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INTRODUCTIO N: 


EVERAL hiſtories have been publiſhed of this iſland ; 
yet none, that I have met with, affords much more than a 
general outline, very unſatisfactory to thoſe who intend to 
ſettle in it. | - 
Having ſpent ſome years of my life there, I thought I could not 
devote my leiſure to better purpoſe, than endeavouring to give an 
idea of its products, and importance to Great-Britain, beyond what 
may be conceived from a peruſal of thoſe publications. 

In regard to the plan of this work, it may be proper to adver- 
tiſe the reader, that I have avoided entering into detail of the 
characters and ſpeeches of our governors; or reciting the various 

Vol. I. B Ee, exploits 
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_ exploits of admirals and generale "The * would afford ay 
little matter either for entertainment or inſtruction; the latter are 
copiouſly related by«different hiſtorians, in treating of the naval 
and military affairs of the mother fate,” \ 

My intention is, ire a competent ate + the lth. 
bliſhments civil} and Military, aud ſtate, of Jamaica, its produc- 
tions, ànd⸗ commerce; to ſpeak compendiouſly, of its agriculture ; , 
to give ſome account | of the climate, foil, "rivets, and mineral 
Waters; with a ſummiaty/ deſcription of its dependencies, counties, 
towns, - villages, aud Hamlets, and the moſt emarkable natural 
curioſities hitherto diſcovered in it; c diſplag an impartial cha- 
racter of its inhabitants of all complexſons, With ſome ſtrictures 
on the Negroe ſlaves in particular, and freed perſons, and the laws 
affecting them; nd to recommend ſome general rules and cau- 
tions for preſerving the health of thoſe who come bither from 
Northern cliniates.”—— Lana un gen +” / | 

I ſhould think my taſk but indolently performed, if 1 did not 
attempt, at the ſame time, to point out many abuſes in office, and 
defects in the ſyſtem of government, which ſeem to call for re- 
medy, or amendment; and, where the means of effecting the re- 
medy have occurted to me, I have preſumed to offer my ſenti- 
ments with, freedom and impartiality. 0 

The ſubjects, which IL Wifhed to handle with moſt e 
are thoſe which have relation to our commerce. Unfortunately, 
I have not been able to obtain ſuch ample information as I wanted, 
But, where a full information has been wanting, I have ſubſtituted 
the reſult of my own Judgement, founded on the beſt Ur in oy 
power to procure. | 

I confeſs, that, in order to illuſtrate ſome Wees as kt as - 
to render this tract more ſatisfactory, I have had recourſe to a va- 
riety of authors: ſo that, in many reſpects, it will have the ap- 
pearance of a compilation, 

The period of its hiſtory, from the invaſion antes Penn and 
Venables, to the firſt eſtabliſhment of civil government, has been 
very ſuperficially touched in other publicatious relative to this 
iſland. A narrative, therefore, of that memorable expedition, 
with the ſtate of affairs whilſt the army remained embodied ; in the 

| _ iſland, 
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zilland, I have e from ihe 4 authorities I could meet 
with. dt 4 

In * to my 1 upon a ne en, Wee of 
government or office; as I utterly diſavow any thing perſonal, fo 
I deſire they may be conſtrued to ſtigmatige meaſutes, not men; 
or, if the latter, thoſe only who have been eriminal...- 
My readers muſt be ſenfible-of the many teen under 
which a writer labours, who, in treating of recent facts, or 
ſpeaking of his co temporaries, is dae in ae, either of 
Baaenring: or of giving offence.:; '+ 1 4:4 

The ſpring of men's actions, as well as the true onlous of their 
charac, are ſeldom clearly, diſcernible whilſt they are living. 
On this account, a writer is liable to be miſled, either by popular 
rumour, or his own imperfect judgement; for, where the grounds 
of any action are unknown to the multitude, a common ſpectator 
can only endeavour to fix. them as near to probability as his reaſon 
and penetration will enable him. 

In regard to Colony adminiſtration in general, there is en 
an author on the ſubject, who has not produced inſtances of con- 


ſummate tyranny and injuſtice, practiſed in theſe remote parts of 


the Britiſh empire. The ſubjects here may be compared to the 
helpleſs offspring of a planter, ſent to the diſtance of many thou- 
ſand miles from his parent, expoſed to the imperious domination 
of ſtrangers, and exiled beyond the reach of fatherly protection. 
It is not an eaſy matter to diſcredit whiat ſo many evidences 
have concurred in afferting : but it is very natural to ſuppoſe, 
that the laſt of unlimited power, inhereht to mankind, will 
always ravage moſt licentiouſly in thoſe ſequeſtered places, where 
the hand which ſhould reſtrain its career is too diſtant, and the 
reins are too much flackened by their immoderate length. Men, 
entruſted with public offices ſo far from the Mother-ſtate, require 
a chain, inſtead of a thread, to hold them within bounds. It was 
for this reaſon, that the Romans, the moſt generous of all con- 
querors, inſtituted a means for puniſhing extortion committed by 
their prætors, or other officets, in their ſeveral provinces. The 
impeaching before the ſenate, and bringing to juſtice, ſuch offen- 


ders, was thought highly honourable; and was anxiouſly coveted, 
| "0 $ and 
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and undertaken; by advocates moſt diſtinguiſhed in the city for 
their virtues, rank, and ability. —We have ſeen (unhappily) the 
reverſe of this in our ſyſtem; and tyrantiy has not only been de- 
fended, but even careſſed and rewarded, in 1 as it has 

been uncommonly daring and enormous. * | 

Ihe tyrant had only to call the ſtruggles of the eld by 
the name of faction; and, under the ſhadow of this word, de 
| could conceal their wounds, and his own guilt. | 1 
A faithful deſcription of our Provincial governors, and men in 
power, would be little better than a portrait of artifice, duplicity, 
haughtineſs, violence, rapine, avarice, meanneſs, rancour, and 
diſhoneſty, ranged in ſucceſſion ; with a very ſmall portion of ho- 

. Nour, - juſtice, and magnanimity, here and there intermixed, to 
leſſen the diſguſt; which, otherwiſe, the eye muſt feel 1 in the on- 
templation of ſo horrid a group. 

How unpleafing then would be l 'taſk of weh a Biography, | 
which is to exhibit the deformities of human nature, unenlivened 
with any, or but too few, of its graces - xet, I confeſs, that, 
if a writer could ſuppreſs the averſion which naturally riſes at the 
ſight of loathſome objects, it would be no ſmall relief now and 
then to paint thoſe. brighter tints of character, whoſe radiance | 
gliſtens through the diſmal ſcene, and receives a heightening from 
the ſhades and darkneſs that ſurround it.——It is not the leaſt of 
our misfortunes, that, without recurring to paſt annals, we can 
find but too much employment for the pencil in deſcribing tyran- 
nies of the preſent hour: let theſe be expunged, and we ſhall ſoon 
forget what our progenitors have felt —Among the reigning op- 
preſſions, none are more grievous than thoſe which flow from the 
inſalence of office. Whatever examples of this fort I may drag to 
the light, they will only be expoſed from the hope of producing fu- 
ture amendment.—We are not to expect, that men, inveſted with 
power at diſcretion, will forbear, from an innate principle of 
goodneſs, to make an ill uſe of it, while they can abuſe it with 
impunity and profit, The moſt certain method of teaching them 
moderation is to take this exorbitancy of power out of their 
hands ; as a bear is rendered an inoffenſive animal. by muzzling ; 


or a viper, by drawing its fangs —A knowledge of what paſſes 
. within 


” 


— „l. 
within theſe diſtant governments will convince the public, that the 
two-edged weapons of power ought to be dealt out in them but 
very ſparingly. Perhaps, one principal cauſe. of its abuſe in. the 
colonies may have been, that it has ſeldom. been arraigned at the 
bar of the public: for, however ridiculous fome men would affect 
to treat ſuch appeals; yet there are no delinquents, who are not 
conſcious that they feel an inward tremor at the very idea of hav- 
ing their deeds of darkneſs revealed, and diſſected, before ſo im- 
partial and rigid a tribunal. And, as frequent free aſſemblies of 
the commons, by uncorruptible repreſentatives, have been juſtly 
eſteemed the beſt ſafeguard to our national freedom; ſo frequent 
appeals to the public may be a ſure and ſpeedy means of procuring 
redreſs for provincial grievances.— When the planters have com- 
plained of violations done to their liberty, the enemies of the 
Weſt-India iſlands have often retorted upon them the impropriety 
of their clamouring with ſo much yehemence for what they deny 
to ſo many thouſand Negroes, whom they hold in bondage. 
Give freedom” (ſay they) to others, before you claim it for 
% yourſelves.” —Servitude, reſtricted to a particular claſs of perſons, 
was tolerated both by the Romans and Athenians: yet no people 
were ever more jealous of their own liberty ; nor did they find 
their own enjoyment of it at all incompatible with the excluſive 
obligation to labour impoſed on others within a certain limit. On 

the contrary, the higher eſtimation they put upon their own in- 
dependence, the more indulgent maſters were they to their ſlaves : 
for who doubts, but the ſervant of a free man is more likely to 
receive a mild treatment, than the ſervant of an enſlaved perſon ?— / 
What I have ſaid does not imply, that a ſyſtem of ſervitude ought 
to be introduced into any free country; but only means to ſhew, 
that it may be permitted with leaſt diſadvantage, - both to the maſter 
and vaſſal, in thoſe parts of the world, where it happens to be ine- 
vitably neceſſary, and where, under proper limitations, it cannot 
tend to enſlave the principal ſtate. To pave the way for fo fatal an 
effect as the laſt mentioned, the ſlave-owners themſelves muſt firſt 
be gradually inured to ſubjection, and deprived of the right notion 
of a generous, legal freedom. They muſt be taught to conſider 
implicit ſubmiſſion to ſuperiors as the greateſt of all virtues; and a 
f boundleſs, 
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boundleſs blind obedience to authority; as the eſſence of all civil 
duties Nothing is more repugnant to ſuch a degeneracy of the 
human mind, than to encourage à high, a liberal, and independent 
ſpirit: and, for this reaſon, the planters, or owners of ſlaves, in 
our colonies, cannot be too ſteddily ſupported in the poſſeſſion of 
Britiſh freedom, to the fulleſt extent that out conſtitution will bear. 
-— Conſidering the many efforts, that have been made, at different 
periods, to debaſe their minds, and the firm reſiſtance they have 
given to ſuch ungenerous attempts; we have grounds to hope, that 
they never will ſurrender their birth- right, but continue to maintain 
the ſacred charter, with equal fortitude, to the end; that, When 
Time ſhall bave left ſcarce a fragment of it extant in the country 
where it was firſt promulged, W ſtill be nen entire an un- 
diminiſhed in Britiſh America. 4.— 
To obviate ſlanders, and explode thoſs breeds which malice, 
or error, have generated, is another branch of this deſign. 5 
In the execution of my plan, I have digeſted the various fobj e&- 
matters under their reſpective heads. They might poffi bly: ol 
been thrown into a more connected train. But there are ſome 
among them, which, with the remarks upon them, are particu- 
larly intereſting to the gentlemen of the iſland ; and not of a nature | 
to claim much attention from thoſe who have nothing to do with 
its internal policy and regulations. In ſuch a variety of topics, it 
is difficult to avoid ſome little confuſion, and perhaps repetition; 
though I have fallen into "Tuck anne I 15 Wi but 
ſeldom. 1 
—1A complete Manz which Mould omit acting worthy of no- 
tice, either in the frame of conſtitution, the government, laws, 
manners, commerce, climate, | diſeaſes, and natural hiſtory, can 
only be formed upon a regular eourſe of ſtrict enquiry, vaſt appli- ” 
cation, and very long experience or, perhaps, from the united 
endeavours of ſeveral perſons; for theſe various materials can nei- 
ther be well colle&ed, nor- digeſted, by one man, eſpecially 1 in a 
place where ſuch ſubjects of enquiry are very little attended to. 
They who in general viſit this iſland do not emigrate for the 
purpoſe of compiling hiſtories, but avowedly that of accumulating 
money; which being their chief employment while they continue 
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merely for the ſake of taking the air; yet a gentleman in this office 
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to 4eſfide in it we cannot expect that any oue perfor ſhould of him- 
ſelf find leiſure ſufficient for bringing together the many things 
required to form ſo perfect a ſtructure; or that he can reap much 


aſſiſtanee from others, who regard it only as a demporary abode, and 
have no incentive to know any thing furter _—_— ae e in 


what relates to heit immediate occupation. 1 Mania 


It is well underſtood, that our governors We not "_ thither 


is better enabled than any other man to collect the uſeful points of 


information, as he poſſefſes ample authority, as well us influence, 


to obtain it from parties, and documents, the beſt calculated to ſa- 
tisfy his enquiries. It is to be lamented, that none of theſe gen- 


tlemen have favoured the public with an account, for which they 


might have procured the ground- work with ſo much eaſe to them- 
ſelves, and utility to others. For want of ſuch information, it is 
impoffible not to commit miſtakes in treating of the commercial 


ſtate and population of this iſland. Private men are unable to rec- 


tify theſe errors, as they want the means and opportunity of ac- 
quiring exact intelligence, 

It may be thought, that political efiberntions may have re- 
ſtrained them: but, ſurely, when a colony is found to be in a more 
flouriſhing condition than is generally imagined, no injury can ac- 
crue.from correcting the popular miſapprehenſion; and a diſcloſure 
of its ſtrength muſt rather ſerve to intimidate than encourage an 


enemy. 


What relates to forts and fortifications does not fall within the 
hiſtorian's province ſo much as thoſe defences and muniments which 
are founded on a right ſyſtem of government and policy; theſe are 
the eſſential bulwarks of a country. Whilſt Britain continues 
miſtreſs of the ſea, it is of very little conſequence, whether the forts 
at Jamaica are well or ill conſtructed for defence. 

The true ſtrength of the iſland muſt originate, not from the num- 
ber or nature of its lines and baſtions, but from a well-regulated ſpi- 
rit of induſtry, diffuſed through every part of it. If this ſpirit, by 
means of any defects in adminiſtration, is hindered from acting to its 
free and full extent, they ought to be pointed out, in order to be re- 


IM moved ; 
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moved; and the femoral. of _ muſt tend en invigorate the 
| 2 y * | * 
Where dee anti is obſerved to Gelng fo this 
ſource, a national enemy can derive no advantage from knowing * 
unleſs he is able to prevent a removal of it; which cannot happen, but 
by his bringing it under his own ſovereignty and legiſlation. - 
hut it is of the utmoſt conſequence, that it ſnould Es to 
the view of thoſe, whoſe duty and intereſt it is to apply fit remedies. 
And the preſent calm of peace moſt opportunely affords leiſure” for 
deliberating on the _ou TOs RW n. * en inter. 
ruption. fel pe {oo INES 
* have remarked, in lente aſſemblies, that the ableſt politicians 
| not always the firſt - ſpeakers; that all wait with impatience . 
tl flencs is once broken, perhaps. by orators of the ſmalleſt capacity. 


Like one of theſe orators, I deliver my ſpeculations and projects; be- $ 
cauſe none other of the crowd has ſtood forth to anticipate me; and in 


the hope, that ſome of better knowledge and experience will ſecond 
my argument. Imperfect as my endeavours are, I ſhall think them 
well rewarded, if they meet with approbation from thoſe worthy men, 


who, having fixed themſelves upon the ſoil, diſpenſe happineſs and a 


ſuſtenance to thouſands in Britain. To their uſe I principally dedicate | 
my pen; and to their generous __ I Hoe this YT" ee 
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FTE R the, redyQjan; of che i by Fenn and Venables 
che Spaniards, either quitted- it, or were all driven out; ſo 
that; it remained) inhabited [chigfly; by the ſoldiers, who had con 
queted it : and it e, governed, of eourſe, by, military, law (which 
38 a branch of the law. of England), until ſomę time after che 
Reſtoration of Charles «3 when! the -meaſure of making it a 
Engliſh ſettlement was adopted. The king, in order to induce bis 
ſubjects we tranſport themſelyes and families hither, ODOT 
clam { a], offering them many enco 17 
larly, * that. all. children of natural - horn ſubjects of Enplagd, mo 

«be. born, in Jamaica, ſhall, from. their. reſpeckiys births, be reputed 

« to be, 0 ſhall be, free denifons of England ;. and ſhall have the 

« {lame privileges, - to all-intents and purpoſes, ; as. the free-born ſub- 

jecis of England. Nor could any thing leſs than this haye been 
ſufficient. to $49 the. free i ſubjeQs-of England to quit their coun- 
try, f ſe tile i a remote climate. —In purſuance of the royal pro- 
miſe, and as on aß the colony was numerous, and conſiderable 
enough to make it an ohject for civil government, a civil govern- 

ment was inſtituted, in moſt reſpects the ſame as what now exiſts. 
The king could not give aby other ſotm of civil government, or 1 
laws, than thoſe of |England ; and accordingly. the form of govern- 
ment here reſembles that * 1 Kat almoſt as nearly as the condi- 


mother country, Which 
as in, England, we, have corpners,;. conſtables, an and juſtices of the 
peace. . We, haye à court. of common-pleas, court of exchequer, 
and, court of king's-bench z; we. haye grand and petty juries: we 
haye a ,court.,of, chancery;, court; of ordinary for the probate of 
wills, *h __ adminiſtrations ; a court of. Wain for "trial 

Le cha Jef, 18 Appendix, D:. Ag 


is 4 great and independent empire, Here, 
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'of offences on the bigh ſeas, and other buſineſs civil and 3 ; 
courts of quarter · ſeſſion, veſtries ; and, in time of law-martial, a 
military court, whoſe juriſdiction is controuled by the militia ay 


and from whoſe judgemetlt in þpeal lids, in capital offences,” to the 


governor i in the firſt inſtance, and to the king i in council in the der- 
nier reſort; in inis Eich tothe gverner thly: The coroner 
is elected by the people; the conſtables are appointed by the juſtices 
of the peace; And tlie 1088 $ of alle te cotirts' act by nuthori 


\of 
the King Jothmlifnon under hel brach ſeaf öf tie fand. The dif- 


"Kent" Gert“ vf judlestare ate then exactly Bk! thefc in Eügland, 
*abling" by the mite autheritys ad are inlſtituted for the fäthe 
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etws their fulb life and! duration: Our governo ig alſo, hound to "RI 
follow inſtructidns in huis: legiſlatire capacity and is net theneforrs. ; | 
nor can, ſronþrhematare/of: things, he independent The membem 
oft che coundtil hold their places, at pleaſute, arg liable 0 be diſ- 
placed opon any oocaſiom by A governor 80 and they have often bees 
displaced upon vety:ſlight pretenees.' This, body. therefore, is but 
a very impexfect repreſentation! af in h of: prerg d and, becauſe, of 
the uncortajn tenure hy which they hold their places, Wants much 
of that independence auhich ig proper to cvery) branch of the le- 
giſtature in a free dountiy In. their lefiiſlative: capacity, they claim 
a tight to the privileger of parliament ; ſince, in our conſtitution. 
| thigini! conſent has been thought necefiary to the enacting of laws. 
The aſſomhlyi or lower hequſe has! dn exac re ſemblance of that part 
of the-Britiſh conſtitution which it ſtands for herr; it is, indeed, an 
epitome of the houſe of commons, called by; the ſame authority, 
deriving its power from the ſatne ſource, inſtitũted for the fame 
ends, and governed by the ſame forms. It will be difficult to. find 
a reaſon, why it ſhould: not have the ſame: ꝑrivilegus and powers, 
the ſame ſupbriority vr the courts) of juſtice, and thei fame; rank 
an the ſyſtem of out little aommunity u as the houſe: of commons 
haas in that of Britain 3 eſpecially: ſince all the courts: of juſtice here 
are governed by the ſame law, enjoy the ſame privileges, exereiſr 
the ſame powers, and hold the ame rank, with thoſe they reſpecr 
tively repreſent. In Charles the, Sehond!'s time, the earl of | Carliſle 
Was ſent hither govetuon and brought with him a body of laws 
faſhiqncd after thoſe ia Ireland purſnant to Pœyning s ac [CJ, with | 
inſtructions to get them paſſed here. Rut the aſſembly rejected them . 
with indignation; no threats could frighten, no bribes could corrupt, 
d art vor argumente cnuld perſuade them, to conſent to laws that 
ould. enſlave theig pnſterity. The endeavouts of ſucceſſive mi- Fn 
niſters were continued, for this purpoſe, until the year 1728, when 
King George II. gave his moſt gracious aſſent to an act, commonly 
called-the revenue'at, which put an end to the conteſt. This ratifica- 
tion of what may not impraperly be deemed our : great charter was 
Purchaſed by. granting therbin a peripetival revenue to his majeſty and 
bis ſueceſſors Having thus given a general view of our form of go—- 
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| proſperity of this colony, ſoon reſolved, that the army ſhiould be 


vernment, I. ſhallo repreſent its progreſs from the conqueſt! of the 
iſland to the year 1684, a ſpace of twenty - nine years, 


from a manuſcript whoſe authenticity may be depended on- wo 


After the (conqueſt of Jamaica, part of che ariny being left for 


us lecurity, and che protection of thoſe who ſhould: be;cindueed, tp 
_ Teftle and Plant there, martial law became the rule of theit gavern- 


ment, and as continued until tie Reſtoration. of king Charles II.: 
but his majeſty, bending his thoughts and councils to promote the 


diſbanded; and that a civil government ſhould be erectad, under 


ſuch known duſtoms and laws as would renden the iſland agreeable 
to the inhabitants, and beneficial to his kingdom. According, 
colpnel Edward D'Oyley, by his inajeſtyis commiſſion] under the 


great ſeal of England, dated the $th:of February, 1 660,» was ap- 


_ pointed governor of the iſland; and vas directed to proceed forth» 
with t the election of à couneil, to conſiſt of twelve perſons, 
vwhereof the ſecretary of the iſland was 0 be one, and thes reſt to 
de fairly and indiffereptly choſun, bylas many of the artny, (planters, 


and: inhabitants, as hy his beſd contrivande might be admitted; and, 
with their confenty the governor was'empowered to act according to. 


auoh Joſt and reafonable' cuſtoms: and: conſtitutions: as were held and 


:Fettled-in his (majeſty's'dthet colonies, or according t ſuch other zus, 
upon matute Ueliboration, ſhould: be>held/mecefiary; for the goο g 


vernment and ſectrityief the! Hland,"+<proviided theynwerg>natore- 


</pugnagt" to the laws" of 213 Inoobedience (ite! this cot 
miſſioh, |a'counc} was elected 3 in the nuj,e of therr 
repreſentatives j ſovtral inunſcipal laws wete enacted pc ieffiers 
were conſtituted; and provifion! made, by ia revenue&nAy 10 ſuppört 


me charge of. gbeernmeut, weh was illon computed at 26 f,. 


annum. But, the Spaniards frequently diftiiewing cher ih met be, 


poſſeſſions, the(artiyiwas . Rill} kept n feht M preventing tlie 


bas 21:24 of the colony, and ?reſtraining the iaduſtry of the iahabi 
tants; the planting buſineſs, and breed ing of cartle, during this go 


vernor's adminiſtration; were very little attended to; as 0 non 


The firſt eſſay towards eſtabliſning and: ſettling! os thecpovernazenit 
proving; therefore defeRive; his majeſty, conſtiguted LordeWindfor gel. 
vernor of the iſland ; andy: ain hi proclamation of the x4th, HA 
3 0 
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3 1661, (which, his lordſhip cattied with n him el), gave 
_great-encouragement to the planters; and, declared, that all the chil- 
dren of bis natural: born ſubjer3s,: t9: be bern in Jamaica, ſhould be 
Tree deniſons of, Engiand, and havs the fame. privileges, to all- in- 
= tents and purpaſes, , as fer fg: org fybjeRs- of England, And, as 
= bis lordſhip's commiſſom and inſtructions contained greater privi- 
© - :leges, conceffione, and ijadulgences, to the inhabitants, than thoſe 
cdhat were, ſent to his, predeceſſors ; ſo they were better calculated 
for the more effectual. eſtabliſhment of the government, by direct- 
ing, that it ſhould be aſſimilated to that of the kingdom: and, to 
this end, he Was empowered to appoint bis cohncil, and to call a- 
ſemblięs, acgording to the cuſtom of his majeſtyis other plantations; 
to make laws, which. were to be in, force for two years, and no 
longer, unleſs; confirmed; by his majeſty, ;. and, upon emergent oc- 
cCaſions, to levy money, &c. Lord Windſor, not enjoy ing his health, 
= -£cmained there but a fem months boweper, he ſettled the militia, 
and -conſegaentiy dAbanded the ar Upon his departure, in: Oa- 
dober or, November, 16687 Sit Charles Lyttelton lat that, time chan- 
Cellor pf the iſland, ſucceeded in the government zu and in De- 
ceember 1663, by advice of his council. ycolled.tbe-vfickt .aflembly,, 
= - which conſfilted, of. tbirty pet ſons s and,, upon their meeting, they 
enacted a body of lawe, eee 
es, Wberein the, collation, difpoſal,uand,,, accounting, were ag- 
pointed, by the aſſembly. In. 66 4 Sir Charles Lyttelton left che 
| 15 vernment under ne the gouncil, ; who choſe 
Colonel Thomas Lynch pr eſident. T thouſand five hundred of. the 
inhabitants were then, regimented, beſides. our ot fur hundred more 
diſperſed in the country ; and theit proviſons (s he, aflerted). greatly 
Increaſed... This account Was ſo agoeptable to his majeſty, in, council,. 
that Sir Thomaz Modiford was. recalled, from Barbadbes, and, by com- 
million, undgr the great ſeal, (ig November, 1664,),, was conſtituted 
(governor, off Jamaica z, with a, power ton erect .judicatorics,, to call. 
aſſemblies, and (with their conſent), to make, ordain, and conſtitute, 
all manner of laws ſtatgtes, and ordinances, and, upon, imminent 
occaſions, t to lexy money, for; the; good. and; ſafety of the public ;: 
high Jaws ers tones d pearly 35, might. hes, een with, and 
-i ddt 9 3 [13 {109 See A D.. 102 111 
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eable to, A Por nemo repos, £4 im kills frſt year, 
adn aſſembly, who and re- eriactect the 5 
Mv; "and" theſe, upon fonde' affuranets'given” Miu ef his majeſty's 
approbatron, were continued in foree dur government, Which 
encdled in the year 1670. By the in Wof the" triilftia about 
—this rime; *tearfinirtes to the lords of the Ccttittifttee for trade, it ap- 
F tb) botfanl f6or# \blenidr ol ind Tommy ;and 
that the number ef ' amen, in and about the iſland, was bs hou - 
fand fue hundred, privateeting being chen the great bufineſs and con- 
cern of the illand. But, ac end being put to thut trade ſoon after 
the American creaty with 8paity” atid Dutt con- 
fitrmed by the new governor Sir Thomas Lynch's commifft 
inſtructions, the improvement, of the ifland was induſtribufly proſe- 
euted and encouraged; and the plantets increnſed, by the cbnſtatt 
zebeſſion of others from all the ſeveräl parts of His mafeſtyis domi- 
mons Ah affembly vas called n after his arrival by which the 
-laws' that were paſſed,” and had empired in the time of tt 

governor, were altered and ela and; in too years-aftes; gor 
a being confirmed, they were again re-enadted,. and ſent to En | 
for His majeſty's royal approval! Lord Vaughan ſucceeded Sit 
das Lynch in 164; his oπmiſſion named his counſellors, . 
mis calling aſſumblies, to be choſen by che frecholders and Planters, 
according to the cuſtom and of Jamaies, who were to de 
decried the repreſentatives of the people, to make laws (as nest as 
Fonvenfently might be) agrecable' to che laws and ſtatutes of E 
land; theſe laws to-continue'in force for tho years; but hone to 
rer enacted, except upon very urgent oecaſions, and i in no caſe more 
chan once, / exeept with his majeſty's expreſs conſent. His lordſhip 
immediately ſummoned an aſſembly, and paſſed all the laws that Were 
hen Expired, which were ſent to England to be confirmed, or other- 
wiſe diſpoſed" of, as his nujeſty ſhould determine; but, not being 
retuttied in two years, another aſſembly! Was called, by whom all 

the ſame laws were to-enaRed, except che revenue act, which was 
rejected by bis -Jordſhip. © As he found the iſland © in 4 flouriching 
condition, and that the people had been ver 'caly under the mild 
and ſucceſsful government of his predeceſſor; ſo, by his indulgent, 
Ready, and impartial conduct, he greatly contributed both to the i ih | 
- creaſe 


 %h 


and 
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creafe and ſtrengihi of the iſland. Ry an account of the militis ſent 
home, ubt long after his departure, they were augmented to fur 
 thbuſand five hundred and twenty: fix, a greater number than they have 
evet fiticd>muſtered; and the planters exported, in the four years 
from the commencement of his government, very near three times 
4s much ſugar às they had enpdrted in the three years and three: 
_ quarters preceding . Nevertheleſs; this proſperous courſe was ſoon in- 
terrupted. Liponexamination of the laws then in force in Jamaica, 
ſuch objections! were raiſed by the lords of the committee for trade, 
that his maʒeſtyt vas pleaſed: to reject ſome, and direct the new-mne- 
deling'of--the' reſt; Fhich were to be ſent hack, that they might be 
paſſed, by the aflerably, after the manner in Iceland, according to 
— laws; to which rule they were to be bound for the fu- 
| ; and; the aſſembly having impriſoned one of their members, 
for — miſdemeanors and breaches of order of their houſe, the 
privileges they infiſted on as natural and neceſſary to the repreſen- 
tiatives of that colony, Which were the ſame that the houſe of 
commons have in England, were likewiſe controverted. The afore- 
ſaid laws were accordingly returned o Jamaica in, 1678, by the 
earl of Carliſle, their new governor; who, on his arrival, called an 
aſſembly, in order to paſs the ſame: but they, being much diſſntis · 
ſied with this frame of government, and with Jofing their delibora- 
tive part in making and paſſing their laws, rejected them. The. 
next year, 1679, the ſaid laws wore again tranſmitted. thither under 
the broad ſeal of England; and, though bis majeſty Was adviſed: 
to furniſh his governors, and their council, for the time to come, 
with peer io raiſe: money; 129 had been practiſed in their infant Rate, 
if they did not comply with his royal commands, yet they again 
rejected them. It would be too tedious here to enter into the argu- 
ments and reaſons, that, on the due hand, were urged to oblige the 
aſſembly to comply, and, on the other, that were offered to ſupport 
the neceſſity of re- eſtabliſhing their late conſtitution. Howe ver, it 
Muſt he obſerved, that, ou the 23d of June, 1680. His majeſty: in 
oouncil was pleaſed to order, that the following qveſt ion ſhould be 
_ pxbpaſed to alł the judges, dia. „ Whether, by his majeſty's letter, 
_ «proclamation, at coramiſſian anne ved, his majeſty: bad cncluded 
n * #awzr of eſtabliſhing law in Fama/ca ; it being 
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— ute and all laws, ſettlad by; au hotizy- there, being 
t ho expired? What was reported Hereupon by the judges doth! 
not appear; neither is it material, ſinoe his majeſty very graciouſſiy 
condeſcended, | after” hearing colonel Long ard colonel Beeſton 
(who/ were deputed by their colony iito ſupport their allegations). 


and the planters and merchunts then reſiding n London, aby and 
with the advice of his moſt honoui able ptivy council. to determine 


in their favour; and accordingly} by anew'commiſſis to the earl 
of Carliſle, under the broad ſeal, dated the d of November fol- 


lowing; not only reſtored to their iſland its former government, 
and all privileges they had hitherto enjoyed, but enlarged them; 


and, in confideration' of the languiſhing ſtate of the dountry, 


granted, that the quit - rents, &ci there atiſing to his majeſty, ſhould 
thereafter de appropriated and applied to the uſe of the public. 
The earl of Garliſſe having left Jamaica during this debate, Sir 


inſtance of his great favour and goodneſs; and, in 168 r, appointed” 
Sir Thomas Lynch governor, and empowered him, with advice 
and conſent of the aſſembly and council, to make ſuch laws 
ſhould be conducive to his majeſty*s intereſt, and agreeable to them. 
Accordingly; in 1682, ſeveral new laws were paſſed” by the gover- 
nor, council, ahd aſſembly, whereof twenty-eight," on the 2 zd f 
February following,” were approved and confirmed by his majeſty' 
for ſeven years; and thoſe, with ſome others that complete the firſt 
volume now in print, on the ryth of April, 1684, were approved, 
and nem web oy W «xd _ 1 em hops, a are feilt in” 
forte. J | ih vort if} 
la this aer was the ns of Naa at laſt: happily: 
ſettled, 'to the great ſatisfaction and encouragement of the inhabi-: 


tants: and as this government was aſſimilated, as near as poſſible,: 


to the government of their mother kingdom; ſo their aſſemblies 


were allowed, and enjoyed, the ſame privileges tliat the hohſb of 
commons poſſeſſed there. And, ſince lord Windſor under 'wh6fe a 
commiſſion aſſemblies were fitſt eſtabliſhed, was directed bwtordo; 


< and execute all things according to ſuch reaſonable laws, cuſtoms,” 
n en Wee bs ſettled; provided they were not ir- 


pes e pugnant 


Henry Morgan acted as lieutehant-governor in his abſence. His 
lordſhip declining to return, his majeſty gave the iſland à further 
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s pugnant to the laps, of. England, but gering thereunto as much 
4 as the condition of affairs, would permit. And, As. the commiſ- 
tons of Juccecding. governors are of the ame import (as it cannot 


de doubted, it was. abſolutely neceſſary the aſſembly ſhould, have a 


rule to £9 by); 3. ſo it is ſubmitted, whether the governors had it not 
in their power to preſcribe this Known rule, to themſelves, and 
recommend it to. the aſſembly ; 3. and whether they could lay down 
a a better. Their , opinions, however, both. of the conſtitution and 
privileges of the aſſembly of Jamaica, will appear by what follows. 
ö 10 the year 1669, Sit Thomas Modiford anſwers to the committee 
for trade, upon their enquiry how. the legiſlature was ſettled, << that 
_ * the legillaive power of making and. repealing laws is ſettled in 
the governor, as his majeſty's. commiſſioner z in his majeſty's council, 
_ 6 As repreſenting the lords ;houſe;; and in the aſſembly, compoſed of 
e the repreſentatives. of the freeholders, two perſons elected out of 
_ « each pariſh, and theſe choſen. as the commons of England; being 
4 an humble model of our high court of parliament, each of the 
_ « reſpeQive bodies enjoying a nagative, as well as an affirmative, 
. vote,” Lord Vaughan, on a queſtion that aroſe about the method 
of paſſing. laws, declared to the aſſemby, : that he ſhould guide 


42 * himſelf accordipg to the uſage and ciſtom of parliaments in Eng- 


land The aſſembly, in, an addreſs to the carl of Carliſle, upon the 
objections that were made againſt the impriſoning their members for 
miſdemeanors, &c. ſay, they hope it is juſtifiable ; the king's, go- 
« yernor having aſſured them, that they haye the ſame power over 
_ « their members, which the houſe of commons have over .theirs ; 
© and all {peakers here Praying, and the governor granting ,the 
* uſual petitions of ſpeakers, as in England.” Sir Thomas Lynch, 
about the fame time, being called upon to give an account of the go- 
vernment of Jamaica, argues thus: If the king's commiſſions 
% have appointed aſſemblies, and if they have been appointed in all 
the colonies from theit firſt eſtabliſhment; as a government the 
«© moſt juſt, and like this of England; then they hope, that they 
alone, of all the. colonies, ſhall hot be retrenched in any of the 
privileges natural to ſuch aflemblies.” And, upon the aforeſaid 
deſign relative to the paſſing of their laws according to the Iriſh. 


model, he offers i it as his opinion, that, it was poſſible, the council 
Vor. I, | * might 


A CANE M * 1 e 
We might join with the governor to order thoſe laws OY 8 
but, he verily believed, they would-not _continge the eben hill, _ 
for that they thought peculiar to the ems! In Sit Thomas 
| Lynch's ſtate” of Jamaica, which he tranſmitted to England. in 
1663, when he was placed the third time at the head of govern- 
175 ment, and after its te- eſtabliſhment, he aflerts, ** that” all the me- 
5 „ thods and proceedings of the aſſembly were conformable to thoſe 
of the Engliſh Parliament, as much as ſo little a body may be to 
4 ſo great a one.“ And, in another account, he adds thus: The 
ada king, by his charter of government, as commiſſioner, has conſti- 
es tuted aflemblies; that are umbre of an Engliſh parliament.” Nei- 
ther were ſuch conceſſions inconfiſtent with the ancient, nor the 
modern, conſtitutions of colonies; for, as Grotius obſerves, the 
Grecian colonies, which conſtituted particular common wealths, 
were to enjoy equal privileges and liberties with their mother cities. 
And thoſe: that were afterwards" planted by the Romans were mo- 
| dels of that republic; notwithſtanding they kept them in ſubjection 
| and dependence: to which example all the nations in Europe have, 
in general, ever fince reſpectively adhered, From the whole, there- 
| fote, it is very apparent by what rule the aſſemblies of Jamaica were 
at firſt conſtituted, and . afterwards directed. And, finite neither the 
ſtanding rules of thoſe aſſemblies, nor the privileges they enjoyed, 
were ever diſallowed at home, or oppoſed abroad, during the reign 
of Charles IL except as has been related; it was manifeſt upon what 
foundation they ſtood. And it is fubmitted, whether any frame of 
government leſs perfect, or leſs acceptable to the inhabitants, could 
have ſupported them under thoſe terrible calamities to which they 
have been expoſed; or have enabled them to ſuſtain the loſſes and 
damages they have ſuffered, and to ſurmount thoſe difficulties under 
which they have long. laboured —A an nnn NT bo- 
cut on the foregoing Chronicle [al. * 
That the original foundation of unn in this ifland was 
* planned on the grounds of aſſimilation to that of the mother coun- 
try, by introducing a legiſlature, and by forming courts of juſtice, 
and every other civil eſtabliſhment. in general, agreeable to the model 
| "ING IR er RIG 1 . 
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of: the mother PPT leaving it to timo, and the progreſs. of ſettle- 
ment, to render the ſame more exact and perfect reſemblances.. 
That, under this mode of eſtabliſhed- government, the inhabi- 
tatits were eaſy and content, the colony grew populous, and conti- 
_ nhiedtoflouriſhi; until the miniſtry attempted a total innovation in 
their. legiſlature, | which aimed at taking away from the common 
people their deliberative ſhare in the framing of thoſe laws, by 
= which/theit lives; liberties, and properties, were to be bound. The 
flame, which this indiſereet meaſure kindled, in this infant and as 
yet unſettled colony, gave an immediate check to its growth, and 
bad well nigh conſumed it to the very root. And, although this 
"0 diſpute with Lord Catlifle was terminated at length to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the inhabitants; yet, during the conteſt (L ſhall affirm upon 


| ? the faith of other manuſcripts, equally authentic), a very great 


number of planters, and new ſettlers, deſerted the iſland, and 

ſought refuge” in other colonies'; induced by a very natural and juſt 
apprehenſion, that, if the ſolemn promiſes held out to them in the 

& king's. proclamation, brought over by Lord Windſor, and the uni- 


8 form aſſurances of all their governors, were thus infringed, at the 


| 4 no ſecurity againſt ſubſequent . violations of them in every other. 


pleaſure of the prince, in one eſſential point, they could hope for 


1 From a diſtruſt, therefore, of the machinations of government to- 
_ wards their iſland, they feared to continue any longer in a country, 
to which the proſpect of enjoying an Engliſh conſtitution: had in- 


vited them, but where they began to find they were likely to have 
no ſufficient ſafeguard againſt- an arbitrary form. —It would have 
been more conſiſtent with the honour of the ſovereign, to have 
taken the ſenſe of his judges on the rectitude of the meaſure, ra- 
ther preuious to its being adopted, than after. But the court choſe 
rather to make the experiment firſt, and then to conſider its legality. 
The adviſers of ſo unjuſt and indefenſible: an outrage ought moſt 
deſervedly. to have fallen under tlie : vengeance of / parliament; but 
it paſſed unnoticed. The ruinous condition of this colony, for 
ſome time afterwards, demonſtrated the wretched policy, as well as 
the baſe perfidy; of attempting ſuch. a change. The writer has 
mentioned, that, after this fatal epoch; the inhabitants of his time 
continued f in the n poſſeſſion of their ancient eſtabliſh- 


that | Wis * ment. 


* 
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ment. But innovations have neverthgleſs been attiemgtod: fines + 
thoſe 4 Within the! preſent century, a + miniſterial! projet was 
ſtarted; for compelling the! people of this ifland by the- power of 


prerogative,: to puy the four! and half pen centi annual duty on their 


produce, to. the crowu, according to the uſuge of Burbadnes and 
the other: iſlands. But the ſolieitor- genaral! (Mr. Lechmiere,! if b. 
miſtake not) being conſulted hereupon, aſſured the miniſter, chat 
ſuch an àttempt wobld be no leſs than high treaſon. And under 
the terror of this opinion the ſcheme was dropped. Attempts have 
been alſo! made, and frequently renewed; to prevail on the aflemably 
toe paſs their bills with a clauſe fuſpending their operation until the 
king's plraſure relative to them ſhould be known; but this wit 
arr exception of maney bills> am exception which immediately be- 
trays: the: cloven foot; ſor, no doubt, bills for levying money on the 
ſubject muſt be always ſuppoſed ſtee of exror, and perfectly unex- 


with many obſtacles, unleſs; purchaſed for a valuable conſideration. 
like the clauſe in the revenue bill before - mentioned. The ad- 


2 mitting a ſuſpending power of this kind weuld at Once 1 


from all temporary praviſiens (money bills encepted), eyen t 
mat neceflary and beneficial; It is, in ſhott, the old ſtory 0 
Poyning's lam new- dreſſed. Moſt: miniſters, who endeavour pa 
force innovations of this: nature upon a colony, are unfonunately 
ſo little acquainted with its internal policy, that they do not, in- 
deed cannot, ſee the objections againſt; them, ariſmmg from that 
very policy, moſt of which are inſuperable; - Human wiſdom is ſo 
limited, that laws are never made perfect at firſt: time, and long 
experience, detect their miſtakes in ſome points; their inefficacy in. 


'- others, When a: legiſlature is eſtabliſhed in a commercial colony, 


not half peopled; and where à ſpecies of ſlavery has been ad- 
mitted, new objects, new. incidents, are daily ariſing, to call for 
new legiflative regulations. Our diſtance from the mother country 


1 great; that matters, Which require an inſtant application of 
legal expedients, would become irremediable evils; and the colony. 
wonld be expoſed to the heavieſt oppreſſions, and moſt fatal eala- 


mities, before his majeſty”s pleafyre, concerning our acts of aſ+ 


| Rt could poſſibly be aun; 3; 9 before thaſe acts 


could 
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ceptionable; but a bil of more public utility would probably meet 


1 acts which then aunually frame,{1altar,/ or amend, will be: con- 
= vince, that our claim of legiſlat ion, according to: the preſent mode, 
is grounded in weaſom, uit policy, and ther necaſſity of the caſe; 


— 


caſe would 


half thein voyage to Great : Beituin.. Our 


coul 


7 bo very diſterchts if, | like: Jerſey or Guernſty, we were almoſt in, 
: | the neighbaurhood: of; What 


chall..] Amy: petſon, that (bdll-wnipet 
tus minutes of out aſſembly, and peruſe only: the titles of thoſe 


and; that: to paſa them with! a ſuſpending: cluma would: be: highly per- 
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gnicious to the colony. The greater part of them are merely local, 
or proviocinlg ſomne calculated for only temporary ends; others to 
dars effecl as probationary, and to be raſcinded again, ov gradually . 


enlarged aud amended, according as:experienco:may determine their 
good orevit operation for the pnrpoſes intended. I ſhall beg leave: - 


= 


( . 


to enumerate a ſmallꝭ number of the heads, in order to juſtify; theſe: 


remarks; via acts 5 fur the better order and gor erament of 


- 
— 


66 ſtaves; for preventing the inveigling of flaves'i from their 
ners, and the tranſportation of them from the iſland by mort - 


A pugeess and tenanta for life or years , for preventing the 


1 4 for regulating buildings, wheel-cacriages.of. burthen, highways, 
tolls, turnpikes, prices of meat, markets,. and fiſheries ;!' “ for 


removing - occafional/nyiſances: from towns, harbours, roads, and 
risets; — fbr encouraging ſettlers, regulating free Negroes, Mu- 
=_ <-lattoes; and Negros towns ſale of Negtoes on writ, execution of 


«<-levies, elections, courts, lawyers, and collecting conſtables, Mi- 
<«< ktia,: martial law, and articles of war; ſales of certain goods 
te by weight, and not hy in vice ;“ droguers, or coaſting veſ-— 


« fels;* A tranferibing decayed records, and making them legal 


-» 
» * 
8 


5 


* 


* 


4c. evidence; appointing: commiſſioners of forts and fortifica= - 
te tions; preſerviug the public; papers and records; — giving free- - - 


dom to flauves, in reward of public ſervices; and various other 


proviſions, all incidental to the colony, and calculated for the re- 
lief or benefit of its inhabitants; who, it cannot be denied, are 
in general the beſt judges of the evils they feel, and their proper 


remedies: aud, if ſome, of their acts have been deficient in ſtyle 


and compoſition, or have failed of due ſucceſs upon the firſt. trial, 
ſtill it ould {cem, that theſe: are not ſufficient reaſons for the abo- 


4 | lition . 
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lition of their kegiſlarivotleights) or depriving the ãnhabitants; by 
ſuſpenſion- of two or three! pears, of bencficial. proviſions, ftamed 
to ſecure their lives, and properties, | which, in vatious caſes, might 
require ſuch immediate protection, and where delay would be death 
or ruin. — In all ſtates t is beſt, that evil practices ſhould be nippeil 
in: the bud ; the detection of them ought ĩnſtantly to be accoinpa- / 


nied with a ſuitable remedy, The invention of ſome i nen is ever : 


on the ſtreteb, to find out ſome neu modifications of criminal pur- 
ſuits: and hence ariſe: thoſe frequent ſophiſtical evaſions of penal 
las; and the reiterated exertion of legiſlature to ſtop up every hole, 
that the moſt wily tranſgteſſors may not eſcape. Vet, as it is im- 
poſſible to advert to every contingent: citcumſtanet; ſo tlie genius 7 
man invents. new chile, which require neu- and timely remedies. 
Tbe maxim f our conſtitution is, ub damm, ibi remedium. 
This ſhould be a leflon to every legiſlature not only that the evil 
and remedy ſhould be:conſtantly found tagether but that the former 
ſhould no ſooner bei diſcovered than reproſſed bythe latter. But, if 
a legiſlature has power only to enact laut, to be of effect at a future, 
diſtant period of time 3 their proviſions will operate, until that tune,” 
only as notices to bad men, to employ every moment of the in- 
terval in reaping a full and plentiful harveſt; It is not many years 
ago, that a . mortgagee.” found means to get poſſeſſion, upon his 
debtor's deceaſe, of all his eſtate, and ſhipped off the- iſland and 
ſold all his Negroes, Whoſe value was of treble the amount of his 
demand. He alſo conveyed; himſelf; away ſoon > afterwards, to the 
great loſs of the other ereditors and heir at law. Had this, man 
ſtaid in the iſland, here was no law upon which he might be/ tried 
and puniſhed. What then would have been the conſequence, if 
Sur legiſlature had laboured under a diſability of providing d re- 
medy? Every other mortgage in poſſeſſion throughout che; iſland 
might have adopted this iniquitous example with impunity, and ſet-" 
our courts of juſtice at deſiance for ſeveral years, or until the pre- 
ventative law ſhould have been confirmed by the crown, and pub- 
liſhed in the iſland. A multitude of caſes: might be propoſed, to de- 
monſtrate the abſurdity and evil tendency of | ſuſpending cla 
Every colony- man is fully ſenſible of this; nor will any, but the 


moſt rages and ee ever give them theo dmalleſt;: 
6 N Countenance. 
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bbontetancel Ahe ministry, I am perſuaded, would (ctads: te can 
ener for them, if they were better informed, and made to fee their 
miſchief ite full latitudde. Some of the ableſt writers have con- 
=—_ the Apen power,” formerly exereiſed by the crown, as 
amounting to à full legiflative authority. Of the two, a diſpenſing 
is, doubtleſs, of more pernicious conſequenee to the public welfare 
than a ſuſpending poor. It is more fatal for the ſovereign to break 
at pleaſure the eſtabliſhed laws, Which are the main reſtraints upon 
Bis deſpotiſm, han at pleaſure to hinder any from being eſtabliſhed. 
This, however, "muſt be taken in a relative ſenſe, and according to 
the circumſtances' of any particular Nate: for, in a ſtate as yet un- 
provided with ſüfflcient laws for controuling the regal will, the 

power of ſuſpending would at all times, ſtrive to prevent any new 
controuling laws from "raking effect. Theſe two powers, though. 
tending in the main to an iſſue ſomeé what different, may yet be pro- 
Aductive of one effect common to both; namely, that. of enabling 
de ſoyereigu to abſorb the Whole Egillative authority f into himſelf; 
= 'fince 'a power of ſuſpending' durante bene placuo implies a power of 
= taking off the ſuſpenſion,” aud giving vitality to any law upon ſuch 
conditions only as he may pleaſe to impoſe or exact. Thus the aſ- 
ſembly could never be ſecure of permiſſion to obtain any new law, 
except with a tack of perhaps very unpleaſant conditions, entirely 
foteign to their" inclination and intereſt: ' In this caſe the 206-0 
might proceed to exerciſe a full legiſlative authority, by framing, as 
well as enacting, the effential parts of a law; or might e 
the legiſlative authority of the people at pleaſure, by rendering all 
their acts non-effecktve; or he might aſſent to them only upon ſuch 
terms as ſhould wholly deſtroy their: legiſlative independency. The 
diſtipction between theſe two exorbitances ſeems to be, that; as the 
4 Henſing power enables the ſovereign to free himſelf from all obli- 
gation of the laws to Which he has folemnly aſſented; fo the fi. 
: _ pending power enables him to diſqualify 'the popular repreſentatives - 
from poſſeſſing any ſhare of legiſlation, except in laying burthens 
upon their conſtituents; leaving them, in ſhort, no other power, 
than the power of opprefſing” the ſubject under the colour of law. 
Another attempt has more recently been made, to deny the aſſembly 
| N accuſtomed privilege of freedom from arreſts pending. the. ſeſ- 
ſion 


1 4 4 4 N * ige As „„ 
dun of their honſe t eee eee ere 
watrant, contumacious peiſans, ; according, to cuftom of, parliament ; 
and, thirdly, to ſubject ſuch commitments. to the abſalute centroul 
of the govetnor/ag chancellor reducing them, by this means, to | 
an — of juriſdiction to all thoſe caurts which are neceſſatily | 
conſtituted amenable to the aſſembly and difarming them of all 
power to «enquire into. the illegal proceedings of the chancery. and 
other courts3 or to procure, for injured; and-oppreſſed;ſubjetts; that 
redreſs which they could no otherwiſe hape to obtain. But from 
| theſe extraortlinaty attacks of deſpotiſm, as well as from an endea- 
vour to Mreſt, out of the hands of the people, their right of railing, 
appropriating, and” examining into the expenditure of, their own 
-manies, notwithſtagding every art of wheedling and-intimidatign 
have been uſed, they have been hitherto ſhielded by the laudable 
ſpitit and virtue of their repreſenratiyes: not will theſe, nor other 
evil deſigns, be: attended with any ching hut reproach and diſgrace to 
- the prqjectors and 'abettors of them, ſo long as the aflembly . ſhall be 
compaſed of honeſt, ſbesdy wen; who koow, that, however much | 
the genceſſion of uch rights may be pleaſing to the ;governor, or 
- miniſter of the day, it cannot fail, in the end, of deſolating this 
colony. Whatever a governor, or other miniſter, may think, or be 
told. the moſt valuable men, and beſt ſupporters of it (ho are the 
honeſt and induſtrious), will eaſily remove to other cums, per- 
baps to a worſe government, even in the French iſlands, where men, 
«bringing their -fawilies and effects, would be well xeccixed, rather 
than continue where they are nat ſuffered. co enjoy an Eng//b 85. 
bvernmont. An unſettled mode of governing, and the apparitioñ of ; 
freedom without the ſubſtance, will make every thinking indepep- } 
+ dent Briton rather prefer à ſettled, abſolute form of aftabliſhment, 
athan ſſueh a flevtings, painted ſhadow.” Phe uncertain tenure. of the 
largeſt property, under 12; government which: is xyer-mutable, and 
Whole limits ate not marked by the plain lines of , known laws and 
equitable ſanctions, will. incline all reaſanable' perſons rather to ſeek | 
an aſylum, here they may be ſute of holding a certain, though | 
ſmaller, benefit, ere they already know, or think they xHhO M. the 
worſt, than remain in a, ſituation, bete they ate ever ſyſpidiounof | 

eee agaipſt-their welfare; and retain any: them ſaund, not 

| the 
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Rr boſregrewedorhat the 
neaple-ofaha;colauitsrhautd-mot: ixbleft, podiftuebedicin' the poſe = 
ſoft ohecholaitlthelibotticiotitbeir; progtnirora,deadly.catncd;! af 
which ere een tor them; ivangribet they ſhoulda t 
be rather ab lünen bt Aged- ut hiftary ein iet,yuncell 
ages, there Ilias been bn ſet. of perſons uniting its effonts to enflaye 
mankind ; and another ſets toe ſughs attempts, and vingicate 
the cauſe of fedom, The aceidegtel circumſtances of men may, 
perhaps, ogg this Icinteregoe the gich abe tha batural enemies 
| of. the poor z anꝗ hg Y. ih ch; like the ingreqients of a 
Fr warfare, and ſtruggic 
| whichthallebe,uppermoſtz, yet, if beth parties could compoſo 


thergſelvesJorhet fatter would.nemain(pe@ablygtahe bottom; aud 
| all, the other particles range themſelwes in different, ſtrata, acgord- „ 
1EFPPFPFPFPFPFß / ²˙· top.” Jos 
 chcmyfteriousAanepibe gang of prutigative, which cayics = . 
ae den, a ee ee ee mdgrabin gm sn 
of popilerfatnds br hich anigankaic ub ede happens; ( e 
e ſomewhere: toad uber tr dente, bye! degrees, attain to; the 4 
ebe 4nd hero fettig iure In à oo, which, by the nature 

of chings, can Hogg hol dangers than whilſt. its inhabitants arg at 
cc; ach or ed bapioyedinthegvocations of induſtry; 

0G ing itlucelycondbeniere-impaticicycand bane fal to the, mother 
ae, hen wourbduce. part} ftu dh The contagion of this peſti- 

be reaches t and wide3 noud gf fa perlt Of Ver Negroes | 
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nei, Wadde of tine; obfinytionztrovall proficablerbu- 
due, dre this Jeblt rrtfal bapdequenbes. + Fortönes have been c- '/ 
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© HE governor is „ the tons as of legiſta- 
Imre: generalifficho ef i ch military Serre vice-adrmical 
Lor conſervation of the nights af Elotzam, Jetfop, dot and pre- 
aent on trials for piracy, under the . Fal, fan, chancelior,. and 
Teeper of the great ſeal, of, Ahe i end 3, judge. f probata.of, wills 
and: granting adminiftrationg in the ecclefiaſtieal; court ;/ judge of 
appeal in the court of errors. | He it filed, ff;governar of 1 —9 
z and of the territories thereun depeuding in America. By theſe 
tterritorles are ſuppoſed ta be sant the thread flands,. ſi- 
Austed a few leagues Weſtward of Jamaica; the logwood — — 
Honduras; Campeache bay g and. the country of the Moſquito In- np 
Ane; who, having many years fnce ſubmitted yoluntarily do the a 
. crown” of . Great-Britaip, and.,admitted ſevetal Britiſh ſubjeQs: 2 - = 
enjoy; very large tracts of land among thera, may: juſtly. nom be 1 
emed adopted; ſubjects of the empite, and merit our encourage» 
ment, not only for their long and faithful attachment o us, but 
for their annual conſumption af Britiſh manufatures, by dans 
inconſiderable ; for which they pay us in valuable productions f 
the Continent. But to retum to te governor. He is a vier 3 
a legiſlator 2 à general; a judge in equity and law, in cocleſiaſtical 
"and 1 M maritime affairs combination of - offices, which, at firſt 
_ views ſeem to require ſuch an tion, ſuch / com- 
. * of * vam, — and ee 
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46 dre 6ſt ineetiffrette with the Timited perlod of tortat ex 
iſtence;” or With the common faculties of the human tind. RG 
rhen'are we to expect from thoſe governors, whoſe education and 
habs wended more to miſlead,” than ittſtruèt them in the 
knowledge of theſe ſo very diffimilar functions, and who cannot be 
ſuppoſed to "know what has never been any part either of their 
ſtudy or purſuit? Would. not a Chineſe 'philoſopher, if he was 
to be told of theſe various employments thus centred in one man, 
neceflatily conclude, the firſt and ableſt geniuſes were ſelected from 
the whole nation, to undertake and execute à ſyſtem of duty ſo 
complicated But what muſt be his amazement, to be informed, 
that, 7 in general, their qualifications have been neither enquired | into. 
nor regarded, in the appointment From the commander of a 
brigade of foot, a gentleman is metamorphoſed, on a ſudden, into a 
grave judge of coe to diſcuſs caſes in equity, ſolve knotty points 
of law, or er pound the doctrine of laſt wills, deviſe, and inheri- 
tance. What is to be expected from fuch judges ? May they not 
either commit groſs abſurdities from ignorance, male arbitrary de. 
cifions from àvaritious or tyrantiical principles, be remifs ant dilds 
tory from a ſcrupulbus fear of doing wrong, ot, conſcious of their 
own weakneſs, reſt themſelves. on the private opinion of ſome ſelfiſh. 
retainer to the law, * who has cunning enough to turn this abfotute 
controul over a governor S e e to His own lucre in tlie courſe 
of Practice? PT I heard of a calony-chavicellor, who uſed % 
throw the dice, in order to 6 iis which Way he ſhould: decree: 
the hi elt throw went in fayour of complamant; the- loweſt, for 
defendant, Sometimes (fie ſtory ſa 5 his decrees were confirmed: 
but whether he was right once in Ave” times, or oſtener, I muſt. 
leave to the enquiry of thoſe WhO ure Kariied in the calculation of 
chances. I have been told of another, who, after the cauſe (Which 
reſpected a certain titke-deed thew given in evidence) was finiſhed, - 
found himſelf exceedingly puzzled with the arguments of counſel 
on, both ſides. But at length, happily diſcerning the giſt, and de- 
livering his opinion, chat, if it were not for that fame Goed, no 
« cauſe of litigation would remain between the parties,” which 
they affured him was extremely true; he very wiſely poked it into 
the. fire, and conſumed it before their faces, in order to take away 
. . the 
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ſome b F Mons. 1 : 15 7 Peg fro pig ancel} 0 i 5 
ing, wh ich the chancellof denie havin > poke, 99 EFery, 
one preſent CEO him, tl at the b ad uttered dhe Ay to Ro mpleat 
Jl earn A the e Fel Sr High K conte? "Hh 
t. The fame. chancel] 148 Danſe pecte OK avi ng. 
5 a ſuit tobe inſtitutegd. * „ Fran, of Age ho. 
had oppoſed; c J 5 gs, in the, colony. © 537 10 25 wo t 
| have ,ſet up an attatugy at law to 355 a 1190 clog 
2 gemleman, aud ic haxe given ad ecree, ip. favour, of. Fo 
Which entitled Bis, 0 immediate el Bon; ae pls 
Great-Britainz the RFI? wn At e 5 iny 4 18 as to 55 1 15 
ported Le., Bepoxt1 H, cas, another waive Cour 1 
e 
Which way he decided, g he would not thus 5 er ir if 
waar oi 170 oe pet |, court... he "reaſon he e 
dee rd e an Mile aps, the" . 
chancery (about 50%. per anntin L were hot proportioned ths, 
trouble and, drudgery of fitting ;. As, 1 F the, large ſalary Swen "i, £ 
and the Whole emoluments of. his 3 Were not a ſy cient 
compenſation for his trouble in, the exerciſe 9 bis ſeveral. Juties... 


The fame chancellor uſed, when hey did ſit, to cite "the kin ng's in. 


ſtructions as rules of his conſcience. in that Saler! J. need. jt a 
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our governors; have been ingenuoug enough 5 . that there 8 
— they diſliked ſo much and .undery 
ſtood ſo little, as that, of determining. cavies...in. the.caurts of. 17 
cety. and ordinary. Nonwonder, neren ae eh be 
wildered in a maze-of dqubł and uncertainty ; liable fuer ene 
if they rely on their own, opiqion (which, however, is 147 1 
ſcientious mode of deciding); and. to partjalitics and q WAN 
they ſuffer their judgementits be influcaced . and perverted, 3 4 
ing advice of venal, crafty. perſons, » who will be more like] y been 
ſult the fattening their, own 2 555 than preſerving, tbe, 112 50 oF 's. 
charagter, gm e Ae ne. of , this mercenary ſtamp pf. 
apy to, v 10 15 ves. on, þ a, 0 intionate_ confid nt of a- 
Sener ike e ce Who we e kppear in the height 
ot. 15 in Vo men o "rank „ beauty, zd Mrtue, and t thus bring, | 

een ee Thy upan their reputation. As a remedy - 
for, this we may. Ae e the office of chancellor to be held and ex 
erciſed, b) a. diffin6t. perlpn dr perons : for example ;, by ober of mare 
old  harpiltess,, who have. prachted d st the bar a.certain, number. ot 

L865 (pprteen. at; the each, of. known. .good: abiliry,.. moderate; 
= fortunes, and. reſpectable characters; Who ſhould haye a falary, to 
de paid by; the illand, over and, above. t ,cuſtomary; fees, and 

7 Gould, every year hold, f four courts, . at (ated 1 0 for motions and 

| Be ng ang, four 1 170 Nothing, is more true, than that 

the procraſt ination, of Juſtice. is 25 grievous as a denial .of it. The 
ben, proceſs, of the ch [9 ice court is the principal cauſe 'of its 
eigg ma le OE anCuary for Kpaves, and malicious litigants. | 

The eaſy. and hone eſt, | method of giving relicf 1 in this caſe is, by 

frequent FA thus .connteras ting the vis i inerlice of proceſs — 

the great, energy with 'whic it is urged forward. „This is one means 
Br e e ſutts: "another 1 7 by rendering the inftitu- 


| pence, and Puke 1 1 On fall upon the party. m the wrong. in 
all. 1 80 ſuits; and this will be no inequitable tax upon bis 
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The produce of this tax dh meld de e by the bier 
and by him accounted for, and paid over once a month to the re- 
ceiver- general, deducting a fee of ſix pence in the pound ſot his 
trouble) might be applied towards defraying the chancellors ſalary; 3 
which officer ſhould be. removeable by the governor” by advice f 
His council, ot by his majeſty in council, upon due proof and cone. 
viction of milllemeanor in office. The' governor to be atlowed- gl. 
per annem by the iſland, in addition to his Fo Gary, for the loſs of. "his 
uſual profits of this office. The judge of probate of wills, and 
granting adminiftrations, thould alſo be a diſtinet perſon;. a man 
fortune ſufficient. to ſet him above corrpption, qualified by edu. 
or this office, and f latisfied: to  tranfaQ it for the cuſtomary fees and 
emoluments, which, T believe, do 'not exceed 1001. per annum, in- 
cluding the ſeal- fees on every dedimug; This fee is 2/. 75. 6d. which 
might {ill be paid to the governor: but, if it ſhould appear, upon fair 
inquiry, that the remaining fees ſhould come ſhort of 1007. ſurely, 
this appointment would not fall very heavy on the public, in beſtow- 
ing fuch an annual ſalary. Perhaps, no perſon is better qualified for 
this duty than a ſenſible clergyman. Our governors have uſually 
given the rectory of Spaniſh town to a man of good character and 
ability. The ſtipend and ſurplice-fees of this Jiving ace a vety ſuf- 
ficient proviſion to keep the incumbent. above meanneſs and venality : 
beſides, he is refident where the court of ordinary has been uſually 
held; and the public would have a firm ſecurity for his faithful diſ- 
charge of the office, if he was to be declared, by law, to incur for- 
feiture of his ſtipend, upon being legally found guilty of makprac- 
tice and corruption in the office of ordinary, The addition of 1000. 
a year to the reQor's income might be a deſirable object to him, who 
has 
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has fo! many leiſure hours to ſpare; and, perhaps, it might not be 
equally b eiigible, or ſo proper i in all reſpects, for moſt others. The 
governor's juriſdiction, as chancellor and ordinary. bring, in in the 
courſe of * the greateſt ſhare of this country's open 
"ny e eee ; er N een another arts EO” 
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civil” Nit. "By degrees, s the colonies grew richer and more popu- 
Tous,” they gave preſonts r, Vonstiend 'to Tych governors as merited 
well,” or had art end 95 eajols Wem into good. humour. The 
brown at feng Rating, that, if overiiors were left at liberty to - 
take whatever was given by. the people, they might accept bribes; . 
and relax” in their care of prerogative, with a View to pleaſe their 
bentfattors, forbade them te accept” of any gratuity, - unteſs-ſettled - 
upon them by 4 la, on theit entranoe into adminifttation;. to-con- - 
unde during the: term of: i it. Wen A perperual revenue was eſta- 
blied in Jamaica, the g 's ſalary was fixed. at 2 500 . cur-- 
rency per: antum,” and charg ged upon wit fund. Tho. inhabitants 
have, fince that time, uſually tnade an avginentation: to it'of 2506 J. 
more. Our governor, for the time being, has likewiſe a farm ſtocked - 
with cattle "and "ſheep, and 4 mountain ſottlement for proviſions,” 
with a comfortable houſe upon it:; both at "ſmall diſtance from the 
ſeat of government.” His emoluments altogether-are computed, one 
year with another, ati certain 5000 J. ſterling per annum, in time of 
peace: but they exceed this in ib: of War z the. granting letters of 
marque, and commiſſioning cartels, © or Hibs ok. ue, being no in- 
conſiderable perquifites.. In the hands of ſome genilemen, whoſe - 
vigilance nothing could eſcape, it has been raiſed. to much more, by 
the fate of eſcheats, rectories, and. all other appointments, Which 
happened to fall vacant during their adminiſtration. Some have 
practiſed this; and others deſcended to very culpable meanneſſes, 
till they cantrwed to make the profits double what I have men- 
Sand: l "for 1 e ay and fixty' offices of profit in this 
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bens it however from i ſenv iug theſe purpoſes, that „became only a 
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Mafia! Sieve ict ding belleffcsnz bade of kiel ar inthe mw 
i sabGldteprant bp wardtiatyi anbofcthe reminder heaps 
this appointmbnt;?! 2 tempore upon accidental widoanicicg by1odearhy 
ſuſpenſſon, of otherwile: ' / Atgovernbrjtmotbt;rapycions Aitpofftion, 
might Güqbeftisnabiy ſapport-ch& dignity Gt his 1 
cefſary Point, live With elegance, and lay up 30607.” ſterling pe 
annum. The colonies are remarkable for having always ſhewn 4 
ſpirit of Hberality e their goyembrs; which rarely met with ; 
a grateful return. The inhabitants 'of Barbados Were drawn in to 
grant to the crown four und alf per cent! on their land produce 


annüdaty? Which, (they were «fluged, ſhould be ſtrictiy app d to 


all the) contiugences and exigences of their govechmehr. Þ Sofa” 


preſent from the Crown to worchleſs favourites „ andthe Feople ha 
the mortification to find; that not à ſhillin es cxpeydge- on 
the uſes for Wh Eh it had teen Ftatited./ #7 The pegplf of, Jamaica, 
profittiig* by example, rehſted;7and-efeape dd tat, // AHR fe: 
cured foi this impoſition, they havg oeverthale(Fexceededithe' pro 
vifion, male in their deus bill, which is pofled-at,x 
-acceffion of every, he, Sovet bora 1. hive ahead 
This addition they mean as an inducer | to 3 
therm cell! A governor fcenſiders it it ut different light:: Hor, this 
ack of liberality being conbhrmed and NMengthengd ina Hufe of 
ſevèral years, he regards dt as ng matten pf right belonging to 
him, as what is called the kings far, whfeh is reis wur fene 
illand revenue. It maſt be owhedithetightky 7 
Plaiſant at Hirt bening oute botze the bül being ones paſſed ieh 
ſettles the anünit) upotr: him during is g nt. be ſeems to 
c ere ſenſe of obligation. He ads Aike /s room „ 
ecoates and threſſes the- ſteed that ferog free dom in the paſture, 
uhitil the bridle is fixed in its: mouth u,, tien ting on its back, 
whips, kicks, aud ſpurs n. on through thick aud thin; without 
merey. The people, it muſt be allowed haus ſhewm ſome, pra- 
dence in granting this falary only during rhe goverhof's ackuafsteß- 
dende iu the ſtand; by which precaution, no perſom appbintecꝭ tothe 
pot cam euſdythieſe fruits of t without com ing to reſide here; atid 
- not? pug ne mheniant.” ne People have; now and 
e : 8 hh then, 
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_ pas an annual bills but this could only be effected with a new go- 
vernorsſ and ſuch à man having generally (as a ſtranger) many 
friends, and no enemies, the aſſembly have relented, from a genero- 
ſity and good · nature peculiar to them, and from an unwillingneſs 
to greet a gentleman of rank, on his firſt arrival among them, in a 
manner that might ſeem diſobliging, and to carry the appearance of 
= a puniſhment inflicted upon him for the fins. of his predeceſſors in 
= office. It had been better, pethaps, if, like the people of New- 
= England, they had ſhut their eyes and ears againſt every argument, 


_ dot che peace and welfare af their country. If their donation was 


originally intended as a purchaſe of friendſhip, and they found, by 
experience, that they gained nothing by making payment before · 
= hand; they ought to have been leſs liberal to men of whoſe diſ- 
poſitions they were totally ignorant. A competent knowledge might 
= have been obtained of both upon proper enquiry and reaſonable 
= trial: the reward ſhould have followed the ſervice; for the expec. 


== tation of future recompence will, in general, be more prevalen! 
with mankind, and ſtimulate more to good deeds, than a ſenſe a 
== gratitude for paſt fayours ; a ſenſe, that too often is obſerved, like 
tbe memory of diſtant tranſactions, to grow every day more faint 


and inactive, until at length it becomes totally obliterated. A go- 
vernor, having once eſtabliſhed his ſalary, has nothing left to wiſh, 
or deſire, from the people, except the pepularis aura, the breath of 
applauſe, which it has been faſhionable for all thoſe to diſdain, who 
were ambitious of being well with the miniſter : for, as the miniſter 
is the object either of deteſtation or popularity, his ſubalterns muſt, 
in common good - manners, take ſhare with him in the former, and 
nat rival him too far in the latter. A governor, then, having got 
all he can expect from the bounty of the iſland, exclaims, with 


Syphax in the play, * Cz/ar, I'm | wholly thine !” and, neceſſarily 


turning his eye towards his - miniſterial creator, purſues ſuch a 
ſyſtem of conduct as, he thinks, will beſt obtain preſent protection, 
and entitle him to future remunerations at home, after the taſk. of 
his prætorſhip ſhall be accompliſhed. I mean not. to give offence : 
I apply to no particular man. The Roman provinces were not with- 
out their Verres. Our ifland has unfortunately been ſcourged by 
nen, L 4 — oP © ps more 
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more than one of that family I muſt⸗i therefore, exhort my ge- 
nefots counttymen to draw: their putſe-·ſttingꝭ with diſcretion, and 
never loſe Hght of the beacons held out to view in itheit ſiſter co- 
logies, as well as in their o¹] rn. It is more natutal to ſuppoſe, that 
a man, who has himſelf an intereſt in a country, ſhould be more 
concerned for the good government of. it, than one Who look upon 
it as a temporary dwelling [y], whither he has procured himſelf to be 
ſent; to build à fortune from the ground, or patch uf one that; is 
wearing ints' ſtate of dechy. Thel people of Barbadoet, in the 
year 1662, by the perſuaſion, it is thought,» of Lord Willoughby 
th6igavernory) paſſed that fatal law before noticed, granting to the 
WE! four and half. per cem. <4 apon' alt dead Co mOdities of the 
. | growth or produce of their/jflandy: ſhipped: off the ſame. “ This 
. intended, for mbintaining the honour and! dignity of go- 
„ yerhment there, the charges of the meeting of the ſeflions-houſe, 
«- the-attendarice of the counolli repatution of forts, building a ſeſſions - 
| houſe and priſon, ſubſiſtingthe'regular troops, the goveinior's.1a- 
* « lary, and all other public charges and eontingences incumbent on 
„ gevernment.“ Not one of which articles was in the leaſt com- e 
plied with; but, on the contrary, the inhabitants were obliged, b 3 
other taxes, to defray all the charges of their government: none f,. 
ile money remained in Barbadoes, except with the collectors of. the 
duty. Charles II. in whoſe reign this grant was made; laid claim 
to the whole ſor the ſupply, of his privy- purſe, and diſtributed it 
away in penſions; ſo that the iſland received no benefit whatever 
ſrom it! The people made ſome attempts, particularly in 1675, 
when their country way" almoſt deſolated' by a terrible hurricane, to” 
get this Jaw repealed; and petitioned for this purpoſe, but withoot 
effect; for the doctrine of reſunding never holds in theſe caſes. 80 
far from giving any redreſs, an additional duty was laid upon their 
| | ſugar in the following reigu; which, though obtained in parliament 
| upon the faith of the king's promiſe ſ gl, ** that, if it proved grie- 
| „vous to the Plantations, it ſhould be taken off,“ has been ever 
wp erge- in breach of the royal word, notwithſtanding the 
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aby refentufidhs of afrels ereby occaſßened; and, i0 ſubſe- 
quent. feigüs, it bag Beth fwelled with freſh augmentations. About 
l the year't 22,1  Worlley being appbinted governor of the ſame 
30469.” the fem) Mete Jette on Him 6808 / a year ſterliog, for 
the ſupport of his povettiinett, V bär far exceeding che ability of 
the people, 6 Tels" that” af. ET Hed en Negrote:! This was 
over and above” the ufual fees and fred el office, which alone 
would. have been ſufficient for his perfonal and houſhbld expences. 
It Was granted from tlie hope, chat it would induce him to obtain 
redreſs * r An grievances, and feſlore peace and tranqu Vity to the 
ifland. "The covernor, "however, Raving ſecutely faſtened this buf- 
then upon "Wee whobiders, Was 10 Cöfd of all feptimenk and grati- 
Nude; that he ezefciſed his authority over the people in the moſt ar- 
Bitrary and unwarrautable männer“ This at laſt grew ſo intolerable, 
chat ne incenſed” ſuffertrs” came to an almoſt a roſolution not 
to pay the tax. Hefeupon he applied for orders From" home: for 
Paten the law hem” The 1 him, 
but in vain. The inhabitants paid, at that time, 10, oo0 J. a year to 

the unappropristed revente; and 50, 008“. a year in cuſtoms. They 
Lein d, the land had been fo far from rea ping any advantag 

© from their indiſereet generoſity, that, on the contrary; the publi 
40 good was entirely neglected: and no menaſures taken to redreſs their 
* prievances; but his excellency and his creatures had thereby 
e been better enabled, and more at leiſure, to oppreſs the inhabi- 
- « tants; the militia had been totally neglected; their fortifications 
« ſuffered to go to decay; the public ſtores were embezzled ; and 
« all perſons in office under his exeelleney buſied in nothing but 
« how to raiſe fortunes from the ruins of the people: that, by this 
tax, all che current caſh of the iſland was brought into his ex- 
« cellency's coffers; trade ſtagnated; the value of the iſland pro- 
„ duce was lowered, to the vaſt dainage of the diſtrefled inhabitants, 
ho were forced to part with their goods at any price, to raiſe 
« their quota of a tax, not only heavy in itſelf, but doubly grievous 
ein regard to the ill effects it had upon trade, ard the markets in 
&« the colony.” Such is the picture exhibited, by the repreſentatives, 
of the wretched ſtate tawwhich their country was reduced by an ex- 
cels of > and bounty, laviſhed on their baſe and worthleſs 
2 governor, 
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governor. Fre, was the vice · roy, ſelected from a great Kiagdomz 
and ſent to fleece and play the tyrant over the induſtrious planters of- 
an abuſed colony... Such was their ſupreme, legillator,. and com- 

mander in chief. The baſhaw,. who Would be found guilty of: 
having perpetrated ſuch iniquities in a Turkiſh province, would in- 
fallibly forfeit. his head, or periſh by the bow-ſtring... But our 
Engliſh deſpot was permitted to fit down quietly .in the enjoyment. | 
of bis plunder, to laugh at the eaſy credulity,. and mock. che. impo-- 
tent rage, of an injured, people. At the time when this hero 
thought proper to quit the iſland, and repair to England, near 
20, Oo J. of this money was in arrear. This he proſecuted, and 

recovered to the uttermoſt ſarthing. The bad effects of this enor- 
mous and fatal grant were the principal cauſe of the ſteddineſs· of 
the New-England aſſembly, in oppoſing tho. ſtated ſettlement of an 
annual ſalary on their governor, although he was a native, and 
therefore not likely to miſuſe the treaſures that might be given him. 
They have inflexibly perſiſted in this wiſe reſolution ever ſince; and 
experience has not only confirmed them in the propriety of their 
conduct, but has alſo taught them this poſition, that their deter- 
mined inf exibility has forced their governors thankfully to accept a 
ſalary according to the meaſure and mode preſeribed by e 
eee amen, e, 
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THE governor ne all * in the militia indepen- 
dently of the council and aſſembly, and takes them away at diſcre- 
tion. It is, in part, by an improper exertion of this power, that the 
militia of our iſland is much degenerated from what it antiently was, 
The policy of it requires every man to enliſt, who is capable of 
ſerving ; and our militia. laws have enforced this maxim, How in- 
jurious, therefore, muſt it prove to the welfare of the iſland, and its 
ſecurity, that men of fortune and ability haye fo often been caprici- 
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regale the paſſions and "IA of ſuch governors !/ Few ſuch. 
men are now ambitious of ſerving. Inſtead of. this, they haſten to 
be fuperſeded by the governor, that they may retire as reformed of- 
ficers, not being compellable to accept a commiſſion inferior in 
rank to what they have before held. Governors, having no in- 
tereſt in the fate of the country, nor caring what became of it 
after their preſent turn was ſerved, have too frequently been ad- 
dicted to theſe abuſes; promoting mean and unworthy perſons to 
commiſſions of rank, and arbitrarily removing gentlemen of the 
moſt reſpectable gualißcations, to make way for them. There i is 
nothing of more conſequence to the ſafety of the iſland; than to 
keep up a well-diſciplined and properly: officered militia, and to 
make this ſervice (which is without pay) ſo hongurable, as to be 
coveted by the moſt opulent men in the iſland. The way to effect 
this is, to obtain che royal ſanction· to a law which ſhall deprive t the 
| governor of this pernicious power, and leave him the right of ap- 
pointing with advice and conſent of his council but in no caſe to 
veſt him with authority: to. break, or ſuperſede, an officer, except 
= after a regular, fair trial, conviction, and judgement, by a caurt- 
= martial. If this: regulation took place, no officer could be ſtripped 

of his commiſſion without having been guilty of ſome miſdemea- . 


4 | nor ta deſerve. ſuch diſgrace; and governors would not be left at 
wanton liberty to ſacrifice; to their private ſpleen and petulance, the 


general good ofthe. iſland. It is greatly to be wiſhed, that his ma- 
Jeſty would ſo far relax his Prerogative in this neceſſary point, ſince 
the very being of his colony ſeems to require it. The terms of 
every man's patent here provide, that he ſhall bear arms, and defend 
the iſland againſt all inſurrections againſt his.majeſty's government, . 
and hoſtile invaſions of foreign enemies. But what defence is to 
be expected, on the one · hand, from a parcel of hired ſervants, who 
have no intereſt worth contending for; and, on the other, from 
men of real property, who, by becoming reformed or ſuperſeded 
officers, are in a manner excluded from all active ſervice, and to- 
tally unpractiſed in the uſe of arms, and knowledge of military dif- 
cipline? A new regulation · of out militia ſeems to be much wanted; 

but the ſtricteſt rules of war will be ineffectual, while this exor- 
wry WY SullergÞ to remain in the hands of a commander 
in chie 4 
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eople. They m be conſidered as the 


Habitdnr from bis hufbakidry,"6# trade, th fade eonterts in ehe poli. 
tical feld, with no leſs detriment to the clohy, than to the mother 


to diſpenſe with tileſe iuſtrücttons, Gr errförce. Nriuy of therm are 
og 


from their governor with jealouſy and ſuſpicion. Hence a total 
want of confidence; which is followed” by mutual diſcontent and 
hoſtile behaviour. Hence the public buſineſs is interrupted, the af. 
fairs of adminiſtration neglected, tlie people diffatisfied, and anxious 
for a change, Theſe inſtructions are never. communicated to the 
6 | People 
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e. by ſome governors g and,) by others, they are retailed in 
only sto ſhews, that their hands are tied up from doing 
what, perhaps, the colony exigences, and univerſal voice of the 
people, require. A man, armed with ſecret orders and inſtitutions, 
comes, like an aſſaſſin, with a dagger concealed. beneath his cloak: 
and his Imiliog countenauce is juſtly] regarded as a cover to ſome 


. 


villainous deſign. . Is it becoming the dignity and candour of Britiſh . : 


government, to tolerate, ,now-a:days; this appearance of perfidy and 
under- hand dealing? Inform the people at once what is expected 
fromm them; and, if it is legal, not ar man would lift his hand 
againſt . Eſtabliſh mutua / cunfdenct. This is the/ only way to 
make Hritiſſi ſubjects in love with, var boon and ever ready With 
their hearts: and put ſes. Tou may gain both by openneſs of con- 


duct but yo muſt ever depend on finding them ſhut faſt againſt 


duplicity. Diffidence directs the way to caution; caution to re- 
ſiſtance. In the primitive unſettled times of colonization, inſtruc- 
tions mip ht be proper; ini this age, they ſeem in great meaſure un- 
neceſfary aud inſigniſicant, the ſprings of much. animoſity, and of 
no one apparent advantage to government. If they ſerve: for ſhelter, 


to d bad governor, ithat'he:may'iſcreen/himſelf-from the reſentment: 
of an injured community, : they will as aſſuredly be turned into 


ſtumbling· blocks in the way of an upright! one. 1 are diſliked 
by fueh | rae Dag _ . 57 the. Fete ENT 
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this iſlanfl are fond of oppoſition, to their governors; that they are 
ever diſcontented, and! factious. This notion, artfully diſſeminated - 
by bad governors and their adherents, is extremely unjuſt. The na- 
tive ſpirit of freedom, which | diſtinguiſhes Britiſh ſubjects beyond 
moſt” others, is not confined to the mother country; but diſcovers it- 
ſelf d in the temoteſt Paris of her empire, and chiefly in a, reſiſtance 


to 


og — 


4 85 Ee ee 

to acts of ppgrelh on, and ſuch unwarrantable meaſures, 6 they. 
ktiow; or at leaſt believe, have 'a certain tendeney to abridge them 
of thoſe Tights to which they lay claim in virtue of our excellent 
conſtitution. It has been obſeryed by a writer, and very juſtly, that, 

' whenever any innovations are, "by whewiniffraton at home, intended 
to be made upon the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of our colonies, they 
naturally will begin with ſome inſignificant colony, and, from pre- 

_ cedents of impotent colonies, proceed to impoſe on the more rich 
and valuable Ones. A recollection of attempts of this nüture, and 
the apprehenſion of loſing any part of their eſtabliſhed rights, render 
the colonies ever vigilant, jealons, and ready in oppoſition to their 
governors, upon the firſt glimmering of ſuch an intention to impoſe 
vpon them. It muſt be confeſſed, that adminiftration firſt allufed 

people to ſettle in the colonies by every offer of favour and indul- 
gence; yet has it afterwards been, at all times, too prone to repent, 

as it were, of its generoſity, and to endeavour to draw back again 
ſome part of its firſt conceſſions. The attempt, during the reign of ; 

Charles II. to impoſe the Iriſh mode of legiſlation upon this iſland, 

is Qill..freſh-in their memory: not lefs ſo are the many ſubſequent 

endeavours. to abridge their legiſlative freedom; to ſubſtitute —4 

king's inſtructions for laws of the iſland; to hold theix acts of aſ- 

ſembly in ſuſpenſe, until the pleaſure of the crown ſhould be "ks 
to raiſe money by governor, and council, without the concurrence of 
the people's repreſentatives z and other enormities of the like nature. 

Beſides, not a few needy miniſterial dependents have been ſhuffled 

into this government, merely to enable them to repleniſh their 

empty bags by meanneſs and oppteſſion ; Jome of whom, being far- 
inferior in fortune, education, and ability, to many gentlemen in the 
iſland, have juſtly become the objects of their contempt, if not ab- 
horrence. The gentlemen of this iſland regard a governor in no 
other light than as their fellow ſubject. Tf he acquits himſelf with 
honour, good ſenſe, and propriety, in his office, they reſpect and 
eſteem him accordingly: but, as they are for their own parts honeſt, 
undeſigning, frank, and munificent in their diſpoſitions ; it is very 
natural for them to deſpiſe a perſon inveſted with this high office, 
who ſullies it with the haughtineſs, baſeneſs, penury, and rapacity, 


of his temper and actions. If a governor, rt himſelf on board 
a man 


Hook EF CHAP. 1. - Ys 
a man ef Wat, win take upon him, in a fir of "wrath, to lay men 
in irohs in @ common gaol, to laugh at' the habeas corpus, and at- 
tempt innovations in government of the moſt dangerous tendency ; ; 
ought he not to be reſiſted? If another, qualified by preeminent 
abilities for governing with honour, ſinks unhappily beneath the 
influence of an avarice which neither a ſenſe of duty to the nation, 
nor regard. to his office and character, can reſtrain; Proſtitutes all 
for money; and not only practiſes himſelf, but encourages in ſub- 
ordinate departments, the moſt pitiful exactions; if, ſullying every 
virtue of his heart with diſingenuity in his profeſſions, rapacity 
and deſpotiſm in his actions, he ſtabs the trade of the colony, 
ſets the inhabitants at variance with each other, impairs the public 
credit, degrades the dignity, and abuſes the duty and power of his 
truſt; ean it excite wonder, if ſuch a ruler ſhould be oppoſed by 
all, except that moſt ſervile and abandoned herd which is endued 

with the like ſordid paſſions, and actuated by the ſame views, as 
himſelf? Our misfortune is, that the people at home are informed 
of the exiſtence of theſe diſputes and diſguſts, without knowing 
the true and genuine ſprings: of them. When they hear the inha- 

bitants blamed,” the governor extolled, they ſhould reſerve their de- 
termination until they. can learn the whole merit of the caſe on 
both ſides ; for they would then find, that, nine times in ten, the 
people are in the right, their . governor greatly culpable. Acts of 
arbitrary power, and other miſdemeanors in office, ' which frequently 
involve a whole colony in diſcord,” muſt ever be attended ultimately 
with conſequences diſagreeable to all perſons in Great-Britain who 
are connected with it in commercial tranſactions. Such perſons 
rarely look further, than to ſee that the conſignments arrive in 
their: hands regularly and punctually. They chuſe not to have the 
ſober walk of trade interrupted with the cabals and polities of a 
colony: they judge theſe to be incompatible (as indeed they ſeem) 
with the ſpirit and ſueceſs of mercantile bufineſs; they are, there- 
fore, ever forward in cenſuring the planters for leaving the main+ 
chance, to contend againſt the violences of a governor;''tjot! conſt 
dering that a colon muſt eeaſe to flouriſh, the planters to be in- 
duſtrious, their ſettlements to thrive; trade itſelf to proſper, Or 
their xemittances to flow plentifully towards Great- Britain, when- 
Vor. I. G ever 
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ever, the inhabitants are deprived! of thoſe noceſſary bebofita, pro- 
tection and encouragements, Which chiefly gender their ſettlements 

. eligible, the colony vigorous : for ſuch wers the true and original 

foundations upon which tho galoniſts were finſt induced to exhauſt 
their purſeg. and almoſt their lives, in theſe diſtant corners of i the 

world. They may think it immaterial: but I will venture to ſay, 
mat no governor! will ever be acceptable to tlie tolony, [whoſe | dif. 
poſition and behaviour do not qualify him to be! beloved at home. 
On the ather hand, a governor, who poſſoſſes a generous heart, a 
liberal and comprehenſive mind, a fuavity of manners, and virtuous 

principles, will ever be admired, reſpected, and almoſt adored, among 

the inhabitants, Such gentlemen as Lord Howe, at \Barbadoes ; 
Sir William Beeſton, and the late governor: Trelawney, at Jamaica; 

will always command the affections and putſes of à colony. But, 

as for the whole tribe of hirelings, tools, and ſycophants, men of 
narrow ſouls and mean prejudices, they muſt never expect to 
meet with that friendly reception amongſt plain, honeſt men, to 

which neither their character, principles, nor conduct, entitle 

them. Their conceit and vanity, on being elevated to a vice- 
royalty, will pervert what little underſtanding they poſſeſs; and, 

when joined to a corrupt heart, and a ſelfiſh, ſervile turn of mind, 
they muſt neceſſarily be prompted to exerciſo every ſpecies of wanton 

caprice, and J oppreſſive and arbitrary meaſures; deſcending, at the 

ſame time, to the loweſt: practices of venality and diſhonour. The 

whole body of our Jamaica merchants and traders is deeply in- 
tereſted in the appointment of a governor of that iſland, While 
the iaternal tranquillity and harmony of the planters remain unin- 
terrupted by wanton inſults and miſ- rule of their governors; and 

while the traders of the iſland receive all due encouragement and 

protection in every uſeful branch of their commerce; the whole 
and united force of induſtry throughout the iſland, every por- 
tion of time, will be applied, in one general exertion, to the in- 
<reaſe of produce, and ſucceſsful progreſs of trade. The effects of 
this, in punctual and ſatisfactory remittances to the mother country, 
muſt (we may ſuppoſe) be more pleaſing and deſirable to the Britiſh 
merchant, than to Liter under thoſe e diſappointments, 
&:: | 40 alarms, 
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alarms; delays, and ſhort conſignments, which are uſually the con- 


ſequence of political diſtraction in a colony: by theſe, the hours, 
days, aud weeks, that ſhould. be devote to bufineſs, are conſumed 


in the vehemence of party wrangle and eleftion conteſts; the ; 


mills ſtand fill ; ſhops are ſhut up; and the whole country be- 
comes a ſcene of tumult and litigation. Seeing, therefore, the im- 
portance of their interpoſition, 1 Hacerely with, that they may, at 
all times hereafter, exert themſelves in preventing the appointment 
of any man, whoſe charactet, diſpoſition, or circumſtances, "may 
have a tendency: to produce à ſcene of diſcord and confuſion, ſo very 
obnoxious! to the intetreſt ard welfare of evety perſon connected 
with the ifland; It is, indeed, their particular duty to be thus at- 
tentives Wr tlie gentlemen of Jamaica have it hot in their power 
to conteſt auy appointment. though ever ſo unpleaſing to them; 
ſcarcely learning who 1 is to be their governor till he ſets foot among 
them. Beſides, the characters of public men are much better 
known in England than they Can be abroad: and, when perſons 
are honoured with this commiſſion, whoſe reputation and principles 

are irreproachable, and even highly approved in England; the 
people of Jamaica will, with greater propriety, merit the epithets of 
factious and turbulent, if they ſhould wantonly oppoſe the admi- 
niſtration of ſuch men. Factious need not be apprehended, if the 
perſon, appointed to this government, Joins integrity of heart to a 
competent ſhare of ability. Nor will; the duties of adminiſtration 
be ſo arduous, in the hands of ſuch a man, as might at firſt be ſup- 
poſed; for, in the conducting of ordinary buſineſs, after acquiring 
a knowledge of the forms, what remains will be found to glide on 
eaſily, by means of order aud method. In fad, the routine of bu- 
ſineſs is a point of the leaſt concern. Abilities will add luſtre to the 
ſtation, and may give diſpatch to buſineſs when righily applied. 
But the eſſential qualification is goodneſs of heart; without which, 
the greater the abilities are, the mote reaſon will the people have 
for dreading their proſtitution to bad purpoſes. In few words, the 
firſt great principle is, to mean wel! ; the next, to do well. 
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7 Tk cee and preſident of the Pal are 
I allowed, by the king's inſtruction, to take only ane half of 
the, geyenuc ſulary of g Soo. if they ſhould: ſucceed to the ſupreme. 
command 3 notwithſtanding that the expences, during their go- 
verument, are as large as thoſe of n governor in chief. If the! go- 
vernot and: lieutenant - governor happen to die, or ate obliged to be 
abſent from tlie iſland for a tWelyemonth, on account of health, one 
half of their revenue ſalary, or 12504 de volves, upon their demiſe, 
or during their, abſence, to the preſident of the cõνj] e ho then. 
becomes commander in ehief pra tamen In the tnean time, the 
country allbwance/of,2500/.-is ſuſpended, as lit is made payable only 
during actual reſidence on the ifland. Some miniſters. have con» 
ceived an opinion, that the ſurplus of, che governor's: revenue. ſalary,| 
via 12504 en annum, acetuing duriag the adminiſſtation of a licu- 
tenant · governot, or preſident, is a lapſe tothe rown, and lies 4 in 
his majeſty's. diſpoſal, at pleaſure. But in this they have been 
miſtaken, for want of knowiog, that, by our revenue: law, the crown. 
has fully granted, and conveyed away, all right: and pre tenſion to any 
ſuch ſurpluſage unto the public of Jamaica, ſot the uſes of go- 
vernment there [H., The crown, therefore, being precluded for 
ever by this grant, cannot alter the diſpoſition of it: and, in pur; 
ſuance of that. law, it is apptopriated, by, the legiſlature of the 
£3} By dauſe 28; it is enacted; © that the ſaid whole revenue ſhall be appropriated to me ſupport 
« of. the government of this iſland, and. the contingent charges thereof, and tho other uſes in this act 


mentioned; and to no other uſe, intent, or purpoſe, whatſoever.” And, by clauſe 23, “ all ſur- 
«« plafages of the revenue, or exceſs, over and above the ſtipulated nel eſtimate of 8oool. 
are to be applied ta ſuch uſes as the governor, council, and aflembly,.'by any. lav, may. think pro- 
« per.”—The meaning of which ſeems to be, that they ſhould not be applied, except under the di- 
rect ions of a poſitive law of. the ifland; nor to 0 1 uſes. other than the uſes of the iſland go- | 


vYernment. 
Hand, 
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iſland, in oY of the other proviſions for defraying the contingent | 
charges of government. / Previous to the exiſtence of this law, the 
crown diſpoſed of fines, forfeitures, quit- rents, and eſcheats, at 
plesſure. With. reſpect to the revenve allowance itſelf, of 2500 
the grown may ſtill grant it in ſuch meaſure, to the commander ia 
chief for the time being, as ſcems good: and, on the ſueceſſion of 
a lieutenant-governor, who is ordered to take only one moiety of that 
ſum, the other, moiety commonly ſetves as a ſinking Juna,. to make 
good deficiences i in any other branch. Nen 
Ita Is, ſuppoſed, that a preſident. of the council, 8 bim 
che : government, on the, demiſe, abſence, or non-appointment, . of a 
governog, or lieutenant - gqyernor, cannot legally difſo/ve the houſe of 
allembly, nor iſſue wiits for calling a new one; becauſe he bas no 
expreſs. eommifßon from the ſovereign, under the great ſeal of Great- 
Britain, giving him authority for this purpoſe. By the laws of Eng- 
at the king ought. ton be preſent in bis parliament, either in per- 
ſon, or by teptelentatiye. The manner in which he is repreſented 
1s by, 2 commiſhon under, the great ſeal, directed to certain eminent 
perſons: empowering, them to begin the parliament, to prorogue, or 
to diſſolve it. His majeſty's eommiſſion, under the great ſeal, to his 
locum tenentes, the. governor, or lieutenant- governor, authorizes them, 
by the ſame conſtitutional rule, to do and execute certain things 
which t ey could not otherwiſe legally or conſtitutionally do. I 
have never heard, that ſuch an robe to, diſſolve aſſemblies was 
eyer given to a preſident of the council and, if a preſident has at 
any time exerciſed ſuch a power without the authority of ſuch a 
commillion, I preſume it was wholly, illegal and unwarrantable. I 
have mentioned this, becauſe it ſeems neceflary that the extent and 
limits of their ſeveral provinces | ſhould be preciſely. marked, and 
publicly known. . Againſt the pppreſlive acts and miſ-rule of go- 
vernors, the people of the colonies have three modes. of redreſs. 
The firlt is, by petition to his majeſty in council, praying the re- 
movaliof , the offender. The. ſecond. by ſuit i in the court of king's- 
bench at Weſtminſter-hall J. The third, by complaint preferred, 
at the bar of the houſe of commons. The firſt mode is what has, 
berech geen purſued. It is true, his majeſty in council may not 
I l. Per ſtat, 11 & 12 Gul, 111. cap. 12. 
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have power to ullier any other degree of puniſhment "on the g 5. 
vernor, than removal from his poſt: but the colotiifts have been El 
risfied with bringing his tytannies to this period, without deficing to 
proſecute any further revenge. This mode, it 2 8. allowed, is 
extremely imperfect, and the redreſs dilatory. . ople mult be 
greatly incenſed, by a continual repetition of injuri s,” before they 

will make this requeſt to the throne?” and, comfidering the ite: 
neſs of their ſituation, the governor] has full leifure to. take ven- 
geance on his accuſers, previous to his recall: he may alſo throw 


ſuch obſtacles in the way, by diſſolving their aſſembiy, and refufing 


40 call another, as may prevent them from uniting, and framinp 
ſuch a petition in the regular way. Their laſt refource in this Gent 
is by temonſtrance of a grand jury; and of * this the hiſtory of Ja- 

maica furniſhes one example. The ſecond means of Aalen, is 


ſuitable only to ptivate wrongs done to individuals: for the col- 


lective body of the people cannot fue in the king's-bench court; 

or, if they could,” a lawecourt ſeems inſufficient for the” purpoſe, 
becauſe offences in government, though very grievous, can hardly 

ever be ſo accurately defined, as to be the proper objects of Kick,” A 
court, tied up by forms, and the rigid letter of the law. The third 
mode is undoubtedly" equal to the ſubject of complaint : but, 4s 

the bad conduct of any governor mult reflect ſome” ſeandal on his 
patrons, and thus involve them an his diſgrace; and as ſuch a perſon 
is generally powerful in his family or party connexions 'at home ; 
we do not find any example of effectual redreſs obtained through 
this channel. The colonies muſt, therefore, appear to be left too 
much expoſed; and not adequately provided with-a means of bring- 
ing a bad governor to condign puniſhment. Such a man can never 
be deterred by the fear of a recall, after he has enriched himſelf by 


his iniquities: fearleſs of any other conſequence, he regards it not 


as a puniſhment, but as a means given him of retiring quietly to 
enjoy the fruits of his mal-adminiſtration. It may not be i improper 
to cloſe this ſubje& with a ſketch of the conſtitution which prevails 
in the French iflands : but T ſhall leave it to the reader, to draw, his 
own concluſions from an impartial compariſon. 


The government of the ſeveral diviſions of the French iflands is 


in a governor, or general, an intendant, and a royal council. The 
8 | governor 


r 
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govetnior-is inveſted with a great deal of power; which, however, 


on the fide of the crown,” is checked by the intendant, who has the 
care of the king's rights, and whatever relates to the revenue; and, 
on the ſide of the people, it is checked by the royal council, whoſe 
office it is to ſee, that the people are not oppreſſed by the one, nor 
defrauded by the other; and they are all checked by the conſtant 
and jealous eye of the government at home; for the officers at all 
the ports in France are charged, under the ſevereſt penalties, to in- 


terrogate all captains of ſhips, coming from the colonies, concern- 


ing the reception they met at the ports they were bound to; how 


juſtice was adminiſtered to them; what charges they were made 


liable to, and of what Kinds: the pafſengen and even the ſailors, 
are examined upon theſe heads; and a verbal proceſs of the whole 
is formed, and tranſmitted with all ſpeed to the admiralty. Com- 
plaints are encouraged; but a difference is made between hearing 
an accuſation and condemning upon it. That the colonies may 
have as little load as poffible, and that the governor may have leſs 
temptation to ſtir up troublefome intrigues, or favour factions in his 
government, his falary is paid by the crown. His perquiſttes are 


none; and he is ſtrictly forbidden to carry on any trade; or to have 


any plantations: on [the Hlands' or on the continent, or any intereſt 
whatever: in goods or lands within his government, except the houſe 
he Hives in, and a garden for his convenience and recreation. All 
the other officers are paid by the crown, and out of the revenues of 
Old France. The fortifications are built and repaired, and the fol- 
ders paid, out of the ſame funds. 
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THE governor's privy- ſeal, or ſeal of office, is his coat of arms 
cut on a die about the ſize of a half. crown piece. This is uſed for 
ſealing orders of council, orders for ſurveying land, civil and mili- 
tary commiſſions, warrants, preſentations, and the like. The great 
ſeal of the iſland. is, I believe, equal in ſize to, the great ſeal of 
2 Great-Britain; 


& m fan AAo 
Great - Btitain. It, is affiged to all patents, commiſpons de lunaiico 
i guirendo, grand commiſſions of ithe peace, and of; oper. and ter- 
miner, writs ſor electing / members! of the aſſembly, and generally 
to all ſuch inſttuments as are ſealed i in Ae, like PSOne. in Great: 
BOAR, ; 044d baRngao tag: au eng oi a 8 vr 11 2aito 
On one ade of 5 great ſeal, are the 1 5 * 22 wh d titles, On 
the reverſe! in the time of Charles. Thy 0 Fa Wur- 


at the foot of the 1 two jon 4 gencher before. him, ſupport- 
ing a baſket filled with American fruits. On. the exergue, CAROLYS 
SECYNDVS,, DEL ORATIA, MAONAE BRIT ANNIAE,, PRANCLAE, 7 
HIBERNIAE,(REX.; ,/DOMINYS,[JAMAICAEg FIDEL, DEFENSOR.,, Wo PH 
The addition of dominus, or lord of. Jamaica, Was aſſumed | 
chat king in compliment to the iſland, meaning to take it ne 
his eſpecial patronage... Below 1s this motto: .DVRo, gen, 
Ne QVAM, cls! enn UTE ee $1 eee 
On the preſent ſeal his majeſty. is, repteſented in his regalia, 
ſtanding a little inclined forward, holding the ſceptre in his right 
hand, and extendin his, left, towards, Aa baſket of fruit, . 
Negroe, in a ſavage els, preſents 2 4 genoux, or in a kneeling, poſture. 
In another, compartment are the arms; of the iſland. The. inſerip- 
tion is, mulatis mutaudis, the fame as that above-mentioned, If. the 
group was. intended as emblematical, there ſeems a very ſtriking 
propriety, in it. The attitude in which his majeſty is placed may. 
denote his gracious condeſcenſion towards: his. ſubjeQs of th this co- 
lony ; ; and the ſubſtitution of one Negroe, with a very large colla- 
tion of fruits, in the room of two, with a much ſmaller baſket, 
may ſerve to indicate, that the crown receives far greater benefits, 
in its preſent flouriſhing ſtate, from the labours of one e ſubject, than 
Charles gained from double the number. | 
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Hs body is appointed by his ner dui 1 Wen 
Which conſtitutes the individuals of it members of his ma- 
jeſtyꝰs: privy - cννẽ,vͤ for this iflaid:- Their legiſlative authority is 
ſuppoſed tobe held by virtue of a clauſe of his majeſty's com- 
miſſion to his (governor under the great ſcal, empowering him to 
concur with the council and aſſembly in ꝓaſſing laws, ſtatutes, and 
ordinances; "What further concerns: their authority aud proceed- 
ings'is..tegvlated- by their own votes, or by the royal inſtructions, 
of hic exery-; governor receives a code at the time of his ap- 
point mende Ipon being honoured with a ſeal, they take an oath 
of erreey and fidehry; The full complemient of the board is twelve. 
The governot is enpoeted to fill it up to ſeven, but not beyond 3 
and this is neceſſary, becauſe it has ſometimes happened, that go- 
vernors have thought themſelves obliged to ſuſpend every one of 
the members, and replace them with a new ſet; whoſe. appointment 
in this mode, being grounded on an inſtruction, is not valid with- 
out his majelty*s- pee t Five, I think, according to their 
uſage, make a guarum Their officers are a chaplain, clerk, - uſher 
of the black rod, enz and printer. The governot may ſuſ- 
pend any, or all of them, without aſſigning his reaſons either to the 
member ſuſpended, or to the reſt, ot taking the ſenſe or conſent of 
the majority thereupon. He ie, by the crown, commanded to ſig 
nify the cauſe of ſuſpenſion to the lords commiſſioners for trade and 
plantations: (perhaps alſo to the ſecretary: for the colonies), to be laid 
before his majeſty in cauncil, that he may judge of its fitneſs. He 
is to alloy them freedom of debate on all matters which may be 
debated” at theit board; to communicate ſuch of his majeſty's in- 
ſtructious as he thinks proper for his majeſty? s ſervice; and, before 
the ſuſpenſion of any members for non attendance, he is to admo- 
viſh therm: but, if they perſiſt in their error, he may then apply 
the rod of : ſuſpenſion. He is likewiſe directed to tranſmit liſts. of 
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vacancies at the board, who are ſpecially required to be men of 
, good ability, fortupe; and gar mucb in hf; an injunction which 


medy for this, his majeſty is judge of appeal. It is very common, 


\; therefore, to ſee; counſellors, who! have' been ſuſpended by one go- 


out any other pay than the houour of their privy-ſeal. In the pro- 


the repreſentatives negative on the other; and therefore are obliged, 
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ſuch perſons. in the colony as he thinks moſt proper to ſupply | 


has not always been rigidly obeyed. In the ſuſpenſion of members, 
a governor may be influenced by unwerthy motives ; but, as a re- 


vernor, roſtoted to their ſeats again at the commeneoment” of the 


ſucceeding governor's adminiſtration: and the miniſtry ſuem cautious 
of much engouraging theſe ſuſpenſions, as the gentlemen ſerve with- 


vince” of Maſfachuſpt, in Næw- England, the council confifts of 
twenty eight members, who are to be adviſing and aſſiſting to the 
governor, and ſconſtitute one ngumvr in the legiſlature, ' analogous to 
the houſe of lords in Great- Britain. They are annually choſen by 
joint vote of 2 majority of the Laſt years council, and of the new 
Houſe'of repreſematives. But, although their election is anhual, the 
former counſellors are generally returned. Seven make à herum; 
and the governor appoints,” with their advice and conſent; all civil 
officers, except thoſe of the finance; and ſuch appointments are not 
made without a ſummons, iſſued out ſeven days before the nomi- 
nation, to ſuch of the ebunſellors as ate at that time refiding in 
the province The inconveniences to be incident to this 
conſtitution are, that the council may be i indieniceted{by the go- 
vernor, WhO has à power, of negativing any counſellor's election, 
without alledging reaſons ; and may alſo ſtand in awe of ther houſe 
of repreſentatiues as to their election: and, when this js really the 
caſe,” they muſt appear not to be ſtee agents. I agree with the hiſto- 
rian (Douglas), that the counſellors, ſo elected, are in theſe circum- 
ſtances not abſolutely free agents. But they ſeem to me as much 
ſo as men can be who are not hereditary members of the great le- 
giſlative body like the houſe of peers: for, if they are in awe of 
the governor's negative on the one ſide, they may be equally ſo of 


if they wiſh a continuance in their feats, to hold ſuch a moderation 
of conduct between the two oppoſite powers, as muſt render them 


W impartial to either in rea ata and not liable to 
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be Rüineck Sway By thoſk guſts of paffion and prejudice, which are 
16 apt t6 overfer"the'thinds' of à council dependent folely upon one 
ranch: Nor can 1 think any juſt objection would be offered againſt 
this mode of appointment: for, if they Jean too much towards the 

popular (ſale in one year, they may ſtand excluded afterwards by the 
vernor's right Of rejection: If, on che contrary, they (ould incline 
etre than Beeorties them tö che meafures bf x governot in the ex- 
tenſion of leger pretogative, and turn arrant 'couttiers, there can 
be little expectation” that the“ Houſe" of repreſentatives will make 
choice of them a ſecond time. Ion, that the diſcovery of this 
happy medium of conduct way be difficult to ſome, and the idea 
hatefy} to others, who are more atibitious of lording it over their 
fllow-lubjetts,” than of piſuing the common objects of public 


CF 


welfare. But men of ſenſe and integrity may, in moſt emergencies, 
treat on public affairs coolly and diſpaffionately, as mediators between 
the two contending parties; which if they were themſelves of ei- 
ther party, they might be apt to efpouſe with too much heat and 
acrimony. However imperfect, then, this ſecond branch of the 
New England Tegiflature"ttidy be; 1 perfuade myſelf, that it will ap- 
pear far better conſtituted than our Jamaica council. I ſhall here- 
after endeavour. fully to point out the impropriety of confounding 
4 privy and legiſlative” council together; ſuggeſting, at the ſame 
time, what 1 humbly conceive would be a more rational and conſti- 
tutional plan. Impeachments cannot be put in uſe here in the ſame 
mode as practiſed in England, becuuſe we have no houſe of peers; 
yet ſomething in the nature of impeachment has obtained here. I 
need not enumerate every inſtance: one of the moſt recent will ſuf- 
fice, viz. the cafe of Mr. P, anno 1756, at that time chief. juſtice 
of the ifland, and a member of the council; whoſe conduct in both 
capacities Was arraigned by the houſe of aſſembly; and evidence 
ſolemnly taken at their bar, to prove the charges againſt him. 
Theſe charges were reduced into ſeveral reſolutions: and concluded 
with an addreſs to the then lieutenant-governor, deſiring, that he 
would be pleaſed to ſuſpend the ſaid Mr. P=— from his ſeat in the 
privy-council, until his majeſty's pleaſure ſhould be known; and, 
further, that he would remove the ſaid Mr. P—— from the place 
and office of chief-juſtice, and from all other poſts and employments 

an ons, H 2 of 
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remove him, 6 hoſe hs 1 os 
| thels+ particulars, .o thew the..courle, ag 5 RAG 1 1 
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commons in Great - Britain. With vs, ch © go mah 
judge to decide; to hic the charge apd, ae 95 an{mittes 

the one ſide; and he allo, receives. the evi W anſwer from. ihe 
other; but no, qpportunitg ib, giren ths, aGembly to. rejoin upon, the 
reply. of the accuſed perſon, nos to. argus, upon the e les, 
or inſufficiency; o it, ot to enlarge on the points of PEE ACCU 955 
and teſtimony,. and. Pray judgement upon A, full | diſcufl ion on ch 
ſides: ſo that their proceeding has; not. th 6 eleptials. of 'regulac 
iſſue and trial. It may be obſerved here, ag in e igt accula- 
tions; bays, Frequently, prupg, from -viglens, party-beats asd animo- 
ſities; by which, means, pre 


mptive gyideggę, es beep. received for 
proof poſitive, circumſtances , exaggerat and. the ratification of 
Private rancour, more often found to be t| Leading ing motive. than ho: 

neſt; zeal for public juſtice. , The, TAIT who compoſe the 
council, and the 4mallneſs of their,quorum, form an 'gbjeQion;th theic 
ſitting, as judges; upon, an impeaghed;brother, counſellor ; 2 io, moſt 
caſes, they may be ſo connected mith him in the quarrel, as Bly 
parties as well as judges, and therefore partial and prejudiced. in their 

judgement. But, imperfect as this form of ard den OR is, it is cer⸗ 
tainly better than none at all. Governors may ſometimes carry an 
undue affection towards. a counſellor; , but, in general, t the people. can. 
reaſonably. hope for a more impartial, deciſion, and effectual redreſs 
from a: governor, than from the more immediate. friends, partiſans, 
and confederates, of the delinquent. In the Britiſh conflitution, 
there is ſaid to be no mal - practice without a. ſuitable remedy. So, 
in the colony, neither a chief. juſtice, nor privy: counſellon, . Are to op- 
preſs the ſubject, or act in either capacity, with flagrant. injuſtice or 
Alegality, without being amenable to a power of controul. The 


yon inqueſt, or power: of nn. ſuch, ollengFrs; to juſtice, is con- 
| ſtitutionally 
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ſultutionally and neceſſarily lodged with the 3 of repreſenta- 
tives. The power of giving judgement reſts with, the crown, or its 
delegate. The houſe of. aſſembly has always been uſed. to inquire 
into the abuſes and .corruptions .of; office, the obſtructions to public 
juſtice, and the complaints of. ſubjects, oppreſſed by the hand of 
power and to bring the delinquents in ſuch caſe to juſtice. If 
4 an offender be in any ſtation below the governor, the cuſtom has 
C been, to lay the evidence of his guilt before his excellency, and by 
40 addreſs deſire he may be proſecuted, and diſmiſſed from the office 
he has ahuſed. If the oppreſſion comes from any of the courts, 
« or, offices which. the governor himſelf holds, they ſeek for redreſs 
4 by an application in the ſame. manner, to his majeſty: inſomuch 


« that public officers and magiſtrates, ot all tanks, from the juſtice 
« of the peace up to the chief. juſtice, the members of the council, 

« and the governor, have at times been made to feel the weight of 
this authority, and to ſuffer for their exceſſes. 80 that, although 
the aſſembly do not impeach, in the ſtrict and uſual, acceptation of 
« the. term; et they exerciſe powers as coaſticutional.. though not 
6h in every reſpect ſo effectual, to maten the ee and . e the 
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WE aflecably,; 18 \ choſen ; in conſequence — a writ iſſued by the 
| governor, in his majeſtys name, to the provoſt-marſhal ge- 
W who ſtands here in place of high; ſheriff, and executes the 
like office. The writ recites the royal proclamation iſſued, de- 
claring his majeſty” s will and pleaſure for calling an aſſembly, to 
meet at St. Jago de la Vega, on a certain day mentioned, to make, 
conſtitute, and ordain, laws, ſtatutes, and ordinances, for the public 
welfare, and good government of the iſland, &c, He is required, at 
a Certain time and place mentioned, in each pariſh or town reſpec- 

[4] Privileges of Jamaica vindicated ;. a pamphlet. 
tively, 
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tively, t ae the freeholders to meet; and then Ae ene 
proceed to elect the fitteſt and diſcteeteſt of their body (mention- 
ing their number), to be choſen by the major part of them then 
preſent. He is further directed, to ſee chat the tele ctidn is freely 
and indifferently. carried on, without faction or Intereſt, and to 


make a due return thereof to the governor in council, with a cer- 
tificate of the member or members elect, under the hands and ſeals 


of the principal and moſt ſufficient freeholders of the town or pa- 


riſh, The return on this writ is in the form of an indenture be- 
tween the provoſt- marfhal· general and the ſubſeribing frecholders; 
which ſets forth the names of the perſons whom the majority bas 
repreſentatively choſen as moſt fit and diſereet, giving and grant- 
ing to the ſaid repreſentatives full and ſufficient power, för them- 
«ſelves and the commonalty of the town or pariſh, to do and con- 
ſent to thoſe things Which at the aſſembly (in the writ men- 
0 tioned) ſnall be agreed upon concerning the affairs in the faid 
« writ ſpecified.” ' In teſtimony! of which, the certifying free- 
holders ſet their hands and feals to one part, to remain with the 
governor until the meeting; and the provoſt-marthal atteſts the 
counterpart. This writ and return being left in the governor” 8 
office till the houſe is aſſembled, they are then ſent, down to the 
houſe, and afterwards lodged in the chancery office. The houſe, 
when met, ſend a meſſage to acquaint the governor, who thereupon 
directs two of the council, with the clerk of that board, to attend 
them, and adminiſter the uſual oaths, and among others the oath 
of qualification. After this ceremony, the counſellors inform 
them, that the governor commands the houſe to proceed to the 
choice ofa ſpeaker. | The ſpeaker being choſen; and conducted to 
the chair, another meſſage is ſent to the governor ; after which, 
the whole houſe: attend to preſent him. The governor receives 
them in council; and, having approved the choice, the ſpeaker 
demands, in the name of the houſe, their ancient rights and privi- 
leges, freedom of debate, liberty of acceſs to his. excellency's 
| perſon, and exemption from arreſts during the ſitting; which 
being recognized by the governor, they receive his ſpeech : and; on 
returning to the houſe, elect their clerk, meſſenger (or ſerjeant at 
arms), and chaplain ; the two former are then ſent with a member, 
* . and 
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and fworn in before the governor. Some other preliminary buſi- 
neſs being done, they proceed to eſtabliſh their rules, of which 
there ure about thirty-ſeven, all fairly engroſſed, and hung up in 
their houſe; ſur the infot mation of the members. Theſe rules are 
frequently altered, or new ones 'refolyed, according to exigences, 
by every new aſſembly. Among others, not very material to men- 
tion, are the following, which may be called ſtanding rules, viz. 
That ſeven be a quorum, to meet and adjourn, and ſend for ab- 
ſent members: That the aſfſembly always, at riſing, do adjourn 
from time to time, as they ſhall ſee it convenient for the ſpeedy diſ- 
patch of affairs; and that none depart the houſe without the ſpea- 
ker's leave, upon any pretence whatſoever. 
That no member of the honourable the council of this ifland 
hath any right to imerfere with, or to give bis vote in, the elec. 
tion of any member to ſerve in this aſſembly. | 
That twenty-one make 4 quorum, to act as if aun bembers 
were preſent, and to proceed to all buſineſs. | 
That no mernber of this houſe hath any bee in reared de to 
his goods or chattels, except ſuch as are neceſſary for his accom- 
modation during his attendance on the houſe. 5 
That every member of the houſe enjoy the privilege of his per- 
ſon, againſt all arreſts and impriſonments, in ſuch manner as hath 
been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed, except in caſes of treaſon, fe- 
lony, breach of the peace; foreible entries, forcible detainers, pay- 
ment of any aids, ſupplies, or taxes, granted for the ſupport of his 
majeſty's government of the ifland, or of any pariſh duties. The 
aſſembly exerciſes a right of adjournment de die in diem; but, for a 
longer ſpace, the ſpeaker obtains the governor's leave. For better 
ſupporting the dignity of the houſe, and more effectual diſpatch of 
the public" buſineſs, they exereiſe alſo the powers of ſending for 
perſons, papers, and records; of commanding attendances at their 
bar, or on their committees; of ordering into cuſtody of their 
meſſenger all perſons wilfully and\ contumaciouſly diſobedient to 
their authority, by refuſing attendance, or otherwiſe, in matters of 
the public concern; privileges, which are in general cautiouſly and 
ſparingly exerted, Their bills undergo three readings. On the 
ſecond, they are conſidered and amended in a committee of the 


whole 
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whole houſe, and afterwards//if approved by a majority, n 
ordered to be engroſſed; then read a tlurd time; and, upon the 
queſtion, either rejected or paſſtd . IF paſſed, they are ſigned by the 
ſpeaker, and ſent to the cone, Where they go through much the 
ſame” proceſs. When paſſed by all the three mmm 
L con oo Hiiprrbefs  ingodofg dr whanrs oy 
2 ; "DENSE the council TLconſent, fad the aſſembly, H 

C. D. vrk wow, of E. A.B. Wepa i 
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Atte denz th e «paſſed; they — not otherwiſe 
provided by ſome clauſe; contained in them; the political circum- 
ſtances of the colony not admitting of their continuing in ſuſpence 
until his majeſty*s pleaſure be known thereupon, as is the caſe with 
Ireland, and, I believe, ſome other branches of the empire, where 
the like neceſſity does not operate ſo ſtrongly. The aſſembly con- 
ſider their privileges as derived to them from their conſtituents; 
and that they are not conceſſions from the croun, but the right and 
inheritance of the people; and that the privileges which they claim 
are abſolutely neceſſury to ſupport their own proper authority, and 

to give the people of the colony that protection againſt arbitrary 
power, which nothing but a free and independent aſſembly can give. 
Their right they found on this preſumption, that the aſſembly of 
this iNand holds the ſame rank in the ſyſtem of their conſtitution, 
as a Britiſh houſe of commons does in that of the mother country [I. 
And, ſurely, theſe are prineiples ſettled on ſo juſt and rational a 
foundation, that no true Briton will attempt to controvert them. 
They conſider inſtructions from the crown to the governor as re- 
commendatory only, but not obligatory upon them; that acts of 
- parliament only are obligatory; that they are at liberty to vary at 
[IJ It is a well-known anecdote, that Mr. Veomans, agent for Antigua, and another gentleman, 
attending on Lord Wilmington, as preſident of the council, on affairs of that iſland ; the gentleman 
propoſed to his lordſhip, that he ſhould oe the aſſembly of Antigua to do what be ſuppoſed 
ought to be done. His lordſhip, turning to Mr. Yeomans, ſaid, © What do you think of this 
« doQtrine ? V ho anſwering, 4 that he muſt leave it to his lordſhip ;” he replied; . Then I muſt fay, 


<< that, in, my opinion, ur have no more right to compel the ae of Antigua, baun we have to 
66 e the ä of Great-Brithin.* 


| pleaſure 
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pleaſure from any former . ſalary to their governors; that 
the council may only concur or not concur in a tax, or any other 
money- bill; but may make no amendments, the buſineſs, of ſup- 
plying the creaſury always originating in their, houſe,, The times 
of theit megting, and their duration, ate at the governor's pleaſure. 
An attempt was once made to appoint their term triennial; but the 
bill miſcarried. A governor has been known to diſſolve ſeveral 
times in the ſame year, endeavouring to garble an houſe to his 
liking : but few attempts of this nature have ſucceeded ; becauſe 
it is not in the power of any governor to ſeduee the majority, by 
any modes of bribery and corruption that he can exerciſe. The 

votes of very few electors are to be bought. The freeholders in 
general are poſſeſſed of ſo independent a ſpirit, that they preſerve 
in moſt of the pariſhes an abſolute freedom in their choice, founded 
on the opinion they haue conceived of their candidate, his prin- 
eiples, character, and ability to do his country ſervice. The quali- 
fication of a frecholder for voting at elections is 101. per annum, 
ariſing from lands, tenements, or hereditaments. A perſon elected 
member muſt; ſwear, before he can be admitted to ſit, that he is 
poſſeſſod of 300 l. per annum, or 3000 J. in gtoſs, over and above 
what is ſuſſicient to pay all his debts: and ſometimes this quali- 
fication has been minutely inquired into. The twenty pariſhes re- 
turn fortycthree members to ſerve in aſſembly; the pariſhes of St. 
Katharine, Kingſton, and Port Royal, having each of them three 
repreſentatives.” But there are as yet ao county members, anſwer- 
able to knights of the ſhires in England; nor ſeems there at 
preſent any neceſſity, in reſpect to matters of buſineſs, for a further 
augmentation of their number. Forty- three are perhaps ſufficient 
for tranſacting all the public affairs which properly fall under cog- 
nizance of the houſe. If there be any other reaſon to increaſe the 
vumber, it woſt be founded on the aan of er 


reſpdive counties, were as Ane: | if 4: . 4d. 
en * — | j 1 3; 0 24 * 10,53 35 18 107 
Surry, — 137170 2 IL er 8.060 mA 81 
Cortiwall, 03 — N 8,756" 12 '6 
| JUST 0 9 n bono. $544 


9 'Toral, 27,293 3 I | 
Vi I. I 80 


58 | Yo 1 1A "ou * Ah $0 8 
80 that the counties of Middleſex and Cornwall paid me than 
twice as much as the cou¹nẽy of Surry. The ton of Kingſton, in 
Surry, pays about two thirds more than the other two counties, in 
| _—Y articles of houſe, wheel, and rum tax, country houſes not being 
But, in tegard to real property; the *laſt<mentioned' two 
x poſſeſs, ——— 6 three to one, more than r 
of Surry. For example: F 2, 1: PE aol nt HK 
| an and Cornwall E gh ine en r en 
Seenot bra, Negroes. 9 771 . 'F late; 0 10 
| wy ul . and 114,88 and” 50 (14-3; £7 Yi 
Surry, A Ly it; 216,465 ies: , WAL 145 abr (U. 
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The two former boubtiesz cherefore, 40 be on equal footing! of repre - 
ſentation in the legiſtatute, ougbit to ſend forty-eight members, in- 

ſtead of rwenty-ſeven : and the whole namber of aſſembly would 

men be ſixty · four. For the cauſe of this inequality we muſt go 
back to thoſe early times when the ifland was not ſo extenſively 
ſettled as it is preſent. In the year 1693, there were only ſixteen 
pariſhes formed. In that year a tax of 4504 was laid upon the 
Whole illand, to defray the charge of public agents in England. 
This was levied upon a fair valuation: and, claſſing the ſeveral 
pariſhes under their en eee 05, eee 


ou 4 
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| Here Suck raifed three times more "th Cornwalll ; and Middleſex 
more than both of them added together. At, that time there were, 
in the pariſhes which now form the county of , Surry, 833 fa- 
milies, and 6602 inhabitants. In Middleſex, 884 families; and 
8696 inhabitants. And, in all the other parts of the iſland, not 
more than about 220 families, or 2000 perſons. The major part 
of che white inhabitants then found, amounting to about 8000, 


N were 


„ . 
& 
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were either ſeated in che towns of Port Royal and st. Jago de la 
Vega, or eattered near the” ſea- cbaſts; few, if any, attempts 


| being as yet made to form inland plantations The afſembly ap- 


rs to have been very remiſs, in not attending to ſeveral parti · 


culars, whereby the number of / inhabitants, progreſs or decline 


of ſettlements and trade, e from year to year be competently 
aſcertained. Nothing is more neceffary to this end, than to form 


two ſtanding committees ; one to be called the committee for trade, 


the other for ſettlements and ſtate of the iſland. Under the former 

of theſe heads would be inquired and reported, in the annual ſeſſion 
of the houſe,” the number of topſail and other veſſels cleared and 
entered in the preceding year ʒ theit tonnage ; ports of deſtination ; 


amount and quality, as far as can be obtained, of their cargoes, im- 


ports, and exports. Under the other head might be reported, a 


liſt of abſentees; number of white inhabitants, men, women, and 


children; of ſoldiers, fc Blacks, Maroons, and Mulattoes; Ne- 
groe andather ſlaves; cattle, and other ſtock; returns of the mi- 


litia, hogſe and foot; number of ſettlements of all forts ; quantity 


of ſugar, turn, indigo, and all other product, exported, or conſumed 
within the iſland, during the preceding twelyemonth. It is eaſy to 


conceive, how neceſſary and uſeful a plan of this nature, annually 


degeſted, and | preſerved. in the minutes of the houſe, muſt be, to 
give the members and their canſtituents a juſt idea of the planting 
and commercial tate of: the iſland. Without this knowledge, they 


are bot groping in the dark, whenever apy queſtion is ſtarted. and 


conſidered, affecting theſe i important points. They cannot well un- 
derſtand the value aud ſecurity of their lives and properties, the 
flouriſhing condition or declenſion of any material branch of pro- 
duct, nor know when nor how to apply timely remedies, without 
having a aallection, drawn from a-zegular ſeries of years, whereon 


to ground their judgement and 9 I ſhall deſiſt from en- 


tering further iuto political diſcuſſion on the conftitution of our le- 
giſlative branches, reſerving. this for, a ſeparate part of my work; 
as what I have to mention would be too multifarious for this place. 


But I cannot any where fo properly as under the preſent head in- 


troduce an eſtimate of one year's ſupply raiſed by affembly ; which, 


-veing ET and differing but little from chat of any other year, 


12 encept 


—— 


ep Mis 1 A8 | 
7 except: upon Pen emergencies, may ſerve to convey a pretty ö 
| _ corre& idea of our publie diſburſements. The 8000 /. ſtanding 
annual revenue is not included in the eſtimate; but added to the 
ſum total. Thus will be ſhewn the whole amount annually raiſed 
aud expended WOW. Ons in 6th oy our eee and 
4 . N e 4 brite 1 CEN M12 12 1881 Mn Ne {38 
I Nr | jt 2 
8 | Heads: the Eſtimate of Supplies for the Yeu 4766 "I 
20087 by 201 141i "I As al 4s an ©0434-7230} W; wh 


Governor's additional Ay — — 2,50 O o. 
Clerk of the crown, and clerk of La Lech each 40 0 oO 
The regiments, forts, and fortifications, = —— 21,480 6 83 
Maroon-negroe towns, : — 13300 10/04 
i Annuities” to 26 Negroes; freed for ablic now 290 0 v] 
9 Certificates of freedoms, - . 1 5 0 
Gaol - fees of king's Negroes,” t a iv} 100 0 6 
Waiters, and port- officer, . 1 %% » on 

Repairitig public buildings,” 5 11 * es, 0 O 
| i Officers of the aſſembl//ßfñũ-—-oͤ — ee 00 o- 
| Agent for the ifland and committee of correſpondence, 470 O 
oF Chancery TECOrds, x äw —Z—Jx 
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| 99 © 0 4 
Tranſcribing and printing laws, —— — — 1 59 8 9. 
Printing the votes !fſ.. q eee 0 

Tranfient ſick and poor in Kingſton andSpaniſh town, 4% O 

Officers of the B tb. — — — — 240 0 0 

Free ſchool in Spaniſh ow; — 10 öwb̃ O 

Annual king's plate, or horſe- race,. — — 118 15 

To redeem a mortgage on Stewart's =: | Pay 0 $48 
cane mill. — — — — — f 4s, 751 

Public roads Nu a and arrkenket — — 24 0 0 
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charges, not occurring every year. This being |- 
deducted, the average ſupply may be rated, | F . or 14 
J : 12 
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To which add the reyenue, eſfimated by the law, at 4 a ne TN ; 
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The ſources of the revenue fund are import duties, laid by an act 
of the iſland, paſſed i in 1728, on all foreign wines, ſpirituous liquors, 
beer, ale, cyder; mum, 5 and other ſugar, indig 80, tion, 2 
bacco, ginger, cocoa, 1 ornony, the crown's ſhare of all fines, 


forfeitutes, eſcheats, and produce 9 1 50 ; 2 Me a 28 
0 gunpowe er ol on 


(called the tonnage) of one pound weight « 
veſſels arriving from parts beyond the, To! ic o forte of an equi- 


valent in money, valued at 14.6 d. per oe pound VT bt. pe produc | 
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of theſe ſeveral heads, in 70 gk | Ret this 100 r pins, "Was" ſup- 
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ſtantly kept for the public defence. "No ecohomy ſeettis to attend 


| ſuch as ſhall be conſidered ab lere neeeTary 18 be keep up a ſufficient 
magazine for ſecurity of the iſland, to be a charge upon the revenue 
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election, deputy-marſbals for pri- 239 2 6 i 
1 e vi 2. 
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But che forplus is is, in fad, much, money; and {till on the increaſe. 
The quit-rents alone, if faithfully: paid and collected, ought to pro- 
duce at leaſt 3000. ber anmum; and the duty 2000. if re- 
ceived in money, in of powder, over and abo l ng the 
ſorts and magazines with what is 4 ſufficient t and neceffaty to be con- 


the management of this duty; but, on the conträty, à very enor- 
mous waſte has been uſually made of the powder, in ſalutes, watch-- 
guns, minute- guns, ſcalings, ſiftings, and many et cæitrat. Moch 
of it is annually damaged ; abd this has lometimes Been re. HMrĩpped 
for ſale to Great-Britain ; - where it cannot produce much, When 
the charges of freight and co miſſion are deducted. It would per- 
haps, be more beneficial to the revenue, if this duty was always to 
be collected in money alone; and the Ae e directed, by 
law, to import every year a certain quantity of powder prv vr nat, 


fund, and to be honeſtly accounted for under' ſuitable regulations ; 
| 7 | | or 
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nor and columeil are the admioiſirators upon, and truſters for, the 


or 2 payment of the ee e be bes 15 MA of one pro- 
portion in powder, the cemainder in money. Some of the articles 


of revenue have been fluctuating; as indigo, Which, in ſome years, 


has produced. Uttle or nothing, in others conſiderably, and in parti- 


cular during the laſt war. But, as other increaſed, articles make up 


ſor thie defciency, the average income is probably not ſo little as 
10,0004, yearly. The ſurplus (ſuppoſing it to be 20001.) ought, . 
purſuant to the ditections of the law, to form a kind of aggregate 
fund, to be applied in fitting out. parties againſt rebellious Negros, | 


or ſuch other uſe as the governer, council, and aſſembly, ſhould, by 


any law to be puſſed for the purpoſe; think fit to direct. It is fur- 
tet provided, that the 32.501, per annum, for repair of the forts 
and fortifications, ſhall: be ſtrictly applied to that uſe, and no other ; 
and, for better obſervance of this clauſe, that ſum is ordered to be 
carried by the receiver · general. into a diſtinct account. The gover- 


annual, HOOοον and it is their duty to draw on the ifland treaſury 
ſor payment of the real, legitimate charges of government, and none 
other. Let us now examine, with what fidelity they appear to have 
executed this truſt. In the year 1763, they repreſented to the aſ- 
tembly, chat the revenue act did not ſufficiently $842 for the con- 
tingences of govemment. Io demonſtrate this, they added a ſtate 
of What had been paid to their orders, for ſever years back, on dif- 
ſerent heads, ſar excceding the legal proviſion. From this exhibit 
it appeared, that, inſtead of fees paid the attorney- general, which 
are what the law directs, alluding plainly to occaſional crown ac- 
tions, in which that officer might en to be retained and con- 
fled, hey allowed him. +) 1, | 

Rein 4 < 
As ee eee 400 0 © 
To a ſolicitor for the crown, an ** not . 300 


tioned in the law, upwards of 1 
To the carrier of public Marches quother officer 
unnoticed in the law, $004. This office is uſually |. 0 


given, to the governor's ſecretary, and attended 
with ot Lzal. expence. | 
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It. appeared ce iche they had brought the reverneih debt,” to 


the Anal fortificatioti fund, 60 T "85," 2d; that asg, her | 


| hid dra vn tlie money out of that fund, Which by lawcis riftly re- 
quired® rs. be kept facred; and applied ſolely to xepairing/ the forts, 
&c. and diſnpated it in expetices Which the Jaw does not warrant. 
They had arts iſſued orders to the amount of '6586/; - 104. 9d. for 
{+ hk of which the receiverigeneral had no revenue money in 

is hands: and they acknowledged feveral uetbunts to be ſtill open 
againſt them, which were not yet ſett led and /adjufted2ow By» mere 


inattention (for it could proteed from nothing: ele) d the annual 
collection of the revenue; they found ng neſs than gy 20 4. 


| 5 80 "debits, due to 2 e any of which, $1194 of 


iD the dther, their exceſs er Dr en Sdn years nl 
appear to be 6586“. 10s. gd Which is about 941“. per annum. 
Now, if we cut off the exorbitant ſalaties, or douecurs, granted by 
the pleaſure of the board, and which are neither comprehended iu, 
nor warranted by, the intention of the law it is plain, that no ex- 
ceſs of this kind could have happened, even admitting that, in all 
their other diſburſements, they adhered rigidty to the letter of the 
law, and their duty to the public, and ſhew¾ed no favours nor par- 
tialities in the ſettlement of charges and accounts rendered in by 
the different creditors of government,” wy But, not to be ſtrick with 


them, let us admit a ky ap alary to the —— and 


might and Hh, to be made: 
on 
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Carrier of public diſpatches, 0 6 
Chaplain and uſher, —— —— ——; Ned 0 
Clerk of the board, — 
Printer (wholly, as an unneceflary =. + 
50 
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ficet), rated one year with another, 
4 1 conjeQure, um 7 


; it 1————— 

| Total, 1180 0 per ann. ag! 

which in 8 years amounts to 8050/.; which exceeds their pre- 
tended debt by 14647. Hence, therefore, it muſt evidently and 
fairly appear, that due moderation, even on theſe few heads, would 
have prevented them from leaping over the bounds of the law, and 
infringing upon the fortification depoſit, and annual ſurpluſage fund. 
Yer the board made no ſeruple to afficm, on this occaſion, that the 
expences of government could not be ſupported with leſs than 
16,600 / per annum !. Ibis is true, while managed by ſuch notable 
ceconbtniſts, who, to ape the houſe of peers, muſt have. their uſher 
of the black rod, their chaplain, and printer; who have made it a 
rule, to allow their clerk and officers the very ſame ſums which 
they found granted by the aſſembly to theirs z nay, ſometimes to ex- 
ceed them, by way of fixing themſelves a ſtep higher in mock pa- 
geantry. If the revenue was ; augmented to 10,0000. per annum, 
there is no doubt but, by ſuch r means, and perhaps ſome additional. 
caprices, the people might be called upon every ſeven years, or 
oftener, to add two or three thoufand pounds more to their civil liſt. 
The aſſembly had too much regard for their conſtituents, to clap 
another pannier *oh their ſhoulders; and wiſely reſolved, that many 
of the articles in the council's Catalogue were not comprized within, 
nor wrarranted by, the law; that it did not appear, the revenue fund 
had fallen hort; that the houſe ought not to make good the ſum 
of 65861. 104. 521 the ſaid money not having accrued due upon 
any deficiency in the funds, duties, and impoſt ; but from the coun- 
cil's having added ſeveral new heads of expence to the eſtimate, and + 
iſſued orders on the recelver-general for larger annual ſums than the 
Voce ids a3 o0t ': Ge” 4 law 
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law preſcribed ; that maling good the- ſame by 15 houſe would ng 
only. be repugnant to heerenr kW? büt wilght | become a e 
of a very dangerous nature to futur: afſemblit Jes ; as the like app! ica- 
tion might be renewed,” to induce the aſſembiy to 00 every . 
ciency: which the council might think fit to create. Such . th heir 
juſt and unanſwerable grounds for reſecting this” atiemp Ms 
ſeems-'to- caſt ſome blame ugon them, that, inſtead 1 LO 
the ſtrict annual application the fortification and Turplulage e 4 ll 
they had ſuffered- the council to invade and" diffipate them for ſo 
many years; burthening,” at the ſame time, their conſtituents with 
| heavy" taxes, to deffay the very contingences to which theſe funds 
wete ſpecially appropriated. "'Phey now take upon | them, the Whole 
charge Jo "ſupp lying the forts with water; a ſalary to, the. (clerk of, the 
ee annuall for repair of the. * be and equip 


ee parties 1 all e ” Which; not, forty eagle were compriard 


andes Wessen law. 1 babe detailed Proceec 185 — 4 


ſhew How! much” it behoves Ty, to VE Pt NE, ole , energach — 
ments, which, when onde a amitted, 1 3 1 85 fixed bs 


and are never alter: to be effe&vally Aſides. The ol hor 
itſelf worthy the confidence of the people, bo, re fuling, to, comply 
with a-requiſition * ſo unfeaſdnable. nd the... gentlemen. of the 
buneil, finding that. they Copld not carry their point after. ſygce five. . 
attempts, were obliged to fall on that method at laſt; which they 
ought to have embraced 4 at firſt, and which Was, indeed, the. oni 
prudent obe remaining, to get them-opt. "of debt; , g. by re- 
trenching many ſuperfluous expences. 1 Ha this meaſure been taken 
ſome years ſooner, it would have preſerved. their credit, and haye 
entitled them to the honourable appellation. of Faithful depaſitaries 
for the crown and people. Whenever their c redit. ſhall be rev eſta- 
bliſhed, and the board confine 0 within the juſt limits 
of the law; their annual orders wall be of very greats benefit. to, the 
ifland, by ſtanding i in place of ſo much real money; for they will 
have all the operation. and currency. of derte ird. -_ . | 
8 1 ſent, 


1 


[#] For this at I fbmir the frllowing 6 Ts Ital ee 8 
104 each. Suppoſing the annual expenditure to be, at an average, 95004. the number of orders 


iſſued for chis will be 956. The governorbb ſeal · ſecs uc fall on the party receiving the order, 7, e. 
the > public creditor ; which I cannot think equitable: for, if the debt is juſt and right (which is 
preſumed, 


BOOK 'L A CHAR V. $7 
Feng add 55 Ibng as chey are behind-hbndp their orders are not paſ- 
Able ut 4 diſteunt ef leſs, in general khan fol. per cem. or up- 
wirds. Hence ſeveral honeſt 
of i Othets have ſaved themielves By the extravagatice of 


their charges, which afforded this deduction, and left them ample | 


profitbefides.” But this infolvency was attended with a further in- 

wondeczenge in furniſtung fornc of che receiver - generals clerks with 
a pretence för refuſing payment of alt orders of council preſented at 
ths offfce, Wiles a very large diſcount was allowed them for prompt 
0 apmegt zk being? generally complied with, rather than wait 
lb Months, or years, for the whole* ſum, "theſe hofeſt Brokers 
found mens to enrich themſelves very: handlomelh by this ſpetics of 
tr. por nene ee 1 

Tue ordindry'foiids f5 the other fag git are, the deficiency, a tix 
on#lÞowhers? of ſlaves Who eglect or refuſe © to maintain a 
certaim rated? proportion of hide Krane: a pol-rax upon {laves 
andioattle$ a duty'on-riew'Negro&'impotted: ati@ fold in the iffand ; 
a datycor rum rethled ;! and taxes on wine and rum licences, tranſ- 
ient traderb, [public offers, Houſelrents in the towns, wherries, and 
wheels. The parochfal taxes vary much in the different pariſhes; and 
alſo in / tlie ame being heightened or lowered according to exigency: 
they” ate commonly raiſed” by a' poll; and in ſome the' tranſient 
traders houſt· rents, and wheels, furniſh a ſmall part. The produce 
of | theſe. taxes ig applied te church and poor rates, repair of bar- 
racks. and bridges. The highways are repiited by an allotment of 
each perſon's flaveb. All theſe are raiſed after an eafy mode, at no 
greater deduction ham 5d. per cm: paid! to tlie reciver genetal for 
the: public) monies; and 21 / per rent. to the collecting conſtables 
for pariſu taxes. By which mens; the while of our internal taxes, 
both publio! and parochial,” wine together” may be averaged, one 
ie as it "muſt paſs the audit and des of the Doumei, "who are bound to diſallow 
evety exorbitant charge) the creditor i is ſutely entitled tb fall paymeſit of his balance without any 


dedudtion, . lebe this fee, which I-think'is 14, 3 94. is extremety unequal ; ſince the man, 
who receives pnl a gol. order, pays the ſame as he who. receives one for 5004; and upon the 


567. it is/a/defaldttion of more than two and a half fer cent, Ani agreement mi gh, therefore, be 


entered | into wich the governor, to fix his ſet at one ſhilling per Teal; which, upon 950 orders, 


amounts to 4 l. 10 5. and is equal to one half r cent. "This might be paid, by the council, 
out of the revenue fund; by which nen the creditor, as is juſt. 9 receive the full value * 
his Nee — 


Ka year 


* have/ been great loſers by this ſort 
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year with RAW at about 60,0001. do not coſt the iſland n 
the collecting; a circumſtance very favoutable to the Planters, on 
whom the burthen principally teſts. The following is only. _ 
* A general IE ma; produce of the ordinary taxes, iz. 1 
uin „bb o ft M¹ ,.. ni Wt 

Rum bill, wille 2 M11 Iv TT: dar teen! about 8. 0 % O 
Additional duty, Pn INS — ditto 10,00 0 of 
Deficiency, — — — diꝗto 12, % 015-0, 
Poll-tax fingle,... — — — diteo 14,000, % 
Ditto double, . een renn ditto 28,000; q, 
The rates of theſe; impoſts. are varied 2s. occaſion requires ; and 


ide laſt, or, poll-tax, is neter laid, except when the,-ublic 


exigences make it unavoidable. When emergency required, ſome 


_ years ago, new. ways and means to be contrived,” a lottery and 
ſtamp- bill were introduced; but, as the one tended to excite 4 per- 


nicious ſpirit of gambling, and the other proved extremely incon- 


venient and : oppreflive, they were ſoon laid) aſide. The former 


produced 5479 0.3 the latter, 00 /. The ſutpluſages of che funds 
are ſometimes conſiderable. Not mauy years ago, I have been 
credibly, informed, that there was at one time | x00,0007. in bank 
in the treaſury, which was aſterwards all draym out, and waſtell 


in conſtructing fortifications; and ſo much more neceſſarily thrown 


after it every year, as to keep the public coffers rather lo and im- 
poveriſhed ever ſince. The treafury accounts are kept by the re- 
ceiyer general; and annually inſpected, chequed, and ſettled, by 
a committee of the aſſembly at their meeting. That body are alſo 
the inquirers into public abuſes, breach and negligence of duty 
committed in the ſeveral courts of - juſtice | and offices of record; 
an exerciſe of controul of the utmoſt.conſequence; not only to the 
inhabitants, but to every Britiſh: merchant who; has momes out 
here upon loan, which is the caſe. with many of them: and this 
circumſtance argues very ſtrongly. for the aſſembly” s annually meet- 
ing, and proceeding to buſineſs; ſince the various great abuſes they 
have from time to time detected and rectifled, and which happened 
in occaſional long intervals of their meeting during conteſts with a 
governor, manifeſtly ſhew what the conſequence would be, if the 


perſons conducting thoſe offices were to be left entirely to them 


ſelves.: 
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ſelves 5 and there can be no doubt, but that the terror of this yearly 
viſitation may reſtrain ſome of them from many exorbitancies, and 
violations of law and duty. The publig taxes have in ſome years, 
as in conſequence of quelling ipſurrection, building barracks, or 
fortifications, ,amounted to 199,000). It is well this occurs but 
very ſeldom, or it might 88. near to ruin the iſland. Nor can a 
more cogent reaſon be urged; to prove How expedient it is, either 
that the regular forces beth the"ttiother country be compleated 
to 2000 effective men; 'Oor that 175 aſſetnbly ſhould of themſelves, 
aud with periiitfivn, Robb tt body'of troops equivalent; in order, 
with à moderate annual addition” "4 their 1 taxes, is fave the 
iftand effe@ually from theſe incidentat Icads of grievous taxation ;: 
which, falling all int one or two years Webel. are far more 
burthenſbme and oppreflive.” than if the ſame futn was to be paid 
by little aud little, in the courſe of ſeveral years; for tlie pooreſt - 
Lge can vafily' afford to pay a thoufand pounds, in the ſees of 
ten yelts, by” inſtalments of 100“. per ainum © when, if the whole. 
fell payable in one year, it would probably cruſh him Inu]. Indeed 
it muſt be granted, that the maintenance of a ſtanding army in a 
commercial colony is not the moſt eligible nor œconomic plan, 
and ought only to be admitted- in a eolony of that claſs, when 
there is but little hope of ſettling and peopling it extenfively. Its 
own permanent inhabitants ate unqueſtionably its moſt natural, 
faithful; and active defenders; and, When they are become ſuffi - 
ciently frutmerous to execute this important truſt, the maintenance 
of ſoldiers. muſt be an unneceffary burthen, and conducive to na 
e . But I ſhall copfider this n e here-- 
alter le e 96 e e e ke 
VAN. 
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(1, W A wel dach angie nile no mesh Bt, when, upon an extraordi-- 
nary emergency, taxes are. raiſed, they, are very moderate. During the late war, when. the French. | 
E finances were extremely diſtreſſed, by capture of their merchant - veſſels, and interruption of trade 
A with their. ſugar iſlands ; the. duties, ordinary and „upon their Muſcovado ſugars ex- 
9 ported from Hiſpaniola,. amounted to no more chan ſixpence ſterling her hundred weight, about a 
ſutieth part of, the value. Aud, chat even their taxes may operate, for advancement of the colo- 
mes, they who begin new plantations are exempted from them. The duties upon. the export of 
their produce at the iſlands, and at its import into. France, are next to nothing, hardly making to- 
gether, two fer « % What commodities go io them, pay no duties. at all. The caſe in our iſlands is 
very different, J duties on our ſugars are about one third; and on rum, about two thirds. . 
(0] 1 hope it will not be. thought impertinent, here to obſerve, that the code, ar volume, of act 
alem hy, publiſhed in the year 1756, and which is the only 1 code extant, was not publiſhed 
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+Htpus retaipers. to, 6. law from” home, 1 Wem Fon, th wo moment 


8 che win gf \this,cof any 4... The.court, of this offic ds 


prehended in it, 1 5 of_common. plea, king -b vena, ap afd;,e 
4 chequer; b ut. 1 feater part of the bußneſs is 1 3 > 
he cuſtoms, the pohc 8 Fo laws of Jamaica; che un- 

b Jah Meially, and, perfectly, requires a. long 


: by-atherity;. ber unden ſap Rien of the houſe: of allwbly.. This book contains the publie ati then 
inf foroe and unexpired, beginning 1 in the year 1681, and ending at 17 Senn number of theſe 
are 199. No book of che laws has been publiſhed fince though the number ib now prodigiouſly 
. increaſed; It Muſt needs happen; that ſome / e rite eue are earth pile, and, 
. therdfore, to ;tez<xhipited; or reads) in the; different our of law in qwarity'of cauſes) inſtigured. 
. theſe laws were not printed by authority, and contain many errors af che preſs, unc other mi. 
the courts in . not ſuffer thent to be given in e 8 ut compe the parties to 
a from the manuſctipt kiws, on recort in the a ect t Ms het 
\vith a very heavy, though a neceflary, [experice to the ſuitors; and deferwen che harention of the aſ- 
ſembly ; who ought to appiy the remedy... They might (for example) ſend to England a copy of 
all the laws in force (take from! the records. in the ſecretary's office, and carefully examined and 


_correRed by n ſpecial committee, to be appointed for that pritþoſey, to be e cee | 


andy upon.geturn;of thæm in prine they might be'r+ examined, the errorsi(if any):  correfted:and 
publiſhed'by authority of the houſe in a table, which might be inſerted in a bill to be then 955 
the legiſlatu of the iſland, empowering and ordering all judges, juſtices, &c. to admit that prin 

code Lee, and to be pleaded and given in evidence before them. So neceſſary a work ke 
not to be overlogked+ for the laws of any couhtrycannot be made too public; in Jamaica particu- 
larly; bete every planter and inan of 'buſttieſs Hias frequent occafion- to conſult them, they out to 


de in exery one's hands: But, when the cottts of zuſtice reſuſe thoſe already printed; becauſe of 


their ĩncorrectneſo they become uſeleſo to the ſubject; for, not knowing heren they'are erro- 
neous,” he may be Habe te Lüfter greatly; if be depends on their authenticity; and thettfbre que- 
ions whethe# he ſhould pay any regard to them at afl. But even this printed code might be ren- 
gered uſeful by comparing it under authority of the houſe, and correcting it cirefullh by the ori- 
Kimal mranuſtripts, publiintz che errabeg or Corrections, in à fort bill pafec for that end, which 
Every perſom might bind into bis volume; and, by the ſume bill, theſe primed laws, wich the proper 


Corrections being made, might be duly authorized. The laws of the Windward iflands are printed 


puder mithority of their legiſlature, —Jankaica, I believe, Is almolt the only exception torhis tule. 
no 


een eee 
nde BRA kli Falaty; hated on tte rewenve, "is by 
1487 Ger amm; but dis les and Petguifires'bP ret are con- 


ſderable, though by no means too much For ſippotting the cgnit) 
aid independency of it. He mould be entirely Free in his mind, 


aud independent in his circuniſtinces, tat te may gäminiſler 
juſtice without fear or favour. He” oupht, chetefbre, to hold his 


It is diſgtaceful to 


office quanidiu fe bene gefſerit ; as the judges in Great: Britain hold 
theirs. "An act Was pafſed in the ifland for cis purpoſe in the 
{till continues durante hene placite. He cüght not to be à member 
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ernthent, and babefol to private as well as 


public virtue and honour.” Whether” a gentleman of rank and 


fortune in the illand, or a bartiſter, is the more proper man to 
fill this place, is a queſtion that ſeems to have been reſolved, by a 


J 


* 


courſe of near. onę hundred years expetience, in favour of the for- 


mer. I do not recolle& more than one or two inſtances of a lawyer 


appointed to it. As the bulk of our iſland laws were for the moſt 


part framed by perſons not educated to the practice of the law, but 
by plain Well mean ing planters, who conſulted more the general in- 
tereſts of the country, than: finely-turned periods, and accurate 
phraſeology z ſo we find them, or at leaſt many of them, fo looſely 
worded, as not to bear the nice and ſubtle diſtinctions attended to 
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by the gentlemen of the long robe; conſequently, if a mere hack- - 
veyed lawyer becomes the expoſitor of them and definer of their 
: | | intention, » 


0 


country. 


„ ee ee 
intention, he will be apt to treat them according to the.courſe of his 


uſual, practice g or whar\happeps do be the modiſh, practice of Weſt⸗ 


minſter- hall: and thus impair their vigour, explain away their te- 


nour, and fritter them into abſolute nullities, to make room for hig 
on pragmatical fancies and inſtitutes. Nothing is more true, 


than chat all men are fallible; and that grave judges are as liable 


to trip a8 other men the many inconſiſtent opinions, Which are 
to be found. i in our huge folios of Law Reports, are an unauſwerable 
argument for, this. udges , who have not the ſolid, principles, of 
the conſtitution; of right and wrong, of truth and reaſon, or ever 
before their eyes, may lean more to the falſe refinements of 10. 
phiſtry, and the hair-breadth lines penciled by the courts of Weſt- 
minſter-hall, than, to the equity and merits of - the cauſe in iſſue 
before. them; and by #his means. ſubſtitute form, cant, and fineſſe, 
in the room of Truth and its unerring maxims. This is à conſe- 
quence which may often happen / in our iſland; the municipal laws. 
of which, differ, in many reſpects, from thoſe of the motber 
They mould then be judged according uh, exigences, 
policy, and welfare, of the colony; and not by Weſtmiuſter-hal! 
authorities, which have relation-to other laws, other facts, and to 
people differently rireumſtanced. It is therefore, I think, for th 
general advantage of the colony, that the preſidial . our 
ſupreme court of law ſhould be gentlemen of the beſt underſtand- 
ing and rank in the colony; their education, and experience in the 
public affairs of the iſland, qualifying them to be excellent judges 
there, although they would be very ignorant ones in Weſtminſler- 
hall. I cannot but believe, that the admiſſion of ſome little por- 
tion of equity and common ſenſe, to qualify that obſtinate. rigour 
and abracadabra of downright law. jargon, would beſt adapt the 
practice of our courts to the conſtitution, and general benefit of our 
colony. On the other band, it may be ſaid, that men, not bred 
lawyers, muſt have very unſettled, and frequently vatying, opinions 
concerning the order and forms of practice eſſential to a court; and 
that the courſe of practice muſt be regulated with due preciſion and 
uniformity, upon ſettled grounds and principles; that the pleaders 
and practiſers may underſtand plainly what it is, and in what man- 


ner they are to conduct themſelves. 1 grant, that the pract ice 
1 wig in 3 out 
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be uniſorm andaconſiſtent, as; far ast is ſtrictly quſt, and 
. to teaſon ⁊ nothing more than common ſenſe, and a fixed 
reſolution 0 com tit n injuſtice, and / talerate no Hardſhip under 
pretaner af lama are: ſufficient: ta make it ſuch. But this Augean 
ſtable cequites atvirtunus, pattiotic: heart. and a cleat head, to purge 
it of all its impurities; to throw, out all that uſeleſs and donfuſed 

rubbiſh of ng form and terms ; to ſuffer no ſuitor to be in- 
jurediabroughna defect of technical gibberiſh, or the miſtake f 
great A lors li tie vin all caſes, to labour at Hiſtioguiſhing whete a 
remedy ĩs due: ahd dt tot make that a primary conſideration which 
ought only: ta he: ,αοõꝓdary and. ſubſidiary one; I mean, that no 
ſuitor houid be aggtitved, on gent away varedteſſod. for the ſake;of 
an inflexible adherenes to; what is ſtyled practice, and to capricious 
roles, whichogveryo judge is lefg at dileretiany to! alter, and ſeems 
18 is dane dupenſe tber wholly expunge, rather chan 
any wrong: be done by anhoverweening bigotry to them. I.-have 
ſome, reaſons! which juſtif ine in tlie fdregoing opinion. 12I think, 
I haye;;abſernedsWeſtminſter»ball-practice:itbo.:fandly extolled and 
careſſed in our ort, fram a vain parade and oſtentation of regular 
lawyerſhip. al wiſh the practice to be rational, and beſt-adapted to 
the frame and. wel fart gf othe oplony s and that we aſſimilated our- 
ſelxes in this point, ase in our law, 40 the mather ſtate; rejecting 
what is uſeleſß to us, and adopt ing nothiag heterogeneous to the 
true inteteſts of ai} ſociety, co mpoſed of + induſtrious: planters and 
merchants, having a due geſpect toftheir ſeparate conditions. The 
judicial, function, as do gonſrience and the exerciſe of unprejudiced 
reaſon. s alike: in hoth qoustries. But, af the chief court of law 
a yaſt. kipgdom is cloggedi and beſet on all ſides with forms, 
N pack practice, hich. if peculiar or cuſtomary 
to it, are frequently changing Aheir tamelien hue, and are many of 
them confeſſed, to be ſuperfluous and dilatory, others to be founded 
on, n other Jay; than, lome;judge's. ipſe dirit; why is the adminis» 
ſtration of; juſtice, jip,9;little colony, tg be manacled alſo with theſe 
arbitrary fetters,; and interrupted in its free courſe? Currat lex, fur 
Juſtia, Law, the la of - reaſon; and juſtice, ſhould be ever ſpreading 
on the wing, to attain its true ends; it ought not to halt on leaden 
heels, and, loiter by the Way. Gentlemen of property in the iſland 
Vor. J. 13 will 
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twill /aljray's/ necommodate! their judgement juxtu æ um, zonunt, er 
aum, and be more ſtudious for diſcovering the truth, and doing 
what reaſon and humanity adjudge to be right, than in making a 
difplay of prodigious learning and immense reading, by 2 
the diſtinction between a black and white horſe and a pied horſe, 
between u plea and a plea pleaded. Si 641; iti dai bir: 14,7 
+11 ſhalk readily-admit, that, when a gentlemam of the iſtand duly 
qualified cannot be found, no perſon will more properly fill this 
poſt than, - eine: tend 3barriftat;; who, by n courſe of ſeveral years 
experience, is become thoroughly verſod in the laws and cuſtoms 
A tbe colony; And, indeed, the inconveniente, that” would 
be likely to follow the appointment of a rigid lawyer, might be in 
a great meaſure obviated, by joining able aſſiſtants with hün ; who, 
as they ought to be principally ſelected from among the moſt fenfible 
and worthy planten, ſo they thodld+have-at all times the power of 
over · ruling the chief opinion, if it ſhould be of a texture too 
exotic for this climate. Mr. Wood, wh printed the lav in 7716, 
informs us, that, in his time, the chief juſtice had four or ſix 
«« judges; his aſſiſtants, ho ſerved for honour”: But, whether it 
be on account of gteater buſineſs in the court, or from a deſire of 
governors to extend theit influence by conferring honorary en i- 
ſions upon one ſolicitous to wear them, the number of the judges 
of aſſiae is now increaſed to about thirty, and of the judges of com- 
mon · pleas to about ſeventy-five ; making, in all, a a reſpectable (or 
rather formidable) corps of - one-hundred and e t!!! 
When judicial commiſſions are rendered fo cheap and common, 
they ſoon begin to loſe: much of their dignity and value in the (eyes 
of many, even among the wiſer planters; and by this means very 
unworthy and illiterate perſons may preſume to aſpire to them, and 
thus make the office of an aflociate diſgraceful and uſeleſs: all 
which | tends to emancipate the chief from any further con- 
troul, or contradiction. His opinion is y6ceived as law by | his paraſi- 
tical brethren ; he delivers it with the confident : air of a dictator: 
and is raiſed, in ſhort, io the unconſtitutional authority of 4 ſole 
judge in the ſupreme court of judicature. This juridical deſpotiſm 
may be accompanied with effects very pernicious to the welfare of 
the inhabitants. Every thing may be dteaded from the weiteten, 
i the 
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the ptice; the ipartiality; or iniquity; of ſueh an uſurper on the 
bench: Ae 88, 45 Nie way become in his turn not leſs pliant 
to a governdr's will in #iahy/greiticaſs' affecting the fubjetsTife, 
Iberty, aud property; that his afſociates; who are conſoious-rhat- 
they hold their puny honours entirely at the governor's pleaſure; 
and not uninformed, that their want of ability to deſerve the 
poſt conferred upon them muſt be ſupplied by the ſuperior ſkill and 
knowledge of the chief, and co mnted by their ready eoncur- 
rence in, a 6 pere 6th evety arbitrary act of injuſtice, or vio- 
lence; which may come recommended from their gracious maſter. 
It ſeems; therefore, for tlie advantage of the iſland, that the num- 
ber of thie jadges ſhould be reſtricted by a law. The office of an 
aſſociate might then become more acceptable to gentlemen of rank 
and integrity. Such men are not eager to eovet places of truſt, in 
the exerciſe of which, their delicacy of character and ſentiment 
may be liable to ſuffer any blemiſh or taint by — — and ig- 
norance of vulgar aſſbciates. | 

FHanſon ſays, the chief. juſtice is uſually a man of the beſt qua- 
« lity, who is well read in the laws of England. Hence may be 
inferred; that the more opulent planters of His time took ſome 
pains, by ſtudying the laws of England, to qualify themſelves the 
better for ſo arduous an office. And when we confider the impor- 
tance of it, not otily as it reſpects the well-being of the inhabitants 
in general, but as it more particularly concerns the fortunes and 
peaceable enjoyments of the rich, we cannot too much commend 
the attention and diligence of thoſe gentlemen. To be che diſpenſer 
of juſtice and ha ppineſs to a whole community, has always been 
eſteemed among the higheſt honours at which a ſudject can arrive: 
there is none, I am ſure, that [ſhould more excite a worthy and 
ſenſible planter's ambition and purſuit. A competent knowledge 
in the Jaws of his'country, and in books of authority, joined to an 
expertneſs, in the juſt forms of proceſs, which are found not unattain- 
able even by meaner capacities, wilt enable him to aboliſh quirk 
and chicanery ; to make the practice in his court, what it ought 
to be, conſiſtent, methodical, and equitable ; to diſcountenance de- 
lays; give clear expoſition of our provincial laws; and hold the 
ſubordinate officers and miniſters of juſtice to the ſtriet obſervance 
FS of 


* WJ NS ISOs 
of their ſovpral duties Bot, Without. a preyiqus application to. the. 
' rhecity of his, offie, und 4..Redd3y attention ypHterwards fo, the 
practice, a gentleman -Planter, although with the beſt. intentions 
and moſt uptight heart.. may not be compleatly. qualified to execute 
it with honourto hicſelf and ſatis faction to the people alata; 
„ Theresiel) however, am Ohiection which may be made; againſt the 
appoiutment of a plagter to thiß alk maxb deidt That Famil 
connexions ſubſiſt among. of this clats;, and thoſe lo.gxren- 
ſius rat je-would be difficult cf on a, man enticely.free apdunes- 
ceptionable in regard to this point: that the ming of man is ubjec,. 
from (they infumities) of, human patucee. togecg ve, an l 2 
— caſes, (where fxigpdſhip, .cqul; anguigity., warn nem 
tereſt, or ſenſe of hayour ſer erally act. upon the paffions z thats fer 
this eaſon, a perſon, pte ſumed. ton he i ne de en en 
motives, is dęeemed an ingompetent, witnels, in matters, wherein. 
that impulſe may pervert his cohſcjence zee that 
a falſe judgement, as a falſe teſtimony, may he ere the. 
miud is prejudic d.. i- in . all a. 
On the other hand, it. Is urged, that a geatlemans, lib ecally £dv-+. 
cated, in England, and bred tonhe,har, if he comgy, hither to. earn. 
a ſubſſtence by his profeſſion , and. by, merit is adwanged in time to 
the office of chief-juſtice,, cannot be ſuſpscied of this. updde parti- 
ality e from. 8 uretenee, mg 0 1 3 5 Pole 
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no e to the public W and ly", . to op 1 5 
* advantage of the iſlang, ., The objeftion, . as well [as the | 7 1 
of a contrary tendency, I confels,, have ſome. weig {ahi nor 
undertake to dete: mine in favour of either ſide. Although 1 mult 
declare this much, that a truly honeſt, diligent, and ſenſible gen- 
tleman of the country may, by his application to buſinels, become 
ſufficiently qualified to execute this office, and with ſtrict impar- 


tiality, which i 1s implied in the character of a truly honeſt "an; 
” And. 
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nd that an uptight, judieious and experienced e ſo 
regulatethe profice, d ta be oqull Nene . 
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Eis was the firſt coil eourt of Julties! enen iu dhe 
| 112 Ar was conſtituted in Cromwell's life-time, for ad- 
odicntion of Spaniſh prizes and plunder taken by his fleet on this 
ſtation. The court was, for many years, held by two or more 
commiſſioners uin 17215 ig ther firſt commiſſion on record here, 
to one perſon, or a ſole judge; which conſtitution. has ever ſince - 
been adhered to. Its juriſdiction comprehends civil and maritime 
cauſes; and all other matters incidental to the high court of ad- 
miralty in England. The officers: of the court are, à judge, advo- 
cate - general, regiſter and marſhal g who ate appointed, either 
by the an ep r A nu the office of lord high ad- 


[p] In the year 1687, the matter r of bol ing we ſupreme court was ey an act of at- 
ſeinbly; and it was oonſſituted wir power to take engntrance of all pleas, civil, eriminal, and 
wixed, as fully and amply as the court of king's>beyob, ebmmon · pleas, and exchequer, in Eng- 
land. The court was directed to duly hoſden at St. Jago de E Vega, ad; not elſew here, once 
in every three months, and not/oftener. wer 2 fo 

Five other judges aſſociate point She fayie/ bree ces of Showers be of. the 
guorum. The ſeveral inferior cours. of. common- pleas, in the diſſerent country pariſhes and pre- 
ciucts, were allowed, a jutiſdiction in all cauſes u here. frechold is nat concerned, and the cha- in 
ation, amounts in value to 205 with coſts, and no more. And, 3 in conſequence of this juriſdiction. 
given to the luferior cows,” the {upreme court was prohit ted from Wade 50. ſuit, or ĩſſuing 
any precefs, fon any matter or cauſe of action under ihe. value of 20 ( 

When the illand, about. twelve or thirteen years. ago, Was diyided 1 into three. Iflinet counties ; 3 
circuit or afſize courts were appointed tor two of theſe counties; and the ſupreme court continued as 
before, but With power (ke the court of king bg. bench at Teſtininiter) of Judging cauſes removed 
by certiorari from: the inferior juriſdictions Theſe hurts are held four times a year in each 
county ; fo that a court fits. in one or other of the counties every month in the year ;, and all of 
them have a great deal of buſineſs: this happens not wo much from a litigious ſpirit, as the opu- 
knee of the iſland, und the neceſfity every creditor almoſt thinks himfelf under, to- put his demands 

aa judgement Ihe members of the law of courſe-meet with great encouragement here; and among 
them are wapy, no goubt, who find their account in ſetting honeſt planters together by the ears, 
and iu pra Iting all the deteſtable arts and myſteries of einne EkEnav "AY ,.a"d pettifogging. 
fumaica has its Old- -bailey ſolicitors, as well as London. 297 
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judges, mara, Sc. or by the king 8 patent ws: y_ Tat 
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They hold: n ab during, pleaſure, and have no Ades 


fo that, in time of peace, it is a. court of | no. profit, and of very 
little if any buſineſs. In England, the judge _ 1 
neral have conſiderable ſulatics NN 

During a war, their emoluments depend de on the. unde 
of, prizes brought into the iſland for. adjudication ; and the j 
fees on captures from the enemy have uſually been rel by 
ane which allowed. AVER" 6 145549) « * Nel b ＋ 

1 N- An! Ord 44 . 4 eie 7 31 186% pus (HF 1 It . e . 

For Sn egg n veſſel under 109 tons, and "4s . 72 0 
not claimed. —ꝝ- — ! 
dane unclaimed veſſel hows that burtheny—: 1} 1 5 0 5/0. 

Some years ago, this buſineſs. muſt have been exceedingly lucra- 
tive. In 1697, Sir William Beeſton, then — e or 
een eee e ee o_ _ NEE 
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On the eee or wa 4 . 
On the firſt 1000. value of veſſel and goods 
? 3 whether captured from the ö ee ee 
enemy, or ſeized for breach of . 
of trade, —— — 5 Wr | e 
Fil for every other 1607. value, — 1 0 per cem. 
According to this rule, the judges fees on a rich St. Domingo ſhip, 
worth 3o, ooo. would amount to near 3004. The number of 
commiſſioners, who were all to come in for a ſhare of the ſpoil, 
neceſſarily gave birth to this liberal allowance. This court would 
be much better conſtituted for the ends of impartial juſtice, if its 
officers were provided with certain adequate falaries from govern- 
ment, inſtead of being left, as they are, to a caſual emolument, 
which may prompt them to make every advantage poſſible of their 
ſeveral departments. The ſole. judge, accountable to none for 
errors of judgement, is expoſed to great temptations ; and muſt be 
a man 
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BOOK I. AP. VII. 0 
a man of much virtue and i integrity, if he Weintzins his conſcience 
aud hotiour unſullied by corruption, in a ſeat, to which bribes may 
approach with ey, and qi Oro with! en at A in 
this world. i 

If ſuch en eſtabliſhed, which wed remain 1015 * 
bility of this traffic ; and government might be eaſily reimburſed, 
by a very mall tax on the value of the captures. This would not 
only be fat more beneficial for the captors than the preſent mode, 
but conduce ſo much to the | an and independency of the court, 
28 to make us with that ſome regulation of this kind may hereafter 
be enaQted by parliament. Ia reſpect to tlie judge, if an honeſt 
man, he muſt prefer a certain and hgnourable' proviſion to a precarious 
ſubſiſtence, earned in ſuch a way as renders him obnoxious to ſuſ- 
picion and calumny; or, if he ſhould happen to be not overſcrupu- 
lous in his conſcience, he will bare the leſs A cage or induce- 
ment rr ee eee eee 
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7ITHOUT doubt. fays Davenant, . it muſt 12 very pre- 
judicial, both to the Southern and Northern colonies, that 
10 many offices and places of truſt there ſhould be granted by patent 
to perſons in England, With liberty to execute ſuch employments 
„by deputies. By which means, they are generally farmed out to 
« indigent perſons, who grind and fleece the people : ſo that, al- 
„though many of the inhabitants are rich, ſober, and judicious 
« men; yet they are excluded from offices of truſt, except ſuch as 
« are chargeable i in the execution; which is inconſiſtent with all the 
„rules of well-governing a country.” There is, I am forry to own, 
too much of prophetic truth in this remark. The natives in our 
colonies, as if proſcribed for ſome defect of ability or good-morals, 
cannot, without the utmoſt difficulty, creep into any lucrative em- 


ployments. Having little, if any, intereſt among the diſtributors of 
office, 
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office; they ate driven to ih bemble diſtahee f hence they have the 
| mortification of obſetving che progreſs" to wealth of thoſe more fa- 
voured' ſubjects, Who are ſentacroB8 the bean te path per themſelves 
on the fatneſs of their land. The moſt lucrative offices in. this iland 

the governor's excepted) ate granted by the crO.]ͥ Perſons! re- 

ding in £ngland, and b ele aten tet Aft farmed? bf rented to 
Jeputics ud füb-deputies aging in Jarhates, who rethit annbally ſe- 
verat "thonſarid pounds to their praicipals, Te rent of theſe de- 
pitations' beipg ſerewed up tothe'very *HightM'piehy! fem of the 
officers Hate made no feruple formerly w6'erert'thew utmolt induſtry 
towards enlarging "their/fees and perquiſites> at the | expencs'of the 
aggrieved inhabitants. Before thęſe places berame ſo ptoſitable as to 
be objects of ſufffei nt Value to the — gratifying theit᷑ de · 


pendents, the aſſembiy made Tore attempts to reſtrain the 110 
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In 1699, they paſſed, * An at to 1 8 tore. 
fſide 1 in the iſland.“ as * 


1711, „An act to prevent a * conn from holding two or more 


s offices of profit in che land 
1715, An act with the ſame title. 540 
The advantage of having ſo many good places at difooſal was * 
to be yielded up ſo eaſily. Of courſe, the acts were diſallowed at 
home; and theſe engroſſers were ſuffered to roam at large without 
controul: for ſuch has been the combination of their power aud i in- 
tereſt, . that. they ſeemed to monopolize the ear of admini n, 
and, like a well-compatted pbalanx, defied every, attack that could be 
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made upon them by the people in our colony. EP 
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A committee of the aſſembly, 9ppointed, in 5 to inc L uire © "into 


the ſtate of fees demanded and taken in the different publ, ic offices, 
reported, * that the fees exacted by the officers, under pretence of 
% uſage : and cuſtom, . were in. many inſtances four times greater than 
0 allowed by law; and, in general, all or moſt of them were 


charged much more than the law warranted: that, by ſuch illegal 


Land unjuſtifiable means, the public had been impoſed upon and 
«« greatly injured; and large ſums had been raiſed 105 them con- 
< trary to law: that theſe impoſition were chiefly in conſequence 
« of. the large annual rents paid; by the deputies to their principals 


„ reſiding 
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„ reſiding; in Hopland, hee upon every pew. deputation or ap | 


* poinzwent, egi gsi dad rent of their offices: that che 


« tentges; ip. Kagland ſetc up Weir doputations. at agction or pub 
„wende; 4 | the n [bids Moſt, and offers che ys e- 
« curity in 35 395 due payment of rent, conſtantly obtains 


«« che preference: that theſe exorbitant rents heceflariiy compelled 
« the deputies, ta ſeek an indemnification, forthemſelves, hy extort- 
ane. increnſec fees! from the people Pf che iſland ; in 99 that 
«© they, might not loſe by ,nndenaking the deputations, or at. leaſt 
« pot he sie to-pay their.gent,”” 1; To thels charges, the deputies 
replied, that the fees were eſtabliſhed. by a) law paſſed, in the year 
174% 3: ace | which; peftod, the. neceflaries of life,, as, well as the 
wages af their clerks, had . riſcy in their, price; for 
which, xeaſon, their. a dre taken, by, cuſtom. were not 
exorbitant. The ſaſſembly, on „ n Is affinmed, that, ace 
the. paſſing of. that law, the buſinefs.in al 9 5 offices was ſo conft- 
derably. ancreaſed,, that, if the. 6 * did not bind, themſelves to 
pay, Ach enormous, nenta,..or If the: patentees themſelves-were, to 
reſide , and ; execute, their reſpeQiye; offices, the-fees eſtabliſhed * 

law en fiard a vory: e e n 1 

5 Thy 77 15 der gn; the, uk Afcpb api fa! iſted, is 
: true and. conc}uſi 1 0 not one of 12 off cers could re- 
Hol 6 4 of as was further, eds th hat this 155 were ſhamefully 
abyſed hu ihre patentees, V do at down, 1 9 the, vtmoſt comfort 
robs aer ee nee eee e of the Juf- 
ferings ae gf e Of, CA their. own diſhonour 


in the extartians, which they Pfactiſed themſel lyes,,or. cpuntenanced oy 
in others, and Which are ſaid: to be now grown to ſuch an exceſs, 


as to demand ſome. ſpeedy and, effectual remedy. The people com- 
plain, that the ent, of . wy Hs has, ina a few. years, been wound 

up from 7901. to 1590). : ſter lng per. annum, excluſiye of a gratuity 

of 7000 by.v way fo of fine, upon every renewal of the term. Thie de- 

was the beſt bidder, and became the purchaſer of this 

bargain, knew extremely well, that he could not, conſiſtently with 

his legal profits, afford to give ſo high a rent; but he was in ſuch 
circumſtances, that, if 2000. had been alked, he wauld have con- 


lented to give it, rather than forego the proſpect of à genteel live- 
Vor. I. _ - lihood. 
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hood. The potente perhaps ittiagined, that! havigg aud ſo 
high, & would net fall 10 er Ata Ahab Ne migdt hope te mount it 
fill bigher by degiees, ding 30 f Or 100 T. open every new'teaſc. 
Tn the pamphlet written zud publiſhed byeb Steele Ni. Wu, 
2 Jarfiaica-man reads with man a 92 He inkachdus tratfi 
datried on by bargain and ſale of chi tene and Jeputations ; 
Which, Mke che Aris be to the füwifly bf me Yiiticnt Bri- 
ton, are ſplit aid Branch cut inte 4 wröltirüde of patchwork 
Ferteritge Ni „ if the kent and fine cad from the deputies 
Were hot formbiehthy unteaſobable; Wine dt bir gta tak. 
maſters habe infiſted (ex alan] on an annual füpply bf turtle, 
madeira wine; Tae thdſwertineats?, That 5 public may form 
4 clearer judgement ü thee] 3 1 e Kite the profits. yearly 
ariſing front fotne df the Prindipal'offices.” And; firſt,” chef ſcere. 
duty s, Which;'dbout che eat 26; Was firmed by che patente at 
700. for” Und, alvugh, rai ed Bice” tb e Goble, chat 
ſum. This officer is. a*great® urdlift : he exechtes ho leg than 
nine different: employmnentsz ch, Having been (as well as ſome 
other offices} briginatly combined” M ps Pr l uriſig tſie in 
fancy of our ciel eonftitdfibnz wien the Lys PF in 
number, and the pydlic-buſitiefs' trifling,” hivengecr fince: been 
ſepeted from his. a ee the ſeparate "profits als now, 
from the inersaſe of peop e atiq property, ſufficient ts give à com- 
petenty to almoſt as. any different individuals“ as there are em- 
ployments. He is ſebtetaty of the iflatid, clerk" Gf. the chroll. 
ments abd tecotds,' ctrl? of the” councif, cherte Gp the court of 
etrots, dlerk of the court r ordinary, clerk of "the cottimittce"o 
correſpondence, aſſocjate judge on trials per'commiſiion cer irsey, 
commiſſary- general of the. and, and notary- public, beſides ſome 
other duties relative to trade, perſons. leaving ther iftand;*"&c.. 
which are comprehended Ua the general office of fecrorgy. 2 
* 0 " | 17 2 N ner . Koh "Jar 48 ederency. 
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5 The groſs profits of theſe offices * was, rommubettins annis, dif 105 0 
Contingent charges, according: tothe hi gheſt eſtimate, 1409, 0 0 
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Which, deduRed, leave the clear p oft of — 
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annuity * H - 15001,. ſterling, which is, Juantaics 


Total ef the'ſeeond depaty's bare 


* che! man. neo wh 
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Out of which was to be paid to the patentee bis! an bart 
21 O 0. 
0 — eee - &. 10 2289019 A017 
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4 By, Kh 8-1 TOR 07948 
This det} fading FR re 10 mbch reduced, vow nu,ν⁰ 
inſiſted on the additional ſum of zoo]. ſterling per Ack ag 
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annum from the ſecond deputy: Ja ca cur- 4 175 11: WP 
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Out of which he was to | Pay the firſt — 
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On a fuppolitian} that'the fees of this office 5 at preſent taken) 
are only double' what the law allows (although many of them aro 


— to be much more), I ſhall imagine the patentee to be re 


M 2 | 4.58 


£486 FY 91682 


— ů — 


> - mk MEE U 0 8 
ſident in the iſland, and ſatisſied with only the legal fees as a com- 
peaſation for-þis trouble in M engaation- Tha.aowopns would then 
ſtand. thus: ein insteg $13 of Diaq "3d 03% a8W e 0 1718 

© 880818 agi 31 „Cle. a2 AO 21 . e . 
5 Groſs profits of ee e — — — n 
By the charges of execu- r 8 
tion (hiah, in a great 


meaſure, wou tuen /6! op ein eltb nn gs ic! 
upon himſelf), as ha. 75 ct [> Soiihb Sf no Bafffftit 
might fave the. Waged1|c.": . NE 25 vs 291 Ap, bon We f 
and perquiſites of- an. 1. 1755 8 S 
head. clerk, by his own ö 
attcpdangy at the 175 Tae, 1 uch : Wb fd + 2000 Yo 1 50 f 


would > 

Ekſfſeg the. annual ex (3531060 EPR 3 Wut boss 10 Jai Sn 7 

T. at leafy 499%), Wysb tht 2} yer of #rw ii thoiflw 70 2000 
allo 25h: 
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Ragiaine, „ for; the paten- . " 67 

tee's ſupport, <p} 6.00 511875 + fe i 1g 5 95 17 
Suzely, bers. inden p f mori. not ny to main e 
tain the officer ut_(with moderate axconomy), to- c 


afford. a ſurplus. for being laid up and improved into a capital for- 


rune.  Admitzing, that ſome partigy/ar Joes may, be ated, by: the- 


law, rath6r-00 Inadequate: to the duty perfarmed;- yt. unn ther 


whole annual buſineſs taken collectively, the profizs,of tþe offige. 
ſagm adequate, and even ſuch as may\ſupport the patentee in a ſtyle. 
of living ſuperior to a planter: of the iſſand poſſeſſing an: eſtate i 
one hundred: hog heads of Tugar per annum. A. governo may, alledge,. 
that the empluments,.af his pot are; inſufficient. far the ſupport of; 
his dignity, . becauſe his chancery fees anopnt only te Sol. afxear 


Ia both caſts, the 4 ggregate fees, arifing (from. every branch; gf, the 
huſigeſs, are ta be ee all legerber a wy N 


recompenge and proviſion. O bn 
1 myſt beg leave in this plage to:offes a hints, thats if nes; A new: - 
fee: law: ſhould: be ftamed... theſe: fellowüng points ought nat to: 
clcapeinotice. All fees, which [might hear harbupon new onion. 
| 8 M# and. 


x RT 


2 #846 i Jenn vt 85 
of he/equer-iobabitants, wht avis ene atecanly eee. | 
Such are, the fees on patents, plats, and dockets oft labd : on 
marriage lioenees, naturalizations, wills, 'inventories, and the like. 

The ceftriftions on maſters of certain foreign vellels, „to give 
bond, enter andi clears”? t te purchaſe: let - paſſes and: permits, 
ought to be utterly! aboliſhed, and amends made to the reſpective 
public officers, by. enlarging: the fees on other articles that might 
beſt admit of it. c Io tetun ht bave ſtated tlie acting deputy's i- 
coine® (according ta. the fees now taken): at 1430 . per an; 
and Lamperſuaded thay: it 3s. rated too low; becauſe the: contint - 
gencies 72 the do not (L have: good reafort to believe) excetd 
10004, ;- if this is the fact, bis indome, to:be>nearer'the truth, 
ſhould be in ated. at 1880 / Jamaica currency. It is. evident, 
that when future: patentes halli naiſe his rent 0 2000 /. Rerling,, | 
ot 5001. core thau it: how: is; this awtilbcauſe à reduction in the 
deputy's gains fram 1830 f. to- 30. Unable, therefore, to main- - 
tain himſelf. the ſame ſty le as before,! the deputy will neceſſaril 
be · drixen to expedients far bringing his income to the former ſtand- 
ard, anchhatutally fall up the very ſame means purſued ſoſuc- 
eeſafully/ by: lis ppededeſſors in office, via. new; exa@tions,; and in- 
ereaſed/roharges, levied oni the purſes uf the people: in which pro- 
ceedure he. may not only be ſupported by his principals at home, 
who. Will be ſo much intereſted in his behalf for their own ſakes, - 
but will think it worth while to contribute largely, towards de fend- 
ing humſelt agai alb the: force of colony laws/and public . clamour * 
in the proper: plate, A late deputy in .one:of-theſe offices paid) a 
yearly, re rent charge of. oo ſtetling, for his proportion only of ex... / 
Ppebce in defending the common cauſe of the patentees againſt the - 
public complaints. Well, thareforty; might--the, aflembly+ with 
concern obſerve,+.** that the money, wreſted from the people by 
<<. theſe officers, had. been molt. fatally aud ſucceſsfully employedin 
defence of theix-exaCtians; and. that, combined together by a ſeuſe 
c of. their common danger in ſuchicaſest entiched with public ſpoil, . 
and thoroughly ſneltèred by the. irreſiſtible intervention: of ππνe 
oy r eee. in the end ſubdue all oppotitionty and. continue - 
to give the W fellow W % 2407 1 


wm 


r 
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„On am examibationiimo che eleck of the ood ive an 155; 
Als. Bonteia, the late clerk, hobeſtly ueclatedio that 60137 518” 15's; ; 
SAIL O01 8 e e ae Banter: Jakigica;curreney. 
4. 9v18-'07 2 ald 39:0 tens. 14 crofiger no Ow”; . 4. 
Weeds of ele oftios,; wectrding 6 r.. 
- r$ees. eftablithedl by a ſpecial act of aſſembly gb 46 0 
Faſſed im his favour, were per anne abort loo cr 
That the whole derpences of the öffice (patente 10 70D 2 
and every thing olſe excluded) were about 80 Noch 
The: deputy's clear income was) therefore, Bees Tg: 
| He fustherdeclaced;cthat the fees; 1excectitighthoſey > | 10 #919; 192 
ballowed by the lau of 171, amounted to about! ae + 8 0 
3000. This ſum beingtherefore deducted, ..! 
We End whattho-clearprofit would have beetiitey/ TITER 
the. deputy, according vc the tes eſtabliſhed by ORE Fe 6 
this laſt. mentioned law: viz. . 0844 An ig Ne 
Aud we :may infor þp}z.\zheicaflembly were perſuaded, in com- 
. pliment:to-MroBontein; to paſs an act in his favour; fine his pro- 
viſion, wider the lau ef 1711, was already ſo exceeding-ample ; it 
being equalto 3371 L 8.x. 6. Rerling. Mr. Gordbn wb had 
officiated as e this! office! fince Mr. Bontein's or 
n 38:19 2]. yd ho! TOI IM pd Yo" jou vai AS 
S461 0 113105 25 sd ain a bat le C5! "Li 1'y, 04; 
That the groſs profits of it per court were . 11 * orc 100 
800“. z and, as there are four general courts in i 
; the year, this amounts to —tt 15a; 7 fil 
a W for the aflize- 17 123 . 8 Oo 
2d gien 25 77108 Fel 10 Stugd gometos gilt gun To 
T contig charges he reckoned thus; viz, —¹ ale 2 0 160 
yd. SO e, not bo, II C7 FUOT e . 5. nien io 
Tol wages of clerks, Se. 01 N tz 0 O 0 297; 
To the patentee, eee Gael 440" ; $217 10 920 9! 5 
Tothefarne, iu preſents, rum, turtle, 


14 F119 * 


o 
11867 +a ” 


\ : 768 * O 0 0 ; 
' Hy6etmeats, Se, 10 21 rok i in. 5 ol 1290 0, 

Die AM $144929 | — 8 — vA — | 
Remains 5 55 the deputy, — — 5700 0 0 


"a 


1 2] See this explained in the note [5], p-. 9. 


According 
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Kecording to à ſtate of the profits under the law of 1711, as . 
drawn by Mr. Evans when he was * of N ud me e | | 


fofe very likely. not ragte ated, 1 2 25 Sock 41 
17 1771 


tene beamer e currency. 
Ttogtt, 1359 ee 98 TY n be £5 i 211 13 15 2 1 P. . F, 4 
5 + i; 4 5 1 88 * . 
The ro! ls, pro ey ts fer. annum were tated at aBolt\ — ö 8250 0 0 0 
of 


- 
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575 
a 15 cke, And patentce, | Pee gree 


| 1 icing the contingent thatzes f. Zo, Hal. #5 a * 
” able to 0 1200 40,000 
© 4 4457178 41 7 7 31 
12tt Gordy O's imate, . 0 04.22 Zhizeras 11 os 
o:it 01.2 offt OY: 970 297 i % GL © hob nom: og, 22211 212 1 2 
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Rentaips fort i ds epi 40 10 2ighab Ui 2 - Po 21, * 78 6 8 
This 1: tter 3 5 at falls Toinewhat' Wort of Mr. Bontein's'eſtimate. 
Bot, NE v4 UP drew his Mete at the time when he was i in the - 
1 office; and to Neth 4 patticular purpoſe, bis account 
is not 14 Tk to be reite tt 4s that Of Mr. 4 
tirely y dilintereſted. o. on Me betten, and Keettied'defirous”! to 'coiiceal - 
nothing, from. the public inquiry." But, event admitting the income 
1 805 a to Mr. E. alis s comp 4 955 Wee it win be thought, 
that 197 4 "(hear 3508 J. ſtetung is uate proviſion for 
the deputy, and ff for twantactt öh 2 office; It is in 
fat too much; and fot this 1 w it Bas happened, that tour er 
five "different. penfioners ; re < quartered upon the patent. 
1 haye thus pro thek, that the fair ia legal lr ; 
theſe offices, was, * not Achpattc among ſuch à number of claim- - 
ants, would be am} le; fibers), and fully ſufficient ſor the ſubüſtence 
of officers actually executing then.” And this muſt ſtrongly: hifi itate 
againſt the ies dk e. ele price of neceffarles. What the 
parties themfelyes' may have thought ſufficient” is not the queſtion: / 
but it muſt be left to diſpaſſionate and difntereſted petſons to ad- 
judge, whetherthe officers could have any Juſt cauſe: forcomiplaint, that 
they were not, according to heeft ee 1731, temunetated to the 
full value of theit labour. I know there were various opinions 
vpon this ſubject; and, 1 muſt own, 1 thought with" the ey til 
1 had re. eonſidered 3 it with more attention. * 34 « 
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a 27 E EY ies of this iſland has, in genetil, 7 molt i in- 


{ famqully.negleQted by ſome ef ; thoſe who en . theſe 


M110 


offices, Fes, if gpy, of them, Wespe che N 


wh 


tary, and , recciver;gentra) „ire any ſecurity 1 5 25 publi 85 ypon 
their entering into of office ; not is the je Kecurit) given b the ormer 


_. of the three above · mentioned in any 5 proportlo nate to the 
nce. e of his truſt. Thus, in ſome 2 re oc de- 


a oo GGC 


teste rape ;proceedings, for, duly e 1 5 7 Te 1572708 
eputies had been fully e pL A Fee, apd & 85 ner 
eee, eee icugblly ta 1 
in eaſe heaph, i. ve mf ee 
cerly deſtroyed. MET My 
aſſembly grantef n ee es 1 5 

of the court pf "chay er for rr aafhe 
Nanging, this, it appear, d, from, ing i 5 
years jafteryeards), [that >the) record 

tis qy ing Jooſe in the the gie, wonl 1 n 
clear proof, that, . by the iniquity c of. 60 oe regilte r, her 8 
VVV 
ee paid in fees for recondivg ther Rs - de 
- 42 5 bag peryerted 40 their gyn wie. gi eng conſe- 
wen ele eau nave, earn, Tock, em of, truſt, are, wel ' 
forth, by) almoſt the: only honcit deputy that £ver, as empſoye 

| thisoffice[r] His Petition to theallembly ir in 1763 63 ates. «that, 580 
taking poſſeſſion of the office of. regiſter, and examining into the 
** rondition ibereof, he fo gung, all he proceedings af the ſaid court, 
«© far, many years paſt, had been promifcuoully heaped together, and 
continued unte corded; that the members of the bouſe were the 
4 beſt judges of ; what conſequence it might be to the Aecurity of 
6 poſſeſſions, and of many eſtates in this iſland, to have: the proceed- 
e ings and decrees of the court preſerved ; for, if left to remain 


I- This gentleman, I have ſince heard, tcok the pains to get an act paſſed for regulating the 


olfce,) and @quiring « focurny from the wer officer ; a circumſtance highly to his honour. 
< in 


d, to dep! ityrte ers 


1 and, fotwith- 
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Book 1 en Ur. f vi. 89 
in > the confuſion; in which they then were, they muſt of neceſſity 
4 be in a very ſhort time deſtroyed by vermin: that the petitioner 
« Iahoured under a. great-grievance, in 38, muchi 36, from the con- 
« fuled, ſtate, of thole unrecorded, papers, ſometimes himſelf and a 
« clerk have, been employed. Afar South, or more, in a-ſearch; which 
« he ; Was obliged to make on the requeſt of any one, and for which 
be was allowed by law only /iſicen-pence;;. which he ſhould bave 
66 « thought avery. adequate reward, had the papers been, ;tegularly 

« recorded. a, their; preſent condition was, not only attended with 
« moch -bardſhip. in this, reſpeck to him, but with, great impedi- 
6 ment. it often. to- the public buſineſs of his office: that, he 
4 a pprehen ded, 1 it would: require. the labour of many clerks. under 
40 bo direction, for the ſpace of two years, to record the ſaid papers 
4 and proceedings, and perform the other buſineſs before ſtated, Sc. 
Wbat a ſeene of iniquity is here laid open to view A load of | 
W the gp of Which affected. property, and under many of 
which: a number. of eſtates derived their titles to the occupiers, 
were, by, the wilful negligence o the preceding officers of this 
ully accumulated, as to require two years .conſtant 
and ind J ent attendance « of the regiſter, and the labour of ſeveral 
T Pup. to properly record them. Their breach of duty appears the 
more criminal, as it Was Accompanied with dowuright robbery ; 
for- they.-had been paid t their; full recording forn by the patties inter- 
eſted 1 in theſe er . left the buſineſs gd. for which 


coveri1 8 titles, e, ae were holly . and x 
the reſt in hourly danger of; becoming. an heap of rubbiſh; whilſt 
the ſucceflor to. theſe. delinguents, Was put to very great hardſhip 
and expence of time in ſearches, and the diſcharge of his duty a- 
greeable to law. J can find no terms ſufficiently expreſſive of ſuch 
complicated treachery and wickedneſs, ., Much, indeed, of the 
odium of theſe KAN u e ſhould: properly fall to the ſhare of ſuch 
governors, whoſe perſonal example of rapacity, and inattention to 
the public welfare of the iſland, invited every inferior officer to 
theſe mercenary practices; whilſt it ſecured the regiſter from all 
apprehenſion of diſcovery nd + nia removal, which the in- 
: Vor. tegrity 


| 


| 
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9 The frequent arbitrary" diſſdlutibus ad intefrup tic 


their” fit" prögreſs; and thus left the offenders At fret bet) ty to 
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and active chantellor would "Urtatiity k Rave 


ons, | 
purpoſely thrown in ebe way to perplet em blies, Hindeſed aße 
inquiftürs from making timely and HE fearel toro fort? abu Es at 


perſevete in their erimes without 'aty effectual reſträint, Weeds a 
governor; Ae the main ſpring of 4 Watch, 16 faulty, every laber. 
dinate movement in the political machine ech 6portionably 
diſordered and riegular.” A hotieft and diſcerniuę 8 bveryor, | by 
the energy of hivexaniple, and the Nerf" terfbr bf Hls Virtues 4 
penetration may rehder hiatiy n peta law beg By preventing be 


commiſſton of effetiees? but an imquitods and pale obe 1a 8 rs 


all he can'ts thakethers ultteſs,"by Gefeating'tHelt" ends, and ob- 
ſtruQing/their execution;- $9894 14 Andie Das 20% 5000 ret + 


5 abe Heth'of the ebürbs bifice che Mike gribtaltee Bas beetle tes 


adubje@:mattet of the public cbmplat- At” Was found, 7 vpon 


awinquiry made nob many. years kgs, cht üptrards oF Eighteen 
thouſand judgements retained unrecorded ri biber Je 


4 1 0 
ſive of a very grest number which had ar difſetellt Utes: been 


or miſlaid by negligence of the offcers. In the Tecretary's of 0 7 
thete ſeems to have deen leſs fraud, ard more attencign, than in ahy 

other The books and papers have in gener Been Kept With 752 
care,' and the duets," Gel tegularly recorded? ""Fh& cab o of "Which 
perhaps hab bern, chat, Jeeing this vffice us juſtly Fegarded as of 
the utmoſt importance to public and to Private property.; ſo che 
laws of aſſembly have ſubjected the officer to"a aiultitude* of heavy 
penalties, and te large ſecurities, In order to Force 1 to be ſedu- 
lous/and faithful in the diſeharge of His wech dutſes. "The 
proveſt marſhal's office is the Epitat br imperial * grlevatice.” The 


. upon enqutry in the year 1563 intb the manner of exe- 
is office,” Wund en books kept in ſo obſcure and unintelli- 
oat 4 method that it was extremely difficult, if not impoffible, 
for che ſuitort t trace out white ſürhs of money 8d been levied and 
.- received pn their: writs! Aecdrdiug to the fyltem u bon Whirh 


L. Was on this tint,” ns fam neh mene, "(ha the. mb, palled the & before- — 
wess N in Mr. Bontein's favour; Wich Hiſcd the income of che dffice in his time to 30000. 
e c 
ju ents ; | | 


{ot 
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ze had been ſor ſorqe tine conducted, it was actually become 2 
public nuiſanco the debtor gained no reduction of debt by the 
Jovies made on his property; and the creditor gained no payment 
by iſſuing bis writs; the whole was, by the hocus porus of. othice, 
ingulphed into the pockets of the marſhal and his deputies; every 
att, every ſubterfuge, was practiſed, to puazle the creditor in bis 
ſearchy and conceal theſe ſums from his diſcovery, that they might 
che longer continue int the hands of the officers, and be, employed 
for their profit. The aſſembly found, that, by theſe dexterities, 
the prinoipal deputy had detained, and not accounted for to the 
ſuitors, near 430,000 , in the ſpace of three years: only !, It was 
obſerved; that, unleſs ſore; expedient could be fallen upon by 
legiſtature, to reſtrain, if not remove, che notorious abuſes com- 
mitted in this office, the ſame would in a very ſhort: time become 
a public calamity to the uſland ; and that, as well from the hard- 
ſhip thrown upon many unhappy; debtors, and the miſapplication 
of their: payments, as the embarraſſment and diſſiculty every day 
increaſing upon the ereditors in the proſecution and recovery of 
their right, lawſuits would become more dilatory, expenſive, and 
vexatious z and thereby, both the-planting and commercial intereſts 
neceſſarily foffer and: decline. They paſſed a bill, to. remedy in 
ſome meaſure the evils complained of, and regulate the .method of 
keeping the public books in that office; But this | proviſion was 
unfortunately defeated, by the prevailing influence of the then de- 
puty over the minds of ' ſome gentlernen; and the bill was rejected 
by the council. Another bill vvas ſome time afterwards framed by 
the aſſembly for the like good purpoſe,” and paſſed into a law ; but 
this met with no better fate; it was diſallowed at home upon ſome 
trivial pretence, and (as report ſaid) through the aſſiduities of the 
patentee, who in a letter (which was ſhewn about) appeared to 
have taken great merit to himſelf for his ſucceſs ful oppoſition. 
The deputy-marſhal giues 4000. ſecurity to the public, for the 
faithful diſcharge of his office: but he employs ſeveral deputies 
under him; from each of whom he requires a ſecurity of 8900 /. 
It was found, that he divided the ordinary fees with thoſe deputics, 
ſettled accounts with them every: three months, and charged them 
with \ compound intereſt on all ſuch ſums of lte money as they 
. 510 N 2 had 


SS Hy an N A 1 C A It 
had received by ſale of levies, and Manet . lobe. 
Many of theſe deputies had, at times, been 3 or 40001. in artear; 
ſo that his proßt, ariſing from che intereſt alone of the ſuitors 


money, muſt have been very conſiderable. They bought up great 
part of the levies they made for one half their real ae, by means 


of colluſve ſules, to the great injury of the debtor. The goods 
they ſeized; or the bribes: they: accepted, if thiy coatifies of ex- 
portable commodities, were generally ſhipped to 'Great-Britain for 
ſale; à cargo was imported in return: upon which, they continued 
to trade; and, in the courſe of two or three years, if they met with 
no loflles, found means to treble their capital, which was ſtill ad- 

vancing ſo long as they could maintain their footing in the oſſice: 
and, in all this time the creditor was excluded from his money, by 
fictitious returns, and pretended transfers to prior judgements. 
The chief deputy, having, by his quarterly ſetile ments, ſo large a 
revenue of compound intereſt flowing in from their ſeveral ar- 
redrages, was contented to wink at their corruption and traffic, by 
which he became a reciprocal gainer. They acquired, beſides, a 
very large profit. in gratuities, given by angry: creditors to perſecute 
their debtors ; and by debtors; on the other hand, to make à frivo- 
- Jous levy, or a Farde return to the writ, and ſo to delay from court 
to court. In this ambidexterous dealing the chief deputy ſhewed 
an activity perfectly equal to that of his ſubalterns. The chief de- 
puty, as high ſheriff of the iſland, is neceſſarily inveſted with very 
great power, either to do much good, or much miſchief. It would 
not be inconſiſteut with the duty of his office, ſhould; he interpoſe 
that power, on particular emergencies, to ſhicld a poor and indu- 
ſtrious ſettler from the unfeeling tyranny of a ravenous creditor. It 
would be even laudable in him, to ſuſpend, or at leaſt mitigate, the 
rigour of his authority, in all caſes where the ſevere execution of it 
might ſacrifice the entire liberty and property of an honeſt man, to 
gratify ſome inhuman Shykck'with- the diabolical pleaſure of  feaſt- 
ing over the diſtreſs ' and miſery of his fellow creature. But, when 
the officer cannot be prevailed upon to do this gratuitouſly, he loſes 
all the merit which ought to accompany the action. It is (certainly 
beneficent and humane, if not” abſolutely incumbent. on him, to 
—_ his'ſeveral deputies” to execute their writs/in the manner lealt 
7 | | diſtreſſing 
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diſtreſſing to the planter, inſtead of leaving them at full liberty to Ag 
ravage and plunder all around them, like the ſavage Co Coſſacks of a | 
Ruſſian army. The welfare: of the colony requires. his atmoſt at- 
tention to this point; that, whilſt he is endeavouring to procure ſa- | 
tisſaction for the creditor agreeably to juſtice, he may not harraſs 
and impoveriſſi induſtrious men beyond the limits of juſtice in mercy. 

Our laws, Which give the creditor a remedy for recovering his juſt 
demands, are all mild and favourable to the debtor, from the very 

firſt iuſtitution of the ſuit againſt him. He is to have due notice 
of the action by ſummons, that he may not ſuffer by judgemenrs 
ſurreptitiouſiy obtained, and that he may have time to prepare for 
his defence. All thoſe chattels, which from their nature are moſt 
eſſential to the ſupport of his eſtate, are directed not to be taken in 
execution, when other effects of inferior kind and leſs importance: 

are offered. The goods, when attached in execution, are ſuffered to 
remain in the defendant's poſſeſſion for a ſpace of near three months, 
that he may make his contracts, and ſell them to the beſt advantage. 

If the marſhal makes a levy upon writ. of vendiliani exponas (which 

ſucceeds the writ of execution), he is to ſell it publicly; and the 

plaintiff is entitled to payment on his levy within ten days next 

after the ſale. One would conclude, that every proviſion which 

humanity or juſtice can require is implied in theſe laws: they 

would ſurely be anſwerable to the utmoſt deſite of either party, if 

they were duly enforced, according to their ſpirit and intention. 

But the writ of execution (for ſome time eſteemed a mere writ of 

grace) has iſſued only for form's ſake: the marſhal. has made a fic- 

titious return to it; and, when the venditioni iſſued, he has levied 

arbitrarily on whatever he could find. Negroes, which ought to be 

the laſt, have uſually been his firſt object. 'There is, unfortunately 

for this colony, another law, the ſource of moſt of the evil prac- 

tices committed in this office x which, having gained ſtrength by 

time, is now ſo firmly rooted, that a repeal of it, although clearly 

for the public advantage, would be attended with great inconveni- 

encies. This law eſtabliſhes a preference of payment upon kvies 
in favour of the creditor who obtains the earlieſt judgement againſt 
his debtor. All levies being ſubject, in the firſt place, to diſcharge 
of prior judgements, the. money, ariſing by ſale of the debtor's pro- 
perty,, 
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perty, falls of courſe into the marſhals. hands, and is „ into 
His office, im order that he may apply it (upots cxamnipg his Hooks) 


-towards ſatisfaction of the prior Judgement creditor. . The later or 


junior creditor gains Dothing,::;therefare, by iſſuing his writs from 
court to court, until the levies; made thereon amoumt to more than 


-_  Jatighes. all the judgements preceding his own. Some marſhzls, 


taking the advantage held out to them by this hateſul la w, have de- 
tained all ſuch lewied payments in theit hands, under various pre- 
4cnces of applying them according to priority in their books; 
which books being ſcarcely intelligible to an one except the officer 
and his clerks, ndt one of the creditors, could probably reap any be- 
beit from the debtor's. diſtreſs. ſor many months, and even years. 
Much explanation is not required ta ſhew bow. pernicious this law 
has been, and muſt ſtill be, as well with regard to debtor. and 
creditor, as to the general credit of the iſland. Every creditor is 
obliged (in | deference; to his on intereſt and ſecutity) to ſue his 
debtor, and obtain judgement, as ſoon as be poſſibly can: and, 
aſter judgement is obtained,' he muſt likewiſe proceed to iſſue his 
writ of difttels, without oenſing, that he may force payment of all 
the prior judgements, raiſe himſelf: higher on the liſt, and have a 


"Theſe actions ate, without doubt, very chargeable and harrafling to 
the debtor. In order to gain time, and damp the ardour of his 
opponent, he muſt. throw every advantage he can in the way of the 
firſt judgementscreditor, with a view to keep him quiet; and 
procure his orders to the marſhal to accept a compoſition for levies 


pretended to be made, and apply it to the prior writ, that the ju- 


nior creditor may be tired out, and induced to wait with patience. 
He muſt alſo purchaſe the good graces of the officer, that he too 
may be: perſuaded to favour the plan-. A creditor, involved in 
ſuch difficulties, generally pays from 15 to 20 per cent. on all his 
-judgement debts, annually, in fees and douceurs. With ſuch an in- 

tereſt, the ſum is continually increaſing its bulk; and in five years 
time doubles the original debt. Many a planter, who has played 

the game, and endeavoured to gain delay by a ſyſtem of  expedients, 
Has found himſelf deceived in the end by vain illufions ; and his 
N ſwollen by impereeptible degrees, as to compel him to give 
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chance of being paid in his turn within a reaſonable courſe of years. 
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up all his propert y in di ſcharpe of it. 100 late he has perteived, 
that it would Kart beta better for him to have reſigned it under the 
original incumbrance, than have toiled through a ſeries of "uneaſy 
hours, and dif ingetuovs pretences ; ſince every Conttivange to baffle 
his crecitors has but aggravated, the load, and never could leſſen it. 
A merchantin England is placed! by this Jaw in a very unegual and 
unfalr tuation; for, in general, hie cannot obtait his judgement, 
until all or moſt of the kreditors on the ſpot have gained the ſtart 
of him; nor can he be To early acquainted * with his debtor's cir- 
cutnſtabces. © Creditors are, "under this law,” very much in the con- 
dition of certain tradeſmeu, ho, as the ſtory goes, Had for a long 
time ſupplied the wants of a young \pendthrift, * ' Wearied at length 
with their impottunity, he appointed a a. particular day and hour, for 
each of them to call ypon him; and, in the mean while, he pre- 
pared af "alphabetical mufter-roll of their names, As they came 
one by one, he exhibited his liſt, and aſſured them of payment 
a; oh ſeveral | turns, according to the order of their names. 
"the reſt was his taylor, whoſe name began with a V. 
105 vain "did the poor taylor expoſtulate with him, and repreſent the: 
injuſtice of putting him off to the very laſt; who was not only one. 
of the earſieſt, but the moſt conſiderabſe of the creditors. Indeed, 
my good friend — (replied, the. other) uy am truly concerned for 
the hardſhip of your caſe; but you may thank the initial of your” 
name for it, 'T could elk. with all my heart, that it Had fallen to 
your lot to be a-Mr. A, or Mr. B, or even Mr. P.; but, as the matter 
ſtands, you kee there nag remedy for you but Chriſtian 
patiencteQ. | 1 85 
I remarked, that a Tepea al of Kt law might be productive of many | 
public inconveniencies: this 1 meant in a retroſpective view. But, 
if it ſhould be repealed i in ſuch a Way as to have no retroſpect to 
preceding contracts, and to be. reſtric wp to future ones alone; no 
inconvenience would, I think, ariſe, more eſpecially | if the re- 
pealing a2 mould not take efferd until a reaſonable time after its, 
date, The creditor under ſubliſting contracts might, with. this pro- 
viſo, be able. to put his demands on judgement ; and, in reſpect to 
the debtor) no greater hardſhips than what occur at preſent. would 
enſue. With regard to ſuture creditors, and future debtors, only | 
the 


earthquakes, ot bad ſeaſors; che planters ſutfer, a ſtop is put to the rigour of exacting creditors ; 
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the aſe wouln ” altered, and greatly for the better in eyery circum. 
Nance,” The means of delay and ſubterfoge being once removed, 
men would bechme more cautious of contracting debts; creditors 
would have a ſure and ſperdy mode of recovery, agreeable ' to Juſtice ; 
they would, therefore, © be able to vend their merchandize cheaper, 
and the planter become a gainer in every view ; but in no particular 
more, than tetrieving a fait character and fold credit, with an in- 
creaſing ability to preſetve his log without having recourſe to 
mean evalions and expenſive bribes. The whole ſyſtem of iniquity 
muſt then very ſoon depart from the provoſt-marſhal's office,  becauſc 
no pretext would remain for his detaining the creditor's money an 
inftant longer in Bis bands chan the time preſcribed by law} the 
deputy muſt relt contented with the honeſt, legal emoluments of bis 
office; the patentee with a diminiſhed rent, and no room be left for 
a third PREY, . $0 N are the 9 ed, ſuch a 
"KI | ; Hoi Mt Dov whe ; "Fepeal 


41 eee ee A ee eee 
life, enduring - a ſpecies of baniſhment, and undergoing, great ' bardſhips, for the benefit, of his 
country. For which reaſon, be has great indulgences ſhewn him. Whenever, by hurricanes, 


"the few taxes which are levied are remitted ; and /even money. is advanced,” to repair their loſſes, 
and ſet them forward. -: To thoſe who are poor, but ſhew a difpoſition to induſtry, neceffuries and 
mall ſums are lent, to make a beginning; and this money is taken in gradually, and by very 
ſmall pay ments. On the other hand, as it can be of no advantage to the planter to run fraudu- 
lently in debt, but is of the greateſt prejudice to the French merchants ; all debts, "though con- 
«rafted by the planters in France, arc levied with great caſe. The proceſs, properly authenticated, 
as tranſmitted to America, and admitted as proved there; and levied on the planter's eſtate, of 
whatſoever kind it may be. However, © care ig taken, that, whilit cowwpulfory methods are uſed 
to make ener do juſtice, the ſtate ſhall not loſe the induſtry of an uſeful member of the 
community,“ The debt is always levied according to the ſubſtance of the debtor, and by in- 
ſtalments ;. ſo-that (what ought, indeed, to be the caſe in every well-regulated government) ont 
of the parties is not ſacrificed to the other,” Both ſubſiſt: the creditor is ſatisfied; the debtor 
is not dene and he credirof the calpujes Niere im bend ander gor nt home, by the ſure me- 
- thods which ste in uſe for recovering all demands in the plantations. 

la the French iſlaude, the rapidity of - their ſettlement, their aſtoniſhing lence exd-ahs good 
order by which they are ſuſtained and conducted; the whole is the work of a wiſe policy, and a 
right turn their government has taken. 

In the eee where def every lag fn pen 
to their policy, their taxation, the adminiſtration of government and juſtice, their population, and 
their trade, is wrong, or left to chance ; for whom the mother ſtate contrives no plans, executes no 
regulations, except to draw a preſent tribute from them; we do not obſerve the like flouriſhing 
progreſſion: and they would very ſoon decline into their original wilderneſs, if it were not for that 
perſevering ſpirit of induſtry, ſo peculiar to the Engliſh, and which is the, reſult of their liberty. 


1 have . between our 9 and chat of — 
ue 


ws 


Iu 


. a N 0 * " * * 
- 1 e a * Ws 
toc, an autres An -— oo mn, Lo ĩ7˙˖0— TfHos 


: 
2 


— 


B O O:K.. 1h HAAR. VIII. 97 
repeal may proeute to the iſland, that every true patriot in it ought 
to concnt in in apply ing. without delay, the proper remedy to thoſe 
ſtupendous evils, introduced, continued, and ſupported, by the pri- 
ority act. 1 haye, been led into this digreſſion by a deſire of point- 
ing out the various obſtacles which ſeem to have prevented this co- 
lony from attaiuing to that eſtabliſhed credit and flourithing con- 
dition to which it might ſpeedily arrive by a few ſpirited regulations. 
I ſhall; hereafter. take the liberty of noticing other grievances inci- 
Om . for L ſeek rather to merit the character of a faithful, zea- 
- lous advocate. for the injured, than that of an entertaining Hiſtorian. 
In regard tothe preſent ſubject, I have chiefly leveled at the pa- 
tentess; „ for Ido not think the deputies nearly fo culpable. 
They accept a leaſe upon terms, which they: hope. will leave them 
ſame little profit for their ſupport. , When a man has engaged in 
one of theſe, it becomes what is commonly called his bread; and 
he knows that he muſt toil through ſome years before he can ex- 
pet to ſaye and lay up ſufficient for an independency. Upon the: 
death of his patentee (which may happen poſſibly i in the firſt year, 
or even month, of his leaſe), and on the appointment of another, 
and ſo upon the expiration of every term, he is glad to renew his 
leaſe, even at an increaſed rent and fine, rather than loſe the office, 
and with it all his ſettled plans and proſpects of life. It is natural 
for him, then, to embrace the only method left of indemnifying 
himſelf, by making ſmall additions, from time to time, to the fees 
on ſuch articles as will leaſt give birth to popular clamour. But 
where! is the line to be drawn with the patentees? They live at their 
eaſe in England, go on augmenting their terms every two or three 
years, as if the offices were nothing more than their copyholds of in- 
heritance; endeavouring to make the moſt of their time, and to im- 
prove their annuity, regardleſs of the means, or the conſequences. 
Are they never to be ſtopped in their career? The aſſembly of Ja- 
maica may be aſſured, they never will ſtop, until compelled. 
Whenever the next reverſion takes place, the ſecretary's office will 
but with a deſign to ſhew the propriety of this contidfion ; „if, under all the diſadvantages of 
6 arbitrary rule, the French, by the pure force of a ſound policy, have conducted their planta- 


tions ſo ſucceſsfully ; what degree of vigour and opulence might not our Engliſh colonies arrive 


at, by uniting the fitteſt maxims of that, policy to our characteriſtic genius for induſtry, ſupported 
« by the ſpirit of national freedom !” 


e RE probably 


+33 8 uy fees, will be redeubled upon the people of the. illand. Every 


increaſe of this evil, than by paſſing a neui act, eſtabliſhing the 


that law, might, in the courſe of ſeven years, tire out theſe anta- 


the legal foe began only thirty years' back, the public of Jamaica 
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probably. be fauna at no deſs than 2000. Rerling per amum; and 


thing conſidered, I eannot propoſe. a better means to prevent the 


fees of all the offices at a :neaſonable; yet liberal rate, above thoſe 
ef the law of 1741 ; taking eſpecial cate in the framing, ' that the 
tranſgreſſors of it ſhall not eſeape with impunity by the privy door of 
noli proſegui. But, if this be not approved of, perhaps the yearly 
application of iooο., to indemniſy the injured ſubjects in proſe . 
cuting gui lam actions on the la of 1711, againſt the violators of 


goniſts, and bring them to 4.reaſanable compoſition. It would be 
no bad, bargain for the publig,/ if they could gain it at the expence 
of ſeven, fourteen, or even 21,000). This will appear in a 
ſtrong er ligh t, on conſideriug. that, if the euſtom of doubling 


has in this time paid 90, oo I mpre to one officer alone than was 
actually lawful for that affcer to demand or receive. Let this 
awakep them to a ſenſe of their condition, and be an inſtruction to 
make them provide againſt this growing calamity. If they have 
| paid o much in their on wrong to one office, how would the ba 
"Jance ſwell, if the reſt ſhould be taken into account ! Tt will be uy- 
derſtood, that I mean not the perſons executing theſe offices ſhould 
be abridged of any juſt or reaſonable emolument. I mean omy to 
inculcate, that the evil complained: of has originated from the pa- 
xentees ; who, not knowing when to ſtop, or perhaps imagining 
A the boneſt profits of the ſeveral. offices to be much greater than 
what they really are, have conducted themſelves, upon the grant of 
every new leaſe, juſt, in the ſame manner as if the offices. were ſo 
many common Engliſh farms, to be held under an improving f tent. 
Agrecable to this fallacious notion, they have refuſed to make any) 
other than very ſhort leaſes, and upon every renewal reſerved a con- 
fiderable fine; or elſe put up the premiſes at vendue, and knocked 
them off to the higheſt bidder; in this reſpect, indeed, they bave 
done what they would naturally have thought highly improper in 
the caſe of an Engliſh farm. If a'perſon in England had applied 
to one of theſe gentlemen, and offered to take a tarm of him at a 

| rent 
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ent Wiek it was well Knoten exceeded the whole profits; and af. 
ſufeck Hirt, that, in order to pay this exceſſſve fent, and at the Hite 
ride he able to ſübfift fris family, he muſt be forced to rob aff Ris 

neighbours Hens robſts, and fteal tfieir ſfteep; Would the gentiemanm 
_ (Wowing this: the neceſſary donfeqquence) be apt to ſtrike the 
berger with ſbeh a tettant ? ff He" pofſeſſed a | ſpark” of Boneſty, 
I think he would not; becauſt / He cod not But know, chat, by 
clog witty the offer, he mult te MgmatizePas a accomplice, if 
f.!!! Hefty tobe committed" by his 
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ten en ottoman 15765 be v. | 
-Somevfrtio'pmentces (I de not ſay the'preſenty* Have bern con- 
ſcious / that rie caſe of the! Jumaica officers is" exceedingly parallel 
to this exatingle;" but fo lirfle- afhumec were they of giving encou- 
ragement: Here mohey was the object; that they only "thought 
how:they* might beſt ſecure themſelves againſt their tenant's infol- - 
voher me accepted! the: difhivnourable propoſal made to them, 
upom coutlition that good? ſecurity ſnould be given in England for 
regulhr payment vf the r.. 


- 
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It isla matter of aſtonifhmeteto me that any manſhouldi'pofiefs- 
ſuch a-pliatitkind of Honeſty ae without ſcruple : to abet a ſyſtem 
of knayery! committed in Jamaica which he would be thoroughly 
aſhamed of chumtnanding if it wes 16! be: committed near his 
countryi ſeat in England ʒ or that it ſhouldꝭ be! thought: leſs criminal, 
to putloin fromiten thouſand perſbnsrin Jamaica, than to purloin 
from one in England. Surelyg to demand and take flomlany one 
double the ſum that I have a right to demand land take, is not con. 
ſiſtent with / the principles of honeſty, as they are commomy un- 
derſtood g nor is it more ſo, to ſhare in the fruits of ſuch ekaction; 
but ſtill Jeſs; to ſinſiſt on ſacks unreaſamable tbrms wich? a deputy, 
as compel him, whether he will or: not, td act the part of a ſharper 
in the execution of his duty, or otherwiſe be unable either to pay 
his rent, or ſubſiſt his family. It would be impoſſible for the de- 
puties to carry on buſineſs under a load of popular odium, if the 
inhabitants did not charitably diſeriminate in their favour; know- 
ing the hard bargain impoſed upon them. The edge of public re- 
ſentment 45 turned againſt thoſe ho are conſideted the [chief inſti- 
Batocs to exaction, and ho are removed beyond their reach. 1 

L O 2 would 
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would fain perſuade myſelf to believe, that the 
examined this ſubject with the ſeriouſneſs i it deſerves; or that they _ 


_ accomodation. As the friend of both parties, I venture to propoſe 
the following. Let the law of 1711 be reviſed. A great autho- 


ann never 


have been never well informed of the true ſtate of their offices ; | 


for, otherwiſe, they would have traced the clamour of the iſland to 
its genuine ſource, and, by ſetting an example of moderation in 
their own practice, have enabled their deputies; [to keep / within | 


bounds, or have left them without excuſmme 
Their reputations are really ſtaked; upon the iſſue of 15 45 matter; 


and, unleſs they mean to exaſperate the inhabitants beyond all for- 
bearance, it is high time they ſhould enter into ſome meaſure: of 


rity has told us, it is grown obſolete, becauſe it was paſſed about 


| ſixty years 2 0 · The bill of rights, 11. think, i 18 ſomewhat older; 


the haben corpus, and magna churta, older ſtill: are theſe alſo 


grown obſolete ? But I ſhall admit (for argument Lake), that nece- 


ſaries of all: kinds are doubled iu this ſeries of time; that paper, 


pens, and ink, are twice as dear as they were ity 1% n and "that, 
if the officers. ſhould be reſtricted to the fees of that law, the ſecre- 


tary. coyld not exiſt on 2000 per annum: which would then be 
about the elear income of his | office.',, Let urhis beg granted and 
their fees be eſtabliſhed at the rates now taken, unſeſs too glAringly 
exorbitant. Let exorbitancies of this nature be retrenched, and 
the matter ſettled upon the moſt fair and generous allowatlces. 
But then let them, in future, be circumſeribed. by clauſes ſo ſtrict, 


that the patentee may be effectually precluded from further exac- 
tions, by the utter inability of his deputy to comply with-thern, 


without breach of the law, and becoming amenable to the ve 
rigorous penalties and puniſhment, denn. it n r- "Ep 4e. 


nounee, but be fully _ © exccemel!1% 24 rſt 377 
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HAVING occaſionally dann the! def 1711. 1 mall beg 


leave to introduce here ſome account of that act; which will lead 
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we to farther remarks upon the conduct of theſe offices, and to lay 
ſuch other facts before the reader as will ſerve to corroborate the 
detail. rl. 51 11 Ya. {+ oft (7 Written Lick 55 n 
Jo gratify private rancour by cenfuring others, is a moſt ignoble 
and wicked act. I proſeſs to have no other view, in the recital of 

publie or pri vate miſdemeanors, but that very laudable one of reſ- 
cuing ſome thouſands of my fellow · ſubjects from the ſevereſt impo- 
ſitions: which, as they ſeem to gather ſtrength from the great 
power and the miſrepreſentations of their adverſaries; ſo they juſtify 
the zeal of every honeſt and welb meaning colon 
to enpoſe them in their true colours, and to undeceive thoſe Who 
may have been hitberta ſeduced: or miſled by their fallacies. 
On the 18th of April 151 T, a meſſage was ſent from the houſe, 
of aſſembly to the then governor, to inquire, whether he had re- 


fees.“ On the next day, the governor! laid before | the houſe a 
letter tom che lords of: trade to him, and another from Me.; Soli 
citor · general Byte to the lords of trade, in part approving, and in 
part finding fault with, the act. Theit lodſhips lettet recommended 
the paſſing a ne act, not liable to Mr. Solicitor's objections. Upon 


1711, was paſſed into a lawy by the governor, council, and aſſembly; 


and, on the zoth of April, 17115. was confirmed bye his majeſty in | 


council. On the a iſt of June, 1766, (ñfty years after the act was 
confirmed as guſt! mentioned) à repreſentation to the king in council 
having been made, by ſeveral ofi! the patentees holding offices in 
Jamaica, on behalf of themſelves and their deputies; an order was 
paſſed at the oouneil : hoard, ſetting forth, that the houſe of repte- 
6 ſentatives of Jamaica having thought proper to arraign the con- 

duct and juſtice. of the petitipners, to condemn the practice of 
taking fees, eſtabliſhed by euſtom and long uſage, and to declare, 


that, if the public officers ſhould continue to take the ſame, they 
4 ought. to be diſplaced and proſecuted: with the utmoſt. ſeverity .of 


the law; which declaration, the petitioners: alledged, had excited 
ſeveral Vexatious ſuits againſt ſome of their deputies, grounded 


1 reference 


149 


coloniſt, who endeavours 


ceived anycacbounts: relative to an act. lately paſſod ;. for regulating 


which; the / kouſe proceeded to frame a new. bill ; Which, in May 


upon a Pfpclamation 1 0 idued in the ſaid e which has no 


—— — 


| pdt matter in queſtion, and upon atv obſolets 3 
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as), 
4 pafſed im that iſland” in the year 1511 and het the petitioners 


* prayed” his majeſty to eſtabliſh, ' by his order in-"eoungih "feeh 
S'ouſtginary fecs- as haue — 1 Meir pe ſpec- 
«4tiveoffices;! or to direct the governor of Jamaich, with the advice 


aof his couneih to eſtabliſt a table, of ſuch addivionab fees to thoſe 


regulated in the adt of 1717, as ſhould appear adequate» and com- 
petent tocthe ſaid oſſices in their preſent ſbate!; and id the mean 
time, to ſuppore the! peeftivnene in their juſt rig his and aceuſtpomed, 

„ ſeeb, and fta all and ſuito grounded om the ſaich la 

of 15287" Nis majeſty, by aduide of his privy-councidiand lord 
of trade, orders the govorhGr cot oxvrti the powers legally ih voſted uin 
him, for protecting the petitipnicrsy or eln depuries / againſt any hits. 


havingstken-fuch ſecs gs had, by long} ufage;>"beenvtzken\viy them, 
or their predecoſſbrs in office; alchough. cr tame thould have er- 
ceaded . tie rates 'fettled: by the act of rþro'; and dcl ese that he 
will concut with, the-legillature of the iſland iw uny piopoſmion for 


a reuiſal of at law, and:oftabliſhing and filing ſuch! fees: f public 


officers as ſhall ehe adequate to tho pre ſentꝰ ſtate o tlrei / bu ſin oa and 
the citeumſtances ofi the times. There arch ſevonai partic ulaus iti tho 
foregoing ropreſontation ſo extraordinary as © to) deſet as eriticali 
attention] Nhe act of:15ur;>confirmed; by the / erb id rr; matt” 
have regulated the fees o a meſtꝭ equmable rate forithepatentevss 
otherwiſe: it is ſcareely probable tllat it Would have been © confirmed: 
The act, as originally framed, had met with ohjections from My, S“ 
livitor-generak..: The(p ther aſſembly removed, by modeling their 
laſt act, _zgroeable:tb! bis own corrafiont M onπαh’êJb, weoftiayuſkfely' 

TH wit — i e ges e Ele 4h Miotets at. . det ick WEE its of. 

feeds coniſequeatiplly,. 
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led. or ſuperſeded by any ſubſeqyentadt ; gherefore continy to, be as, much in forge 
PPS it firſt took effect. "The "I MN lined +1 ol not the fixing 0 demanding gratuities fo 


articles of buſineſs hproride ob gef Hur this 3 fees peel 


in and appoipted by, the law. 
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BOORKR'TI CHAP. VIII. 103 
[petite n conjectute, that the patentees had not been undonſultel. 
davits of theſe officery it appears, that they could not fix the cuſtom 
and uſbge of taking additional fees further back than 1743. In 
1764 we ind the aſſembly making heavy complaints of their ex- 
attions upon the public.” From 1743 to 1764 is a ſpace of no more 
than twenty one yeats; and this is called cuſtom and long uſage. 
An uſage, or cuſtom, in the ſenſe by which the law of England has 
explained it, muſt have a continuance, without interruption, uliru 
memoriam hominis: and a long uſage is ſill further extended beyond 
this line It was therefore determined, that an uſage of twenty-one 
Fears in Jamaica was exactly the ſame as a time immemorial in 
England, and juſtiſied the officers in eſtabliſhing fees of their own 
creation; that an act, paſſed only fifty years before, was ſuperannu- 
ated; and therefore fit to be butied in oblivion. His majeſty and 
council are deſired, not merely to diſpenſe with a law, but to declare 
it void q and to enact fees by the ſole and arbitrary authority of the 
crown: which implies, that his majeſty in council had as well a 
right” of framing laws to bind the colony, as of reſeinding or ſuſ- 
pending à known law, which had been ſolemaly confirmed, and 
never repeuledd by any ſubſequont act of legiſlature. His majeſty is 
called upon, in the alternative, to delegate this right, and to order 
his governor of Jamaica, and the council there, to enact ſuch addi- 
tional fees. A legiſlatiue authority of this nature muſt be ſuppoſed 
to xeſide in his majeſty. and council; or a petition for the exerciſe 
of it muſt appear abſurd and unmeaning: for, if the king's power 
in this reſpect was not ſuppoſed equal to the authority of the law in 
queſtion, nay, tranſcendentiy ſuperior to it; the requeſting his ma- 
joſty to exert a power, or right, which he had not in him, would be 
not only impertinent, but totally unavailing. Many difficulties 
would have occurred, either in tecovering fees appointed under ſuch 
a ſanction as was required, or in defending actions brought againſt 
the deputies, in any court of law, for preſuming to demand and re- 
ceive ſuch fees. His majeſty s order in council, inſtead of enucting 
(as was petitioned) a table of fees, offers to concur with the Jamaica 
legiſlature in any new law, to be framed upon equitable principles. 
However much, therefore, the order may ſeem too indulgent to the 
6 | : patentees, 


5 Ende a:poſitive) law of the colony, and againſt the ſenſe 


dainly beld the prerogative (ſtrictiy ſpeaking), withio legal bounds. 


s an increaſing rent, impoſed by the patentees, a diſinclination 


— 
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_  patehtees; in directing the governor to exert tho prerogative in their 


of the houſe of repreſentatives; and to ſtop, by noli proſagui, All 
boite inſtitured under that law ag ainſt delinquent officets f it cer- 


Ichave heard, that, when this petition and: order came before the 
houſe of aſſembhy, / the majority were well inelined to have em- 
braced. this propoſition from the crown, and ſo have, terminated the 
diſpute, if; many among them, aud even thoſe who at firſt were 
well iaclined to favour the officers, had not coneeived a diſguſt at 
the tenour of this petition to the crown z which they thaugnt too 
dictatorial, and indicant of adi ſpoſition to place tlie ſupreme le- 
giſlative power in the hands of the governot and councilh alone, 
and either ſores the houſe into co : 08; make au order 
of council, for impoſing additional. fecs, of ſuperior: validity to an 
act of the hole legiſlature. Ic was conſidered as a direct attack 
upon the rights of the aflembly; ↄaud treated y. The 
argument of the officers, «that:all the necęſſaries of life, and con- 
tingent charges, had gteatly riſen in their price ſince 71 1y which 
rendered it impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt by the fees as eſta- 
„ bliſhed in that year, was plauſible; and probably induced his 
majeſty in council to aſſure his ready concurrence in any new 

for regulating and appointing ſuch fees as ſhould be adequate ho 
« the Pee ſane ſtate of (their buſineſs, and the circumſtances! of the 
e times.“ Ighave already, in part, demonſtrated that this argu- 
ment was fallacious in its grounds 3 and to my ſormer I'ſhall; add 
ſome further reaſous. Although the neceſſaries of liſe had, it is 
true, increaſed in their price from 1715 to 1764, yet this advance 
of price was a moſt: inconteſtable proof, that the quantum of their 
buſineſs had increaſed at leaſt pari paſſu. The price of neceſſaries 
muſt ever riſe with a multiplication of conſumers. That this was 
the caſe: in Jamaica, I ſhall preſently make appear; and, from the 
evidence I ſhall bring, I truſt that the advanced price of neceſſa- 
ries will not be found to have been the original motive. for raiſing 
their fees to ſueh an enormous pitch; but may cauſes, namely, 


«6 of * deputies to remain ſatisfied with — gains, and an 
4 c& eager 
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Fe e ph; agqmting gaſy fortunes in (bort sie, Ac- 
90 6 7 Ale of. the ifland,. paſſad in 2693. the pricts of foundry 
gat Were fixed, and; regulated. In the ycar 1764. When 
is by, 15 adopted, this argument, meats. "WAR: an W 
bee 692 a5 fallows.;.. niſockh on Selg. Vil; 3 Nat 161%; . NH 
*# utton, and Jamb,... - abput ode helf mores dle 1 22 * 
2 em 3 Narr about one third: 8 Is es t angis 
Veal, ee, 2 ; about ode Hlth : whillt. all other but- 
chers angat, turtlg, d. Sch, continued nessy at dhe fame price. = 
19 8 5 the. aeceflanies of. life,. except: thoſe: imparted 
from, Great-Ruitaing, were adyapcrd ſamerbat: mote: then one thied. 
But the progreflive ſetyement and opulence::of che iſland bad kept 
even pace at leaſt; and, therefore, muſt be deemed to have influ- 


enced the price of; neceflaries,' as I have before ſuppokd:. In 1650 . 


were in this iſland only feventy ſugac- WH. Ia 1739, viz axty- 
nine years, they erg inctesſed to four hundred and t wenty nine, or 
fix times the number. In 1768, vis. twenty-mine curl, they were 
increaſed to ſix bundred and fifty- one; or ahone one half more than 
in 1739, and above nine times ore han an 11670/;:20d the ſtock of 
Negroes, ahout one third. in the twenty: nine years; and to above 
ſixteen times the number computed in 1690. This great progreſ- 
ive augmentation of property and . wealth had, doubtleſs, a cor- 
reſpondent effect upon the trade and commerce of the ifland, in- 
ternal and externa and Sonſequentiy enlarged, 40 2 prodigiqus de- 
gree, all the buſineſs f every public office, Whether for matters of 
transfer, ſale, debt, law, tecorch, ar tesde and navigation. From 
1728 to 1764 (thirty-ſix years), the export of ſugar was increaſed 
three-fourths ; and the ſhipping: propeetionghly, Thus we may 
reaſonably, and upon the moſt moderate average, ſay, that pro- 
Perty in the and has ted, fine 171, in the watio of at 
leaſt threg torone; and that proviſions: of the xfland growth have 
0b an average, advanced ſo nuch as ane half their price .fince 
1693. In other words, the buſineſs of the public offices has in- 
creaſed, with our augmentation of Itracdle and property, to three 
times more, and the neceſſaries of life have not riſen to 1E 
one half, what they were when the fee-law paſſed. The plea, there- 


fore, of the oflicers muſt, from this fair ſtate * the matter, appear 
Vol. I. P_. to 


" * | 


106 29 canteen eu. 
16 have been frivolous and untehable- it weil gerd not def 16, if 
Ve appiy theſe calculations'to the year 1043; at which peridl, the 
deputies, according to their own began firſt to deviate 
from the law confirmed. 7 dhe erow n only twenty-=eight'\ Jelts be 
fore, But, granting thelf plea to be in part admüfſible, that the 
rates of all neceſſaries had de ee and their buſineſs not 
grown more enlarged; and for reaſon” beconie Icls profitable, 
(which, I think, would be z foleciſm in political arithmetic); ſtill 
this diminution of 'profit could givo them a Ab pretence for only 
exalting their! fees in a prbportionable *theahire, or about” one third 
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woe. We ſhall now exatnine, how ſetupulouly they have Aahered | 
ven to this! proper BV the ac. of W 40 
- £14 CN 12980 pd. Ban 27 ein; un 1 . 5 e 4 
The elle Ps ſho] for entering and clearing veſſels) St. ” 
trading beyond the tropie of Cancer, is fixed i . 2 6 


The collector thereforb, in 1564, ſhould not have l tete, 4 
exceeded three times thas ſain; or ee eee 9 15! 0 
Bit, by the examinations taker iu 2 764 by the} 
53 aſſembly, it appeared; chat, i the laſt- 
mentioned year, the collector had demanded ai ORR " bv 
taken, ſor entry and clearance! of a North-1! 4 1 | 
es Wh 'vefſel” (very near "tventy" times a he: - 4285 1 won 0 2 
much as the legal etc)) 80 les än Mal JJ 

Abbas 10 17375 and for: ſeveral years preceding, a= e üs Tn, = 
tothe year 1743, the naval officer demanded ud 20) e | 7 
© vand received for his fee, on ettering and dearing |” ft > 
- veſſel from Great. Britain, W- „(n — ) 490 2 43 
This was an lexceſs beyond the legal fee; but, in nal 
ry it was found to have been increaſed to: " 483. 
T he rent of this office; about 173) and for ſererik füdſequent years, 
paid to the patentee, was 200 J. —— amum, The fee, there- 
fore, having been xiiſed, from ryag to 1564 (ewaity-one years), to 
near thrice. the fſt rate induces a preſumption, that the patentee 
had grad ly raiſed his reht in the like proportion: and that His ex- 
action on his deputies from time to time] and additions malle upon 
every deu appointment, qurged the deputy (for the time being) to th- 
. fees. In rr at" dompttoller "office. 
40 This 
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- BOOK'L CHAP. VL 185 
'This officdtʒ baving note allowed by: law, o recbived an ammual ſa- 
| lary & 2601. in lieu thereof. The firſt ſum taken at this office 
us Bre Hhälinge, (demanded. by dne of tlie clerks, by way -of/ a 
| perquiſite Sto hint li: this was afterwards raiſed to 6 z d. then to 
Ib. g atid daſtix converted into an eſtabliſhed fee of- 
11094. G Al or moſt of the other officers had committed the 
like: exceſſes as L haue already related. — plan of ope- 
ration wus bn form and the origin of their exact ions nearly ſimilar. 
His maeſty's proc lamation / which was: iſſurd in Fe on the 
29th of Septembet, 1764, is imtheſe in 5 45:10 1 1t/5 G 01! :, 
«4, Foralmuch as We have reutived frequent eodplaints, that ſeve- 
tal: public officers, in our cojonics and: plantations in America, 
have i talen and received by colour of their ſeverab offices, ſun- 
« dry; exorbitant fees fbn huſiueis tranſacted thereii; and whereas, 
«from repreſentations" lately made to us, there is reaſon to appre- - 
hend; that ſuch un warruntable demands and exactions ſtill con- 
„ e of our colonies; particularly on the ſurvey and 
<,paflingiof patents for land; we. Have the juſteſt indignation at 
«{jubh; ſhameful-and illegal practices, which do not only diſhonour 
«Our ſerviee, but alſo operate to the ꝓrejudice of the public intereſt, 
———— the ſpeedy! ſettlement of our colonies: in order, 
therefore, to teſtify our utmoſt diſpleaſure towards ſuck unwar- 
«<. rantable and diſhonourable practices, and, as far as in us ligs, to 
prevent the continuance thereof, and the evil conſequences ariſing 
c therefrom; we have thought fit to iſſue this our royal proclama- 
tion, utterly prohibiting and forbidding all ſuch practices for the 
future. And we do hereby | order, command, and ſtrictly enjoin. 
and require, all public officerb whatſoever, in this our ifland of 
Jamaica, that they, nor any of them, do not preſume to demand, 
+ or receive, from any of our loving ſubjects, or any other perſon. 
* whatſoever, any other fees for public buſineſs tranſacted in their 
60 reſpective offices, than what have been eſtabliſhed by proper au- 
« thority, on pain of our higheſt diſpleaſure. | And it is our, royal 
* will and pleafure, that every officer, who ſhall demand, or re- 
* coive, any other than the fees hereby allowed, ſhall be forthwith. 
66 removed from r bis ſaid office, and ſhall be prgſecaced by our at 
* Wy 3 | & torney x 


| 4 
"#14353 Fad be ; FR 4 
1 - 


wy; A N A4 10 0 q 


traſh ſever] 
: 7 Rs 


n, of e r eien e d cb 
that the patentoes; ini their pctition to the — 


affirmed to his majeſty; · Nhat this pro lamation had no refetence 


td the mattes in queſtion? #-v. their fees; though it appears, in 


the 'plainieſt and moſt expreſs tertms, to be pointed at them; and, 
with reſpect to Jamaica) cbuld haus nd probable 'referente; to any 
mation tioticbs particularly the ex-. 


other: It is true, the procta 
_ aA{6ns on 4 furveys ahd patents font hande gli but it clearly applies 


alſo $0 every other exa@ivny” for it includes * all public officers 


_«« Whätſdeter, and all-public-butineſs tranſacted! at their re- 
ſpective offices?” It upbriids, their pructices in. the ſtrongeſt terms 
of cenſuge ) calling them o utpwarrkntable,->ſhamefol,//iNegal, 
„ diſtghoutable ;“ and thredtebs: them with His majeſty's Ahigh- 
« eſt diſpleaſure}? 4 rembwab Hons office,” an proſecution with 
« the dirtioft.rigor of the Mw? if they: fhivuld preſumt ta demand 
or reothye'« a ther > feds? gramme have been eſtabliſhed 
by e proper authority. Suri, we \ougfhteo ſuppoſe that the 
proclamiatjory extends) its meaning, not om to fone! ſrtr of public 
olfloersg but to all it gene; without erceptiott.. To draw dif- 
feront cone luſion is d charge his nmjaſty with being partial i as ſe- 
verely puiiihing ſome few/officers,” und conniving lat call the reſt, 
although gu ilty of the ſame offences; equal, or hay be; in a 
greater eruν , Which would be! aπZat of: io juſtiat highly dulgrace- 
ful to \majeffy,” andy initrd, Fepugtinnd to every - principle of com- 
mon eguitys It ot be; wondered, if the parties in Jamaica, 
who had been recent 


W ahd the judges i uiitil the en had, by che power of 
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+ © already taken towards carrying into executien his 1 20 gracious pröklamation; and ex- 
preſled their confidence, * ſame would effectually b gue | in gzecution, by forthwith fe- 


4 moving 


geendet ahi our ia cr bb en with tho . 


aggrieved by ſuch opproſons,” and. fought | 
redreſa by lay underſtood the proclkamation'to/be df general na- 
tureg.and to allude to every, tranſgreſſimg officers: It was ſo con- 
ſued by! the governor, hy the : houſe of repreſentatives, the attorney 


their 


x profegutions 


the collector, naval offiwer, eee contrary to and. filed 
nts againſt them ig Voürt 34 on the EF e TE 28th. 4 No, 
vember, Me afſeinbly had f GK <6 his elRen ey. . fbr the Hepes "He bad 
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| their intereſt, {fucteeded ſo well; ac to obtain the order of his ma- 


council before- mentioned; in conſequence of which, ſeue-· 
raladgions, that had been inſtituted, were ſtopped by nali proſeqai ; 


cred pounds each, in the vain hope of bringing the offenders to 
juſtice. The proclamation had reſtricted the delinquents to ſuch. 


ſees alone „ as had been eſtabliſſied on proper authority.” But 
they had no authority whatever; - except: their own will and plea- 
ſure; for eſtabliſming their exorbitancies; theſe were even founded 
neither on uſage nor preſcription ;, for 1 have ſhewn, that they 

had notexifted above twenty · one years. They had originally ariſen 
by wrifimg dewiations frorm the act of 1711; ſo ſmall at firſt, per- 
173 ar nottodcfervs oppoſition; or fo: modeſtly demanded, as 
not to provok it: at length; they grew to ſurpaſs all limits, and 
werd neither required, » nor paid, without frequent altercation and 
diſpute. Had this then any colour in it of legal uſage? The only 


proper uuthor iy on which their juſt fees could be eſtabliſned. was 


ſums knowh:law ::the lau of 171, whilch regulated and declared 
their fees, wus this proper authority; there exiſted no other law 
for tho putpoſe. With reſpect then to Jamaica, it follqws, that, 


by the very terms of the proclamation, they were tied down to de- 


mand umd take no other fees than what that law allowed them. Is 
it not ſtrange, therefore, that, in leſs than a twelvemonth following 
this poſiti ve injunction, the opinion and juugement of things ſhould, 
upon an intereſted miſrepreſentation, be ſo totally changed and per- 


verted, | as to ſuſpend the effects | of the proclamation; to concur 


wirk the part ĩcs in deem ing the la obſolete; and, further, even to 


ratify ſuch exactions, intemperate ds they were beyond all bounds 


« moribg from! their offites; and 'direiing Me "general to proſecute, all ſuch officers, or 
= „i mould take or receive her than their legal fees.” In July, 1765; his ex- 


rived; the attorney-general,. © he muſt not! proceed 


| 2g him i to enter nol: fr o/c * on 4 Ine informations; bis majeſty" 3 A in A for 
= tad] wel being t en 3 r 


and the complainants obliged to fit don unredreſſed; but with 


this further agra vation of hardſhip, that they had been entrapped. 
by the terms of the proclamation, to expend from two to three hun- 


to trial af the informations 
againſt the public o 18, 39 a. copy 0 the report of the lords of trade and plantatigns, to the 
"a eg of the privy-toundl, wi%cometo tis Hands; and that he daily Epected, in con- 
*« ſ6quenes theteok, ai der From: the king'in cnuncil to himſelf, to put a ſtop to the proſecutions,” 
Not 290g, after this p46 [anorney- general received an official letter from his excellency, com- 
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of moderation aud grown intolerably giigeons and Ane 
both to the planting and trading ĩntereſt o It is no ſeſs aſtoniſhiug 
than true, that they found means to bring all this to paſs; an we 
cannot! but lament, that {ne among them ſeem to have extended 
the miſchief fil further, andito have beguiled even the ep 
r bricoznrn , rorrfernfoory 5cfto 2mnnt fr; 

In 1965, the ſame yer in which the king s order in unc il ira 
obtained, we ſind a act of parliament paſſed, declaring, & the col- 


11 


in, America, entitled to demand and receive ſuch fees as they and 
« their predeceſſors were entitled to demand and receive on or before 
the 29th of September, 154: provided the ſees ſo taken are not 
contrary to the crpreſs direction of any act of eee 
4 in Great- Britain. Aud, if no fees bave been received by Iny. 

« comptroller of 'his' majeſty 's. cuſtoms or ifiiithe comptroller's: 5 
< receĩved beſote the ſaid agth of September, have not been equal 
« to one third part of the fees received by the collector; it hall be 


<« lawful for the compttoller to demand and receive, for his fees, a 


um equal to one third part of the fees received as aforeſaid, by 
«ſuch eolleor, ſor the: lie buſineſs. And every ſuch officer ſhall 
i be entitled to the ſume remedy; for recovery of ſuch fees as here 
4 toòfore allowed to any collector, comptroller, or other officer any 
„law, bye: law, or other act of aſſembly, made in the ſaid planta - 
4 tions, to the contrary notwithſtanding. The penalty inflicted 
« for exactiug greater fees“ is; fot the firſt offence, 4 fiſty pounds, 
and, for the ſecond offene, removal from office. Here are the 
ſtrongeſt marks poſſible to convince us, that this clauſe was: con- 
ceived and nouriſhed, in its/embryo' ſtate, by ſome of the Jamaica 
patentees, and at length uſheted forth into light and life by their 
ſenatorial accoucheurs. I before obſerved, that no fees had bren pro- 
videds by law for the comptroller; and I gave a ſhort narrative of 


the means from which his perquiſites originated. I likewiſe in- 
formed the reader, that his majeſiy s proclamation iſſued on the 


_ 29th of September, 1764. 18 it not evident, then, that this clauſe 


was meant to give a proviſion to the compttoller, which he had not 
before by any ſecure title? and to confirm that officer, and his bre- 


thren of the cuſtom-hovlſe, in ſafe * perfect future enjoyment of 
_— * their 


lectors, and other officers of his 'mizjeſty's colonies or plantations 
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their reſpectiue ſees, at the very: rates to Which they had raiſed 
| chem hy exaction before the agth of September, when the procla- 
mation ified 2 and that this proclamatiou was to be under ſtood as 
the line of boundary, or a notice to them, not to exact any further 
bot the preſent, but remain ſatisfied (as they. might well be), for ſome 

ume, with the then enormous advance of them; and this too with a 
ven baute to any oolony law, or act oß aſfembly; Which ſalvo 
med purpoſely. intended as a home thruſt: to the Jamaica act of 
271 1 Our plantation merchants may well inveigh againſt, and de : 
plore, the exorbitaney of that influence, which has obtained a con- 
firmation (1 fear in perpetuity)y of theſe exactions, and thus faſtened 
a moſt ponderdus and: oppreſſive clog upon ttade and ſhipping, 
which, in all probability, may never be taken off again. 
The ſame prevailing faction found means, in 1770, to get the 
foregoing ſtrengthened with another clauſe. The naval officer, it 

ms, had not been expreſsly included in the former. It was 
bighly fitting, that this gentleman too ſhould be gratified. It is, 
therefore, enacted, (by el. ii. cap. 37. 10 Geo- III.) that «4 where - 
« az diſputes had ariſen, in ſome of the potts. of America, whe» 
« ther theynaval officers\were entitled todemand and receive ſuch 
« fees as were uſually taken by them andtheir predeceſſors before the 

«29th of September, 1764, every collegor, comptroller, and 
« other” officer of his majeſty's- cuſtoms, and every , naval officer 
©in the faid Britiſh colonies, after the iſt day of Auguſt, 1770, 
« ſhall be deemed to be entitled to, and ſhall and may lawfully 
demand and receive, ſuch fees as they and their predeceſſors reſpec- 
0 tively were and had been generally aud uſually accuſtomed to de- 
mand take, aud receive, before the ſaid: agth of September, 1764 
«any law, bye- law, or other act of aſſembly, made in the ſaid plan- 
« tations, to the eontrary notwithſtanding.” Theſe clauſes make 
a ſpecious offer of Juſtice, by denouneing a penalty of 30 J. on of- 
ficers exceeding their uſual fees: But it is, indeed, a mere offer, and 
nothing more; ſince neither, they declare, nor does any perſon ex- 
eept the officers themſelves, know, what ſums have been uſually 
taken ; it having been uſual for every new deputy. to eſtabliſh new 
fees 3) which, conſequently, muſt be often 3 by means of 
n and numerous ſucceſſion of olficers. | 


4 s Friis 


Vo nonſuit), that the seg, ulledged to be taken, is greater: than was 


parliament, without purſuing any inquiry or examination (as far as 


1615 2 1 A Ma x 8 0 4 
From the yeat 17a 5 to 17659 the -offige of pt oller: in Ja- 
maiea was executed ſuccefliyely by no def than ten Jifiegent de- 
puties. How, then, will any igjuted nan be gnpgouraged. tg proſe- 
cute a deputy for exaftiong ſihre he. muſt bring poſitive evidence (or 


uſually taken before: the '29th:of: Septembetr 1765 ö. Or how. is a 
court af juſtioe to decide the certain nſage, in @ matter which has 
been ſo variable, \uuſttdled,'and:uficertann?;' The remedy, 1 canfels, 
appears to me very ſimilat, in its aperatioh, do thoſe Auack me- 
dicines, which probe more noxious to the patient than the fiene 
irſelf. Gf all the different eractions I bave. ppinted out, there are 
not any which admit of leſs palliation than thoſe practiſad by the 
officers of the cuſtorns ; for they very waterially affect the trade 
and navigation of Great - Britain. It is remarked by ſame political 
writers, aud upon the mt rational. grounds, that the advantages 
gained over. us by the French in point of trade, and by which 
they have bern principally enabled to. worm: us out of dome very 
capital branches, are chicfly to he aſcribed to their comparatively 
low port charges: aud it is 4 complaint, and a very ſerious one, 
among the Britiſh merchants trading to Jamaica, that, by reaſon # 
the High pott charges of that iſland, they.are every year great laſers 
in their concern with ſhipping ;. inſomuch that, af it Was not for 
the neceſſity they. are under of employing bottoms —— — 
home that produce which is to pay theit loaus and balances, they 
would be diſcouraged from ſending any veſſel to the iſland, on mere 
{peculation, for freight. It is with concern, therefore, we find the 
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appears) by which they might come to the, knowledge gf facts, 

thus precipitately conſenting to grant a looſe and general, natifica» 
tiem of thoſe extortions in particular, which are diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt by the ſuperior miſchief of their, effects. Perhaps, nay 1 
am well aſſured that, if they. had taken pains to be duly informed 
of the truth, they would have oppoſed this mangeuvre with the ut- 
moſt indignation.” How far our ꝓublic officers in general, ma have 


outſtretched their fraternity in the other colonies, I know mot 3 but 
I have reaſon to believe; that, in the aſſi ces af the cuſtoms, they ex- 
han others beyond all compariſon. That I nay not ſaem to 
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flouriſh under ſuch* pro le b rthens. . "The og dif- 
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Bring W of patfiaunient” intb contempt zene 40 
people of our colonies, and to-creats'/a" ſpirit of difaffe&tion,” and 
even hatred; than an appearance of neglect and 2 on the 
part f government to their aneh eee „ whilſt. 3 ſame 

j eſtes 4 degree of zeal in rewarding t hot 
' whoupettiandor Vil Ie committing tyranny, rae, and 
inſult, . over their perſons and properties. Their Penſioners and op- 
preflors have never Kerr ATR 8618: 5 A go- 
vernment, blind to ſufferings, aud deaf tot ir c q 
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2 5 affairs 2 intergſts 5. other Lenk 
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2 bills. 


e e means o 
g thoſe re and for pray 18 remo | of, | e 
colonies fqund, by "expericince „ that, in order to de Tucceleful on 
theſe occaſions, it was proper jo. make friends at court; of, at leaſt 
appoint, a reſident, or plenipo, in-London, to 'negociate for them; ; 
their diftance from the mother country being ſo remote, that their 


voice became unnoticed, for want of ſome inſtrumental medium, 
which, like a ſpeaking trumpft, might render it articulate to miniſte- 
l cars. © The North- Americans and Weſt· India ns may wen 


Hugh at Mr. Grenville's ludicrous idea of a virtual repreſentation 


one the conquered proyincials of went Rome, to employ depu- 


Ties, 
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exten apd; im- | 
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in the houſe of commons; While they ſee thetnſelves compelled, 
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ties, © and hire orvtors; for explaining their grievances, Gcitvg/ and F 
| ling theireauſe withiCzkr and! the-fenkte.'\ The Beitiſn con- 
— hab admitted Sheclafs only of repreſentatives j who ate per- 
ſonully Aeputedl andappoirited by their conſtituents, by à formal in- 


ſttrument in writing, to act and vote fot then; the ingredients, Ne 


ceſtury to bas th appointenent legal, are ümilat to thoſe which 
veſts dug amd general power of ntterney. Our colony agents are a 
den ae eee et (in fome-'teſpefts); of a les, perfect ap- 

An >Jamaita'they are chmſtituted by an act, the title of 
which uſbalby has been; e for ſolieiting the paſſing of [laws and 
n other the public affairs of the iſland; and ĩimpowering certain mem 
bers of the oome und allenibly, .durig the intervals of aſſembly, 
« from timo to time ud oorafion hall be, to give inftruRions for his 
management. But this delegation, to à perſon who is no mem- 

ber of the Rritith legblatute does by no means correſpond in uſe 
or effleacy co a tepreſentativeduly choſen; and empowered te fit and 
vote in the houſe of »- commons: he can approach uo nearer than 
to their har, and there humbly. prefer thæ ſuit of his conſtituents, 
like any other ſupplicint : he enjoys not the right or power of de- 
liberating, or debating . In Cramwel!'s partiament, the oolonies had 
ſomewhat of a virtual repreſentative ; à ſelect and ſtanding com- 
mitte being appointed for the ſpecial; purpoſes of reporting their 
condition, and propounding means for their better improvement and 
ſecurity. A committeꝶ of this ſort; permanently ;cſtabliſbed in the 
houſe of commons; would doubtleſs prove of very great public 
utility, both to Great Britain and to her colonies ; more particu- 
larly: as it would . in eourſe: bring chat houſe acquainted with a va- 
riety of plantation affairs, af which, upon every queſtion relative 
to theſe diſtant parts of the einpire, they ſeem to have been but 
little informed. I may be petmitted to ſay, that, as we have 
adopted the navigation act, ſo we might, on the ſame principle 
of national good, embrace any other branch of that uſurper's 
ſyſtem which is recommended by the s and fitneſs of ita po- 
liey. Before.;a regular agent was appointed for the people of Ja- 
maica, ſome gentlemen of rank and fortune in England volu * 

became their patrons and advocates on one or two gccafions of | 


W them eminent ſervices; for which they 
2 2 received 


— — — IT 7 - —— 
* 


5 jeſty's miniſters at the proper boards. The cron, by an inſtibc- 


8 removing 
EKiogſton, the agent was required hy one party to ſalicit the; re- 


. xo Kh Mx I G οn | 
© ſreived: moſt gratefut- acktiowledgeinep! on „ile Alland The 
inhabitants afterward-obtained) leave, from the crown. to Appoidt 
one or more agents for ſoliciting/ their public affairs! with his ma- 


tion to the governotij ſignified its aſſent; but limited he agent“ 


fläalaryf or allowance in *the'orhole; tot gꝗοονν Rerling e pen anmie; 

which limitation (Hil ſubſiſts. Several incony 
ffom this mede of appolmmebt: which being byi an act off aflembly, 
che cuneil (ab a brate of tb c hegüllature) cobfideredythem- 


ariſen 


felves to be patties eonderned : havingitbe pet et oi rejection, 


they might Pur tber negattes ber a bil of chechfſcnibly appointing 


any perſon diſagrecable to them. The ſuppaſeũ igt of: exercting 


mis power ad num natora lx led-thentto-olaim-thefurthen right of 


a Joint domination with the. houſe of rept ſenitativ en and: ãt has 
Wer. a one ſide/ arid» denied on che other;! with equal 


obſtibacyi A has happened mor- tian ont that; the dhouſe have 
propoſed, and cohtendyd forꝭo one perſom zu the council forranothsr; 
end, unable tocompromifeithedifpureyratiitogeliidppoiuted no one 


to the agency; 11A dlgther? times, (the eduntit2ihaye! appointed one 
ade itdorin houſc another ;Yndyrnot urifrequenthyþ an agent has 
received to ſetb of — bodies; of dontratlictory 
ers fin my TIT complying with the one, he 

ſt neceſſarily : have actecꝭ in conſiſtemt with the other ele have 
maintained an inactive neutrality (diſdhliging : to both parties), 
and attended to the orders of ncither-> Thus, in the conteſt about 
the ſeat of government: from St: Jago de la Vega to 


movalz! and by the other to oppaſe it. lu anothenedifpute; relative 


tothe preſetiting a potitiou to his majeſty, which was ſigned only 


by the commiſſioners of thechouſe, and by none of the council; 
che agert declined to ſolieit it ta Hedging very truly that it: was; in- 
competent,” ànd had not come to him from that authurity which 
by the agency law he ws disectod to bey. Upon theſe oc caſtons, 
the council laboured unden thendifhoulty of not being able ati furniſh 


- controuth over the houſe, by" ** cee han pled 
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med to Fruſtrate am appbinttnent of the houſe by law; and the 
kings füfttustioh gives authority to appoint a public agent in that 
wand no other. The houſe have, nevertheleſs, the right of 
granting, bye vote“ of credit, a ſalary to an agent, or charge des 
daafens and thnerefure retain., in thoſe cnſds, whore the concurrence 
of the bourtd cat bei obtained upn eligible tems, a means of 
ſtalbadhhriug to chcir)own Gh of a perſon 0 ſolicit, for them; 
— if clue choice ihould he Very exceptienable, ſucli an agent 
(itis)probabl&y-would+ndr eaftty;fid:acecls to the miniſtexial offi- 
cersat! homeg\"although'in every other reſpect he might be free to | 
negociates In entremity, the- houſe palle a incte powerful ge- 
ſource} in their tight ff tac ling theit appointment ef an agent to 
2 principal mon- ili i mGUite, arch in truth is irragular, and | 
for thisreaſotwp 


ught not / vo be applied, except. in great emergencies, 
aid Hhothellerpothe#Juſt and proper mgthod hal! have failed of 
ſudc ot aH anſte ning the good tends propaſed. The council. 
aid ſleWib\pb(tis>Putrendynreinarked): baue had various: dificutions 
ubondthfier bB Theſe were) aggravated by a clauſa in ebe 
agendye dau, Which made vit t abſolüttely mecefliryofor. one of the 
council tb de preſent, and join with hę reſt ot che commiſſioners of | 
5 correſpondbuce in'framirig orders and inſtructions. for theagent, from 
time to thine, aduritig this intervals aß aſſembly : It vu unforeſeen, | 
that in mattets upon hichi the tv bodies might nut be unani- 
mn cepmitniffionersappomtcbby-the cn v,, al- 
ways He id intheir pot to abſantſthemſelves on — | 
for d meeting /atidity- thisivſeceffion- prevent the oommiſſioners of 
the houſes from framei or: trauſtnittim any effectual letter of in- : 
ſtructionb y und that, if they/thauldframerand ſend any, the agent | 
act nd ANI FA /embarmniffqdat mot co ho] to aft; tor, 
ap pertrec; ad heiwins byzavipolitiventany: requiring him to obe the 
inſtrect tens Ef CeaiW perten byname/>or aquotum: pf any fiweiof 
them, Whoreof i memberofothe/ o as c a xs to be one, e 
could nerteonfiſtentiy follow | tranſinitted to him bya 
qorffilen (avid r eompoſed ima mav ner difßerefit from that 
W hickf the Au n order. dotprovide a remedy. forctheſe 
boos) theyrag Gedi, that, the commiſfnoners 
e b Ger BS Gale be leren humbet; and the qugrum 
3 of 
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A faithful” agent ſhould 
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often been inflated with a fond-defre of alienating 
in hopoure d m den den ef der countrymen, a be 


more 
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more liable to perevese in error. Fot ſome med thei ave; of ſo 
abject, o perde a ſpirit; that, to gain a painted , they 
__ would readily harurd tlie deprivntion of all thoſe thin e lieh noe 
wile und' virtuous" value higher than life itelf.' In the choice of 
Agents, the people of Jamaica Have not always beem the moſt for- 

waate;/ The! obſervations L have read, reſpecting mother colony, 
ar&in-patÞ applicable to hem. No prudent man dnn think, that 
n perſon who is not bred op in he buſineſß, and bas no intereſt 
„ we Hand, can be! fit for: che after of agent; nor eren ib © 
« merchant, - who bas many commiffions, o be entruſted with it. 
7 there ig 20 kind of affairs, that makes n man for buſy, amt: 
. keeps* him in ſuch continual hurry, as facturage. It is, doubt- 
<+-fels, proper the agent ſhould: have full loiſure to carry on his 
««-ggency,/ be man of ſenſe and bonour, and one who needs not 
4 dorrowed pen to ſet forth grievances, and petition for redreſs. - - 
« How is it pole any man ſhould be able to ſerve the iſland as he 
oH to do,. ho is not fully apprized of her tonoerns, who does 
not perfectly underſtand her true intereſt, and dias other avocations 
« of mote importance (to bim at leaſt) tham his agency? This 
opinion, however, muſt be underſtood vvith ſome reſerve; for al- 
though there may be ſeveral-perſons-in trade, - «Whoſe: attention is ſo 
entirely and neceſſarihy devoted to their mertatitile buſineſs, that 
they can ſpare no time/for-occupations-of a. different nature ; yet 
there are others, who ſtand at the head of capital bouſes, and 
have ſufficient leiſure. In fact, a2. merchant of good experience is 
the better qualified by his meroantile know! buſineſs of 
agency: no one can quicker diſcern the had effects which any bill 
depending before parliament, may have/uponithe intereſts of the co- 
lony he repreſents; or can with, mort propriety and weight appear 
to explain thoſe effects, and point out any other oppreſſion to 
which- the produce or commeree of the colony may become ſub- 
Jetted hy an inconfideratenicaſure of the legiſlature, or of the mi- 
niſter. The admiſſion of twelve principal merchants into the 
French council of oommerce has always been regarded as a maſter- 


ſtroke of policy and the ſarprizing increaſe of French trade, -ſhip-- 


ping, and colonies, has very juſtly been dated from the firſt erection 
Renn The intereſt of n depends fo materially. 
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on ite products and commerce othat. n mai mboÞ.zgnorant af them 
can be. a proper agent. He wito beſt. 
moſt t᷑aphble of ſarviug h i⸗ aconſtitaaisqon 


do not Hall !tozveyrmants/thark Hauought todbeih m fre- 
character of folito anddengaging-addres zi alle, dutisg of 


lis office frequenthysobliginghins 10 attend} the geveeg af iche great, 


aad Ache oduntib board: he dA¹et to poſſeſa a facility / of aaſpeaking· 
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ab well asl wolting an a comefvarid arigiousidiyheizi be how: e 
a tebendive mi mory n order to redollect and ragthedi he- 
plicated matte ro ru toll te his / negbtiatio y. n ο,ꝭ e dtheſe, 
| ſoch ptefence bf mindb ma ,ỹ eantidence).ofi depotment, as might 
enable him to be vedy- in reply. x0 ſudden hi An b inter. 


don fei ed 


he repreſents; of the Jaws uud achſtems bynwhiabvit 18 governed: 
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audi mauufactores z htieles of imp export: its 2 
and quantity of abuſtenand cultivated lande: the st, of uts trade 


and navigation their relation 0. the, emol umants of the Mother 


and im- 


cbontry and the means »bp:whiehtheybmay be! e 


tate of its virculating» coin and credit a andy atlps:1dbags - SAGYM.- 


ſtandes which may lead to diſcover whenmip ät is, oppreſſed aud 
that haveia tendency! to ſupport its: dependence upon 
Great Brirking to relieve vr encourage its planting and merci! 
ititereſts to render it opulent and ſoùriſhing, fand: ther people, 31-1 
duſtriou S and Happy. Few perhaps; will tate pains ( to acquire 
this comprehienſioo ſtock of knowledge; but ĩt is demomſtrabiy true, 
that an agent will be vigilant, active, and ia ſerviceable, in 
to the dogvoe he has attained of uch knowledge. It 
is geftainly in the per of mhle ſtuyith col èrahle genius, to pro- 
cure tniitetial information in moſt bf theſe particular ibi ac aun g, in- 


appieved,”of 


proportion only 


mander 


quiry, and obſervations As the agent maycorreſpohd With the com- 


widetſiandithem op Hl. be 
ndixtheyoate; meſh likely. 
to bo well aciqjuainted. with thelei paintslgwhoſdeprofelinty 184y rally. 
lead tothe knowledge offt. vH hoi r quai ĩ hc atis 101 gengral, 
ich ſoem neteſſary iq malen aecdniplatiied; agent, are ſuch as 


proved the general ſyſtem of its policy: internaltand entemall!; ihe 
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mage am abieß and.themott intelligent, gentigmen-xdfiigendiin the 


from: gimę, tontime come to reſide in Great Britain, a very exten- 
ſive and fats gecgum of mot things relative to it. In 
matters, At; ' rade, as well as the; iſlanch imports, he has to 
conſult chen hole bod of menchants concerned: therein, and the 
euſto mah. laformation on;ſeveral. political. points may 
be qrawnffometheqouehα of cduncil, the minutes of aflembly, 
| v4 oy ned au 9 i\doubtlets,: of con- 
E Vantage ta an agent, if he has been upon the ſpot, holds 
a Popct geben, aud has drug a ſetiss Sf knowledge, from facts 
and, matters within his n. ohſer Ration and perſonal experience. 
ly, the; chgice, thergfote, of. n ſame have thought it would 
be moſt dx iſsablis co conſide the; ſolioitat ion of public affairs to a 
 geoileman. of the cala oß independent; fortane, and: good ability, 
- ho, Baldins a ſtaßs in then county jbibtiyx with: themſelves, is 
uot Age to het ineglets or overloak, their true idtereſl. 
But men i this claf-are, for the maſt part, either too indolent; or 
too much abſorbed in, other purſuitg and oc atiohs, 10 undertake 
4 dutr=Fhirh would demand io conſtant and Jaborious a. ſacrifice 
of their me, Somme ol dhe Bortherm, aalomies ndopted chi rule f dug 


have the gomfent th find! their. affairs beſt managed in the hands 
of their en, who. are numerous, aud leis opulent, 
of their holding a common intereſt together is ond principal ground 
of argument in favour of a country man (chankind ia general being 
ſuppoſed to have a partiality towands the place hene their intereſt 
is ſtaked) zo but it is further to he confidered, that ſuch a perſun, hav- 
ing the intimate friandihip and onde of many in the colony, 
with whom, he correſpands: and iw ho freely communicate their ſe- 
cret thoughts on public affairs, may be more juſtly and 
apprized on all material occaſions ;; his character too ſtands pledged, 
to his friends and country; a cireumſtance of ſo much power over 
the minds of men of integrity and hanour, as to ſtimulate them 
Perpetually to merit, by an aſſiduous and prudent conduct, the pub- 
lic eſteem and applauſe. Next to ſuch a perſon, is a merchant ß 
character and ability, who, by a long intercourſe with the people of 
Vor, I. N R the 


. A A 10 Pit. 
the colony, has acquired a thetough of their Allr. 
In examining the behaviour of our former agents, we ſhall perceive, 
that ſome have been ſcandalouſly ſupple and'quality-ſtrack;' others, 
mean and rapacious, and fond of ſoliciting by- the mouths r hired 
advocates; others, over cautious of giving & his L the ſtalleſt 
bag of ſuch timid ſouls, as to be afraid to utter truth, think. 
it 8 more diſguſtful to miniſters than treaſdii or blaſ- 
N by conſequence, averſe to ſupport petit ions or remon- 
ſtrances againſt evil goverument; caſily aw ed by a fon or duped 
by a ſmile; bunglingly performing the leſs ſignißcant parts of 
their duty, leaving thoſe of weight and importance unaccompliſhed; 
and never ſtriking out any thing new, from a wellitimed reſult 'of 
their oꝰ/n deyotion tothe good of theirconſtituents. It is true, the pre- 
ſent agent is à gentleman very reſpectable for bis good ſenſe, and 
affection for the iſland. In the later (proved by many important 
ſervices), he far tranſcendschis predeceſſors in 
them have ever thewn ſo diſintereſted a conduct, ſuch vigilance” «4 
the welfare of che colony.repreſented,/-or ſo intelligent and | 
comprehenſion, of its eſſential intereſts: no one, in ſhort, dial Rate 
a juſter claim to the thanks and confidence of the people in Jamaica, 
or has laboured more to deſerve them. But the people of this iſland 
are nat ſure of having always ſo indefatigable and uſeful a repreſenta · 
tive; and ãt ĩs therefore to be wiſſied that, in the election of his 
ſuoceſſora, they may tlirow aſide all partial and private cotiſidera 
tions. and ſufftr their judgement to move under that firſt and great 
principle; the public good... 
This ſhould be no leſs the motive for beſtowing, then accepting 
the office;- for hene ver it ſhall be granted as a 
remiſſneſs, negligence, and utter inattention to their concerns, will 
moſt curtainly: follow; and the ill execution of che 6ffice mut 
enen © improvident a che,. 
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COME” next in order; * iHbtttiably to the plan 1 Hive laid 
1 doben; to ſpeak of bit ilitia“ This is compoſeil of horſe 
and Fobt, and comprehends alf per ſotis from fifteen to fixty years of 
age. A penalty of forty thlfings for ea offence is impoſed on 

thoſe” who continue fix weeks'in "he ifland unenliſted; none are 
exempted from ſerving as privates, except the members of the 
coureil and chief. juſtice bor the time being, or fach' as have at any 
time acted A. cho. act ns, or fuch as For have borne military 
command. The militia of this iſland were formerly not inferior 
to regular troops. The repulſe they gave to the French invaders 
under Momieur du Caſſe, in 1694, was a ſufficient proof of their 
bravery!” The ſeverity of the militia aw of 1687, and the ar- 
ticles of War which were frequently put in uſe, contributed much 
to their "training and good diſcipline: It has been obſerved, that 
our modern militia" Ae. very diſſimilar from their Predeceörs. 
This, if truly the caſe, may be aſcribed; firſt, to the introduction 
of regular ttoops upon our eſtabliſhment ;'' which may be ſuppoſed 
to have relaxed the militia diſcipline; in conſequence of our depend- 1 
ing almoſt ſolely upon the protection of theſe regiments: ſecondly, 
to the abſence of Warp gentlemen of fortune, who chooſe to re- 
fide in Great Britain, and whoſe perſonal influence might tend 
much to revive and a" a martial fpirit among the inhabitants: 
thirdly, to the want of better inſtitutions, and a more general ha- 
bitude in arms: and laſtly, to the indiſcreet commiſſioning of un- 
qualified and mean perſons to be officers; which I have before re- 
marked as a very detrimental abuſe of the prerogative. The ſmaller 
Hands are in general moſt open to attack, and moſt eafily redu- 


eible by a foreign power which has become maſter of the ſea coaſt. 
R 2 Yet 


„„ MJ” © t 194604" = 
Vet there are ſome examples of iſlands, which have contained b 
2 multitude of inlets; and whoſe internal diſtricts were ſo well co- 
vered with mountainous faſtneſſes, and other unaſſailable bulwarks 
of nature, that the twhahitants,Aaftep being the — 
have found opportunities of ſupplying 740 plenty. of 

ammunition, and of maintaining the heart of the country for a 


long time, even perhaps until the invaders, wearied out with am- 
buſcades and ſurpriſes, have been · glad 4p treat from a place which 
they failed of bringing under total ſubjection. The iſland of Cor. 
ſica tyxgithes an ĩuſtance of this ꝶind; Where the amazing efforts 
| of an handfu Bf. brave; men, Pooped: wp" eee, 
 rginoys gutrict, have ſhewn how much. i512, the. power, of a bold 
and bas wir ee an Jock, ee eee agahuſt the 
ahleſt officers, and, beſi-diſciplingd, ſoldiers... The ancient Caledoni- 
ang, and the Welſh, . ſeeured their Jiberty hy the, like means. 
Hur e X Favs Pw ey 
eminent degree. It would be, ugaprafticable: Perhaps. far a, fleet of 
ſhips ſo to hlogkade ir, as to prenent ſupplies af arme band ammu- 
nitiou from being ſecretly, conveyed, into it, in ſmall; veſſels, by 
ſame ode or ather of its humerous inlets. The midland parts are 
wonderfuliy fertile, and, cpable af ſupplying. immenſe- quantities 
o vient and. at the ſame time, ſo defenſible, by acelivities, 
les, that an army of the beſt regular: troops. 
would not. find it an ea(y taſk to diſlodge a very ſmall band: of well- 
provided and intrepid opponents. We have ſome proof of this, 
ſrom the tedious, and expenſſye war, carried. on for many years, 
with a contemptihle gang of Negroes, called: ihe wild Negroes: 
who kept poſſeſſionof theſe receſſes, and held out againſt forty times their 
number, though unſupported during thetime with any freſh ſupply of. 
arms orammunition, except what were ſold tothem bythe Jews; and 
at length were able to put an end to the ſtruggle by a treaty of peace, 
the more honourable to them, as it ee the full enjoyment. 
of that freedom for which they had ſo long and obſtinately con- 
tended. Our iſland being thus ſtrongly fortiſied by the hands of 
nature, we ſhould reflect, how important it is to us to avail our- 
ſelves of this advantageous ſituation, and exert: ſuch precautions, 
inthe — IIA of the militia, that if, at- any 
. future 
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ata iments rc or ery ems in. ai ſult | 
cient uadxon nhabitants might; notwitchſtanding a roreigo | | 
— — Brondi che central diſtricts 
of the i land ori long time: Vutih eithor the enemy thould. retire 
througheainleſpainof: conqueſt, pn a- ſuhcio armament. be, diſpatched 
from Orne Britin to their relief. Neictrer property can, be eli- 
gibles; ner gedit permanently; fixed, in A country, Which, by its 
open and deſencoleſs ſtato. may fall au gaßy prey to every petty in- 
vader f Het thay: willalways be feſpectable in an, iſland, whole 
natorgLpaniments.are, al moſt⸗ imapregnable, whoſe! productions fur 
ſubſtan may wih: moderats, barg, ename inexhauſtible, and 
whole defenders ate practiiecꝭ in rms, btaye, and active. So vari- 
aus ars dure ſcurces in Jamaica, that 1 perſuade myſelf eaſily to 
thinks. that, with proper masagament, in the application of them, 
not all the nniten force of France aarusedeienen ever 
| bedauere Alte weboir dorginion... Prin oge bs tatfeary Uoupont. 
Butz towards preparing-ourſelves;for an eletiine/rippioftioner the 
"my ſtep neceſſary is, to put our militia under very different re- 
gulations from what nom prevail. It. is, difficult to aſcertain the 
number of ni ghtingrmen in our! iſland : becauſe many procure them: 
ſelyes to hes ſuperſeded, und being after wards not obliged to accept 
a rank inferior to hat they before held, they become exempted 
from ſer vice and arg; what are / called oma They are a nu - 
merous tribe: and may-juſtly be reputed; the drones of gur hiye. 
Others there are, ho. obtain ſome merely notninal office, as a pre- 
text fut cvading military duty. I may join to-theſe the gunners and 
matroſſes af Port Noyal, who reſigu their pay to the commander of 
the fort; that they may remain:excuſed: from ſervice. ti muſt be 
ſaid, to the honour of Kingſton, that the merchants of that town 
have always ſet an ckample of alacrity abd diſcipline to the reſt of 
our iflands: in the uniformity of drefs,. goodneſs of | accoutrements, , 
expertneſd of manoeuvres; and e volutions, they excel all the other of 
our provincial troops that · have ſeen. Ati the breaking out of the 
war before laſtꝭ upwards of twelve hundred able men appeared on 
the parade in that ton, under arms and well accoutred, in leſs than 
an hour's eee, accidental firing of a beacon, which 
3. Was: 
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ring the laſt war, they vw able to fruſter ſeveral hundreds more. 
In general, throughout the iſland ce horst er droeperd gske the 
| boſt"appearancs? and imight be of greut uſe in alli 
at landing, or in making forced marehes when diſpateh is neceſſar 
and tink ds e u enges dene From es bash gun. 
—_ but ſo Httte regard id paid to the trafming of their Horſes) that 
"very few are broke to ſtand fire; ſo this; When a public reviev/ is 
erxhibited, if is not unuſuat to ſee a whole-ſquadron; at the very firſt 

volley. thrown ints'difsirfer, the ark" broken; ſorric gilloping of 
the field; others laid and hat: 8, ug anner fcattered 


cmrouglt the air. But even th note $'the 
appearance of the: foot in ſvine parts" of the ifland. Thie) are feen 
aeccutredd with Hre-artne of le Yome being of four and 


others two feet length in the Barrel? muſq beten, and 
fowling; pieces, many of hic are half cater with ruſt; the men 
unequally matched and ranged, mei of four feet height aht of ſir 
being jumbled together, edn differemt- coloured cloaths, ſome in 
Jackets und trowſers, ſome in night- cups, others with tye- wigb; and 
Y altogether forming {6 truly — 4 group, as to extite the 
mirth of even Negro ſpectators. For this reaſon, it ſesms rather 
Wy | Ampolitic to drawtheny into vie om the king's irth-dags or other 
KH | cg am Irani time a cloſe compact volley, or You de jpyr, 
is to be made Their firing upon theſe oceaſions reſembles much 
more the bouncing and popping of ſquibs and erackers, than the 
regular and full diſcharge of trained bands. Of fifty pitces, not 
more perhaps than twenty are found to go off, This may ſerve %o 
raiſe a laugh in the field; but, vyhen it is conſidered that, in à time 
df real danger, ſuch men ate not toi be relied on, that their efforts 
could produce no ſolid reſiſtance, and want of good diſcipline has 
rendered them difñi dent of their powers, and liable to panics, and 
| therefore that little, if any, dependence can be placed on them in the 
day of battle g ãt ſeems! deſerviug a ſerious attention, that they 
mould tbe brought into better order, and put on a reſpectable foot- 
ing. To this end, I ſhall humbly ue mee eee Pays ene 
few hints, leaving their proptiety to the unprejudiced judgement of 
* gentlemen in the iſland; who may poſſibly underſtand mili- 
ten 


B 00 K L141 CHAP; X. 127 


; e e ghar aan Oar: tak; Neat #16 95/3845 1-410 MIR d 14436 . 
Our elder brothers of the Windward iſlande have ever been fa- 
mous for the excellence of theit militia. I will venture my opinion, 
chat this ĩs core to be aſoribed to good laws implicitly. obeyed, than 
to an dther icauſe. : Thea militia law of Antigua has this preamble: 
«/Singewerate obliged, bycall the reaſons of honour and intereſt, to 
put ourſelves-in-the-befſt poſture. of :deferice of which we are ca- 
4 puble ʒ and ſince nothing (next under the gond providence of God) 
can: ſoeffoctually contribute to our preſervation, as a ſevere, re- 
* gulaty and donſtant diſcipline, from which no perſon, of any 
afank vr eſtate ſoever, ought to be exempted ; it being contrary to 
the prinaĩples of natutal equity, and therefore as unreaſonable to 
exhct; as abſurd to hope, that men of low fortunes ſhall chear- 
«fully ſubenit to fatigues and hazards, while thoſe who are more 
Adeeply intereſtel in the public welfare refuſe to undergo. the 
h fame}Y>&070 A law, founded upon principles ſo juſt and ho- 
nourable, needs; no! encomium. What can be more unreaſonable, 
than to expect fortitude anduactivity ftom men, who are but little 
intereſted in the event of affairs or where is our prudence, in. 
reſting the protection of our lives and properties with thoſe who 
have ng property of their own: to defend, but have. a life to loſe l 
Where they can gain nothing, but where their all, their life, may 
be loſt, we ate not to expect they will freely hazard the loſs of it, 
if by any means the riſque can be avoided. Nor ſhould we hope 
that theſe; men will fight our battles, whilſt we, like Homer's 
deities, are lolling at our eaſe, the iſtleſs ſpectators of theit conflict. 
Self · preſervation operates as powerfully upon them as upon us, ex- 
cept; ſome other principle is touched, which, by its ſuperior acti- 
vity, may ſuſpend, or by. its nature or effects be convertible. into a. 
motive; ſo ſimilar in appearance. as to be miſtaken for it. The love 
of gain will often outweigh the love of life; and nothing is more 
common than ta ſee. men voluntarily ſetting a price upon their. lives, 
and eue their perſons. to utmoſt. danger, for. a very trifling pit- 
tance. I am induced, therefore, to conſider it, as a great defect in 
our palitics; that we have never put our militia forces, actually em- 
es, on ſervice during martial law, on the ſame pay as is giren 
to 
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in each company or regiment ; for Lean, by — 2 it 
fitting that our officeis, oo axon Gught to he, meh off; property, 
ſhould ferve like mett nat Swiſt. Warm centalnlynoticatitled to 
hope for/ananxiouig:detenct hof our perſons. abd; goods, from the 
_ lowefborders/(of White inhabitants, uthioagh! the impul ie bf public 
ſpirit,” or of gratitude to the:auntryl; Itheſt are patbotten very con- 
ſpicuous in / more exalted; ſtaticns. Ag mate. protiableliaducemcnt 
10 lehd theſe men into The field und- engage them to hazard their 
bodies chearfally, is ani] and valuable recompenct attending 
their ſervice)» We all i know that ast af ut infemor claſs of 

people are citizens af thm ονeͥ. Men fo deiperate a ſcrtunes, and 

not of very moral principles They gtelinvitedichy the hopes of 
proſit: the ſatme hopes engage them to remain with us and the 
ſaome motive alone will probably:.eves attach them for ſtrongly to our 
intereſts, as to make them riſqus theig dipesifreely in defence af the 
itland. If paycwas allowed ta chem th N]Dꝭ&hecomexcaliy and 
truly ſoldiete. This wood bind them mathe frmeſt manner, by 
changing what is no u ,ẽ“ af fabouν im actual duty; and 
the puhithinent'following'the breach of it would belequitably and 
leyully inflidted.” The acceptance of pay renders them ſubject to all 
the juſt rules of diſoipline ; and eſtabliſhes u rational compact of 
ſervite on the one hand, and reward on the other. The Britiſi le- 
gillature, perhaps, for this reaſon (among others), enacted, in their 
late militia law, that the troops, when embodied and during actual 
ſervice, ſhall receive pay as the regulars: I have argued for the utility 
of this meaſure; 1 ſhall next conſider the equity of it. The 
annual wages of our meuner white ſervants are in general mo- 
* payment of them not ſtrictly punctuab even in 2 
of etunqqufnity, much lefs ſo during inteſtine commotions; 
— effect of which muſt ever be, that more or leſs confu- 
ſton will prevail in every plantation. The troopers and foot are then 
uſually quartered for guard at taverns, where even common ſub- 

- biftencs is retafbed at a very extravsgant price: It times particu- 
larly turbulent (ſuch as wWe experienced during the inſurrection in 
1560) advantage is taken ef the public calamity; and the har pies 
a 3 ſeruple not to aggravate diſtreſs, by exaRiny, without 
mercy, 
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meccy;.,from their cuſtomers. |. The private men at preſent bear, th. 
expences of theſe tavern campaigns, unleſs their officer is a . perſon 
of ngk generoſity aud, fortune, as to treat his company, but 
this happens not often. to be the caſes nor 15 it, juſt, that, becauſe = 
2. few; officers have been willing and able to defray ſuch charges, 
ve ſhould . therefore expect the afficers in general to take upon 
themſelyes, ſo heavy a burthen. I am ſuſpigicus, that, When gen- 
tlemen of. ſpirit indulge a generoſity of this fort, it iy much abuſed 
by the men wha feaſt at their expence, as well as by, the taveru- 
keeper ho profits by it; and that, they contribute jointly; to well 
a moſt exorbitant bill of fare: whereas,, if a certain fun was eſta- 
bliſhed hy the legiſlature as ſufficient, for their ſubfiſtence, . and that 
ſum regularly iſſued, agrecable to the uſage of the army, during 
martial law, the men would, make the moſt of their allowance, 
and the tavermkeeper be careful not to truſt for more than he 
kney4their-pay, would admit. I have, heard frequent complaints 
from the private men of horſe and foot, that their neceſſary ex- 
pences out of pocket, during the time they were on duty, exceeded 
in one week the amount of two months wages. And I have known 
ſome. fe planters ſo atrociouſly baſe, that, on the commencement 
of law martial, they have diſcharged moſt of their white ſervants, 
to avoid the burthen of paying wages during, their abſence on the 
public ſeryice: by which means, theſe poor men have been com- 
pelled by law to appear and ſerve in arms, but without any other 
ſubſiſtence than What they could procure, either by exhauſting 
their own little ſtock of money, or by the chaxitable diſpoſition of 
their officer. If pay was allowed, they would have ſomething 
to earn, ſomething whereon to ſubſiſt; and an encouragement to 
behave themſelves courageouſſly. If any thing more remains to in- 
duce the lower order to undergo fatigue and danger with chearful- 
nels, it muſt, be the example of their leaders, who it is to be wiſhed 
were all men of real property in our iſland; whoſe fortunes being 
at ſtake, there is no doubt but this conſideration. would of itſelf 
be weighty enough to inſpire them with an beroic ardour for their 
defence. They are not to helieve that, whilſt they devote them- 
ſelbes to repoſe and inactivity, their diſtillers and overſeers will 
bght the public battles, or behave with the ſame. gallantry as when 
Vol. I. | 8 animated 
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animated Apa eſerice; Icounſel, aud applauſe” of their Ty 
[pI6yers: Men of ſubſtance, eſpecially ſuch as poffeftꝭ landed eſtates, 
ard by röſt writers fußpoſec to be the beſt folders, bscauſe with a 
10 of their fortiines is jorned u love of their cbuntry; Which will 
| wennn prevail on them to diſtinguiſh thEmfelves By a" Setter” than 
ördrnaty, belavicuf: But; to fm who Mas nothing to loſe, all 
—5 broad world are alike; ſo that, upon being driven from 
one place, it is no ttouble to him to take up his abode in another; 
and whether the public intereſt ſtand or fall is to Him a matter of 
perfect — In moſt countries there are ſome men who 
-are; iundulged with rmmunity from ſervice: but it muſt be under- 
ſtobd, that ſuchi immbnity continues no lopger in fötte than 
1 44 ſifficient number of "other fübhects, or f Hired 

forces, in readineſs to guard the commonweal: in all caſes of ex- 
ttemity, they whO have enjbyed this immunity muſt arm as well 
as others in the common defence.” And, therefore, at Rome all 
exceptions from military ſervice, an ewed to the aged, and to 
prieſts; ceaſed immediately on the enpectation of A Gauliſh invaſion. 
There is no doubt but the clergy bought, in caſes of extreme necef- 
ſiry, for the protection of liberty and life, to take up arms; and by 
their example ſtimulate others to Hazard all that is dear to them 
for the public good: in ſueh cireumſtances, they do not go out 
to fight as ſoldiers, but as men bound by the law of nature to 
repel force by force; and by the law of reaſon to defend their own 
and their wives and childrens lives. By the Roman law, their 
flaves were debarred from carrying arms, and chiefly through an 
apprehenſion of their becoming fulſe to the truſt repoſed in them: 
but even this only took place while no urgent neceſſity ſubſiſted to 
diſpenſe with it; for it would clearly be the very height of mad- 
neſs when there is ſuch a ſcarcity of freeborn ſubjects that the 
enemy is likely to prevail, for a people to chooſe rather to become 
{laves themſelves, than atm in their defence ſuch perſous as are 
alteady ſo. But, in this emergency, before ſlaves are entruſted 
with arms, they ſhould either receive their freedom, or a con- 
ditional promife of it, as the reward of their good behaviour; that 
ſo / the memory of that valuable prize, liberty, united with love 
to 2 Ay which now: oye can call theirs, nay inſpire them 
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with eourage and fidelity. I do not. xnow by what means immu: 
nities from martiat ſerv ice have been allowed by our Jamaica law,. 
ot chuntenauced by the public; but I ſufpect them to be the of- 
ſpring of an unmanily pride, lazineſs, or cowardice. By the An- 
_ rigu#\a&;- the-ordinary meeting tp exerciſe: is onee-in every month; 
and whoever” appears not on the parade by eigbt e' clock in the 
morning is deemed abſent. The law expreſsly declares, To the 
end that Tool meetings may not be uſeleſs, through the lazineſs, 

« ighoranice, or indulgence of any officer whatever," the following 
« method ſhall always be punctually obſerved: the commanding 
« officer i the field is firſt to exereiſe alt the inferior officers pre- 
« ſent ut the head of the men; and then to name two of them, 
10 f whom (once over in his turn) each is to exerciſe the com- 
«-pariies on the parade; through the manual, facing, and evolutions. 
The other officers are not to ſtand in the rear; but muſt go 
thtough the ranks, to direct ſuch as are ignorant or awkward, 
and to ſee that every motion be performed with grace and ex- 
« actneſs j by which means, every officer will; be obliged to qua 
_«-lify himſelf for his employ; and the ſoldiers, pay a more ready 
e obedience to ſuch as they are ſatisfied know how to command | 
them. The companies are then to be divided into platoons, and 
« practiſe the ſeyeral ſorts of firings; after which, evety officer 
H and ſoldier is to ſire with ball at a target; and, to conclude the 
hole, the commanding is officer to wheel the companies by di- 
4 viſions: and, having formed and reduced them ſo often as he ſhall 
find neceſſary, he is to diſmiſs them by twelve o'clock at far- 
« theſt.” Once in every year, there is a general rendezvous of 
all their forces at a place appointed for that purpoſe, that the 
officers and ſoldiers may be inſtructed i in ſuch parts of military duty 
az cannot well be performed by a few companies. Six filver-hilted 
ſwords; with, belts of -6/. value, are annyally provided, at the pub- 
lie charge, for ſuch as ſhall make the beſt ſix ſhots at a target at 
the general rendezvous; and the. fines for abſence, and all other 
defaults, are then doubled. The fines for abſence, or appearing 
WH dle, are hay. rated by the law : 
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Colonel. 3 w Enſign, — — 015 0, 
Lieutenantecolonel, 1 10 o Serjeant, —— . 0 7 6 
Maforg :- 2 f Drammery . . 000 0 
Captain, 30 0 U. 10 0 3 Private, r 9996 0 O. 


Eieuten ant. 1 0 . Each Carbineer,, = $06 


ſubalterus and privates as the major thinks moſt. deſerving, A ecr- 
tiſicate is ſigned, by the commanding officer iu the held, of the! ſe 
veral defaults; by uirtue of whieh, the adjutant is to demand tlic 


fine of the delinquent ; and, if he refuſes to pay the ſame on ſiglit 
of uch certiicate, a warrant is ſigned by the colonel of the, regi- 


ment, or commanding officer of the horſe. where the default was. 
comminitted, directed to the adjutant, for double the; fine; Which 
the: Adjutant! is by this law authorized to levy on the goods and 
chattels of the offender. A colonel's fine is levxied by; Warrant 


from the governor of the iſland. If private ſoldiers ate unable to 
pay f the- fine, they” ate to ride tho wooden horſe. be picquetted, or 


tiedneck and heels, for one hour. Andz becauſe: in volunteer fer- 
vice men are generally unwilling to be ſerjeants, corporals, or 
drummers, they are tobe named by any field - officer, and the cap- 
rain of the company for which they are: required; and are obliged 


ee ferde two years in their turn. Their forces conſiſt entirely of 


carbineers, D ſerve both on foot and horſeback, aud of infantry : 
and, dul $1668 rial ſerve among the carbineers but ſuch as are en- 
tirely to be depended on, they are ordered to be named by the com- 


mander in chief, by advice and conſent of his cobncil. The 


elbathing and accoutrements of the officers and privates are ap- 
pörtited; once in two years, by the commander in ehief, with ad- 


vice of a' council of War, conſiſtiug of the field offtcers; and the 


uniform is expteſsly directed; by the law, to be plain and ſervice- 


able. Every officer of the carbineers muſt be attended with two 
able and truſty Negroe men, armed witly a good firelock and a 


ſharp bill; every privatè gentleman of the fame corps; one Negroe 
man, equally armed; and accoutred with red jackets and black 


leatnern caps. The articles of war, which form an appendix to 


tie act, are conciſe and comprehenſive, and may ſerve as a model 
0 


6. 
Theſe fines are diſpoſed in ſhores, for the encouragement of wa 
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6 Britiſh colony i in e «Other acts make 
praviſion for all ſuch ſoldiers. and Negroes as may happen to be 
maimed in ſight. The owners of all ſlaves who are ſlain are reim- 
burſed, at a fair valuation, out of the public treaſury. If a ſoldier 
is \wounded, the whole: charge of his maintenance and cure is de- 
frazjed; by the pablic and an annuity for life is granted to fuch as 
have been difabled in the ſervice. The widows and children of 
has are lain are pravided for and maintained at the public ex- 
pen. For the encouragement of white: indented ſetvants, all ſuch 
as ts (bal be ſignally courageous: in defence of the iſland, upon certi- 
ſcate underi the hands of two of their officers, or other good proof 
of theit behaviour, ate tor be freed, from ſervitude ; and che maſter 
on miſtreſs of ſuch ſervants is to receive, for the remaining term of 
their ſexvicts a gun mennit, to be adjudged by the council and 
aſſembly. Thus has the legiſlatute of a ſmall ifland provided 
ſuitable remedies againſt pride, ignorance, ſloth, and cowardice.. 
Fhe:officers being compelled to leatn the practic parts of military 
duty, andeſhare fatigue in common. with the private men, the latter 
become alert and animated in diſciplines and; readily eonfide in 
badete of: whoſe dkill theg have received frequent teſtimony, The 
minutize: of duets, parade, and accouttements, are ſufficiently at- 
rendedotoy the pumiſhment of defaulters is equal and reaſonable; 
the rewards!and;;encouragements;; politic, juſt, and benevolent- It 
in not: ſufprixing. that, under ſuch regulations, their iſlapd has been 
well 7guardedz; not only againſt invaſions, but inſurrections; both 
which will alvvags be enterpriſed with the beſt hopes of ſuceeſs 
againſt people» who are unprepared, irreſolute, and NG Moen in 
ihe arts of making a vigotous teſiſtance. 

The of+the-Romans in arming their! faves, and which was 
kewiſe ved by ths Spartans and ſome other ſtates, is, we may ob- 
ſerve, in a limited degree, adopted by the Antigua law; and it ſug- 
geſts to us #9 means of preventing the French or Spaniards: from 
making conqueſt" of out iſland-. Whenever an expedition of this 
nature ts to be attempted: againſt us, we may be aſſured, the enemy 
will fo6n' begin-totampex, with our ſlaves, and. endeavour,, by pri- 
vate emiſſaries, or public declaration, to ſeduce them from us to 


"nd n by the moſt plauſible and allucing promiſes of freedom 
| and. 


powered by-numbers; betook'xhemfſelves> to dhe mtuntain. . The 
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enemy, fearing they ſhould never be able tu maſter the ifland un- 
leis they could reduce the blacks, tempted them by fair promiſes 
to lay down their arms aſſuring them they: ſhould dir as well as 
their maſters; and not a- little flattering them with the hopes of 
liberty, or at leaſt a very pleaſant, eaſy ſervitude: . Upon this, great 
part of the- ſlaves ſubmitted and, the French marching ito attack 
the Engliſh in the mountain, the latter beat à parley, and A capi- 
tulation was concluded; by which they were to be priſoners of war, 
but to remain in the iſlandz20n' prochringia like number of French 
Priſoners. to be releaſed, by way of cartel, either in Europe or Ame- 
| [0 in the mean time, they were to be civilly uſed, and their 
houſes and ſugar-works preſerued.·¶ But the enemy violated ſeveral 
articles of the capitulation, contrary to the lam of nations, and 
uſage of arms; treating the people moſt-barbaroufty; and burning 
their houſes and ſugar- Works. By threats and barbabity, they 
forced ſeveral of them to ſigu a ſecond agreement; promiſing the 
enemy, in fix months time, to ſend to Martimido à certain number 
of Negroes, or money in lieu of them. After which, they left 
the iſland, carrying away about four thouſand Negroes, whom they 
made believe were to paſs to the French ſettlements, to live at 
eaſe. But, when they had got them ſafe on board, they ſnhut them 
down in the hold, and talked of carrying them to the Spaniſf 
Weſt · Indies, and ſelling them to the mines; which they intended, 
and really did. One, however, of theſe Negroes found means to 
eſcaße back to the ſhore; and, having informed the remaining 
blacks.how: perfidiouſly the French had treated. their, brethren, they 
took arms, maſſacred all the French in the iſland, and thus) ig om 
revenged their maſters''ſufferings.. | To obviate any machination of 
this ſort, which, if it was to take effect, would not only ſtrengthen 
the enemy's forces, but exceedingly weaken our defence, by the 
ſervices and intelligence to be gained from ſuch a body of, deſexters, 
welt acquainted with the, country and the; ion of their maſters; 
a cettain number of them might be ſet free, and properly armed; 
and an aſſurance given, under ſanction of the public . 35 
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the event of their galant and boneſt behaviour, they ſhould receive 
4 ſurthet reward. The prteſſing | neceſſity! of the occaſion juſtifies 
| the-meaſure;' which; it is morally /probabls;;would'be.the means of 
preventing a dangerous revolt, as well as of preſerving the property 
— ary Caving natural owners; The whole number of fencible 
| vlaves' in our iſſand may be computed at about hfty+five 
thouſand . Of theſe, ten thouſand might be ſelected, of the more 
ſenſible , able, and truſty; oonſiſting principally of tradeſmen, dri- 
vers, and other head men, would other wiſe be moſt likely to 
liſten tothe inſidious terms thrown/out-for bait by an ehemy and 
to inveigle ther partiſans into their ſcheme of 'defeRion. | Theſe, 
being properly armed; might be intermited withithe militia in de- 
tachments, and rendered extremely ſerviceable, more particularly in 
nocturnal ſurprizes, harraſſing ſkirmiſhes, and ambuſcading. Many 
of the other flaves, by way of prevention, might be kept employed, 
either in eultivating proviſion, &c. under a guard, for the ſubſiſtence 
of the army, or as pioneers in breaking up roads, or in felling trees, 
making barrieadoes, and other negeſſary works. The former 
owners of theſe new freemen might be entitled to receive from 
the public, on the re-eſtabliſhment of peace and civil government, 
2 certain valug per hend, for example, 50). : the whole ſum would 
then amount to go, 0 J. eurtency, or 35,714 / 5. 54. ſterling; 
which, I perſuade myſelf to believe, would moſt cheartully be paid 
by Great: Britain, if the inhabitants, after the deſolation of war, 
ſhould ſind themſelves diſenabled to raiſe-it by taxes. 

It appears to me, that the claſs of Negroes I have. ana 
could, with leſs danger and ſubſequent , inconvenience, be freed - 
and armed than any other; + becauſe; at the concluſion. of the war, 
they would eaſily return ta their former. trades and occupations, 
and ſupport themſelves by their ſkill and induſtry, inſtead of grow- 
ing burthenſome to the public; which latter is a conſequence 
might very probably happen, from enfrapchiſing aud arming an equal 
number of field Negroes; for theſe would require lands, devote 
themſelves to a life of eaſe, and ſoon fall into a courſe of ſavage 
A — . — other free- men and the maroons, 


tow thodfind effeQive.. If Then 1. do not err in this opinion, we 
95 | f may 
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muy form, upon any vmergent y ſuch ab I have mentioned, een 
 6f twenty-two thouſand! effective mem; who, properly ſtationed, 

would be enough to hold'this ifland im deſpight of any armament 
Hxely to be ſent aguinſt ĩt bystlio French and Spaniards: The very 
avenue, which leads from Spamſh town to Sixteen mile walk and the 
North fide, is ſo fortiſed by nature witli ſteep preripires and nar- 
row rocky paſſages, that a very fe diſpoſitions bud make it ei- 
ther impaſſable to regular troops, or ſo capable of flankiug and ambu- 
cading any troops attempting a march that way that nut one of ten 


other paſſage into the mountains is Hkewiſe capable of being ob- 
ſtructed; aiid fortified with little trouble or lofs to the attached, 
hut with imminent peril to their aſſailan t 
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"PROM /general' 8bſcrvities' in tegard to the Imperfection of 
our preſent "militia, the ſuperior propriety” of regulations itt other 
colonies, the "expediency" of a "reform" in our ifland, and the 
facility with Which we can ſtrengthen and fecure outſelves againſt 
al attacks foreign and domeſtic; I proceed no to ſpeak more pre- 
ciſely of the means which our to ne 3s moſt proper for rendering 
our militia more perfect in diſeipline, and conſequently bettet 
adapted to anſwer _ bers arent benefits for which they n 
ginally embodied. TO SH 59 0511 1893 een 630417 BASS! 


It is not a red Cm imparts valour to regular ſoldiers; whey 


hive not principles nor paſſions: different from the reſt of mankind. 
Courage is, in general, acquired by habit; it is hardly to be called 
natural, or born with us; for the impulſe of ſelf-preſeryation, 
which is peculiar to our nature, and reaſon which ſeconds that im- 
pulſe, both tend to inſpire us with timidity, and urge us rather to 
flee from dunger, than ſtand ſtill to oppoſe; or advance to meet it. 
Hobbes argues according to this opinion, that no mati is, by any 
* covenant that he ſhall make; obliged to reſiſt another, offering 
«mortal violence, or any bodily miſchief; for that natural neceſſity, 


44 "Irony apprehenſion of a threatened evil, will make” him * 
5 6c He 


thouſayd' could hope to reach the end of it alive MAlmoſt every 
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7 ee 75 And. | IA Rat rel baren, is. not to be 
12 1 0 far 5 to . prejudice. 1 e force.of,, military, diſcipline; as, 

Jigs, nder. iqminent Ganger, hquld,. deſert, his, poſt, on 
98 10 a Wan cannot be, obliged by, any, compact to un- 
5 * dergo 1 2 to; ſuffer, death withopt reluctance is by no 
means, a beyond, human , ſtrength. and fortitude. By the 
ulage. and, practice; of fall Nations, be,;that, enlifis. himſelf in the 
number/of armed. men. docs. by; that..aclay,alide. all claim... to the 
excuſe, of natural fearfulgeſs, and becomes bound, not only. c 
enter, the field, hut alſo not 40 leaye it Without the order of bis 
leader, It is therefore reputed ignominious to ſuffer by the hauds 
of the exegutioner; but highly, honourable to fall by the hand of 
che enemy. By the ſame cuftam, every member of. ſociety is ta- 
ee ity, n and * ae with more 


Hack with — confidence. 
from an pabitugl uſe of thoſe. in · 


even where nature has been, liberal i in the oy of genius, a degree 
of application and practice is requiſite, to conduct them with caſe 
and ſucceſs. It is che ſame in the military trade as in all others. 
Can there be a more. ſtriking difference than appears between the 
raw, aukward ploughman but juſt epliſted,. and the fame man after. 
_ a few months of training and Infection From the drill corporal? 
Where this neceſſary Practice and experience is wanting, there muſt 
ever be a large portion of diffidence; and this will excite fear. 

The idea of ſuperior ſkill in arms poſſeſled by an opponent muſt 
intimidate men from exerting their full ability. When, by a 
ſeries of tuition, our militia bave acquired a competent knowledge 
of the uſe of fire · arms, are adroit i in quick loading, and in all other 
Vor. I. * manceuvres 
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ey W bez eo Enterta 
better opinion n ee Wh Ae; ee n 
take place in their boſviris, and never forfike them 10 lopg 26 care 


is taken to prevent them from relapfing by difuſe into ei forme 
— Mn oF Bold can a . 


ey have t 
be ky D CIR if heme 
fective ny org T molt” Be ef cpfnen, that the" Vhitne - — 
Mon their officers,” br rather nt the i6n of Gut law, 
which Goes wt,” fike the Aftigun uc, bblige the effibery t undet⸗ 
mand tniliraty" duty before they are ſaffered Ser n wo others : 

"if they ate! f  diſdiplitic" and erbrele, . 
ame” chen, nor cot rect thelf "HAAR e de- 
feet 1 RNS — 79 of : e 1761. 
A" ' of militia, h c * "Infurgen 
png they were rde a Wh tne * uf powder and 
ball among the whble” cothpatly.” With anther party Went, with 
a detithiriene of fepclerv, yk the Breaſtwork * 


by the Weltthvrelina Tebete, The — — auth" eka. 
Gon; cht, bete the) göt Reh *. mrs = Ni il 
charge their pfecks ar raudôm! und“ e tk 41 tbeir 


leader was ifeMatifly Foreed t cry but, . För- Gods ke, gen- 


temen, db not möbt one àdnothier“ Theft" eat 1 "thould 
be forty to produce,” Fr 1 did not think they "would" cooperite with 
other arguments to probe the n &f wome nete amd Rage 


regulatzons, which may put our forces Whore" the" rink ef FPanttaff;s 


tatterdettrallions. Men, who are ed tb battle with arms in their 


truly mere food for powder.” erk 10, (CH 104 28 e 
The expediency of a well-regutated Wilttis in Gr Mid is, in 


; ſhort, too obvious to men of fenſe And reflection, ro req ure more 


arguments in recomtmendaticn of it. o fluch men eye 1 2AFrels 
50 on this occafion 3 'thofe whom Providence has bleft with ca- 
pPaacity 


ny," N Wit der ret — 
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hands, which they were nevet üg how to uſe, are Hterally 25 
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— bo eta thei pmprr macdianoC ou commu- - 
niry/ and oughi to lead che reſt of the people into meaſures which 
tend to their happineſs and praſorxation. There is a certain portion 
of every mans time, labour, and property, Which is due to the 
1 +dn&-ought;£o: be no leſs honeſty, and dtegularly paid than 
Rand lawful debt, |, As no man is (impartially ſpeak- 
ing exempted from this. obligation ; ſo it is, conſonant to equity 
and juſtice, that each ſhould: fulfil it. The hard(hip.; of complying 
with it can only ſuhſiſt, when any patticular ſot of men are excuſed 
from this duty, the burthen of which: pught to preſs. equally upon 
all, without! diſtinction. Men become more ot leſs, intereſted in 
public meaſures, comparatively, with their extent of property, or 
degree of affiuenee z And, indeed, the obligation for this! duty to 
their cuntty ſeems natutally to fall more upon them than on the 
lower claſt of people : they have more power to become the ow” 
ments of good; tenſtquently;; more is expected from them. A — 
regulated militia is founded upon the public ſpitit of men oro 
perty and intereſt, whoſe right it is to fill the firſt poſts, and un 
whom only the inferior orders, of People ill ſubmit. to that 2 
ordination and diſcipline neceflary in the inſtitution. As ſoon as 
| nt are proſtituted to unworthy and mean objects; 
chagrin, Ttiſolenice, inattention, diſorder) and every ſpecies of irre- 
gularity hat el "to fert the inſtitution, Will take Place. Men, 
eſpecially fuck who, living it a free country, imbibe 4 ſpitit of li- 
berty, and regard for juſtice, grow uneafy- and impatient under 
ſuch "officers. Nothing therefore is mote” material towards eſta- 
 blihing a well ordered militia in Jamaica, than that our field officers 
and captains ſhould be men of wt account, either for merit, pro- 
perty, ot extenſtve commerce. 1 divide the militia of this ifland 
into two claſſes. The firſt conſiſts of ſuch men as voluntarily - 
enroll themſelves, or (which is the ſame) are enrolled in conſe- 
quence of a law conſented to by thei 1% mec who either 
receive pay in time of public calamity; or, being rich enough to 
ſupport themſelves without having build to the public ſtock, turn 
out, on ſuch occaſion, from that motive of univerſal prevalency, 
ſelf-love 3 their taking up arms at thoſe times, in conjunction with 
their neighbours, bring the only means of proferving: their own 
- if lives 


140 To WY A I TA) 4 
lives and en he ſecond elaſs conſiſts of free blacks pd 
Mulattos; from which body art to be choſen, by lot, every three 


years, a certain number of ſoldiers, who are to be cloathed, armed, 
and paid, by the public, and who, during their term of ſervice, 


are to be upon conſtant duty : theſe. are (to ben ſtationed by com- 
panies, or diviſions, within certain boundaries in the midland or 


inland parts of the country ; their conſtant duty will be, to traverſe 


the moſt remote and unfrequented parts of the iſland in ſearch of 
fugitive ſlaves; to ſuppreſs all cabals or afſemblies of:. Negroes, and 


by this means quaſh in embryo the ſeeds of {edition . and rebellion, 


which in all probability firſt ſprout in thoſe remote and) almoſt in- 
acceſſible lurking places of the iſland; vrhere alſo may be ſecreted 


de opened with the wildeſt, and hitherto almoſt unknown, re- 


nee eee 21 1 1115 2 Noche 4. „ D¹h 37 
© Obſetyations'in regard to the the eftabſiſhm etit of the Wes exits.” 


1, That every. man, between the. age of fifteen and. fixty-five 
years, be entolled in the militia, purſuant to a law; and none to 
be exempted. from | ſerving, upon any account whatſoever, except 
actual diſability; ; no qthet plea, can excuſe a man from, the obliga- 
tion of that duty which he awes to his country. Toni cgy 4 ten 
, That the legiſlature, ſhould. order certain regulations to take 
place, reſpecting the eſtabliſhment of the companies, their cloath- 


be one uniform. dreſs and facing for all the foot; and the like order 
in regard to all the horſe; for, as many hired ſervants are conſtantly 
ſhifting their place of abode, and removing from one. pariſh to 
another, they will by this means properly fall into t the I in 
any company or diviſion throughout the.ifland. . 

3. The regulations ſhould be comprized in a ſmall POR vo- 
lume, and fold at ſuch a price as that every militia-man may be able 


to purchaſe it. 2 1 
4. That 


arms dee Beſides, as the captains cammanding thoſe 
rangers are to ſend weekly reports to the adjutant general at Spaniſſi 
town of evety occurrence, a eommunication of intelligence will 


ceſſes. All which regulations promiſe need, 


F Fer sa aaa 


ing, arms, accoutrements, exerciſe, and duty; to the end that 
uniformity may be preſerved thropghout the whole body of mi- 
litia, Which will be productive of the beſt effects: and that there 


. 


o 
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4. That an intelligent military officer be appointed to the poſt 
of achutaut general; whoſe buſineſs it ſhould be to ſuperintend the 


exerciſe und duty of the whole, and to ſes that the regulations are 
obſer ved and followed agreeable to the intent of the legiſlature. 


that not more than two or three days may be requiſite to inſtruct an 
officer in the whole, ſo as to enable him to train his . 
without farther affiftance.” ene ee APY eee 


FA man may be ſent from eacty company to | Spaniſh town, 60 


be drilled under the eye of) the adſutant- general; or à drill cor- 
poral from the regulars, being inſtructed in the exerciſe, may be 


ſem to ench company of the militia, due proviſion being 2 by 


for his ſubſiſtance while on this duty- Wan ver g. 
6. The duty of the achutant- general is to tranſmit all orders re- 
latint to che militia, and receive monthly returns. * _ corps, 


Ar rden piece fi for , An er © ”" oy ae 
e origins Rog right neee 
Meteor E — ti 6 1 910750 

Strength of their company, 
Left the e — — 1 
Died, 46; ramus hoped IN 8 | * 5 laſt return. 
fog Enrolledh — — 7 OTO 1 
| 0 return of root the ſame ern wilt be tranſmitted, Weekly, 
from the captains who command the embodied militias on duty, 
with all caſualties and occurrences; by which the governor will 
not only be conſtantly informed of the number of effective men 
ready to turn out upon any emergency; but be acquainted with all 
material affairs that aer relative 9 che fervice, in every cor- 
ner of the 10)and. A off * i 
7. That the chrmpanies be drawn out, ence a week, betimes in 
the morning, and exerciſed by their reſpective officers agreeable to 
the regulations propoſed. 
8. That the legiſlature ſhould maks the whole militia ſubject 
to martial law on thoſe days when they are embodied for exerciſe, 
in conſequende of the regulations contained in the act; I mean, 
. for the time that they are under arms, until they are diſ- 


miſſed 


The'exerciſe propoſed for for the militia is to be ſo ſhort and eaſy, 


ſering forth, rage! 10 63 MIS 2 2 e It! 781 Bt $* i104 1 
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miſſed by schie eher — it. tr 
cipline among them. The legiſlsture ute the beſt / judges bow. far ax 
theſe military proviſiont and articles. ſhould extend. Sunday 'morn- pl 
ings, previous to the hour of : diving ſervice; appeur thia miaſt con- ce 
venieut times for the exerciſe+propoſed;;; for it vill aut then iu- # 
terfere with-the"buſineſs! and commerce of the iſland ; Uor need it 
intrude upon the duty of religivus worſhip. The early part of the ty 
morning will be ſufficient for the duty of the feld,. Sumay is a I 
day of liberty and pleaſure: for the Negroes and; on this account pl 
_ allo, it may not be improper wo have our militia under 'attns, to 7 
Jopprets notsand diforders}- 7491 HH rr gt WF 7" Ae re [54 *. 
9. That all militia men, not having ſome lawful impediment w 
to alledge for having abſented thetnſelves on days of er, be m 
fined agreeable to the regulations in che act; the money thus ari- bi 
ling to be paid monthly into the Hands of the recaiver general, and di 
be applied towards deffay ing the expences'of oloathing, arts, At. w 
10. That the legiſlature ſhould Habt, chat no officer e the fr 
rank of lieutenant be diſmifled_ from his paſt, or- commiſſton, ex- 
cept by ſentence of a general caurt-· mattial. This will ſpreſerve of 
amongſt the men of property the firſt poſts ; pon which. depends m 
very much the perpetuating of a well · regulated milit ia. m 
11. There ſhould be a general diſpoſition formed of alis whole af 
militia; that, upon alarms, they might'readily aſſemble! at ſuch poſts fr 
and paſſes as ſhould be judged moſt expedient ; and that the officers m 
and men of every company might know their reſpective places of cl 
rengez vous, and join without confuſion, At theſe ſtations they ne 
would wait for further intelligence, or orders, + The utility-of 
this regulation is obyious, | The commander in chief, knowing the cc 
diſpoſition of every detachment, will be able to direct theit further or 
operations with eaſe, diſpatch, and the happieſt effect. The officers pr 
and men, knowing where they are to meet each other, will ſoon va 
join, and form in readineſs to march on theit particular deſtina- hi 
tion. Or a large body, compoſed of many companies, might be 
quickly aflembled by this means together, to N n com- mi 
bined ſtrength night be neceffar . pri 
12. As, in ſome extenifive pariſhes; the alembling: of ht mi- R 


litia is a day's work, on account of the great diſtance they have to 


7 travel: 
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eder: T Woll Plopoſeg in the caſe, that they (Mould, on the days 4x: 
appointed for weekly exerciſe, -afleavble at four different parades, or 70 
places of \rendezvous, which ſhould'Þ> ordered as, benvenlent and 
central. 3s poſlible ic each beat or fiviſion ; by which een 
che cle would in tei fre be removed) 

13. That every company ſhould. conſiſt of ae ain: ken- 
type Prüwitet, wel- Ofictred. TG will be found un uſeful regu- 
ae i Gurtry” where” find detachmenmts have al ways been em- 
ptoyed Un dere fervite; and found h be trio proper, on account | 
the leſs baggage; proviſion, and other int unbtünces, required; 
asc thee l relieving" chem frequently” together 

with" the if ah tine Aimlutreclions, to have Gdetach- 

815 1—4 * THE Ytafter, 6 fepteſt the atme! of its errlleſt 

Ja different parts, and before” it ger 88 1 Read. Sach 

a to be” attended tc Nee the T 'other' contagion ; 

which, by Gard 2 edking its progrets at GHE Eldred 

from eXteriding 1 bl of Ir ri the hots Maß: 
4 The: officers ould give ppblic teſtimony of their knowledge 
iſt by drawing og vp if d'link, at i head of their regi- 
ol e on review of Held ys, and going through the 
manceuvres in ſig ht of Hel men. Who ſhould not de exereiſed till 
afterwards. Frequent public edeteile 11 not only rub off the ruſt 
from the weapons, but from tlie alſo of both officers and 
men. Our militia, by this Wk ij always have their arms 

clean and in good order, and Ihfen ibly acquire a ſpirit and N 

neſs conducive to their health Abd d ain 


15. Once in the year igh abt be. a 2 a. Shocral tbe” in the "i 
counties or diviſions vf the eg: 4 A ae ſw rd, horſe, ſaddle, 
ic ex ence, and Ken“ as 4 | 


or the like, ſhould be bought at th 
prize to the beſt ſhot. The butt Th 1 
vations, that the ſhooters might | 
high or low. ID 
16, Every officer and ſethennt 9000 be armed in the ſame 
manner as the privates. The ſpontoòn and halbert may he, very 
properly diſuſed in our ifland, as yery All calculated for the ſervice. 
um 2 de diſtinguiſhed 10 K We 4 their: dreſs, alles 
er 


be placed at different ele- 
expert at W the mark, 


--. 
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bettet, than in 1 -aAiconfiderable. addition, would thus 
be made ta the ſbot of ench company: e e e ee wot eee 
17. The arms and dreſs ſubuld ben adapted, hy their, lightpeſe, to 
ſervice in this climate: Sbortebarreledi figerarms are; beſt-luited. to 
engagement in the 3yoods, ad- will tnercders. be found moſt proper 
and ſoryiceable here. 16 ¹L⅛m&e blot ah woo) . a 
18. The adjutant- genere ſ hend, twice in . os 
militia in theis| ſenergl diſtricts, to examine in w| 
carry on the exerciſe and duty, and to make. a true « i 
port thereof 0 the governor, bat mornvoig geg act 
Theſe obſerrations are, what.;ocour to, wer f hege 
the eſtabliſhment of the firſt claſs, of: the. e 
hays often; ſprang, from anus, bop has g LOR 
ſuperior judgewept. of the, legill Pat. 

more poliſhed ſtructure e lat als. | 

light, I mean 10 introduce the f n paly: $74 
pline and dreſs. Aa e ole 155 T8! dered 
tolerahly expert at, „ 2 0 5 27 — 2 nl 1 
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The exerciſe of the cavalry ſhould — the: . 
mentioned, as well as ſome others peculiar to their ſervice on 
horſeback.” It will chiefly oonſiſt in breaking their horſes to ſtand 
fire, kwep rank, rein back, and wheel. The men ſhould learn to 
load their pieces on horſeback, and fire to the right and left 


when in motion, or even on full. ſpeed, eg. _ carbines on 
dn re PIN 51120 acts: 2: 


«s RE 4 Dress ptopoſed for the Wan! 0 $4 % 1 g 
Short, light coats; Ruſſia drab, or other fit linen waiſteoats 


and breeches; white Thanet, or froal! hats, with » black Pupil, 
or cockade; ; half. boots. 


ao bob If #S>;: Tit, 


| For the Cavalry. 
The FR ; with ſome variation, if thought proper, in the 1 


of the ſleeve, pocket, or epaulet q and er 88 innen of . 
with an WN front. 


Arms of the . 3 | 
A fuſte, . four feet eight inches in length, from the TAY to che 
extremity af the butt; a waterlock bayonet, cut and thruſt, of ten 
inches length i in the blade, to ſcrew 1 on the muzzle ; 3 which will 
keep ĩt firmer than the common method. The ball, drei ur 
to the pound weight. 8 
A couteau, or ſabre- word, with half. baſket handle, two fat 
and half long ; 2 fling belt; thirty round of cartridge to each man. 


Arms of the Cavalry. 


A FED carbine of four feet fix inches from muzzle to the end of 
the butt.—Piſtols of the ſame bore. Ball twenty-two to the pound 
Vox. L L weight. 


wa 955 e 10 1 0 8 
weight. A bre ford, baker bin, Samak ther lenge” fr the 
blade; rg tpn i | en hn 10 Den n 8 
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bi Wn: in regard to the ſecond, claſs...) "TRY 
6 . tem ma de ee of each pariſh, of the 
== of free blacks and Mulatwoe teen che age af fifteen. and 
forty-five, ſound and it for dermenss 7 1 ͤ IL, 
2. It is propoſed, that theſa than be t into . 


P nd a bock kept in each pariſh; reſpe@ively.z1 ani ane geheral book 


by the governor's, ſecretary;; in which ſhould be inferted, in proper 
columns, an exat detail, or regiſter; of their names, e. 
ſans, | pegupations,. and places of reden er 

3 That a le % ef five: hundred be ede Gen tha 
| bod by lat, or rotat ion, euety three years, / ee e 6B 
hundred fheceflively till the: whole id Gomes. 

4. That theſe five hundred men be divided into ton companies, 
called rangers, appointed wi h, white afficers and their non- com- 
miſſioned officers he taken -; om amongſt. the; r own Ola 
active A eha ved Krjeanes be es from fr regular 
troops; to ferve as Heutenatits, they would probe a great meabs of 
eſtabliſhing this body on the moſt effeftual footing... © _ 
5. That they ſhould be cloathed ad, and accoutred, uniforraly, 


ſomewhat: according to the regulations proppled. for the militia. = 
6+. That, ech compauy. cond of fifty, men, excluſive of 
commiſſioned officers ;, aud theſe fifty be divided into four. platoons 
or diviſions; ten or twelve men, with an officer, being a ſufficient 
party on the duty in which they will be employed. 


7. That each company be eortrranded by a captain, two lieu- 
tetiaits; ts ferjeants, two Crpbrals, and à drummer and fifer; 


* withia French horn, trumpet, ot Mell, for each di rhon, or platon. 


The uſt of the drum is only for the Goty in their Reele garriſons. 


When a party is detached into the woods, they mult carry with 
them a trumpet, Prench- horn, or fhelf; as no other Inſtrument: could 
be fo eonveniently-taken through fuck : Wee 

8. That the ten companies he ſtationed in ten diſtri udiciouſly | 


chaſen, and appointed by the: legilature, (or by the ggyernor with 


che adyice.gf a.council of War), ſo as, that they may. Bare. a Som- 
municattan one with theotber. 
5 9. That 


/ 
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9. That they ſhould have good habitations, proviſion. ang. 
nde gene pay allotted them by de fable. E Neth ur 2 
to. That their habitations, or barracks, ſhould be built compatt, 
Fee, admit of their being encloſed within a ſtockade fort, in 
form of a ſquare, with baſtions, or other proper figure. This, with 
2 little inſtruction, they vill be abe to compleat themſelves; and 
it will ſecure therm at night from ſu HBeſiddes, it is neceſſary 
that tlieir commanding officer ſhould wn it in his power to lock 
them up at nights, to provent diſorders and irregularity. | ; 
11. That they ſhould be cexerciſtd according to the ion 
propoſed for the militia, and chiefly ſhould be perfeQed' as mark1- 
men, by: beigg taught to fre at various elevations, as well as at 
point Skank diſtmce: from heights and up bill. They ſhouid alſo 
"inſtructed" in the nature! of buſh-fighting, and it the ** 
Mauna! eating and taking care of their amg. 
12. That certain regulations and orders for theft Sonde and 
duty ſhbuld be fettked and printed; copies whereof fhouſd be fur- 
niſhed to the adjutant | general and officers.” © Theſe regvlatibns | 
muſt el pdayttd' entirely Faber which they ate to de * 
moſs | | 
3- That weekly; returns n Gp: to e adjotant "AR 
fab the ſeveral captains commanding” poſts ; etting forth all ca- 
ſualties that have happeried ãn the company or diviſion; and giving 
an exact account of all gccurrences relatiog to the ſervice, ſuch as 
the names of ſlaves whom they have taken up, and the names of 
their proprietors. If they have obſerved any number of runaways 
collected in à body, and if any extraordinary intelligence has been 
received, they muſt re ort it, together with aur 122 oocurrence 
of moment which may happen. 
4. Thar, the more to engage their attention to the ſervice, 
they ſhould be allowed a certain premium for every runaway Ne- 
groe they may take up. | | 
1 perſuaded, that ſuch regulations might take place, in the 
two cluſſes of. militia, as would make regular troops in great mea- 
ſure unneceſſary in this ifland; by which a conſiderable ſaving 
would be gained to the public, and their militia put on a bettet foot- 
ing than any 4 in the Weſt Indies. The inhabitants rely too much 
Ue upon 
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upon TIO of the king's" troops; Garibehy: as to heglect 
the means they have of deftnding themſelves independent of thoſe 
regiments, of which, aceident,”-caprice;. or the exigencies of war, 
may deprive 3 "It would be wiſe therefore to provide 1 
doch / nA MO Roto: | 
I propoſe the being eſtabliſhment forthe rangers: Bail & 
ca © * | . 
i. d 
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1 more ditto, 

| | | I Corporal, 
| 1 more ditto, | 
5 1 Drummer, N 2 

1. Fifer,, | 


1 Private, «Fin 1 5 19 40.0 
43 more dtito, — 838 10 8 
J. + + _ 22 988 e n J. S 25537 * 
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ard Fo een Companies 2 
Add 5 oddly one to every a2 
companies, at'1 36/; 196.68. / 

Wont pr annum, to provide 
their | own | medicines: and 

inſtruments, — — 2 

„ Adjutant, | —_—— 20 0 
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Captains, 10 os | Wy 

Lieutenants, 20 N 
Surgeons, 5 n eee 
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59581 jo 14 Tgnotns &t £1 »” .CLOATHING/:. NN „ eit 5 As oY | 
One half-edit, of ſcarlet rg, elend brown ballad green 5 8 : 
angie hit to em rgunorg og apo but, troop 5 | 

Ove pair of Ruſſia-drab breeches, enen e 

One Ruſſia - drab waiſteoat, Din 

One ſhirt. 85451 * 1: 393 | 03! le. vis 71 11 / goth | d . 

Ons pair of half bots. e 4 "546 OOO er 

Ons pair of ſtrong hoes Ges 0% 2105 23 17 

Oue pair of Olnabuigrtrowſers: | A, et Wale 
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Ni 48 g (+ eee 10 301 
One Thavet! hat, green.dyed #4 ns on white: wort ener, 
and a black feather; or cockade. ded 

nen pair af K e en for corporals ad. Grants at two. 
pair td each. | 

Four hal-ahes to be wotn by hehe. Berri „ 


crit 21) / n eilig 1 Ye - bd 
The expence of the: fiſt nine axticles, com 109 a 
0 nech, Sl Eura ik: fb 2. 
n 5. —— — — 
The ebe of er en. Ir — — 100 oO. 0. 
Al, OO Dn 26 articles, — 110 0. 
| SF + 20-0 Soy. A e 
Pita e mich Mug Han 1 37d; te, e. 
1. 2 Irren 
101 I. 105. ſterling; at 40 fer cent. exchange; is, COS 
Jae ene e 
Vs 26.3 £1 | W 12 17.9 L102: A TALE + 14k \ 0% 
thay 607 A TIODS ee RAVING. £ (HL 99 Rt: *r 10: 7 
7 8 Ni! e! Nan einn "1 | 
For ten. companies, — — 4... 


Charges of package, entry, fees, Mipping, freight, 
inſnrance, commiſſion, and carriage to quar- 
ters ; eſtimated all together at 15% per cent. on | 
_ the prime. coſt; D W N 1 


: * 1 N 8 ' # 4 
U ” * 6 
- * * N — — % 4 . 4 
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Total of one year's ag! — — — 1,634 2 6 
Total of one year's ſubſiſtance, — — 14,168 15 © 
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Excluſive of arms and accoutrements unſpecified, — 15,802.17 6 
| | To a 
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To dhe an ſcheme i foreſee ny be reaſonably Siieddel. 


«he hardſhip of ifarcomg-ofrecamenanto, this fervice;- Many of the 
free blacks and Mulattos are proprietors of land; and others fol- 


lo ſome trade or calling by hirir hey ate table. tn gain much 
more for the maintenance of their fummliesethlam äs here allotted for 


their pay. I confeſs, it 1s a meaſure to be now taken up with de. 


liberation, and a due regard to the principles uf libertyiand equity, 
as well as the policy and convenience of the cduntry: It may ſcem, 


therefore, a more equitable mode, to raite this corps by fai enliſt- 


f free blacks, Mulatros, dand linliantg tiot beſt than fiſteen hundred 


ing of volunteers, rather than compulſion. There are 


fencibles. It is probable, that of thibmοννer it night not be difficult 
to raiſe five hundied volunteers tienmially, who: havencicher à vo- 
cation nor family to diſſuade them ſrom entering; aud who miglit 


be further tempted by he enodtragerens fierenfter- mentioned; 


and, being once engaged, it is more likely they would (if humane- 
ly uſed) .incline co Gontimbe On, chan qui u way of life ict will 
give them a prowifom unattended wich uch labdtir. If, opbn con- 
Nderation, "Its mode ſhould be preferred, they may be enliſted (as 
in England) in preſence of à magiſtrate, nd may grant a certi- 


fcate of the contract to the enliſting vr recruiting officer, t to be 


Tepiftered inthe ſecretary*s office. A variety of regulations may be 
fund *expedient; but I thall only hint A "ew, which occur to me 
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xD bo Fn officer of each company reipedively to reogive 
the pay of his reſpective company ance a month, on his giving in 
A Honttty return of effectives and non effectives; and making oath 
to the truth of the return before the governor, or magaſttare by him 
appointed for that pur poſe, who ſhould certify the awe,” and give 
order on;the receiver general for payment confarmable the eto; the 
receiver general preferving ſuch return and order filed, as. Ulis You- 
cher, to be laid before the houſe of aſſembly at their meeting. 
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te of it ſince "ths 9475 return; 3 viz. 
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F 85 25 f 81. 
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Governor's Order un tie Drum. — ö 
general. N Fifer, — 
I if | zt 38:1 | privates, — AR 
nnn Ai Dingo / 
* — r enen 


* 50 5 | * 1 1 WW 185 p e 
id Oy. 3; 1 e the laſt 
Total cee ” return, 


- 4 A 


* ' N T7 _—_ 
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paid once à year to the” reſpective captains; but it is not certain 


whether they would like this method lo well as the military cuſtom: 


of making ſtoppagets out of the mens pay for this purpoſe. As, 


however, it may be better for the public, on many accounts, that 
the annual ſum for cloathing ſhould be liquidated, and no ſtoppages 


allowed; if may be peceflary to ſtate che mode propofed more ex- 
Plicitiy, ig qrder to ſhie w it. not leſs adyantageous to the officer, and 
to convince him that hne can ſu a0 probable loſs by undertaking. 
it in this manner. ne uſual Toppages in the army for cloathing, 
amount to about 4 45: 344. currencꝝ, average per man per an- 
nom. Tf we ſuppoſe tlie one half of tliia to be actually expended for 
the purpoſe” Tbeleye there 2 ate many who will think it ſufficient; 
for it is generally ſaid, that the eloathing is a very great Perquiſite 


to the colohel. Taking then one half for the expenditure; this is, 


n . 78. 4. for que company of the * whereas 
the 


R wight be ed adviſeable; that thie cloathing-money mould be 
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the allowance before ſtated m it i 1424. 4. Without taking 
into account the-.1.5/. per. cent, 9880 bor charges., The Ane 
1 or 2 —.— N 
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5 {Is} 
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IMA 1 5 1421. 
5 17. K 4 
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Higher charge of the. al 
which is all in their ofhicet” 


favour, beſides 2131. 25.. 6%. allowed 
for charges thereon; or, in the whole, 830/. 95. 7d. advantage [z]. 
The intention, however, is not more to prevent any loſs to 
the officer, | than 60 provide amply; for the men's; ſufficient regular 
cloathing, and gyard. againſt apy defalcations of their” Pr. which 
ought not to. be left to the officer's plealure. © at by Sy 
. | The pay ſhould commence from the time on which the companie: 
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„ehe 2d, TT 
No Apps to be 0 for 3 An other Acheter 


- ew. 4,449 2 ' oo ye 


- fines, or ſhort payments, to be duly accounted for on oath, by the 
_ commanding! officer of Sach company, to the governor, to be 5 
him laid before the houſe, of aflembly-artheir. annual meeting. 


[+] Fox the better forming To Fe Kat the allowance pioper to! be made for any N 
I here ſybjoin a ſcheme of the army pay, and ſtoppages, aN preſent eee * 
re reo, eee en the currency of this iſland. fred | 
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According to the beſt informatian/I can 3 cloathing, at! an average, (does not coſt I 
above 11. ſterling per head, including ſergeants, corporals, and drums; and, if the is at 
diſtant quarters, füch as Minorca, America, or the Weſt Indies, the colonel nevertheleſs bears the 
whole 9 keight, inſurance, and all other charges of ſending out the cloathing/ © 
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kbreveeneguieu fe bor the non. cbmmiftoned Omer, and 
TE Areal Dre 4 T1 "I Privates. 1 | 
t 


The wives and children 'of pe OT TT Oe 27; and pri- 
vates to be entitled to the fame additional country ſubſiſtence-mo- | 


ney as is now given to his majeſty s troops in the land; Tro ed 


ſuch wives and children are free perſons. S917 % baldornad 


Every owner or overſeer of {laves to Jbliver i in, at ths! quarterly 
meetings of the juſtices and yeltry-in'each pariſh' or /precin&, a liſt 
of all ſach belonging to ham, or to the eftate under his charge, as 
are run away; with a deſcription of ſex, age, and marks, and time 
of elopemetit; and ſuch other particulars as may lead to a diſco- 
very of them. A detail may be tegulatly tranſtnitted by the ſe- 
veral clerks of the veſtry to the officer of rangers e in 
or neareſt to the reſpective diſtrict, or to the adjurant. Mi 

For every runaway ſlave taken up by the rangers, and conduted 
to their owner or, overſeer, or to the county or parochial. aol; ; 
the party or detachment, ſo taking and conducting, to receive 
from the, owner, . overſeer, o or gaol- -Keeper, at the rate of 31. per 
bead, if t not exceeding two; and for each above that neal 107. 
per head for every ſuch runaway, befides . fix-pence per mile for 
mile money, by computation, . reckoning, from the place where ſuch 
runaways have been apprehende: 

Such money to be received by. the commiſſi toned or -non-com- 
miſſioned afficer ; commanding the party or detachment, and be by 
him paid over to the captain or commanding officer of the com- 
pany ; who ſhould cauſe the ſame to be equally diftributed among 
the non-commithioned 3 and Privates, who compoſed the party or 
detachment. ah — 

No ſuch rungways to be detained! abohe twenty-four hours. in 
euſtody of the rangers or their officers; ſickneſs, incapacity to 
travel, or reaſonable delay, ſpent in conducting them, . ex- 
cepted. ö 

The 18 PP" IT and privates to be exempted from 
payment of all public or parochial taxes during e term of ſer- 
VICE, quit rent . We e ed W er | 

var. l. ee e de ace e "Upon 


„„ K 0 4 
St Vpan- being & af, the. expjragign cen enen to 


receive a bounty of 1. 35. 94. each 2 and have leave to 
carry with them their cloathing, | but got accoutrements.nor arms. 


ens ee 9 
e 1h ont, 
K be tried ſor ſmall offences' by a regimental court martial, 

r e of three commiſſionad officers at the leaſt, and puniſhed ac- 

cording to rules and artieles af : war, but not IO: ta life or 

Roads ot exorbitant; corporalunficiionse. {5 15 bil lo angle 

A general court martialito beheld quarry... or aceaſionally,. at 

the: head quarters,: the: captain commandant being preſident, for 

trying all quch other offences oß a higher nature, committed b non - 
commiſſiqned andiprixates, as arę properly cognizable betareia general 
| cquitrmartialz- whoſe ſentence: thall not be Pat) in execution; without 
warrant-from | the: gqueragr or; commander. in, chief of the. iflauds;, 

not puniſhimeny by: death : inflited-in; an caſe, except for G 

ardieg, ar actual ds ſertion to, or . e ee Ys 

91590301.) on 28 65 ol ien 585 55 20 Vr. 8 0 

| "For 4 ft noi on, "fake, and walntaiglng 21 order, dne ſenior 

3 16 be captain comimandant, and take eee before the 
5 er captains; „Whg; When the whole re iment is allembled i in the 
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or at Dr. courts. mart! , ſhould, t: take rank alſd according 


to ſeniority, We 492 Ic 5 WAs ET * 
15 15 tain comma cane might likewils be entities'F6 Hold and 


exerciſe t « bib oe” A hytant-geheral to.the c; which appoint-. 


Dept 5 led a to hs other, will increaſe his a annual, pay te 4] 3 I Fe 
7d ake a a proyifon very ſuitable to his rank. _ LL 2 

150 head quarters to be eſtabliſhed by the: overt, "and the 
captain commandant to e chere. N 


The officers not. ta emplo their. men in forming, „or working 
8 Sil grounds, ſugar, 1 View? gitger,. 
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e es e goods, Ek beat of being 


RSA the- {45 upon conviction. . 8 
o be. tried. b 6 general court, martial; for thele Aid other 
breaches of mil d , embezzlenientiof theit men's pays. or 
rg war- money; and all ſuch offences as do not! appertain to the 
juriſdiction of the civil powers. Such. court. to be . of 
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officers my 0 rank in the militia of the illand, commiſſionated 
by the goyernor for ſuch purpoſe, and be puniſhed by diſmiſſion 
from the ſervice, or actordiug td the ſruſes and articles of war to be 
eſtabliſhed for them by law; the proceedings and ſentence being 
| duly laid before the goveinor, for his affirmance or diſaffirmance. 
Tue married officers to be allowed the ſame additional ſubſiſtence 
for their wives and children (being actually reſident in the ifſand), 
as is now given to his majeſty's regular troops ſtationed there. 7 
© No offiter's pay o ſubſiſtenet pans on er than whilſt 
Wie nes nis theifand../ 5 13G 
No nomeffe@ivies thi be allowed, upon any pretext, excxeſing, the 
rate of oh to very fift men Fy Som TY Lone 

By a wiſs diſpoſition of: dur taxes, , leſſening all ſuch - as * 10 
diſcourage trade and ſettlements, augmenting oft ers which may 
have # contrary: tandeney : we might ſoon, be po efted, of a ag 
pluſage in our fonds, ſufficient to carry, into execution this and ſe- 
9 other plans; adapted to the ſecurity ang, ache the Hauch 
Jamabes poſſeſſes many advantages, Which 4 ve it lupetiority over 


ſmaller colonies; yet theſe advantages will be in a great meafufe 
counterpoiſed,” whenever it ſhall. be unprovided with a defence pro- 


pottionedto its extent. We have, I think, about twenty-ſix bar- 
racks in different parts of the country, excluſive of ſeveral others 
eredted duvingiCudjoe's rebellion, and long fince deſerted, The 
barracks How in repair are capable of reveiving, upwards of twenty- 
five hundred men, excluſive of officers; and to. garriſon them , we 
have, t moſt, not more than nine hundred _ regulars. The bar- 
racks; ſituute far inland, readily offer themſelyes as very proper to 
contain detachments of the rangers; as their ſervice will chiefly 
engage them in thoſe parts. I ſhall hereafter take occaſion to add 
ſome” further remarks and propoß tions upon this head, in treating 
on ſubjes which ſeem to have connexion with it. Perhaps, what 
1 have already diſcourſed, in regard to the militia, may be deemed 
too much; though, for my own part, 1 do not wiſh to have faid 
leſs, if any thing 1 have mentioned may but gain the attention of 
thoſe gentlemen whoſe intereſt and duty ſhould incline them to 
enfotce'a plan which ore agen ny ; and honour, for 
ity immedinte objects. 
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3 wHEN F had confldereddtwo branehies'of- the Legiſlature as: 
they are here. eſtabliſhed, I found them in general as perfect: 
as the nature of things could at preſemt well allow though ca- 


= of being rendered yet more ſo, if publie virtue-ſhould:be, even 


cultivated and improved i in the mother ſtate and in an. 
as to produce a mutual nene a is ban gb 

In reſpect to the third branch; or council, L have boen led more 
on of their office; authority, and uſe, in 


particularly to an-inveltigatic 
this little ſyſtem | of ours, upon reading al certain governor! Jetters 


to the board of trade; wherein he ucquaints their lordchipd., (t. chat 


Ki he could, fihd no foundatioti; for confidering-thewr legiſlative, capa · 


* city as diſtinct from the ſtate they are in as:privy=counſllors, or 
Cl a council {worn to perform their'duty to him as good and faithful 
5 counſellors ; ; that the admitting ſuch a diſtinction of different. ca- 

« pacities in the cuneif might be thought even to free them from 
« all oblig ations of the bath they take as. counſellors > becauſe their 
« duty to the People as legiſlators might ſeem to oblige then very 
« frec quently to ſupport” opinions repugnant to a governor's ſchemes 
« and | inflrofons, and very different from what might be expected 
4 from. a {worn privy-coinfellor,”'or- governor's; man:; and that, a 

+ far as le could Judge from his commiſſion and inſtructions, they 
05 were only a_councit to adviſe,” &. Hier Theſe are part of: bis general 
obſervations concerning them ; and>they: ought- to be relied on, be- 
cauſe he is ' Enown! to be a gentleman of very great. ability, and to 
have looked very natrowly through the journals of the council, 
from beginning to end: and this was his private opinion, commu- 
nicated officially to the miniſters, without any expectation that it 
would be made public. Upon meeting with this account, ſo dero- 
story from the ſuppoſed ane, rights, . duties, of 1 
e cou ; 
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couneil board, concerning which 1 had heard many high- flown re. 
_ ſolutions; it appeared to me ſurptiſing, that a governor (of all per- 
bons) oulck have taken ſo much pains to-“ deny the validity of 
their pretenſſons, and ſtrip them of all the trappings which 
ey had long worn with ſo much confidence.” At firſt I. doubted. 
* But; on a nearer ſcrutiny, Ibetame convinced, that he had ſettled . 
Bis judgement upon ſute grounds, and drawn his concluſions from. 
contained in their o-] nDn boeks of written minutes; tracing 
facts down from the very firſt, eee 
them out of their own mouts. 

It ſeemed: a little ſingular that a ee 000 chus deb to» 
Tefſeri the powers of chat body which (Whether uſurped or not) 
might ſeem to lay ſo much ati his diſpoſal: for, let the uſurpation 
be carried to evet ſo great lengths in their ordinary proceedings, 
there ſtill remained in his hands that irreſiſtible curb, the power 
4 of ſuſpending them at his pleaſure; which he could at any time 
apply to check them effectually. if their principles ſhould incline - 
them to be'troubleſome, 'andito-thwart his-adminiſtration? But his 
letters in ſome degree explain this. He appears to have thoughtit 
the particular duty, and only proper uſe; of the council, that they 
ſnould ever be the ſworn creatures of the crown, and fifm auxi- 
Haries to the governotʒ ſo as that, by adding their weight to his, 
theſe two branches might always prove ani over-<mateh' for the third, 
or houſe of aſſembly: This houſe had come to ſome undutiful re- 
ſolutions (as he was pleaſed to tertn-them}:reſpecting a report of the 
Board of trade to the king on ſome of their bills ſent home; in 
which report · the houſe conceived themſelves illiberally. N 
The couneil, fogetting their dependenee, coneurred with the houſe 
in the ſame undutiful ſentiments; and thus, by joining with the aſ- 
ſembly, formed a kind of league againſt that miniſtry, the rectitude 
of wWhoſe cenſures the governor probably thought himſelf bound to 
aſſert / Hence, in his epiſtle to their lordſhips,. he laments, * that 
be had not+ even the coe with him upon that occaſion.“ He 
ſeemed to regard them merely as his ſervants, bound by oath): 48 
well as duty, to aſſociate with him on every point of conteſt which 
he might have with the aſſembly. So glaring a revolt as they had 
n alarmed him; and it is not to be wondered, that, after 
ſiting, 
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1 ad finding bat, rom the earlieſt times, 
they had been ſubordinate and; devoted to che ,command of gover- 
note, lie thought it neceſſary, that' 4, he ſhould bring them-back” to 
= ſenſe; of their dependent ſtate. Moſt probably, his intention 
An theſe letters, ſu far. as relates to the couneil, Was te obi 4 ſet 
of inſtructions from the ſuperior power, fdr laying theſe truant 
gentleman under ſtricter regulations, and zimimidsting them from 
ſuch oppoſition in time to come. However that might be, the idea 
hei had gien of iheir conſtitution and uſe excited many others to 
inquire more minutehy into tn em 
Ia kegard to the following rematks, I am not conſciqus of miſ- 
rapreſentation. I hope I ſhall make appear, to every. diſpaſſionate 
| welh-wikher of the independence of our, afſemblies, how, neceflary 
it is, that «this body, freely elected by the people, ſhould conſider 
themſelves, and be confidered, as the trug guarantees of the conſti- 
tutional rights of the people. Should they ſuffer the cguneil to ex- 
erciſe certain powers, Which are utteriy igcompatible with a de- 
pendent condition, under all the implicit obedience and devotion 
exacted from that board, and for which. alone ſome governors have 
ſeetned to think them firſt conſtituted.; they cannot hut be ſenſble, 
on refleftion, that the exerciſe of ſuch powers, by men acting under 
ſuch reſtraint, is, and muſt be, extremely i injurious. to thoſe rights. 
It is abſurd for men to talk of their holding large ſtakes in this 
4. community, and therefore that they never can be ſo much their 
„ own enemies as to impair the public freedom.” That ſome 
ſhould argue in this ſtrain, who have already made a relignation of 
their will to a governor's power and pleaſure, and haye voluntarily 
proſtratad themſelves at his feet, from vanity, ambition, or other 
motivrs, is truly ridiculous. As well might a. Britiſh ſabject, who 
has turned Mahometan at Conſtantinople, ſworn on the Alcoran, and 
accepted à poſt from the ſultan, pretend, that he has neither apoſta- 
tized from his former religion, nor made a ſacrifice of his former 
freedom. That men; ſhould, in many things, act repugnantly to 
their own intereſt, or that of their family and friends, is not in the 
leaſt extraordinary: every day affords examples of it. That pride, 
vanity, and headſtrong paſſions, ſhould urge men to che commiſſion 
of ſervile and diſhonourable actions, is equally common and noto- 


Tious. 
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Abus. Wut creiture, in ſhort; is more variable and inconſiſtent | 
than tan!“ His prefent- reſolutions, taken up in one minute, are 
broken in the very next; and he is never leſs: to be truſted, than. 
when be appears cok determined: ſo little controul, in general. 
1 reaſbn over the violent and confficting affections of the mind, 
the forde of prejudice; and the feductions of pomp, grandenr; and 
honouts. We have but toe much ground for ſuſpecting the perni-- 
cibus effccts of thut over-rbling inſtuetce, beneath which the, 
council” have repoſed themſelves heretofore with ſod mech paſſive 
compliance. The paſt experience of many years ſhould inſtruct 
us to What a cloſe connexion it may draw them with the ſupreme 
executive power; and how futile the expectation, that they can 
over be brought into a ſincere and faithful conjunction with the 
houſe of repreſentatives, in ſupporting any meaſures diſagreeable 
to A governor, howeyer juſt and necefliry, while the terror of ſuſ- 
penſion: hangs; like a drawn ſeymetar, inceffantly over their heads. 
For theſe reaſons, and as long as they remain in this ſtate of vaſe 
ſalage; it a be p ;radent for the aſſembly to r egatd them, and the 
commander el as making one Wen pee the ſtrict bonds 
of union. Befbre Fexamite into their origin, T ſhalt deſcribe the 
conſtitution of the” privy-couticit in Great-Britain ;: as the differ- 
once. bet and the mutilated Iinblante we: have of 
them in our colohy, will” be rendered more feriking by the com- 
pariſon. TIO Dy Attitiac= . 
They are ſty led the privatum e, or privy agar" for: 
matters of-ſtate.. Sometimes, for dĩſtinc ion's ſake, they are called, 
The Council.” Fhey are an aſſernbly of the king, and ſuch petſons 
35 he wills to be of lis privy- council, in the kiug's court or palace. 
The king's! fic: v9ls is the ſble conſtituent of a thvy-colnſeHor, and 
regulates the number of the board. Fhey ARE by the king's: 
nomination," without patent or grant! and, on Wat the oaths, 
they beeome privy counfellars* during the life of the king, who 
chooſes them, unleſs they are intermediately removed; for they 
ae ſubject to removal at the king's pleaſure; and he may, when- 
ever he thinks proper, diſmiſs:any particular member; or the whole 
board, and appoint another. Any natural- born ſubject of England 
is capable of being a member of this council! In commitments. 
they. 
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they are ſaid to have the ſame, power as à common juſtiee of the 
peace. Their names were generally inſerted in ſome or other of 
the grand commiſſions of peace for.counties or-ſhires; and it is pro- 
bable, that it was upon this authority alone they have ever legally 
exerciſed the power of committing:perſons to gaol for preſumed 
crimes agaiuſt the Nate: but this power is, now reſtrained, within 
due bounds. By what means the council of Jamaica acquired their 
threefold capacity of priuy, juridical, and eee, be 
wens of invetigation: nn e ed Hb. 
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THE. dend of Jamaica being, originally, conguerel from the 
Spaniards, ſettled by natural-born ſuhjects of -England,, and at the 
national enpence { yl. there can be no pretence to queſtion, their 
title to the benefit of all the laws. of England then exiſting, and 
the rights. of Englihmen. Theſe were their true, A and 
undoubted inheritance, at the time of the conqueſt. 4 know that 
ſome antient reporters of law-caſes haye laid i it down for found, doc- 

eine, © that the Weſt-Indian, iſlands, | being origipally, gotten . by 


.66 conqueſt, 2 or by ſome planting themſelyes. there, the king 


% may govern them as he will.” Nothing can more expoſe the 


abſurdity, of ſuch, an opinion, literally underſtood, than the. poſi- 
tion into which it is reſolvable, and which amounts in effect t to 
this, viz. if any Eugliſh . ſhall, conquer, or any Engtich ad 
venturers poſſes themſelves, of 
thereby extend the empire, and, add to the trade and Opulenge of 
England the Engliſhmen, ſo poſſeſſing and planting. ſuch terri- 


tory, ought, in conſideration of the great ſervice thereby gfieQed to 


their nation, immediately to be treated as aliens, forleit all the 
rights of Engl ſubjects, and * leſt to the, mercy, of an abſolute 
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iD The charge to rtf Wakes bake. forces maintained 


| here, according to an account rendered before. the houſe of colnmons, een en 11 1 


March, 1659, amounted to - — — — —— . 
* Charles II. about 54000 = 
3 | 4 


iN, iſland in the Weſtdodies, and 
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aud) archiv fon of. government; far ſack. isa, government 
foundefiand dependant upon the Gvereigv 's will- Tbis is no un- 
fair confiry@ion'of che mR K hase cited 5 yet it has received 
countenane from ſome other Lam eee that 

The | : dk. ire poſſeſſed vi rejgners, 
—— — ed li ahnt murdering them in cool 
blood)y , isbs 8nd paper i inch pecple, and may impoſe 
„on them wist law/he pee Hb The, bos inform us, that 
this, ſzwage gocdting 3 determination of the lords 
of the pri e they moſt probably 
e chess c ach inſtitutes were framed for, 
C ² Q Whereyer their lotdliips found 
it, their deter nns n thut any other conſtitutional, point is 
at wein che ie nf the land), and ought, not therefore. to 
have aduiitrarice; amongſt thoſe. collections of ſage autbotities which 
are fo. fon che rule of jndgement/in_gur Boglih courts of law. 
Bur, appel che maxim applies to the conquereds: 3 e den- 
qwerorst en even in as Tenſe,” it wilt; got ingblve. Jamaica, 
The Engi, who made dhe ſeizure or conqueſt of it, wete pot 
looke adyeriturers 3 but che forces of the ſtate, employed and de- 
tached by it on purpoſe. to conquer. The Spaniſh inhabitants did 
vot ſubm it ta the q iſeretion of the Engliſh army; but refuſed the 
terms offeped to them aud wers by dint of arms driven forcibly 
away from the iſland,” Vet, if they had accepted the conditions 
propoſed, they, would not have found theinſelyes reduced to ſlayery; 
for, by the fh article of the capitulatieh, it was declared, by the 
Engli generals; «Phat all urtifcurs and meanet ſort of inhabitants, 
„who ſhall defire. to remain; on, thie iſland, ſhall enjoy their freedom 
and goods: (excepting Nes); they ſabmitrimg and conforming 
te iche laws zuck government of the Engliſh, nation.“ The con- 
querors could not have made this aſſurauce, had they not been at 
that time in che abſolute. poſſeſſion mſelxes of thoſe laws and 
that government. Thete are ſome Law Reports, indeed, which 
admit this inhecept right in the Eng ſubject. Af there. be a 
«new and uninhabited country. found. out by Engliſh ſubjects; as 
the dr * -right of every ſuch fubje&.; ſo, wherever 
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they go, they city their Jaiveith"then'7 nch therefore, fach 
«i 92 55 country is e be governed by the Ius r Kean. 
But acts of parhament, made ia Englund after foch country is in- 
„ Habited by Euglich; and Hietr name fit the forkign Plantations, 


Will nor bindPthen [ale This open Aon Principle; 
for its defect Hut ftr 4 nation Ake Eugtand; fuppDrrSd — 
merct ad plättatictis, t5 Iro Rr A tonjuer and plant, 


ar ebe Dazarch ef Efe, i diftatit che; under d Tolertin" #Mutance 
of disfranchiſenientian®'flave T6r thewirewdrd,” is frely a mon 
prepoſterous Kind of encourgementrz it ib 3, Prefnbittont not an 

itwitstzon, to coleze, Mr teder t clöimans would" Have in- 
ſtructed ker Aöräddips of the privy Wet car, ROY # nation 
« takes pofleſion' of a Lutter ater} and fektles a clony there, 
« that comntey," though Teparatet from 'the'principa Petabliſhment, 
or mother country, naturally bee omes a Part of the! ſtate equally 
1 With its original poſſeffi ee lt is the fame in effect \Wherher 
4 boch of 'Bnglithinen! ſeize "rd „ Golitrp! at their 
"Own free adventure,” or are cthployed bj y the" nation to do J0T as: - 
a part of the larger ſbeiety, Tthey ke che a0 gui tion,” 0 for 
themſelves alone, pe for the Betiefit bf the Whole bclety to which 
they belong. If the conqvelt 9 of tertitory is made! at the tine 
expence, the nation in general becomes ſtill mote" Mtongly | in- 
tereſted i in 't; "for the ep ence of rhe conqueſt has been defrayed by 
Taxes or Pechbiar) aids' btb by 118 people. It is, therefore, 
abnefed to che ſovetelguty, 8 Uh additionat member to 
the ancient AR of the realm. If the Eng nim "conquerors 
eſtabliſh themſelves us Planters of the foil, their r. 45 are wnaſie> 
nable, whifft they continue in Obedience to the 1 a they 
cannot be ſubjected ko 14s repugnant to thole of England," arid are 
no more liable to be governed by'the meer will of the King than if 
they had remained in ee They may not enact laws or ordi- 
nances injurious to the national bak. and' the parliament of Eng- 
Jand is reciprocally bound to impoſe nothing on the coloniſts in vio- 
lation of thoſe rights, libertes; privileges,” and immutities, which 
they inherit in common with tlieir fellow-ſuBjedts' reſiding in the 
mother country. Theſe F think are poſitions Which bur coifſtitution 
implies, and which no Engliſhman will controvert. 


La] 2 P. Will, 75, 2. Salk, 41 [5] Vattel, 
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AER e ifland; bad bee fobfluediby, the N anden 
employed by the)commonrethbudfEoglende: _ the; Spaniards, 447. 
tecly driven Qutisi [Cromwell the! ſuprotae: vingiltrate, had it ſeri- 
oully. in his thoughts, 40 releaſe, che: ſettlers from: lowmarial, and 
give them paſleſiion/ of :that ii erco, pfigoyerpment [c] to which. 
they ere entitlect But, ag: the Spaniards :; n to 
re · paſſeſ thailand, by which; moans: great part of the ſettlers were 
kept almeſticorftantly, under erm, And, a faction. allo. prevailed, oc- 
calioned hy;ſeqctaliof: the: leading mens hg, gicher from a ſpirit of 
_ difaffeftiahtawands Ceempiell, or za paſſionate! deſire. of returning to 
Europes Obſtezcted 45 much: ge in them lay the defiga, of planting; 
litle 05 ng pregsels mes made during. Olixer's life towards 4 civil 
eſtabliſhment. It: was, a6ſerycd, for iGharles. Ile, to, effeQuate. this., 
In ſettling * BAK. givil e by 7 LA 8 ne- 
ver jnterfered.z. but left. to: the et een juſtice, by 
his eue abcr, to bring the Engliſh laws into exerciſe 
aegg, thein 'follow-lybje&s, 72 by, ertckiog judicatories,”. ap- 
pointing, œompetent officers for the bene. of public juſtice, 
and Simon ing a legiſlature agreeable, to the laws. and cuſtoms, of 
England. ofAsthe,gieumſtances Of, the. infant, colony  eequired that 
p<culiarn laws, gde ted to them, ſhould. be framed, 155 che benefit 
and ſecurity of, the kertlert, and, har ache proviſion, ſhould, alſo be 
made, byythole feitlers, Koa) BOY tot ge ro act defraylpg,. the 
Public, pe Ev BD BET prting ahe, governgent of. t the” 
iſland, in order to relieve the mother ſtate in that c arge; they were 
ſarnmoned: Sythe King's writs. Wale teptefentatively,” and exe- 
cute their inherept, rights. of le gilt i "In the, exerciſe" whereof 


they could not. OB be denied (and were therefore 
allowed) the fall“ adop tion of all "hd jariſdidtions; powers, autho- 


rities, and. privileges. which the coinmppe of England were, by t the 
Englich daws aud: conſtitution, enfeoffed in; or (at leaſt).of Ab 


and tuch portion of them, as they found neceſſary and convenient 


bs 
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| model, with, the. like degree of exactneſa 


to dhe fertig. In e cauetry em all tic; nhabitan Nwere 


With his new commiſſiop, he received intrectivns; ro diſban 


F 


to be exerciſod, in their ſhare of en bin * of the 
Engliſh dominions, as yet im its minority. But, in great point 
of —— it was cxtremoly.. difficult to follow the Bngliſn 
which had been found ſo 


with reſpect to . | 


the . | 
po ——— ia Englaad . Net W een n in- 


termediate branch, 'compoled. of nien-ennubledo by dri titles, dig- 
nified by the eonftitution; riſing by liceadicny: rack ſuperior to the 
common peoples! 2nd edntimaing «gular 'gradatiun froamthett up 


oommons, it Was impoſſible ro Md: lic! 
and cf <onrſe out: einen ve bas defective am -ite-zolerblance 
to the parliament of Englatd, sch con fiſte· of three oſtates. In 1660, . 
D*Oyley „he, by the deceale of: goneral Bray ne, became gant of: 
the iſland; and To” continued tn Ser: Crothwelfs: deatls 
RR Te: +ppointedgovern]e Sb ander uebi f ahe and: 


and ſummon by tit 2.council of twelvemen, of whoth the Sentry 
ile iſland for the time being was de be 086; and nel felt ts-be indiffe-- 
retitly elected by, che inhabitants, ig the nature of ' repreſentatives [4]. 
Will heir adviee.and Content, ie wins Empowered te relate. the 
forms of Civil göVerument; and teren a according to ſuch eu- 
ſtoms and -vſlages as were exetciſed in ce other Engliſh colonies;/and! 
not repugnant to the- Jaws of: England,” We:obferye here, Ihen, a le- 
His perfect as the citcumftances f a colony. adrniteed or fe- 
el, .called-cograber by. a lawful wit, aud founding the. ſiibor-- 
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dinate par of the eteil Arufture by their free and vhinflechced 


„ "agreeable to the ſpitit of the Engliſn conſtitution. 
== with"this little ſenate; formed a ſort of commune conitium! 
of governor and commons; and they enacted ſeyeral Jaws, - whoſe 
dutstzon was only for tero years. Whether the-ſecretary ated, on 
this occaſion” only as elerkꝭ to regiſter their proceedings or had 
+/v6ice des not how appear; It is certain he was do repteſentative, 
+ be ſar among chem per mandarum cigis, and not by Free election. 
am,; therefore; inclined to think he Was only the clerk; us, in 


ſome of che colotiies,'the crown at this day Claims and exerciſes 
4 


to nhominate and appoint ſuch arr officer to their a- 
temblies : Thus was therlegiſlative conftitution of Jamaica frutned, 
without inefading in it any thing like” a third branch; nor was it 
dee madd at Wl expedient; beedule the governor and the body of re- 
preſentati ves were not only a legiſlarure formed conſiſteutiy with 
the priteiples of the Englim conftitution, bit they were fully able 
to frame and end hiws; and other fit proviſions, without tlie · inter- 
vention or atiy third body; nor was the utile of ſach a /thir@ | 
branch, or ſernblance of the houſe of lords, at this time, or for 
many years uſter, ever thougtit on. And, as governor P'Oyley 

had been in the iNand from the very tiine of its 'eonqueſt, | and Was 
therefore; und from his ability, as well informed of every matter 
relatiue to ĩt as any other of its inhabitants, there was no neceſſity 
to allizn hn a privy- council, to adviſe :- him in his proceedings; 
and conſequently none was appointed. But, in the year 1652, upon 
his earneſt deſire to returii home, lotd Windſor,” an utter ſtranger 
to the colony and its affairs, was appointed to ſucceed him in the 
government. By his Tordſhip's commiſſion und inſtructions, he 
was etnpowered to chooſe his own 82 and to ſummon, 
by wir? aſſemblies, to be elected by the people. With advice of 
his privy- council, he was further empowered to give the royal aſs - 
fent to ſuch! laws as: ſhould be IR thole aſſomblies, and not: 
ne 10 the r Wa, England . N 6 bin 
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Ws In'the * article of inſtruction to Sir Thomas Lynch, 26 Feb. 1670-71," we find Abele 8 
words : „ You ſhall have power, wich che advice of the council, to call * to make laws, 
| ap 


Council of ſtate dur 
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The ſuceseding governors and lieutenant · governors wete directed 
to chooſe. theit o privy· ouneil, until the appointment of lord 
Vaughan, 1675, in whoſe; commiſſion; the members of the. privy- 
Suncil were expreſsly bamed by the king It is evident, then, 
chat, h aſter the abolirion of a /counciL of war, which was, alto a 

g/Qliver's life- time, and which, with a major- 
general and a quorum of ; commiſſioners: conſtituted for this purpoſe 
by the Cœotector and his council-of ſtate (according to the mode 
then prevailing in England), had governed Jamaica by no other 
than law. martial; the firſt civil eſtabliſhment took place under 
 D'Oyley's, adminiſtration. The king rejected at firſt the uſe of 
a council of ſtate; and introduced in ĩts ſtend a. legal proper legiſ- 
lature, conſiſting, as before mentioned, of his: delegate ,, and a 
ſufficient. number of freeholders of the iſland, elected in England, 
by the free votes of the people, ſor their repreſentatives... Bur, 
when it was found neceſſary to aid the governor ia many points of 
adminiſttation,, lord Windſor Was directed to appoint a privy- coun- 
eil for this intention: the choice being left to his ow diſcretion; 
and their principal buſineſs and uſe ſeem to have been, to give him 
advice on all, occaſions wherein he had either no inſtructions, ot 
thought fit to apply to them; ſuch as the guarding of the iſland 
againſt hoſtile invaſions, or internal rehellions the iſſuing payments 
out of the revenue granted / hienhially by affemnbly ; the, apppint- 
ment, or gemoval, of officers civil ʒand wilitay the conſervation 
of the rights of prerogative ; and the granting or refuſing) his al- 


that the, governors ſent from England. to this iſland. muſt negd be 
ignorant of many particulars neceſſary to he , known for, their, cou 
duc in gqhe government of it The iutiqducien of thaves tors car- 
Tying. on; the. plantations, and the very nature of, the elimate and 
commercial productions, opened a ſeene entirely new to Them; 
and, a the laws; and proviſions pſctu} and expedient for the in- 


« and to levy monies for our ſervice, dc. Here 18 Apreßßlg ns ther pode p e td de g 


| vernor, than that of. convening the repreſentarives ; and this under proviſo, that he (ould firſt 


eiche advice of his council, as to the ſeaſon and expediency of their meetings. No power is 
herein aſſigned to the council, except that of ſimply. giving their advice to the governor, No other 
woe ile, could legally dare herb Sen 'by the count in eſpe to in: f 0 Tegan. | 
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ſent to ſuch bills as the affembly, paſfed. The crowä vis ſenſible; - 
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wth ponce and furtherance of ſettlements in the'ifland;” were to 
de unde Mod oy by a long residence in the Weſt- Indies, or from 
the accounts of men perfectly well acquairited with colony matters; 
it Would have been impoſſible for ſuch governors, without the ad- 
vice and uſſiſtance obe ſoime gentle men of good abilities, and know- 
ledge of the ebuntry; to explain the propriety of the aſſembly's 
pills, ar form cbmpetent jodgement. on various matters incident. 
peculiarly t&'their"admiviſtration. O For this reaſon, among others, 
every governo is exprefaly iuſituctod to tranſinit to His majeſty: 
the names of ſuch of the principal inhabitants of good ability as ſeem 
beſt qualified to ſupply vacancies from time to time in / the ptivy- 

council. Thijs/was' a neceſſary, and therefore prudent, regulation; 
as, for want of it, the cron cod not but foreſee, that its gover- 
nors would be liable to conſtant! ernbarraſſment in diſcharge of the 
duties of their office. Such wa probably the original motive for 

appoĩnting a governor council, not only im this but in the other 
Britiſn colonies f. At their firſt conſtitution in Jamaica, aud fur 
many'years after würds, the governor ſat with them, as woll during 
the ſeſſſion, as during the intervals of aſſernbly. They had no de- 

hberativez” and not the leaſt independent, power in reſpect to tho 
bills framed and ſent up by the houſe of aſſembly. The governor 
himſelf uſed to receive from, and ſemd all meſſages to the houſe, 
concerning legiſlative buſineſs: when conferences were: neceſſary, 
he appointed ſuch members of his privy- council as he thought pro- 
per to be his 19,0" 0 or agerits= ng! ou bas pare: ew: 
reportung dacht tt Matte aig! 

The governor's constant poelkhäg und Wee ee n 
effectually of all: that uncontrouled / frredom of debate and delibe- 
ration which ĩs eſſential to a legiſlative body. They were merely his 
paſſive: co-adjutors ; and, although he was directed to paſs laws with 


[f] This opinion i is warranted by the boek 5 king's inſtructidns, formerly (and 1 believe 
kill) given to-the-gorernors of: this iſland.” So; att. 35. of the inſtructions to Sir Themas 
Iynch, 207% %, And, foraſmuch as. there. are many things incident to / that / government, 5 
for which. it is not Eaſy, for, us th preſcribe ſuch rules and directions for you as our ſervice and 
the benefit of that Hand may require; inſtead of them, you are, with the advice of the coun · 
*cil, to take care therein as fully and efſectually as if you were inſtructed by us; of which ex- 


* traordinary caſes giving us due information, you ſhall receive further ratifications from us, as 
sour kervice ſhall POT | | 


thelt 


| ds Whiieher de pace mau. Dit 


D 
 , theiy/cobſehy; Much implies that he was'te:! paſs bone without it; 
er nere cin be us 466bt©but-the'difcretionary poven, with-which = 
© th tie dnt abd refiraine'ipoſid-by his:preſence and authority, 
ut hade had ſtiſtablel effet upon the minda of bis affociates 3 ſo 
1 — eros rs — dverthem roday-and = 
teen — 
A poblic bodies of em, whe in their 
otiginat inftivation pofteſe Very lirtlet ſeeme ta have werked very 
petual cbuttr cu, and the importaner of the: aſſennbiy it became 
their favoutiteohject'to frame themaelves into ſeparate or third 
legzillative eſtatk, in the nature of an houſe of „ö; 
The idea of zfhmilhting thenſelves, however faintly, to theſe 
noble per 0a , plealedit 5 amty'; whilff the . | b (of: 7 
b . * 1 Liao — ung — drs 
and im the utmoſt extent pricticable. gratiſied their ambition, It 
ws ſome time before they effected this ſo fully, as to ſit a lagiſlative 
| . council Board without tfie governor's being preſent. Earn not in- 
_ formed of + the particular time when the governor and council firſt 
ſepuratedy) bur & harr heurd it was many years a aud happened 
upon the" 1 devobving to a preeſident of the councll, 
cho, bezug one of theit body, might poſſibly: think: ic matt fucable 
Wy tn his 'newdy-acquired: dignity and elevation, d mix no longer 
among his brethren below Nairs.:” and thus a conſtitution of ſome- 
thang He threeceſtates; was brought about. N35 een 
he privy/comrbcil; from this period, undertook! to eremiſe the 
ternet; and 2 [legiſlative board} dependent alſo; on the governor, 
though acting as it were diſtinctly without bim. The governors 
mere, it is true, haue for ſevetal years forborn to break in upon them 
heir legillazive proceedings; and, | perhaps, the board might call 


19 


it . breach of privilege,” if any, governor. mould hereafter, (as A late 
Sovernor ſesmed to zutend) reuiue the old cuſtom of being conti- 

nually preſent with them, influencing, modeling, and controuling, 
aheit legiſlative operations: but, as far as 1 am able to judge, there 
« 
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e e ohother gib legally nenden hu that bbdy] 
to preventia goveiner ſtom uſing his: pleaſures in this point, if he 
ſhoalkd: ehooſerg/exertoitt rf -Fy6e'endewout to make their inſtis 
tation) ioc any porpoles.affeQing egiſin ure here, appear1couſiſtent 
wWälnlegalith andren oh we cangor ſuppoſe theny ordaihed to aug 
other withizhigftemroriginallygichandy hat is enjoyed by that 
comm̃ittes if h Nritiſſi privg+ouncil; hichis called 0 therhoard 
of trade ani plant ations,” whoſe buſjneſs, ſo far as regards legiſla : 
tive matten, don ſiſts in raviſiug ſuch latvs tas ar. enacted in the 
plantationss iich ſubmittidg their hinion and advicę to his majeſty, 
as:to/th&axpedzencycof ing Hor rofuſing ſhis royal aſſent to them; 
hne of oh prixytebuneil here, as 
grent concern of legiſlation, was with 

the like view intended 40 he holy conſimed to the reviſion of 
bills paſſed by the aſſenbly, and t their ady ing his majeſty's go- 
vernor heren che tendenc of thoſe; bills, and the expedicncy, of 
his aflent onipdgative to them io A have ſtrong grounds for believing 
this to have been the chief endgof thai being permitted, by royal 
ne to interpoſe at all in reſpect to the acts of aſſembly; and 
I bave ;alitady given: Jame.rceſaps. which ſeem to! ſupport this 
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HAVING ud act of parliament, nor of mbh. to lier 
their claim tqdegiſlation, whatever powers the privy- couneil; have 
exerciſed, of that kind muſt principally have ſprung from their own 
ambition to became a houſe of lords. and from their appropriating 
the uſages and practice of the lords from titae to time as a diſtinct 
legiſlatixe, after the »governors ceaſed to adviſe with them con- 
cerning the, pugport and tendeney of hills paſſed by the aſſembly. 
In this proteeding. they were further encouraged by the conni- 
vance of thoſe;gavernors whoiſtrove to promote factions, the better 
to ſerve theit o purpoſes z and by the aflembly's., inability, or 
neglect, in conteſting with them the rights they had aſſumed. 
Thus, by. an uſage * ſor ſeveral years, they have gained 


Vo“. I. 2 (as 


| 
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(> foms: mane. & fort.of. preſenptive, title to; their -- - 290 
| Hould che houſe of: afſembly: at any time think ſit to diſpute any 
point of legillative authority with them, the; privy+council would 
not find it difficult ta turn to) ſomte-precedentin;the minutes of the 
houſe; to ſhew: that former | aflemblies: had. indireQly'i acknow. 
ae and coneeded the point to their board, by giving no 
« expreſs denial to it. I ſhall not diſpute that all the laws of Ja- 
tic, at this łĩme in farces.. are enacted by . Governor, council, 
and aſſembiyj. But there were a multitude of acts paſſed before 
the printed code, vin between the var 366 and 1681 ; and great 
part of theſe were: enacted by the king ur his governor, and the al. 
ſembly only. The change of ſtyla tool place in conſequence of 
an iuſtruction from the or- n. Whether the aſſembly did or not 
oppoſo this alteration is very litele to the purpoſe to inquire: for 
all oppoſition on their part muſt haue been attended with fata] eon · 
ſequences to themſelves ; they were in utmoſt wann oi a good body 
of permanent laws, adapted to their ſituatiun, and the ſafety of 
their lives and properties. Theikingy who ſent this in ſtruction to 
his governor, and required obedienoe to it, had wholly in his powes 
to enforce. it, by. reſtraining His-governor from giving affent to any 
bill of aſſembly that did not run in this manner. Thus 
ſition to the meaſure could be ſpeedily defeated, ſince the neceſſities 
of the. people were too urgent not to.compel them to paſs. their bills 
with this addition of ſtyle in the. ebating part, however much it 
might be againſt their will, or repugnant to their conſtitution; It 
is not certain at what period the privy · quneil firſd began tb ſign the 
bills that were reviſed at their board with the words, paſſedi the 
0 ο“ν,jç i;“ Which practice does certainly declare thoin exerciſing; a 
legiſlative power as a third eſtate, diſtinet from governor and aſ- 
ſembly. There is no doubt ſomething in the manner of their in- 
veſtiture with this power, ſimilar to that by which a man holds 
what is called artiaus poſſtiſion of an eſtate, and whoſe title is Jul- 
tified only by the law+«maximn ofimelior conditio . Lcall lit 
power in contradiſtinction td right for a right in this caſe could 
only be derived from the conſtitutions or the laws; but the conſti- 
_ tution and laws have imparted hone ts them: they are therefore de- 


ny in that which. is the . 9 of- tus: and 
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all oppo- 
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inc e body A MepiNatibey Fobnded o power alone, 
. cer 8 untl Uſtyr patio; it has neither che fighits, Sanity? 
gor MEHey? of 7 Legziſlative aritng from, and ſupported by, a con- 
ſtirüttonaf and Tepdl'cftablifhment." Such a defech, combined with 
order parte 6f u Re Whteh Are ſufftepehtly perfect and legal In 
wemfele es, ttt evidently be introd tus of confuſion and diſcord; 
rg mon more enen, added do either ſcale, muſt ren- 
der too heavy, utid deſtroy the eq Unlidrium „ rt en. 
tainet in I nice a coνẽ,fEũpme. e Winne 
- ThepHvy-tounei having thus, af they thought, eMibliſhed — 
ſelves (though ithperfectIy) un diſtint brunch of legiflature, it was 
their next Büntzefs to effäck wearer affimilation of their powers to 
thoſe of the” Britiſh houfe of ford With this view, they entered 
diſſents ad pr teſts with all the pemp of ordiy language; aſſumed 
a negative Voice" on bills distinct ftom the governor; framed bills 
thethfelves; und ſent them down to the lower houſe; made amend- 
ments to Bills paſſed by that houſe; rejected other bills; appointed 
their” 6wh committees ;' demanded: conferences; examined perſons 
upon onth; received petitions of grievance: im ſhort; they inter- 
feted in every buſineſs" wherein” the houſe of affſetnbly were con- 
eerned, not even excepting” meney- bills; in the amendment of 
which | they ifſerted equal? rigbe wich the houſe; In diſputes be- 
tweet! godernor am iflembly/they generally ſided with the former, 
or ſtood neuter,” Av to Exemprictt from arreſts, they pleaded un- 
doubted right to ie during the feinen; as legiſlätors; and, out of ſeſ- 
ſion, or duting the intertniſftenb ef äfſembly, as privy-counſeltors ; 
and by this kind of logie "contrived tö make it perpetual; which 
was a moſt admirable fineſſe for maintaining their dignity, undi- 
ſturbeck by the vexatious ptocels f troubleſome creditors. To give 
luſtre d Preteminenee to their body, they ſtyled thetnſelves 
«- Honourable,” And this recalls to my memory, that, when Sir 
Francis Watſon, preſident of the privy-counci}, took the adminiſtra- 
tion upon him,” on the deceaſe of the guke of Albemarle ; he very 
ſeriouſly propoſed to his council, whether he had not a right to aſ- 
ſume upon that occafion” the addition of Right Honourable.” His 
council very complaiſantly anſwered, nem. con. that he had moſt un- 
doubted right ; and adviſed him to wear it. With this advice he 


>> @ 2 readily 


„ 


ſtripped away by tbe Ring's order. ;' $6;Rrange bas be [infatuation 
been, that one of the board; not Jovi nce moved a governor, as 
Chancellor, on his tight to 4 letter miflive;/and an office copy gratis 
of al bill filed in the [chatieery bere,/\-agrocable! tp the practice in 
England, ben a peer of ch kcahm ig ſued in the high gonrt of 
chanoety them. However,» the ehancellot, Who chen preſided, 


king may 


Al equad force With any ſtatute che by parlklment v. They Rte 
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readily eehte Nez the hotrowed plume! was von afterwards 


though ſtrongly inelined toi render his would-be-lord all; reaſonable 
ſervice in his power, did not reliſh this extraordinary motion ; and ſo 
it was over- ruled. In the early, 1 times of 

here, the privyrcouneili æxalted their 


mae Which had pafſed — — i two | 


years, being expired during the intermiſſion; of their, meeting 3 à go- 
vernor iſſued his ordet in council; fur continving it in force-two years 
longer. The aſſembly was called beſqte it expired again ho 
(though very much reſenting the behaviour of the prixy- council in 


lending their vountenance to this rgereding, et) in-conſideration 


that the billtchad taken its riſe and being in their houſe 46 arigine, 
and therefore virtually their awe” bill, abey i let the matter paſs, But 
ſurely this tameneſs on the part of the aflembly: was. blameahle. 
When; neceſſary ſtatutes have! been for ſome time. diſgontinued, the 
by proclamation: give notice, chat ſuch ſtatutes: ſhall. be 
put in: due Execution} ig time to. come. But the king, cannot by 
peoclamation-renew.an-expiredilaw a for that wopld, he, taptgnaguot 
to making new law by his ſole authority aphachihe cannot go 
A, law ceaſes to be a law: the inſtant it expirss and gannot be 

rought to life again, encept by conſent of ail ther legi ſlative bodies 
united. What then did; the;governorzand: his council in this caſe, 
but acſnme an illegal power of. legiſlation and ſuhingate the, iſland 
to tax. of two, years duratipn, by ng qther authority. than their, own 


iI Feat bad no pribflicnt $inilat' Use au bc EägfiA bine, xcdpt chot of the 3 ift ef 


Henfy VIII. when his parlament were. ſo infamouſly; cõmplaiſant, as to ſyrrendet all the eccleſi 
aſticul and civil liberties of he xi 5, and paſſed an act, ordainin wing « that pro- 
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ordet ? This inſtance may characteriae the tyranny-ſo licentiouſly 
practiſed here in theſe early times. It would be tedious, indeed, to 
enumerate all the abuſcs committed by the governors of thoſe days, 
in conjunction with their faithful. adherents the, privy-council. One 
_ might, well wonder, that ſo much egregi deal. ſhould f the 
hoy hee. ſuffered» hy, the inhabitants of &d 
Britiſh dominians, to, be. o wantooly\ exerciſed: over their. perſons 
and-eſlatgs.;by duch e, hapdtul. of ; deſpigable. inftruments,. Nr is it 
lels aſtogilþingy, by what means the, colony, , oppreſſed by ſuch wiſ- 
government, gſcaped.a total tuin; unleſs we ſuppoſe, that, like ans 
religious ſects, the pegple throve under perſecutian. | 
ty Antecedent-ta.the Revolution, the prixyceouncil, with, 1 al & the ** 
nous andiimplacable.zeal of bigatcy, harraſſed inceflantly Proteſtants, 
Jews,, and ghery one he did) not openly awd the .doftrines of 
Popery 1, Then wed to iſſue their warrants, for apprehending and 
bringing befart them the moſt reſpeRable men in the country upon 
every, nan erer They interrogated. them, upon oath, to 
extor,eyidonee from their. reply g and, When it happened char they 
were, charged, with. having. uttered, or. done. any thing Whatever, that 
could be. gonſtrued to, cenſute, in the (leaſt degree, either the mem- 
bers of the, board, ; or,, their, meaſufes; ſuch high contempt was pu- 
niſhed-by exacting aecurity. for; ther, future, good behaviour, , in the 
molt exarhitant, penalties, amounting, often, to, ten times, more than 
the value of, their ,cltates, Upon their refu Al or inability ta com- 
ys, they; were, impralaned,, by, order of the, board,..in the common 
650 during plesſuxe;; and the benefit of habeas corpus was poli- 
tively refuſed; them. A member of ihefaſſembiy was fined and im- 
m 0g wy oy; NNN 
Such were iheſe ſtar : chamher privy-counſcllors, who, aſſiſted with 
4 Popiſh attorney: general, were ambitious to keep even pace with the 
tyrant who,at, that, time diſgraced; the, Britiſh: throne. But their li- 
centiouſneſt Was happily. reſtrained, ip the ſucceeding reign; which 
forced the, torrent. of deſpotiſm.. oe ru wh both here. and at. home, 
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council of Great. Britain is found to poffeſs 
of che peace; wich this further limitation, "that the 
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i AT preſent, the power of the privy- eounelt here, a8 diftine 


from theit exerbife of à legiſlative power, is ſo Hmirec as” Katcely 
to be deffnable Cbmmitments of the ſubſect for afbitrary enuſes, 
and pretended contempts of their board; which they wefe ſuffered 
to ordet till very lately, ate now entirely at an end!“ THe Privy. 

uo greater Tatitade"'of 
ordinary" Jultice 
they 

commit cannot properly be apprehended in the firſt Sith 
their warrant; except for "treafonable practices, or defigns againſt 


authority in this caſe,” tham what is veſted iti a ordinary 


the ſtate, either violently preſunied; or actually cliarged upon oath : 
but arbitrary commitments are beyond their 


ſphere" for the ex- 
plication of ithis,- we ate indebted to lord Camden in the caſe 
of Mr. Wilkes. Vet, netwithitanding His Tordthip's definitive 


judgement on the point, -our- Jamaica' privy-countil re very un- 


willing to yield up the deligbtful occupation they had flamed, 
of ſhewing their: importance by the ekerciſe of illegal power over 
their fellow-fubjects. But, in the late cafe of Mr. Douglas (1 708), 
who was imprifoned by their warrant for a ſuppoſed 'coltternpr, and 
releaſed by the chief juſtice on his writ of habeas torphs; they were 


aljudged. by the fupreme court to have no right of reſtraining pub- 


lie liberty veſted in them by the laws atid* conſtitution of their 
country. Their powers, therefore, as'a privy- council, are confined 


chiefly to their advifing the (governor's meaſures, whenever he is 
pleaſed to demand their counſel; and to the examinirig and paſſing 


the revenue accounts; it being thouglit neceſſary, that no order 
for public money ſniould be ſigned” and and iſſued by a governor, 
except by their advice, and in their preſence: '\ Theſe: and other 
their functions as a privy<council'are regulated, either by the laws 
of the colony, or by the king's inſtructions to the governor ; which 
latter are undoubtedly laws to the privy-council, however otherwiſe 
they may be received or treated by the reſt of his majeſty's ſub- 


jects. fi is by virtue of the king's inſtenRions, that they exerciſe, 


in 


** 
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i conjunction with the governor, the Judicial power of hearing 
and determining appeals on eaſes of error in evil cauſes from the 
courts of record, and in eaſes of fines impoſed by the law courts for 
miſdemeanors. Under this order, the grown has given them, 
| jointly-with-the governor, a form of judicature, in part reſembling 
what is exerciſed” by the houſe of peers in Britain. But appeals 
from chancery decrees. lie not before them as before the houſe of 
peers: for the governor himſelf,” being chancellor, and the privy-. 
council not holding equal or ſimilar rank here, cannot coutroul the 
chancellor, nor animadvert on his deerees. Such appeals, there- 
fore, are, by the king's order, avoked before his majeſty himſelf 
in council, e ls re ed n ane ee in 
The Bre e ate ee deberred aum belag 
ſuch pleas beſore them, on the properties of Engliſh ſubjects, by the 
ſtatute of 16 Charles I. c. x. & 5, 1640, in theſe words: « Be it like - 
i Wiſe declared and enacted, that neither his majeſty, nor his privy- 
4 council; have, or ought to have, any juriſdiction, power, or autho- 
«* rity; by Bngliſh bill, petition, articles, libel, or any other arbi- 
4% trary way Whatſoever, to examine, or draw into queſt ion, deter- 
mine, or diſpoſe of, the lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods, or 
«4 chattels, of any the ſubjects of this kingdom; but that the ſame 
« ought to be tried and determined in the ordinary oourts of juſtice, 
« and by the ordinary courts of the law.“ This ſtatute having been 
made long before the ſettlement of Jamaica, the colony ſeems well 
entitled to the benefit of it, unleſs the inhabitants can be proved not 
to be ſubjects of the kingdom of England. What the reaſon was 
which moved the cron to'eftabliſh ſuch a judicature in the colony, 
am hot informed, nor can ſcartely form a gueſs.” It was thought 
neceſſary, perhaps, a juriſdiction should reſide ſome where, which 
might reform the erroneous judgemcnts of the inferior courts of 
law: but this court of appeal is not competent to ſuch an end, be» 
cauſe a further appeal lies from ins determinations to the king in 
council: if, therefore, it did not exiſt, there would be no failure of 
juſtice, as writs of error might travel, without balting by the way, 
immediately from the court of law to his majeſty in council; which 
has ſometimes happened, when, by: reaſon of too ſmall a ge ag 
7 : the 


' 


as tottebade holding a court from year to year ; duting which the 
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E YeramunVe bf thetzudgeef embels of ithe board, whe 
ff tried the cſs; ahantereferecconld* not 5;t: upon it again in the 
_ yell eu ry; a cbutt of err eduld not be formed: If the pre- 
_ veiitfoh ef dellys, anch Sein a Aufcket diſpoteh to theticourts of 
Joie te eobeniesg Ws the motive, experience convinces us, 
char rde use hüs, taken tquite'the'contrary turn 1 oh (im Jamaica at 
Few edüfes tre brought? into this court, except Sor the mere 
ſake of delayl And in ſome caſes, where members of the privy- 
ncht 40 fay, tlie judges of this caurt. themſelves) were 
0 ſone f che fairs depending in it; governors have been 
moe ſuſpected of catrying their private attachments, ſo far, 


cauſes ſlept, and the adverſe ſuitors were precluded from regular 
Juſtice. If this tribunal ſhould? not be aboliſhed, as unneceſſary, 
ant not anſwerable to the ends of its inſtitution; it mighit at leaſt 
be proper to lay ſome reſtrictions vponyit ; namely, that no privy- 
oO0unſellot, for the time being. ſhould ſue or be ſueable in it; but 
that all appen¹e brought by or againſt them, from a judgement 
given in the inferior courts, thould, proceed inmediately; before the 
king in couticit;; ſit and certain times in the year ſhould likewiſe 
be aſſignell fot the ſoſſion of the - court... Theſe reformations R 
take away the principal ſourtes of the general; complaint, that 
t it ſerues only r a.ungoart fou incaresration of 


25444060725 17 $211 % Tali! 44 S/B-C. . VI. S. 14.1 1% „ 4 
Yau e n eren Seo eee eee 
IN England moſt of n deere . are not Peers 
of the realm, are members of the houſe of commons. Herein is 
another very eſſential difference between his majeſty“s privy - council 
in the mother country and the ptiv y. con i of Jamaica. A mem- 
ber of the priuy-couĩeil here cannot be a member of the houſe of 
aſſembly, without reſigning all pretenſions to legiſlature at his ow! 
board; for this ld give him a double negative upon every bill. 
Upon the like principle, it has betn ruled by the houſe, that a 
WA of the — ns vote at elections of 


members 


— * 
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members tooſerueccin afſenibly:;o for, if this was permitned, ſo-118ag* 
as the privy-council are allowed to exerciſe legiflature; it muſt fre- 

quentiy happen, that che member tlie voted for would be ſo muh 

under their influence; as to vurty am unfree voice into the heuſe ; 
aud thus, y u im proper bins, the mettiber's voice there would: 
be th ſam in effect, as if the privp -coiipſellors themſeivvs who 
contravlled irt, Were do be petſonäliy preſent, and give it. Be- 
ſides; 'whillt;they-exerciſe rhe power! uf puxting 4 negative on the 
aſſembiyꝰs proceedings, they enjoy a ſhate in the legiſlation of the' - 
colony far ſuperior. to that of the people. A Writer, alluding to 4 
late diſpute in thifland-of St. Kitt's, makes the foltowitig remarks. 
„ri erden, of Great Britain 'ſags' WE; id compoſed of three 
parts, Ailtiner from, and independent of; each” other. That ef 
2 edlofy ttifiſts/of for for the Kitz (uct being bound by 
« his rbpreſentattve, uboſe Afent is abſolutely neceffary in paſſing 
« 4149) forts Hine) ſeparate, bratitt; arid can, by 8 
« frond Ia; totally dihamult evety act pafltd by the governor, coun- 
„e, adhd Aebi. Tue goperüd and council aße appointed 'by 
« the Kihg,\ but. ex de removed at plcaſure. The lords enjoy c&t- 
« tan Honours-atid privileges, which defeerid to their poſterity, and 
„eat Bit in a very. te inftances be forfelted. They form the 
> higheſt coutt of judicature known to the law ; from whoſe deter- 
« mimdatim no appeal Hes. In all civil proceſs, their perſons arg 
« facred; and in critninal they are tricd by the houſe of p peers, 

« The'touticil of St. Kites hold their feats duritig the! king's Pie u. 
i ſure 3/ tay; may be deprived of them by the governor, who him- 

« ſelf holds His corntaiffion only by the royal favour. They form 
« a court of error; but from them an appeal lies before the king 
„in cntei; Wei perſons are not protected, but may be taken 
in cc ion in civil proceſs; and in/crindinal! they would be tried 
« by a juty of celve meu, not by the council. Nor is the analogy 
between che cotons and aſſembly ſtronger; only they are both 
« elective, and the repreſciitatives of a certain claſs of people in both' 
« places. Fot the aſſembly cannot protett the perſons” of theic 
« members, but during their actual ſirting in the houſe. They can- 
not àdjbürn themſelves even de air in diem. They catmot appoint 

« their ew 'Gletk; not any one ſervanit attending the houſe; who 
. A a 4 all 


wh. AUT A -M.&A0 41 00d 
U hold tbeir-places;; pd: are appointed-by -commiion; from the 
„commander mch e obe e r 

In regard to the political diſability, which a meinber of the/coun. 
cil there is ſuppoſed to be under, to vote at elections of - perſons to 
ſetve in aſſe mbly. the author ſays, „ Suppoſe a frecholder, meetly 
t for being a member of the council, is rendered incapable of vot- 
ing for repreſentatives, and that he ſhould be deprived of his ſeat 
d at that board on the day after the aſſembly are elected; by whom, 


| at Ma Id ſuch a frecholdet be repreſented du- 
« ring the continuance of that aſſembly nds eee 
of, the limited powers of the council is 
ſhould, conceive, that, zin the or iginal 
frame of colony government, the idea of canſlituting three diſtinct 
he principles, and form of government in the mo- 

reed to the founders ot it; yet we hud it has 

allen fa model in eff... Had: the council been ap. 
pointed for life, the Gwilicude would have been much. ſtronger, and 
their powers more agreeable. to, the priniples. of, che Britiſh con- 


+ >, .- 3 


exerciſe, a free and independent voice, bop 
tradidtion. to the crown, Without riſque of fortetting dt 


— # 


office. Sothat, as the writer 1 hae quoted ,yery, ft 
the ſubje&t, here is oni ons. allrmatiy 
their allerobly, of repreſentatives, borne 
the. firſt in the crown; the ſecond in the, governor 3; the, third in 


: 
- 


the king. It ſeems, therefore, an abſurdity , to. bare originally 


formed any. council for legiſlative, purpoſes, fince the ſingle, negattse 


aof the gaveryor would be ſufficient, without theirs,.2o, put en ee 


* 


* 


pole the ; privy-council, were only, deſigned to act ogcaionally 
packhorſes. between governor and people, to take the, odium, of rc" 
jection from the governar's ſhoulders by anticipation, before it came 
to his caſting voice. But as governors have ſeldom been nice or 
timid upon theſe, accaſions, and have generally endeayoured to de- 
ſerve a full ſhare of reproach, by joining with their privy- council 


heartily and avowedly in unpopular acts; ſo we may infer, that a. 


tegiſlative. power was not originally intended for the privg-council 4 
128 N : ] : | SM ths at, 
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at ina” Jegrtive eipatity;! tlisy/itconneteffaty to the crown, 
becauſe the governor's” negative! is equivalent Wirhout them; and 
that they are unhecefliry to the people, as at preſent -conflitutcd, 
there can be no doubt, Becauſe they are neither free Hor independent. 
he crialgy between cheevlody affeinbly and the houſe of co. 
mons is certainly much ſtronger; for although” it is granted, that 
che Affen buy 'of St. Ritt's dier wiltely if from"that houſe, in their not 
ad) ourning themſelves from day to day, and not being able to ap- 
int che own offfcers; yet they agree perfectly well in the more 
_ eſſential points; which are, freedow! of eleckieh and debate; the 
rights'vf Naming, atriending, and repealing! of” 'bilfs'; the Judg ing of 
Re Woge of "their own body; e. Oro PST + 
Te Jane affembly” vary but little" from" rhe pattern in the be 
mother cduntry. They acheurn themſelves de die in en; app oint 
all their own "officers, and remove them at pleaſure; 'cxpel, or take 
in ealtody,” all contomacious tet bers; and enforce the buſineſs of 
the houſe; by taking in evſtody; er ordering before their bar; "other 
nd are not members. That a pri ivy-counſellor is” under 4 
ee he is ſuch) ts vote at elections, is perfectiy Clear 10 
henfin; not withſtantling the caſe ſoppoled by the writer 15 


My * is founded on ſimffar reaſons which operate in the 
of à peer of the realm. WHINE the teh docs indulged with 
the exerciſe” of 4 legilative Power, che Teaſons, Which produce 4 
diſability in the peer 45 to this right of v Jorg; are equally #pplicable 
won! member” of the pfivy-council ;* for de would then” have two 
voices in the legiflature ; z one by bis de duty, or „ im 
aſſembly; the other perſonally! in cooneil ; 2 plurality of voice, in- 

conſiſtent with the equal r iets ef. the body of ſrechelders, irre- 
concileable with the cbnſtitution and public good. His right of 
votiag at elections is in abeyance only,” whilt he continues member 
of the board ; and juſtly ſo, becauſe thete he exerciſes a much more 
tranſcendent powel or ptetenſion, that of controaling, by his ſingle 
voice, the united voices of the whole repreſentative body. When 
he quits his ſeat at the board; or is ſuſpended, he becomes reinſtated 
in his right of voting in common with other freeholdets, to be ex- 
erciſed when an! election again happens: the natute of the caſe 
makes it impoſſible to be otherwiſe. . A peer may be a frecholder, 
A a 2 8 
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but cannot rote at.vleRions, -ough his: freehold, (mply conſidered) 

_ qonfers the qualifgation. of vming. The.accepting an office, of pro- 
5 hoogu vnder the re may, in Tmayy-caſts, debar a, man 
the opportunity of, voting f an offices-ip d hg nav gn army, or 
caſtor, an, emhaſſador, conſul, goxernor, and, a hundred. others. 
Suppoſe an officer tg be. ondexed on, ſervige quſt on the eve of a ge- 
netal election, and ſo prechuded-the, opportunity: e 1 if 
and that, Man after the new. houſe.of commons is aſſembled, he 
ſhould. happen. to be» coſhicred of diſcharged.:. ye may juſt as pro- 
perly alk, the fame queſtion us the Writer; „ Ig what manner would 
< ſuch. a freeholder be repreſented, during che continuanee of that 
««- houſe of commons?“ The honour, of, (Frying. the crown js of 
itſelf clieemed no mean distinction and, benefitz\: The ſupject, in 
theſe caſcs, is qbliged. to: lyperſede; for, a; While his right of Voting, 
that, he may ener the, honour/and, felicity;of ſerving the, crown : 
in other wpuds, he exchanges. obe benefit for angther, What, then, 
does the. fulpende$) counſellor meat Does he defire, becauſe he 
qid gat vote, ſpn the merabęrg returned. for the precip@,where bis 
property: Js, that, notwithBagding, woſe members were choſen, 
have fitteh,aqd yoted aq Tega]- repreſentatives far bat presinct, they 
all... ypop his. luſpenſion eg Quining: big) ſpat, he ſuſpended alſo 
their; ſeate in a - and; ng heck te he ptecinct, apd to 
A. new. election, for no other reaſon, but what e may bayg-apportu- 
nit) zen gige his age doffrag⸗ for-or-againſt; hem? . The; notion is 
abſurd. in exery view. Per, thongh be does not, vote, finds 
means 10 influence thoſe, who do vote; and it is well known, that 
to many of them put in members; for borqugh-towns. KA, gentle- 
man; of a colony cquneil; is generally , perſon of latge for tune and. 
intereſt; nd he: is, chiefly,, for. theſe very conſiderations appointed, 
becauſe they enable him wore effectually to ſapport. theigayernor's 
adminiſtration. None of them Will be hardy enough to aſlert,, that 
chey da never interfere with elections, oh that their influence has 
no 2 in returning particular candidates, whoſe: cauſe they 
eſpouſe: the contrary is notorious. It is true, this practice is not 
— to their character gf privy-counſellors zi but, if the facts 
are. ſo, (which cannot. be denied), they prove the, giſt of my argu- 
wwe ated _ thy — — vote is _ 
an 
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eee by ane negative voice, at. the board, and. by 
their power and influence, in the abſolute. diſpoſal of other men's 
voices at cleQiong,. and in aſſembly. | Inſtead, therefore of loſing, 
they dem 3 n __ n e 1 in AG er 
ee ee | is 


| 
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THE diſparity botween he Kune, in 1 pls jo ours in 
Jamgica, is inconſiſtent with the doctrine of aſſimilation, fot the 
reaſons already given, and as they deviate entirely in the point of 
legiſta tion, Wt + the king, had. conſtituted the _privy-council of Jar 
maica As. A board. of reference, ta reviſe, all bills. paſled hy. the houſe 
af aſſembly, and give. their advice concerning them to the governor ; | 
the. analogy. between them would, have been plain and obvious. 
But, as they are inveſted. by their priyy ſeals with no other office 
or tyn&tion;; Than that of ſmple privg-coupſellors, it is difficult 
to trace .a proper ground for, the ſuperaddition of 2 legillative con- 
trouling . Which che like body in the mother country are 
incapable of e in reſpect to ,afts of parliament, and do 
only exerciſe, in. relpect to plantation laws. 28. a board of reference 
fm iy majeſty, to adyiſe him of the tenor and tendency of, thoſe 
laws, 1 to, preyent any lau being in force, prejudicial. 10 the 
rights of the crown, the king has referyed his caſtiag voice, to 
ſave his, prarogatiye entire. It is not fit that the crown ſhould be 
bound cogeluſively by the conſent of a governor in a matter of 
ſuch moment, where, (without this reſervation). it might potlibly 
become an irreparable loſer, thraugh, the/ negligence, ighoxance,, or. 
venality, of its miniſter, This is the true reaſon why the king 
maintains a double negative. on, Jaws'enafted i in the plantations, and 
cauſes them to. be reviſed by his priyxs council. in; Great Britain, not 
chooſing to be irremediably bound by the act of his delegate in mat- 
ters of legiſlation. The crown may inhibit its miniſter, or go- 
vernar, to reject or not reject a bill. of aflembly, unleſs. he has pre- 
vioully taken the opinion and advice of the perſons appointed to 
. him. The crown may: Aſp hint Proper to regulate the 


conduct 


wa 165 ry WATER! TY 4 EY * a. A. i Gon 
conduct and backen dr Wels fe by neden Bat fs 
power, Which theft adviſers thay clini” r etereifg by Vittue of 
_ aby ſich inſtrüctiohe, is Gr can be legal, except lo. far as they are 
expreſsly grounded bpon, aud in unifon With, che known ftablihed 
laws of the 1 d NOPE F 700 yore. * live 8 Ulurpa. 
tion and tyranny. 
In regard to any privileges ef our prey council, 1 may fay, in 
the words of a heutenant governor; © Tknow of none 1 have 
« diſtin& from the reſt of his majeſty's ſubjeQs.” 6c * blaw- 
«folly ſtrike, wound, or to endevour or compaſs! the "With of 
«4 privy-coonſtlor of Great Britain, wilt in the "extcttion of 
his office, "was; it is true, made felony by a "Rate" "ot Queen 
Anne; in conſequetice of Guifcart's attctnpt on Mr. Harley! But 
this ſtatute 'rehites ſolely to the ptivy-council of Great Brita 4 and 
his majeſty is debarred by law from has ing any more than one ſuch 
privy<council. Some have pretended, that, 5 as privy unſellors 
of the colony, their perſons and effects are f. bre 10 nal civil 
<</proceſs” 1 queſtion" if chere 15 any member '6f his majeſty's 
privy-council-in Great Britain, who'is not Protected, either by his 
being a peer, or a member of the houſe of 'comimoens; but, if there 
is any one among them who 'Has not ſucli Protection. 1 preſume 
that his office of privy-counſellor (except While in the ce exe- 
cution of it) will not ſecure his perſon from arreſt, nor his goods 
from attachment, for ſatisfaction of his juſt debts.” Others ledge, 
that the privy-council” of Jamaica are entitled to perſonal. pro- 
„ tection at leaſt, as being ſervants of his majeſty ;* for that 
his majeſty's ſervants'in Great-Britain are, by being ſuch, under 
« this degree of privilege. True it is that tis majeſty's' domeſtic 
menial ſervants, reſiding within the verge of the royal palace, have 
this protection; but it extends not to any ſervant of the crown, 
that I know of, nor to any further limit than the verge. The per- 
ſonal dignity and immunity of the ſovereigu emanate in this caſe 
to his ſervants of the houſhold; for theſe are proper and neceſſary 
for his perſonal accommodation. The extenſion of this privilege 
to others reſiding within the verge, who are not of the bouſhold, 
is an abuſe which grew out of this ancient prerog ogative.. If the 
members of our * reſided within the king” 5 houſe at 
$ St. 


BOOK. I. CHAP.) Xx APPEND. 


183 


St. Iago dela Vega, or were ſervants i in "a governor's family, they 


_ doubtleſs might lay claim to ' correſpondent privilege,' upon the 


ground of aſſimilation, within the boundaries or verge of the king's 
houſe 3 but this pretext muſt appear as frivolous as the former one. 

It has likewiſe been contended for, ©. that they are entitled to 
T privilege of perſon and goods, as a branch of legiſlature.” This 
would be readily allowed, it their legiſlative rights could be made 
out clear and unexceptionadle ; for then, the privilege-would' ſtand 


inconteſtably founded on the lex et con 


ſurtudo parliamenti, a part of 


the Engliſh law, and the birth-right of Engliſh ſubjects; without 
which, neither the commons in Great-Britain nor in the colonies 
would have lawful authority to legiſlate by their repreſentatives. 
The origin of this privilege ſhews it never was intended for a privy- 
council. It was a proviſion, that the deputies, elected by the com- 
mons, might not be diverted from the public buſineſs by private li- 


tigations, nor be oppteſſed by the power of the crown. But this 


their privilege has been indulged by-the'laws only to a certain lati- 
tude. Therefore, on the diſſolution of the aſſembly, the privy- 
council (even if ſuppoſed a competent legiſlative) could enjoy the 

privilege againſt. arreſt of body no longer than for a reaſonable 
time redeundo; nor a revival of it until the next meeting of aſ- 
ſembly. Hence then it appears that, even as legiſlators, they could 
not hold a claim to uninterrupted or perpetual privilege. This in- 
violability of perſon is peculiar alone to the peers of Great -Britain- 
Vet mg privy-councit of Jamaica have not only claimed theſe pri- 
vileges in the ſame extent as the houſe of lords enjoy them; but 
inſiſted on other matters as their undeubted right, without de- 
claring by what means they became juſtly entitled to them. Mere 
aſſertion cannot demonſtrate a right. The exiſtence of it ſhould 
be proved, and made indubitably clear, by a true deduction from 


the fountain head; and its legalit fairly and fully aſcertained. 


It 


this cannot be done, all pretended claim of ſuch right is, vox, et 


preterea nibil. Among other aſſertions of e, are the 
lowing: 5 J 


fol- 


* That their ard has a right, not r to je, but amend, 


** Money bills; and to apply public money h].“ 
[5] In 17 28, durivg Mr. Hunter's government. 


« That 


us <4 149 3 A.M Ac AT Ao 
„That, in their legiſlative. eapagity,. they are equally entitled, 
««,qxith, the r ives of the people, to the re freedom 
« and independence. in all their, dellberations l). Lu 
That no perſon vchatſoever (in this word. born ;kipg and 
governor ate included) hath, or "ought; to have, any right. to ad- 
«<1n@hiſh them. | for their POE} in uch . ee ca- 
4 pacity L gn eitel 51.1 Dawolle een 
„That their body have at Jeaſt an equal per and right of 
« legiſlation with the houſe. of repreſentatives, which, they, will 
< never-Jubter-to, be abridged Or wfringed li]. 2 bis Mil 8 ql 
That che right of legiſlation in the council appears, from the 
principles of the , conſtitution of this ifland, to be as antient and 
Cundoubted 45 that df, the zepreſentatives.of the people. HA . 
That his) mazeſty, by un artiele ef bis royal, inſtrüctions, 
«. hath * directed, that his council ſhall have 2 right to 
n ſtame, alter, on amend, money bills ; and that the governor, or 
commander in chief, do ſupport them in this particulat A (pr 
 - Theſe poſitions. appear very extraordinary, becauſe they are inca- 
a of proof for this reaſon, they ate of a, miſchievous ten- 
dency, and the ſourcg of eternal wrangling; ſince a {ubje! J which 
admits not of proof, may yet admit of endleſs controverſy. They 
ate directly repugnant to the uſage of parliament. In reſpect, for 
example; to bills Which contain auy clauſes leyying money on the 
ſubject, either by way of tax or penalty, the commons wall not 
ſufter the lotds to amend ſuch. clauſes... In fair argument, the ground 
or reaſon of any poſition 1s the firſt thing demanded; but, if the 
— either not knowing, or being — to produce, 
the gtound or reaſon, ſtill continues, to inſiſt with vchemence on the 
ttuth of his problem; it is plain the diſpute can never be termi- 
nated, at leaſt any other way than by his opponent's demonſtrating 
it to be falſe, and fercing him to yield it up. This cannot readily 
be done when the controverſy happens between either religious or 
political aſſociations; of men; becauſe, the luſt of power being 
oftentimes the only fundamental principle on which the claim or 
uſurpation reſts, every conceſſion in argument muſt tend to weaken 
or deſtroy that power. The party therefore in poſſeſlion of it en- 


id ei Dee, 4767 Iii 22 Feb. 3770. 
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deavpurs, by, every means they can, to involys the origin of their 
pretenſt 5008. in darkneſs and n yſtery.; 3 and thus, like the ſcuttlefiſh; 
elude their enerpy's 14 Wit all . deference, however, 
to the privy- council 1 will take the iberty | of examitiing mors | 
minutely the- foundation of their ſtruckure. If, by pointing out 
its Keke,” 1 ſhould happen to pyerthirow their" preſent tottering 
guſe, it will be {ome recompence "afterwards to lay before them a 

on Ht building bp e more ee durable. NY A. 1 
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ſeatialy! neceſſary to their office, character, and ule, as legiſlators, that 
they ſhould: be- wholly, independent of each other [I]. Such is the le- 
giſlature of Great · Britain, conſiſting of king, lords, and commons 
whoſe: diſtinct rights and operations in legiſlature are ſufficiently 
known and marked out, to prevent them from encroaching upon and 
overwhelming each other. The two houſes naturally drawing in 
+: two ditections, and the pretogativs in another {till oppoſite to them 
both, they mutually keep each other from exceeding their pra- 
per limits 5 while the whole: is prevented from ſeparation, and 
« artificially connected together by the mixed nature of the crown, 
+ which-is à part of the legiſlative, and the ſole executive ma- 
« giſteate.! — If the king had avowedly a right to animadvert 
on either of the two houſes of parliament, that branch of the le- 
«: giſlature, ſo ſubject to animadverſion, would inſtantly ceaſe to 
be part of the ſupreme power: the balance of the conſtitution 
would be overturned; and that branch in which this juriſdiction 
reſided would be completely ſovereigu [m].” Our conſtitution, 


In A isset uf every one elle, has no other rule to parſue but the counſels of his 
own reaſon; and, in conſequence of this independence, he js freed All ſubjection to abother's 
will. In he. is dale onde of fimbelf and his kons But the caſe is not the ſame with 
a man who is is ſuppoſed to be dependent on another, as ON his ſuperior and maſter. The ſenſe of 
this dependence ought" naturally to engage the inferior to take the will of him on whom he de- 
eee. This has more or leſs extent and eſſect, in proportion as the 
luperiority of ee the other, is nr | 

[m] Blickſions | | 
Vor. 1. : 5040.1 24653 therefore, 


ws... g's sf 1e 4. © Ik 
eherefoces; i in 1 colony is far from *A agreeable to. uh the Fit 
"of the En gliſh conſtitution ; it 1 is not ſo perfect as our "firſt ein. 
ture, confiling only of a governor. and a council of repreſentatives 
of the people; which were each independent of the other rin their 
legiſlative, functions. When the privy-council (Which Jeem to 
| baye been aſſociated with the governor origtbally, 281 have before 
o remarked, as adviſers to him. i in the exerciſe of his executiye and 
legiſlative powers) became afterwards, by their own authority, 
converted into à third branch; there was " hocedlanidy an end put 
to the exiſtence of a true and conſtitutional legiſlature. The privy- 
council, an unſtable, dependent body, put in or turned out of 
their office at pleaſure: of the ſupreme executive powers, preſumed 
to be under the conſtant influence f that power, by hopes, fears, 
reward, or cannot be deemed to form a conſtitutional 
check on the e diſpoſition or actual incroachments of a go- 
verner, or other miniſter, on the rights and immunities of the 
people; and, when attached by friendihip, fear, ſervility, a ſenſe 
of their dependent ſtate, or othet® motibe, to a governor's: mea- 
ſures, they deſtroy that due equipoiſe which ought e be maintained 
between the cron and the ſubject; they likewiſe diminiſh in no 
ſmall degree the legiſlative independency of the people's repreſen- 
tatives. I have before ſhewn,' that the king's will is the ſole con- 
ſtituent of à privy. counſellor But, although the king's will is 
ſufficient for this particular end, ãt follows not, that, by willing 
them to be privy-· counſellors, he at the ſame time wills them to be 
a legiſlative body. It is trur, that, on becoming counſellors by 
the king's will, they exeraiſt a legiſlative power; but they muſt 
either found this power on the kings will, or their on. In eithier 
caſe it is demonſtrable, that ſuch a power cannot be conſtitutionally 
maintained nor exerciſed upon ſuch a foundation 
As the ſovereign holds his. legiſlatie power We of che will 
of each member of ſociety ; it is evident no man can. confer upon 
another a right which he has not in himſelf; and conſequently the 
legiſlative power of the crown is not to be extended beyond, this 
limit. No derived power (as the aſſembly obſerved, in their addreſs 
to the king, in lord Carliſle's titne,) is greater than the primitive. 


To the ſame effect ſays the 3 Locke: < the will of be 
7 F | : 4 * PEO 
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| «. people/aloye eam appoint the form of the commonwealth ; ; which 
« js; by conſlituting the legiſlative, and appointing in Whoſe hands 
« that hall be. And, when the people have ſaid, We will ſubmit 
« ta, rules, and be governed. by laws, made by ſuch: men, and i in | 
ſuch forms; no body elſe can fay, Other men ſhall make laws 
« for them; nor can the people be bound by ay laws but ſuch as 
are. by thoſe whom they have r authorized to 
% akg laws for them. The: power of the legiſlative, being de- 
e from the. people by a paſitiye voluntary, grant and inſtitu- 

« tian: can. be no other, than what that poſitive grant conveyed; 
« hich heing only to make laws; and not to make legiſlators, the 
„ legiſlative can have no right to transfer their authority of making 
laws, and place it in other hands: the legiſlative neither muſt nor 
« can trans fet the power of making laws to any body elſe, nor place 
it any where, but where the people have. It is not conſtitu- 
tionally, then, in the power of the crown to elect a legiſlature of 
its on, to give laws to the people: nor does this impeach the 

king's right of delegating his negative voice to the governor here on 
bills paſſed hy the aſſembly; for it is well known, that the king does 
delegate a like authority (as it were by proxy) to execute, by com- 
miſſion, the royal will and power, in the proroguing, adjourning, or 
diſſolving, the parliament, as well as in declaring the royal aſſent or 
negative to parliamentary bills, which have paſſed the two houſes. 
His delegation, therefore, is of a like authority, by commiſſion under 
the great Jeal, to his governor here, and is legal, and conſiſtent with the 
foregoing principles. But, as the ſecond legiſlative branch, orhouſe 
of lords, could not ſuhſiſt here as in England, becauſe we have not 
that claſs of ſuhjects among us, there was no room left. for any but 
the two. other conſtitutional bende conſiſting of king and com- 
mons; the parliament of Great - Britain, and people of the colony. 
having not interpoſed, nor empowered the crown by any puſitive act 
to confer legiſlative authority on a third branch. 

The aſſemblies of this iſland have always been ſummoned by writ 
directed to the ptovoſt- marſhal-general, who, ſtands for high- 
ſneriff in this ſyſtem: but the privy- council are called together by 
no writ, nor any other way than by notice or letter from their clerk, 


like the privy- council i in Great-Britain ; ; for, as tney could. not by 
Qi, B b 2 mere 


= aun A CF 11 . 4007 
are etbwn be malle u legiſlstive body, and were not 
gay aud legally endued with the rights and powers zaeidental 
to 1 Brit legzi ature, they <cannot- fene make themſelves What 
E. Perch Bien elf is unable to make chem. Parliathentaby' writs 
of fhittibhs atk HAGER to both houſes ex 2/376 Juftirie ; and chibi the 
 <biiftitarivhal mode of their affembling for Kgiflative purpoſez, and 
to which” they ate” entitled "as of tight, in the fame matinerarthey 
are ro ay other conſtitutional"right: "fo, if they. were voluntarily 
10 Alletubſe withoar" rHefe Writs,” their x would Hot be called 
4 parliament, but 1'&otivention ; which was the caſe When Junves II. 
abdicated.” Tue pittiatiichit' wit afterorards neceſſitated to enact 4 
ne for maleing tHe tels of hat Convention legal. Bot te theſe 
Walts, or any fümtaons reſettibling them, our priryzecuseih being 
nc. Cönfltutfonüf Pert or the leginlitüre, are not entitled, and cannot 
WL: together in this manner for legiſlative purpoſes. Their 
mecting is in the nature of- 4 convetitie] and chefr- ads of Negiſla· 
noh would have ne ſtamp of leglity, ir the laws; paſſed in the 
cout ſe of erely ſeffon, alt not in Tone degree conſer it pro tempore 
im the enactipg part, by the words, „ Beit enacted by the governor, 
council; and afſetnbly;”” Inu cheſs acts, the aſſembly pray or 4 
tition is Which "Intticates Ort ſole. 5 — 


AMS ep ben rc ir di abr unde frahn Uretr ror 
voluntary grant, and has nor therefore been obtained im fo effectual 
x manner; as to teſtify a full and abſolutely perfect conſent on their 
2 which, 'Ttideed; could only be: manifeſted by their inſtructing 

| ves to paſs a bill for eſtabliſhing the privy-council 
for the time being into a diſtinct branch of the legiſlature. 1 ſhall 
add further, on the preceding Head,” that the proclamation,, iffued- 
in his majeſty's name for calling the aſſembly to meet after a. pro- 
-Fogation, extends to the aſſembly, or houſe of repreſentatives only. 
This, in fome colonies, is called the; «-general aſſembly;“ and, 
in others, « the commons houſe of aſſembly.” But, in Great- 
Britain, his majeſty's proclamation in the like caſe runs to the 
parliament' generally; which word comprehends the upper and 
wer houſes, - n G they WY of the . 
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ail, roſpecting their legiſlative buſineſs, are at this day entered up 
in che ſame manner as the minutes of the privy-eouucil, the go- 
vornot s name excepted. They begin with the names of the mem- 
bers preſeot, the preſident or ſenior counſellor being the firſt· named. þ 
la the / like manner were their journals or minutes. kept in former 
tit. when the governors! ſat with them; only with this difference, 
that the/governor's.name: was alſo inſerted as preſent among them; 
in Which they followed the method of the ptivy- council in Great- 
Britain whoſe! minutes begin thus, preſent the King's moſt ex- 
Sceollent tnajeſty : Then follows the lord preſident's name; and 
after him the other members, according to ſeniority, The go- 
vernot shame was not omitted, till our privy- council took occaſion 
to vote themaſelves into a diſſ inct legiſlative body; when they like- 
wiſe made a diſtinction between their minutes and journals, aſſign- 
ing the, former to their proceedings as a priry- council, and the 
latter (in itmitation of the houſe of lords) as a receptacle for their 
leg iſtati vn buſineſs. This expedient ſhews clearly the embarraſſment 
they were under, and the utter impoſſibility they found, in at- 
tempting the. unnatural incorporation of a privy and a legiſlative 
council. In ſhort, could we ſuppoſe a while the houſe of lords to 
be wholly extinct by the natural death of all the peors of Great- 
Britain and their male line, and that the king thought fit to create 
no new ones; but; in order to have a third eſtate in the realm, 
ſhould take upon him to let the members of his privy-· council ex- 
erciſe the ſame powers and rights, and fill this gap in the Britiſh + 
legiſlature with that body of ſubje&s ; who is there would: not ſay 
this mode of creating ſuch a branch is illegal; and inconſiſtent with 
the Britiſh frame and conſtitution of government, from whence 
aloue the legiſlative-vrders of the kingdom are to derive their for- 
mation and eſſence, and which have given the ſovereign no power 
to ſubſtitute amy other form, or to ſupply ſuch a defect if ſuch 
ſhould ever happen; by any other means than what that conſtitution : 
has preſeribed; "namely; by his majoſty's ennobling his privy- council, 
ot a number of any other of the common people, and ſo eg 
+ new body of peers m the room of the former one? This high 
prerogative whe doubtleſs allowed the ſovereign, that he mig ht from 
time to time replevifh;the- houſe of PoETS: with new. members ; and, » 


E 2 by / 


the powers and rights hereditarily appurtenaut to nobility, 


R Tumult of faction, and obſtruct, by vain controverſy, the public 
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ths wrong fa . 
ſerve it from Halli 10 ter deeszp; and Löpport in peryeniicy 8 
_vſefula coutiter-balainee in the ſcale of legiſlature. + But although | 
the ſovereign; in virtue of this” prerogative, ſeems to ee 900 ; 

of this legifativeBtavch; yet let not an argument be drawn from 
hence, to thew-the legality or right of his couſtitoting a diſtinct 
legiſlatiye branchi in the eolonies: | The barons and commons of the 
realm” wefe the original brentors bf the houſe of peers, and the 
founders of this prerogative, to enſure to their poſterity an effecC- 
dual check on deſpotiſm in the ſovereigu, on oppreſnom und ambition 
im tlie barons or powerful landholders, and on the leveling ſpirit 
of the common people. The ſobereĩgn is obliged to exerciſe this 
prerogatite at the tequeſt of the nation ; and though, by the exer- 
elſe of iti peer are created and in virtue of the royal patent enjoy 
and, 
among the reſt, thoſe of legiſlation and juriſdiction over all the in- 
ferior courts; yet they-are entitely independent of their creator, the 
ſovereigu. Admitting, therefore, that the king is bound to give 
his Britiſh ſubjects in the colonies: Britiſh conſtitution of govern» 
ment in all practicable forms, and that he may eteate a third le- 
giſlative body there, in as ſtrict conformity as poſſible to the houſe of 
peers; it is undeniable; that this conformity and due ſimilitude 
is nat, cannot be, maintained, unleſs the Wray created be lett 
| entitely independent of the crown. A eu 
This reaſoning, applied to the Adee 6 our . at 
preſent mbdeled, ſeems to prove it extremely incongruous with the 
ſpirit and frame of that of Great - Britain: and, if it may not re- 
ceive amendment in this reſpect, I ſhould eſteem it the intereſt of 
our privy-oouieil, compoſed of gentlemen 'who hold a large ſhare 
of property in the iſland, and who muſt ſtand or fall with it, to 
handle the buſineſs of their legiſlative with the utmoſt delicacy and 
moderation; in ſuch a way as is becoming and neceſſary in all caſes 
where the right of 'ufing certain powers, which affect the well- 
being of a whole ſociety, is in the leaſt queſtionable; for, when ex- 
erciſed otherwiſe, it muſt tend to diſturb the public peace with the 


Juſtice, * and happineſs. It is anden 10 expect, that the 
* * : | people 


- 


Bo ok 1 CHAP. W. 4 APPEND. 191 


people of Jamaica will erer be brought to acknowledge, 1 the 
e ee n isa 
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3 25 . by act of 2 3 a ram, a.the 
eledive body of people in the ifland, and confirmed — 
crown, or by an act of parliament. - -\For-exataple's fake only, 1 ſhall 
here delineate” a plan which perhaps might effectually anſwer the 
purpose u ind, eb, ae n een 
Let us ſuppoſe, then, the privy - council to be diveſted of every 
function, except "what is peculiar and proper to them as a privy- 
council ; ad to eonſiſt, as how, of twelve members appointed by 
bis mijeſty ptivy- cal, Who, by way of diſtinction above the or- 
dinary claſs of ſubſects, mighi be knighte t. 
In order 40 forin? a third, diſtinct, and independent legiſlative 
tate; twelve men of good ability, and clear fortune in the iſland 
to a ſpetiſie amount, might be returned hy the aſſembly out of theic 
own' body. Theſe twelve gentlemen, aſſiſted by the chief. juſtice 
and attorneycgeneral (to adviſe, but not to vote), would form a third 
eltate. They ſhould be ſummoned regularly, at every meeting of 
aſſembly by writ, and hold their legiſlative and -hadicial offices 
quanidig"fe dene geſſerimt.. Their judicature ſhould lie in matters of 
error and fine. For offences againſt the duties of their office, the 
members individually thould'be-.ſubject $#0.4mpeachments-, from, the 
houſe” of repteſvntatives; and, if found guilty upon a fair, trial, at 
which - the chiefꝗjuſtice might preſide as high ſteward, they ſhould 
de excluded pro tempore from their) legiſlative and judicial functions 
by the governor; and, in caſe the ſenteuce ſhould be afterwards con- 
firmed/ by the crown, the delinquents ſhould be diſqualiſied from 
ever acting again in their former di. and an eas! number 
called up to ſerve in their place. 9. nd Ur Ban ole 422145: 14 
Upon an equal diviũon of votes on "ſuch 8 the. final deter- 
mination might ireſt with his - nigh on conlideration of the whole 
evidence * both ſides the ä Au d: 43m 
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An bacshgles happening freun time to time; by.death prodiſguali- 
_ fication; theuld be ſupplied iw iih t perſens: choſen by thecrawyy 95 
governor, out of the principal frecholders, having: the legal quali- 
cation of landed income ; and ſummoned to ſetve by 4 50 of 
patent. under the great deal bf GwatzBritgn, or the iſland, 
Members, abſent ftom the iſland - for. the time of more * a 

_ r/Avemonits.amd. a day, dhould: mot. fte Dr UE. to. be ißhend, 
be agaln admitted to their ſuncton till 2 "pr gag 4 
when they arenen babe steinig. 1% 00 1 

he chief adde and attoriiey - general bt;be. pr Wy 590 9 25 
and vote at elections for tepreſentatiyss in 2 10 & 

gible into the. houſe: of aſſembly during the tenure of 4 

offices, 0 „fte od 0:4 le- Zvνt-ë * Sede . 
ehe pe- cvunell, beigg- ue, :conhned within, their juſt and 
proper depattment, would not be diſabled from bald ing 2 ſhare in 
legiſlation ; for they might (the laweotficers encepted) be. aligib 
into the aſſembly, if the people ſhould think fat to gle, chem.. To 
5 ondlue weight being thrownnto the, calr by this means 
the popular intenſt, and to remove. anꝝ jeoalouſy they might 
ow againſt the privy-counſellors 3 fix additigual. repreſentatives, 
vis. two for each county, might be given to the houſe, , repre- 
ſentatives ;- which would make the Aale, e. of Ha body | 
amount tc forty-nine. Gulag, began d bse v ! 
The two legiſlative branches might be difinguilþed, under the 
title of 4 The upper Houſe,” and the lower, or Common, 
* houſe. ee 19, 253402; 2444 unge $+249N0 d ahn has tc: 10 

Obdjections may be made to this plan, 10 reſpect to the gest 

number of abſentees, and a:ſcatcity f perſons here ficly qualified 

The whole number! that would compoſe. the privy- council, ,vpper 
and lower houſes,” amounts only to fixty-eight--perſons, | ſuppoſing 
the privy-comneil to obtain ſeate in the aſſembly, which would 
probably happen; and ſurely the iſland is populous enough to 
ſupply much more than that number of mall ques purſes 
The chief-juſtice and judges. of the ſupremt court, together with 
the attorney-general, might, if the crown thought fit, be. all of the 
privy-council :- in this caſe, there would be leſs inconvenience in 
finding proper men to fill the ſeveral departments. 1 would not be 
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underſtood to mean this as a compleat deſcription - of what an 
_ uppet legiſlative houſe might or ovght to be; but only as a ſketch 
or hint on which others, endued with better capacity, may im- 
prove, and reduce into mort perfect form. Something of this kind 
ſeems tequitod, te make our Gorftitation' more truly Britti tfrati 
at preſent it is. If the limits of this third branch were clearly and 
coriftiborionallyplaniied? aud afvertained, 1 am perſuaded tie go- 
verntnein of ehhrs and would hot after walds be ſo ofteti embarraſſed 
wich the (ifs ande mithefitkes ef corner? aud uffetnbly, affernbly 
and fer the reſpeRtive' branches muſt then know and 
acknowledgoeachviothorts rights aid guriflittions, ab plain and un- 
doubted? they would therefore cooperate; - - withour jealoufy or ap- 
prehenfion, Vin giving energy” and” tranquility to- adtmitfftration; 
whilſt: they, who Held in this fant,” or were deſitous' of 
botomichs Ritlers i166" weeld'be-muct better ſatisfied; when they 
found thatthey could, een in his rethbte/patr of tlie empire, enter 
into full enjoy ment and inherftance of a ple Btttint form 
of goyerhment! The preſet form of gdvettiherit tray be tegarded 
A men che Wremoft of provincfal "grievances; it is a monſter 
_ rhat oed itb Vii to corrupt and unfetrlecf titties at home ; but 
_ the ibcottpetlibrſdes tit Have refilted® from it, both® to the Mand 
and the init Rive pee ſb notorious, thar we can hardly find 
a reaſdn für ts 57125 gurt füffered to exiſt,” The dread of beginning 
to make A fefortn has 5 ph hoe both! parties, and filled them 
with trete jealdufics than there was oecafion for. A meaſure ſo 
cipable Of Ritmitation as this cantiot be introtluctve of hurt to the 
jult rigkits of prerogative! on che one file; or of popular liberty on 
_ the other; -Hbr48 it t6 be confideretit the Vgtit- of an innovation, 
idee it only ends to affimilate the govertinient of a Britiſh colony 
nearer ti that of the motlier ſtate; the vitue and merit of which 
conſiſt in tlie baläncelit preſerves, between che ruling powers and 
the ſubordinafe N of the ſociety. Aud no ſolid reaſon can , 
be alledged, why thbſe ſubjecks, who, for the benefit of the na- 
tion, <0 detached themſelves into the {mat}, diſtanit, provincial 
commutiities dught to be precluded from fact a close and hecellary 
affimilätion, ic e arenen! al 7 Wo 2 | 
| VBI. I.. imad 1 er e eee (8. , 
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IN che firſt chapter I gave a ſhott and general account of e 
ſtruggle. wherein. the people of the colony were, engaged with their 
governor lord Carlile j in the years\a678,and:11679+ But, as) this is * 
matter of greater importance than any occurring in the annals. of 
Jamaica government, Iſthought it would . 
give the reader, in. this place, a more minute detail of it; fitſt r | 
briefly, ſorae, paxticylars,. happened during the, antecedent ad. 
miniſtrations,. and; have, not hefore been mentioned. lat obe, 
lard, Windigr atriyed. as governor; to, ſuccged. colonel DO. He 
was, accompanied; by. dir Charles Lyttelton, Who, Was appointed 
chancellor 125 lieutenant-goyernor-.; They brought-the king, pro- 
clamation for, encouraging, the ſettlement of the iſland, a. great 
r e Faden His, lordſhip performed: overy thing that coudö 
be expected from him toward fulfilling the intent of his majeſtys 
proclamation. . But ſome rumours aroſe among the iphabirants, . that 
he 1 0 A to exact many exorbitant fees, and, taxes, on the great 
ſeal and land, on ſugars, and, other icar „ This ſuſpicion, 
which Was induſtriouſly ſpread through. the iſland, and too readily 
credited, excited ſo. much diſguſt ; in, the. minds of. the. old ſoldiers, 
that they were almoſt driven to autiny. . The governors, in order 
to preyent.a general revolt, cauſed ſome of the leadiug men among 
them to be ſeized, and. Keen a ſtrong guard. But, as 
the 1 reſt ſtill continued. to murmug, and threatened to relinquiſh 
their plantations, his lordſhip,. to remove their Jjealouſies, pybliſhed. 
a declaration; 3 Wherein,, after .expreſling . his great regard for the 
intereſt and happineſs of the people, he aſſured them, that. the re- 
ports of. intended ſeal: fees and taxes were raiſed by incendiaries. and 
diſturbers of the public peage;, that they weren utterly falle and 
groundleſs; that no ſuch impoſitions had . be geraintes . 


the inhabitants, a0 mou never congur in burthening them more 
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then ad de 17th of Ma "Ac 0 7 at Port Roy PIO is ſaid 
of them bak the. WE ers we verz un e nel well, and 
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and alſo of 21 DT RR 8 For more than three 


months ; 0 at they fat, alt rn 975 at, 1 c ia Veg a and 
Port 105 Val, e former. the ſeat Of government, he 5880 of. ede. 


N ahl Rd er materia curred. ring Sir Char 1 0 treſton's 5 
ps ve No 85 bi further 185 fallen tr 55 Ae com- 
paſs of my inform tion. But the opinion 1 of this gentleman reſpefting 
Jamaica muſt nc ˖ the omitted... He was ordered, (as 4 all her colony 
gove ernors were), to lay, his obſer vations before. his maj eſty in coun- 
* weng His , his other remarks, wri ten it in 1665, Are t 1 following : 
15 Thel 1 Ut, lays. he, i Fats and « caly, and was not truly 
0 (if I may have the liberty to ſay ſo) diſagreeable ; ſo are the laws, 
« in their, cution; neither merchant nor, planter, that 1 know 
the fray diffarisfed;, every cauſe.” being determined in ſix 
3 e With 301. or 495. ck arges. The: acts of aſſembly : are here 
4 ſent, ade moſt Hurably, defired to be "confirmed by his, majeſty. 
7 The people are in general eaſy to be governed; yet apter to be 


1 led, than driven.” TH this Po. we may ene that Abe 
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choſen l for theit knowl: ge I trade or plantions, bur 
for their plant diſpoſition to'aflift the king's deſign of oſtablichng ar- 
bitrary government in the colonies, entirely diſturbed this good. 
order; and the laſt obſer ation of Sir «nicer was* folly vet rified In: 
- ps „ Ft, WY 484 14 A * ts by — N 4 "ets * 5 . "$7 "LM 4 
4. Sir Thomas Mbdiioha N ens to- Ly dend, "convened. 
as ee 7 who, for "ſome reaſvgs which do det appear, came 
together with a tempet very different from their predeceſſors. The 
houſe was divided into factions, and proceeded with all the heat and 
turbulence uſually attendant upon panty” feuds, They: were pro- 
From time to, time;-and at gth-" difſalved : after if 
s governor thought | proper. to call no more aſſemblies during the 
remainder of his adminiſtration. In the courſe "of; their fein be. 
learn, that the clerk of the houſe,. having perſuaded. them to leave 
the king's s, name our of the reyenye-billl in the enadting part, and to» 
inſert the x governor' 5, as perſonating' the king in the office of Polling | 
the act; was: taken” out. of the houſe. by the - goveroorty- Watrant, 
committed to and there detained for ſome time after the dic. 
ſolution of that aſſembly. This anecdote obably Furniffies the 
cauſe of the animoſities prevailing in the houſe. The form of. 
enaQting had been preſcribed in- the ; king's 1 iniracions to the go+ 
vernor. Their objection lay to the inſertion of the king e name in 
a money bill, confidering it as very different from other bills, which 
were not to take a permanent effect until reviſed at home; eee 
the proviſtons in their money-bill were immediately to take place, 
and would expire before the crown could have notice of them : 5 
therefore, the governor's conſent was al-ſufficient.” The true in- 
tention of this effort on the revenue bill, perhaps, was, to exclude: 
the: crown in future from a double negative, If they had carried 
their point in this inſtance in a money-bill, tliey might have intro- 
duced the ſame form i into all. their other bills, and ſo eſtabliſhed: 
their principle, «. thatz- the governor being here the repreſentative 
« of the crown,. his a& ſhou!d bind the Crown ; ; and the operation 
* of their laws, thus paſſed, not be impeded « ors Glades, by waiting 
for the King's determination upon them.” Whatever might be 
their true realons, it is certain this early ſpirit -of oppoſition only 
ſerves to quicken the plan, chen under  confideration of his .ma- 
5 Wi © | jeſty, 
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_ contrived; as to take from their aſſembly all power f defending 
theraſelves' againſt: any future act of a mars upon. en 
either by the crown or its governor. wy 
tube cart of Curlifle was: ſelected for carrying «into execution. 
His commiſſion, dated the iſt of March, 1678, empowered him, 
among other things, to ſummon general aſſemblies of the free- 
« holders and planters within the iſland, and other the territories. 
„ thereon, depending, in ſuch manner and form as had been for- 
merly practiſed and uſed in the iſland; and to agree and couſent 
« to all laws, ſtatutes, and ordinances, for the public peace; welfare, . 
und goed government, of the mand, and territories thereunto be- 
«longing, and of the and inhabitants: which ſaid laws, &c. 
being framed with the advice abd conſent of the council, ſhould: 
be tranſmitted to his majeſty; to be by him approved, and re- 
emitted back under the gteat ſesſ of Eugland; the ſaid laws, &c. 
eto be framed as near 28 conveniently might' be to the laws and 
„ ſtatates of England.“ A power was like wiſe given him, upon 
* invaſion, rebellion, or any ſudden and neceſfary emergency, to- 
% paſs laws, with conſent of the aſſembly only, for raifing money, 
and without tranſmitting ſuch money- bills to his majeſty.” 
The earl arrived here the 19th of July; and brought with him: 
ſeveral laws, modeled by the lords commiſſioners for trade according 
to the Iriſh oonſtitution, with the great ſeal of. England affixed to 
them. Among aan. 8 0 8 ow ac for N a.  perpetount 
_« revenue.” 
It was Pebeidedt by e ebneiMog aid! rnflitiftions,: hat the af. 
ſembly ſhould give their conſent to this bundle of laws without the- 
power of examining, or objecting to, any part of them; that no aſ- 
ſembly ſhould be called, except by ſpecial order from England, or- 
upon any extraordinary emergency. This was the intention oy" the: 
words, inſerted in the commiſfion, * neceffary emergency 3 * for, 
under the latitude of their copſtruction, it was left in the governor's * 
diſeretion to judge of, and to create, that neceſſity in what manner, 
and as often or as ſeldom ae, he pleaſed: Thie aſſembly were never 
to deliberate on new laws, nor on amendments to old ones. All 
their laws in future were to be. faamel by the governor and his 
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Fly, for introducing into this colony 4 new fratne of legiſlation, ſo 
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privy-councils and cemitged; from heit hard te his Mejcſty ; an, 
aftet cecgiviag : his apœeohatign, they wert beicetorned under the 
Riede, {ea heb gem by the generab aſſembly . after the: uſage of 
Ireland. This was the new ſyſte mne, legiſlatios intended 16 br ſet 
Up, in,Japaica; Ang hopes, to;eftablith;irsc hie ard ip ic edit ) 

flved out wits forecalling; amatlembly., 1Op-theiganerings they 
| chote colouel, Heeſtqn for; their fpeakes. During rhe ſeſſion, his 
lordſhip made frequent, offers togorraptthe:merabers,abdprefitd and 
importuned them, without, ceaſing: toſpaſs che: budy of laws ſent 
over. But they ſtill modeſtly neſiſted his atterapts and inſuations; 
dechring, .st.thatithe anpde;. Brahe gd avaprepugnaNt, 40 the-con- 
_ <Nituktion ,of England, igf. Which coyutcy hey were the natural 

*« lubjects;;,aud;that they were not; deficous of; living under any 
other than ther laws, of England." His lerdſhip, findiug he could 
not then prevail, and that he. revenue was ſettled. gave them leave 
to paſs a rexene bill for. ane ear 's duration. This he bgned5:iand 
«then diſſolyed Them. HP revious, however, to their diſſolut ion, 
they, rejected one by ne all the laws which his lordſhip had: im- 
ported, with, him 5. and, paſſed. an. addteſs, requeſting, that he would 
7 Wich hig ngjelty for a change of orders 
| lordſhip aceordingly repreſented their abhorrenee to the new 
| W an and the conſidetation of the buſineſs, was thereupon referred 
to the lords ot, trade, Who, With more obſtinacy than wiſdom; ad- 
hered to their former plan; and, upon their report to the king in 


council, the very, me body of laws was again ſent to the go- 
vernor, accompanied with his majeſty's order in council, that theſe 


laws ſhould once more be: tendered to the aſſembly; and, in cafe of 
their refuſal to paſs them, that he ſhould inſtautly diſſolve the 
houſe, and continue to govern without an aſſembly. Such was the 
pernicious advice offered by the miniſters. of the board of trade to 
Sus: majeſty. The illegality of it was .aftefwards proved by the 
opinion of the twelve judges; the tyranny. it was calculated to en- 
force is almoſt without example, In a more virtuous age, ſuch 
counſel would have been thought a ſufficient E for een 
And ringing them to condign puniſhment. _ & 

Jo 2 1679, the governor was no ſooner poſſelſed of this anatherns 
* i . ſummoned, an nh of Nied .colopel Beeſton was 


again 
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again, choſem ſpeaker. . The laws, which had been enaQted in lord 
Vaughan s adminiſtration,» were continued by proclamation during 
His majeſty's pleaſure... His lordſhip then communicated, his orders 


to.thejaflembly ; who received them ſubmiſhyely, but with a fixed - 


agd upavimous determivation not to comply with them. However. 
as they perceived themſelves ſtrongly; urged. by. the, governor, both 
with . perſuaſion. and remonſtrance; and that they were reduced to- 
VVV 
tution propoſed ; they privately agreed to take. Advantage of Fa Po. 
| pular rumour, at that time current, that the F rench bad me urated.-. 
a deſcent upon the ifland. They hinted therefore, to has 'lordihip 
how neceffaty it Was, at this alarming junctu te, that the officers - 
het afteidiog in the aflembly aud council mould, for the general. 
ſafety, be diſperſed to their reſpective commands, in prder to guard - 
the"coaſts, © Their teal deſign, ' couched under this eufble repre-- 
ſentation of their danger, was merely to gain time „ ich they . 
hoped might produce ſome alterations in their faygur, or at jeaft 
enable” them to conſult” together with” more privacy, Ca Atieſs, : 
and attention, in regard to rHe ſteps they göglr to purſue ou this 
trying occaſion- Having paffed a bil for continuing the impoſt 
ſix months longer, they prefented it to His l6rdthip ; With a re 
queſt, by their ſpeaker, that he would” prorogite® them for ſome 
time, that they might take proper meaſures for ſecttifig the iflald 
againſt the expected attack. His lordſhip, inffüenced by the dread 
of a foreign enemy, readily affented to their defire, figned" the bilt,”. 
and prorogued the houſe to the 20th of Ocrobert Tliey employed 
this precious intervab in adyiſing with their conſtituents, and framing 
an addreſs? tohis-myjeſty- againſt the new model? which was 
brought in, and reſolve@ im their next feſſion, n 
On their meeting again according to the prorogation, his lordſhip - 
rene wedꝰ his careſſes and moſt preſſing intreaties ; labouring to con- 
vince them, that it muſt tend inconceivably to promote their intereſt” 
and welfare, if they would ſubmit to-weat the badge of flavery ma- 
dufactured fer rern by the lords of trade. Hut the aſſembly prac- 
ted eyery art to ſpin out the time with a variety of delays; and by 
this means avdided coming to the point with bim until the 1Ath of 
November, when they preſented him with their addreſs to the king. 
11 ts ton een Tod Neo at tf: im 
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in auſwer 10 the report of the lords of trade; and after feveral 
meetings of committees, aud attendahces upon his excellency, 
they by degrees yored againſt every one 'of the laws tranffnlitted 

from Ebglaud: / The See, equally Kieprized and <nrage? at 
-rheir firmneſs and Unabimity, perceiving that all His gentle arts of 
petſilpion, were diſregarded, began to try” the effects of intimida- 
tion. He threatened, that, if they perfiſted in their refuſal, he, 
would find a way to puniſh ſuch ſtubborn diſobedience, by {ending 
the leaders of them priſoners to England, to be dealt with there 4 
his ma jeſty as. difaffeted and rebellious to government. 

On the iſt ö December, he commanded the ſpeaker, , with the 
-whole hoe, to attend him ; and then, produced before them the 
(fr: of an oath. draun up by himſelf, / which he informed them 


was. à teſt of their principles and loyalty ;. and that, if any perſon 
among tem refuſed| to take it, he ſhould conſider the recuſant as | 


Jdifaffeted to his majeſty' S government,. He inſiſted they. ſhould all reine 
take the oath, in his preſence;; aud began firſt, with their ſpeaker, a m0 
colonel Beeſton, wipe. on its being . to him, deſited to be to ca 
excuſed, addiug, * that he had oſten taken the oaths of e * 


4 « and ſupremacy, and: was ready on all, occaſions, to. take them as ta 
in that he knew. of no other oaths, impoſed. on his majeſty's.. | But; 
F jeQs, by. law, and therefore. would not, take this, for which. durin 
66 there was ho authority. Upon this ſpeech, ſeveral, members, the p 
both of council, and aflembly,. refuſed the teſt. This reſolute con- ur 
duct 7008 his lordſhip beyond all the limits of moderation aud 
He broke out into the moſt paſſionate gcſticulations; up · tendir 
braiding hn in a ſtrain of bitter inyective, and even;ſcurxility; venor. 
diſtinguiſhing A ew among the recuſants more particularly with ſent 4 
abuſe and inſult. This furious demeanor ſo terrified ſome; of the eard 
members ef -cach body, that about four or Gre f. e Were: wa 
ſillanimous enough to ſwallow the oath; | 

But let. it be recorded, to the eternal 3 of the zer dark 

that they rejected hisKillegal propoſition with the diſdain it de- 
| eryed.; and held ſuch command over their paſſions at this trying 


criſis, that, oonſidering the governor, a meer tool of oppreſſton. land, 
employed by his ſuperiors to carry this odious meaſure; into execu- the ea 

tion, they deemed him unworthy their reſentment, and returned chargi 
is Vo 
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his inſolent language with nothing but a ſilent contempt. This 
was an enample of cool >forbearance, ſingular in theſe times, aud 

clearly indicated the good ſenſe and manly fortitude which cha- 
daacdte fired theſe t Patriots. Among the conti was | colonel Long, 
who Was likewiſe chlef juſtice ef the ifland. Ile had warmly op- 
poſed the introduction of this Iriſh model; and declared his ap- 
probation of the ſpeaker's reaſons for refuſing the oath. The go- 
vernor was e xaſperated with a peculiar raucour againſt both theſe 
gentlemen, but more eſpecially the former, whom therefore he 
immediately ſuſpended from his ſeat in council, and diſmiſſed him 
from all his other poſts andemployments. - His excellency diflolved 
the alſetnbly;"atid determiiviedito call no more; but, finding himſelf 
generally: abhorred for His violences, and dreading, perhaps, the 
reſentment of an enraged people. he tbok a reſolution about the 
middle of April, 1680, of departing for England with all coi- 
venient ſpeed- That he might preſent himſelf before majeſty in 
a more acceptable manner, and make ſome amends for his inability 
to carty 0 favourite à point which the (miniſtry had eſpouſed and 
recommended to his management, he determined to take with him, 
as ſtate priſoners, ſeveral of the leading men among his opponents. 
But; recolleaing afterwards the inconveniency of being burthened 
during the voyage-with fo great a number, he ſingled out two of 
the OE. Long and Belton; cominanding the former to re- 
board che fate ſhip which was to convey his excellency. 
Beeſton had juſt before engaged for paſſage in another veſſel, in- 
tending a voyage to England on his private affairs: but the go- 
venor, being infortned that He was not ſeriouſly bent on the voyage, 
ſent for the attorney c general to acquaint | him with what he had 
heard; and deſired him to let colonel Beeſton know, that his ex- 
celleney expeded, and inſiſted on, his immediate embarking. That 
he might make ſure of colonel Long, he committed him to priſon, 
and the: e kept him until the ſhip was ready for ſea; at which time, 
his excelleney cauſed him to be conveyed on board, ad carried him 
a priſoner to England. This gentleman, after being landed in Eng- 
land, exhibited ſeveral articles before his majeſty in council againſt 
the earl; accuſing him of ſundry: miſdemeanours i in government; 
charging him particularly with having given private encouragement. 
Vor. I. | Dd to 
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to many noted, pirates, and ſhared in, heit beety. Fhe een made 


but a very imperſect deſenee : conßſting chiefly, of reerimi nations 
on his accuſer, as the: chief adtiſer and abettor of che party who 
had manifeſted ſo much diſobedienae to hid Majeſty s orders 3 the 
which was the more cenſurable, es he had been one of the priv y- 
council. In what manner their diſpute terminated is not at preſent 


material to. ſet forth. The public conteſt withithe iſland was upon 


a reference: to all the judges, des ided entirely in their favour, as 1 
have before related; and hei old frame of government reſtoted to 
them, With man gtaciaue aſſuranees ſrem die throne. The dif 
creet ond, and, viidaunted; ſpiniten of: thoſe virtuous patriots, 
ho had Rand forth and ſueceſa fully oppoſed this execrable; Mmachi- 
tion, under fo. many diſadvantages, and with ſo much loſs to 
their private. fortunes, ang highly tobe reſpected. Their memory 
deſerves the) ſk cp ed 2ivatg.of pcawium from the preſent in- 
habitants, and, t9:he-t with honaur through every fuc- 
ceeding generation: fos it igito than wer owe, in a great meaſure, 
the preſent flouriſhing ſtate o the, Hand, en couch bot have re- 
| ſulted from a deſpotic frame of SAVER Mend: :; £1 24 A. £5 1 1 2 2 
Sadness Th Zuge! £51 FI ua ibaol 91 13:10:14; 1999 IF 03˙ K+ 97 * N 
AzarBacy of as eee orga MiyoTzs,.of the two 
 AS$EMBLIEs: beld by. his Excelleney the BAU of n 
31 01 7 101 oy, Haid 1658, Sept. th. brig GRO [1 Mal ++ 
Upon the; queſtions on the, bill, of revenue x ww whk 
under the great ſeal of England to be; palled. here, the: houſe. align, 
ag.theix firſt reaſon-againſt conſentig40.itz..1_ > +1 / «> 
_Becavfe: no:money., Was ever raiſed in Jamnica:by, onder of . the 
2 and council, unleſs in cone D'OQpley's time; hen, pur- 
apt, to his commiſſion, the counſellors. were choſen by the an 
writ, and conſequently were the repreſeutatives of the __— 
Once bill eee of council: Apr my [x] 
„Reason againſt paſling itz... ht ny i 191d 2 
Becauſc no orders were, ever, made by the. council, alones;,unleſs 
when the ene an Shae and they ata 
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0 an . Mögt J 0. 5 D Kae 11 EA 
©: 7519007 it pech en Hill fr «public ind Wet e v 
11 — — Whether the enacting purt i bill ba 1 
under the ſtyle of + Governor, council, ant afſembly,” "or B 
* the king's mor: excellent majeſty, by "and. with the 5 75 and 
« Conſent of th 15 7 50 and general affe 0 b 5 Lr 5 * 3 ker 
* een une 2 
* 00 . * largee, 5 8. $11; ©3” 0 Of! "re Wot $995 2 ey 66 As 

"The ins poſt. bill, ih dr one s Ks Aendtments, v wa ng 

into the how. from. Be eons by the aker. 1 ol hy 1 5 - 
ik i Dorus ty: 1 
Ma com mitte ah the (any, "at LN "Eonference bereon With a 
G of the council, 4a 55 at, v | pod the objotions' made 3 
the bill of jaapuit, the title , * By a RT of the council; 
and in tlie ſecond amendment the Gn: is left ot. The afferably 
deſire to know, Whether the council  confidet theraſclves as a 
diſtint body, or not, in the making of law Is 1 they are, they 
ought not to leave themſelves out. If hey are not, then 
they are included ; in the general aflembly, and hal conſent already 

in the bill, and e cannot make objections W 

The council promiſe: an anfiper, i in writing, aner firſt conſulting 
with his excellency ee 

His excellency ſent for one oF 1 the committee of the houſe, and 
alked him, what the meaning of the queſtion was; that it 
ſeemed, captious, and, he, thought, had' a double meaning; that 
he Knew no reaſon why. the council ſhould define themſelves; -and 
that the king” s command was polity tive as to the ſtyle of the laws. 
Ihe houſe prayed the council [ would give ſome anſwer in writing, 
as they had promiſed; but, . not being willing (or able) to comply, 
the governor delivered the Cpu in writipg for them to 
the committee of the houſe: 

The king hath empowered. his go nor, with bis council here, 
to frame all Jaws that are to be {his gout by his: majeſty and the ge- 
neral aſſembly z ſo his majeſty* 8 cquneil, when required by his go- 
vernor, ought to frame all fit laws . and, if to frame a new, then 
to alter a form propoſed. This committee. « of the. council was ap- 
pointed by his excellency to confer with a committee of the general 
D d 2 ' .aflembly 


% th t | AM 1 3. 1 
jüflembly about the Harting of the: {hill of impoſt. 

paſſing laws Here by.the: general bh 1s. Ho "Wy ade f | * and 
ne to be diſputed by. ga & 177 2713 ile W 1 0: 9 

mann the houſe not to pfocgęc on the amend ments Rag ö 
eh ro his F 8 en a 
| The fa do. e that, by. Noe 9 el enc J's 
« commiſſion and inſtruction,“ the council ; Are; only t rams «N 
bills as are to be ſent home to his majeſty; "but, for wel Taws as 
his majeſty, doth upou very great nec effities permit, to be paſſed here, 
the bills are to agiſe, . as. this bill, did, with the Meal 17 . 
rivt a form propoſed, but a bill compleatly and ſolemnly pa f 

The council therefore > cannot make any: amendments, wo Ny 
do ſoas a diſtinet eſtate; and, if fo, they muſt either be named in 
the bill, or define themſfives What they are; for ng 0e c Kan be (ch p- 
poſed to have an thate in the legiſlative : power, un! lets t t eir names 
are uſed in the public acts, Which are the 90 Lare a and effential | 
marks of their authority. | WS $29 vid | | 

This committee of the council was. 1 appointed to 3 Join ein 
- the general aſſembly in n the bill 0 impoſt; but the bill 

was framed and took its riſe in the aſſembly; and,” having been 
three times read, and paſſed, was ſent up to the governor aud council; 
and the amendments, which are read by the council, were ed 
by them as adiſtin&t WF;  therwile a conference would Hot Have 
enſued. 

The aſſembly 9 not diſpute as Ayle of the Jaws, but are very 
deſirous to know whether the council are not Sb} in the ge- 
neral aſſembly; for, otherwiſe, until the council do declare them-, 
elves to be a diſtin body in the making of laws, they cannot re- 
ceive any amendments from them, nor confer with them ; and the 
governor, who is here in loco regis, is only to give his affrmative or 


negative; fo that the bill muſt 1 Rande or "All in the fame manner 28 it 
was lent up. as 
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. * the Klang: and his,majeſty only 6oght,/therefore to aſcertain 
« jt” That, Upon reading: nie iuſtructions, he Was very clear; 
that the bohieil bad virtual porner in lie framing: of laws; but 
not a nomina};* that, by the new conſtitution of government, 
they "were not to frame and prepare the! laws: and-that he had 
never gen permiſhön to the houſe to paſs this bill, but had ſuf- 
e 80 bn in that buſitiefs withour interruption, ſince his 
majeſty Had not declared td the contrary; that wey acted in i 
raifin ſeroples Fi, and if the queſtion! Wee chou, it muſt not be 


anſwered. 17 Arn [314 4101 1 * 44.00 2 iet 31 


He defired to pe Whether they would: ph. 3 bill from 


him and council, and bad them chuftder of nine Ki; N N 287 
The houſe ſent this meſlage e hone a7 
The aſſembly have already" paſlhd a bil® for the impoſt; and, 

uritil they know what is become of that, they do humbly conceive, 

they are not obliged to take into conſideration another bill of the 
fame quality; not are they obliged to make any previous anſwer. 
His excellency ordered the whole houſe to attend him. | 
_ He'dehred'to know, Whether or not the houſe were willing to 
let a committee of the, houſe confer with a committee of his coun- 
cil about the bill of ppp, ura amendments. made by bicaſelf, | 
and to bring their reports to him? 


- 
Ki % 


Reſolved by the houſe, to appoint a KEW ti;confer wit” CY 


committee of the governor” S council. | ; 
e SOOT GD 4 "08: Toth.” en e 
be committee of the Boufe reported, der cep dach met ine 
committee of the governor's council; and red them, that they” 
had not conſidered the atnendments, and therefore were not pro- 
vided for 4 conferene but, if the court's committee would 
give them a copy. of the amendment 8, 1 ada meet auch eoufer | 
with them * next motning. e i rr "INN 
A copy was accordingly given. i bee gail az herd 
The 00 en to the bill was dy ftriking ot the werds 
advice UL To this the hovfe diſagreed.” 1 
The ſecond was, by ſtriking out the words « ebe woe: N 1 
to which N hoplo agreed. The! ſtyle of the br ould then have 
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206 2b * BALE a 004” ; 
vary 4e By ang ieh due adhijeg ard t onſent uf. diE general 
*:aflerably,'!: Jeavihgaut e wafd. an” 5; + 
31 — were ſereral eder amendment if te daft! bf dee ithe 

5 | hone diſagreed. dite VISA. 8 1 Nd * 47 oils." 14 iron." 4 3043 
..'The:houſe.then ſent a meſſage to þisrexcaliency; that they had 

- c6nifiderdd& af the nts) and mund ieveiali of, them 1very 

-redftemable, 0. they Aefifed: bis: exctlloncy?siopinion, 
Whether e would put an gde this billy. e e tight go on 
to the raiGng-of anorher, or ne arte Wem bow! tbep ſhould 
otherwiſe proceed? 79 

lis enbElenè) deſired the bin aalen esdpn ente wigbt be brought 

to him in the mornings; andy Af he Saw further occaſion, be, would 

Have another a werd 1 5 gur 24411 fest gc e 

MM Dat nc rl 10: Mid Ot Weng a 5101 

3 Tue bill fer & public i mpoſt Was engigilet, i Sgncd. by the . 
po ns ſent u to his excellene· hoy ng 2g! beat % 
| Moy net et IE (pecheridnd. the whole houſe 0 attend 
mim. Nin bnd o Mod! Sent: ats L291 S005 2212988 21: 


ese booting bats I it is preſumed Wan eee f 


21 way er 15MM T1 tds Way 4, 514.10, 5h LEO". G 
wk Ah. hehe neden Nüskben bu 111 Io. Karts, for 
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"The ſpeaker Ale the uſual. petigipn for freedom from arreſts, 
freedom;of debdtes, and gceeſß id, bid excallency's, perſon; which, ho 
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1 


6 


#3 
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freely and immediately, allowed. e eee ee eee, 9 

A committee, of. thehouſe having been appointed 0; exar:: ne Mr. : . þ( 
Martin, the. receiver-general, hig Di. t the. revenye.; they 150 
reported, that Mr. Martin told them, he, bag een with, his. excel- 4 
lency, who had ordered him to come and. acquaint, beo, both K 


from the king and his excellency, that. the. xeceiyer-general was 
not obliged to ſhew his accompts to the aſſembly ;_ byr. that, be * 
delivered them to his excellency; and, if any of- 17 committee 
were defirous of ſecing 5 5 ue might lee chem i 
Wphereupen the houſe; reſolved, nem, can. 


14 FS 


15 
That it was their 9 2 9 and inherent” 7 — apa 


bills for money ought to, on do, ariſe 3 their -houſe, ſo he 
- OS * 


S 
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gan: dip6fal of it, and ta feceire ee Al. 
the aecompts concerning the fame. 1 

The houſe ſent up to his excellenoy A refime-bll 1 2 hich they 


vad paliod.':. 4 is; Ty 91099 51 To 0 9 425 4 100 TW Ti 7249 2111 
The whole houfe were ordered to attend him. ien ic t extiare: 


klis encelleney deſired: het dhe clauſe, or tack, « for eontiou- 
« ation of the act for regulating fees.“ might be | t opt; and, he 
wauld take care to put it in force by his proclamation. i 
On the queſtion, the houſe” reſolved, that the we or tack, 
ſhould ſtand, and that they ſhould adhere to their bM.. 
| * N an as Fi Auguſt 28th. or Dor ot. 
The houſe deſired a receſs for two months; args was gn, 
| rie I Oc. zh. ay 116 fart) 
Ae beste weng Fo, proragation.-: |; e ori 'T 
eden it O77 23G: Nov. 13th Te VIDE, 5 
flicexcelinoy acquainted a committee of the FN! the. debts; 
on the revenue, amounting to 30001. which, if paid, would not 
leave a competent ſum to defray the charge of repairing the for- 
tißcations that, if the houſe would not themſelyas. fall upon the- 
framing a bill to eſtabliſh a fund for payment of that ſum, he would 
leave them without excuſo, by ſending a bill down to n 't 
The hole houſs:ordered to attend... 
The ſpeaker hmught. into-the houſe. bangen: l due hen 
by his.exceency, | 155 Itlg ui No 135 6 180 874 965 ME, Ca 44S WSF$: 
b e dh Uns 403 Nov. 14th. Ar Hob hes 83 
On the queſtiqn.,j Ordered to ui Hicast wot 
Oa che geſtion, Whether it opght. to ff or bot, it ig wie 
in the houſe? Fits * chino . : Ns 91613 oy 91 * 100128 10 7 
Keſalued, em. c Not to Wi mio 71 | * 
The ſpenker and whole houſe. waited a e with ee 
— En che king: wi Sh 1011 1 
TULLY 44 wot F< by; Nov. 18th, 
The houſe * a derer bill of chli ve own framing. . . 


it ord 4645 Pius „ll Nerz i ada Sc: 4 
The dene informed tije houſg, that his excellency had Kent to- , 
Rok tho houſe. mould es HARON yl the- 
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of the bill of revenue. . e 209 eee, 


A commthitice wa aecoraingly A disbed o et uon r 
His excellency ſent back the bill of revenue with his eee 


ments; Which were read s 07 bs mow ee e 1 1 
A meſſage * way bent to acquaint his eadabargy) that the Wu i; 
inclined” to adhere to their. bill; for'that' it admits'of' Ho amend- 
0 ments, i the king only conſenting to, or diſapproving of, Pills, 
When preſented! 10 him. 4 endet ou, Kup 2. [by 
ae No, zen, Nach zun bus bach Wk. 


The houſe, reſolved, to adiere to def. bill, and ſend-it up ain 
to his excellen ex nö T0t- 21329178 GN Aon Tt 


A 


Thewhole houſe commjande#46 zitdgd directi © 
The ſpeaker reported his excellency's . Gr ſeeing the 


« houſe will not conſent to the amendments, he, in the King” 's 
4 name, 1 b 95137 (COT; ogiaufpt vandlſoazd : a] 


oe. 1 e 101 Cetera Refine. Ve: Banden :autoot, — 7 10 
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Rx A088 « offered by the AlPbiy to: Faltify their R Ire of 
tie new Mode of LX AT ron!” 03 THI Gs all 
by . That, bal Eügfiün Tubjedts,” they Have 4 vIghe to be g. 
verned as ſuch ; and to have theit lid add property* ſecuted by 
the laws of Englund, FRM eee A] 
2. That, in the F of brought over by lord Windfor, 
the king was graciouſly. pleaſed to eedom and denization, as 
an encouragement for families ws krause te leiten . 2 
3. That His majeſty had been pleaſed by his ſeveral commiſſions. 
to Bis eon to declare it; which commiſſiqhs are recorded” for 
the people's farisfation and encovtigenievt}- and cht they had for 
ſixtech 6r eighteen years been” governed by the laws of England. 
N. B. This refers to the firſt eſtabliſhment e Doty,” 
anno 1660; ot, perhaps, rather to lord Windſor's government 
in 1662. 1 unn. tc F-10 lid ang 5 bellag i 
4. That all the other Britin colonies have, and exer had, aſ- 
* 1 and cheik laws take otigin from them 
F. That they concetve the Tiſh Kode ob pillitg ev witt be %% 
tedious; 1 the vaſt diſtance, and of the Roque: * 


of the planters intereſt. Eon: Mk | 
| N 65. The 


© BOOK I%.CHAPs:. X. APPEND. 299 
61 Th chis Atich agodeawas deſirodiby the Eagliſh to ſupport 
them againſt the lriſh; but that they-of! Jamaica were all Engliſh, 
and the conquerors as well as plantess of, that fertile i0and'; and 
that they lad paid there above A ſinch part of \vwhkr the Iriſh Nes 
oe iti lreland. gt Smalulody « J Woche * 'f 3502515 Ee 
7095 7. Ai ae much feared :noifclof; any loch N 85 
ment might: induee many: ti deſert che land; And their A Meas 
to forbear:trading;; 9 0 labog, Mol »d7 2 K 9] A0 i s = 
: 8, Fhatnifzthe king's! commiſſions have appointed them there, 
and: if tlicy:hayelbeendonſiitetadcuy all he. coloiies-from'rheiv firſt 
ſettlement ſigty ear ago as. a govemment moſt juſt, auch like that 
of Englamd then ahey hops]. that they alöneg: of iratl the, colonles, 
ſhallnotbecetrenchedoficthe privileges natural to ſuch aſſemll is:; 
but that, i particular Perſons have offeuded they: may ſuitor, tho 
not the cοοõετ, Seis 305. 100 21 949 ig of 
 119.0Phatbthey2 hoped his miajeſty would by Seat its: 7000 der 
that His intereſt, aud: that f trade, were involved: in, theirs; „ for 
it is theplaster who! muſt deſend and improve Bens ad 
« agroepble laws will beſt gerfbade a 
„ olli en 8e G5 DAS one 49 Nen 24 177 ay In ws Ke 
a f :thenAppizsscofithe Aten de tolvhe: Kino" in 
Counter t es ReeorT of the Detps of Taa br. 
{20.4 Aab ec, uz 5 89. 12 51155 2 1 'blgot al VIE! 
— thbrefqre: DOES: beg 0 Four/ maje@ty> will irh 
patieagaabe pleaſtd to hear the account of on Procediugs; which 
truly to whapifaſta;we muſt! e oak Hack io far as Sir 
8 Charles/Lyjtelrons and Sir Thommen Mollifprg; their! er 
their gavernments:>1;af, which tima we humbly conceive,” the 
WandlireaHy began 46 take up form bf. ile governtneut, and 
whallyno Ab Uliat dh ahe arm, which until that xime was ſup- 
ported byſupteme authority; e ſeveral atrivalz, by 
ordet of his majeſty, and; accutding to tlie method of his majeſty's' 
molt ancient plantations, they called an aſſembly, and ſettled the 
government of che. iſland in ſuch good ſorm, that, until his excel- 
lency the eatl of Carlile's firſt arrival, you. thought t not to alter 
it; though ſevreal governdrs in that time were changed; which 
muſt neceſſarily infer the © gene and QJegſpn of it, as well as the 
| Vox. I. 0 Ee | ſatisfaction 


. 


* 
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Etisttetien of the people 3 ſinges fromm abt time. they betookithe 

{elves ta ſettle and plant, e{pecially — 8 
the eſtates hert ate wondorfully :increaſed; 


a8 180 evident . 


the ſatisfaction they receive:by thoſe wholeſome laws tien begun. 
au from that time ooatined ; o16/thatthe:chingeof them an 
JJ(ͤĩÜ2?1 homes... . 
s cannot imagine that the Iriſh model of governigent: was, in 
Fine, ever. intended for Englithmen:- behdes, »that model was 
introduced among tham by a lawimade by themſelves in Lell 
and conſequently, as ĩt bound them by bei 
heihg their; on choite | 


ty's matutals born ſubjects of 
by them to what places, and with a ee in ere «4 
may trade; abdowhich impoſe a tax:onus; here/in-oife uf trade from 
one colon ta auotherꝭ and it Tiba eizuitahle, then, thät the fame 
law ſhould have the power of Tpoling,. as well as binding. 4 They 
niver dene py. power but whar y'our.|majefty's:govetior efurcd 
them was their birth right, and what they ſuppoſed your >ainajefty's 
gracious | Proflawation aſſured them alſo. Vour majeſty das gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed, to Write à letter to you, -governor; Sis . Thomas 
_ Lynch, after the double trial af one Peter Janſen; a pirate, . fig 
+ nifying your diflike.that any thing! Hould-be dene that ſhoulä 
„Kaufe aay doubt in your ſubjects here of not enjoying all the pri- 
6 vileges of. Your ſnhjects of your kingdom of England, “ or to that 
effect. But, as to obſtructing of juſtice againſt, Bromm the Pirate, 
what they did, though not juſtifiable ia the manner, was out of an 
aflurance, that there mas no-lai in foree here to declare the lord 
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Chancellor power in England; and our 
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ny Pig Your tsjeſty aud ebuneil perceiyiug have, in this n a 
boch of 14%, Jeotibne to ſupply che want [e. As to the impri- | | 
ſonment of Mr. Thonjas' Mattiu, one of their members, for taking 
out proceſs in chancery, js Bis own private concern, againſt ſeveral 
ther ietterz aud bche of the council (the aflembly then ting), 
und för cher mifdettieationts aid breaches of the rules of the ho 
eg pe ker foRtiFuble'; Jol welpe governor” having an Mitel 
0 1 chat te Had the Tithe 5 5 over their members, which 
«the hefe of cotnitions Have over | theirs; "and all ſpeakers here 
pray in 1 the g overiors' grariting,' All” vine, eden of 
| Shah tr 15 Nel e oh 
ond" MI Edhtroverſy; Wat tue od form o Gbersszet 

110 inf is ötdeted fo wüch like your majeſty's kingdom of Eng- 
Had, mult 6f cohſcquence be of great F fer to all your 
melt) tests, as well as ſtrangers, to reniove themſelves hither, 
upon your majeſty*s gracious proclarnation 1 iti Lord Windfor's time: 
aud by hole gracious inſtrudtions given' ts Sit Thomas Modiford. 
Mts moſt part of tlic ſugar plantations have lewis been ſettled 
pon the model at 5 conſtituted, and iu belief that the fettlers 
oft A Bad! of thei? pr eges, as your . 8 fubjedts 54 your king- 
doin of England, 1 1 temoyal hither, © © 

1 Having therefore by vo act, 'as we belive, Ste your ma- 
jet, or farfejted our rights, by ehen defiring or attempting to 
=" or; queſtion your” majeſty's. prerogative, the inviolation 
Wes we have ever AG the beſt means of preſerving. our 
privileges: and eſtates; we all 10pe for the continuance of your 
majeſty*s ' favobics, | 17 And, whéred delt 12 Jlordfhips are pleaſed to 
off their advice to your majeſty,” to furniſh your governors. with 
ſuch' powers as \ were formerly” gie eek to ether 'D'Oyley and others, 
in e me the then abedbneed army was not diſbanded, but ſo 
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1677, ring Jors ago eee this preruor iſſued = commiſſon,. ac: 

* oF £7 f Henry VIII, for the trial of e piracy: upon which he was 

ne hy tis; and the governor red 1 hratfact for his execution. But, it being con- 

ceirvd that the governor, as chancellor of che iſland, was hot legally veſted with a power of or- 

&ring ſuch a commilſion-court, colonel: Long, at that time chief quſtice, granted a habeas corpus 

to Brown after his condemnation ; and the aſſembly. voted a reprieve, and commanded obedience 
r 4 
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continued, to. b g gage arb VO -bippghe et your 
majeſty s. royal donation [g], and ordegs tg, latte thei eig ik govern- 
E we hope chair lordſ pipe intend, noth ff hoy ora n 
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ing et. your/fubjeQ af f -the: kingdom ;of ; England: (ps e 
eee ae), it il b 5 e hard do have any impoſition. aid on, 
but by gur own,conſopts, for, heit edc. d ee e- 
wk Power 1s ON BB tive. n birk and: l. 

_ "However, our majeſty (hal Jv thiß. mode 
but that Wye aße DM governed, by the governor: 1 75 * 
0 aur, 


a elt wall g A, vs th@grace to 0 J vs oll e 
e ae And. allegiance, that 9 x, dug 95 ee 
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er your de fie, yell be; graciouſly; ples e ie refion þ 


- wy Rs pe % avthority.. 
tient Woch of goveryment,. e e 0 
caſed God to, opere be 9 ts ſt 10 . M7 00/1: 
ir Thomas Eynch, ie "rh79, concludes ofthe alk. 
519 4 objetionSvith thol e 'xremark 17 Is. my ee ly 
« will. reje& the laws . thus offered them. certain, there js an 
e (ty. of. a > es + Sor the pul ee Brat. 
c tlie Fry ee e e Will Join with my 
+ Tor + f0.0fc ger ihk, 8 laws f 50 AP YELLmeE tg, be continued x. but, 
4 verily. believe, they Will not . reyenue- bill, or that 
«they. think 88 particularly to aflembly 3 and, if they 
« ſthould attempt 5 continue it, it would not be wit 


oy re 


ut pracels ;. + 


* ahd; 19 doubt 90g chat the judges, &c. wo us dae con- 
antlygive it t againſt the offi 0 fficers. It won W ſame, Or; 2 
1 4 * haps worle, if any order went from home, my 2 5 purpoſe of 


Aung it; anck Would gige umbrage te the'reft 'of che op- 

«Dies, which are under . too. many diſcouragementb already, by 
the cheapneſs of their commodities, and the» French power, 
„growth, and trade; and the plagtations ſeem more inet 
« now than, formerly. All. which 1 bombly.fabmit,% : 


1 To. four regiments of the old ſoldiers who -235 thn [7] Stat, = 1 7 caps 10. 1 F 
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that illaud; 1 We, Habe | MEE Er ein apemefir of all 
ſuch perfons' ſo inclined. Have, by the — of bur Conil, Wen 
Carey, 15 only for the ftrengthening, and. ſecuring of aden 
from alle enemies, "but, for the, copſtitutivg and” ſettling a. civil gor 
vernment, by 1355 "good aws a nd cuſtoms as are and, "have een 
exerciſed in < co lonies and. aces of the ike. na tape; and have ; ap- 
pointed. fur uryey Jos, A A ot her public: ficers, or "the more l 
381 411 "4: LEY ; | 
1 ution'« 'of 1e . ri be andjuſtite in in the fa ſaid iſland, . a 
7 Aud, or Si 3 "yy induſtry og god 
alfection of fick perſons, 3 we have provi 1 d and given orders to the 
tommilhoners of, our cuſtoms, 85 every planter, or ; adyenturer. to 
that inland, ſhall be e exempt an free from paying any exriſe* or 
cuſtom for an manufactures, proviſtons, or any other goods or ne- 
ceſlaries, which he or. they ſhall . to the ſaid. iſland of Ja- 
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tile in ü e e e foil, an 705 ored wi rſes and 2 
cattle, and generally fir and worthy be, planted a aha ; an bro 2 0 to 
the e ; our, and.jntereſt o EN: My" 
And whereas ig: 5 perſons, aA and others, ard 


converſant n [plantations and trade of the Ie nature, are deſirous 


to 'unifertake "and protetd "pon SE ad and ſetchewente pon 
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- mnaica.. Within the ſpace, of ſeven years f. to com. from Miehaelmas 
next i and alfo, that ſufficient cabtion and ſecurizy be given, by the 
fad. .commitliagers,*that ſuch goods (hall be, delivered at Jamaica 

only, - An# we bade alſo,out of our ſpeci cqpfidertior. of the 
Is are and -profperity; of that iand, provided, that No. chſtoms, 


% _ tar or impoſt, be laid or charged4upoen any commodity 
fra ch hall be the produce and native growth of that iſland, and 


| be. imported into any of the dominions belonging to the 

common wealth; which favour-gnd exemption ſhall continue for 

the he pay ten years, to begin and be accounted from Michael mas 
next We e hgve alſo given our ſpecial. orders and directions, that 
_— enbargs, or ;pther ee 2 any pretence whatſe thbever; be | 
laid upom any ſhips,” er paſſengers, or — 


yew goo e ne and 12 * bor the Lid iſland, 
-firther declar, 
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tm fram. Cronwnny' Ae to hs ComMmrs- 
„ eee ORTESCUE, Vice - admiral Goopson, 
a r aparvier. and DaxL Sauk, 58. 
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5 e we Have publiſhed and made known, unto ebe 
ane and people of the Engliſh illands 
| ica, ſuch terms and conditions as ſhall be 
G eee from thence to the iſland of 
by 1 patent under” the great ſealy granted to in Noell, merchant, 
of London, twenty thouſand acres of land, el of the ſaid iſland, 
with ſeveral - privileges to be enjoyed by Naw his heirs, and aſſigns, 

copies of which are berewith ſent you: you are hereby authorized, 
190 and Try * cauſe che fame to be executed and ee on our 
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part in 5 is al. things; ; according. to the. trup 8 purpoxt o 
them feſpeQively:;/a06 to:ſee whgt is 49, be done on their 15 be, 


Erne 0110 * has Br 12 
-2 ou art hereby aut vrized; 40 t any r OT fe | 
this corbmonwealkth, onthe dominions, thereof, who are Protef nts, 


ta inhabĩit and plant upon au part of the ſeid iſland, where Fü, 
ſhall think convenient to allot them, upon the terms and conditions 
to the ſaid Mr. Noel ; and accordingly to aſſigs and ſet forth 
land, and allow them he like advantages ig all things: and what 
you ſhall do herein, e, to: theſe nos ta we Shall _— 
and dn Nn N 2 0” 

You ſhall cauſe the terms ak ene * hl publiſhed and pro- 
dlaimed in the iflands and plantations of the Engliſh in America, and 
uſe. ſuch other means as you ſhall e e Wop 
W eee eee 27 % % Tao bait, 

vonollooxs q aid 10 217 1 7 a Of 

+ The tent, mentioned, in the FIRE ingen, to have, 
n e Mr. Noell, is not to be, found amo e records 
preſerved. in the iſland, the oldeſt of them not raaching ſo far back 
by many years. We cannot therefore judge with prepiſion of the” 
particulas terms on which the lands were, under the proclamation 
of 165 f. granted out to the ſettlers: indeed, . fox the moſt, part, 
they were held under orders of ſurvey iffued by the commander in 
chief, ot plats ſurveyed: aud theſe orders and plats: were Aged 
from one perſon to another, in the ſame manner as notes of hand. 
So4ittleatteritiori-was paid to the law formalities, uſual in 7 
and transferring landed ꝓroperty; and many tracts in the Wand are 
abthiv day held uner no other original title than ſuch indorſed or 
aſſigned orders; a form of rd eren dane ſabjoined . the 
farisfuftion of the reader... ws] f *. m_— Frey 

wh Jamarca;: E et 19 $1120 11 en 

Wheras ene ape kimfelFaod "RE" unto p > 
ifland,” with|aq/ intent to ſettle and abide here, and to that end hath 
requeſted me to grant him aw-arder. for his proportion of land at 
Port Morunt by the ſea ſide, next adjoining to the plantation of 
J. D. being Sputh- Weſt by a great pond there, cloſe to the ſea · ſide: 
1da therefore hereby aſſign 1 appoint him two hundred acres 

: off 


14 . fi it — * 
* . 1 * 


"$4 3 1 ; « 
My | 
F ” * * we" A 


"5% © Ar. 
20 Ai 3 40 ty. A MA K. 7 
of ground (Aecording 10 eben besen ey in the 
place #foreAnemtiotied; to gun it Gut as lie fall think fit; and 1 do 
| hereb require, that no perſon or perſons Mlontzing to the army, 
ot ig 6 of England, moleſt or trouble him in the proſe. 
chien of Hi Tettlerent,” bot” rather to hid- and fügt whim herein; 


qrovy ded hib be pot prejudicial to any former Order by ae mode 
Ed his rat Jandary, 162 . MANY Tolin; 63-409 rao? ang ic." 


MoV 181 n $454 7 9 PT A l ' a: A. Ew. Dori. 
n üerded, che day aud vent. above- written, denen 
nn 24 at tlie generals Hebt: ab lip 
5 8 Peg Anrnux Town, ſecgetary to th as 
| way vi Lo lite I Denon im (tines 9 the ate. 
„ MiciAx B Pov vI Eſq; Secretary of IAH to 
- lan in“ ENI Aub, by his "Majeſty's: Ship BAR, 
£ dated Porgy r Cacwar, 27th Oct. 1662. A 40 urig H=, ie 
| dus I. koow. the accompliſtiments of his 3 
ours noble” governor” ars hot unkno wi to YOU wg 
gave me the Wilt jo bock of his 0 adventy 2 
1 11 cannot. be filent "of forbenr to ten You,: ou he enegunteted 
with. che f nature of Mi Aiidtete l as to his 'own cotſſtitution': for, as 
7 as be had left hi genuine air, he found à flatneſs of his ſpirits, 
th Wn irdiſpofition'to Bis wonted action; burke moſt nobly with- 
4 thy "ally foflen of à diſcale, until he had fufrly diſtmiſſed the 
pur Senor Th]; fatisfied the late dtmæ with his- incheſty's royal 
oy choſe i new militias, found employ for our fleet abroad, 
. 7 well '{fled the preſent government of this his majeſtys 
Min, hen {as 1 have faſt reaſon to latent in behalf of the 
Fife ne deckte Je much rom hie priſtine health, that he could 
ſratce Boldt up ks head! to debate wich his gouneil. hoe he might 
appoint ſuch wholſome rules and laws for the quiet ſettlement of 
the inhabitants, and the improvement of this his majeſty's iſland, 
et 1 e very ſatis factory to invite many of his majeſtys 
Soc i gs And, this being effected, he might poſiibly; grieve, 
at he found nothing more to do; but to haſten home and there 
peak and derlare the hopes uf a new kingdom; which me rather 
[15 This eas ps he Kette & cet. H. inlead of be aid Cage 
i * Ie] Col. DO, | {+6} Ae in ee eee 
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perſuade bir tage- than 60 Wwaſte and ſpend] his dans here by 4 
lingering⸗ ungertain menen e ee eee 
health 241701 en iel 2:70; Hh of 164) i . 

This ien Sir the brief kiſtery.of our conflition and affiits fines 
the,auivalot, the.lord. Wandfor among ws z..a0d, we hehe the pru- 
dent, grounds he. bath. hid and. leſt us Will tend very much to or 
future improyement, and che ferviee and ſatisfaction of bis majeſty, 

as, Wel ahthe enegurage ment gf al __ have; relation or ingli- 
antiqn ka dag, io gun MH ALON 95 N 101 
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baden en coniedener by Lord: Wix beck, 


de en U: 
i | | mo lg 6 . | 
bc enn 
WE,. being fully Abies wal ur Had of. ef vol 4 
pleaſant. aud: anoſt- fertile ſoil, and fituate commodioufly for trade 
and commerce, is likely, through God's bleſſing, to be a great be- 
nefiti and advantage toqthis and other our kingdoms aud dominions; 
haue thaughi fit, for the encouraging of our ſubjects, as well ſuch 
as ate already upon the ſaid ãſland, as all others that ſhall tranſport 
theraſtlves thither, and reſide and plant there, to declare and pub- 
liſh, ' aud: we: da, bereby declare and publiſh, that thirty acres of 
improvtable lands ſhall be granted and allotted to every ſuch perſon, 
male ot female, being twelve years old or upwards, who now re- 
lides, or wirhin two gars nent enſuing ſhall reſide, upon the faid 
Mand a and that the ſame ſhall be aſſigned and ſet out, by the go- 
vernor and council, within ſix weeks next after notice ſhall be 
given in writing, ſubſcribed by ſuch; planter, or planters, or ſome 
of them in behalf of the reſt, to e or ſuch officer as he 
ſhall appoint in that behalf, ſignifying their reſolutions to plant 
there, and when they intend to be — 5 place; and, in caſe they 
do not go thither within fix months then next enſuing, the ſaid 
allotment ſhall be void, and free to be aſſigned to any other planter; 
and that every perſon and perſons, to whom ſuch aſſigument ſhall 


be made, ſhall hold and enjoy the ſaid lands ſo to be aſſigned, and all 
Vor. I. EE Ff houſes, 
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| PETR 5 buildings, and encloſures thereupon to be win or 

: made, to them and their heits for ever, by and under ſuch tenures [x] 
* as is uſual in other plantations ſubject to us. Nevertheleſs, they are 
| 0 be obliged to ſerve in arms upon any inſutrection, mutiny, or fo. 
reign invaſica.! And that the ſaid aſſignments aud allotments ſhall 

be made and confirmed under the public ſeal of the iſland, with 

l power to create any manor or manors, and with ſueh convenient 
and ſuitable privileges and immunities as he grantee ſhall rea- 
ſonably deſire and require; and a draught of ſuch aſſignment; {hall 

be prepared by our council learned in the law, and delivered to the 
governor to that . Purpoſe: and that all fiſhings aud piſcharies, and 
all copper, . tin, iron, coals; and all other mines (except gold 
and ſilver), within ſuch reſpective allotments, ſhall be enjoyed by 
the grantees theteuf. teſerving only a twentĩeth part of the product 
of the ſaid mines to our uſe. And wWa do further publiſh and de- 
clare, . that all. children of our natural-born ſubjects of England, to 
be born! id Jamaica, ſhall, from their reſpective births, be ,reputed 
to be, and hall be, free denizens of England, and Mall have the 
{ame privileges to all intcits and purpoſes as our free bor ſubjects 
of England; and that all free perſons- ſnall have liberty; without 
ioterruption, to tranſport themſelves and their families; and any 
their goods (except only coĩm and bullion), from any our dominions 
and: territories to the ſaid iſland of Jamaica. And we do ſtrictly 
charge and command all planters, ſoldiers, and others upon the 
ſaid iſland, to: yield obedience to the lawful commands of our right 
truſty and well beloved Thomas lord Windſor, now our - governor 
of our: ſaid iſland; and to every other governor thereof for the time 
being: under pain of i ates Ons ern e be 6 
inflied ee 5 A 30 Ki} LY. Ab TLL ate: 32g 3-1 
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121 Free and common e pong a ee mount «free —_— acres yearly to the 
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+ tho firſt planters of 1 had a cleary-indiſputable 
right to che benefit of any Engliſn ſtatute in force at the time of 


melir ebndoeſt) yet they conceibed an entremely vague idea of 


this right” They excluded a ſtatute of Henry VIII, for regulating 
tuo triab of (pirates; ag inadtiiſſible: but the roc eidbed into uſe tbe 
ſtatutes of frauds, and habeas corpus act ſ though theſe were paſſed 
long after their-conqueſt; aud did not bind the iſland. They had 
found the habrat corpus by common law mot quite ſb vffectual a pro- 

tection to liberty; which eauſed them to ptofer the other. But 
their Claim to thoſe laſt-mentioned ſtatutes was oppoſed both in the 
iſland amd at home: aud althoughütheir oourts of juſtice and juries 
had grounded ſundry determinations aud verdicts upon them; yet, 
whenever the queſtion caine by appeal before the king in council, 
this trihumah declared, that neither theſe nor other Engliſh ſtatutes, 
paſſed ſupſequent to the reduction of Jamaica, unleſs ſpecially men- 
tioning did extend to or bind that iſland. The people were not 
well plesſed wvith an opinion which tended to impeach a multitude 
of judgernents affecting darge properties (which judgements had 
reſted upon theſe-ftatutes), ànd threatened to preclude them entirely 
from thoſe advantages derived under them to their fellow. ſubjects 
in England. Beſides, they found, that they could not get a con- 
firmation of any acts of aſſembly containing ſimilar proviſions; the 
reaſon of Which was, that they never would conſent to paſs a la 
for eſtabliſhiug a perpetual revenue. They were euere to 
burthen — poſterity with an oppreſſive taxation, which they ap- 
prehended might, as in the other iſlands, be miſapplied to other 
Pre and become inadequate to the ſupport of government 
and fortifications, for which uſes alone it was demanded; they 
feared it would only form the groundwork to new charges and im- 
poſitions: they paſſed therefore their ſupply- bills for a duration 
only of one or two years. The crown, no leſs inflexible, refuſed 
not only to make perpetual the bills they framed adopting theſe 
beneficial | ſtatutes, but even the whole body of their laws. This: 
ſtruggle continued till the year 1728; when, under a more mild 
and conſiderate adminiſtration, this matter was brought to a com- 
promiſe. The aſſembly in that year ſettled a permanent revenue, 
not burthenſome to themſelves, becauſe chien ariſing on articles 
Ff a of 


| Knes, and forfeitures, which were ſurrendered. up by the-etown;-and 
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form a capital part of the fund of 80001. per annum. In return for this, 
tmey obtained the royal confirmation of itheir- moſt favgufite and 
_ neceflary acts of aflembly, and the following declaration, exprefied 
| in the giſt claus; of, this revenue act. tb en, 
Auch alſo all ſuch laws and ſtatutes of England, as babe been 
«at; ah time eſteemed, introduced, uſed; accepted, or teceivbd, as 
„laws. in this ifland, ſhall and are hereby declared to be, and n 
nue, laws of this his majeſty's iſlaud of Jamaica for ever. 

This clauſe is juſtiy regarded by the inhabitants as Mr 
; 8 of their liberties ; ſince it; not only confirmed to them the 
uʒſe of all thoſe good laws which originally planted ant fopported 
freedom in England, but likewiſe of all the other provifions made 
for fecuting the liberty and property of the ſubject iu moto modern 
times; when, upon the ſeveral bverth roms bf tyrantic her in 
Hat kingdom, the ſubjects rights] were moro ſolidly; fixed om the 
rational. baſi of three ſolemn oompacts bet wean the ſovereigu and 
pcopia ; at the Reſtoration of Charles II the cotbnation of the 
prince. of Orange: and;;: laithy, the acceſſion of che Houſe of 
ann den enen rect tis e bt 
| »\Thedittle clauſe before: recited;;has/coft the: iſhaod;:in-G fag years, 
about SO. the net income of the te venue being about 10, o01. 
fer annam... Vet, conſidering the ubſpeakable baneſits Udtrived to 
them in virtue of n they do not think it to dehr a 
purthate.. Los ion. oc HOG 1io >: gi g ror bob; 
1g2mn3102 ::10.110gqut  2d3- 03; eben need Dub e 
avi now, L preſume dwelt ſufficiently upon the Pricitigiles. 
whereon the cdnſtitution of this cloriy was drigihally founded, 
ſheum herein it diffeis from a truly Eugliſſi model, pointed out 
ſevorul abuſes, und [propoſed their remedirs; Iſtull emerge from 
N arg ns and ä Ho into the re- 
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ſos Wat) mnie. 10, and Conpugh of; Jamaica, 2 1 53 
5 l i e ee e hy. HART}? AT Saf hk: T5 Firs ts 
mee Fe. 419; SO Foie; 8 E ©Ts 52. {1114 A $057 1 0b 
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IN various, publications-relative be) Alis afland, the proceedings 
of the army unden Fenn ant Menables are for lightly "touched | 
. DE hinatpebTe" th: give = 
more anple-detail- of them. N knowledge of che difficulties under 
which the ſounders of this colony ſtrogglod may ifcvlcate a leſſon 
of indaſtry, unanimityſ perſeverande, aun goock order : for it was 
the want/of-theſe-pecafiontd malt of the Aiſfſters dhirh befell the 
ſirſt rade of ſottlors here  Howeveri much it may chock our hu- 
wanity to reflect on the numbert who-miſerably periſhed j it is pro- 
per to comſider that they were the wretched victims to their own. 
debauchery; indolence, and perverſefttfü. Phe ciimate of the 
ian as unjuſtly been acrufed by owny writers vn the: fubject 
the aue wopyting/frond/the'/other- und treprefentec as almoſt peſti- 
lential; without an examitation into tite real ſources of chis tors 
tality Which beitig fairly ftated, it wilbhpprat that the ſante rien, 
eartying the Rue thoughtleſb condu@t rabd vices irt aty other un- 
habited quarter of the globe, mut in fultiäbly haue invbived them- 
ſelves in the Hike calamitous ſit dation. Ic is diffibut ca eto 4 
ſtabborn prejndice, Whibh has | gaintd! ſtrengths by the bonſent of 
popular Opinion; but it is at ſeaſt equitable to attempt ſome Pu 

of its being erroneoullf founded: Wich this view; 1-thitt:lay' be“ 
fore my reader the moſt mnsderial dle ih ny power to en and 
from which)he may fort a candidjotigerne annie 273 5507; Þbatog 
Thoms Gage, h Reman'*Ctabolic”'prieſty? te rs 
years rode in New Spain; and was-petfe&ly! well acquainted with 
it, is ſaid to have laid the firſt regular plan before Cromb eli for in- 
vading and mmaſtering the Spariſh territories im America. He par- 
ticularly adviſed the reduction of St. Domingo and Cuba; which 
3 might 


x 


from attempting an invaſion againſt them, in caſe the forte to be 
exmployed in Nmaics thoul@ font of Niobe fs, rh deftiroyed.” 
lonel Modiford,) a confidetdble plknter of Burbaddes, thötoüg 
| informediof''the/Spanith Arericardothiions]' was iplrobaMy-'con- 
ſulted onthiv%otcalio'y fortheairgsd/to Grorttewelll tie prücktenbility 

of fotcing a ſetilement bn tho wonvicent ſomewhere in Guihna; and 
prefertech it totincattack upom any vof the ads. His tedſbrn for 
his Gpiniou/prbbably/! wie; thity If an Wand was: faude ele object 
of invaßon and nonge! 
tbe ſugar illandsz s hyl being 


: 


determingd to begin with attacking Puerto Rico, or St. Domingo, 
and from thence proceed tothe acquiſition of Cuba; it being ſup- 
poſed, that the Spaniards werę tod weak in thoſe iſlands to withſtand 

he force preparing toſbe ſent agaluſt them; and that the: poſſeſſion 
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ua 1 1a 1 p. 1654 
_ might eaſily 112 the way | for extending is conqueſts to the con- 
© kinent, and at the ſame time very much diftfels Fo king of Spain, 
by the means it would afford of intercepting the annual treaſures 
remitted i in the galleo ns upon which that monarch chiefly depended 
for tup port, and Wills which He whuld be incapable of enter- 
prizivg any thing In Europe. He" particularly recommended to 
Cromwell, nobtto derten wean et e Wen in. America, 
_vntil he had ney; ſo ſtrong a naval armament as might protect 
the Englith coaſts during the expedition; and prevent the Spaniards 


** 


old reite la Jealouf) amen all 
chief article of produce {> whereas, -onfietes'rotitifientaterſenters 


might be employed in making profitable returns to the mother 


dente in yatous: ther products befider ſugar! However he re- 
. Commebided:; war mlyn that, if ba deſigii agaiuſt any of The lands 
"ſhould: be thougbt more adii{eablezsCuba!' preſerited oitſelf as the 
moſt advantageous; becauſe f the noble port and tow f Havan- 
nab, which miglit be called the back-doòt of the Weſt⸗ Indies, as 
the Spaniards were obliged to navigate their treaſures homeward 


through the gulph of Florida ; and theſe migtit therefore eaſily he 


igterespted by keeping a fufficient ſquadronm at the Havannah. 
When this affair came to be deliberated upon in council, it was 


of them would be attended with ſuperior advantages in point of 
anuoying the Spaniſh trade, and be retained with infinitely more 
err as inſular e oc Aafeafifle 1515 e and therefore 

* X * GOT, 1165 714; Ih 0 8 10 N preferable 
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ada 04A) HORI. IcH r. x1. - many 
preferable't6 cotitifienriby which latter require a numerous body of 
troops anch inhabitants to guard agalnſt che irruption of their neigh» 
bouts; It is certain, more wiſdom was An in aanceiniug the 
plan bf this expedition, thats in Executing Ne ee e 
In 164 a powerful fleet Was equipped, aud bin üiger ite om 
mand of admiral. Blake, for carrying on. the war in Europe; and 
tecting the coaſts” of | England.” / e Reet, . of” 
about, thirty. ſhips and veſſels. of. wary, was 
26th of December, 1654, diſpatched. for t 
command of admiral Penn, viceradimiral Oude, and TY | 
miralBlagge 3.to whom, with Venables, general,of the land. forces, 
was aſſigned a council ol Commiſſioners, conſiſting- of Edward 
Winflow,' Daniel” Serle, '/a and-Gregory: Butler Dl: Theſe cont, 
miſopers were. ipyelled, with a. power, of controulings.as well as of 
adviſing, alk military operations. Nothing could, be more abſurd: 
than ſuch an appointment ;. and it proved, inithe; event, as might 
well, be. expected, the bane of the, expedition The. chief motive. 
for the appointment ſeems to have been no other than a low polic y- 
of keeping ſo many ſpies over the conduct of che principal officers. 
in the fleet and army. On boatd the fleet were embarked about four. 
thouſand ſoldiers, compoſed; i it is ſaid; of two regiments of Erom- 
well's [z] veterans; of petſons forced into the. ſervice; and, it is 
—— about one hundred af the. royal party.;., Who,, diſguſted at. 
the treatmeut their prince had received from the court of Madrid, 
were w R Jy in Wy hne det ſnl the. lers 1e On. 
-their- 


ann W115, Roter on tr. E 


7 Their 5 5 was Samuel Dang a lientenant in colonel por regiment; diſtin - 
e N 4 e A e u. ay oppo 4 r 7 9255 yo of WiRe "white racy of Ja- 
muica. : "a 1 

FEI This —— ee er wie Wee though conformable toFothEtes br 

(a] Mt. Hume, in his account of this expedition oY that ; ſeveral ſea-officers, having en- 
© tertained ſeruples of conſcience with tegard to the j 15 bf che Spaniſh war, threw up their 
*%commiſſiens 3 that no command of their Tiperiors, they thought, would juſtify a war which was 
«-contrary tos the principles of natural equity. This he calls © an effect of the moſt innocent 
C and honourable Rind of that {pirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, which predomĩinated in 
„England.“ For chis anecdote, he quotes the authority of Thurloe, vol. VI. p. 570. 589. But, 
ik the- learned hiſtorian had given himſolf We to examine theſe authdrities, 8 not 
| have committed fo capital a miſtake, | 

According tg his account, the intention of attacking the Spaniards in the Weſt- Indies was noto- - 
ous to the Jubordinate officers of Penn's fleet. But the fact was directly the reverſe. The deſti- 
nation of the fleet. was kept ſo profound a ſecret, chat none of the fore\gn miniſters, then reſident: 

| in: 


* 
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| for Lawſon and Lyons were violent fifth-monarchy men, and deep in the plot of an infurrection 


ſaſfinate Cromwell Il. Thurloe got intelligence, from. intercepted letters, of the money ſent over 


vol. I p. 119. 


- thein 100 vabasBarbadeegs abey; heat up fox yoluathers.;. and, having 
raiſcel- there ſour aboyſand ſoot, anch tu ſmall Beens af bud hre, 


2 eiiien, Ait 14 WIT, 2 . , . 161189 2. 4+: Hail ed 


in | England, con prone Ys it : they, had, various, opmeſtures, but nn certain intelligence 
0 and Bl tema NO kngwled e eh it; "acither Te them im what the other was ta . 


abe not idformdea perfettſy what le mſel ves were to perform j Weir 
ati feu; anddbey loner gm ro hem . 
Ne e ons 05 he 59 fp ns of tc 


3 to po to WL, and or this reaſon carried, private adventures; 
Abt abe 1s enge French, "Spanith; 6r Datell Tabjehs. The 


31 4 4 3 r 'Qtthend! laboured 
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tmafeſty agsinſt his ofher r elo 
in Chriſtendom): Be lnged; | abat, dt ahn fucceſd of the Rngli feet be what it qould i in che 
fam-lending/ conſtant aud, fall ſupplies itber, the de- 

me to nothing; und, finally, that, if he would. lend Charles ſuch affiſtance and coun- 
be Hed thi rerljing 4 ef bil Swim airs; /the royal 2 


ole Rena Serdy, vol 


4 


975 , er 
ed to theſe 4 7 
Fog — 
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among the leyellers; in the feet“! Por this putpdle, he re. 
ceired money bol he cat al pain and an. agent was employed ar c e e it 
In er n employed 

1 4 ng . We l and other 16 ra oe . ce 8 common ſea- 


Alt beg degnr.andinpigurn ere med long after the deparure: of dent der anna th 
time when irs deſtination. cealed ta be; a ſecret. W 1275 

Aber Pets retirn from the conqueſt of Jamaica, he was diſgraced ; kis continand/ in the feet 
taken from him, and given to general Montague who with Blake was appointed joint- admiral 
of the ſecond der i. eee it ms pred they » Which: be ew intercept the 
Spaniſh plate ; in effeing/whict 25> th might to * 
if derbe Kaas "hs! meri Th mh 8 my 
Among the ſhips of this . names are eee by 
Montague, viz, the captains, Lyons, Hill, and Ableſon, and a licutenant of the Reſolution 11. 

He aſſerts, that Lawſon, the vice-admiral, was concerned with them ; which is extremely probable; 


formed in the ſame. year, againſt the Protector. was allo. in ſtrict intimacy with colonel 
Sexby before-mentioned,-the diſlributer of che Spaniſh, money, who, had hired Sypderoomb to aſ- 


from Bruflels, where Charles reſided, to.corrupt the fleet; and that. thoſe officers, who had ſheun 
themſelves | diddatisfied,. acted thus in . concert; with others” who. received letters. weekly from 
m. * nme ichemes, aa Er SAGE their. * 
| e 
e der PEP wb ith uss. 163; 16% 995. = = 
+ Clarendon's Hit. 673. Whitlock, Raging Rotick, 463. ö «2/4 
t Qrmond to D. of Newberg, June 15, 1655. Carte, vol. II. | 3 
Thurl. vol. VI. 2 *# Jan, 1656, Thurl. vol Iv: p- 388. I Thurl, vol. VL p. 589. 
231 March 1656. Tart vol, IV; . 570% 577. 590 H Thurk, vol. VI. p. 299." „„ cute, vol. II. 
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ailed fromtherice the 31 ft of Marchh, 16555 for St. Kitt's; Where 
they found one thouſand recruits, collected partly from thence and 
from Nevis, anũ che other adjacent iſlands © ſo that on their depar- 
ture they were able to muſter about den thouſand eldctiye men; 
including one thouſand ſea: men formed into regime. of marines,” 
under-commandof vicecadmirnal- Goodfitthc tt Oo Io 7 
On the rgth of April the fleet arrived uff St. Domingo; and pre- 
paratiohs were! immediately made for a deſcent: but, unfortu - 
nately;\the/commiſſioners; the admiral, and the general, diſagreed 
in opinion; various difficulties were ſtarted- The general propo- 
ſed the debarkation ſhould be made a8 neat as poſſible to the fort 
St. Jerome, lying at: the bottom: of the harbour, and covering the 
towu, beforo che Spaniards ſhould have notice of their deſign, or 
time to prepare for oppoſition; and by coming thus ſuddenly upon 


them, they might reaſonably hope to catr the place by aſſault. 
Others, particularly commiſſiodet Winſlow: and the admiral, in- 


ſiſted, that the fleet could not get near enough to effect this purpoſe, 
and that the troops muſt therefore be landed at the mouth of Rio 
Hayna, or Hine River, where Sir Franeis Drake had formerly 
landed, and march from thence to attack the fort. This opinion 
prevailed; and gave great diſguſt to the ſeamen in general, who 


He brttes Wörth NMendagre b 4 They ave got u great ſum of money t raiſe forevs here a good 
part of ich s fallen into our hands. Their treaſurer-is a ſeaman, and a great gonfidant of 
© Lawſon's,, and of , who deſerted their commands ; and it is certain, that this money was 
given by thes nd, upon this undertaking of Sexby, that the feet would revolt before they 
went from Portimauth. This being joined to what you knew before your departure hence, it 
js not hard to judge of the ſpirit of theſe pretenders-to honeſty *.” From theſe authorities it is 
evident, that the diſſatisfactions, alluded to by Mr. Hume, did not occur in Penn's fleet, but in the 
fleet fitted out near a twelyemonth after the taking of Jamaica. When the recuſant officers wert 
hard puſhed, by admiral Montague, to affign their teaſons' for-deſerting the ſervice ; one alledged, 
* that they had not reveived due payment of their arrears z. mother, ( that his wife did not chooſe 
* he ſhould be ſent to a diſtance from ber, and that tion was not adapted to a hot cli- 
© mate;” a third (Capt. Ableſon), „ that! | averſe to engaging with the Spaniards 
an America nb he e u hho Gd ti e e Such were their evaſions, to con- 
cal the baſeneſs of their minds, Which de dem foop'to- Pede the wages of corruption from 
the king's private emiſſaries ; in doing which it is plain, they were traitors to the commonwealth ' 
of England, and very mercenary friends to Charles. This afflir of the Spaniſh money does not at 
al correſpond with Mri Hure's encomium on their intiocence,|honour, and conſcientious ſcruples; 
but it well juſtifies Thurloe's opinion of them. In regard +0 the juiticn of the wur, which Mr. 

pronounces, to haye been * contrary to the principles of natural equity,” I ſhall take the li- 
derty of encountering that opinion hereafter. Mit 

Sas de 9 1 Naa. vol. VI. 7. 58g. | 
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differed 
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eren A Ni Bet W ied I dee den- ſhips 
could appioach near eriough to the fort by tacking<in 3 bot the ad. 

mice, in his jourtial of 'proctedings/ſabmitced afterwards to the 
council of Rate aſſerted, that, after ſome cattempts to turn up 
inte che harbour, he was obliged to defiſt, the wind being directly 
in their teeth. What contributed to increaſe this diſguſt amongſt 
the forces wis an Order, ifſbod by the commiſſioners immediately 
' before the diſembarkation, prohibiting the army from plunder, 
upon pain of death. Such a prohibition was particularly offenſive 
to the not recruits collected among the iflands; who had boen 
cel laduced to engage on this enpodition hy the hope of plunder. 
On hearing the order prochaited, they threw don heir arms 
With isdignetion, and with difficulty were prevailed upon to reſume 
 thew! by a folonin afſurunee of their general, that they thoyld re- 
ele uin Weeks pay, in Med of plunder,” The prohibition was 
eee en a pitiful faving/int&hded/by the couticil of Rate; who 
0 ad geen te commlipners exprofe. order to diſpoſe of all prizes 
j 901 booty, abit} apply the prüfted rewards deftaxing ihe contingent 
charges of arty and navy. This was but an unfavorable outſet; 
and it ey be readtly ſuppoſes, the army procetded on 'their ſer- 
ee with be very great alerttheſs, ſies the ohinf pon t their en- 
degwonte was d uhſtaſahahly taken away On the z4ths. aſter 
caſtihp e goin ogg 8 n oor, 


4 

; 12 
7 
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D 1 5 eg woy Minn, — — ei- 
ther ofthe conntry 970 5 whick they were ro pats,. or the” natare- 
and conditien of the fortifications» they: Were r toanvell, and with 

only” obe or two! days horr aflowince of bad/-providion.: - They 
marched the hole dag withour an güne ih a ep arching: fand, 
through-tall woods, whoſe-cloſencfs. obliicudied. the free. paſſage of | 
the ſes breeze, and rendered the air intolerably ſultry. The fol 
diers, parcheq with drought, and finding no. ſupply of Water by the 
Way 0 flake: their entreme thirſt, gathered. oanges and ether fruits: 
of which they were tempted to eat ſuel irnmoderate quantities, 
that great part of them were ſeized with a ſevere flux ; ſome hun- 


dreds dropped dowRon * man of. whom were too much 
| .| weakened 


| Fray . Boοπ I. ITT 10. a 
werkeneckto Proceed; and ochers diedi Theedlonels Butler and Holdip, 
with their" tegitnenrs, wee ordered to lind t the Eaftward of the 
city, and there wait; but they were unable te effect a - landing in 
chat part, and therefore wetitathore/ at the möburh of the Hine river; 
from wWhikikee they inipriidently bogen their march, and rambled = 
2 miles Wrought the wocds, having loft cher way; and at 
an With tlie utmoſt difficolty, foutd tneaus' $0:join the anale 
On the fame day, they fell ito an ambuſcade ; but foon 
70 50 their affailants, and were then ſ% bear to the city, that they 
might ealliy have entered It at eight; | if they had not the more for- 
midable enemies, hunger, thirſt; and weatitieſs, to contend with, 
| They Had the Additional misfortune to. 10e ohe Cox; their only 
guide, who wis Killed near 8 et Vehables, whilſt the latter 
was fecormoltting the fort, The general's ſecretary likewiſe was 
fliin by . cloſe at bis Ade; and be himſelf very nar- 
towly eſcaped, The want of fore refteſhments was attended with 
we Liſt zxcdutiming. pai: The whole army now impaticntly 
trig our for water; und id aggravated was their: diſtreſs, that at 
ten o'clock at night, the very time when they had affured them- 
ſelyes of Polen the tity,” Atetreat was unavimouſly agreed upon. 
They. accotdingly chiarthied back to Hine river, but did not reach 
the watering place till the rgth, Here - they refreſhed themſelves 
for . ive days; and, during this interval, various were the conſul- 
tations between the general,” "the adrgiral, and the conmiſſioners ; 
Who fagreeing about the. plan, of future operations, the ſoldiers 
grew diſheartened by delay ; whilſt the Spaniards time to 
collect all their forces, and procure intelligence of their tuation, 
which indeed, through che mon infamous neglect, and even inhu- 
manity, the private animoſities of the chiefs in command, and op- 
Ppoſitioh' to each other, wWas now become truly lamentable. Deſbo- 
row, 4 favourite of the Protector, Had a Private ſhare in the con- 
traft for vicualing this amy. A large quantity of ſtores had been 
ſent to Partſmouth for this purpoſe ; a Venables was affured he 
ſhould carry out with him ten mont! ; proviſion for ten thouſand 
men: but the moſt part of the ſtores was ſent back to London, 
under pretente that there was not ſufficient root for it in the 
ſhips at that port, where the troops were to embatx; alttioagh the 

Gg 2 officers 
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cbliducking che expedition [þ]. The general made very heavy, 


Health. at chis time, as they, were much afflicted with. Garrheeas, 


copper ore was) ſo impregnated With that mineral, as II rendered 
10 ſeteon thenifelves from the inclemency of the weather, . though 


| mital. with his hole. 8 ax in "the harb bour entirely . 
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officers of the fleet found room in them for no inconſiderable Man: 


tity of commodities, with which they Seligned to, traffic; when, they 
ſhould touch at the iſlands: e ens $0 ord 


The atmy on leaving England were -milerably deftinte not 
only of proviſſon, but of arms, and other neceflaries 5 for 


4 


but fruitleſs complaints upon this ſubject; in his; letter from Barba. - 
does to the Protector. They were oblig ed therefore to, depend 
atmoſt ae on the fleet for ſubſiſtence, 79 But 125 Re! Wes 


* 


alt, . and. IImell portion & brown peg yg 
filled: with dirt and r „ No brandy, nor any comfortable li- 
quor, "was allowed them, although particularly. neceſſary for. their 


add: had no other:« drink than brackiſh water, which Jerved, only. to 
increaſe this) and :exaſperate. their Aale. . The Water of the river, 
which flowet In courſe from the mountains, per a 1 bp bed of 


extremely unt fer human uſe They had, moreover, no ſhelte: 


this was- bt the, Kaſon (ofthe: periodical, : rains 3. they Were en. 
ed ged by noxious 


poſed d and night b very heavy ſho! 15 


fogs dall, theſe vile combined to pro e an Epic emic flux which 
carcely any vt the ee 8 m u While, dhe . 


only;a, fo random ſhot 19 — fired ftom, t] the thips either againſt 
the fart Ir city. {Ie is exident,! that. the ver Ty. appeararice of ſo © great 


C4410) ear I e 
Cc rs opt to iv 
hi —— but n Reb Zo theſe for ther moſt part unſervi + fo that, on 
Jo LT uropean forces ai ee ee, 
the 1 r In. bare} F halfipikeg, to f. Poly Wl ae auack of St. Domingo, 
9 let of are digit mi geen. 1 iel igt 0 
W 2 at e 1 and ammunition ſo "Mary that, on leaving 122 they, 
e KAltecn charges pe. man. - "The ſoldiers, duiitlg the Hit fortnight ab fon) tal 
= lil -or vhet victuald; 'moll of them ut landing were extremely wealened by this ſpare 
diet; Aud were obliged nevercheled; ring their five; days. on ſhore, to SR o n three yp 
e 7 Yonabler'y letter to e ce vol, 1. 4 2E A 
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a naval force, broughe eloſe to the city, muſt have ſtruck terror 
into tlie inhabitants, and probably, might have frightened them 
into 11 but the admiral, whilſt he made not one mo- 

tion with his towards annoying, or even terrify ing. the enemy, 
ſeetned to enjoy à malicious pleaſure from the diſtreſſes of the 
army, and threw the whole burthen of the attack upon them, at 
the ſame time labouring, by every means in his power, to weakens, 
and diſappoint them of ſucdeſsi At another march was re- 
ſol ved upon; and, in order that the attack of the fort might be 
carried en in regular form, ſome artillery ald a heavy mortar- piece 
wete landed. Theſe the poor ſoldiers /were compelled to drag 
along; others were loaded With ſpades; mattocks, and various other 
implements for a ſiege; Which, being added to the weight of their 
knapſacks, arms, water, and eloaths; proved a moſt intolerable bur- 
then even to the ſtouteſt among them, and oppreſſed the weak ſo 
much as to render them unſerviceable. On the 2fth, they began 
cheir mateh, and paſſed. the night under arms in the midſt of the 
woods. The following day, their forlorn, conſiſting of four hundred 
men under command of adjutant- general Jaekſon was detached to- 

wards the fort. He was ordered te advance two Wings of his party 
on each ſide through the wood, for diſcovering- atmbuſcades, . Bur 
this mĩſcteaut, prompted either by cowardice or treachery, paid no 
obedience to his inſtructions: ; he prevailed on captain Butler to head 
the detachmeènt, and retired to the rear. Butler was a brave, but 
inexperienced ſoldier 3 and, continuing his route along the avenue; 
uicht was Iined on each fide withitrees, ard (fearleſs: of 'danger, 
was ſoddenly beguiled into an ambuſtade: however,; he behaved fo 
gallantly, that he kept his men in goed order till he was ſlain: 
Captain Powlet, of tho ſirelocks, diſplayed equal courage, and 
fought it out to the laſt; but he was ne ſooner killed. than Jack- 
on faced; about, and baſely ran away. Plie ſoldiers, now leſt with- 
out an offiter, unanimouſly! followed His example, and fed with 
ſuch impetdofity as to throw the van of the army, compoſed of 
che general's regiment, into immediate; diſorder. The front lines 
of that regiment in vain endeavoured: with their pikes to ſtop the 
fugitives; and the confuſion Was greatly augmented by the nar- 
an pela, BG the, avenue, which admitted no more than ſix men 


abreaſt, 


i EI 33.2 ** A 1 G Gn LA. P. 1685. 
_ abreaſt,;andiby.the annoyance of the fort guns, which were loaded 
wichgrage-ſbet, hits of iron, and, e hactele, and raked 
them inceſſantly. The army, thus wedged. in, Ware intapable of 
retreating 3; ſo that the Spaniards. continued to {book at chem. until 
they were tired with loading, their arms. Major-general Haynes 
ꝝ laſt und means t d eff therrear. of, hie, regiment. into the 
Vos, counterflankelithe enemy, drove them to the vety walls of 
the. forts, and ee eee bad ot met, dae a 
mins ede iid, 10 dre th opti cds eiern ee 0 41 Boy Ar "1 
eee eee vere 
* lug, cauſed himſelf during the aſtion to be led about Re 5 45 to 
rank, encouraging the enz but) faintzing at laſt, he Was obliged 
to quit the command to major general Forteſene, who ſoon found 
every pexſuaſion unavailing: the troops were ſo weak and diſheartened, 
that not any of them, could be hgught to ſerve the mortar, in order 
co ſilence the fort. la the engagement the brave major, general 
Haynes, his lieutenant Colonel Clark, major Ferguſon of the ge- 
neral's regiment, the Captains Hinde and Hancock, ſeyemil lieute- 
nants and enſigns, the whole neformade,. ſewenteen only excepted, 
aud ſoche hundred privates, | were: Killed; many wounded ; and 
nine pair of colours loſt. We have the following anecdote. tranſ- 
mitted of major general Haynes, Which gught 60 be recorded to bi: 
immortal honour. During the action, he was at one time engaged | 
with no leſs than eight of the enemy; one of whom he flew; and 
deſperately wounded, the reft ; a little before his death he cried out, 
that, if only ſix brave fellows would ſtund by him, he would ſoon 
«force the enemy to rettcat,””. But not a man catne to his affiftance; 
and, having received a mortal thruſt From. a Kare. be fel like 7 
old Roman, covered with wounds and glory. | 
- The panic which had benumbed the army will not 8 ex· 
exeaordigaty, af, we. conſider the condition of the men, - waſted as 
they were with a moſt deleterious ſickneſs, ſpent wick heat and 
fatigue, debilitated by want of food and reſt, and conſined iu a de- 
tile. where no more thani the front rank could engage. In ſuch cir- 
curmſtances, it is not at all wonderful, that a very ſmall body ſhould 
_ ind it in their pom er to diſconcert, and even drive before them, 2 
r Beſides, ans why ſuddenly recover frota the 
| * | diſorder 
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diſorder into which they had been. thrown by the forlorn, although. 
the officors/did every thing in their power to rally that corps, and 
even killed > ſeveral of them on the {pot as an example to the reſt. 
The party of the enemy, who put them into this terror and con- 
fuſions conſiſted of no more than three hundred, moſt of whom 
were Negroes and Mulattoes, Captain Haynes, fog. to the major- 
„at the head of twenty horſe, totally diſperſed. them, without 
loſs of 2 than, and reſcued his father's dead body. This is ſufficient 
to ſhew-with, what eaſe ſuch a deſpicable crew might have: been re- 
pelled, and the place ſubdued, had the-forlorn been commanded by 
an able officer, or the troops ſupplied with ons and ner 
encies nectſſary to preſarvt their vigour and ſpirit. 

The general imputed. this unhappy defeat to the ilk behaviour of 
the rocruits collected from Bazbadoes and the other iflands, who- 
were injudiciouſly ſent on the forloen. But it ſeems evident, that 
he ought to have ſelected ſome: of his beſt and moſt poonnced 
men for that ſervice, headed by an officer of approved ability; or 
_ ſhould have provided againft thoſt . 511: PAR be 
reaſonably apprehended from theit repulſe. 

On dhe 27th, - the officers, taking into ee the extreme 
debility of their men, with their total want of uictuals and water 
(for this enemy had ſtopped up all their wells), privately agreed: to 
retreat. Having firſt” buried their mortar-piece in the ſand, they: 
returned onee more, ' with 'their arms and baggage, to their old 
quarters at Hine river. Conferences were renewed between the 
general, the admiral, aud commiſſioners; and their debates, as 
uſual, were acrimonious, dilatory, and inconcluſive. In the mean 
while, the rains, pouring inceffantly, harraſſed the diſconſolate 
troops on ſhore ; the flux raged with aggravatad violence among 
ther; and; in addition to their mileries, they: wert ſo inhumanly 
neglected by the fleet, that, for want of other ſubſiſtence, they 
were driven to the expedient of devouring all their troop-hor ſes and 
dogs: thein fick and waunded. were ſuffeted to lie on the open 
decks of the ſhips in the harbour, for forty-eight hours, without 
either aliment or dreſſing; inſomoch that maggots were bred in their 
fores. The general avertod, that Penn had given rear-admiral. 


Blaggo * orders not to furniſh the atmy with any more pro- 
uiſions 


* 
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viſons of what Kind ſdever- Such: ſivage bur burity merited: the 
moſt capital puniſhment: yet has thatradmiral been extolled, by all! 


hisPaftiZahs, ds a mirrbur of worth and bravery. In fact. the blind 
pattiality of hiſtorians, more eſp, of ” theſe times} has led them 
1 Uetibe" te beſt characters to the worſt of men; and the con- 
| This has" "always been the foible of writers, who were ag 
het 8 under the domibient of inveterate party tage, as, thoſe very 


perſons whoſe actions or manners th 3 to deſcribe. The 


army had loſt, by ſickneſs and their Aden ſkirmiſhes, upwards of 


augmenting . the officers reſolved (after ſceking · God) ta enter upon a 


general purgation of manners. Jackſoh, the firſt: object of their 


wrath, was found guilty of bowardioe by a: court · martial, caſhiered 
ignominioufly, and condemned to ſerve as a ſwabber on board the 
hoſpital hip. Some looſe women, detected in men's cloths, were 
ererey eee; and à ſtrict inquiry made after all ſuſpected 
proſtitutes One of the late major-general's ſoldiers, having been 
convicted of running away, was hanged; and a tigid diſcipline en- 
joined to every regiment. Aſter theſe neceſſary ſeverities, the com- 
manders, perceiving that the ſickneſs did not in the leaſt abate, de- 


1 termined to abandon St: Domingo, and proceed next to the attack 


of Jamaica; where they either expected to meet with leſs reſiſtance 


than at Cuba or thought it prudent not to return to Europe, with- 


out recommending themſelves to the Protector by ſome ſucceſsful 
exploit, which, however inconſiderable, might ſerve to check a too 
ſevere 8 8 into che e e theiy, late een miſcar- 


. | 


gth of __y off Port Cagua, or, as it is now called, Port Royal, in 


Jamaica,” In their paſſage from St. Domingo died the commiſſioner 


Winſlow,” very little regretted. - He is repreſented: to have been a 


haughty, opinionated man, tenacious of his own conceits, petulant, 


weak, and plunged into fanaticiſm. But, in truth, ſo conflicting 
were the tempers of the chief perſons employed to conduct this ex- 
pedition, that the portraits given of one another are not to be re- 
ceived without a vety large allowance for partiality and private ran- 
court. 'In this light we are alſo to conſider the aſlertion, that the 


* 


five Hundred men in the ſpace of ten days. Thieir calamities till | 


r ee ow the 
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 adqaaxal was. ſo. thoroughly convinced of the general's cowardice, or 
incapacity, as. to declare qpenly that be would not truſt Venables 
| with the attack of; Jamaica, if he could poſſihly attempt it with his 
fleet. The following cixcumſtance ſeems indeed to ſupport this 
declaration. The admiral, on entering the harbour, failed a-head 
in his ſhip called the Martin Galley, and continued bearing down 


towards the Spaniſh, breaſt-work. at, Palſage Fort, under crowded 
ſails, until, ens un and in thig poſition he covered the 


troops at theit deſcent. From the tenor % his conduct, therefore, 
it ſeems as if he thought himſelf. bound, to attend the operations 
of the army no further than merely to ſecure their N yon 
the enemy.'s coaſt, andthere leave them. te to their fate. wt; 
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0 N the oth of May, in the evening, the troops were landed 
at Paſſage Fort, which was fortified by nine pieces of cannon, and 
a guard of five; hundred men. A proclamation was inſtantiy made 
by the general's. order, that, if any man attempted to run away, 
the perſou next to him ſhould ſhoot him dead, or forfeit his own life. 
But there as little occaſion for this order; the Spaniards fled with- 
out offering the leaſt reſiſtance, and left the Engliſh in peaceable poſ- 
ſeſſion of their fortreſs. The rmx ag with all expedition; and 


delay to Ste n la Vega, which lay ping at the diſtance of ſix 
miles. Had they proceeded according to this reſolution, they had 
probably ſecured a large booty; but, before their rear was in mo- 
tion, the general, to their great aſtoniſhment, commanded the 
army to halt, and then Gccording to his uſual cuſtom) repaired 
on board ſhip to take his re poſe. The ſoldiers remained under arms 
the whole night, and were 123 to march until late the next 
morning. This ſhameful delay gave the Spaniards ſufficient time 
for, removing bag and baggage from the town ; and greatly injured 
the troops, by expoſing them unneceſſarily to the ror ag of night 
and heat of the, „ without either reſt or refreſhment. 4 

Vor- 19997 Hh enen. 
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— 'On 9175 1 * 110 the town. 8 Spaniards, previous 


"to heir apptoach, had ent the "whole night" in retvving'all cheir 
valuable goods, rogether with their women, children, and Negro 
ſervants, to ſome little diſtance in the country.” A treat) was fer 
don foot with them; Which was fpun our for 'a week.” In this in- 
eryal, Venables, ſuffering himfelf to be amwied wittr preſerits. of 
it. "Ad" 'other "civilities, from the Spaniſn governor, afforded: the 
inhabitants full Teifure för ſeruring their moveables beyond the 
Teach of the Englith, and determining the place of their future re. 
_ dence, at leaſt during the ſtay of their invaders, which they, fup-. 
po fed would not be of very Vick contihuance. During the progres 
of the treaty, the general was ftrongly importuned by his Officers, 
that a detachment might be ordered out, to prevent the enemy from 
ſtealing away with their effects (as they were then: poſted / within 
three miles only of the town), in the event of their not coming to 
FO, accommodation; but he turned'a deaf ear to this ſeaſonable re. 
| Monſtrance ; ; and at laſt the tapitulation. Was ratified” on the 
part 'of the Englith, "by major. general Forteſcue, viee- admiral 
Goodſon, colonels "Holdip” and D'Oyley, corhmiſfioners ap- 
pointed by the general aud admirel for that pnrpoſe ; and, on the pan 
8 ef the Spaniards, by two commitfioners, one of whom was their 
| governor, . Don Chäſtopher Arnoldo 'Safi. Among "other tetms, 
they were promiſed ek lives, and the benefit and prote ion of 
the laws of England to all ſuch as choſt to become ſubjefts of / the 
| commonwealth ; provided that none, under the- rank of 'commil- 
ſion officers, ſhould be allowed to wear rapiers or poignards. But, 

in regard to thoſe who did not incline to remain! in the iſland under 
Engliſh government, they wore required to come in, lay down. 
their arms, and ſurrender all their ſlaves and effects to the "diſcretion 
of the general and admiral 3. in cotifideration of which, they ſhould 
be 4—— free tranſport in the ſhips of the fleet to Europe, or 
New Spain. When thefe conditions. were ſhewn. to the reſt. of 
the Spaniards, they rejected them with indignation: 2 they: urged, 
in reply, that they choſe not to decline from the- allegiance they 

. owed their natural fovereign the king of Spain; that they were 
not deſirous of being removed from the iſland, for, being all nz 


tives of Jamaica, they had neither relations nor friends in Old or 
Nen 
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New Spain to give them relief; and, in ſhort, that they Were tre- 
ſolved rather to ſtay and petiſn in that iſland, than 
in a foreign country. Having given this as their final anſwer, and 
perceiving no likelibhood of more acceptable. 


hands of the Engliſn. The general Was taxed with avarice upon 
this oecaſion, though upon what grounds it does dot appear. It is 

certain,” he did not ſeize the opportunity given him of plundering 
the Spaniards bofore their retreat; but, as their effects were re- 
moved previous to the treaty, it ſeemng nat credible that he re- 
ceived” amy pecuniary douceur for ſpariug them: had ſuch an oc- 
currence paſſed, there were too many eyes upon bis conduct not 
to have obſerved it; and too fei perſons 10 much attached to him 
as not to have divulged it. I rather impute this ſcandal to ſome of 
his enemies in the fleet, by way of recrimination for a cenſure of 
the like kind which he had ſome time before paſſed on the admiral, 

and which probably was the real ſource. of diſagreement between 


them. Antecedent to Sn. the Engliſh ſugar 


iſlands wers of very little value tg/ their mother country. Their 
trade was wholly mabaged hy the Dutch ; theſe brought the planters 
4 regular ſupply of European goods and manufactures; and were 
the carriers of their produce, which for the moſt part centered in 
the hands of merchants living in Holland, or other foreign parts, 
without any, or very little, advantage to England; for the Dutch 
took no manufaftures from that kingdom, except of ſuch ſort as 
could not elſewhere. be procured, and fold them ſugars, and other 
_ commodities, produced in the |Engliſh Weſt-India iſlands, at an 
enhanced price. Cromwell, determined on putting a ſtop ta this 
unnatural intercourſe, had given admiral Penn tri orders to ſeize 
every Dutch veſſel he- ſhould meet with trading at any of theſe 
lands. When the fleet arrived at Barbadoes, the admiral found 
ten or fourteen of theſe veſſels in port; every one of which he 
ſcized as prize; and having aſſigned their cargoes to the fole cuſtody 
and diſpoſal of his nephew, general Vepables thought fit to inter- 
poſe, and repreſented, that he thought ſome other perſons ſhould 
be joined with the young man as a cheque upon his conduct, and 
to prevent all * of embezzlement. The haughty ſpirit of 

Hh 2 the 


beg their bread 


terms, they retired | 
into the North. ſide mountains, leaving their two deputies in the 
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the adtirar retkutech che JGabation'eontained n {propoſal ; 
auc their diſpute! was further heightened by the general's inſiſting 
with Horne warmth on the expediency of iti This was probably 
the origin bf a ſeeret grudge, hieb inſtigated the admiral to thwart 
and diſtreſt the general, hen at St. Domingo: by every means in 
His power; at leaſt; it is not en ile his behaviour at that 
atrack with'any other cauſe of" equal HY aner. r | 
| _The*Engliſh found the climate more temperate than that of St. 

Donne, as being more open to the ſea brecae. Here were ſe- 
veraFſmalt fugar · works, and plantations of mace; rice, caſſavd, and 
tobacco. But what gave them more pleaſure was, to learn, from 
one of the oldeſt inhabitants, that a ſilver mine was opened; that 
another of copper had lately been diſcovered; and that the grains 
of gold, which'the Spaniards had caſually picked up, afforded rea- 
ſonable expectation” of diſcovering ſome veius of that precious 
metal. From this intelligence, the army began to be extremely 
well ſatisfied with their conqueſt, hoping, no doubt, that, after a 
nttle better acquaintance with the country, they might find means 
* amaſs a conſiderable ſtock of wealth, without much labour. 

Fhe iſland at this time belonged, as ſotne ſay, to the duke de Ver- 
gua, who was lineally deſcended from Chriſtopher Columbus: ſochat 
it was the private eſtate of a Spaniſh ſubject, and not a member of the: 
royal demeſne [ ej. Its ehĩef ports were, Caguayaſ d]; next to this, 
Eſquivel fe], which was thought of great importance, as it af- 
forded convenience for ſhip- building on an arm of the ſea, which 
forms a baſon on the- Eaſtern fide. - This arm, called Guavagera, 
admits a ſmall freſh - water tiver, named El Rio de la Puente f }. 
The land between the town of St: Jago and Eſquivel was then, for 
the moſt part, open ſuvannah, or plain, well ſtocked with cattle 
and horſes; but, ſince theſe days, it has been much over- run with 
the opopinax and caſhaw trees. A Portugueze informed the Engliſh, 
that, near this port, in a mountain called Meſcher Cornouſwe [g]. 
was a very rich ſilver mine, which the Spaniards had juſt opened. 


19 Tt was rather, eee fief of the crown; for i Candy bun auen 
granted to the duke in full ſoverelgray. INGO DO win 406115 D 


2 -(4] Now Port Royal. * 1955 St) 
. {}/0 Hmbour. It weck its name from Juan ae Eiquieto, | — t bens Columbus 
in 1509. | 


[7] Bridge River. lol Suppoſed to be for part ofthe Healhſhire hill 
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The favannahs were by the Spaniards- forme to wer they 
called hiros [4 The Todians ate fuld to abe employed theſe lever 
grounds in the cultivation of their maize; and theit ſoil was then 
c . fertile: The Spaniards converted them to the fame vſe;. 
and into paſtures for their” Berds and flocks.” Bot thieſe pots; for-- 
merly ſo prolific, are now. bebome the moſt ſterile in the whole 
iſlaud i which. may be owing to feveraF cauſes; as, rhe impoveriſhing | 
the eaith by inceflanticulture jthe failure of Nabe taius in thoſe 
parts, which, were auciently wate red with plentiful ſhowers; and 
the:utter; inattention to reſtoring fertility by à proper manure. What 
now fortns:the diſtriet of Vere and Wichy wood was' called the hato- 
of  Yama and Guatibgcoa.. In the hato of Lama was the moun- 
tain called 14 Patida Batellio 3 z fix miles to the Weſtward' of whictt 
was the [x Manati mountain, pver which ran a ſtony narrow path, 
of about-eight feet in breadth, © This was the only road by which 
the Spaniards paſſed to the Weſtern parts of the iſland. Near Great 
pedro point, in St. Elizabeth's, was the hato of Pereda I. 
eſtermed one of the beſt and largeſt pieces of ſavannah in the 
_ iſſaud, being twelve miles or more im length: this now goes under 
the. name of Pedro Plains, and Great Savannah: near this hato was 
a ſmall village, called Parattee.. About fix miles Weſt of the great 
river 8 [m],, lay the, hato of EI Eadq.[z]; next to this the 
hato Cabe co Le] and, ach joinidg to the latter, the favannah of the- 

ſea, or, as as-it 18 Till.called; Savannah la Mar. To the'Eaftward of 
puerto de Caguaya, was the hato de Liguany, which was then 
ſtocked with large quantities of fine cedar, and other timbers proper 
for ſhip-building [], and conveniently bordering upon that fine 

baſon which now forms the harbour of Kingſton. The part lying 

between the long mountain and Liguany mountain was Called Le- 

zama, comprehendipg a long, n vy ſip of plantable land: Pur- 
ther Eaſtward was the bato, Ayala, full of tame. cattle, and eſteemed” 
very proper. for ſugar dae e, and reQing mills on two con- 


Ui e flaws d bern. . [7] Now Round in, jn Vere: 
4 weer. , pextthe coaſt. The road. ran from Swift river over er Long Bay 
the De 
III Or probatly: Pataida, + parade,” e Cubilng bee ae how: Black er. 
[2] White Savannah. _ [0] Now Cape Bonito. f 
L Trey found che ſnips on the ſtocks in building. : 
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| Next da e wan le ara of: Maps te, twely 
„ care; this hat terminated at. what was 
| called, che Mie. ab the gaps, or goint of Morante, to the Non 
"AY Which lay port. Mos 4% rings 
rom this account it ſeems, t 1 hat, although th £ e 1 
- 3 poſſeſſion of the e hoy occuph Val à ve 
mall portion of it, chiefly in the Southern diviſion. oy. had but 
ae intetcourſe wh ns Mn and Northern 7 1e Ae 
Wen to.th 17921 f Sevilla, , 40. END $ | 
hatos were the eſtates o 1 rich among TY hey. were in Ji 
about ten, ot at moſt twelve; and upon. Fach , th en was A houſe 
bof reſidence, or country houſe, for the owner reception „ whenever 
. choſe to retire from the tow tic e i ** 5 
des ds txaffic.was but mall. iy chiefly conſiſted. ir 1 Finz tre 
Sdpanich. bomeward-hound erchabt. ſhips With pry proviſions, of 
Which the ang produced. O great an a undance, that it was con- 
7 ane the granary and victualing a for all theſe ſhips. vj 
HBeſides, they killed. eighty. thouſand hogs. every 1 for the ſake 
0 their greaſe, which was called hog's ; butter, and ound 2 conſtant 
vent at Carthagena. This, greaſe, Or. lard, is "Kill ufed throughout 
al the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, a an ing redient i in their ollios, and 
other diſhes, inſtead of. butter, and. | preferable to It; as the 
* . imported from Europe, i is genera ly raucid before it xeaches | 
the iſlands, and, bein ing uſed by the Engliſh 1 in this fate, may be 
regarded as one cauſe of putrid fevers and „ o 
5 1 bas been obſerved to produce. n — 
Their mabegany, fuſtic, ebon 12 and lies gnum wvite, were other 
commodities. for trade. Of the firſt they Gat ſeveral, When the 
English landed, of thirty-ſix feet in girth, qr about twelve feet di- 
ameter; fuſtic, of about two; and Fenum ute, of three feet dia- 
meter; the bark of the latter, eſteemed at that time a great ſpecific 
againſt the lues venerea given in a decoction, fold at Carthagena, at 


2% flerling the pound weight. They had great plenty of cacao, 
bel The Hope and Cane. [7] Bull Bay, | (aa. 
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SARS Wk . 5 per buſhel. They likewiſe cultivated ſugar, pi- we 
miento;digþ, and tobacco, but in imall quantities, and chiefly for 
mieir own ctrfumption, Of. fruits they had a great variety; the 
pitio-upple, -_vocatoupeaty naſeberry, wamme-lapote, lime, lemon. 
orange, gunva, Donana, pluntain, papaw,” melon, cucumber, &c. 
Their potatoes were of, ſuch prodigious ſize, as to aſtoniſſi the 
Engliſh- officers : they were probably either the. ſweet potatoe, or 
the yam which latter, by its affinty vo the potatoe, might caſilß 
dein wee by Europeans. The fruits moſt in eſteem. among 
were, the pine, which ſold at pence each, and the 
eee ee which fold at /threepence : theſe probably had not long 
been introduced here; and, e e nene, 
eſtimable than the rn T9 59 9H Fete. 
Colonel. Modiford, / waking) bee beides obſerves; that, 
d the Eiglich would haye a iſland, Jamaica was fur preferable 
to any of the others, becauſe it had excellent harbours, and. was ac- 
conte the moſt plentiful and healthful of them all. If this 
place, ſuys hey . be fully planted, His highmeſs may. do what he 
will in the Weſt-Indiea“ But, not wichſtanding this recom- * 
mendation from ſd gogd a judge, neither: the people of his iſland 
bro eue nor of the other Catibbees, were deſirous to promote 
che ſettletdent of Jamaica 2 they feared it would cauſe: a drain * ; 
men from cheir Mands, and reduce the price of their ſtaple commo- 
duy, ſugar. For this reaſun, and others, they obſtrocted the 
Planting of it to the utmoſt of their power, and intimidated their 
inhabitants: from paſſing” over to ſottle there, by repreſenting it as a 
certain grade to all ſuch adventurers : Indeed, the calamities which | 
afterwards befell che army, occaſioned by their own obſtinacy and 
lazineſs, and the treachery” of their officers, in à great meaſure - 
helped to confirm Sis dad! SOOT One of 1. But to return to 
my narrative. 617 DIL 3 ih y 1 
The Enplifh erty were now in full 
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where they Shed War head - quagters. The officers choſe te 
handſowelt houſes: for their on uſe; and, after ſelecting as many 
more as were thought convenient for the accommodation of the 
private ſoldiers, they devoted the remainder to ruin. The firſt ob- 


jects of military rage were the religious edifices. The a bbey was 
leveled 
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leteled itt the gtounch ande tte clivgbes,.of -whighahers 3 were * 

ro named the Red vais and: Mhite Croſley entirely demoliſhed. 1 
pPlades were den Aetschad inqueſt of the SRaniardss of hom 80 

K 9 ap”? wetity-four were taken priſonerg, ad ſiſty ame in and voluntarily = 
25008. ſurrendered. Them teſti of them Genthediabquk nl bodies, and, off 
 Hhvitigdrivenall theiricattle;into the! wountains, , and, ruined their off 
dunds, the 'Englith troops found themſelves on a, ſudden 4 


proviſion gr 
extremetyi deſtitute of fdod in this land of plenty for they could 
procure no freſni meat except ãt che point of their Words, No 
victùalers from England brought them no ee eee 
days ſhort- allbwance of bread ; and the Whole fleet, * 
_ quiry;{wasfoundito-bave no more that three months 
But the (circumſtances: of the army were mare ee Er. 
dAluſive of their hend, They had hut à very ſmall Rock of caſſava; 
Aud ogethat little the Spaniards ſtole a ſhare. Whenever they 
woere lucy enough to) ptocure la few-roots, or a little freſhmeat, 
|.  , ahieyidevouted chem without: breadz their ;allgwance. being no more 
5 * thanthalfoay biſcuit ur day to each man The admiral in this di- 
ſtreſs ſent three hip tothe Cay rand Illes, to tabe in a loading of 
mute but they retutned with tog, few to ſupply the fleet alone. 
The ſtores for the arV having been landed at Paffage Fort, the 
ſoldiers were continmally harraſſed hy carrying them from chat di- 
Nance on their backs to the th, as they had meither horſes, nor 
-wheel-carfldges dr ather kind of vehicle, for that laborious ſer⸗ 
vioe. Their diet conſiſted of much the ſame; kind of materials as 
had been given them at St. Domingo, the refuſe of the naval pro- 
viſions; putrid ſalt beef, and rotten biſcuit, at a ſhort. alſqwance, 
with no other liquor for dilution than the turbid water of the Rio 
Cobte. Their ſevere; and conſtant drudgery,; ſuch ;unwholefome 
ſbood, together with a; bad habit of. body, gontracted during the un- 
fortunate campaign of St. Domingo [-, united to engender a maſt 
dreadful dyſentery, which, for want of any medicines or means to 
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check it, became epide mic, ſparing neither officers nor men; and ati 
: "xt The ces dzed ſo fall/ chal the general had en 0 do m find! mopkr Gen owes ſec 
their places. Near three thouſand; men were at this time (about the 25th of Mey, and withio 2 Cr 
fortnight after their landing) fick, occaßoned by their expoſure to the rains and Ul air of St, Do- cot 
mingo. The E caught there many 4 e carried to their graves,—Venables' letter to du 


. > groan Montague. 
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| 241 
ſo deblilitated-thoſe who were not immediately deſtroyed by it, that 
they looked like dead men, juſt crept abroad from their graves. 
So univerſal was mo the ſickneſs, that, on the 14thof June (leſs than 


a month aſter their landing) they had not more than five field- 
officers in health : a great many; officers and men had been ſwept 
off; two thouſand privates were ſick; and the reſt grew very un- 
ruly and mutinous. In this ſad conjuncture it was reſolved to keep 
only tht beſt⸗ſailing frigates as cruizers to attend the ſtation, and 
ſend home the remainder of the fleet under; admiral Penn, with an 
accoubt of the army's necoſſfities. "General ex who. bad 


St. Dont: and- began to be apprchenſive for gre 2 hw. 
embraced this opportunity of returning home. The admiral ſet 
{ail on the aʒ5th of June, with three fourths of the flect, leaving 
twelve frigates under command of the vieę · admiral Goodſon. In 
his paſſage through the gulph of Florida, the Paragon took fire, 
about ten leagues from the Havannah, and ble up; by, which un-— 
happy aceident one hundred perſons periſhed. To make ſome. 
little amends for this diſaſter, the admitab, having fallen in with a 
French Greenlander near the Land's End, made prize of her. On 
the arrival of the flect at St. Heleg's, Venables, dreading the Pro- 
tector's reſeutment for his having quitted the army without leave, 
diſpatched; a letter to ſecretary Thurloe; wherein. he made many 
pulillanimous excuſes, pleaded deplorable ill health, and dwelt on 
the deſotiption-of his bodily inficmities in the querulous ſtrain of 
au old woman complaining to her apothecary. He was ordered to 
attend the couneil, ſeverely. teprimanded, ſent priſoner to the Tower, 
and aſterwards diſmiſſed from all his employments. Penn likewiſe 
came in fori/a ſhare, of rebuke, and was committed. to the ſame 
place. Nori were they releaſed from thence, until they had pur- 
chaſed the Protector s forgiveneſs by making ſome ſubmiſſions, 
which on the part of Venables are ſaid to have been very humili- 
ating. In regard: to the principles af theſe two commanders, it 
ſeems agreed on all hands, that they were ſecretly diſaffected to 
Cromwell, and warmly attached to the royal exile. This is further 
confirmed by a paſſage in the marquis of Ormond's letter to the 
duke. of © Han Lok June 153, 3045, VIE | i bens fl 4c) 
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gBeſides the pbWer the king hath in the navy and amongſt the 
«-fearen ity this particelar Bete under adtmiral Penn; where! (be- 
ſides the commòtr ſoldiers and't - thete are many principal 
« oMicets' who have ſerved his: majeſty, aud whoſe affeftions will 
WM ute chem to receive any order from the king. P41; ENT 1117 "pw 644 +7 
Venables was deeply eoticerned im the unſueceſsſul inſurreſtion at 
Cheſter in favout of the Stuarts; and Penn having privatehi corre- 
ſponded with Charles, and afterwards appeared: among the moſt 
diſtinguiſbed favourites of that prince, I think there neeſis little fur- 
ther demonſtration of their averſion to the Protector: wo may there- 
fore be wurranted in conje@turingy that they were both equally care- 
leſs about the fuceefs of that enterprise, which the Protector had 
ſo mück at heart, and on which he is ſaid to have dependdled not a 
little for the future of his Power and, as favias they durſt, 
endeavoured tb render it ineffectual The ends of this mu- 
tual inchnation were further promoted by the variance between 
them in othet reſpects; it is cortait the admiral took every occaſion 
to diſtreſs the general, and in many inſtances behaved! towards the 
army in a manber thut cantiot be juſtiſied ; and they had their re- 
ſpective partiZatis, To theſe eauſes woe may impute theo miſcarriage 
ak St. Domingo, the miſerable ſſtuation of the aſmirs of the m, 

and the repugnant accounts which the "officers of either ſide have 
given in their public anch private Letters upon "this ſubject. Their 
contradictions have rend 6 part of their hiſtory ſo perplexed, 
that it ſeems difficult to diſcover hie of the two commanders me- 
rited the greateſt blame. Nor is the Protector's ſagacity: conſpicuous 
on this octdfion'; "who ſent our this army to conquer and- ſettle in 
the Weſt⸗Indies, omitting to furniſh- them with medicines, tools, 
and” other neceflaries proper for their ſopport and convenience, and 
ſuitable to that undertaking. With the general-went ſeveral com- 
miſſion officers; and the chief command devolved on major general 
Forteſcue- This gentleman, in his letter won after to the Pro- 
* ſays, „ it is a fruitful and pleaſant en n ene 

or, honeſt men, our greateſt want here.. 1 
l. Many there are, continues he, e out a us, 
01 d as if they would have ſtormed the Indies ; ; big with 
« expeQation of gold and flyer ready told up in bags; but, not 

* filing f ſuch and meeting with ſome. difficulties/ and 
| | 40 hardſhips, 
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f kern Several-of ſuch, 2 their Jefires | 
4 260" diſtontents, we have diſmiſſed; and they may return with 
harte Enough; We enpect, in their own defence, they will diſ- 
e parage the place-and/ſerviee; bat I hope wiſe and ſober men will 
eh Five much credit to them! Think not that I write to, entice 
4 nick inveigte men hither: groundleſsly, I ſpeak my own, and the 
+ judgement of wile chan 1, that it'is the beſt land they and I have 
ae fot on.” Here is enly a want of bread for the preſent, and 
Wool focitt y: Here i6- ſufficient; with God's bleſſing, to tender 
ens Wees very comfortable; and they who are able. to 
by 1 5 tht ſelves” with ſervants may ſbon enrich themſelves. 
This Letter may gite us foe des of the- humours with which the 
army was compounded ; ahd'-it is a teſtimony of the high eftima- 
tion itt which this iflacid was held by the more ſenſible men among 
5 officets.”” The army, after the gereril's departure, was governed 
a rt of tllitary council, compoſed of fiftceti eren 4 
e Maj erben Richard Pome, ane 


"Sali Bartyß, ane, Is J Mead, 

= "Phillip Ward,” FTfeury Bartlet, Michael Bland, | 
Henry Arent William Smitdk Wulam Jordan, 
1 Aut C © Vihctht Oorbdet, Rodett: Scaith.. 
"Richard Heap, PFranbeis Oy | 


*he diſeip line of it fell more — paint is ns; 
but the nere affairs of the inland were regulated by andes, 
in concett with che commiiffiotiers'Goodfor and Serle. 
The mijor-goticral” ade inſtant applicntisn ro Cromwell for 
cloathing, ſmiths and carpenters, tools, bread, oatmeal, i brandy, 
arms and ammunition, medicines, and other neceſſaries. The liſt 
is an indication of their many urgent wants. He defired, that ſer- 
vants might be ſent from Stotland; th afliſt them in planting ; that 
certain rtions of land might b. be digned to the officers and men 
ref bedtihel) and inſtructions given in regard to eſtabliſhitig' the 
wilt of civil k governinent. He repteſented the getierality . of the 
Private ſoldiers to be men of low fpitits, apt to receive impreſſions 
of fear; and re queſt&a” 4 rtinforcertient of welldifeiplined' Ve- 
terans ou Melaad, to be incorporated with them, and by their 
| It 2 * 
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exverizds\tinftinned: the'othersit01//a more vigorous and active diſpo- 
fitiotl· Three ſhips were diſpatched. to New. England ſor provi- 
fions. The ſeoutiiig parties, ſent from time to time into the woods, 
had caught about ter hundred horſes; and, as a very great number 
had — in theſe enecurſibus running wild, the officers were 
induced to reſolve on forming a regiment of horſe; which Was a 
meaſure particularly enjoined by the Protector, from an opinion 
that they would be highly uſeful, in caſe the Spaniards, ſhould. at- 
tempt a deſceut. Whilſt theſe precautions were under conſidera- 
tion in Jamaica, for its further ſecurity and defence, the council of 
ſtate in England vrere not innattentive to ſimnilar objects. They 
voted that one thouſand girls, and as many young men, ſhould be 
liſted in Ireland, r ovet, to aſſiſt in peopling the colony. In 
November, the ſame year, the Protector ordered the council of: 
Scotland to command the ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties, the com- 
miſſioners of pariſbes, and heritors of lands, that they ſhould. ap- 
prehend all known, idle, maſterleſs robbers and vagabonds, male 
and female, and tranſpott them to that iland. He affared For- 
teſeue of ſending eight additional ſhips of war; from thirty to forty. 
guns. Ile ſuppoſed that fill ſeven thouſand effectiye men were 
upon tlie place; but, neyertheleſs, promiſed a reinforcement of freſh. 
ſoldiers, and twelve months proviſion for the whole army. He 
diſpatched one Mr. Daniel Gookin to New-Eng land, with . 
of great encouragement to all who would bark for Jamaica, and 
ſettle there as planters. And he appointed major · general Sedge- 
wicke, an experienced officer, and reputed an honeſt man, to take 
the command of Fan in the 00% in. Me ab 22 955 Good- 
N en da Wet e ee 
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' SEDGEWICKE, arrived dt the les 5 of the year 
4566 5; and the circumſtances of the army at that ard cannot be 
better deſcribed than | in his own words. Bn | 
For the army,“ ſays he, I found them in as TM 2 deplo- 
2 Ws and diſtraQted a condition, as can be RF of, As the 
46 


16904) Book 4. A WAPUXL ws. 
«« th&odtamariders,” ſome. have quitted the iſland ſome have died, 
« ſome are fick, (aid others in indifferent health. Of the ſoldiers, 
« many are dead; and their carcaſes lying unburied every where 
in the highways and among the buſhes [Many that are alive 
appeat ke ghoſts; and; ab I went ithtdugh the town, they laß 
| groaning, aud orxing out, Bread, or the Lord's fake!“ The 
truth i When I firſt ſet my, [foot om land, I. nothing but 
4 ſymptoms of neceſſity and deſolation. 1 found the fhore ſtrewed 
With variety of caſks, hogſheads, panchrons, butts, barrels, 
cheſts and the like; and (ſeveralidry;. goods belonging to the 
ſtate, ſueh as linen uſhirts a 3 hats, 
armour arms, and nails, with many other things, lying without 
«any ſhelter,” expoſed! tu all the damage rhat ſun or rain could do 
to them and to the "theft and rapine of either ſoldiers or ſtran- 
gers, Who without , queſtion embezzaled much of them. Al . T 
* the little btead they had, which did not exceedi thirty thouſand : . * -» 
pounds weight; remained-in-caſk, in the open air, and much of 
« it was dathinified by weather; uhich bread was kept to be. diſtri- 
« buted in ſmall quatitity vo the ſoldiers, chiefly when ſent out on 
parties. The people here were in daily expectation of a-ſupply 
« of proviſions, yet made not the leaſt preparation for receiving 
them. It is a wonder to conſider ſo many wiſe men, ho had 
been bete, ſhould leave ſo much uf tlie ſtateꝰs property thus ex 
poſed ta ruit and hich was ſo abſulutely neceſſary for the well- 
« being. of the army; when, in a few days, a ſmall number of 
men might have erected a houſe ſufficient to have ſecured the 
hole.“ This perverſe and wicked negligence on the part of the | 
officers, aſtoniſhing: as it was, and fatal to ſo many of the ſoldiers, - 28 * 
atoſe from an uttet diſlike they:had-condeived againſt ſettling and 
Planting in this part of the wurld- r d recalled, or 
employed in military atehievements againſt the Spaniſh opulent 
towns. iu tlie neiglbourhood; 5 ey might | reap a plentiful 
Cop of gold and ſilver, and. purſue a! byſineis far more luerative, 
and -theræſom more pleaſant, than that of planting corn and pro- 
viſions for ia ſubſiſtence, |: They boped, that, by making no effort? 
towards any ſettlement, and cauſing by waſte and careleſſneſs a con- 
8 ee freſh ſupplies of neceſſary things, the 8 — | 
wou 
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would/grow:micaty:dfiths;expence;; and finding his: deſigw of co- 
lonization fruſtrated. might be forced: to rolinquiſn the aud, and 
withdraw his forces t This machinatibn, in which fe. 
vVoetal of the principal officers were oombined, u che real gauſc of 
"their atrocious chi ſanduct ing segard tg che Acres ſe: amply. fur- 
 miſhed:iforvexy Lange quantities. had been. Wired upon che fl 
intelligence: brought hy Fenn and Venables of the atrmy's Wants. 
W rendered the baſeneſs of their proceeſlings more crimina] 
Was, that theſe - officers, in purſuit of their ſeheme, ſuffered hun- 
dtedsof their men ta per ĩſſi miſerabiy by famiuk and diſsaſe hot 

» dives and vigour miglit, it is r6algnable ta think, hate been pro- 
iſerved by a common care of the proviſions ſent ſrom time to time, 
And da very moderate: applicatien ef their labour. to. eultivate the 
flame kinds uf country. vegetables, pulſe and grain, as they found 
growing at tho time of their arrival. But there was neither thrift 

* in the diſtributibn and preſervdtiom oi tho food ſupplied from Eng- 

mund: nor the leaſtadvanceraf Huſbandrꝝ tomards;providing a fub- 
ſiſtence from phe. fertile:: foil of the: iſland. as / a ſeeurity againſt fa 
Sb mine. Fhey were petmitted ca. privately; ordered, to root up 
2 and deſtroy the country products, with no other putpoſe than that 
Iithey might be conſined to a :precarious: dependenoe on Engliſb 
vvictualers from Europe, and forest by the preſſure of their neceſ- 
ſities into that ſpirit of diſaſtection and reluctance to the ſervice, 
which might prompt them cue be came Uk Haitien, hd bur 
thenſome to the ſtate. 7 Vet. ids Lit TY 26a Feng Og, hs 9013. 0 el: f 
Siocdgeweicke perocived their amn. He. s not, fphring. of repre- 
henſion to theſe oſficers; and he reſolved tu countetact᷑ their pur- 
poſes to the utmoſt of his power, and (exert himſelf to prevent ſuch 
[abuſes in future ·¶ His ſirſt cate was applied to the ſtores at Paſſage 
Foit. He had brought / wir him lone thoaſand tons of proviſion 
aaad; as he reaſbnably concluded that the army; ſenſible of tlie mi- 
ſeries ſuſtained by their former neglect, would | heartily: join in the 
proper means for ſecuring this new ſupply, he deſiretl they would 
. couſtruct ſome fort! of building for preſerving it from the weather. 
* But he was difappointed: in this expectation. The officers, under 
wWuarious pretemers, alledged, that not a man could be ſpared. Th: 

| kn ene their, * had declared. And 

| a 1 . 


* 
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Sedgewiche, perte dying this ſealed. and general-averfion. in the army. 


to the wicevadmiral: under, whole. digection, the Gailors, i in about 
{ix or eight days, huilt + camplete-:ſtore-houſe at Paſſage Fort, of | 
one hundred feet in length, and twenty-five ,i in Wi qa in which 

ann the goods- were properly rage, His, next buſineſs was to ex- 
amine the quantity of undamaged beta tbread ; and he Wund, 
chat, at &ſmall allo wange, the, men wauld have cent to ſup-. . 
port therm fot about months. While he was oecupied in thus 
eudeav ouring to eſtablich good order, Forteſcue died after. a few 
days illneſſ. A military cquneil was then formed for the Aﬀairg of 
e Arm It. conſiſted of the ſuperior commanders i in each Tegir. . 
rheno; being ſeven in all. Colonel D'Oyley,, as, ſenior. field- officer, 
was appointed preſident, in virtos of à power Which Sedgewieke 
had brought with; him, and which continued that authority for 
tauoe months, or until the Protector's further order. 


The coriditiotm of the army in reſpect. to health was ain: -moſt as. G 


plorable. An epideraical ſickneſs, raged amongſt them, which ſwept 


off one hundred and forty, men every. week. A regiment, com- 72 


manded by colonel Humphry, had arrived in. October. It confilted | 
of r and thirty-one young, healthy, and able: bodied , 
By the gth of November fifty of them. had been buried, 


The colonel; lieutenant · oolonel, and all the ſurviving. captains, were 
ck; together with moſt of the private men. Of all the commiſ- 
fon officers' in that regiment, not more chan four were able to 


march. The diſtempers, which at this time prevailed with ſo 
much inveteracy, were fevers, fluxes, and dropſies. It is probable, 


the originab diſorder; was an ague and fever, the conſequence of 
heavy autummal rains. 
remedy in that diſeaſe, was unkn 


plaint mote obſtinate, if not mortal. In the latter caſe, the diſorder 
probably termihated in a diarthœa; and, i in the former, a dropſy. 
The ſymptoms were, doubtleſs,- alſo, much exaſperated-by the bad- 
nels: oft their diets the quality of the water, and the want of ne- 


conv enient 


At this tim the Jeſuits, Bark, the ſp pecific b 
them. Bleeding was ge- 
nerally adminiſtered; which! feldom 5 of rendering the com- 


eee ek perſons ; for they had no hoſpital, nor other 


= * 
3 


7 -_ ay ” 


ene one lieutenant, and two enſigns. 


to do any\ thing, however neceflary, for their on benefit, appbed, * 


* 


. 
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Plots ctor, he ys, „ Thee Mantis afapredite produce any kind of 
— 44 merthatidizes that othier Hinds 40% It ie full ö leveral forts of 
battle. Thie Englich, bude they game hither, haue killed: twenty 

„ -<2tob(a8 head? and the reſt are now grovnide/wild; that it is not 
[7 «ans eaſy matter to kill any of adit though fotmetly, in the 

e of the 175 they were all, both cos and horſes, \kept; 
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a << them WhetetS8Ve 
„ given ! to. ipereaſe f Anters here, it might be well; but, as the 


, iN <8 R. caſe Maude "at pte at, there can be n cs nd The 
1 Art Claim Mt che Land about the töwng ſe that there is very 
= + 2 Preat 'Ufficalty to zecstemeckate five. or fix yoo 
— 0 arms, or ſent for home again: dig or plantthey+ will not; but 


. much proviſion, ab world have kept chem alive: little is yet done 


| nisation of a place, the natural deptavity of whoſe air muſt have 


7 "+ s * 
#. s ©! 


themſelves to agriculture. and à "courſe of induſtry, Sedgewicke 


* 


Alt 3 le 4 x4 ao 2 LA. * #655. 
<—_—_ "ict itticaariof,0e women toluttend them int the ca- 
poet or nurſes! T think wwe are ior eo charge his mortality; upon 
the "climate, "bile" the matiy other: 'proximate cauſes; which were 
ſurely equal to the effect. Seage weiche Who wens. very capable of 
- forting a rig Mt judgernent on on this! point, ſeerns to favour this opi- 
nion; , in öden his feritiments abqut this time to the 


. 2 * 


oper herdſmen. Out ſoldiers have deſtroyed: 


Al Torts Of Frunt, rn Ind cattle;{ nothing but ruin attend 
they: 89. IT ſome pbod encouragement was 


r iplanters with a 
4 Title” " ground.” Fe folders © defire, "either! to bef employed in 


4 wobld rathet ſtarve than work. They might have cultivated as. 


* in this Way; 10 that, utilels there be a further ſupply of victuals 
0 kent hither, they will periſh: For want of food.“ Surely, he would 
not have uſed theſe arguments, tscommending the.: effe&tual colo- 


rendered every ſuch attempt fatal atid abortive. His character of the 
Toldiers implies a very ſufficient reaſon for their diſeaſes j and theſe, 
When aggravated to a degree of” malignancy, ' became; no doubt, 
| contagious to the new recruits of Europeans intermized with them. 
Weak as the erbectation was, of perſuading ſuch men to betake 


omitted nothing in his power conducive” to this deſign; but his 
principal effort only ſerved to diſcloſe more openly and avowedly 
:the real ground of their obſtinate inactivity, He nad eultivated 


the belt un derten with tlie vice-admiral; Who was equally - 
peioſe 
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poſed): to eſtabliſn the colbny, purſuant to the Protector's Well 
known intention. On the Ath of January," 1656, they publiſhed: L 
an exhoxtation to the: army wherein it was urged, +, that 111 FP : 
« could not but conſider it a very great mercy from God, that, in 
«. many, of their quarters, the ſoldiers had begun, in ſome meaſure, 
« to recavet ſtrength, and were grown more willing to hold poſ- 
« ſeſſion of the county; that thete Was no more provifion in ftore 
«than would, in a comfortable way, fupply them for four months; 
« that it would be therefore corivenient; if not abſolutely neceſfäry, 
« to. put ſome proviſion i in the ground, thereby to prevent and in. | 
inevitable rum; that, in order to animate the ſoldiers, who were 
« many of them planters, they propoſed to allot to every: man his 
6 particular land formerly aligned him, and ſecure him as far as 
« they were able in the propriety of it; that they would iſſue out 
« ſeed, ſuch as peaſe, Indian corn, and the like, änd bind them 
« ſelves to the obſervarice: of this compact as an abſolute. laws 
« that, in caſe the ſoldiers ſhould be recalled from the | iſland, in; 
« proſecution of the war with Spain, they ſhould: receive full ſa- 5 
« tisfaction in money for all their proviſion left in the ground.“ 
They further Propoſed, ** that the army ſhould be reduced to three, 
« or at moſt four regiments, which would leſſen the charges of the 
« commonwealth; and that each regiment ſhould be ſettled (in a a 
< townihip.”' Theſe were judicious regulations, and equitable - | 
afluranices ; fuch as no man, in the leaſt inclined to ſettle,” could 
reaſonably withſtand, | The reduction of the army was particularly 
requiſite ; for at this time their whole number officers and ſoldiers, - 
excluſive of women and children, conſiſted only of two thouſand 
fix hundred. But, as a compliance with theſe terms would tend 


to defeat the plots and intrigues of the factious officers, who feared ©” | 


the propoſals. might operate powerfully on the minds of the com- 
mon ſoldiers, hitherto, the greateſt ' ſufferers; they, on the very 


ſame day, having gained intelligence of what was intended, drew '* 


up and preſented a petition to their preſident D*Oyley, repreſenting 
the ſadneſs of their condition, and defiring, « that, as they Were 
*.continually importuned by the ſoldiers, diſcouraged. by mortality 
and conſtant ſickneſs from planting here for their ſubſiſtence, he 
* would exert his beſt offices with the vice admiral and com- 
A K k | | Lie 


' 


-. 4 ond dry woe and b een e or e . 


| their intended work of reformation; but they were not prevaiked 


#5 this time epjoyed very good health; crnizers were frequently ſent 


© of ſick Thips 


dor did the vice-admiral' give thech 4 better character than the 
 _ major-general.” 


| 6/ tawaxrdstheir bellies, or fecurity, except to; feteh provender from 


borſes and dogs for food; for with the aſſiſtance of theſe animals 


9. A 1 4 1 Eat [&'D: i880. 
_  miiffivner. Sedgewicke for their ſpecdy removal Hen che iſland, 
„ that ſo the handful of people yet remaining might be ſerviceable 


4 5 Ks 71 N jy 
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William Smith, Henry Jones, | Mp | Humphry. Wet 
On the dth of January, D*Oyley ee this petition to e 
nr major general, who om parufal of it were fuffici- 
ently convinced of the ditficulties they muſt expe in proſecuting 


upon wholly to deſiſt from it. The fators of the flect had in all 


but, which annoyed the Spaniards, took many Valuable prizes, 
plundered ſome of their ſettlements on terra Srma, and in an ex- 
peditiom ta the North coaſt of Jamaica diſlodged all the Spabiards 
they could fad there, and burnt fifty of their houſes. The erews 
10 as aid in harbour were employed in planting à fmall 

ſpot of ground near the ſea - ſide; the army alone remained inactive; 


«They did once,“ fays he, «6 apply thertſelves to 
plant ſome food, but of ahat very little. What was not burnt 

sup with the ſun Was, for the moſt part, ſpailed for want of 

weeding and they will not naw be perſuaded to do any thing 


4i the magazine; fo that, if the magazine fail, they muſt inevi- 
+ tabliy/ periſh. For the cattle, ſuch of them as were in any de- 
geee tame, haue all been killed ; few! or none are left; and ſome 
_ regiments haue taſted no fleſh for a long time, except that of. 
Thorſes, dogs, cats, and the like a! At their firſt arrival here, 
« horſes! were in ſuch abundance, as to bet ealled the vermin of the 
+ country ; but to: ſcarce ate they now grown, that among all the 
regiments they cannot mount one Hundred men.“ The vice- 
admiral had pointed out to them the conſequetice of Rilhog their 


they: might have procured hogs and cattle enough. for the- eas 


ü N71 In this fearciry of better food; rats and hands wee reckoned a p ILSS „ Lizards 
| wane. Togulady fred un at the officers. Wes. od e erte er. 

— | 
ſubũſtenes 


r 
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Hala of the whole" artny, Bur they thought it toe laborigus 

4 ta to hunt for chem among the foteſts of the mountains 0 
which they had been driven;. 51 where they multiplied very falt. 

_ "Whilſt they were thyg'deftroying themſelves by their own in- 
dolenct; the Spaniards and Blacks wer6eonfinually ou the watch, to 
murder- their ſtragglers, and add to the havoc, Not more than one 
lanter fatn ily was at this time ſektled in the iſland. Several perſons 
ad ebe from the neighbouring colonies, with intention to ſettle: 


but ot their atrival either fell ſiek and died, or were fo terrified, 


that they would not be perſuaded} to ſtay, though they ſuſtained 
very great loſs by the removal, Many women, who had arrived to 
live with their x ry oy my rhem dead, Told themſelves 
in the other iſtands fot ſervants, rather than ſtay with the army, 
and notwithſtanding every encouragement offered that might in- 
duce them to remain. Some ſmall trading vefſels, Which bad 
touched here; and led afterwards'to the other Englith colohies in 
America, carried ſuch diſmal reports of the army's condition, as 
to deter numbers from verturing thither who Were preparing for it. 
Thus, às if by a kind of fatality, every thing ſeemed confpiting 
to obſteuct the ſetthement of this Hand, - But the Engliſh ſoldiers 
were not the only ſufferers under calamity. A great mortality had 
allo invaded thoſe Spaitiatds' who were retreated to the North fide 
of the iſland; It happened partly from a like cauſt, the dearth of 
proviſions. No leſs than ſive hundred of them had periſhed by 
famine aud the diſeaſes incident to it. Thoſe who were called the 
gentry, confiſting' of eight families, had found ineans of eſeaping 
to Cuba. The major part of the reſt uſed every poſſible endeavour 
to follow them, in ſpight of their goyertior, or Magfro del Campo, 
who waited in expectation of a reinforcement from Spain. The 
whole body of the Spaniards, vg time remaining in the iſland; 
amounted to no more than three un dred, men, women, and-chil- 
dren; moſt of whom had ſeated py on at Rio Hoja, in St. 
Anne's, where they lived in huts. | As to their Blacks, they were 
fattered in different parts of the mountains: in ſmall companies, 
and ſubfiſted by hunting the wild hogs and cattle; On the ch of 
February, one Nundred ſoldiers were ſent to Great Pedro Pointy in 
St. Elizabett's. They vifited'thtee' houſes in their way to * 
K k 2 Bay z 


* 
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nai and found the dead bodies of two men, ſoppaled to be of the 
party laſt ſent to this diſtri. * There had been a Spaniſh village at 
Paretty, which the Engliſh on à former excurſion burnt. to the. 
ground. They n theſe rains in the ſame ſtate in which 
they had been left. From one or two Negroes, en they 
chanced to meet ict here, they learned, that the Blacks had en- 
tirely detached themſelves from the Spaniards, and were refolved to 
maintain their footing in the ifland ſo long as any cattle remained 
for them to kill. Whilſt the Engliſh were cautiouſly Weng 
on every fide, they diſcovered twenty Spaniards in ambuſh; ho 
immediately prepared to retreat from their place of concealment. 
But the Engliſh ruſhed in upon them, and took ſeven priſoners, the 
reſt eſcaping From tlieſe captives. they heard; that forty, of the 
party to which they belonged- were fled to the North fide: that 
one thouſand Spaniards were expected from Carthagena, who were 
to land at Pedro Pdint, and an army from Spain, to make a deſcent 
at Paſſage Fort; that they (the. priſogers) had been ſent to Paretty 
by their are del Cuno, who was collecting all the forces he 
could at this ſpot, to join with the roluſorcemient expected fram Car- 
thagena. Upon theſa advices, Sedgewicke thought it neceſſary to 
ſuengthen the principal harbour with ſome kind of fortification ; 
and accordingly cbegan-to-ereR a fort at what was called Careening 
Point, ſituated at the entrance of, Fort Caguay. This fart, lightly, 
built with: ſtockades and rubbiſh, was ſaon; made defenfible, and by 


the 22th: of March had! Fwenty-one. pieces of ordnance. mounted 
upon it. Even this military operation was entirely performed by 
the dailors 2 für. although colonel, Humphry's regiment had been 
ſient to aſſiſt im darrying on the work, they proved of. not the leaſt 
ſervlce. H Aõνỹĩer fort reſs 7 likewiſe. in, contemplation, % be 
conſtructed at Paffage F ort, as a ſafeguard to their magazing, or 
1 Doyle rec, two. e in aach 1 


tation for the! aſh of che fleet, to procure an auginentation to their 
ſubſiſtence. „ Whill theſe affairs were in agitation, the Falm outh 
map of war catno in from a eruize on the North ſide of the iland, 


= 1 TOE n ade, The army was: now 
| grown 


x 
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grown far more healthy aud conſiſted of two houſand five hun- | 
dred eflective men, but very little bettet inelined to till the ſoil. 
Their confederate band of officers would let them do nothing more | 
than What they were compelled to by the moſt urgent neceſſity | 
and, upon the departure o any ſhip for England, expreſſed in paſo 
fonate exclamations; their afixibuy deſire of | returning home. Yet, 
to do, them juſlice, both the army and fleet were extremely im- 
nate to be carried upon ſotne enterprize againſt the enemy. 
The fleet conſiſted now of twenty-three frigates, thips,. and victu- 
alers, all in excellent condition; and it was with reluctance the 
vice admitak found hiraſelf obliged'to keep them idle in harbour, 
inſtead of ſecondiug the atdour of his men by aſſaulting the Spa- 
niards on the. continent. *But the apptehenſions, excited by the 
ä intelligente of an armament expected from Spain and Carthagena, 
made it prudent to wait for ſome time; as the army alone was 
not judged equal to the defence of the iſland againſt any very pow- 
erful attack. The common ſenſe of danger ſeemed now to unite 
the ſea and land forces more cloſely then hitHerto. A council of 
twelve” officers, | ſelected from each cor,” aſſembled: to take their 
general affairs under totiſideration. Phey reſolved, that thirty, 
ꝛcres of land ſhould be aſſigned to each private ſoldier; and made 
a declaration of their ſentiments to this, effect; „That, if the 
« ſoldiers would exert -thetiiſelves//towards the ſettlement of tho 
« Lian an attend the inlue with patience, it might in a little 
time dufwyet alb heir hopes, and the publie charge; for, if it could 
be once ' well-peopled, it would afford great plenty of the beſt 
| « comtniodities.). Beſides, the ſituation! of: it, with ſo fine a har- 
«:-boury Was 0 advantageons, being in the very midſt of the Spa- 
*-nith' tetritoties; that, with aclufficient” force here of troops to 
make mroads Upon che enemy, ad a fleet to ſecure the ſeas, it 
„might become the migasise of all tie wealth in the Welt: 
„Iudies““ This echortation was ell timed, as the men were 
af healthy; al hough they bad no other\drink than water. It had. 
been remarked * DOyley, that khe contitual uſe of this beverage; | 
vithour the/intermixture or cbrrection of 'Fpirits, had; (eſpecially near 
the coaſt; beth'produQtive. o6fdropſitaP habits, and other diſtempera- 
tures,  ThoEpglith, at their firſt arrival, drank it eareleſsly, when in 
its. 


! 


* 
PR 


means it became hoxious, eſpecialh Hen fark 
dronghts a8 War megpffazy ito, quench: a, think, excited by falt-men = 
dict. Dhe;magre cautious Spaniards, had always taken, gans to filter 
dae weste of Rio Cobte, and pitermed. gt grith, this progels. not only 
"4 inoffenfive,s./ but the mot. wholeſome diluent 3 * Climate, 
Sande ef them, ſtill more nice in heit choice, ug go. fetch water 
juſſiy thought not inferior 40. an in the; world. 1, But, to proceed. 
Natwithſtanding this allotment, of land, and the realons urged to 
© _ lngitethe oldiers te mndullrys they appeared, uomayed, by the, coun- 
cis reſolution z for, an apts che giſſanting officers, who, coul. 
de xeQitude of the meaſhns . propoſed, et would not, ſuffer it by 


grievous. taſk, that could be impoſed upon them and thewed ſo 


| Thorloe;; in which he wrote to this effect: t There are two. things 


f © cepted), 1 profeſs, ; my heart. would, grieve to write; as it doth " 
think of them. I believe they ate, not to be paralleled in dhe 
4 world; a people fo lazy and idle, as it cannot enter into the heart 


7 than live. A 
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leſt; ſtate, and without MTS: gr. ſettlement ;-by which 
fyallowedan ſuch copious 
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akhough they cqucurred in voting 


auy means te. be enforcech, If, therefore, then publicly Jecmed 
to favour the deſign of planting, vet they, privately oppoſed, and 
laboured to defeat it. It is no Wonder then, that che folders, per- 


ſoil; ; ſhauld ſet about their planting buligeſs. z if it Wag the molt 


who withed to promote the ſcheme, merely to keep. em: from 
arving, J almoſt deſpair at ſubduing their erſion, DAL LOS en 


| Sedgewicke, though.a,man, of Shim temper, begary, pow to loſ 
all Patience, and. gave, lone vent 10, bis indignation. 32. 4 ter to 


« principally enjoined, by his highneſs to the army, fortification and 
« planting. Should 1 give you a character of the diſpoſitions and 
« qualifications. of our army in general, (me fem particulars, ex- 


« of any Eagliſhman, that fuck blood oni, us in the veins of 
any born in England; ſo vaworthy,, Nlathfub aud balely. ſecure: 
by x and, have, | out of a ſtrange kind of, ſpirit, deſired rather to die 
tound tower of ſtone; was intended to be built with: 


« maſons 


in the 
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« maſous or materials, except ſtone; the army proteſting, they could 
« not ſpare thirty men to make a little lime; the work therefore, 
« ſuch us it 1s, Was wholly performed by. the) ſeamen. As for 
« planting. there is but little done; and the truth We believe no- 
„thing more will be done in it, though they have had all the in- 
« treaties and encouragements that were! poſſibly in our power. 
The cbmmanders and officer alledge that the ſoldiers will not 
 « plant; when, it is. moſt ceftaiy,, they are not willing the ſoldiers. 
« ſhould” plant, but till Rand gaping; to go off the iſland, as after- 
4 gaol-deliyery ? and, vou may; be confident, there will be little: 
done im that way by this ſort of people. Such kind of ſpirit 
breathing in Engliſn- men Lyet till now never met with!“ But, 
notwithſtanding this ſevere animadverſion on their ſtupid and ee 
behaviour, it is plain the major - general had not yet reſigned all hope 
of reclaiming them for, with the vice-admiral's conſent, be re- 
ſolved to employy as many ſeamen; as could be ſpared from the fleet 
in planting, abdut twenty or thirty acres of proviſion; which, if 

it ſucceeded, be Eur by eee e eicher, convert or con 
Weed Adee. . it 73 


A party of men having, HS ha 3 1 4 0 to Ma We . 


Uri the iſland, inqueſt of horſes, they traveled: thirty miles 
inland, had the good fortune to - catch forty horſes, and in their: 
progreſs encountered a. body of Spaniards, who eſcaped by flight. 
into che wood. But three or four women,; not ſo. nimble as their 
huſbands, fell: into the hands of the Engliſh, and were brought to 
the town. In: moſt of theſe ſkirmiſhes the-Spaniards ſeemed 90 
capable of: making any refiſtance;.but only ſought to ſave them- 
ſelves by flight; ſa different were they from their brethren at St. 
Domingo. This daſtacdly behaviour rendered. the Engliſh more 
ſecure, and encouraged: them to Wilh. for an opportunity of en- 
gaging with the Whole body, chat 4 wiede exterminate - them 
fom:the. iſland: Mr ＋ 

Whatever diſorders in the a had retarded. the dia he- 
land; it is certain. the Protector -was-not paring of expoſtulation. 
and good advice for reforming; their: morals: and conduct; He wrote 
enpreſa inſtructions to the commander in chief; in which, among 
«her: rhibgs, be . to form 4: good body of 
horie, 
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hot 4 to Hidder the'Spanjards'from landing: 5 He repreſented; that, 
if it was know they had five" eas Se ion appoinred;! "2h 
ti march pott all detaſtons in the iſland, Even that alone might 
deter the enemy rem malking any attempt upon it! He rebuked 
their wc nl the ſolethn dir of W rigid dwinel en Awe, have 
© ea; Ahiic hie, date be hunibled for ithe reproof God gave us 
_. Domingo. upotu the adcduν, of our fins,” ad well as others; 
1 fo truly, upon tlie re reports brougkm hither to us of the 35 
3 Avarice, pride Jand Confidence, diſorders aud debauchedneſs, 
| <i'prophaneneſs ad wickedneſs” commonly practiſed - among the 
„ army, "we Canhot only bewall the fame} but geſire that alb with 
6 you may do fo,” and:rhat a very {ſpecial regard/may be had ſo to 
40 ' govern / in time to come] as that all manner of vice may be 
« thoroughly / diſc6tintenaticed," and ſeverely puniſhed; and that 
« ſuch a frame of government may be exerciſed, that virtue and 
„ podlinelſs' may receive due eneouragement-. And Whereas it is 
4 to apparent, that a want of doe diſcipline” i in the army, and 
A titnely and orderly taking care in providing food and refreſhment 
for it of ſuch fleſh and other things as are upon the iſlandd itſelf, 
« hath beet a great 'occafion/ of the ſickneſs and other diſtempers 
6 which have fallen among them; we direct you to put che fame 
in an orderly” way, 86 well for che taking, killing, preſerving, 
</and drefling of fleſhi, as for the ſowring and planting of ſuch 
4 ſeeds/ and other things as will produce bread and other food; 
« which will be a means of reſtoring” and preſerving the health of 
« the ſoldiers, and lay a good foundation for eaſing the /extraor- 
< dinary charge which the commonwealth is at of ſending. pro- 
viſions from home to a place which abounds with allthings,” 
At the ſame time he declared his intention of ſending two regi- 
ments of foot, conſiſting of at leaſt twelve hundred men, with a 
further ſupply of neceſſary ſtores; and informed them, that he had 
already ordered four months proviſion” for ſix thouſand men to be 
mipped. It is evident, then, that he was not inattentive to the 
welfare either of their ſouls or their bodies; but rightly judged, that 
immorality was a principal cauſe of their utter neglect of both. 
Seven clergymen had, at different times, reſided among them; but 
fix of them either fell i in the common n, or had returned 
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dente redugefh; what they. re 18 . tot 7 ꝗ — 
yet even this diſmal proſpect could Mea bring 110 5 — — 


of their condition, nor influence them to pa; Wig: Dt: aneh 

proviſion as might ſerve for themſelves alone, The Gldies Linked. - 
to the magazine for ſuhſiſtenep; and. when, that began to fail, 
they broke into mutiny. A party of-- colonel Buller's regiment, 


diſcorgentede with; their-buſine's of, plootiog, WO | 

their Mlawang;pt; head. e e ease Which was uns. 
voidable, *conſhired $9;i507@lt +. Af Hen N Lf! away 
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Ae eee ingls abies 
— 1 chagria-dp. deeply 

wholg bim with melancholy; 74 — * on the 2 
Jann witkin #673; few. days after xecetying the orders. fa - ge. 
neral regrets which: appeared i in the, de ar in. cor mene 
f this eyept, ns a gIgar- indian .gf his warth, he, honeſty 
ot his beask ghe mildae(s.of bis o. ares 5590 Agde, 
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1 e 4 ng 4 (AD haze 
| been. u, qualified hum 10 baue been a 
1 bt 2 500 © governor. over. any Well ſettled and eſtabſiſhed colony. 
ut he wanted' you! ſeverity, frmmeſs, and nien which" were re. 
155 to ſubdue and awe the ſtubborn, 'rellive, © aud inſolent 
ſpirits, that had long diſtracted the um in Jamaics, and which 

e*qontrouled with” 455 vi. 
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ArrER „ 1 
volved again to cblongl Poyley. In all this dime 660? placters 
Foil rhe oth colonies bad Heirled/ amen tbera. The ProteQtor's 
_ 2gent' in New England laboused hürd to vffedt the removal of ſe- 
veral familſies bat they: at length peremptorily refuſed, Hedging 
in excuſe = the prophaneyeſs.of her ſeldäerh ? the” ipreat mortality 
5 4 75 the ifland; ànd the cbutintał harard to the lives of any! peace - 
able ſettlers there, from the ſkulking. Negroes, and Spapiards.” 

The foremoſt of theſe" reuſbus might be thought to militate ſtrougly 
New-Fiigtanders4/as the reprobates of Jermaica were 
1. 5 to de e ene paths of ſobriety; and 

it ani example of Juet/immas- 
With tolling" in 
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'neig -hibours, this ſinful generari 
wig wing Done geo tp i on 
nothing; W Sn Wj8a thedſdlyes chief, in Reulching about for 
* e and in brooding over theiti wants! There 
« are Witze,“ Taid'the' es ade , ea and well affected 
« men in the army, Who habe 5e other ends büt to fers God and 
« bis highne® i in their employs: : bur there is another worte erke de- 
«'fign nothing but khelt return t6 Eügrand; s Which end, ey 
Have not encouraged” bußting for even the necefiaty* ſupport of 


| 4 the "lldiery:”" Colonet' Huinphry's re igel hass done norhing: 
.] «i:dthers, 


ante little or 
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n niels: and Salonel Heldip,' who, was the * ad 
_« moſt forward planter, was; Upon articles preferred by his lieu- 
0 rengnticolonel for detaining the; dues of; his regiment, caſhiered 
* % Acdutt martial. Tl within" theſe few days, the |, officers 
76 would fever Conſent that & declaration ſhould'be publiſhed to affure 
% pfbpefty in lands to the private ſoldiers; but, in ſhort, reſolved, 
„if they muſt plant, they ſhould plant only as their ſervants. 
There are, adds he, . ill-favoured//doings. among them, which 
' .<» have concealed ends. To remedy theſe diſorders, ſome e 
nous and public-ſpirited men ſhowldbe ſent among . 
_ - Holdip's activity having rendered him very obgozious to the re 
ſentment of 'His: diſaſfected brethreu, it is probable tbe charge pre- 
ferred againiſt lum, of opprefſion; us only a ſubterfuge to get rid 
of Him-: Aﬀer this diſmiſſion, he tock his e tet Evgland ; 
where he was. well received by; the Protector. About the ſame 
time major Thrgekmortoh, for endeavouring to raiſe: ſomo diſtur- 
bances in the army, Was brought to; court martial, found guilty, 
and execyted* the very next day. Doe. who was well ac- 
qvainted with the dangerous intrigues carrying on among ſome in 
the army; endeavoured by thus enecutiou to convince them, that he 
_ wanted neither reſolation nor power to deal with the boldeſt of 
their: lesders. The, officers, who bad applied themſelves with moſt 
diligence to plantivg, were the colonels, Barrington, Holdip, | and 
| Archbould, - The firft, . whoſe brother was one of the lords of the 
| bed · chamber to the Protector, and his near relation, had good in- 
tereſt at court. Him the faction wete afraid to mark for their 
- vengeance, but they, procured Holdip'to be ſent out of the way, 
as - already; mentioned; and they exhibited. articles agaiuſt Arch- 
boulq, charging hirp, with. a deſign of revolting. from the Protector, 
and endeayouring to gain over the fleet to the intereſt of Charles 
Stuart. Upon this ridiculous accuſation, - he was brought before a 
| court: art 77 but, although the cabal laboured hard for his con- 
viction, 1 11 were unable to ſupport the charge upon any plauſible 
evidenge ; auc he was honourably acquitted. In fact, the ſoldiers, 
Ending themſelves. reduced to the 3 75 5 of plantation ſervants, 
conceived a | thorough diſlike , againſt thoſe officers who forced 
"In 4 wind the earth as their ee The faction kept up this 
BIG MUM L1 2 | | ſpirit, 
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0 Wl the mean "white, th I Protector Was intent n Nöte oper an 
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unfortütteely elt away n the eat of: Ireland. Colonel Moore 
A fe d Set löse Ont ird port he aich difficulty renched; 
che Prber erabſports lucky eſcuped and atxived ſafe, having fire 
"Anda rer t board About the lame time lieutenabt- general 
Brayne, $overtivr ef 'Eochabary in Scutlarnl, ahociwas appointed = 
0 * 5 trjorageneral | Sedbeweckes;fer fail with one thouſgud: 
"newfrom! Port Patrick! Whilſt this teinforeement was on ite way 
tom Eubpe, aböut fiiteen hühdred, when; Women, childreri,, and 
Tervatits,! Es at” Nevis, > under the direction of Stokes go- 
bettidr Er rhiat aud and proteeded with hie in the Marmaduke, 
Aar And Re, Ant Mary ſty boat Which had been diipatched 
bi the 'Frindics 'Tquron for this ſetyies./, Their: purpoſe: mas 
"6 (tle that Hand: 0 which. end'they:had ſtipulated for, certain 
 pielimihary tticies,” which, were\agresd te by the commiſſionars 
at Jamaica. Among other conditions graated chem was this ; 
"rr ates thoAhayethe fame proportion ef land afſignad for 
"4 chpleflayts." i Was owed fer thc Hirsche indented detvants.” 
"Fro kene dee ay coofture; chat, at chis time, little ot no 
difference, filtaited "between che © eondition bf hire ſervants and 
Negtoe' . Tay The example of theſe Nevis planters gave a ſur- 
prizing turn to the. ſtutitments of the NewEnglanders. They 
now began tö kHink, "That. dne reports in Prejudies ef Jamaica had: 
been g. — exaggerated; and that it muſt be a deſirable place 
which could Attract fo many perſons, and. induce them to forſake 
their, eftabliſhed ettlements..” '- 2 YET eats 61 510095 
10 \confequerice of this.new light, Gbokit, tlie Protector s agent, 
be gan ro recrujt with extraordinary facets, and engaged three 
e fta ſöhabitdnts bf char con to remove =; and;z2as- 
. the pro 38 Hithetts fent' from Ebiglatid' were wund to have been 
f requently ly, retarded in their paſſage, öt dümaged by the length of 
e voyage, "and that” ſimitar' fel de ba, ith" {4 more cone - 
10 nieuce and dilp atch, be remitted from theſe Northern ſettlements ; 

2 4 * in ik tes of ordets fron the. Protector, ;thippeddff 

MICA nine undred thouſand pounds weight of biſeuit, and 
0 five; hundred” "biiſhets f peaſe, Which were intended 
9 for ſupport of the new {etflers, itnmedrately on their Ar- 
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nral. This may be conſidered as the commencement, or rather 
3 earneſt, 
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„endet, off that Juctativetrafe which the; Nomnthers eplanies bave, 
In aſter-titnes, with ſo-much; advantage) to themdelyes, carried on 
with Jamaica z though as: yet but a few: veſſels (and. thoſe were all 
from Neu- England) bad entered, chere. Their cargoes confiſted of 
tour, Peaſa, bread, brandy, and all ;/ for-which. they, wete paid by 
the vice · admiral in prise: gaods, taken from the Spaniards. This, 
inches, rau hardly deſerve the name! of a trade ; kings it was con- 
| Amed eticely 0 ſupplying the fleet with ſome. 'neceffaries, and 
- eaking in return ſuch, articles as. were not the gr owth 'or ptoduce of 
che iſland. The, furniſhing of the latter ag "on. the army; 
and: hitherto we, do, nat..6nd; that they bent their thoughts this 
| - wayy though the beneßts ariſing from it. were 15 -plainly. pointed 
out to them by the compatatively better and more abundant ſub⸗ 
fiſtende which, the wi enjoyed by: means Ed rheit, traffic with 
2 che North-Americans. 1 7 = l N 42 
100% We have A proof o wie Bei ſtate, of Barbadaes. at. this 
mie moch dhe account bs 4 governot Searle; who tranſmitted the 
following retuen to ſecretary. Thuxloe of the} militaty eſtabliſhment 
"3 that. colouy, taken MS of PR. "1 * » 9 
185 ü ü lent - A f 188 29 " 8 * 
JK "Four regiments of 1. 9 — 20 . 
13 bY "gh N of . r N 7 l — v6 11 
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according to which, it may be ſüppoſed their Whole! 0708 of 
white: inhabitants amounted to about twetity-one, rhouſand, not- 

e about four thouſand had gone from thence on tic 
_ expedition to St. Domingo, and afterwards to ſettle ii in Jamaica. It 
71 hy to be obſerved, that the mode of calculation, vofvally practiſed i 
regard to European. proviuces, will not anſwer for the Weſt-Indian 
lands, eſpecially, in theſe. early times, when their militia conſiſted 
- chiefly: of indented men ſervants, moſt of whom were unmarried; 
140 that the uwber of e women Wy, no Proportion fe to that of 


391 men. * M21 1 © Dez Fi we 
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and fifty, thouſand, white, inhabitants in a 1 en, women, and chi: - 
5 5 Bat it gorreſponds better with a French author, who reckons 
about twenty thouſand in. the 706 "16465 elpecially if ie is ont. 
dered, e Want of laud i eren molt of the indented,” after 
ſerving, gut their time, removed to. St. Kitts 8. 'and other illands, 0 

a, 95 more. to-their Kais Faction. | But even that” 


ratal, . maſt, Aer, amazingly. great ne Ir 1 Fol 5 eaſy to conceive by 


; ; Which is .nox {o 95 9 7 5 of the pa-- 
5 11 15 — Frags hy ocked | tk Nader inhabitants 


ok * A, time, 2 ae aleribed it tothe ccd 
ragement qe their, Fes; 2. to. each of whom, when. 3 bad 
ſerved... 


to..th ang if 

his paſlage touched ak W's wheres be Mop cate to 8 55 

the ee 73 "zeal for 7 effeCtual peopling of Jamaica - 

Wig 0 2 adyantages of that. fine Hand: the moſt al- 
bt; 


at the immonities intended to to be conferred Or 
1 8 1 who, . remove chicher to. ſettle ; and petſuaded ſome 
of the moſt confiderable planters to Pp. romiſe th that they would follow 
9 on. as they could ſettle their affairs,” "Sitisfed! with this. 
0 be let tbem know how agree able theſe refolation would: + 
| be to the. Protector; and how fi incerely he Hir inſet v was arſpoſed to 
render em. every. 1 and 12 in His power. "And: 


having Jo far FIR His comrai = Be on his Voyage: 
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BRA N E. Sie at POR on, 0 pes of December ; fer 
about the ſame time came ſeveral tranſports with the Sevtctt: and 
Iſls troops. The late. governor of Nevis and his party had,” by. 

s _ advice 
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Goodſon probably made chic of this place, for 
the richneſs of the foil thereabouts, and the excellence of the har. 
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furſt landing there, a wy he av rain fell; Whielr pave gave riſt to imme. 
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ſoldiers had managed their plantations with fo little ſkill or atten- 
tion, that they were deſerted almoſt as ſoon as formed. Having 
failed in their firſt 1 the general was obliged to ſend for a ſupply 
of ſeeds; and Plants from the Windward iſlands. The ſoldiers, 
ug to cuſtom, iv their ſubſiſtence was 'redute,! began to 
hf 7 2 their officers reproached them as the tanſets of 
owh miſery, by their wilful remiffnefs ard obftiiztte Noth; 
the 
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Onliets complained of; lexerities, and oppreſſion impoſed upon 
Re OS Rr mutual animoſities; prevailed. The 
genen! ere flagtant neglects of duty on both, ſides; and 
wilhed drt parſogs better alleted;to; the undert 46 He now 
likewiſe perceived. that the planters; af Barhadoes ha d deluded. him 
with: et x; promiſes of quitting, that „and, far, * The 
principal men in the Windward colonies; Nene, in fact, entirely | 
Wetſento emigration; believing, that the departure. of ſettlers from 
among: them mult: infallibly. diminiſh the profits of their annual 
exciſe on produce, which, were wholly applied to public uſes, ſuch 
as building, and repairing their fortificatians, and the like; 0 for 
which they had+no-ather fund. Beſides, their governors had rea- 
dens equally, cogent 3. for, ; as their ſalary. aroſe from a poll- ar le. 
vied on all the inhabitants, ſo it was rightly apprehended, that the 
depopulation of their reſpectiye colonies muſt. neceſſarily leſſen their 
inoome. They qoiurd therefore cordially with the planters i in every 
effort and argument that 0 oh influence the people againſt re- 
ſorting # Jamaica, which they deſcribed' as no other than a certain 
grave to all who! ſhould ſet foot upon it. By theſe arts, the inha- 
bitants, were. 0 effeftually, deterred, that even ſeryapts, who had 
worked out the term of their indentures, and could not procure 
land in Barbadoes, choſe to remove into any of the adjacent ſmall 
iſlands, and purchaſe ſettlements, or hire themſelves to hard la- 
bour, rather than go to Jamaica, where tapd, was to be had without 
n 5 | I ATE pon 41 
The. eee had falled: for England wich about 1 nine. ſhips 
of the fleet; and Brayne, not liking his ſituation, importuned the 
Protector, that he might be recalled at the expiration of one year's 
ſervice in his government; adding, that neither his body nor his 
purſe could poſſibly hold out ea beyond the twelvemonth.”” 
Several diſheartening circumſtances ocqurred beſides what have 
already been noticed, and contributed to make him diſguſted with 
the command. | He had conceived great Hopes from the induſtry of 
the Nevis planters ſettled at Morante; and imagined, that the ex- 
ample of their ſucceſs, would not only prove an ' incentive to the 
drones of the army, but induce. many perſons to remove from the 
other iſlands, and fliflipate their all-grounded fears. But, about the 
Vol. I. M m latter 
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latter unt r. Febriiary;povertior Stokes and his e en ken 
three ſons, the eldeſt of WHOm wWas not mort than fiſtecfllye 61a! 
The governor" was advathred itt"age: When le ſeft News: 1 Had 
been at ſo much expence ic the, removal! thut“ His! whe was 
greatly impaired by it. In his" laſt moments, he Gfneltly-revom:- 
mended his family to Breyne aud che Protectof Who! After ward: 
| beſtowed: a commiſſioni in tlie atmy on hi elde ſt bnd Either this 
| gentleman, or oue of his brothers, ortgeck a ry plantation, 
Wich (tin continues with their Gefeenllsts 0 Weit s ther; of 
theſe unfortunate planters at Moratite weed beer erden 
of March; the feſt were reduced to x fickly condeicn' alia" the 
danget of ſtarving, for walt of ſtrength, ade get ni 
crops of proviſions already ebe t thatufty; or t Pllrt auew. 
Ss | About a third alſo of the teinforcemeut, ee ee thelge⸗ 
. neral, was dead; and many of the reminder iced theilt montl- 
proviſion" for the army and fleet was delivered Rom the magazine; 
and famine began to ſtare them id the fee. The old tdiers, 
however, were in good health = they had planted do derably 
during the laſt two months; and ſomewers employed in making 
ſalt, to load back the New-Engtard vidtuaſers; whole; arrival was 
daily expected“ But they went on not many werks longer in 
theſe occupations; when their proviſion became totally expended. 
Theit allowance, indeed, when laſt apportioned, was ſo ſeanty, that 
the greater part of them had devouted ih one week, their whole 
month's ſubſiſtence. They now learnt, that no further ſupplies 
were likely to come from North. America Z for the New. England 
merchants, difliking a payment by army and navy bills, heſitated | 
to ſend any more victualers till they could be affured of à more 
ſubſtantial return. Their condition grew rather worſe than evert 
A had been; for the ſeamen were equally diſtreſſed for fbod; a cir- 
| cumſtance which had not happened before. The ſoldiers, in this 
extremity, relapſed into ſickneſs, and were reduced almoſt to 
deſpair: they were not only deſtitute of aliment to fupport na- 
ture, but of cloathing to- protect them from the inclemency of tlie 
weather; ſeveral periſhed with Hunger; numbers rambled about 
bare-footed ; and ſome had ſcarcely rags enough to cover their 
boo mall The general tie G thing in his power for them. 
| J. o He 
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"He" pc ed a Germah, very expert ini the buſineſs, to catch wild 
battle; the ableſt of the ſoldiets were drawn from their planta- 
tions; Stich ent a hunting; and both theé öfficers and ſeamen of the 
fleet Wers cual bed pelled to hunt and fiſh, that they might 
"fave themſelves from ſtarving. The falt manufacture was ſuſ⸗ 
pended, hot only becauſe they could not attend to it as uſual, but 
the year kae proved ſo rainy, that very little could be made of that 
article The Weather, fo unfavourable to their falt-work, was at- 
teuded with, the beſt effects on their plantations ; where the provi- 
ſion cue up in ſuch ubundance, as to promiſe a vaſt crop. This, 
in {ome meaſute, revived their ſpirits, though it did not relieve 
their plefent "necefiity,” Ia the mean time the remnant of the 
ſettlers at Morante, having recovered their healths, and got in their 
harveſt : Were exempted from the calamities which oppreſſed the 
other inhabitants, and ptocecded iu their labours with great ardour 
and ſudcefs. In the month 'of March, ſome of the hunting parties 
intercepted two Spaniards, ald conducted them to tlie head- 
quarters. Fiom the depoſition bf theſe priſoners, intelligence was 
obtained, that the greateſt part of the Spaniards had been carricd 
off to Cuba, in boats difpatched by the governor there for that 
purpoſe; that twelve” Spanitt families, confiſting of about two 
bundred men, women, and children, remained in Jamaica, and 
two hundred Negroes diſperſed in Why! gods; 7 ou 1 the r. 
| niards habitation was at Oriſtan 17 

Although they were glad to find that che donde of the: enemy | 
remaining in the iſland was ſo tontemptible, yet they were not 
withour forme dread of attack from a much larger body, which 
they heard was preparing to make à deſtent. Their wretched ſi- 
tuation at this time left no hope of beibg able to oppoſe an army 
of invaders well provided.” But, fecble as they were, a party 
marched to diflodge the ' Spaniards at' Oriſtan ; which exploit was 
very ſoon performed; for the Spaniards, chaced from place to place, 
thought of nothing more than ſaving their lives, by retreat and 
concealment, until they ſhould find an opportunity of conveying 
themſelves' away to Cuba. The general thought proper to ſend 
home the Bear and Succeſs frigates expreſs, with a detail of miſ- 
ITunes, and to ſolicit immediate aſſiſtance. On board theſe ſhips 
pres + ſome 


tetided their ſettlements ſo rapidly, that the! ;genera]': hoped: in 2 
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ſome of the officers were allowed/to remit ſovernt 50 4 of fuſtic and 
other woods and commodities} for-ſale; on their owe accouprs,- at 
the Engliſh market. This was the firſt ſample of produce ex: 
ported from their sſtates-. K the yeat advanced, chelt cps of 
corn and other proviſion grew to''nadtutity ; and theſe wich the 
wild cattle and hops brought ih by different parties; afforded a very 
comfortable relief. Phe ſoil yielded ſo aſtonifhing an increaſe, 
that the Whole army now faw, in the Rrongeſt light, the neceſſ ty 
and advantage of attending to their plantatiofis; and, chucluding 
that no further ſupplies of bread would be ſent from England, 
they applied themfelves very -eatneſtly; to agticulture. They ex- 


ſhort time the fleet would be the only charge tu the ſtate, except 
the maintenance of five hundred men, who were judged neteſſary 
to be kept on conſtant duty, fot the] ſaſeguatd of, the iſflaud The 
activity of the officers now ſcemed to fbr a perfect chat to 
their paſt indolence : they wete all become, ift the/phraſe of the 
Weſt-Indies, red-hot planters! Among the foremoſt was colonel 
Francis Barrington, already ſpoken of. This gentleman, and his 
hole regiment, were exceedingly induſtrious. He had formed a 
very fine plantation of proviſions and tobaceo. He had alſo a. large 
nurſery of ſugar· canes in a thtiving condition : and intended, when 
they were fit for tranſplanting, to ere a ſugar- mill. He was 
maſter of a good drove of cattle, and Above thirty ſheep. In ſhort, 
he was ſo well pleaſed with his ſettlement, that he determined to 
proſecute it vigorouſly 3 and declared to his friends at home, that 
there was no iſland in America where ua ſettler could enjoy equal 
advantages, mentioning, among others, that he could buy  a/ horſe 
in Jamaica for forty ſhillings, which in Barbadoes would colt forty 
pounds. This circumſtance ſhews the great plenty of theſe animals 
then in the land, notwithſtanding the numbers which the army 
had deſtroyed or eaten. It likewiſe produces a reflection, that the 
colony might, even at this time, have been brought forward into a 
very flouriſhing ſtate, if the other afficers had exerted the ſame 
ſpirit and good ſenſe as were manifeſted by colonel Barrington. 
Profperity, the common attendant upon induſtry, now began to 


an upon them; and the arrival of a fleet, with ſome victualets 
f | from 
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fteln Aügland, about the beginning of July, e ee 
tibi to 8. Vet the planter ſoldiefs, it muſt be owned, 
eee to 'A life of too much labour; for their officers, dif. 
cerningg=the/ emoluments to be gained by the produite of ſo er- 
'celledt a foil, were aßt tö impoſe the fame kind of work upon 
them as What the Negroe laboùrets wert afterwards employed in. 
This was found much too ſevere” for their broken "conſtitutions, 
and moved tile general” to propoſe; tliat the Protector thould ſend 
over a number of inderited ſervants, or a ſupply. of Africans, giving 
as à reaſon, that their maſters, having by this means an intereſt 
iti their ſervants; would be more careful of them, and work 
„ them more trioderately ;'by which many lives would be ſaved, 
« andthe'iplantitions more fotwarde®” This clearly inſinuates, 
that be thought the ſoldiers had been urged to labour beyond their 
ſtrength ; and that many had periſhed from this cauſe, whoſe deaths 
were regarded by their officers with indifference, wg the loſs tl on 
the dane er fupke, and not on them. A. DE LNEa 
Thie officers went on for ſome time in a very Tube he Faves 
Rs an affair occurred which adminiſtered matter for freſh. dif- 
content. The colonels Buller and Humphry, captains Vavaſſor, 
Fleetwood, and others, who had gone to England, were immedi- 
ately: on arrival paid their whole arrears. When the news of this 
reached the ears of their brethren m Jamaica, the latter were 
highly offended, ard feptoached the Protector with unjuſt par- 
tiality; obſerving, that fuch officers as had left the iſland, and me- 
rited diſgrace and puniſhment, for theit miſbehaviour and oppoſition 
to public meaſures, were well received and rewarded at home; 
whilſt they who remained behind, ſtruggling with diſeaſe, famine, 
and every ſpecies of hardſhip, were neither ſupplied with fitting 
neceflaries at the ſtate's expence, nor - paid their juſt arrears, which 
were very conſiderable. It is certain, there was but too much truth 
in thoſe allegations ; nor, I think, can an other reaſons be affigned 
for this proceeding, than that the Protector, in the low ſtate of his 
treaſury, thought, of the two, it would be more prudent to fatisfy 
the demands of the returned officers; whoſe clamours, and intereſt 
with the reſt of the army at home, might be troubleſome to his 
repoſe; and to delay payment of thoſe left in Jamaica, whoſe re- 
| moteneſs 
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moteneſs Rr, their complaints; frora hegoming o tipamediare 
Warkes of public notice, and, who. Were mot .o, capable. of Bling 
diſturbance. to bis, government at homg. „The officers. in, Jamaica, 
r extremely urgent: tojembar ck 
% A e e England, that. they too; might. receive their pay, and 
a | engage in the nnilitary operations carrying on in Flanders. In this 
- emergency, the general, in Nec diyiding their reſolutions, em- 
* (ployed what little \PONFTas he could command, in buying off the 
| LM married men; to whom, in conſideration of their, families, and 
Se greater expences of. living, be paid the fourth part of their, dues. 
This preference, though. it rendered the married officers more tran- 
qui, and ore to them an appearance of equitable dealing, afforded 
| additional ſubjed- matter to the reſt eee the 
baßebelors argued, i that, if any Predilection was „dus to either party, 
4 themſelves, were better Entitled, to,.it, bęcauſe their pay would. re- 
e turn home again in remittances of aſh. or goods, or in the purchaſe 
of Negroe ſervants ; ; Whereas the married men gave all their pay 
t0.their rives,, who, ſpent it, in cloaths and hals, without any 
| adequate henefft to the commonivealth.; Thus the general, having 
ditunited theſe, parties, ; and diſcharged; kimſelf from being. the ſole 
object of .. clamour, found. means, but not without difficulty, to pa- 
cify che moſt, turbulent, by. reprelenting his own. indigenge, which 
prevented him from inflantly gratifying all their wants, and by al- 
ſurances of laying, before the Protector, the hardſhip of their caſe, 
In order to their, obtaining the moſt ample redreſs.z" ta enſure 
which, he adviſed them to à ſubmiſſiye and peaceable demeanour. 
en After this ſtorm Was blown over, he. proceeded. nd wand, 


een 


Point. Here he erected all the ſtore-howſes for the army 1 fleet, 
and deſigned. it as the chief Place of future trade. He eſtabliſhed 
A governor at Tortudas, in order to hinder the French. from, occu- 
pying that iſland, who had 1 in contemplation to form extenſive ſalt- 
Works there. Obſerving many of tlie private ſoldiers, lazy and 
unſettled, . in ex pectation of being copſtantly maintained. at the 
Public charge, he diſmiſſed. them the ſervice. In ſhort, he omitted 
nothing in his power, tl that could render the colony more populous 
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theſe objedts Harraſted him ſo ſeverely,” that he had not time to uſe 
proper remedies/for recovery of his health, which had ſuffered by 
vidlent fevers. His uſual ſpecific on theſe occaſions was copious 
blodd- letting; which in This clitnate'; only ſerved: to weaken his. 
conſtitotiong and accelerate his end! He died on the ad of Sep- 
tembeb, nder ven unh reſiletioes; during which. che had enjoyed 
bot ver pu / eite rw al from Hokneſs and uneaſtefs; and was bu- 
ned btb alb the pop ſolemnity tho eircumſtances of the co- 
jon cold admit of, in the church of St. Jago de la Vega. Brayne 
was à ative of Scotland, and feems to have been tinctured with. 
ſome fall port ibn og national cprejudi ce. Not long before; his de- 
ceaſd;j oοον Moore arrwed Trom Ireland, with che temainder of 
his regiment.” Moore did not much like his new. place of reſidence. 
Thebchief cauſe of his impatience, was,- thut he had been obliged 
to leaue plantation in the province of Ulſter, in Ireland, which he 
feared would go to ruin dufing his abſence. He therefore preſſed 
very earfeſtly for leave to return 5: but, Brayne refuſing him. with 
fore degree of petulance, he. grew indecently outrageons, nor 
could ſuppreſs his paſſion, till-the general threatened to put him 
under arreſt, and briugdim to a court-martial; for mutiny. In re- 
preſenting! this affair to the Protectur, the generab inſſnuated, that 
the officerb from Ireland put the- Rate to great charge, and do 
« little ſervice “ a cbuſure, which certainly Was tbo indefinite. to: 
be.jult:-: Abſtractell from this, Which, in a favourable conſtruction, 
we may impute to a haſtineſs of temper, and the; tjll glowing | fire 
of reſentment” kindled by the late affront, I do not perceive any 
blemiſh*in his character. He was unqueſtionably: a good ſoldier, 
an honeſt; man, and moſt indefatigable in the execution of that 
duty to "which he was appointed: | By his judigiaus!ftep at firſt 
ſetting out; in removing thoſe factious officers Who had, occationed! 
ſo much trouble to Sedgewricke, and by his ſpirited. behaviour and! 
prudeut mb; fures afterwards, he won the; afteftions of the army, 
brought: them to a reliſh for induſtry, and advanced further than 
all his predeceſſors towards eſtabliſhitig the colony vpon the two 
eſſential ſupporters; planting and commerce. For theſe reaſons, he 
ted moſt ef reſpected n wel, an ee when 
cad. nine n n bn tt. e ; 
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THE ß ne com 110 / Petr Bhayne U. ebeasg win. fell to 
colonel DOpley , eilitiched with (everal fruiteſ>-applications 
i be appointed # pertinent governol; and not well fleafed that he 
Had been ſo repeated ij ſuperſeded, very ſetiouſly addreſſed the Pro- 


n ölen Batrington, whom Ke! recbmneided as man of known 
2 Mel competent abikeisss fuffctent experience! of the place, 
defttous "of ecoltinbMg* on f it, ud of 2 genius ſtrongly inelined to 
Plant ing. Tdugk it ſeems" e from hence, that he now en- 
tered Wir ſomme reluctande into the vacant office of governour ; 
yet' his conduct in the quel probes, that he was every way bre 
tb, And worthy ef it. Tech had ſcaroely taken place, be- 
wre they gained ceftait melligence, char the Spaniards, in purſu- 
ther of a plan fornied'by"the vicetsy of Mexico, were making 
Parations v attack" them, There was now au abſolute:neceflity | 
for Keeping all the officers und men to à ſtriẽt military duty; none 
eould' fafeiy be ſpared}! Theirwigilance\ was redoubled; and, by 
IYOyley's gout: dipoſttions, a letter of inſtruction frem Don Peter 
Biiyotia, governor of Cuba, to ſerjeant- major chi de 0s Reyes, a 
Spauith officer,” was intercepted, together with other guaterial pa- 
pers, relative 'to their intended enterprige. The ſetjeant- major, 
among other patticulars, was ordered to chooſe but à convenient 
| Tot for his headquarters, adjoining to ſome watering” place, and 
Gruated high, for the enjoyment of Freſh air; ant prefervation of 
Health; to begin his affault upon that quarter which bad the 
| FrrialI ef! force ts defend it, viz. Port Morante; where he underſtood 
the Nevis planters refided with a very inconfiderable; guard of 
ſoldiets, aid theſe much diſcontented ; that, as to the manner of 
Fighting, it ſhould be in parties, Having the main body near at hand, 
to ſuſtain them; that, in the firſt engagement; and during the heat 
of it, they gt to: be very bloody, but afterwards ſhould offer 
quarter, and free paffage to Cuba, and thence to Spain; ME 
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3 1 e ed bs e ae 
3 en, Headed By Aff able ſerjeant, aud place 


60 fore ne ar 4 Food diſtanbe from the 
iind 555 jon hos Guſitiels' K oö be Gatefully: td explore all 
Abe e "Upon liese att to re upon them, and re- 


above uren hundred flAVEs, aid that moſt 
th Negroes were ſtill Faithful adhetents to the intereſt 
Wei kalten the Theatitnajor was enjoined to endeavout 
6 wth eg 5 Ne Hiring the Englith ſlaves,” that, 
by pt6 bf of gd pn ions, they Anght be Peifitaded' to deſert 
their” obgets, tar 1 bates ee qr debut he ad- 
Lit te ptoceed herein with great ci ion becauſe of the 
le cbufſdenee that Could fafel 18 e innen Kind of allies 
The tedcht 6f these ane Was an evidetice vf that eaurion 
and "ſaga ity for Wich che 'Spaniards' are ih remarkable. The 
choice of: Gtuation, pointed" but for the head-quatters,- is *<bnifor- 
mable to the diſpolition theſe prudent people: Have in general ſhewn 
in building their N eſt-India towns, *exctpt where they found 
themlelyes obliged 1 tr the'ſake" of trade, or ſome other very co- 
gent reaſon, ' ro deviate. From it: 0“ every part of theſe in- 
mchte abe An uſeful ke b che inhabitants of our Engliſh 
Welt- India colonies; hd it is on this/ account (chiefly, that] 3 
terwoved' thetn wich my härrütive; in Which'T hall now proceed 
The army had no toner raken'all proper meaſures which this in- 
telligence, fatürally ſuggeſted; than they were informed that Don 
Arnold Safi the old governor of- Jamaica, Was landed, and pre- 
paritig te fifift It the mieditated' conqueſt,” He had brought with 
him all he ſurviving natives that had formerly retired to. Cuba, 
and were able to bear arms. He was likewiſe endeavouring to 
collect tlie other ſcattered parties from their concealments i in -the 
iſlartd, in brder to ae then: but they were ſo puſillanimous, 
and had 0 mrle of martial irit, chat they ſoon began to nauſeate 
the ſervice; Aud deſert fro: 1 as faſt as ichen mak Incenſed 
Vi Dc e Nn at 
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| at their cowardice, bs iſlued a tian, that nope, ſho Ad. leer 
the iſland on pain of death; he their encouragement to. 5 
their ground) he aſſured them, he was who pap 
hundred ſoldiers from Carthagena. The 88 A, e [ny as 


not behind. hand, in, ſeverity. N $9, Hang Ups, without 
merey, every man of thera that ſhould 22 er ic hus. territory, 
But their, timid behaviour convinced 1 that th d Was. oply 

to. be regained by regular. troops an row pt > polcroons 
were to. be depended on in time 15 75 5 bought ne- 
 6eflary; to apprize.Safr,, of this Eu at 15 Ys nique 


| the failure of their plan by wg iy uch eh fu 
of the reinforcement . from 5 5 9 0 3 hr 


Excluſiwe of * 
1 regulars wers erpected from Old Spain, 5 . 


gan to plume himſelf on the fure * ſpect Nl 1 . 
amd, in the fulineſs of his heroiſm, he,. diſpatched Ea, 
king hie maſter ; in wehigh, after ee his, royal al, wiſdom 
in ſecking to \re-polle(s, an, Iſland 2 — yalt importanee. to his 
cgmmerceiof the. Jngies, he promited 1 12 That, he 9982 
difledge the Engliſh, yery; ſpeedih 50 their, quarters, ind er. 
pel dem out of: the, iſlan n 4 e d Fadoc redu 

them te their fortreſs at the ſearkide. 1 LOOT OT 
Doyle, net in the leaſt; diſmayed. with, all bel. "I aps 


Pearances 
A anion, Te picked gut a body. of xe. bundred-men, - well 


On bis arrival lat the North; fide, of the iland, he landed nes 
Ocho Rios, (or Cheireras Bay, Where the. Spanzards, 44 


ment/and brealt+work, He affaulted,th 2.02 


great, part of them being flain in/the. adty 
forced into the wogdsz.or. taken priſoners. 


a. the Wow ſuing. " aid 


19 DoOyley received intelligence, that . corps -of re- 


gular infantry had been ſor ſome, time arrived from Spain. They 
onſiſted of thirty ſmall. companies, making in the whole. about 


code thouſand men and, being well furniſhed with. proviſion, 


ordnance, — ammunition, they had taken up their quarters at Rio 
Nuevo, 


e eee 
officeret; ad embarking with them failed in WE N 8 emy. 


bet; had taken, poſt,-and fortified themlclues =D * 

ith len e 

that they were ſoon driven from, their wor fi totally, routed, | 
and the, + San 


t } . 90K * CHAP. ' |." 0s 
Nuevo, | eee Where jhey erefted 3. 5 of ſome be 
on a rocky eee near the ſea, and not far” from that wer. 
4 TD Qyley £2 lied acouncil « of War, in Which it was ubanimoufly re- 

 dalved.tofall on the ehem! without 8 0 Feteellidg; a general! ; ar- 


7 


| .dour! of tt 4 for IGG to, ation, be /tommuarided © out 
ſeven. h dred ſha 5 500 nd | Salers aud on the 13th of 


June gba a forthe K Tn Or Porn 
On the 22 wa 1 Prping. he PET GAP to Janff at Rio Nuevo 


Tags which was e defended by two. companies, within Half-ſlibt' of 

the cannn, belonging to the Spayjilſh fort. "he Forlorn' advanced 
through, the water, and aſſaulted. that Þ y with fo much es 

that they. were ſoon routed, and obe captalb and twenty + nen 


1 15 ; Hoyler, purſping: this advantage, . made haſte © to land the reſt 
of his men; whigh he effected. RO fs loſs, 1 


| continual diſcharge from the f 127 e 
ia battering the fort 7 5 their f 


. tual impreſſion, . in ee 
the place, Was at ry loſs how to 9 8 5 11 by = that che 
enemy greatly excecded his little army it in NP} that they were 
. fortified with ſix pieces of cannon; the, fi tuation of their fortreſs 
as naturally ſtrong; and his acceſs to. it was qbſtrufted by 1 the 
rixyer, which: he muſt ly paſs, and whoſe depth he Was Un- 
2 with. Having. therefore, duly. weighed bet eireum- 
ances, he ardered a ſufficient, number of _ ladders and other im- 
ements, neceflary for a coup de main, 99 e got ready; * and on 
"ng ae. diſpatched a, dry ummer,, with a ſummons to Safi, e 
of the fort, requiring him to ſurrender; ; and 2 the 
do ſound. the depth of the water very, excl. n 15 meſſenger, 
mw paſſed the river without mucl gifficu ty, was | Admitted to 
the; governor; who, treated him | wit uncommon civility, * giving 
b kink xpeenty-five pieces of e eight as | a, preſent for himſelf,” and 
if Lending a j jar of ſweetmeats 9 the Fog general, accompanied 
with a refuſal to capitulate. Upon this, D*'Oyley 1 reſolved to march 
the next morning 3 and pions two ips to fall to e, and 


dtawithe enemy 8 attention to that quarter by a vi orous fire; the 
other thips to warp as near as they could, and batter in front, 
N n 2 while 


YN "276 It 93 1 A Fo "ITY 


while 


| .of a mile from the fort, "At art) y of + 2 8680 Pad *t 


2 146 (tes 
44 vtagh 3g 2h lie attack by lajd on 17 4. Having 


he pro 8 the at! | 
mache theſe "diſpoſitions, be .d thie river « on the 24th, 17 Won as 
1 was light, and came to. a ſeep: hill” at the giftanee of Wh. 


MH 119 


bexe, and were Very but in erecting ſome” new \ works. THe Engl 
advanced with the utmnolt intrepidity”; 73 "and, clatgberiny op he 
rocks, an exerciſe they had: Ten ee in e . 0 855 
excurſions, ſoon galned"the furamir, drave the Spaniards FN their 
Works, and, after halting a litel tele to "refreſh t| t lee Pfoceeded 
den the fort. The W 4 Seh as Ne arge Kiten fight 
0 it, obſerved with much 7848 75 that the Walls wete not Far- 
ried up to the ſame Height on that ſide a8 ; on. the other; "and ordered 
the Forlom to advance Wich their 1 1 1 ana kcdee, The 


; ; | Spaniards, diſconcerted with i t * boldneſs © thelt” Ac cn, fred 


towards them ar random, wit bu ittle”e $ xecution. Int the mean 
time, time, the Engliſh, having attained. on full peed to the bot F the 


, received the enemy's fire; 5 2nd, clapping this” muzzles en 


into tlie loop-Holes 'pf 1 the Hankers, ured 4 volley F 
"Ea i upon, 58 Which, a: as hey, e p Wieb mt a J 
- comp paſs, killed and e fever In the midſt r the Cf 
fon ee by this affault, the genefal gained poffeffion bf the 
" Hankers; 294 the, arriſon x 50 N "Yer perceived, than they made 
as much haſte'as they could” top et out öf the fort, and took to 


their heels wich the utmoſt” 1 Mad ef them ſwoght 


a refuge among the rocks on the ſeaſhore* nere they were thot 
. by the ſailors, who put off jinediately From” 


the" mips: the reſt 


& Wee purſued three or our piles; "and a f art of them laugh - 


* 


P "of et fix pieces of cannon 


o . F 


"A The great- diſparity of the Tos On call; nad in Wigs 
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tered, « or taken priſoners. ©” 


ngemenr 
to have bern very eoiipfeat.” in e e 


* the victory 


2 | On the part of the Spaniirds, three pndred Privates, ſeberal c *eap- 


tains, two- prieſts, and oue ſerſeant- Major, were Killed; one hundred 

| privates, and fix” captains,, made prifoners of War; the oa 
- Nangard and ten colours taken. 1 1 43 ED 47 01 1. 10131 142 

In the fort were found ten" double barrel of powder, greut Are 


mounted, and large quantity'of\ wine, 
4 HOU n Nenn : A (37 gh . 


1 0 82 oo. 


. Pie $5 


LO n . eee . 377 
7 40 2 * an. 50M | WA 7 

Fm 120 ti 1 55 ue A F + 3091-85 TIPS 
big e c the e We Are Watts! cats, esb 


4 05 ant Wb enfiph Fittor, an twenty: three'ptivates, 
wor wil 2 — mifty. No en. Needs the 
' fortification . — Falralkt Keton bee the herbst of the 

| Wurz ut St. Dduttngo:" He af. 
jt e Hg ur the'Sparith forces who 
rerec een the woche so bed more of 'their cb- 


Hſpriet; 46931; vibge! £ Prove ang algovy to 


{tive Gitter, und gitter Gerets in ſftiall ſkir- 
th the Spatiiards Helpaltect of beginn te iflatic Moſt of 
m. W ren fit opportuntty, it, *6tiritg to Cuba, or 
Ns Ef their "fertleniehs, and ever Werber to "mike 

nl Wa of any confequen "againſt this eofony es 
A Spaniſ fleet, epafilüin of fiftetti mips of War (which: Wah been 
beſtined to tak im Bldiers at Cafchägenz, to föppört the invaſion 
of the flat —.— upon the news of Poti Saft's il füctefs, made the 
beſt of tHeir way ts: the Havanna; Abd 16 ente GGaſt open to the 
"Engfithi® We ben <P. DO U d three hun- 
 dred Lolciers, burnt” too 'gallebts bound frbin Curt to Porto 
Bello, and deſtroyed the tbwu of Toln, fituated on the coaſt of 

' the Spanfin Vain. Their Tettlemeiitg at Sancta Marttra and other 
parts hac greatly ſüffered, fomie türig befbre, by the fpitited attacks 
of -Goaltſ@n'""85/*har $6 the dert öf the. emits den reduced 
the enemy to think 67 nothing bur 'the means of beſt protecting 
themſelves from invaſion," by ſtrecigttlening their maritime forts; 
while DOyley, equally" Sent Folks" ſecurity of his charge, 
completed two forts, afid tet about Crekting a third, as a further 
 fafeguardt the — — to Crem- 
well as. fit place for taminng xfloſe fiery and” turbulent ſpirits'that | 
were troubleſome at home] 4nd intiriäted, that the officers were 
willing to make adobe aHowance odt of their pay to all ſüch 
of che meaget Hort us niight be ſeit ter} aud be bord to frre 
ow for aterm by” inc f * Feu 1131 5 © $2 9 71 Uinmng . | 
be army] being cow betone taſtefs-or Jatnaiea by by rig ut of 
"int ͤ— ao Wthaneverto their pi 


tations. 


94 A eis e 


es ie ee nn 22 hoy 
| rations. Tora ung e e 
1 5 2 


Bermudas; and bee N 
P e . matics 
ke among: the. lol fer ih, FEW de thel li 

——— [Fox lome times. beep . 
tion, being, ſuppaſgd: 19,þave .embraged 5 920 als 
andi many. ef the 3 . 1 
preęnching 4 and plotting conſp Lint gy a 
gs goo ae a 2 5 45 
of peop gave t rie by Af 10 at's | 
 apply-to-Cramarell ag, in ng, 40. bet tas, Mete to 
be tested, Aces e . e were, fucceſsfu 

þ iu making proſclytes z,but, eſſed Mn 1045 77100. "Other 
than VVV 8 che, military go. 
ernment of Jamaica ill. adapted ther. principles ; fer the .preater | 
2 th removed to cheir brotherhood in. F. 


them at leng e. 
By the progrets of - the-ſettlements,, me produce began now t 
bad is m 8 ecke La- ee rea the Alive. Jar e 
"galls mercantile tranſactions. 1 Hides, alt, woods, tobacco, and 
ĩoꝛrtaiſe· ſhell, were ee anhebter 
inland or upon the goaſt. To theſe were added a. variety of va. 
dosble prize, good taten by dre fleck. which made frequent - 
| ures from the Spaniardg. What trade as pet bad ſprung up wa. 
. : almoſt; ood gh 3 Mahogany 
| at this time muſt have been exceedingly plentiful, and very neat 
the South ccaſt of the iſland; for, moſt of the firſt-byilt, h houſes 
wWete of this wood...) Whilſt. the foundation of future ſplentlour wa 
— gradually lying at. Fort- Royal, the frigates On this Nation 
-gave the enemy ſuchcontinual annoyance, by plying near the, Hz 

— their intercgurſe with that place, ,that dle 
Spaniards were, obliged to bring home much of their treaſurę 1 
ide way of Buenos Ates, in Rio de la Flzta; a tract difulc 
es nage, che zei gn of eqycen Elizabeth, during which, they be 

een greatly infeſted with Engliſh adyenturers. F-01134 68 4 

+ | at egos fat; victory gained over the Spar iards. in Jpg 
"OY Negroes had al eee efome. .. Wen th 


ae 
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ptiteſved their cl Kiens und mafkbrewere no longer able to Keep 
7; Ache AWE; they furdered the! governor. placed over 
eh, ai choſe" 4 lender froth” their un gung. Such was the 
hal Rete) of the Spantards, that, unable to command, they 
LLENHRct tb itnphre dad court protection df theſe. blacks. 
5 lect Was the frrious Juen de Bolz, whole place, of re- 
treat ich St. me patlthy*@ protry'Koepalogitain; (till retains his 
eee THE" Eighth proceed dme blopd-hownds, and hunted 
= Wack The wilt beaſts ; till rown weary ät length of this 
2 * life, ali being in danger of periſtüng for wwant-of proviſions, 
eputation; to POyley, ahbe promiſed t receive them 
W dir fWirrenderimg tieir arias. The major part of them 
tlie terms; dur ſome others refuſed do fubmit, and wich- 
crew to eter recbfles in the midland parts-with, which they were 
perfecuy Well acytaibted. Hete hop "netted. far ſeveral years, 
nhtifthey Free mutricrous'enoogh by reading. aud the acceſſion - f 
kündenz Mees, to repeat the auele m hoſtilitieb, of which I. tha}: * 
Five We actount Heteaſter, '--/ The ſubmitting. Negroce, as an 
eattieſt bf © their fidelity, became extremely ſedulous in as 
the Hiding places or che Spunfarde, and readily:aſlifted: the Englim 
lug thetn und the Other Negroes who had refuſed to come 
* terms: een ne ile bad Go: y et 
Ache Vogitiving of we per +660," colunchD' Oxley [being iu 
vill c benen Pietendons to the government — he 
could mairitaftt tlie "Text: Party, or her of authority, was lying 8 
moto erm nate Mand, ordered out a detachment | 
| the command of Heutenatit-colofel Tyſon, conſiſting of 
eigtity officers 14461865; and'twerity ons of the revolted Spanith | 
blacks; "Which, after à teRidus aich derts the mountains, came 
up at Terigtt with Don CMriſtophei, who! Bad Poſted himſelf in a 
ſwampy place with" one Hundred and thirty-three men. His ſe- 
cond” itt ntrand as an ekpetienced Wldier, who had ſerved in 
Spain, aud Hall engageck in this bew fetuice in conſideration of 
double pay, atid veg "of ſuceveding; to the chief command 
e ale Abe e 12100109 A , 30 1522 
(4-195 442 07 eine ob W 218Y11q 342 2404; Rhe | 
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2 f AAR 1 an bug „ 
be Engliſhi advanced vgn with fn tepidity — 
fieſto ouſat the p paniſ Liehtenan gende rgb Hfec gig 1 
lanite, in histbellxgtaf; whigh i her died in, h 8 
this able leader, upon whom all;tbcie-hopgs hach beg — Bo 
diatoly ſtruck the wtholeof; Heis little aich 9 t ir 
general, Don Chriftophort . Fan. 
| Suben ſawe himſelf m being tan. 5c 2 25 
PWore made priſdn ara, anch O, Aͤty· Officer * f 
dum part uf he Spanierds, mihi any fad —— 

The \blacks were entaepnalgiachtog upon. this rgb 2 Wen 
great applauſe tp eee eee 

being n —.— 1 


IR 


by. 


Kerr; {Theobettec bs hes: from bring: Turing, they, 
kept ſeveral ſconss at home diſtengs: ap, rogganeitre 
- the country,jaudigive) the als — 2 An enemy. 
Colonel Tyſon had intelligence of their — and, Aiſpehing his 
men iin diffenenb dinbufctades, idungꝗ means 19 ſecure; all the ſeguts 
one C00 
as to make himſelf : maſtag of ithęwęſſel, on board of hi 

twenty officers and doldiera, yhowere-all;taken — — "4: 70 
(The: few, remaining Spaniardss Miho bad;gluded;ahe.fearch of the 
Engliſh forces. embracedicths;,frtt.. en of © 
making their eſcape: from, the iſland, leaving about thirty of their 
Negros Hlaveso behind, ho ſecreted themſelves, in the, Mmoulltains, 
and afterwards; entered igto alliance with che erher unſubdued ban- 
Anti. 1 The-ifland; pow: began 10 wear. the- appearance. of health and 
-plenty.z/ the-plavting buſineſs. Went on ſucceſsfully.; commerce in- 
oreaſed; and the ſenſe, of former miſeries was. almoſt > A 
hen; in the midſt af; theſe. pleabng .circumſtances,. a factious of- 
ficer of the army, colonel Raymund, who had. made. himſelf very 
-popular among the private men, 


conſpired to engage them in a ge- 
n neral 


„ BOOD I CHAR WL fs 
_ nerah revolt, and, perſifaded;/his/rfriend;-licutegant»colanels/T'y ſon; 
TIP rx ee A ef the Spa- 
| niar 8, 0a lactate, wit Ht 4n;t | plot. Raymund's object ect, it 
has been ſuppoſed, was: to. feige the government himſelf; but the 
reabdefign;is:pot; certainly ænoymn. Whatever it was, he was pro- = 
 bably;epcouraged t the: attempt, hy knowing - that | D/Oyley was 
not armed with any expreſs; commiſſion, or power, to puniſh ſuch 
offences apitaltr. Befides, he had wet ibe aſfedtions of the ſol- 
diery, rest leaſt che (major part of them aud was not unae- 
quainted, that I'Oyley-was'byjno-means a parſon agreeable to the 
ProteQorz thatthe was rather guſtere n dis manners, and a ſteady, 
| advocate for purfujng i che, eee the iſland: to which moſt. 
of the private men were difincliged; *;Jt-is:certain, this conſpiracy. 
open, and plundering ſome houſes in St, Jago de la Vega 3 and, their, 
number gf ꝓartiaaus inereaſing, it Was imagined: they meant no- 
leſs than che demolitiog of che ton. Noyley ſaw the danger.) fo, 
urgent, that he found himſelf; compelled to- ſuppreſs it by an act 
of beldneſs which might ſttike xhe reſt; of the troops with. awe., 
He immediately put binalelf at the head of a ehoſen party, defeated” = 
the conſpirators' after a. ſtout reſiſtance, ſeiaed the two officers, 
and brought them inſtantly ta a court martial. They were adjudged 
guilty, and ſhop purſvant to their; ſentence. Colonel Raymund met 


is fate with a magnanimity and reſolutiou that would have done: 
him honour; in a better. cauſeg but his companion,” who had been 
unwarily drawn in to a participation of the crime, but had pledged 
himſelf too far to retract, appeared cverwhelmed with contrition 
for having ſulliech his charscter with the infamy, of rebellion, and 
effaced the glory of his paſt , ſervices by an ignominious end. 
This ſevere example re-eſtabliſhed: good order and diſcipline, and 
cvery thing ſeemed to proſper under N'Oyley's wiſe and active 
government. to Fele 2111. g 
Trade ng ſooner began t0 raiſe its head at Port- Royal, than a 
more agreeable; employment offered: toi all thoſe ſoldiers and other 
enterpriaing ſpirits| who preferred a roving! and martial life $0, the. 
lober and laborious occupation of planting. -Privateers began to 
warm, Thee example of the ſquadron, which had made ſeveral 
ee Oo "$i rich 
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dd Able peace, by anboyiag ten! Th e 
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coed ing o gerethor who thoupht it he "rio Judi wy | 8 


2 


the C Durſd of a eure, Il office to purticipat 


ee 
fen bt left 


tendedits ĩnoreaſe the number ef ſettleintits On 


„ 


| other ſimiffur ſup- 
X of” tlie! finalle(F"Jots, Bot Exceeding | 
_ thinty.geres of lind; were able te mafntaln 8 Hheimfelves" in à very 
comfortable: manner by Attendit to fene one or other of thoſe 
ſmall articles Which guikied (ready ihôhe ar the matket?”” And it 
is owing te this eau that we find fuch a prodigious number of 
theſe little ſettlements grouped together in all the environs of St. 
Jago de la Vega, and i the maritime parts not far from Port- 
Royad harbour, | whicliowerd'then full of people, all ſubſiſfting- well 
by their traffic wich that town? The revende of the Iundholders 
vas -confiderably iticreaſed likewiſe by the rifing rents 'of 'Houſes 
there, which in its flouriſhing æra were Nett on 48 High terms as the 
13347 | | > © IJ a N beſt | 
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was broke, "this event was followed by the detlenſion'of "its 
andthe diſſipation of the petty Freer who from that period begun 
þ to ſpread themſelves more into the inland parts; and, When gar 
becsche the ſtapte of the illand,' thie nature of the commodfty, 
Which [Fequired | large tract for fit cultivation, nebeſſarily gave 
birth to land monopolies, Alarge number of 'the thirty:ycre*ilors 
were bought up on eaſy terms by the mote PO Oe or cer 
chants and eee into one property 1 As _ 
To luffan thee ſugar, eſtates, large Breeding kürte wete Fequj- 
es: and theſe tended to promote the ry + imonopolizing : fo 
that thoſe Places, Which originally w were belt W e inhabi- 
tants, Are now either deſert, or turned.into paſtures for cattle. and 
ſheep, _ The general avidity for ſettling ſugar works has been we 
ire of conſequences in Jamaica fimilar'to what have late ately been 
: land, upon the demolition of ſmall Farms. It 
has thinned the country of people, and occafioned. many neceffary 
articles of food to be 05 dear and ſcarce, by abolifhitig tha that 
claſs of pot, but uſeful, lubjects, Who had found their account in 
the production and vending « of thoſe article. 

As we. haye no. ' memorials of. the, further. CRIT ” the 
army. from this year 1660 to the year. 1662, when lord Windſor 
was appointed in the roorn | of colonel. NOyley Lege. L ouſt Tg 
Lonel ude 
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iu The laſt capital operation by land, e by . een 
the year 1668. oon after lord . Windfor aſſumed the government, His excellency, taking 
into conſideration the mavy, inſults and abuſes committed by the iflander of Cuba upon Engliſh 
ſubjects, and their frequent attempts to obſtruct the trade of Jamaica, determined to retaliate 
upon them, and prevent them from giving any diſturbance for ſome time to come, With this view, 
he cauſed one thouſand picked men, drawh from gents, to be embarked upon twelve fail 
of the beſt veſſels elders to the inland, and t6 (ail direfly for Cuba. On the iſt of October 
they made the land, and about four G clock in UA GH gt el with th caſtle and 
block-houſes, upon the South fide of the harbour of St. Jago. This harbour is one of the beſt 
in America. It hs about ſeven miles North into the Und; the entrance, for about a mile, i 13 
ſo narrow, that ly one ſhip can enter at a time; then it widens for about two miles; and then 
contracts itſelf again ; ; after Which, it is fmewhit Wivided! by = ſmall iſſand, called Iſla Verde; 
deyond which, it opens at once into a ſpacious triangular baſon, extremely deep, and perfectly ſe- 
cure from tempeſtuous winds. The entrance may be defended againſt a numerous fleet, not only 
by the fort and batteries which guard the Faſtern point, but becauſe there is no anchoring near the 
mouth, where the depth of water is from eighty to one hundred fathom, with a prodigious fwell ; 
and, the height of the land intercepting the breeze, ſhips are generally ſubject to be becalmed 
Ooz very 


i 


A CIO 
n on the Taſt-mentioned 
olony was preſerved from 


geneletnan;! under whoſe ahſpites this © 
foreigntas well as inteſtine enemies, and adyaneed very far in'civi- 
/ (VVV 
1:zafon- 1. Da 82 5 DOEAUL SL). OL a Niete , 135 N 
y hin por nl bravery and wilt /edhndudt in defeating! every at- 
tetijſpt of tlie Spaniards to retake dhe ita, as well as; by che ſpirit 
linelsltry; be excired acbng the; troops: and, other iohabitants, 
without relaxing their military diſeipline too much; be gained 
e . - 195 ek o 8 3 T 7 II. \ 4 Lon gr al | l 
very neariit; and in(dinger.of \tcivingy upon the rocks hich <aviron; the Ieeward gf Wedern 
pelle The wn d, heat this North-cadt anigts of the harbour; about che Yiſtance of three 
miles: and/'s-quarter:froru the principal fort, called, ; like that of the Harabnaly, the Morro, cr 
Rock. The Roglitbſflcethad\no foojer approached the offing-of the harbovr,'than a land wind 
Trang nn baffled" weir anenpe- Upon this, they akered their fit plan of attack, and, 
dfting dong the 755  eifetell a taliding, about tu miles from' che Point, upon fuch, ihconre- 
niert ground, that the night came on before the whole army could. be dilembarked. The ſpot 
whers they had landed} was reed and Tull of fees which, together with the darkneſs that in. 
volyed them, contriþared to retard thei march, and to.render it execediogly difficult. Their guice: 
however, Having = Iebyrh provided ſome torches, they\purſuctl their ute, and about the dann 
of dh tame uy wich a'plancariorr about fir milts bann the lamlüng place, and! three from the 
ron, | io Which (they adyanced wjth;'all the Gerte in eit power, afrer taking ſuffcient refreſh. 
ment. Upon their dyproachlng, the town, they found the commandant Dog Pedro Moralin, and 
' their | ol adtaibianice Dow/Chriftophery) the late ortet of |Jkmaica, poſted at the head of 
eight hundred men. The Spaniards; having berricaded-all che avenues, and drawn. down 2 train 
of 'uxtillery,” made; ſhew of an oþſtinate” reſiſtance. ' The Engliſh forces, not_in the leaſt inci- 
midated at this appearance, came on in good order, with a general ſhout ; and, Having received a 
diſcharge of their great and/{mall ſhot, ruled forward; took-poſlefiion of che artillery: befote the 
Spaniards had, rite 't-Jodd again, pug charged” them fo Lunopſy, [rhat they; logo put them to 
rout, killed numbers of their men, and, having gained the town, made themſelves maſtets of fix 
it. Fluſhed with \this-ſuceeſs, they ſpent but little time 
neceſſary diſpoſitions were made for {c- 


im 


fring a few irregular ſhots, ; 


: 


fiting of two thouſand dwelling-bou 
waſte for ſome miles round. They took. one thouſand barrels of powder in the fort, and thiny- 
four. pieces of cannon, chiefly braſa, four of which were afterwards ſent to the Tower of London. 
The fort had been“ by the inhabitants reputed  impregnable, The wall on che land-fide was 
ſixty feet in height, and proportionably thick ; and the whole building bad colt the king of Spain,, 
but a ſew years before, the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds fterling. So that the. loss 
ſuſtained by the enemy, in ruined buildings and plantations, the capture of ſhips and other. effects, 
was probably-not ſhort of half a million flerling, or upwards,” 7 


more 
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more hotiour than either Penn or Venables by their in eußon of it. 
Ff to this we. ädd, that he appears' hot to 12 55 fought fe to 
himſelf by the monopoly of land, which undoubtedly was within | 
his power, or by practiting any extortion: or. oppreſſion on the ſab- | 
abandoned to his entire cottumands but; on the contrary, „ 
nifeſted 4 firm and perſevering zcat in maintaining good order 
among wier ditheartenied and averſe to fettlement; in improving and 
eſtabliſhing it by humane; vigorous, and, oradher meafures, while 
in its infaney; and, finally, delivering it SUL of his hands to the $ 
nation à well: peopleck and thriving" colony; we ſhall Tee cauſe to 
applaud bir UF am etteltent Mice,” à diſhtereſted patriot, a wiſe 
governor," a brave and upright” W and "muſt lament, that, 
although it 1b to his good conduct 22818 we oe the poſſeſſion of 
Jamaica, he" received n other reward for His many eminenr ſer- 
vices than the approbation of Bis den heart.” He was of a good 
family; eduented to the law, and held ſome civil employments in 
lreland ? Büt, cofor table to the uſage of the times during the Civil 
War, he quitted his profeſſion for the eatnp, and firſt ſerved among 
the toyaliſts. He it) early in the War, taken priſoner by” ths 
forces of the parliament ; and afterwards entered into the ſervice of 
the vi&orious party. He engaged in the expedition againſt the 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies for one year only ; but, by various occurrences, 
continued in the ſervice till after the Neter⸗tiäh. He had Rrongly 
ſolicited Cromwell to confirm him in the government of Jamaica; 
and was conſtantly refuſed, from a diſtruſt perhaps of his political 
principles. 80 that, although o enjoyed the'ſupreme command 
here for a louger ſpace than any of his predeceflprs, it was only by 
the aceident of ſurvivorſhip upon the deaths of Sedgewicke' and 
Brayne. It is a memorable circumſtance attending his life, that 
the very man to whom the Protector had "manifeſted ſo inflexible an 
averſion or jealouſy, ſeemed the molt c capable of any commander. 
employed; that he held the government, which had been denied 
to his ſolicitations, much longer, and ſucceeded in the admi- 
niſtration of it much better, than any other. 

If we take a retroſpective view of Cromwe!l's policy and ma- 
nagement ghout the whole of this buſineſs, we ſhall find no 
great reaſon to admire them. The ill ſucceſs of the enterprize 
again(k 


8 5 | 


as. 3 oy A (MA Joss blue. 
 agaioſt,. St. Domingo mag juſtly be aſeribed as much. to.. th 
treacherous, behaviour, .of - 7 perſons commiſſioned by Oliver i in 
the equipment,. as to the injudicious choice, and bad. execution, of 
4 5 and men by hom 1 it Was conducted. The ſoldiets were 
br the moſt part the refuſe of the whols army : the; forces, in liſted 
* the Welt- Indies, were the moſt profligate of maukind; Peay 
and Vandbleawrare of very incompatible tempers; the trogps were 
not furniſhed with arms fit for ſuch an expedition; their proviſions 
were very. defeftive both in quantity and quality; all hopes of 
_ ;pillage, the bet e valour among ſuch men, were refuſed 
the ſoldiers katy en; no directions nor intelligence were given 
to conduct the e. at the ſame. time 
they wete tied down to follow the advice of ers who 
extremely diſconcerted them in all their- projets La. in 
Fot the poflethon of Jamaica; the generals were more indebted 
to the cowardice. of. the Spaniards, than the bravery of their own 
troops. In che -reinforcivg of that army, who were to plant as 
Well as defend the iſland, it was ſurely unwiſe to ſend ſturdy beg · 
gars, pe 6:18 and vagabonds, gleaned. from, Scotland and other 
parts, with a deſign to their altering their nature in Jamaica, and 
becoming converts to ſobriety, induſtry, and good- manners: The 
quality of theſe. recruits. may be judged from major- general Boteler's 
return of perſons committed-to * within his an It be 
| Hy. in me Mangan _. v7 51 
2.1 enen 446; 5 Pr 

10 Theſe three ate ſuch as live out of any calling, 
and very drunken fellows, and quarrelſome; 
are all ſingle men, and fit for whe, AA be- 
| . yond ſeas. | | 
This . purveyor for the colonies, in 'hi letter | to Thurloe. in \ the 
-year 1656, „makes humble motion, that he would pleaſe to help 
him to a vent for thoſe idle vile rogues, that he had ſecured for 
ee the preſent, ſome in one country, ſome in another; being not 
.«« able to provide ſecurity for their peaceable demeanour; not fit 
* to live on this ſide ſome or other of our plantations.” Ile adds, 
that he could help Thurloe to two or. three hundred at twenty 


_ [5] Hume. 
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4 fbür hours wütning; atid the countries would" think themſelves 
dwell rid of chem y“ What happened upon the introduction of 
och levies into Jamaica might eafly have been foreſeen. They 
ed in their diſſdlute cobrſes contaminated others who were 
well diſpoſed, and rendered the plate ſor ſome titne offenſive to 
ſtrangers. who might otherwiſe have choſen to ſetrle in it. Ancther 
great defect in the colonizativn'ef the iſland as the neglect of pro- 
viding and eſtabliſhing, by the ſupreme authority of the ſtate, 
ſome /ceftaiti frame of civil government.” The Puritane of New- 
England, who had proſpered ſo amazingly, were reſtrained to an 
otdetly;" temperate, aud induſtrious way of Hfe, by the avſterity. 
of their religious principles, which anſwered all dns ende of muni- 
cipal laws, And empulſory penalties. The meu, collected at Bar- 
badoes and the other ſmall iſlands, were chieffy ſervants; ho had 
worked out the term of their indentures, and derived” very little 
morality or deceney from their education, ſphere of life, or habitual 
practices; for they had been uſed to herd with * . roar 
reſembled them in the brutality of their manners. 

' In' regard to the reprobates expelled from Fogladd, here n 
were nutfances; although it may be true, that men of reſtleſs tem- 
pers, and many er in hee morals, which miglit render them 
noxious in the mother · ſtate, may often become very uſeful citizens, . 
when traniplatited” ms" the remoter-parts of che empire; yet it 
ſeems tenſobable to think, that, in order to become uſeful, they, 
muſt undergo-t their- probation in colonies already well- ſettled, and 
ſabjected to a regular form of government, where wholeſome laws 
connect and ſtrengtherr all the obligations of fociety, and where a 
competent | power reſides to put thoſe laws in full execution. Men 
of a e or diſſolute turn of mind have not that ſufficient de- 
gree of patience, ſteddineſs, and decorum, fo eſſential to the ef- 
tabliſhment of new plantations in parts remote from the immediate 
ſoperimtendence of the mothereſtate. Gonſidering, therefore, the 
ſeveral everity attending the firſt ſettlement of Jamaica, it may be 
reckoned a fortunate cireumſtance, that, when," by the licentious 
and refractory proceedings of many in the army, the affairs of 'the 
A wore no very promiſing aſpect, and n oo buſineſs of 


'q be 1455 "Fhurl, vol. IV. p. 632. 695. 
4 | planting | 
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* 
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planting did not progeed with that q apidity ſo gonſpicuous in other 
islands, the, privateering, trade at! Jength' opened, a changel, by 


which theſe;diſardecly ſpirits were.driven, into an occupation per- 
fectly well-ſuited to them. +a the gcquiſition of wealth to them- 
ſolves, Which they diſßpated in riot aud debauchery, they contri. 
buted more{largely-than they were Ware to.the, proſperity. of that 


When Richard Cromwell treated, with Boutdeaux, the F rench 
embafladot, in reſpect to the conditions of 4 peace with; Spain; he 


maica in Engliſh hands, in regard it 4, would in time overthrow 
all the maxims by which he governed his American dominions;“ 


but: wauld give a conſiderable ſum of money; to England for it. 


Richard was too honeſt, perhaps, to encourage this propoſal ; but 
w May ſerye to ſhæv the very, great importance of this iſland io the 
eſtimation. of e e eee eee hands, 
to ſubvext their project of an gxeluſive..monarchy in the Weſt- 
Indies. Yet the Spaniards .conld; Jah claim! to this illand on no 


other pretence than that of uſurpation. They, expelled, put to 


death, fixty. thouſand Indian inhabitants, to make room fot about 
| fifteen hundred Spaniards, Their whole number of inhabitants, 
including Negroe ſlaves, were, at the time of .the. Engliſh invaſion, 
_ computed only at three thouſand, of whom, the; Hayes, were. ſup⸗ 
poſed to form the agajor. part. , As the maritime powers in Europe 
were not diſpoſed to acknowledge, this pretended right of, univerſal 
ſoyereigaty in America, which the crown of Spain had arrogated ; 
ſo chis oppoſition. gane riſe to, a ſott of predator) Tropical war, 


Which for, mauy years ſubſiſted previous to the conqueſt © Jamaics, 8 


It was. chiefly conducted by private adventurers, French \Engliſh, 
and other ſubjefts ʒ and gave no interruption to the peace in Eu- 
rope between the reſpeQive, nations and Spain. But many of theſe 
adventurers, if not moſt of them, were countenanced in theſe ex- 
peditions by their reſpective ſovereigus, proved by their obtaining 
regular commiſſions; aud the reſt were not queſtioned for what 
they! had done. So that the Spaniſh, claim could not even ſupport 


itſelf on a preſcriptive right; ſince it was ſo continually, denied by 


caſe iuterru ptions. In ſhort, agreeable to the law of nations, a 
mm 


iſland, auc the emolument af-the mother unt 


was told, that the xing of Spain yguld never conſent to leaye Jas 


though 
claime 
legally 
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of duke tete bn into Þ apiſt 5 0 F Proteſta ts . Claim of this nature 


[z]-Noaky whb, had title | wk; faid by ſo lens 10, hare executed = deed of 
bargain and fale 821 fs 128 18 Are kom ie 0 ed . bel world to his 
three ſons, ſhare/and are alike! Butt this-debl no Sheer; at preſent / unleſs it is Pro- 
level. in / the Vatican libraty, we are not informed: to whoſe lat America fell. The Pope, it is 
thought (no title - deed being extant), conceived this Weſtern eſtate to be el eatable, and lp 
claimed it as vicarius Dei; but, if the opinion of the learned may be reted bn, it ptoperly- an 
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Pale priftice de of the'Spitigrds Wenke, whoh 
is never to contract ſincere! Peace, with Fo oh 21S in 
America, In. the reign * of, Charles 1. and whi a "Hon 
was obſerved in Europe, they attacked St. 
rovidence, Santa Cruz, and tome other inſular ſettlements, on 
which. the Engliſh had- planted: themlolves. . 4 The ey 
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receive. from the crown of Spain the leaſt reparatian | for. theſe out- 
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court, . that the Eoglih mould ever be admitted to a partict- 
pation either of tertitory or trade in the Well⸗Iodies. There is 


no doubt but the Spaniards. are ſtill oqually tenacious of theſe 


retenſions, and want Hot. che will, but the power, cd ver all 
ey Deny Joſt, ,/ . . Bo 05 Sc Kat The) 18 (t 1 01. Ke 
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murdered, or 
ied into flavery, moſt of, the ſettlers; nor did xe Eng lim ever 


rages. It was not confiſtent, with. the fundamental policy, of. that 
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1» (Phis ada ſdning i IU cel Wenn fromthe 
following account, which Thurloe has OR Varl the 25 0 this 
Wäſt. India erppAE,i 17 755 E 5111 505 Eni egg i: 

5 Speaking fi tber negofietien between Oliver, Siocwell., 


\ 


a irt ferenct to the Spartithambaiſador,, Don Alonzo de Car- 
denas, * that, touching the Weſt- Indies, the debate thereof as 


4 occaſioned upon the firſt article of che tresty of 1630 between 


+ Euglauc and Spain,; whereby it is agreed, that there ſhould be a 


15: pepe6z /armity, and friend{pipy, between, the two kings and their 
e reſpeRivie. Hibjafis,/ in All parts; of the world, a8 well. in Europe 
«ax{eUewheres7 Upon this it was. ſheiyed,. that;. in, contraventian 
« of this article, the Engliſh were treated by the Spaniards. AS. ene 
mies wherever: they were met in America, though ſailing to and 
from their om plantations ; and inſiſted, that ſatisfaction was 
id be gen i this atd- good. foundation, of friendſhip laid in 


+ choſe parts-for-cthe;; future between their reſpective ſubjects, the 
196 Engliſhi:there heing very; conſiderable, and whole ſafety. and in- 


tereſt the government hete ought. to provide for; or clic there 
<6;coulÞbe:; no fold and laſting: _ bes een Aheſe two e in 
Hine lind 519 to on 1G) 


| Lüge et tin. all our Englich Og: trading Ap n 
< wete expoſed, ! tn Vr blade Dell 
To theſe Don Alonzo replied, that to ak a liberty Fram the. in- 


« quiſition, and free: ailing in the Weſt- Indies, was to alk. bis 


4 maſter's two eyes; and that nothing could be done in Abet 
4 points but according to the practice of farmer times. 


The debates. upon theſe articles. gave no great ee to 


* either ſide, nor inoreaſed the confidence; but rather ſhewed, that 
the principles of England and Spain at that time were very dif- 
„% ferent, - \ that it mile be hard to make their intereſts 
60 agree. > hes 
Then it came into ate, Wan Oliver and his council, with 
< which of the crowns (France or Spain) an alliance was to be 
* choſen. Oliver himſelf was for a war with Spain, at leaſt in the 
8 Weſtelndics, if ſatisfaction were not given for paſt damages, and 
N | Ppg « things 


g 


after nel wis railed/ta hepratefiorate, and the foreign miniſters; he | 


its Kabob Banoo ae, NC A Roos tou the 
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things Well beetle r fe future And limofiof"the ebubel | 


% went thie Hime way: Ruvig FA tloickhun undd; olle 
As this happened in 1653, and the fleet was not bquipped until the 
lattor-hν, f 15 54, may teaforiabIy:prefurney: that geonftręnces 
Were in the mean tire rehewelowithe Cardbnas, in / hopes of 
 wotkidg ſome change 
| ty , att gatiiobd); $511 as 
80 it was reſolved'to/ſend a fleet and land ſorees into the 4 
* Indies, where, it Was taken for granted; the peace was/atready 


«looked! upon s law ful prize 011 1 >. Aon $1412. AO | 5 
1 The fleet äs fent awey to the Weſt- Indies; and a War fol- 
- «owed theteupon between England and Spain LA M nl 


Such is the citeurnſtantial debit avbiets Thürloe (che beſt au- 
thority) has piven' of this Buffet? Dots it not appear from hence, 
that the Spaiyjards*had*brokety the treatyofgtGgD as it wias then 
underſtobd : bad treated the Engliſtꝭ ſubjects in Arnerica ds enemies, 
and interrupted their freedom of navigation? "that! a teparation. 


for theſe injuries was demanded, inform, of the Spaniſh ambaffador; 


and that, ſo far from making any, he would not even adtnit the 
but avowed” the maxims of bis court which 
had produced theſe injuries? Could any reaſons be more juſtifica- 
into à war for obtaining redreſs, which 
eould be procured in no other way Þ. And would any previous for- 
mality be reaſonably expected in this caſe? | Civilians: all hold, 
that he who, is already attacked (which was the caſe with the 

Engliſp- ſettled in America) need net declare war. The ſtate of 


right of free ſailing; 


tive than theſe for entering 


war was' ſufficiently determined by the open hoſtilities of the: Spa- 


miards in thoſe parts [o) and by the declarations of their ambaſ- 


ſador, who anſwered in- the name of his maſter. 
It appears further, that Cromwell voted for a war, as 8 


only in caſe ſatisfaQion-wete not given for paſt damages, and ſecu- 
_ rity for a ſolid amity iin future. This: was. ſurely a guſt and ho- 


nourable principle, and highly becoming the nation... | 
[a] Thurl. vol I. p. 760, 767. [3] Vide Burner; Eiſt. vol. I. 5. 119. The 


as =» 


in the Spaniſh e e gen whou: 


broken 'by the Spaniard, 2eoittary'!! to-'the! former treaties 3 and 
i Bot to meddle with anything in Evgrope!tilkthe/Spaniard}ſhouk 
begin, unleſs the Americas: fleet ſhould! be mt wich, which was 


* 


5 +. cht. i. 293 
The Ares Taſk inet from the Spaniards, the cruelties they exer- 
eiſed, and the Eng ih blood they ſhed ih America, in contraven- 
tion ol the treaty of 46; 36, Were then recent in the minds of every 
one:? bur no 1 a re obliterated by th the diſtance of time.” Vet 
it cinpilt Ye Wh, ted > that theſe ontra 858 5 were: as juice and as ge- * 
nerally telented at that p pekiod, ag their later hoftiliries were imme- 
kiste before” che War rt 1739 The queſtions" of e free failing. 
and" co. Wing in the Welt inde were the grounds of both 
cheſe wats: "The reafotiings' : app equal to both theſe events; 
and ErgmwelP's S War Mn "Span a 175-4 as-Juſt and honourable (in 
-a' national view) 8 he Wat of 0 or George mW 8 Nothing therefore, I 
think, but the du bes © of party-zeal, WF Baye mifled ſome 
arthors tö call this exp edition p 1 5 wid! a wlels and others to- 
ſtigmatize it Thy RA iolation' of beat. Sb far from 
beitig repugratit tc tlie principles of natural” equity ( Mt Hume 
-aflerts), it ſeems "whatifeſtly 'couliſtent with the laws of nature and 
| rations, and the rules of 887 p. policy but of this let the reader 
-diſpafi onately fort His oel jure; tecollectig, that, from 
the treaty of Utrecht in 113 to” the ear 1726, in the time of J 
peace, the Spaniards captured vr plundered 10 15 than forty- ſeven - 
of- our ſhips in the Weſt- Indies, valued at 14t, 000 /; - that; after 
ſigning ms prelitninaries* of peace in 1727, and notwithſtanding the 
apparently pacific diſpoſition of the Spaniſh court iti Europe, and 
their ſolemn engagements, their governors i in the Weft-Iidies were 
inſtructed: to continue their depredatory War; ſo that our men of 
war were no ſooner withdrawn from thoſe ſeas, than our merchants 
began to feel ſeverely the effects 'of the Spaniſh perfidy; and every 
ſhip from our colonies brought a freſh” ſubject of complaint of 
their robberies on our trade, and eruelties towards our failors. - 
The houſe of commons, moved by theſe accounts, addrefled the 
king in 1728; deſiring he would be ple ated to endeavour, 1ſt, to 
prevent ſuch depredations ; 2dly, to anus juſt and reaſonable ſa- 
tisfaction for the loſſes ſuſtained; and, zdly, to fecure to his fubjects 
the free exerciſe of commerce and A7 to and from the Britiſh 
colonies in America. Theſe are expreſsly the very ſame three 


points for which. Oliver contended upwards of ſeventy years - 
before. 


After 
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Be the a ifiable;ſale of Dunkick to. F in-1662, m many 
"perſon is were filled with appre chene, ee of 
Charles ſhould prompt kim to; fel} Jamaica Pi n TERS args.., It 
is probabie, that. as:the court of Spain had 'affexed E mo- 
"ny; to: Richard Cromwell for it, the King would gla 1 thee } AC- 
cepted the like terms, if he had not been fra, Ne the. one 
hand, by his gloſe alliance with Fraqce-agunft the Spaniſh Intereſ}; 
"and, On the other, by his dread-of the parliament ; who had prepared 
abi for annexing Dunkirk to the crown. of England, at the very 
time when Chatles.negociated the fals of it; and "bighty q "5 
the ttauſaction. eng,” He ng haying been acquired. by. the 
King's zarms, he could have no tight to ſell it, whatever: right he 
might bave to reſtore i it by treaty, with! the. Sonſent of parliament. 
Charles rightly judged, that, if be ſhould proceed to the ſale of 
Jamaica, the patliament would take care that the purchaſo · money 
-thould not, as in the former caſe, deſcend into his, private 99 885 
but be appropriated to national uſe, hie inhabitants, of 
were not without dread of. . ge; and feveral reaſons. = 
offered to Bis majeſty's _confideration, chiefly, by Sir Thomas 
Lynch, why be ſhould keep, preſerve, and ſupport, this Wand; 
e which the following were the moſt material. 
1. That it is very TDI nd e 10 e eren num: 
ben of people, _ h TATE 


10 that the e . coming into the 8 and Nas 
from port to port, either make ſome part of this iſland, or may 
be immediately met by the men of war ply ing on this coaſt; which 
proves it of great importance to us, inaſmuch as it lies ſo conyenient 
. annoying and diſtreſſing the Spaniards in time of war. 
er BO Jamaica is found to precede all the Engliſh plantations i in 
America in the very commodities that are proper to their ſeveral 
.colonies; and is alſo diſtinguiſhed from them by its producing 
cacao, hides, tortoiſe- ſhell, mahogany, dying- woods, gums, ſpices, 
drugs, &c. fruits, fowl; and fiſh, an infinite ſtore; many of 
which are unknown to the others; likewiſe ſuch an abundance of 
Hogs, ſheep, horſes, and horned cattle, that none other of the 
— Weſt-India iſlands can equal it. And as this iſland is 
| I \ thus 
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CR ſoch various commodities ; fo it 
is nid leſd pr ecken abd pee: the —— 
of Eug lang! Mt Allo 207 vents; 5 
4. Its ertent and 322 it capable: of e$66iving all thoſe 
planters ho, by the wearing Gut of lands and waſte of won 
„ defert the Carribee iles USL WE | 
5 By ats ſtrength of inhabitants and mi une it nb of 

6 woe againſt the Spirit in es las, and foree 
them to admit of à trade inte theit ports; and, 4 trade being thus 
forced, à very beneficial” intercourſe and acquaintance. mighe - be - 
made tic promoted With the native Spaniards. 1 01,971: 
2. Is not ſo fubſect to hartieanes, as fioCurvibeedfies::: 
(tg The coaft of V nia and thoſe illes being mund 8 to 18 
olent guſts of wind, their thips have oſten been driven out to ſea, 
and ſo much difibled;” as to be conſtrained to put into ſome of the 
Spaniſh ports, "where they were made- prizes; but, after Jamaica 
fell into |Briglifh Hantls, it afforded convenient harbours for all 
veflels thus dfftreffed, and has faves maar Walen were forced he 
ſtortmis ftom the other colonies. KH 0.540303 

Theſe atguments requite' no comment, babes abs eee o 
century has fully demonſtrated their truth and importance in moſt 
points. In reſpect to opening a trade with the Spaniards, the ad- 
vantages of it, would no doubt have been fully proved, had the ex- 
periment ever been made in the manner propoſed ;' conſidering the 
immenſe profits that have been gained to the ation by a limited and 
clandeſtinie intercourſe, carried on under every poſſible obſtacle 
which the Spaniſh government could contrive, to ſuppreſs it, and 
which it never has been, nor ever will be, able wholly to ſuppreſs, 
without the concurrent eudeavours of the Britiſh miniſtry. 
Having ſhewn the means by which Jamaica was firſt acquired 
and "maintained, and its ſettlement advanced; it remains juſt to 
mentioh one or two occurrences which in later times re of 
eminent ſeryice in the further population of it. 

About the year 1654, a treaty was entered into Kees 
Charles II. and the ſtates of Holland; whereby it was agreed, 
chat England ſhould cede to the latter the colony of Surinam, in 


[4 At this time there were thirty an of privateers belonging to the iſland. 
exchange 
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De ee e e ene 4 
commiſſioners, Mefl;,Cranhield, Nyckengeld, jad Brook, ere ſcur 2 
over to execute th; 8 treaty, and remove the Engliſh ſubjects;. with be 
their effects. The, epachätion was accordingly: performed-jn the * 
following ꝙ car and the Engliſſů planters, in number abgut twelve 1. 
hundred, including Negroes, conducted to Jamaica, Whete they 1 

- were (graciouſly received bynnerd -Yaughan,, the then, Sofernor, * 
 agretablly; to the iaſtruct ions giveno him i aud. ſettled on à tract of of 
land: in the pariſh of St. Elizabeth, ſince called Surinam; Harters. * 
The addition of ſo map induſtrious men was unqueſlionably of + 

| very great ſervice to the iſland; but. the ſoil allotted. for 25 Was wy 
by no means equivalent-to that. which: they had been; obliged. £0 re- oh 
* at Surinam. Another body of uſeful, planters, Was gained in 3 
1699. The Jealouſy. »exeited in England by the trading part of by 
«the; nation, and particularly the Eaſt- India compatiy, againlt the Th 
Scoteh project of: ;colonizing on the iſthmus of, Darien, Had ſo in- 5 
fluenced the miniſtey f. William HI, that methode, neither hu- 2 
mane. nor very hondurable. were practiſed, in order to obſttuct it. x 
The Scotch tranſplanted thither had been reduced to great diſtreſs, 
ſor want ol. proviſion and other. necefiaries, and, drew, kbeit ſup- - 
plies;chiefly. from, Jamaica; and New Verte, But a flop was put to Ja 
"this ſupport by. the following. proclamation, Wi hich, the governor, th, 

DEMO I 10.295; 

{bs Whetcas Tha Keel aden f from his, majeſſy, by the Tight 4 

< honourable, James Vernon, one of . the. principal ſecretaries of Ka 
tate, imputting, that his majctiy, was. not informed of the inten. 2 
tions auc deſigus of the Scotch in peopling Darien, which is | oY 
e contrary to the-peace. between his majeſty and his allies; and 10 
4 commanding-me- not to afford them any, aſliſtapge: in compli - 5 
4 nnce therewith, in his majeſty 5. Dame, and by his order, I do ba. 
ſtrictly charge. and require all and, every his, majeſty s ſubjects, arſ 
&.that; upon-ho pretence whatſocver, they hold any correſpondence I 
with the Scots aforeſaid ; nor give them any alliſtance with, arms, > 
4 ammunition, proviſion, or any thing whatſoever, either. by. them- nig 
44:ſelyes, or any other for them; pr aſſiſt them wWith any of their = 
"ſlipping, or of the ag nation's ʒ. upon pain of his majeſty's 8 
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pended on the Engliſh colonies for a continuation of amicable Help: 
and intercqurſe; and, on being denied any further aſſiſtance from 
Jamaica and New York, 5 RE wm; had ſent for freſh ſupplies, 
they were driven to the uttnb v4 f want, and compelled 
to abandon their ſettlement o 58 zoth of June, 1699. Scarcely 
one hundred of them Fot 0 tol Scotſand aderflperithed by the 
hands of the 125 1 reſt. of the ſurvivors, embarking in 
_ two "ſhiÞ&1 bel &ok BR Net Khugdto Fanidicd]; *Evenr Here, 
although? their W fiftiefics N e and ſicknefs werk well 
known et ter tärrft of2! the prend b olbes, chat 
they were obk $916 "Pail A100 ett! Un Are : Tord. ine 
bang bur they here n ag En Urns employ tents, 
art by their! Maw (Hy Agthe ſin" Prbeefs "gg" intel c 17 
derable, eſtätes, which re hot Enfiybd®by their" dolly de- 
ſceudents. The. Affegto and private Cstitracts with" the Spa- 
nass ere other Toartes? bf” Popelztiof r, Heir the town 
of: Kitigſtd,” by means of "this coritherce, bechme the great ma- 
gazine for applying Bririfh munufactüires to die Spaufbrds, number- 
lefsmerkhöants factors, and traders, were attracted by the gainful 
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. of hvfnes, high. chem, opened, 9. Wah- anch mag ef them 
laid out the profits of commerce in ſettling or purchaſing 1 
eſtates in this iflang.; The. two. zemarkable epochs of 174.5 and 
25 were attended with ſome ſmall. emigiations iber of, a; few, 
who, either, Arne 19 ER /*pgaged+ in thoſe 
e e 7 is; cd afforded, them. 4 ſanftuary, 
0 1 ein they found. Je 5 ie. Acre for their paſt. mit- 
Ks 1 beraming borious, _peaceables apd,-uſefyl. lhjects 
1 te aided govt, 1 hays .ongitted, 04, remark, that, 
HR the, colony began to fguriſh,, many families of note remgved 
Hither from; Barbadyes.. They probably. began emigrate; dyring 
Sir Thomas Modyford's, government. ., We Hg layer l deſcendents 
ropa theſe gld, ſtocks Kill remaigipg. in dhe Man, and; fame plan- 
ations, which, although in) the, conrke, of time.they. have. paſſed 
into other hands, continue. to, rejain..the ;pames; of. their; original 
founders, who were, for the-moſk, part natives of Barbadoes, invited 
hither perhaps by the freſhneſs, Of che fail; and. ſome 50 Advan- 
tages Mhich made it. mate eiisibis Shag their eber, pf Yo. 9% 
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1 DO not meas, to recite the explaity of, tholy whio bach under 
this name, and who, made fo. remarkable a;figure,in_the; early, part 
of our hiſtory; but only to. vindicate them in general „ 
miſrepreſeptation that has been made of their conduct. 
I have already mentioned hom much the iſland. ſtood indebted 
to their valour.;, and the remarks which, follow will ſerxe as a ſup- 
plement to what has been ſaid in the preceding, narration. 

During the adminiſtration of Cromwell, the colony, having very 
few profitable ſettlements, and a conſiderable ſlegt and army ſta- 
tioned for its defence, became à dead weight or change on the 
Commonwealth of England, in the amount of about 53, 00. per 
annum. When a form of 1 Sarernment v eſtabliſhed, — oh 
| | =_ 
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bittered againlt each ether by eren in uries, in While Ab the 
ON bad undoubtedly Wes th & rk 170 teflors; and ine war 
was therefore: cartied ai og : and; Letzte. 1. fi bit 
ty. Morgas, ti HF cated” a e 
im leaders, to affirm % t. does dot appear that be ever en- 
aged or approved of We leb inhy! nities; which, although 
they might be a juſt retribution upon» thole who had turdered, 
tortured, or doomed to perpetual impriſogr dent, many hundreds. 
f En gliſhmen, and thouſands..of poor Indians * ght not, 1 con- 
toſs, to have Rawed e che bands of blabe ien. 2 gefar name 
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gmeng them with an. {ppdeferved! | opprobiium ; conſidering the 
"ain Wonderful ann gallagt' actions they performed; the eminent 
ſervices they effected for them natioh, theiriches they acquired to 
33 and the ſolid eſtabliſhment they gave to ſo valuable a 
colony eo a Henty Morgan whole latshievements are well 
knawng: 85 equal to any the molt renowned warriors of hiſtorical 
fame, Mvalours.condut and ſucceſs 2-but-this\gentleman has been 
ughapply confounded iwith the pinatical herd: although it is certain, 
that he/couſtantly- ſailed, under angular commiſſion, was equipped 
for his expedition, again; Marachibotby the goverdor of Jamaica, 
and, Wag pplapded ang fewarded fer this, conqueſts, by the ruling 
powers vatly in; tat ind an in England, When the Spaniards 
in theſe eas were ſo diſtteſtsd in theirs ſottlements and navigation, 
that tl they mere almoſt humbled into deſpair, and, their: ambaſſador 
at, gur ggurt having, preſented ſeverah memorials, it was thought 
agviſcable' by gqyennment to put a ſtop to this Weſt-Indian war 
bx A. .treaty;;of. Peace, and rigorous orders g. Sit Henry immediately 
defiſteg; And after. the. reduQtion-.of Panama in February 1671 
(the treat / mot (having then reached cons ad orga No 
further enterprise, iht“ 6 th or 
This Sallant man. Haying: ſhewhed his: ae bed, re- 
tired into the peacrable welk of civil life in which he was equally. 
emipqut for. His good ſenſe and noble deportment. But, aſter being 
ralſed, on the ole recommendation; of his many great qualities, 
to, the hqnour- of 2; knighthood, {and tothe; higheſt· ſtation in the 
iſla1d, he fell a ſactifice at length tothe vengeful intrigues of the 
Spaniſh court, and the puſillanimity of Engliſh government; as 
Sir Walter Raleigh, .had done befqre; him. . * He was, upon a, letter 
from the lecretary, of. ſtate, dent! into England as a priſoner; and, - 
without being charged with any erime, or ever brought to a 
hearing, forcibly kept there: three . at 'his's own, great . expetice, . 
to the ruin of his fortune and his health, which was waſted. under - 
the a of a court faction; and sa lingering conſumption, a 
cauſed by tl © troubles. ee ou him, Tad. the coldneſs. of the 
climate. 15 i aT eihin fs bee niet}! nit 4 
Phet theſe, SINCE ions, before the erde treaty, were con 
fancy authofized by ene Je is well known; and although, 
| in! 


yo AIM, MIA 1 tos Fol 
zd purſuance of gomnit/ermen trance, a ham ber call was ſent to 
Air Thomas Lynch, 'whp was ordered home prif6ner;! to anfwer for 
che commiſſions he had iflued; yet, 46 fat from being puniſhed 
for What be had fHlone, he was bgPeinted "afterwards;! Ll 'Tecond 
time, governor of the Mand;' and iu the very faine king's - teign : 
ſo vatiable is the fate weather-eook It appears,” Moredyer,” that 
Sie Henry was no ſooher weſted with the ut after Lord 
Carlifte's departure, than he promoted, and in 168 pave Alten to, 
an act. of -afſembly, . for reſtraining privateers. Th att fates, | 

in the preamble, that all articles 'concluded; and all treaties of 
peace agreed wpony with foreign ſtates, mould be invidtbly 
< kept.” This allodes to the treaty juſt concluded with Spain; 
and ſurely is the ſentiment of a man of 8975 and a good chien, 
not af a pirate. It ſets forth, tust . ſeveral Eggli ſubjects bad 
< deſerted into the ſervice of foreigh powers, and filled whder their 
.< commiſſion.” / And it evafts,/ that „ any fuljet belotiging to 
the iflaud, who | ſhould ſerve i an hoſtile: BattheiVin Aterica, 
under any foreign prince} ſtate, or potentiate; -Thoull'be' deemed 
n felon, and upon convietion ſuffer deatli. 2 This act ig fl un- 
repealed, and remains a monument to vindicate*this* gentleman 
from the charge of "piracy. ' He was, on the "contrary," extremely 
active in ſuppreſſing all thoſe uttlicenſed rovers who” were the real 
2 and ſtill followed the trade of plundering friend and foe; 
until, by bis vigorous meaſures, many were ſeized aud hanged, 
and the reſt entirely unharbonred from Jamaica, W for 
ſhelter to W aun frogs 15 e 0000 
CITE: $2184; 8  Thaye 
* They ſettled in ea hd las art ls cal ET 


town of Perit-Guava. After Pell prog vet has they e are 
for their mother-country, that they ſolicieed/William: III. for-his protection, tendering their faithful 
+ allegiance and dutiful fubmiſhon te the crown of England. But that monarch, being then in 
alliance with Spain "againſt France, moſt unfortunately diſregarded their application,” Where- 
upon they thought themſelves at liberty to make their addreſs to the French oft; which rea · 
dily took them under protection; and furniſhed ibem with every proper aſſiſtauce. From this 
obſcure and fingular beginning has gradually ariſen the preſent powerful French colony; extending 
over the beit part of that fine iſland, the poſſeſſion of which has been confirmed to them by the 
| Spaniards, from whom they are ſupplied with bullion and other articles of commerce. So that, 
by theſe means, added to cho many wiſe regulations preſcribed for them, low duties, a free trade to 
rbe. Mediterranean ports, and extenſive vent of their produce among foreigners, they are become 
very * rivitl to Jamaica in every branch of Weit- India tiade and merchandize, It 

Was 
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hans eularged/vpon; this head, for the, fake of doing ſome 1 0 
* A Worthyteherscter, and retrieving. it from the prejudice it has 
received by being grouped: with Teache, alias! Black- beard, and 
other lawleſs hauditti, by the learned compilers. of. their heroic. 
deede The Spaniards,/ for many years, would not contract a peace 
vith the Engi im America, after the latter firſt began to make 
ſattlements there. The Engliſm therefore, when they had paſſeffed 
whemſel ves of; 46 betook, themſelves to ptivateeriug, with no 
her deſign at: fwft than, by continual annoyance. of their coaſts, 
and-the:capturs off their trading; veflsls, to force them. into. a peace, 
which Was Hot ligen to he obtained by any other means. This. 
buſineſs; probved>ſiiccefaful tu them beyond: their utmoſt expectation 7 
am brought this i ſtand ioo ſo much eſteem · at home, that copious 
ſupplios;ob providion; arts and other neceſſaries, were inſtantiy 
ſent ; which contributed grestly to promote thoſe, expeditions... Be- 
fore the Elven ireams were ſet a · going from Pott Royal, the army 
laboured bee undet the ſevereſt diſcouragements poſſible; ſuch as, 
want ß pu of/provifiens, cloattüng, and recruits. Vet, under 
thoſe; bariſhips, aud the implacable malice. of their Spaviſh ene- 
mies, iboye pati ny and bravely: ſupported themſelves, till at length 
they found out a, method of gaining with the point of their. 
{word caſe, aids and, reſcuraes:, which Kogland, refuſed them in 


7 9 1 1 
3 doubtich,. e hacer of the; ade and politics 6 and an” atten-- 
tion to preſerve the balance of power there apainft,Louis' XIV, that the: Britiſh miniſtry let lip 
the favourable- moment for: getting poſſeſſion of that noble iſland > and it was not foreſeen at the. 


tine, thatthe;French-would profit fo much by our etror, and turn their active ſpirit from war to 
colonization., Britain grew. powerful and great, without ſeeming to know by. what means. The 
French perceived the- tine ſource! of our greauieſs, and from that moment bent their thoughts to 
colonize. im the Weſt-Iidies ; which meaſure, prudently conducted, has laid the foundation of 
their ſubſequent,competitions. with us, in manuſactures, and maritime proweſs. 

From the friendly intercourſe. which has ſu bliſted between, the French and ab ever ſince © 
the ratification of the Bourbon compact, it is more than probable that by degrees they will ex- 
change: their antien animoſities fot a mutual courſe: of E and become incorporated as one 
Fople,'. ſo:as- to fall eaſily under. ſubjefion 20 the French mpnarchy,. Ho fatal the neighbour- 
od of ſo potent an alliance may grow, in time, io the intereſt of our ſettlements, which do not 
thrive ity A degree, may juMy be apprehended. Yet this danger may be ſet very 
remote, [If the Bririſh parliament and goverument would apply thoſe timely praticable remedies) 
which of them(plves will riſe inta xiew,, whenever the Kate of our inſular colomes, their laws, . 
police, and manner of adminiftration; ſhall be fully and fairly examined and diſcuſſed, Some - 
thing more ſhould be 'k$wn of them, than that they manufacture ſugar,” and Ain a yearly 

in aid of land · tax $owardy — 


their 


_ ethereal of giving 


1 15 Makes. 4 debe TRE 
2 waslthe Spit tek firs thing procured them dr 
frtendly protection of 'g6vErditfichr att Bone. Flenee — qo 
not only the fi tliat England Jenesutagesd their privatestivg, 


become bur writers {bye «thſe. pe6ple pirates, Hinge, flot only in 


tis reſpect, but in e others, they eee | 


guithing character of pirates, Who! are tightly! Jefnedu b ger human, 
generit, rovers;whoevy AE Up mankind;2bd/ plunder all na- 
tions indiſcriminatefy!! Wnertüs tlie Bucaniere (I peak of thoſe 


_ preceding the treaty with Spain) attached omy their devlared ene. 


mies, the SPünittüse who Rad uche eite witmolt too extirpate the 
Eng um Roth ti 0 all the ther- ian in the Welt- Indies. 
e proceedings of govetument agaiuſt the werd!highly infa 
60s 46d mea. Wen Thomas Lynch was appointed go- 
-vethor* in 1651; be was directed uh poi ahi tray then con- 
cluded with Spain witkig eight month, Tobe:coompured/from the 
16th! of Octoberꝗ 716% Viztubetevern chat wimeybnd whe roth of 
June; 1677; and att the Tinte Auch. pablicatiqnz9to' reveke all 
-commiſicng® aud letters of repfizal or marque, Mat Had been 
granted to privatdets," N was further inftiuged xoendexvour, by 
Every means, to prevailion bie eaptains , officers, and deen, be- Jes 
Jbngug tolchet veſi6liyixd applythemſelves td plamiug . or to imer- 
RE ; and, by wa of greater inducement, tl thirty-five acres of 
land-were Id. Be ff Shed Kal thoſe w g e h Plant; 
2 kat fas I they a Dries N, — 1h i heile weſſcls, 
A IF they were Enphith-buileor aduinred D by pb 6 of 


ee CCC GEE WI proclaim 
a general Pardon agd indemnity far all crimes and: offciices;com-- 


66 mitted, b kllem Her el che month!“ of- ane „oe, ung e to 


L „ $2993 N 
-< the, notification of the-treaty of peace.” Wa $a 26cm int 
This was /intended-:as::a:lure:to: engage them all to come into 
2 their effects; where" the' ſame poveriior Wa dttected to 
take from them the tenths aud fitteenthis of their booty, which the 
orowen had- reſerved for: its: own ſhare; as; the condition of granting 


them commiſfongs. Thus it appears, beyond doubt, that govern- 


ment derived an emolument. from the privateers, and that, the latter 
Had 1 under regular authority. But the conduct of our court 
me ſeems 


5. 1 „How Hl then hy 2 | 


after 
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lip eum, by exäctit 
any, guilt, eber in ating 


ments the 


ts r the 
ne by ar 


19 ry pu 


thus proclaim 
riffing the\Spantards, and at the fam 


1 ate of the "plvhds 
5 5 cott Ae 
predation carried. on 10 the 1 oben the . ' Tere! | 


we Tb e 


ap, XI. 


ex. pany or he ie ue 
{becoming ile 4 Suro 
| 10 there Was 
org in the de. 


partook of 


. > þ 
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levied "occaſionally, us 2 fund 


ſupporteixheit eee eo that, from "the tinte that it was 
firſt! eſtabliſhed in a regular fotia, ne col Within the Britiſh 
dominion has coſt the nation leſs for maintenance and protection, ; 


on a fair ee 


Having 
ratified with 


Sa tl « 
By articles 1. and 2, it is 


ly made mention of the famous Ainorican treaty - 
35 eee may ndt be ubksteßt table 
init, * | 
5 agreed, that chere hall be an cM 
peace, and a true and | incere friendſhip 


Lys) b 115 b ; ot Il een 290507: * 


ich "ihe few- x6mathes, "- 


1 America, betwern the 


two nations t Bar” Vil, %%% 


3. and g. That all enmities a 


ad Hoftlicies, Kc, that hdncetorerd 


ceaſe: between the tw: Kings and their ſubjids3andYor eile end 
both ſides att to forbear al/aQs of violence) and to call du all cn 
1 letters of marque; c. aid decladg them müll and void. 


6. Priſoners on boch fies, debined by Teaſer” 


es committed in America, 


of acts of hoſtility: 
At libgtry;- : & V. #55 MTLSCCIE7E 


.to 


7. Offenbes, Iinjbrios; [and -loffes;; ſuſfered by either Party- in 
Ac be wholly: buried in ob lividn,: nt: A i381 jan: av 


8. The. King of Great-Britam: his 
lac ed 2 5 full. riglit of: ere, 


after to be e under 
1:Xats;h 


La bf Acne Which he and; hi 
hold and Poſſeſa;, inſomuch, that they neither can nor ought herd 
any Pretence:whatſosvers,* 2:11 01 cis!» 

Rr 9. The 


heirs) ang : ſucceſſors ſhall 
oor opts, Al the 
4 40 W 


: 1 1 A 1M 4 I gots 

9 Phe ſpbiects, BEN eee and, nariners, 
of each ally ; reſpeRively,, Wall for bear and ahltzin From-failing to, 
and, trafficking in, the ports pd havens that baye, fortifications or 
age ed, and c. Other. phages polleried. by: eher party in the 
Weit ingees "013, eee een ec e ao eee bee 


%; 


101 5 And ib is always.to.beundenſiogd, that the Gieedom of na- 
vigation ought by , 3g manner, of wean in e interkupted. When 
there is ppthiog, committed; contrary to the tus ſenſs and: meaning 
. thee articles! e Lee O di ieee 
„ Bu the 3d and. 4tha ticles ofthis treaty. ĩt appoats, in ogpfirma- 
tion; gf What hg befare been repeatedly Asged, chat both the Spa- 
niards aud Eögliſh wars engaged id ann Amer dan, War before 
the treaty,took- place, in yagtue anGugder authorizy af cagumniſſions, 
letters: of rarqve.' Ng. granted, by, the relpcQuae | genetnments: 
aud übst the Jawaica, privatcers ase hets.conlWered by both go- 


vernments as having ate d under legitimate autharity e B 119 
„Hege, in ine 6ebcanicle;; the. tioaty:; provides fr, Sha rendition 
of, e o, var, fate by ,cicher partyoin their aid 
That ch6.QJipjufies, Jofſess. and; hafbwitiess bath been. regiprocal, 
is imphed in the 5th ani. ieee 
By the 8th: artigle, the poſſeſſion of the fohlowüng places, viz. 
Jamaica; the Cay mana iſles; the dry and ſalt Tortugas:: the 
; [Citeks, i tht: bajcof Campeacthys the: iſland pt Sancta 
Catalins, mehr the Mufabitd ſhore; MeiVache; of the. Meſt cat 
of; Hiſpamoln 3 and Nu idenge among th Bahamas (all of: which: 
wert holdchy the Evgliſhat the time hig treaty was ſigne dd). ; is vir 
tyally. goriceded; although dur claim ta all of them has not. been 
maintained by a conſtatit oceupaüuc . ane 
In reſſgect te the ꝗgtli article it muſt be allowed, that the Spaniſh. 
government hath a right to eclude Engliſſi ſubjects Hom. trading 
ti ſuch oe their ports and places as are inhabited and! ſettled. by 
_ Spankirds,; but np{pretence. is implied under this article to in- 
tefrupt the freedom of our trade with other places not ſo inhabited, 
and that re; oocupied by native Indians, w ownino:s ſubjection 
Webatever, either by fatce of conqueſt, or any other eplourable 
| claim, to the Spanifhs coõẽwm. 72 Nils 13140189 2 No o 25 
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it we (for Se 1559 0 that, by — irit of "a 
| e 18 00 tt to Entourage,” b 
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Be 5 Michel S Ee n mont admit. that 


tach E fy ” Tobjetts ry m ine itte ks, tam the" Hazard 36: ict 
a trade,” dught” Höri Be teſtfaimtd By pertal laws atid Cocreions'Hr 

abr Ka beczule they WII" enge tettgelees t the 
wit 1 Fele zur Cage, bir their Pero 


e frds; and Atte; St of protection of 
e MP ee futon, > Said ee, 
bis fend GI 5 hea, of 5) refplting tw 

& Sha.) it provided 


own 5 "ha ne oa 
, 5 5 
tall refpebtide 


5 Je 9 for <dAtravenni 
0 Bender 70 guflteiuncke net We ldrety, e trade witli 
Spadin Hat 11 5 18 + Le Spanith Tiha- 
ts: Kp ehe er Trl; Fe our” queſtion, and have'no 
cnet la e the 901108,” / die 15 Holſſs⸗ sii t 
ehe e Piöpel Lace ö derer. not of 
the BRA” [4 (Oi WE pol more 1 e ce Sg go. 
e in the « execution of th if "GgaYiths) Ve, ts cloſe 
of the late wat, 17 . ey 0 jo wh mögt er, or betrayed 
ther te ene ele uk ent of their 17 0 Ry 45 Jt” 0 Kat | 
been: Asad Ab arda-c 1 Ra 6 7 y, we 
could % do mort I SS ihterlöpe Es Went le 1 the 
Spanith *coaffs; 7 were. 2 0 by The fate, i Spabiſh in- 
terlopefs catne to dur terkitotles, they" Were Teized: by ho Figlith, 
Such has been our. wretched policy; "6a fs effects of it are too 
well Known. Bot every Britim market . hop, at which all the 
teſt of the 901 ot l. ich of it as 18 thin reach; ſhould be 
invited to buy freely. 1. The Private and partial” intiibitions of formd 
other ſtates to and own ſubjects are intended to operate againſt 
our vital intereſts. | It is beneath our dignity, as a great and potent 
Rr 2 | nation, 


4 en en e e lore 
Hiſwer for what'he 
5.” It is our buſt 


Wy 825 4 L . | 


epjoY+, 1155 421 1 vi 112 (85 . ind Og 1 1 
lt Ts remark of. the 5 AS "FOE al | 
Don Napyel Azlor, e war with. France. At chat 
ume the Spaniſh, "veſſels were not allo wel to trade with the, French; 
but 4 Hoop, having, contrary. to her kegiſter, deviated to 2 French 
Pott, and, there. received. a. loading, of French produce, was after- 
wards intercopted; "hg one. of our. cruizers,,aud carried intg/ Jamaica 
for. condemnation; The Spapiſhsgovernor immediately ſent to re. 
claim ker; "inſiſting, that, ;the:Spaniſh commerce in the Weſt-In, 
dies being reſtrained. by their . Be to, the. ſubjeAts'of the oe. of - 
Spain, ; all their veſſels, Which had regiſters. to thew | that. they, were - 
diſpatehed from. a, Spamiſh port, qught to navigate freely, and not 
Moppel nder kretenes af ſearch ; bur their; lading, ſhould be 
2x89, te pech patouchad, even, though belonging "to. the French. 
K our ee u n French bee to the: Britiſh 
ports; er $0 heir nat oppaſe being ſeized, - 
« and my 5 the are ves Spe 4 
« to:u3; as | ing chat we might ch 
« for tranſgre non 4 Fi N TE 
«y by fee mot goats eee of chu king of. 


« they to watch his "veſſels; bg enter. inte ah. 
« ra. be my 5 45 
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This 1 00 have, Pity pertinent! F-Þ ever- :memorable 

ſtateſmen who. .converted | the Britifh-navys af A, ſeries of conqueſt 

and; renown. , unequaled.: by zany - former. 92 0 9 d, 1 5 a, ey” of 
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ME of my readers, 1 fear, NN thiük me . too Spot. - 
aye; but, as things and places, nearly connected with the in- 


zation Jamaica, ought: not to be left unnoticed; I muſt beg leave, 


* 


before I enter particularly into an account of that iſland, to bed J 
| OW ng e ee ie 

£4 WW, L ey” n . , 
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"THESE. ate three; ſmall Sands, Gtiated i in * A 195 


20 N. The- largeſt is called Grand Cayman; the next in ze; > 
Cryman Braque; and the third, Little Cayman. They lie at 30 
N leagues diſtance, N. N. W. from Point Negril, on the Weſt 
end of Jamaica, we Grand Cayman being the moſt remote. The 
1 WE, have of them-is; that Columbus fell ĩn with theſo 
iſlands on his return from Porto; Bello. to Hiſpaniola. . He obſerved, 
that they were covered with turtle, which ſwarmed alſo on their 
coaſt ig ſuch multitudes as to loek ike ridges of rocks; for which. ; 
dean pe called them Las Tortugas, or the turtles. 22 

They were never; Sceupied byothe Spanĩards; 18 ifter other i 
European adyenturers found the way into, America, they became 
much frequented by. rovers of difterent nations, and chiefly by tho 


French; for the ſake· of their turtle. Theſe animals, coming from 15 


the gulph of f Honduras, bay of Mexico and. the adjacent coaſts 
of. terra ' firma, rendevouzed - here at à certain time of the year, 
in order to col their eggs in the ſand. At fuch ſeaſons (el the LS | 


[4] Jung, July, Auguſt, and September. ache 


D 


5 wo iT; Ai ANE A. E GAG 
men came hither to catch e and were ſure of, returning with 
full-loaded veſſels. Ws re rn 
In 1655, when Jamaica was s ſubdued by the Engliſh, they were 
ſtill uninhabited. . Admiral Fenn, - whbie flett was in great want 
of proviſions, having intelligence that ſome Frenchmen Were em- 
ployed there in the fiſhery, diſpatched three of his ſhips, with 
orders to ſeize them and:«theig - cargoeng but, before theſe ſhips 
arrived at the Caymanas, the French were gone; ſo that they 
caught only a very few turtle. which thjey ſalted, aud carried to the 
achnifal. After this, it Was. the | cdnſtany uſage for, Goddfon, 
Sedgewidks and! other conan the; Jamaica ſtatibn/ to ſend 
victualem to theſe illes for the like uε˙ * Were not informed 
at what time preciſelyithie Great: Caymah began toi be inhabited; 
but it is allowed on all bands to bave been firſt inhabited by the 
Engliſh, Brayne mentions, that he fixed a governor in an iſland 
which he calls Tortuda 5 but it Is hot clear, whether he means 
one of theſe iſlands, or one of that name ituated, about ten 
leagues N. E. from Cape Nicola, ih .Hifpadiola, . or the Dry 
Tortugas, in the gulph of Mexico, ceded to Great - Britain by the 
treat of Utrecht F This höweter, i 18 not very material; 
for the reduction of Jamaĩta neceſlarily extended: the- Eugliſh do- 
minion over theſe dittle ipota, at ſo ſmalb a diſtande froth: it. The 
poſſeſtan and [ enjoyment! oficthe . fiſhery. followed that coriqueſt; 
and; having continued tous evet ſince without the participation 
of any , forcighees: in theſe ſvas; they are rightly deemed original 
dependencies e Crowd: hence en e was 
peopledo - | 61.218 . w3r 
The ee ee Abele ep e nd iind, me 
to make this annual viftùtiom with ſo much tegulatity, is truly 
wanderful. The greater part of thema emigtxte fror the *gulph 
(An krebs was the Fbituga;/ or Tottu (tht Rodiid:tichribned), hich les of Port Pais 
on ther Noni part of Hiſpaniola, and vas much reſoned! to by the Bacaniers after they were 
| aig og Tha It ia many miles imcircuntference, and has a ſaſe harbour on the Weſtem 
ide, called Le Port, which is difficult of acceſa. - What ſtrengthens this conjecture is, the petition 
whieb,- in che year 1660, was preſented to the coutcit-of” ſtate by captain Gregory Butler (one of 
the-gommaſſioners; ſent with Penn and Venables in 1655) who; after pleading his lofles and dif- 
© byrſements in that ſervice, requeſts. © a commiſſion for, che of Tortuga, on the 


Nene part of Hiſpaniola, ith authority to deput an ae commons to men of wa 
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. BOOK I. HAP. XI. 1 
of |Hopiduras;” at the diſtance of one hundred and fifty leagues; 
= withguz the. aid of chart or compaſs, perform this tedious 
navigation with an accuracy ſuperior to the beſt efforts of human 
aut infomuph that it is affirmed, that veſſels, which have loſt 
theirlatiqude'in thazy, weather, . have ſteered entirely by the noiſe 
which theſe creatures make in wimming, to attain the Caymana | 
ile The females ate ſaid te lay no leſs than nine huudred egg > 
which eigcuraſtance. if true, may account for the conſtant amazing 
multiplicstian of cheir ſpeeies in theſe ſeas. When the ſeaſon 
for hatebing is paſt, they [withdraw/to the ſhores of Cuba, and 
otherlargs: iſlands/in/ the neighbourhood ;- where they recruit, and 
in about ahe 1pace: of, a mn acquire: that delicious fat for which 
they ate ſo: much. in In theſe} annual peregrivations. acraſs 
the ocean; they reſemble dhe herring ſhoals; which, by an equally 
prqvidentiab agengg, ate guided every year to the European ſeas, 
and become. ther exhauſtleſs ſource of profit to the Britiſh empire. 
The, ſhore of the Caymauaz, being very low and ſandy, is perfectly 
well adapted-tof receive and hatchitheir eggs; and the rich ſub- 
marine pabures arqu nd the larger iſlands. afford a ſufficient . plenty of 
nouriſtung herbagg, to zepair tho waſte which they neceſſarily have 
undergone. Thesrthe inhabitants of all theſe iſlands. are, by the 
gracious, diſpenſation, of the Almighty; benefited. in their turn; 
a thats ben the fcuits of the earth are deficient, an ample ſui- 
tenanea may ſtili bet drawn from this never - failing reſource of 
turtle, or heir egg. un dufbld annually as. it were into their very 
hands. DD RA | 
Cayman Braque, . Little Cayman, ko. within about. four: or 
hve; miles af each other, and about fourteen leagues diſtant N. from 
Grand Cay mau. hey! are generally ſeen by navigators, who. 
make thaw: voyage: homewards yo Jamaica through the gulph 
at; Floriday paſſing either to the N. or S. of them; and ſometimes, 
coming to an anchot at Cayman Braque, from which they take a de- 
parture fur the iſie of Pines, or Cape Crientes. 
Of theſo iſlands, the Grand Cay man is the oh one nondfenely 
inhabited. | The: land! is ſo low, that, four or five leagues:off; it 
cannot. be ſeen from a ſhip's quarter - deck; but is generally known 
by the trees upon it, which are lofty, and appear at that diſtance: 
5 bke- 


„ $A | aps. 
| Kke à grove of rats emerging out of the bes m. W T- Ilan is 
.. but AS and #balf- ift length, abd2aab&ur one diileif breadth, 
R hat no harbour for Veffels of barttie's but the- arithdrege'on its 
8. W? coaſt is moderately good. On the other; or NE. ide, it is 
| fortified with .reefs of rocks, percent Which and che More, in 
fmooth water, "the - inhabitants have their erafls f. for - Keeping 
turtle. The pteſent face of itiliabitafts ure ſud to be deſdendents 
from the Eng liſh Bütaniets; and in all- ambüht te about one hun- 
dred und fuxty; white men „omen,“ aud Shildten. e Io the 
illand is an appenage of Janidica, and 10 undetſtood by the law 
of 1711;#hich enbets, „that uo perſon till deſtroh auy turtle. 
+ E upon any Hand or quays belonging to amaler; che people 
upon it have nebef been a obſect of The legifſsture bf chut colony: 
: they haven t jef; ot govertior, of their on choofing,” and regula- 
tions of: their dyn framing ;\they have me juſtices of che peace 
ambng' them, appointed by commifnon from the governor of Ja- 
mziea; and dibe very bappily, without feurbely- any fonm- of civil 
government, Their povetty aud ſmallneſd of number ſeture them 
effectually From thoſe” animoſities that Aiftarb the peace of larger 
. ſocieties ; yet they are not without ſenſe of decorum in their 
manner of ſiviug. Their tranquillity” depends much on à due pre- 
ſetvation of good order. Their goverhor and magiſtrates decide 
any matter of controverſy arifing among them, without appeal. 
Their ſingle men and women, wo intemd eohäbiting x for 
the moſt part, take a voyage to Jamaica? which is only ſhort and 
agreeable tour on the water, get themſelves married with proper 
ſolemmity, diſpoſe of their turtle; and then return home to their 
friends.” No part of che world, perhaps, is, more healchful than 
. this Ipot: the air, coming to them over a large tract uf ſea, is ex- 
tremely pure ; the long lives and vigour of the inhabitants are 
certain prooks of its ſalubrity. The element that ſurtouds them 
affords che greateſt ubundance of fiſh and turtle; the latter eſteemed 
the moſt wholſome of all Weſt- India foods, and beſt agreeing with 
the climate The ſoil towards the middle: range of the iſland is 
| very fertile, kes corn and weren in plenty; ſo that the 


' v8 Craals are incloſures coltmbily Acer ſquare ot circular, and molle by diving 4 number of 
ſakes cloſe together in "ſhallow water. They wires che purpoſe? of che well-boats, uſed for 


keeping live fiſh. ö 
8 | inhabitant 
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inhabitants are able to breed hogs and poultry more than fufficient 
fot their own uſe, The ſugar-canes planted here are remarkably 
fine; which ſhews the land well adapted to the cultivation of that 
plant; but as yet no ſugar- work has been erected; the canes are 
either uſed in fattening their hogs, or diſtilling a ſpirit of the in- 
ferior ſort. As the whole iſland does not contain one thouſand 
acres, it ſeems not capable of affording more than two or three 
| ſmall ſettlements of this kind at moſt. Formerly it yielded large 
quantities of mahogany; but moſt of it has been cut down. T hey 
have nevertheleſs ſeveral, ſorts. of timber and a trees common 
to Jamaica, and ſome ſpriugs of, tolerable water. heir Principal 
oecupation..is..the,turtle-fiſherp z in Which article they carry on 4 
Wo "ny ye 5 Bag, e ſome to weh of pm home- 


— likewiſe by 8 accidents; for in eg 55 
weather, not only their own territories, but the iſle of Peiſes, an 

chat eluſtet of little quays called the Jardines, lying off the South 
coaſt of Cuba, have been fatal to home ward · bound een 
Yet, tg, dg them juſtice, they have generally ſhewn equal activity 
and humanity upon theſe occa i ſaving the lives of matiners 
and paſſengers, and Preſerving the cargoes, making free with a 

moderate ſhare only of booty, by way of falyage. The chief ad- 
vantages drawn from the inhabitants of Cayman \ are, that they 
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are of great uſe in ſuch caſes. of diſtreſs; that they laren a 18 


e 


wholeſome article of food, chiefly for the | Jamaica markets; at 

the ſhells, ge- the Hawkſpill eee form a a. commodity for export 
to Gre It hey. alſo conſume ſome ſhare of Britiſh wares 
and manufactures for their cloathing, t odds, netts, and other ne- 
ceflaries, - Their, men, being. inured to ne ſea and well acquainted 
with all the neighbouring coaſts, are excellent pilots. And thus 


. ſpot ſo ſmall and infignificant i is, nevertheleſs, productive of not 
a few benefits to Jamaica and the mother country. Perhaps, it 
might become ſtill more ſo, if the legiſlature of Jamaica, after 
a ſtrict examination o of the place, ſhould take 1 it under their notice 
Vor, I. e | i 


g 
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and, Wa te a ſpirit 6 induſtry in the e of nö ma- 
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terials, encourage the 7 of 1 it, ad promote a” Toner con- 
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Har. part of tlie South - American olitintit; Heike ; in 

r is ale by the Spaniards' Coſta Rica, and occupied by the 

Moſq uito and other iu in alliance with, ot abſeck to, the 

crown of Great- Britain, extends from Cape Graci 0s a Dios South- 

_efly” to Punta' Gorda, and St. Juar's river; N. W. and Weſterly, 

Ty | Bel Romain river; and South - Faſterly Defoe Boco del Toro "uf 
| or Cocoli, near the river Chagre and Porto- bells: | 

| brig We ata 4 Dios and the Golfo Dolce, the * 

"have one orten at Omoa; Where tllere is 4 Harbour, in 
Which a "guarda coſta within theſe” few Years" has" been generally 
Nationed. 4 The territory belongſug to the Moſquito Indians (pro- 

perly. fo, called) extends” from St. Juaw's river,” 4 Uttle to the 

| 6 'of Punta Gorda, t6* Cape Honduras, or, as the Spa- 
niards call it, "Punta Caſtillo, "un fibing” about five” MSA" rites 
. or upwards uninterrup ed by y any Spaniſh fettlement. bs, eee 
. The Nicaragua ke, "which: Is fat to be more chat two hundred 
"miles; in length, and "ſixty in breadth,” ſupplies the river St. Juan 
o the Eaſt, and the river Bealeajeo and Leon to tlie Sduth-wel 
The tiver St. Jaan 1 is near ninety miles in length, ati Has ſeveral 
falls « or cataracts, and thoals, Which render” the affage through 
It, ta or from the lake extremely difficult: : lt is, however, effected 
by the Indians, Who are Expert ih this Lind*of* navigation. The 
uſual method with traders 1 is to tranſport "their goods upon mule: 
_ by land above | the falls; and the Indians either draw their canoes 
0 them, or hire others, till they have paſſed all the falls and 
reached the lake, Which is navigable 601 large veſſels contains 
ſeveral ſmall lands, ' and has many opulent Spaniſh cities and 


towns in its environs. The rivers Realejco- and Leon, flowing 
from 


* 


; 2; 
from;the;loke to. cities. of thoſe names, ate only navigable by ſmall 
craft. But the water · carriage from it to the Southern or Pacific 6tein 


ie no mne than. twelye miles, On the oppaſite fide it diſembog ues by 


three mouths. into the North or Carribean ſta. At the entrance into 


it, au an the, South-welt| point, where it is about two miles acroſs = 
from bank to bank, the Spaniards have their caſtle of 18 J uan, for 


- 
* 
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commanding the channel up the river, and preventing arcels into the 
lake, It is built upon a rock of caly. aſcent, ſurrounded; with a dry 
ditch, gear ix fect deep, and the height from the bottom of the ditch 
to the top of the walk is about ſixteen.” It's mounted with ciglhtcen 
garriſon penerally.confiſts of one hundred; men. The North fide! of 
the kek Torms the boundary to: the Moſquito: ſhore, the Spaniards not 
 darmgito'Erofs over to the free Inckans inbabiting on that Gde, ho 
are Atl able to affert their liberty agaipſt thoſe pretended conquerors 
of the other parts of this extenhye: continent, In the year 1671, a 
body oF the buccaviers,: having taken Papama on the South Sea, 
marcbed from thener to the lake, plundering the cities of Grenada, 
Leon, Realepeo, and others, in their way; but, being hard preſſed 
by abs; Spaniards, 'they retreated down! by the river. Wanks or Wallis 
to Cape: Gracias u Dios, where, they met with a moſt hoſpitable re- 
ception. from the Moſquito Indians, among whom many of theſe ro- 
vers remained, and taught them the uſe of fire- arms, ar which: they 
ae now become remarkably. expert. c 


*.. # 


% 
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Tube Nicaragua has a flux and reflux like the; ſea, and.abonnds with 
a great variety of excellent fin. The Spaniards; have: been cautious-of 
remedying\ the natural impediments | which obſfruct the nayigation 
from it to the North Sea, leſt their enemies might he invited to pene - 
trate by this way into their rich Provinces of Nicaragua, . For this rea- 
bon, the governor of fort St. Juan has iriet orders; not to permit any 
Britiſh ſubje& to paſs either to or from it; for the Spaniards ſay, that, 
if once-the Engliſh. come. to gain a therougb Knowledge of the great 
value and importance of it, they will ſoon make themielves maſters of 
the interior parts of the country... The Spanith government, therefore, 
have been extremely. attentive to guard every communication with it, 
knowing the facility of carrying on a very large and profitable traffic 
with tue Indzans, and othiers under their juriſdiction, or inhabiting in 
Vox. I. > 1 | 8 2 0 x e N the 
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| the eightonchorn, \ Nevertheleſs; both the * 4M and - Audi ebe 
bitants ſpare no pains to encounter every riſque, and trüyel A prodi- 
gious diltance, to meet the traders ; by whom they are ſupphed with 
ſach neceſſaries and manufactures, as they could not otber wißt procure, 
except at the moſt exotbitant rates“ This fully points out the vaſt ad- 
vahtages « of extending our intercourſe, by nieans of theſe friendly In- 
dians, to the confines of the Nicaragua lake, which opetis £908 a moſt 
lucrati vel trade, in which we can have n rival, and from which all the 
power of Spain cannot exclude” us, feented" as it would. de byt the na- 
taral barriers of the country, and the ſapport of l numerous a body 
of the native Indians, who' are implacablie enemies to che / Spaniards, 
and faſt allies. to the Engliſh. '' The Moſquito territory is gelended 
every way on the land- ſide by moumtains and moraſſes. "The Indians 
here are ſaid to have from fix to ſeveh thouſand fighting wen; ; fo & that 
the whole number poſſibly amounts to between twenty and thirty 
thouſand,” including a variety of tribes who pals Under the 438 
name of Moſeuiltes! Lal. There are other diſtin&' tribes alſo eg 
on their country ; Who, we art told, arc no leſs Uiſpoled' to cultivate 
the friendſhip of the-Englitb:”” The Moſquitos, a reat many years 
ago (ſome ſay a hundred), put themſel ves ine under protection 
of the'crown of Great Britain. When the duke o eme was go- 
vernor of Jathaica, in 1 687, their: King received a commilfion 17 
him, under the broad ſeal of the hn. On the Wh o of their mo- 
narch, the next heir repairs to Jamaica, with! a few principal x men, 
certify his claim; and he is then inveſted with a commiſſion ts be the 
of the Moſquitoes: until this is obtiined, he is 'not acknowledged by y his 
ay ſo dependent do they hold themſelves on the Britiſh govern- 
When theſe inaugurationis happen, it is uſual for the goyerndr - 

to Ki I ſome preſent on the ne] fovetrign, and a few trifles on his 
attendants; to Which bis maſeſty always makes ſome r return. This 
cuſtom is extremely politic c on our fide,'and lerves to promote 2 a mutual 
exchange of civility and good offices ; WORD may Arengthen their par- 
tial attachment towards the Engliſh,” Ms 9. 
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1 Among them i is a mixed race, called Samboes, 13 80 to 1 their origi in from A Guiocy 

ip; wach, tradition ſays; was wrecked on the coaſt above a century ago; READY is, that their 
bair, complexion, features, and make, clearly dencte eee e from whom they have 
alſo inherited ſome of the true characteriſſies of the Afri mar e 
N umpudent, * eee The 
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- Theſe Indians were bever in any manner ſubject to the Spa- 
Wards; but Have bravely maintained their independence, and keep 
alive an inveterate abhiörrence of them, by reciting, at their public 
councils” and cmectifigs, Examples of the horrid, cruelty practiſed 
upon theit brethreff of the continent.” "The Engliſh freebooters: 
aud privateers, whovin the Year 1630 found it convenient to har- 
bout in the rivers and among the iflands on this coaſt, were rea- 
Aly ifted by theſe" Indtabs in their expeditions both BY ſea and 
knd; and from this early league againſt the Spaniards grew up the 
very reg Prepoſſeffion” which theſe people entertain for the 
5 Engliſh.” But cht is their dete tation of the Spaniards, chat in 
weir wars they will neither give nor receive aby quarter. This. 
ſpirdt f barbatity has of late years been greatly ſoftened by the 
humane remonſtrances of Mr. Pitt, who has refided in their country 
above "forty years, wirkt the higheſt” reputation. for his f. ingularly 
good qualities.” | This worthy 1 has laudably exerted him 
ſelf in reſcuing” numbers of che Spamards from execution, and 
often prevailed on the Indians to accept a ranſom for a part of their 
priſoners, when he was unable to procure the liberty of the whole 
number: ſome few, even his warmeſt interceſſions could not in- 
duce them to ſpare; theſe they killed by way of exerciſing their 
young men, ho oblige the victim to run before them, and ſtrike 
at him with their latees till he dies. Theſe ations ate not the 
effect of an innate cruelty (for their diſpoſition is naturally gene- 
vous and humane), but of their policy 5 and are intended to perpe- 
mate the national odium againſt the common enemy, and to ſecure 
poſſeſſion of that freedom, which will probably never be deſtroyed 
by any other means than their total extitpation: the Spamards have 
always had this in view; but their efforts were attended only with 
loſs and defent. Theſe Indians gratify the Engliſh moſt willingly 
with tracts of land for eſtabliſhing ſettlements, and make them- 
ſelves extremely ſerviceable by the commodities they procure for 
barter,” and by their adroitneſs in fiſhing and hunting. Their ter- 
ritory is full of large rivers, chat run 1 hundred miles up into 
a fine and fertile country, the ſoil- capable of producing the moſt va- 
luable plants and other things that are cultivated in the Weſt-Indies, 
and 9 yielding ſuch as are peculiar to the South-Ame- 
ricaw 


_ 


ſecure barbours, which might be fortified with very little : 
and there are #everal rflands lying off the,coaſt, which: al ex- 

_.cellent anchorage for ſmall veſſels. This is one of the Egeſt and 
Hhealthieſt tracts in the world, and free from thoſe diſtempers 
Which in ſome other parts of the /Weſt-ladies ane ſo fatal to Eu- 
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TLican contident,. Cattle, aud horſes arg cheap. The: hel af the 
8 ſavannabs,. near Cape ' Gracias, a Dies, i ſuporior to the North. 


American, and takes ſalt well,/. On the coaſt are ſome good Wd 


ropeans on the change of climate. Whether thig may be attributed 
60 the turtle and fh, which are here the moſt favourite articles 


a of food, or to the happy temperature of, the air; gertain it is, that 


the e well as Indian inhabitants uſuglly attain to, greater 
ages than. are common in Europe. There are, Lam me, 
about thirty Englich families refiding hete, who poſſeſß land: 
Stanted to them by the Indians, and have begun to ſettle ſugar 


_ plantations ; but the quantity of that produce they have, hitherto 
manufactured has not been conſiderable enough. fot exportation. 
Of other commodities ſufficient is collected to, load a large annual 
hip for Great · Britain; beſides ſeveral ſmall veſſels belonging to 


Jamaica. The planters have about one hundred Jegroes, and 


2 Will probably ſoon increaſe their number, the ſettlements being in 
A very promiſing, train of improvement. The lands which they 


poſſeſs are.faid to be peculiarly, adapted 10 the cane. There is w 


doubt that indigo might likewiſe be cultivated to great perfection 
in the marſhy tracts. But, however extenſively theſe articles may 


be attended to by the European ſettlers, I think that more capilal 


Advantages might be obtained by ſtriking out ſuch employment 
for the native Indians as they would willingly. enter into, and pu- 


ſue to the mutual gain of themſelves | and Great-Britain. - Prepa- 


_ . zatory to this, ſome degree of civilization is neceſſary; without 


which, their conſumption of Britiſh manufactures cannot reach to 


any great extent. They are rather of an indolent - temper ; and 


will not labour, unleſs when indigent and compelled to it by want. 
Vet this indolence by no means attends them in every circumſtance 
of life; for war, fiſhing, and hunting, which require much vi- 
gour, activity, and patience, have always been their favourite oc- 


e Nothing then ſeems more expedient than to give theſe 
qualities 


7 
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qualities aidireGion. into walks of induſtry, All labours of agri- 4 
eulture and planting are not equally ſevere; and they, WhO might a 
firink from the taſk of cultivating indigo or the canes, would | 
probably deem it no hardſhip to apply to the culture of rice, cacao, 
farſapatilla, tobacco, ſilk graſs, corn, and the like. The better to 
attract theſe Indiaus to ſuch objects, it is beceffary to open a mar- 
ket, Where their crops might find a ready Price, and yield. a quick 
return. None lies more convenient for them in this teſpect than 
Jamaica. If a few of the better fart could be prevailed on to make 
the experiment, the returns acquired i in articles of dreſs and other 
necefluries would encourage theſe beginners, and naturally engage 
others in ſimilar undertakings... It is probable, there would be little 
difficulty in effecting. this; for already they aſpire. to live and to 
eloath themſelves. inthe! Engliſh! manner: and, iu order to obtain 
many things which are neceſſary to their convenienee and comfort, 
W res at different occupations; ſome in cutting wood for e, : 
portatiot ; others in the turtle, fiſhery, or hunting; and many in 
the inland traffic. The plain reſult of this is, that they perfectly 
well underſtand ſome pains muſt be taken before they, can be. ſup» 1 
plied: with ſuell noceſſaries as they covet or Want. 
Their wants will undoubtedly increaſe in proportion ; as; they | 
grow” more civilized; and; in order to gain the coſtlier articles of 
dreſs aud convehlence, they may ſoon: be taught, that nothing 
mote is reqgiſtte ou their part, than an advancement of, ſkill, and 
redoubled* dligence in ſelecting and procuring commodities of ſu- 
perior value or larger collections of the ſame kind, for carrying 
on their batter, and due payment of their annual balance. At 
preſent Our trade hither is limited chiefly: to a- number of ſmall 
merchant<yeſſels, which' ſupply the Moſquitos with various articles 
of Britiſd manufucture, cloathing and tools, and ſome. North-Ame- 
rican produce. They load in return with hides, tiger and deer 
ſkins,” mahogany, cedar, nicaragna, fullie and logwood, cacao, 
coffee, cot on,” ſarfaparilla. ſilk graſs, indigo, china root, gums, 
balſams, e ckineal, tortoiſe hell, a little bullion, and ſome few - 
other commodities; from the number and value of all which ue 
are warränted to infer, that here is a a noble field for carrying on. a 
very exterfive aud moſt- profitable COMUEVED;, It. is difficult to. ſay 
with: 
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with: exaerhels whit proportion of cis traf ioproperly Englim 
or fadian. ” The Engliſh \fertlers/<0p- \chie! ſhorę, L believe, are the 
chief managers of, it; and the Judiavs are principally employed in 
collecting the ſeveral articles; and; if this is;the:caſeg we. May ca- 
fily . in whoſe bands che chief Mare of /profit reſis, It muſt 
not be imagined. that, if it be found impratticable> to turn the at · 
tention: of theſe Indians towards agriculture: and planting, they can 
be of little other uſe to us; for, in fact, it is do tbem alone that we 
owe the having any ſettlement on this part of the continent. They 
bave always been, aud ſtill are, in the place gf n ſtandiug atmy; 
which, without receiving pay, or being in ady hape burthenſome 
to 'Great- Britain, maintains the Euglich/ in; firm, atid ſecure pot. 
ſelſon, protects thelr 'trade; and forms an impenetrable; barrier 
againſt che Spaniards, whom they kdep. under conſtant ae. Con- 
ſidered therefore as a Britiſh colony, iis ſuperior to every other; 
as: having within itſelf. ſufficient means of defence, without re- 
quiring troops or fleets from che mother ſtate, and poſſeſſing a 
| greater fund and variety of material for an advantageous com- 
merce. Under the friendſhip of theſe Indians (to ſupport which 
no proper meaſures dught to be neglected), we might with facility 
eſtabliſn many prafitable ſettlements, on their coaſt, and condud 
a beneficial trade among all the neighbouring Indian tribes of the 
ititerior country, who are not ſubject to the Spaniſh yoke 3. fot, 
befides the Moſquitos who inhabit near the ſea, there ate many 
little communities diſperſed over the mountains, vales, and Plains, 
of the adjacent diſtricts, namely, © the Pawyers, Panamakaws, 
Twakas, Muffues, Woolvas, Ramas, Cuckeras, Sc. Tbeſe people, 
having very little conneftion with the eber +” might, 6 right x 


from the e badi 15 attachment. of the. 8 
up Wanks river, the Ramas at Punta Gorda, and others, who have 
behaved in the moſt amicable: manner towards them, and gladly 
would hold a friendly! correſpondence with them. It is a, matter 
of aſtoniſhment, that, notwithſtanding .the Moſquitos have for 
upwards of à century! paſt addreſſed themſelves to our friendſhip, 


and owned a willing en to. the Bririſh ern, our govern- 
1 $ | ment 
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ment has been Taphtchyihdttetitivecbothy40-them andi to the Eng- 
1 ſettlemetits; folunded within, | and hear bo their territory. It is 
true, the parliatent, from A regard to c. principles, and 
prelrriptibe claims of the mation. habe taten care to ſecure by the 
Aft? traty withiSpain qur right of logwwτ]%•ỹA- cutting. Our mi- 
niſtry hatio al ialorig ſhe ena diſpoſit ion to tilitate fot that right: 
but no thought Has been beſtowed upon (the: jogwood- cutters, or 
other ſtt lers d nur cegulatibns provide foritheir better conduct and 
proſperity); All that is nebeſfary might perhaps Havb been accom- 
pliſnet by appoinfiug a regulurigonernor aich a moderate ſalary, 
armed ib AI Ming: powers aud uνEE‚-aties; and to reſide con- 
ſtontiyr dt» the Moſhbito (honey with malt guard of ſoldiers, to 
be paid by the wohuite inhabitauts: His p̃rovince might be, to keep 
a ſtrict ed over A theDngliſh ſett lers, aud to pve vent their ill treat- 
ing any: of the Indians within his juriſdiction; which ſhould oom 
prrhend all the ſettlemernts of Engliſhmen in thoſe parts. He 
ſhould tdnciliate the friendſhip bf the head men ãmong the Indian 
tribes by ever art. encourage them ti a biilised manner of living, 
ciufe their children to be brought to ſchool; and inſtructed in the 
Engliſh dunguage bnd religion ; and he ſhould correſpond regu- 
larly l wrich the governor of Jamaica, who, in the judgement of 
many conſiderate perſdus, ought! to Have inſtructions from the mi- 
niſtry x<litive to theſo affairs) Had the Indians throwm themſelves in 
he ſame miumer into che arms of the Dutch or French, theſe active, 
entetpriſing people would molt certainly have omitted no means of 
acquiring their confidence, and formiug the beſt correſpondence 
with thiem x; ſecuringu their affections by little yeatly preſents of no 
great odſt, aud xing u aiv i government over their own! ſettlers; and 
logwood-cutters; rocprevent; allVabuſes-tending. to an alienation of 
the natlvt ĩnhabithntsc It ſurely deſerves the attention even of the 
Jamaica legiſlatute, to conkder this matter attentively, aud aſſert 
their juriſdiction cover / our fellow a ſubjerta in theſe: ſettlements; te- 
commending Rrotgly- ut the ſame time this object to the ; ſuperviſion 
of the goverhori Wel regölated and extenſive inland trade, car- 
ried om by the aid nd unde the guardiarithip of the Moſquitos and 
their alliesy “ld highly benefit the commercial towus of this 
Wand, and af courſe augment its population and wealth; for none 
Vo. I. 9 . other 
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other of our prefent colonies! is ſo'well caletilated toiſervetio a Fafory 
for! intermediatelys ſapplying the: Indian demand, and: >making re- 
gular returns to Great · Britain for various afloitments of gobds ne- 
ceſſary tothe purpaſe . The legiſlature of Jamaica ſhould . reflect, 
that every merchant crefiderit amotig tlem, ſupported by his trade 
with the Moſquito ſhore, cnerefiarily muſt add ſomewhat to the 
-geveral treugth, wealth, and revenaies,] of the ifland. Theſe will 
all be more or leſs conſiderabl promotedꝭ : ĩũᷣ proportion as the trade 
is either conducted on by prudent menſures ta a: flouriſhir ſtar & 
or. ſuffered by miſmanagement, or utter neglect, to contin 
prag reſſive. What is particularly impottam to us Wade 
vents all the uli conſequences attending diſputed titles) u we: have here 
a vaſt: tract of gountryi freely devoted to lou uſe byeche Aborigines, 
the real and undoubted ders of it f A title Which is fupetior to 
all others, às it excludes cher other European daiant;, which 
jultifies, and indeed calls upoπm Us to avoy it! openly unleſs our 
dread of Spaniſh jealouſy has ſo beſptted our minds as to deptiue us 
entirely of the ſpirit of Eugliſnmen! o ðedge the Indians 
publickhy for Britiſh ſubjectt, is bot giving themia Warranty ſor the 
confidence they hade repoſed im us: nd, ſſiould we he tempted to 
diſclaim tbem, through the, baſe motive of fear; dhey would not 
Fail to deſpiſe us, even more thanthey do che Span iards, and transfer 
their dependence to ſome» other; European power better diſpoſed to 
feta juſt value on their frietdſhip,0 Many oft the Ntitiſh ſubjects, 
ſettled in the neighbourhood of the Moſquitos, were men of looſe, 
debauched principles; and having no certain laws nor other com- 
petent authority to reſttain their conduct, ſome among them have 
greatly hurt the Briciſh intereſt with ehe Jadiaprieibes.: The inbu- 
man wretehes inſinuated to the Moſqui che Nanamakass 
and Ramas defigned to make war upon tliem. N AHdigated by their 
remonſtrances, the Moſquitos too readily jeined/Tnetaking! every 
opportunity to trepan and ſel them for ſlaves / tot the- Miieh, the 
North- Americans, and even to our own:Welſt-India ifanders— The 
profits acquired from this traffic induced both parties tos purſue it, 
notwithſtanding all that the ſuperintendant could do to put a ſtop 
to it. Several of the perſecuted Indians, rather than be euſlaved by 
this treacherous proceeding, even. betook — for refuge 
8 among 
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among the Spaniardes their natural foes ; and any others will 
doubtleſs: foltow:their- example; ſo long as ſuch atrocious rogues are 
unteſttaiaod from cheſe ufhuſtiftable practices. TFheſe poor ludians, 
having e 1129" moſt! Faithful; ſteddy attachment to the 
Englülb, ud retied'op them us their Beſt friends, had no reaſon to 
166k464:66-/ iſe) a Acturh, aud ef therefore vuptepared to oppoſe 
or to Sade it. ie gh 301.000, 2301, HELD eine ee 
Alt *lie-Moſquits5litabit rom Oupe Hobderss to che 
Nicaraged'lak%; yet they: are moſt numerous Beat Cape Gracias a 
eee wer, auff bot Satidy bay, where their 
king rendes! The, Patiatbakaw Thais Hor about 'ons hundred and 
xt) miles up Wanke riyvt, ard vety friendly to che Engi, and 
mißlk Be ettengely (erviccable'ro hes in carrying on the inland 
trader Terms bf ägreemient Were aQtwilly entered into by the 
Moſquitos i the year #767; on condition that the inland- Saat 
ſuobick abt come below tie falls (about Ohe hutidred and fifty miles 
from Gape Stacias a Dios), and that they ſheuld ef a rlbete of 
r Atinually, for perrmiſſion 1 with 
through their? Eountty. ThE! principal harbour be- 
AGING ſquitss is Bldefelds des wh noble! is al the 
N wund The entrance into tlie ſound is over a 
bar, -haviog" wok more than two-fathom at Tow-water, and flom 
fouttedii do Hftcei feet" water at high Flew? {o thar it Reins not 
b very large ſhips: But there are ſome com- 
men een een on the 'heighbodting / coaſt} proper for 
ſhips of great bürthen. On the Weſtern: fide" 7 the ſound the 
land gradually riſes zuto a fine, healthy country, an excellent ſoil, 
and-entitety free? fam Mw('troublaFrnre/fies! and infets;,'ſo-com- = 
mon to ſWamnpy 12 in the Weſteindies. he river Bluefields, 
which? cans kl Tar the N. WV. angle, is navigable" for a confi- 


derable diſi ance” through the Interior ebuntty 1]; and near its 
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] Bluekields in formed.by,a bigh bluff of about ſfipen Ayndred Ae and bee 
ceſlible, except at two Places, which might be eaſily guarded. This blutf is joined to the conti- 
nent Notthiwangs by an iſthmus of, fandy beach on the outſide, a „ound , overgrown 


wich mangrowes. . into the harbour runs in about N. N. p. the left fide 3 is a 
52 a 0 the 5 0 jen nets kale channel. SF channel has from. 
x e pig Water, ; twelve 1 to "thirteen At "ow ; ; codleqtently, the tide riſes 
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mouth. is an yaeallens, tuation for. Founding. and colony, 
to manage ade: withithe. Indians inhahitintz the. bark country, 
Upon its banks there is-great.abundange of large mahagany, codar, 
and, other gimbersn fit fon bung or fo merghaudize.: On the 
adjacent, ſea: at a6 FRpght vaſtnuννe r of turtle, and in the 
bound great plenty. of fh, and after, Sou that here is no Wau 
of any materials requiſite, either ſor the ſtructure bones, the 
ſuſtenance. amd ,arcommodatig].oh. inhahitantan t the comenient 
diſpatch, of mercantile affairs, S it Sms as it r by 
o many natural adyantagess..to./ be the moſt eligible ſeat 
Engliſh colon td Send, ut commerce r of 
the free: indian territory, ip chis digifion:gf the; continent. A few 
miles up the, meip,ayer Ire fh: Moolvas, and Cuckeras indian 
Mt. Henry Cortin, of Jamaica, ſettled hexe, in 25 and acquired 
a large fortune from tha luxuriant produRions of, this diſtrick. He 
exported great quantitiss of mahogany, tortoiſe : nell. c, 
and the Northern icolouies. He likewiſe, c ſome pajns to civi- 
lize che neighbouring Indians 0 fo, ochig firſt; coming. to reſide 
here, they Nvgd id a ſaxage ſtate, and had very little, c merce 
Either with the, Spaniards..or; Bngliſhsc1 T hisi, example of; ſucteſs, 
from the | endeayours of 1.2 -private-perſan, may lead us io couclude 
on the proportionately greatetiadxantages to he Suse by eſta- 
dliſhing a; regular con in theſe parts, Who; might, labour to gain 
che good: will of the, igdien tribes, aud by fair degling and a gene- 
ons zpmmunieatian, wean them 0e Nate of barbariſoa $0.gixility 
and, induſtry. '; K.. ſeems, think, prohable, that. hey might ſoon 
become. reconciled. to much af the Engliſh mamgte — AGAR 
and  babitations, and gradually; induced. to take, large: imports 
of - loathing, furniture,  aplewonts, am eden us, In. 
order to purchaſe theſe, they would necgſſasily apply”: them- 
felves, to ptecure ſuch, commodities: of value, for the egchange, 
as. they might find to be molt in requeſt... Thus, by a diſcreet 
management, it is reaſonable to believe, that our Britiſh wares 
a6 dene, e dee, , e thoodinds. of 
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people on this continent, and o many ſolid emoluments reaped 
from the intercourſe, | as would amply: ouerpay wh utmoſt * 
duities itt the proſecution bf ir N be? 734 ung AI 57 fl 5 10. FL 4. 
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| Tre GY is. ſituated within the Moſquito 8 in 3 
titude, 1 N. fd has, been. * e e of ſeveral logwood- 
1 1 5 ar. heat Hfty. years. paſt. 


ben driven by the Spaniards 
7 the bay of Honduras, many of them choſe this lum. where 
they 5 ad a law]els,. abandoned life wich impunity, till they 
got information from theit ſeouts, employed for this pur poſe, that 
the Spaniards, had retired. from their old quarters at the bay; and: 
then they; returned. As theſe temporary expulſſons often happencd, 
uumherg of, ſhips. boupd.for, the, Da uſually; ſtopped here in their 
Wn off iptelli igence.... If the rs found there was. any proba» 
bility of getting Ai they procredęd ; if not, .thofe poſſeſſed. 
of any degree f haueſty altered their voyage; but others ran the 
azard of finking, or defignedly,,. caſt away, their veſſels i in . ſome 
ae t 1 aud. appropriated the cargoes to the uſe of them- 
Ae their a flociates 9 RL epabled them to ſet up for bay 
mep. This  piratical buſineſs. for a fime ſucceeding, others of the 
lame amp were, engouragee t to ſend, far. confderable cargoes on 
cregit, , under the Air, pretence of felling them, by, commiſſion for 
ths, owner's. benefit; 3 17155 e of 3 and. 


quantities, 0 
habitants h 1 5 —— to open. an inland 
Hs "This trade has Fein Fares on to. afarge amount, and proved 
highly y., advaytageous to the un dertakers, eſpecially. thoſe who are 
of different principles from. the feſt. ſettlery,. and who live with ſome 

LI rem hrꝑę and, as L am toldy; the moſt correft chart of the Moſquito, ſhore: was publiſhed 


in 1974 by captain Speers, who reſided many rs in theſe parts.. I is fold by S. Hooper, print- 
ele on Tudgate ill, * LF cuff — acknowledge, that I have been greatly indebted 
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| Hogency:: 1time;/1howtverg and an encreaſes;of. inhabitants, may 
eradicate their. pernicjous cuſtoms. The {oil far half a mile from 
the ſea is for the moſt part ſandy though in ſume plants low and 
ſwampy, with mangroves. | Upitheirwers and lagoons it is more 
fertile, and produces plenty of Indian) corn, plantades, yatns, 


Cocoas, potatoes, and other vegetables ;; like wiſe ſugar-canes, of 
which the inhabitants propoſe making rum. The riwers and la- 


goons Are well ſtocked with: ih, » the weodd are : deer, . 
and wild fowl. On the ſea-coaſt, is the, months of March, en. 
May, June, and ap Again in Ay ft and: September, are found abu 
dance of the fineſt ee Phe dry ſeaſon lets in 7 in 
September, and conititues vi Jane, . 3s ther ſucceeded by '* 
ſqually weather till He middle of July, at which! time the ee 
Falins continue ill the” lattet end of - Anguft or beginnitig-of” Sep- 
tember The” North * Winds begin 5 755 in Nobetnbet, and blow 
at intervals till Februaty: they are generally moſt violent about 
the full and change of the moon, aud! in the months of December 
and Jaiwuary;- during which'rime; no perſon chuſes to go to Black 
river with veſſels that draw above five feet water, it being difficult to 
pals over the bar. On the ourfide it is an open and dangerous road, 
2 lee ſhore; and with @ North wind there runs a very high ea. 
There is no hatbour or ſhetrer for à veſſel to the Eaftward: neater 
than Cape Gracias g a Dios; nor to the Weſtwarg, than. Rattan or 
'Bonacea. The. country from Black rivet to "Cape Gratjas a Dios, 
and from thepce to the Southward as fat as Bluckelds, is chiefly 
inhabited by the Moſquith Indians, not + above twenty white men 
| relding on e long tract of land; though much better places 
py to be found, either for ſettlements or trade, than Black river. 
About the favannahs x up Black river live the Payer Indians, who 
once were numerous, - but are now /greatly! decreaſed, { occaſioned 
by the ill treatment they for many years teceived from the Moſ- 
quits, who' cotiquered. them f in à pitched battle about fifty years 
ago, and ever ſince eil lately) exacted ſuch large contributions 
of cattle and other thiugs, that they were obliged, at the riſque of 
their lives, to enter the Spaniſh territories, and there by ſtealth 
| provide the number demanded, in otder to fave their families from 


IN carried away and ms into aver. During theſe 3 
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the Moſquites kept poſſeſſion of the houſes, wives, and children 
ef the Pawyers, till their voreafonablei demands were complied 
with.” This practice, being continued for many years, cauſed 
numbers: of them to fly to the Spaniards for ptotection. Thoſe 
that now remain ate ſb ĩuduſtrious and uſe ful to the Engliſh, that 
without their aſſiſtauee a great part of the inland trade would be at 
an end. In 1742 à merchant projetted the cutting of a road from this 
river into the province of Camyagua, which would afford a ready 
paſſage to and from the South ſea, and be àa means of the merchants 
going and coming with ſafety thereby preventing the Dutch from 
carrying” on their valuable trade ar Früxillo bay, which they had 
ſo loug monopolized. The Popya Indians aecordingly cut the 
ad, aud drew the trade as was intended to Black river; 
which: hab increaſed the 177 772 ad our changes \ there to. 1 5710 
Wyn, oe " NON J. nge Je Fi, 
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_» THE: bay of Honduras lies Weſtward! 4 th Mochte f 13 | 

The country about theriver Baliſe (latitude 17 to 17 30% N.), where 
the beſt logwood grows, is low; marſhy, and interſected with la- 
goons 3 and in ſome places it is auH⁰eũally, or at leaſt erery other 
year, overflawed with faur or ſive feet depth of water. In the dry 
ſeaſons, the baymen (or log wood! outters), on finding-a number of 
trees canveniently ſituated, erect huts: near them; 3 and, after cutting 
them down, they ſtrip the bark, chop tho trees into logs, and pile 
them on the ground, where they remain Until. the land- floods fa- 
vour their removal thence the are trànſported in canoes to the 
neareſt ſtream, or river, and ſo conveyed to their principal ſtore- 
hauſe at the Barquadier- The huts in which the bay men reſide at 
other times ate built. upon. high: banks,. to. ſecure themſelves from 
che floods, till the traders arrive to purchaſe their wood, which is 
generally ſold at 51. Jamaica | currency (equal to 30. 115, 6 d. ſter- 
lng). per ton. The traders uſe flat-bottomed. 2 to convey the 
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logwood to their veſſels, which Ke at thie-diftance- of or fiſty 
miles down the tiver. Hete ate ſomeitracts of fine land, which 
afford good paſturage of ecntile g; aud, us theſe tracts ire never 
drowned. with water theyiavguld; uf properly cultivated, yield 
plenty of American fruits, plants card vegetables; In the rivers 
and creeks are found great numbers of alligators; {puanoes,” and fiſh. 
Here are alſo guams, conſos [E. ſeperal ſorts of ducks, cockatoos, 
mackaws,: parrots, >cnrlews;/&c./ likewids deer, but ſmall and lean, 
tigers, and momkiesz and, in the. bayy1abindance of turtle, ſome 
matatti, and that delicious fiſh called the jew+fiſh; 4765765 goo 357 
The remaths, offered reſpecting our inatterition to the Moſquito 
ſhore, are equally applicable to the bay af Honduras. Our fettle- 
ment. at this place Would have become infinitely more advantageous 
to Great · Brit ilin, if ĩt had been regarded as an Engliſh colony, and 
eſtabliſhed by government under ſuch regulations as were to be put 
in uſe, with, Ve very little trouble or expence. Some meaſures of 
this nature are abſolutely proper to be taken, if we hope to reap 
much benefit from it. The Dutell, Who love to monopolize, and 
endeaveur to filch away the trade of all àrbund them, have been 
hitherto the principal gaiuers 'by our ſettlement here, and carried 
on the chief part of the trade, to the very great irjpry of Great- 
Britain. There is vothing wonderful in this; for, with relpet to 
_ theſe poſſeſſſons, our motheniſtate has for the moſt purt been aſleep. 
The Dutch, ever vigilant toſſeize what they could, embraced thoſe 
occaſions · which. we. either deſpiſed or overlooked; and, without the 
-expences: of making either conqueſt or treaty, drain away very 
much of the proſits which eõοννꝗ be / expected from both. Their 
mnips and 'veſſets, freiglited from Holland to the little ifland of 
Curacoa, deliver part of theit cargots thert, and then ron down to 
the bay with various aſſortments of goods, ſuch as hollands, ſtripes, 
checks, callicoes, cambrics, muſlins, oſnuburghs, ſail- cloth, cordage, 
powder, ſhot, ſraall-arms, eutlaſſes, and other hard-ware, brandy, 
geneva, arrack, wine, refined ſugars; ehrthen and china ware, &c. 
in ſhort, ſuch wares and manufactures as Great Britain uſually ſup- 
es her other colonies Pos #8: dy tofupply" to this. 5 rag 
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therefors;/ can be more prejudicial than ſuch an interlopement, eſ- 
pecially as they can overſtock the market ſo copioufly, and afford 
to ſell at ſuch low prices, chat our manufactures, tranſmitted by the 
way of Jamaica, can find but little vent in oppoſition. to them; nay; 
I believe, our export from thence to the baymen is, by this means, 
reduced almoſt wholly to ſuch articles as the Dutch cannot convye- 
niently ſend; ſuch as, ſome ſpecies of Hard- wate, Iriſh beef 'and 
butter, North- American bread, flour, tar, aud the like. The pre- 
ference which they have e is obvious, from their veſſels being 
alwaysthe firſt- loaded, and with the choiceſt wood ; of which large 
quantities have been ſent every year to Holland upon freight, on ad- 
vartageous terms to the Dutch, one half of the cargo being allowed 
for the freight alone; whereby the property of the chief bay men is 
lodged ; in Holland, and the Dutch'enabled to fupply the foreign Eu- 
ropean markets with logwood far cheaper than the Britiſh merchant 
is able to do, great part of the remittances being made in Dutch 
| goods ; ble that they have the matketin their own hands. That ſome 
idea may be formed of the loſs ſuſtained by the nation in this way, I 
ſhall Rate the yearly export from the bay at 20,000 tons of wood. 
which I am informed by a very intelligent perſon is the amount 
now ſhipped.” If we ſuppoſe three fourths of this quantity to be 
ſhipped on Dutch Wan ee the prime-coſt | of WOO tons is 
53-6250. Ag N N 
n o 
They ain 55 Fight, one hair of hi ſum, or 286812 10 0 
By profits on the Dutch merchant' s fale of that: 
half, at 5. per ton, which is modetate, con. f Ne © © 
fidering it is all picked and choice wood, | | 
By ditto's. commiſſion, and charges on the 'bay-z | 
man's half, on ſale thereof to ae at! 37 80 o © 
leaft 197. ad cent on 37 Soo. 7 
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To this we hay add, that, as the bayman lays out again the moſt 
part of his clear profit in Dutch goods, which he buys at an en- 
hanced price of near cent per cent, the total general gain to the 
Dutch is perhaps not much ſhort of 100,000/. per annum, which 

Vor. L Uu might, 
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might, and. undoubtedly ought to; be gaine .by. Great- Britain. To 

put a ſtop to this detrimental, traffic of the Dutch to our ſettlements, 
the act of navigation ſhould be ſtrictly enforced. here; ſome proper 
form of. givil government. ſhould, be: maintained. with Hempeteut 
| authorities, aſuperintendant, or goyergar, and zn office,of cuſtom: ; 
laſtly, one; or more frigates. might. be tation, with other ſmaller 
armed, veſſels; to oppole any attempts which might be made by theſe 
intruders to force or re-pofleſs this trade: by ſuch means, I con- 
- ceive, they would be effectually excluded from ſo valuable? 1 branch. 
If the expences attending ſuch an Arrangement; are objected to, it 

ſhould be conſidered, | on the other hand, bow much will be. gained 
hy it 3. for, Whenever uch regulations. are eflected, gut. oh, mer- 
chants will employ. ſhips. with ſuitable. cargoes x to Furche 8 part, or 
carry the whole: on freight. in the manner Präctiſed by the: Dutch. 
-We ſhould; find, .. moreover, that, logwood would FE he the only 
article to be depended. on fora homeward Hding. The Fer cut 
_ likewile large quantities of mahogany. 1 fultic,, and” other dying 
woods; and a briſk trade would neceſſarily y,, encourage them to 
ſcarch for many other commodities, of light. freight, with which 
the adjacent country ſo much abounds. The logwood, receiyed by 
the North -American traders. for their -proviſions and. hard- ware 
(which form no inconſiderable part of their commerce), is ſent 
moſtly either to Holland or Hamburgh, very little of it being 
either. conſumed by themſelves, or remitted to Great-Britaio. 
Thus the North-Americans become likewiſe our riyals in the ſale 
of their hardware, which, is chiefly their own manufacture, and 
eaſily ſmuggled into a place that has not A ſingle port officer ; 
and, fo far as they trade with.t the bay men, they are wholly. Un- 


- E . 


in an unnatural intercourſe with foreign "ſtates, to "wham'it is in 
no ſmall degree beneficial: but whatever may be their gain is 
clearly Britain's loſs. It is ſaid, the number of Britiſh ſubjects 
ſettled here, including Negroes, amounts to about three. thouſand. 
Their emoluments may be conjectured, from the gains on logwood 
alone; by which, ſuppoſing every man ta. gain equally, each per- 
ſon has an annual dividend of about 27. ſterling. But, as they 
deal in other commodities beſides logwood, and the one half of 
LY 5 their 
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their numbet may be deducted for ſeryants, the general profit of 
the other half may be rated without any exaggeration at. $ol. per 
head per annum. The importance of this trade was clearly ſeen. 
by the miniſtry in the year 1717: at which time, the lords, of 
trade and. plantations traced out a, deduction of our right to cut log- | 
wood in Sguth America, and. demonſtrated the many national be- 
nefits, ariſing fine it. They ſhewed, . that Great-Britain imported, 
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Wie e annis, makes 3741, which they com- 
puted at 60, doo l. per. annum value, although the price was then 
fallen from 400. to 160. per ton; whereas, before the Engliſh ſettled 
in theſe parts, it was bought from foreigners at 100%. per ton. 
They remarked; that this trade was not leſs neceflary than lucrative 
and beneficial to the Britiſh: daminions, by. reaſon. of the great en- 
couragement. it gives. to our ſeamen. and ſhipping. All this we owe 
to the Bucaniers, who firſt eſtabliſhed. a ſettlement here, and mains 
tained their ground againſt a continual annoyance of the Spaniards, 
though unſupported all; the time by any aſſiſtance from Great · Bri- 
tain. It muſt be, owned, that ſhe is greatly wanting to herſelf, it 
ſhe is not 5 preſept. e ultimate Hier by their bravery and 
labour. 1710 

The modern ſettlers, as well bs s their. predeceſſors, have lived 
hitherto in a kind of e ſtare, having no governor ap- 
pointed over them; but, being left to themſelyes, they have en- 
ated. certain bye- laws by general conſent, and pay obedience to 
them. But, as ſome further police was neceſſary, magiſtratica 
commiſſions have been tranſmitted occaſionally from Jamaica; and, 
by virtue of theſe, they are enabled to maintain ſome forms of 
juſtice. Thee like commiſſions have been ſent alſo to the white in- 
habitants on the Moſquito ſhore. Still there needs the addition of 
a ſupreme, executive authority, to enforce theſe or other fit laws 
againſt delinquents, and more eſpecially to confine their trade 
within its proper, natural channel. For want of a civil eſta- 
Uu 2 bliſhment, 


1 pie, Ty are fubje& to a moltitude of inconveniences and 


ttements, to confirm the rights of an heir, or the powers of an ex- 
ecutor; and then again remitted to Jamaica, to be recorded in the 
lecretary?s office; thos' undergoing the rrſque of three voyages, 


_ tary a depmy,* to reſide conſtantiy at the principal ſettlement. 


_ affetnbly. If they already poſſes i it, no feaſon can be given for 


par liament. It may be foreſeen; that various advantages would be 


ſentatives, te fit in the houſe of aſſembly; by which means, a 


Should a governor” be appointed to reſide among them, T appre- 


year, which ſeems no mean proviſion for the office, and muſt in 


es 1 1 1 ec f 


abies chat ooght to be _rettified;” ſome of them T have" already 
noticed. Laſt wills are ſent from Bede to be ; provet i in the court 
of ordinary at Jamaica; after which, they are returned tothe ſet- 


and an injurious delay.” This hardthip might eaſily be relieved, if 
the governor would (as ordinary) appbint a furrogare, | and the ſecre- 


Theſe officers, I believe; Rave already a power to make ſuch ap- 
pointments: if hot, it "ought to be granted to them by an act of 


the hon. exertion of it, except, that their fees on fuch wills are 
collected with more by een. by the ces which the batties 


may Uabt. "Theſe 3 ref at 105 . to b. 
come objects of ſome concern to the Jamaica legiſlature,” if not to 


gained by drawing them into a cloſer connection witli Jamaica; by 
entitling tliem to ſend annually, 'or triennially, one or more repre- 


more perfect ktiowledge of their condition and trade might” be ob- 
tained, and all abuſes, the ſooner and more effectually corrected. 


hend that his eſtabliſhment” might be ſo ordered as to become 
neither a load upon the crown; nor the inhabitants. "His falary 
might be raiſed by > trifting impoſt of ſixpence per ton on all their 
logwood exported; which, with fines, forfeitures, and amercia- 
ments, could not fall much ſhort, probably, of 5co/. ſterling a 


courſe inereaſe in proportion as the governor, by his care and ability, 
might effect ſuch improvements, and kindle ſuch a ſpirit of in- 
duſtry ee the KITS, - as Rae be ee on m wh . e 
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of Honduras, about one hundred and forty-eight leagues W. S. W. 
diſtant from the Weſt end of Jamaica; thirteen | from Cape Hon - 
duras, the N. W. boundary of the Moſquito ſhore; and eleven from 
Troxilla bay, on the continent. It is about thirty miles long. 
and thirteen broad, containing in looſe meaſurement two hundred 
and forty- nine thouſand fix hundred acres, the range trending 
about N. E. and S. W. 3 towards the fea, on both ſides, it is 
woody and mountainous. + The Northern fide is defended by a 
reef of rocks, continuing the whole length, except a few narrow 
paſſages, which are navigable only by canoes, and. frequented by 
the. turtlers. The Southern: fide is very convenient for ſhipping,. 
as it is full of harbours, none of which (unleſs in exceſſively dry 
ſalows) ars unſupplied with ſtteams of: freſh/ water. The prin- 
ipal is called Neu Port- Royal; a noble, capacious, and fecure- 
port, guarded by rocks and ſhoals, and the narrowneſs of its entrance, 
which is covered by two little iſles, named Cuſack's and George's: 
Theſe, if properly fortified, might be made capable of hindering. 
_ almoſt; any naval armament from paſſing the inlet. As the - 
breeze meets with no great obſtruction, the ifland is ſo: well ven- 
tilated, that every quarter of it is healthy, and its air eſteemed. 
more co and temperate than moſt parts of the Weſt - Indies. The 
ſoil is extremely fettile, and with induſtry capable of yielding any 
of the uſual articles of the tropical ptoduce. It abounds with 
wild bogs, deer, Iudian conies, and wild fowl; its coaſt is en- 
riched with plenty of fine turtle and the choiceſt fiſh. Towards 
the Weſt end, the land is reputed the beſt, being not ſo hilly as the 
other.ditrifis, and containing extenſive ſavhanabs of many hundred 
acres. It is here that two Jamaica traders Have patents for. grazing 
their mules, which they purchaſe at a very eaſy rate at Truxillo,. 
to diſpoſe af at the Jamaica market. It poſſeſſes all the varieties. 


of. 
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of Weſt- India woods in common. with Jamaica; and, in addition 
to them, is adorned likewiſe with white oaks and pine trees, of 
ſufficient fullneſs and diameter: to make maſts and yards for mer. 
chantmen; a circumſtance not a little extraordinary, if wie conſider 
its latitude ſo far Sduth of Jamaicas where that geilus of trees is 
not to be found: and hence. it ſeems adapted to the culture of a 
| gteater | diverſity | of plants than any other of tlie Welt. Indian 
iſlands. Theſe advantages, and its excellent ſtuation for profitable 
commerce with the Indian tribes, and inhabitaits ſeattered along 
the coaſt of Honduras, eſpecially about Truxillo, fecommend it 
as à very eligible aequiſition to Great Brirain, in caſe of any future 
rupture with Spain. The poſſeſſion of it would be a moſt effectual 
protection to our-logwood-cutters, as well as the ſure foundation 
of a firm andi permanent friendſhip. with the Moſquitos, to whom 
it might be rendered a convenient mark for every ſpecies of Britith 
manufacture vendible among them. It might be ſublidiary” to Ja- 
maica for this end, and for gaining ing; return inuumerable artieles 
proper fot European conſumption, particular) yogold,' ſilver; indigo, 
wax, cacao,” and Vigonia wool. The province of Guatimala, ſo 
near to it, produced in 1742 no. leſs thau four hundred thouſand 
pounds weight of ſine indigo. The coinage of that ix ce was 
then eſtimated at two hundred thouſand: pieces of eight per annum. 
It yielded; beſides, very large quantities of uxcpined- gold and 
her, and various kinds of the beſt; dying woods. 
No argument can be required to prove the . which are 
attainable by Great-Britain from a well - managed alliance with the 
Indians living in a country bleſſed with ſuch abundant reſources of 
an invaluable traffic. Nor need I labour to ſhew the importance of 
forming a chain of ſettlements from Jamaica to the continent, each 
ſupporting and ſtrengthening the other, ſo contiguouſly linked, as 
to be with the greateſt eaſe ſuperintended by the chief eſtabliſhment, 
and duly viſited and watched by the- ſquadron uſually ſtationed 
there, the ſhips of which, by a proper rotation, might be always 
near at hand to aid and guard our commerce in its paſſage from the 
different ſmaller rivulets into the main ſtream, whoſe current ſhould 
uninterruptedly flow from Jamaica to the mother- ſtate. As the 
ſituation of Rattan accommodates it to theſe views, and renders it 
| 2 proper 
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Ates to bur log wood. eutters on the one ſide, and 
our ihe brettiter/ on tlie ther; ſo its natural ſtrength ſeems 
to 1 artificlat bulwatks almoſt unneceſſary. The principal 
Har r 
16 Acht, bur itt Bririch Hands fo/Qefiredbles an iNatid would ſoon 
be ſtotked With inhabitants capable of defending it againſt the at- 
Pet — 00 chem to be epecteh ill thefe ſeas. I do not ſtriet iy 
rank it 


g the" preſent” dependences of Jamaica 3 but, conſt. 


ange en * been in our poſſeſſiou, and as it incidentally 
falls In Gut way im treating of Honduras, 1 mould have held _ 
carinii de hve Safe it by ddoriedgon ot ens 

mh vent 1942, fieutbrdheHodgfon was ſent by Admiral Vertion 
400 peril Wentworth to Conſult with the Moſquito Indians and 


bay nen About the ſettrement of this ifland; a meaſure which pro- 
miſed great banchts ro the peop le of Tiinaica: Two hundred ſol- 
dierf ofthe 
rached;” under convoy of the Eirchfield man of war and Bonetta 
ſloop, to Rattät, Sith au engineer, arms, ammunition, cannou for 
a triffeadiog, "BY mhohths proviſion, arid all other neceſſaries. The 
Moſquitss readily eame into the ſcheme; and lent al} their afliſtance 
in the profecutivh of it. The ſettlement was begun with great 
rapidity; a a mdr town built between two ſtreams of freſh water, a 
ſortrels erected at the mouth of New Port-Royal harbour, and the 
government of the whole conferred on Mr. Pitt before-mentioned ; 
a gentleman every way worthy of the truſt, and whoſe long reſi- 
dence with the, Indians had given him a very conſiderable influence 
over them. In 1744. the Britiſh | government was fo apparently 
convinced of its importance, as to ſeem very ſeriouſly 1 intent upon 
keeping it; "for the parliament, in this year, prepared an eſtimate 
of charges for the garriſon, fortifications, ſtores, and other articles 
requiſite to a compleat eſtabliſhment. | But, at the concluſion of the 
war, the Spauiſh miniſtry, who'forefaw what a thorn it might prove 
in their fide, contended ſo ſtrongly for its evacuation, that, in con- 
ſequence of the peace Of Aix-1a-Chapelle, this promiſing ſettlo- 
ment was broken up, the fortreſs demoliſhed, and the inhabitants. 
removed. The Spaniſh court immediately iſſued ſeveral placarts,. 
Nude their ſubſecks to go and ſettle there; but the Spaniards on 


the 


ight be fortified wih very little expence; and there is 


American reg re; giment, joitied by fifty marines,” were de- 
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_ populous colony. Aſtoniſhing i it is, that Great-) 
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the neighbouring continent were truly ſeuſible, that, if they were 
to remove. thither, they could not expect any, effectual Alilkance 3 
protection from their, unwieldy, goveruments, and therefore, muſt be 
leſt defenceleſs,. and expoſed to the inſult aud plunder of every. free- 
bootet. It was their general; opinion, that, 0 long .as they, could 
enjoy more ſecure ſettlemants upon the ferra firma, it would never 
be worth their while to go and take e e iQ 
han of the little iflagds which Awarm. ont their coaſt, however. { pe⸗ 
cious the offers of their court might be, that were Auen out to 
Pee Far theſe; reaſons, the, iſland remained unin 5 


1 pr obably may continue in this ſtate until ir is;gollefled, by fome 


other foreign power, who, knowing, its value, ok not. part with 

it again ſo eaſily as we have done, It is apparent AY 985 glpuce, 
herd it is capable of maintaining great num! 8 6h fifty 
thouſand might live on it with the utmoſt — and ſtill have 
a vaſt deal of uncultivated land. Abe falubrity of. 4795 makes 
it reaſonable to, ſuppoſe, . a ſmall number plantec re might, 
in the ordinary courſe of increaſe, become in few. generations a 
ritgin, whole, navy 
rides triumphant in the ocean, whoſe: ſubjeQs are bold, aud enter- 
prizing, and exceed moſt other people in the ſpifit and ſucceſs of 
their colonizations, ſhould, ſuffer ſo many excellent if apds, ,diſtin- 
guiſhed by the redundancy. of their natural riches, to remain. Uunex- 
plored, unpoſſeſſed, uninhabited... Surely, it betray's ,; a miſerable 
ſervility of complaiſance, a Uscefal imbecillity in, our politics, 
that we do not occupy thoſe jewels which their pretended, owners 
are neither able not willing to make any uſe of... What i is a greater 
reproach. to us, we ſeem not to dare even to cheriſh thejacquilitions 
which we have already formed. The growing and. united power 
of France and Spain in theſe ſeas ſhould perſuade, us into the,expe- 
diency of ſtrengthening ourſelves againſt. them; this i is beſt to be 
effected by colonizing and trade; they, in truth, are the only ſolid 
foundations on which we can build a ſucceſsful oppoſition in this 
part of the world. The goveruments, whom no treaty. binds, 
whom no ſtrains of politeneſs on our part difluade from a conſtant 
repetition of hoſtility and ill uſage, are to be awed into more ami- 
cable demeanor only by the riſe, of our power up to a ſuperiority 
over 
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oer toit onA further benefit; we - might hope to reap, from; 
wellteſtadliſhed coloniss and; af regulated compact trade in theſe 

parts, ich che putting a ſtop to much of that naval ſmuggling traffic 
which has been the cauſe of many bickerings between the Britiſh, 
and Spaviſh courts, and affords the Spanith, government a pretence, 
fat. maintaining in time of. peace à ſquadron of guarda rcoſtas to 
ſuppreſs it. 'Dhe-commanters;, L am, cohſident, do frequently. ex.; 
coed heit orden; aud, being\prompred dy the ſame ſavage prin- 
ciples whith- influence all ffecbooters, they make prize of many 
fair traders when they cannot meet with others. The looſe manner 
in which the-Spaniſh Ameriean officers conduct themſelyes, and 
the walt of due energy in their ſyſtem of adminiſtration, are per- 
haps che teuſous hy theſe; piccarggps are not better regulated, or 
the offenders among them rigidly chaſtiſed. I have heard it aſſerted 
on good (authority, that in the ſeveral Spaniſh gaols in America 
are ſeldom fewer than one thouſand Britiſn ſubjects, who, under 


theſe "guatda-cofhas, and kept in hard confinement. Many of 
chem are-pompelled to ſevete labour on their fortifications and other 

public Works, together with che fugitive and kidnapped Negroes 
collected from our ſugar lands; by which a great ſaving is made 
to their government. It is a cheap method of procuring labourers 
without impoſing a burthen upon their own, ſubjects; but, were 
we to practiſe the like injuſtice towards them, no peace could ſub- 
ſiſt between the two nations in America; perpetual war would 
enſue, as / heretofore was the caſe ; or, at leaſt, it would continue 
until one or the other gained the aſcendency by a ſuperior maritime 
force. Between our logwood:cutters at Honduras and the Moſ- 
quito country, the Spaniards have a very good port, called Omoa. 
They built a town, here in 1751, erected a fortification, and ſta- 
tioned a guarda· coſta brig of 16. guns for” the ſole purpoſe of in · 
terrupting our trade. This brig ſeized and plundered: every Britiſh 
veſſel that fell in her way, though in the time of peace. In ſhort, 
theſe Capers are now, with! reſpect to us, what the Jamaica pri- 
vaters anciently were to the Spaniards ; differing only in this point, 
that we had then no peace with them. They are equipped for 
bghting;! and, under cloak of being neceſſary for prevention of 
Vou, I. X x illicit 


the pretended. charge of illicit trade, have been made priſoners by 


ilfteit nete ce Konthidally Narratb our trade und poder 


55 incapable of maxſilg kentkänce. The Duteh eading to 
tete parts ufdally e 1 well-actdvrred, hefe fumber 
Aud Nrenpth 

heeule 3 cetrain nucßber bf armed veſsls ts be emp 


4 mere: the Spaniards ate an example 
But at preſent, 1 out traders "Thotld' Win themſetves ih time of 


trymen will much rather tütn their adventures tô an <faVNNed' co. 


dition, that gloridits princes Fehler tothe S 


the Indies, which ſhe cbald nbt perſuade herſtif the Spaniard 
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texfor of: che ſhoal" Water near the Moſquito 
*confinied alto entifely de nan "loops: and 


one feet 
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Fe le from iny iüterruptten Our trade might 
certaluly be fecured from captufe bis robbery, Wo 

@ in guard- 
ing the toafts of vir Tettletherits, and for preventing” mMicit| com- 
to us for the meaſure. 


peace, and eh the SpiHilh Fetbooters) their crews Would be 
It able to folfer as Prrares;” For fgtming without 8 law fuI common. 
8 failing x — 1 Gorman Have herein 
greatly the"advatitage öf Us, Sig With impufnty, Our eoun- 


lony well fikudted at the Miſquito fbbre Gt other deß. then 
ron the hazard" of eaptiire b vgs to Cuba or Cürchägena. Be- 
ſides, at eſftablithed "colon Len ti buly Employ lurger veſſels, 
but” Win better” teondition"ty Protest them Femn"oll: ontewful'dn- 
nofance; To hope'that the Spanfards will fſeffer us te enlarge our 
territory in theſe ſeas, if polity they can Binder ust 484 vain ex- 
pectatien: {© far kom . cep e e Tet us enjoy hee 
We alttady pöffeſs. Vet” this conftderation, intel of deterring 
thould eteite us to Ine w at kent 46 tuch vigor Ant Mac, 
defence and protnotiom of bur colonies iid tradeVige they mati feſt 
in ſeekmng to e grid do tefttby tem. od 70 5% . 
The fentiments of Gticen Elkabeth otght never to be org otten, 
Aﬀet' Sit Fraheis Drake's ketürh ih. f 578 erm bie Seuthe expe· 
ih © afhbafliatior's 
complaint iti the*fÞlloWing initiated yl 2 ThiotheBpuigierts, by 
„their hard deahg Lich dle Eughih, whom ivy hab prohibited 
commerce, tontrary'ts tHe uw of natiotss) had drawn theſe miſ- 
« chiefs upon therafelvess morébver, 'thit ſhe- unde rſtood not, why 
« her, or any princes, ſubſets "ſoutdbe & barred fro the trade of 


had uny Ju 2 e of che biſhop of Rome (in 
hom 
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nge acknowledged: no preragative, much leſs any authority 
4 ini»ighigaley)3,nor- yet by any other claim, than, as they had 
#.couched: here and there upon the coaſts, built 3 and given 


melt or a cap ;-Which things could not entitle them to 


<.a\propsiaty. e ſo, that this donation. of what is another man's 
„(which is of validity in law), and this imaginary propriety, 
cannot binger other princes: from trading igto thoſe countries, 
and (without breach of the law of nations) from tranſporting 
«icolonits-into thee,perstheregt,rybere the Spaniards do not in- 
habit z naither from freely maviggting.”,, In fine, however much 
we man reſent the cowardly; outrages committed under ſanction of 
their government, we ought ever, to, ditinguiſh the guilty from the 
innocent we mould cultivate, by all meas, the friendſbip and 
eſteem. of the ors. induſtrigus Spanith, ſybjeRs in theſe parts, and, 
ban Sience bonourable.-behaviqur, . beget.a mutual interchange 
 of-goagioflices/;,. Ju; time of open rupture in America, it will be 
our Melt: policy. to wage war only; againſt the lfiſh maxims of 
\the;Spaniih-gourt», and. againit thoſe who, are employed to ſupport 
and cnfarge. them. But, as for all thoſe peaceable, induſtrious i in- 
habitants, who are not the immediate agent s ot the Nate, we ſhould 
eſteem them as our real friends,, 1% waar are a8 much diſpoſed to live 
on good terms: with us, a8 Ng are in reſpect to them. At the 
brealing out of che war with. Spain in 139, admiral | Vernon was 
ordered, .d diſtreſs and auney de Spaniargs in the moſt effectual 
% manter, by taking their dhips, and poſſeſſing himſelf of ſuch of 
heir mlages and ſettlemants as he ſhould think it practicable to 

attempt and in onYDy ing and. protecting the Britiſh ſubjects in 
S carpinglon an gen and adyantageous; trade with the Spaniards 
Ain Almetiod/?; This inſtenstian ſhewed much wildom, and a 
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"At THOUGH de Englit have, for the Ne deleted their 
fettlocibat' it this bay, it will not be improper to give an account of 


XX 2 | it, 


perfect knowledge df what vin "ey be our bell iel 


1 . . 7: . et 


| Ws at feaſt ſd füt as may; Herve deen eee epa en 


bundredd 1164gies" diſtant) fro elie latter Naitd, almoſt due Welt 
This diſtance in the voyage 


and having ſeveral fmiall capes' bearing North wards. from the- coa(t, 
by a ſmall. 


raved to the Eaſtward by Fort Royal? or Eaſt mduth ? tö tlie Weſt⸗ 


Which is ten leagues in lengt 


inlets, which open into two ſinaller] Lagunas, dalled the Eaſt and 


Laguna de Terminos. Here ſome of dhe — nary them 
ſelves,” when the «treaty» of 1667; Pot a, hop Wir agg 


i $426 1 G0 | 


togwood, upon it. The bay des within he zof Vucatan, 
fo much celebrated by Span) writers ſot u whotefome-air and 
feetundity/of Toit! The csntte of this: province is under the fame 
parallel of North titude 4d Jumaieca; aud the bay, about three 


is oechſtoned by Cape Catoche, which 
projecting to North latitude 40˙ 7 far imo the bay of Mexico, 


the r navigatioff toit is thereby rendered very indirect. The country 
alfdtds Plenty of cory, and) calle of all ſ6rts7 but — 
modity 1 WE, At the bottdni of tlie bay Aro d little iſlands, 
called Trieſte and Port "Royal; which are divided from each 6ther 
falr ereek, named Boca Tricia navigable-only by boats 

From the achacettt Rath Land thefe iſlands-ate ſepa- 


0 canges. 


ward, 55 Boca de Sal, or Weſt iduth'; ank, to che Seht ard, by 
28 0 chlſed Pbrt Royal Laguna. or Laguna de Terminos, 
h, and about fur im breadth; - The 
bar at The Boca 1 Sil makes this baten very<difficulr/of ingreſs or 
egreſs, as it has ory twelve ſee! water at highew; 2arudpwheythe 
ſea 15 not extremely - finooth/Vieas A difigetous\foriveſils: of urthen 
to attetüpt the paffage This 'Vaſon'vicd ſarmerdy ve bog called che 

Logwabd-eteck. * At the "South eſt" angle of it dre two. 'natrow 


Welt, and cormmunitatitig' with one /afibther?! The Spaniards not 
having been able to ſotm ſettlemetits in hisodieien of Vucitan, 
the only inhabitants ate Inckans WII, tot alſ accounts, 

woutd de bety glas to enter itt Heurtyulliatde withthe-Rugtich; 
if they were ploperly arted atid füpported / In the year 1662, the 
Engliſh firſt began to cut down the logwood · trees growing in in- 
finite quantities on this 8 abit eg by none but Indians, who 
freely gave them permiſſion; and” they” l a ſettlement at Cam- 
peache, which at firſt was near: Cape! e „but afterwards (for 


greater conveniency in carrying on their buſineſs) removed to the 


7 8 x X By 
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the year 1670 was concluded with Spain the. American, treaty, 
hien. confirmed the then poſſeſſious of both nations in America. 
This gave encouragement to many, more of the Engliſh to aflociate 
in the ſame place It was not until the year. F the Spa- 
niards firſt begau to interrupt the cutters: but, ſoon aſter, they 
grew ſo uueaſy at the progreſs of out ſetilement, although in this 
deſolate and unplanted, region, that, they actually made prize of . 
every Engliſh veſſel they met with in, the American, ſeas laden 
with logwood. This piratical. yiglation. of the treaty. occaſioned 
.many.;{harp,xemonſtrances, from, gur court; but, nevert beleſs, in 
the year 1680, the. Spaniards, having collected a body of forces, 
ſuddenly invaded- the . ſettlement, and diſlodged the Engliſh, who 
in the ſpace of two,,or three months, returned again, and fell to 


ever it had been before. I do. not. find. that. the Spaniards' made 
au attempt upon them again with equal. ſucceſs, but, were content 
to cut them off. by piece meal in ſkirmiſhes and ambuſcadoes; 

which being ioceſſantly repeated, the. ſettlers, .. receiving in the 
mean hile no protection or aſſiſtance from their own governmeut 
ngainſto theſe treacherous : breaches | of faith, thought, it more for 
their g advantage andi ſecurity to withdraw themſelves into. the 


neighbourhood: of the Moſquito Indians. By the treaty of Ver- 
ſailles (1 763) it was ſtipulated, that all fortifications, erected by 


his Britannic, majeſty's ſubjects at the bay of Honduras and other 
places within the territory of Spain in America, ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed; and, in return for this, that his catholic majeſty ſhould 
not for the future ſuffer, the Britiſh, ſubjects. or other workmen, 
to be diſturbed or moleſted, under any pretence whatſoever, in 
their occupation of cutting, Pex! BY and carrying away logwood ; 

but that they might build without hindrance, and occupy without 
interruption, the houſes and magazines neceſſary for them, their 
families, and effects: and his catholic majeſty aflures them by this 
treaty the entire enjoyment of theſe ſtipulations. Theſe articles, 
it is true, confirmed the American treaty, and eſtabliſhed the 


Britiſh right of logwood-cutting both at Honduras, and Cam- 
peaches 


Prot: Near 3669, this ſettlement was conſiderably, increaſed, , and 
much laogwood ex ported both to Jamaica and North-America. In 


their buſineſs ſo vigorouſly, that in 2682.0ur trade Was greater "than 
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ele Wee e Jong f9lbwed chat octupation.: ;9Wer; l 
8 Fatt rirne, we 'Wers?inffedioully Erkin ih, bf. ches terme of 
*Aeſetiption, to acki xe theſe" places ro be wnhin che "tertitory 
4 "hs crown of Spain! K « y whicty Oughe to have been 
mot cavtioufly bf i pr ores — that 
WE hdd fetklcments in theſe parts as tore tenatits at ſufferunce 
atid will of that crown.” 80 that the Spauiſh mitnſtry ſeem clearly 
0 Have ober reached us in this material point; aud, ue doubt, 
* conſtrue their words, as to Believe that chen bave ga ined from 
Mics more than they gave upe Lü. beſpeer 22 we 
eatiy Over ated our parts'by" retalling the troops we hud poſted 
the Moſquito ſhore, atifrating Gür fortifications chere, al 
"that diftri waz unidenitibly not Hind the; Spariiſh 
ican rertitory,” but iN cotitirracs eee 16 its Indian 
Ab ittes, or rather 1 part of ele Britiſh empire, as they have ſo 
"Jorg been under x Voluntary ſubgeckioh 16 the Buitifh crown; The 
| "Thdiati locked on'this' procteditig® with the utmoſt (aſtoniſhment ; 
3A are een yet able to fecbeile 5 with heir ideas- of ſaund policy 


prücketice⸗ In confequenice of this putictualiey in Gifarming 
dels bu the coaft „they have; | ever ſmee the ratification of 


exty, been ünflülted, * plttidleres, murdered, und enſlaved, by 

Nt 5 5 m their neighbbufhbod. AN whic/is no more than 
üt Wirt "bir ancient unifoimm'pratices, and the unvaried 
50 of e bpon which, 1 have ready enlarge! 
| Tfficiently;”'" N 1149-3 Re IN e eee 
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HE tame Mili given” Wake Hiatid, has — kippoſe 
I W Engl corruption from the word Nimes ; the original 
name given to it by its diſcovefer being, as ſome lay, St. Jago: but 
the n Brill” Has not been accounted for: It is not improbable, 
wat Jarnulc⸗ 18% 4 hamé of Indian extraction, perhaps derived from 
acary,” the Brafilian name for the prickly-pear, which over- 
che miaritime(parts of the 'South'fide, Where the 4. erz al 
| i Aﬀeoverers of this ifland might have firſt landed. 1 
So the fame Cagua, they by tlie Indians to the diſtrict a 
to te Royal Harbour; was probably from Caragua, the Braſilian 
name of 'the' Coratoe, * or 0 A Amevicat JO which is found i in 
ſath #b\nidence'theouphour! chat diftriae.' DIL 1118-90: 
The ae does not appear to be of Engliſh kalten; for the 
Spaniatds, long before the 1 9 bg 1 1 of This Tn, 
called and Wröte KR amica. l 
Columbus is faid to Rave GHE Eds it on i the 3 bs! May, 
1494, and to have gnchored in Puerto bueno on the North fide. We 
art told chat he Was. captlvated with the face of the country, and 
pronduriced' it to e moſt beautiful of 9 4 he had then 1972 in 
the new WOrId. q 1 It 
The ba fe was $6: no means a as „ hethad bebate. 
touthe&at"the:two' fine iflands of Cuba and Hiſpaniola. | Nor was 
t perhaps; improperly beſtowed ; for the romantic ſcenery of. 
mouut aint, the multitude of riwers and tharbours, the varied ver- 
dare of the and ſavannahs, afford a ſucceſſion of 7916 ob· 
jects equalled by Yew: parts of the Welt Indies. f 
His ſtay. upom this occaſion was but-ſhort, as he was bent on cir+ 
cum. nabigating Cuba, and taking a view of the South · weſt conti- 
nent. Me nid not re- viſit Jamaica till May, 1503; when, after a 
ſeries" of ſtormy weather; and a narrow eſcape from ſhip-wreck, 
20199 | | among. 


L 


34 Aſt N ME we of * * FEY f a 
among the Jatdin reefs, which lie off the South coaſt of Cuba, he 
conducted his two hatterad; veſſels into Dyyharbour. Hieſ erews 
were ready to periſh, for want of Water, of which this place did 
not afford any ſupply: for Which reaſon, he ſtood further to the 
Eaſtward, keeping the ſhips above water th the utmoſt difficulty, 
till at length he found à convenient harbour incloſed by rocks. 
Here he ran them aground, cloſe along. ide each other, and gave 
it the name of Santa Gria. He remuitied here till the mon 
June, 1504, before be could meet wirh an opportunity of returning 
to Europe. The difficulties aud diſtreſſes which he. ee 
from the treachery of his ere and the malice of the; communding 
officer at St. Domingo, the/means by which he procured hoſpitable 
treatment from the Indian natives, his Wonderful patience and pre- 
ſence of mind bay been mentioned in ſo many publications, that 
I need not ſpin out my narrative with the particulars. It Weuld be 
a gratification to curioſity; / if we gd aſcertain. the identical ſpot 
whith:that great man ſo dong honoured with his reſidenceg-diftin- 
gui ſhed no deſs as the theatre of his adverlities, than hy the forti- 
N and _—_— ger he ME in the, endutance aud Win- 
tion of them. . nin; us 3:3 * g OJ ien NN 35 RE Ro CT 
There is at wha no hatbout on the coaſt which bears: the 
ſame name 3; but it is ſuppoſed, I know. not upon hat grounds, to 
have been what is now- called Pott Sancta Maria. Three Moonee 
elapſed, from the time of his death, before a Spauiſh colony was 
ſettled in the iſland. About the year 1509, Juan! de Eſquivello 
took poſſeſſion and the command of it, as locum ſenent under Diego 
Columbus, the admiral s ſon. From that governor, What i is no 
called Old Harbour received its antient name of Eſquivel. Aſter 
this commandery was eſtabliſhed, great numbers are fad to have 
emigrated hither from Old Spain, or to have been ſent into ba- 
niſhment, who built three cities, or rather, I ſhould ſuppoſe, the 
rudiments of intended. cities. Theſe were Sevilla - Nueva and 
Mellila, on the North coaſt, and Oriſtan on the South. St. Jago 
de la Vega was founded, it is ſaid, by the ſame Diego, but not 
till ſeveral years afterwards; when, the ſituation being thought 
more healthy and eligible in other reſpects, ſo many petſons re- 
moved to ĩt from the other towns, that the latter were almoſt 
10 deſolated. 
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ad ava untl SUCH 20.07 tion, Fack Tar. 71011756 
There pre ſome n echer, probably of e eee wee 
etymology: am-unable;to-difcover,. T Bong ; 
01-2213 hot leh hf io Foul” 45515 9 Piet 5 Jn. Ii. 6 
i; bai d ven DH 50 r ht for; 817705 19 9957 Ng 
n⁰ανανjẽ‚‚ ali gaibptedit ch 2098” eien by: ©, 
vol) VR asbl 5 0 * rn 20 I 5 Ne - 

er tante TO webu S E e 1 1 1 o 2442 Ei FY edits 
:11 n See elo Benn 591007 20ds eg. 
1 6 1. "General Deferiptios-of Fanlajcnoi” WY oi 319% Ws. 

vÞ 46 #9324009 br SInagqng bn bons 10 1 

K ic 1 id dae de dende wen M. 8. W,.Gom 
„Cape Tiberon, the Weſc end of Hiſpaniola, and about. thirty 
ren row. the iſland of Cuba, meaſuring from St. Lucia har- 


bour ont fiche of Jamaica to'Cape"Cruz on the South ſide 
of Cuba gf thagena, ones Hunded and; farryrfive. Jeggues; 
one hundred ang tag e ions hr MA ahovtone. "Ag 
Jen eee . 94 LIE we 2401 141 UB 130 
wes ch Par 1 7 tf boy 17 Loog M Auer Tr Lat. 
art of the ile 
N e F 2 0 ge 56 70 
The Wetter hot il vo. vd - flor; 97 n Vols ary 
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725 South Cape. of e eee, un ed er. 85 
be Nocthemmoſt part, d- eee nail 250 2010 hs 12 
Cee of the iſland, —— i lot an" 83 13 
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"oe 1 Ts An Toba 
| ANesdtelog Se btw df 's . 
of any hitherto Ppubliſhad;ſqaraiiures;in cxtrumelt lengay 
one hundred and bir gd nd in breadth-Abogt 4 br 59, 
But even this is not to begntylaalepcuded uhan far gu ding ii 
_ apateudation of S ember 'of ſquare acres comprized in 
Aicher Nm off mouiitainous'traft, and the 11. 
multiue of: horhqu ts les ant frees, occationing many ift 
gularities zin the outligeiaf dhe make un accurate teduction 
_  jmptaGtigatile;itBclidegthe;trioufitaine—eroinlome=perts, rĩſe an 
Aſtum i ſning heightz g- Which Viimeter of their baſe bears but 
; 2 {mallproportion,:;afroording} to he beſt calculation 1 can make, 
_romalus but thibeantlwnand 4hatfoer acres;-or near bur time,; 
g 0 Anh Md Might Baiciſh ſugar iſlands put together. 
Some authors hae red ithat not more than three hundred 
and Bftgualibuſhtal dtrevaire pertain cultivation απ, uf this i; 
meat of land . L * tent; but, 
if it means land opened, cleared of ite Wood, and applied either to 


:; Fd 


b at urage Or cultivation of cee the whole nay be rated at 
1 . thouſand /inchyding the Havanna, 
Which may be e N e ndred and fifty thou- 
ſand, and the rocky, unhlanteble hs, roads, *river=courlſes, and 
gullies, about three hundred thoufand. Bringing _—_ 
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] lantable and 

m1 e . Candies need & 271 3000 | 
Ka, her get {iy ene ekt eee 
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| n bottiputatith? 15 neaitis! reveh /Sthers! 1s Mcienthn it 
"for mote ar dude the nbmber ef ſetrte tente flow beviitzins 

| the allowance for-unplattableTand they be Whought 


nfidering the” ggineſz atural i encies 
| . he mou 75 EPS Ai Fo! r= ex. 


ep which, by the dy the fail failyre.c be . 


r 1555 . er . ICE CI A a, 
of land heny parened was one willion un "arr pate; Sear L 
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Th as 8 for, the artic] ally"4 ROY to here, 
Fc — 2 ble perhaps of prodecng o obe Fi that are better adaj pted 


to 1 8. Weather. n 8 1 05 aftowatice pole,” 
Ul Appear 2. y 


wa e oa * 
550 
mos mah 7 Pre Flent lies 10 


. 
| tra 


PA MW: . er Wee ere 
uſeleſs, fo * people to occupy "it. 5 ts ſituation” of this 
iland ; Is 1 ſach „ AS expoles.i it to the attacks and infolts of 'very pow. 
etful neigbhours; bale 8 1550 far Time Fe 18 Enabled,” = N 
e ee 
them infinite“ De OT ot! 75 15, fe. 2 ee Bk my 

placed, as to he tharoughly ſkreeed by the larger iflands of Cuba 
and; Hiſpauiola from thoſe ee Winds Wk hartafs the At- 
lantic Qgean:; and, -by,the. number and” difpobtion of its excellent 
ports, it. is peculiarly, N for an. extenlive and 1 
commerce. with the, -a Gacent iſlands anc continent. Ff 
the country is, e With Jains,” Hi high! midttitarits,” and 
ſmall-hills;, valess. and rixers. * Jo cel Fe here with thoſe 
gentle inequalities, caly elle, Ip gradual! 555 weeps of defcent; | fo» 
remarkable in. England, and.1 7. add mibeb 10 the beauty and 
convenience of: ang 28. pe lafge's Vale of Sixrech-mile- 
wall chere is 7 8 e "ih ah) 7 6tHEr part of the 
Wand: har 1 „Have ſeen; b 70. 0 general, the 1 * ſuch a 
ſtarp aden, as to malte the views when: among the in. , extremely 
confined and this continves til e ;over-topping ridge is gained; 
from which. the eye agrpits all At, once ane uvnbounded : proſpect. 
Th e peffage into the. mountains.” region is. not by an eaſy ſlope: 
theſe: hügp mafſes wert ie lowlands by a-almoſt perpendicular fall 
in man places; this facilitates, ih d charge of rain- water from 
them hut at the ſame tim Produces much: inconvenience to tra- 
vellers, and to the inland e of goods; - It is -owing' to this 
acchvity, tha. pee here, forthe el part, are hurtied in their 
deſcent avith i ſo rapid cufrent as tobe vnnavigable to any very 
great diftance, fromſthejt months, more n tal 15 as ſeveral öf 4 


are 1ntexrupted. in their ire vaſt rocks, Occ: aiohing falls and 
cataracts. The iſland is. interſeQed_with theſe. "mountains: in every 
1 | direction; 
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leſs, magnitude ny 05 5 : 15 8 and 1 * 
maſſiye piles, d g diſtcib uted thro Merger | bro. 
dage, yer NPY cis" oe ede demeter ng), 


we nd they, ces 0 ent 1177 e © Fey 128 Bo 9 
panne, bebe ran © eat or codtticls'; 
and,tower Rf as f. Ky many buſwarks, & 640 with 'Forc 12 lenk 


4 has 6 e fame time, they, are el of® -frething air 

and et rs. wrt ehufcfi; Keep tes: 5 Are "Andwit o "i 
16; aud = THe 5 — 1 75 bel its horizs ral kur. 
he DF A Flag he thieir des; "Hut ir "reaches 
L Ro ka th ies W Vs "te" qu d 
. 985 Att 'Otrr Higher moun- 

as grow ' contracted” and acute "towards their 


ſummits, prob! ab re Ho big” A toter marmer £8: the Vales 

aud lowlangs IV ig ear their ba Wh > WE patts'Hel5W the foot of 
tze blue maquntains are 1 5 Jud q from er ade witid; 'evetr 

when it bears, againſt tl © ö of thoſe induentains)'bur are 
ſufficientiy ventiſated night and. . l ©Git'of "the ald is va- 
tions, The ſaval ds ate ror wi Mock part <Hyey;"6t inter- 
mixed with PA pe me. © "which Ale of great extent” and 
depth. Theſe we called fand. gal Sy: AN and te wholly utiptodudtive 
of tages: PE. Buy Of 1 85 73 — A en Vir bras 1 40955 
fenen, i 1 5 A e ules; for, whos Aide, 
is uſed, inſtead of Hair (22 mix with plai * for eiklin ings Wee fr 
alen chan *, and for or thatc oY voce 
of the hills, , ef pecial lp ty How, e fituared ORE Teen 

vered | with. WY of a. rt of theft Mitte. which mak ag . 
colien ler $i much ufec for bone Thie inter- 
ſtices of rs > are filled 1 85 Wh! fine black mould}. dccumu - 
lated perhaps. from rotten vegetable' AlBItances': Xhis'is extremely 
fertile, and. 8440 for maize and gtound pr riſionls, ſuch às yams, 


# 


Potatoes, aud coc 5 0s 08; The rocks having {o many little reſervoirs; 
wherein the. rain, Water, roaring” rongn | various. 'Efeyices, is 
lodged, from £1 6 to. | time Bey he k' of che fün's acien, the 


* 1 
Ve whe s trees ald plan te, d Nu 121 ee 


BO OX In. HAP. II. 353 
thereby ronſtantly ſuppliodꝭ . By this mbans, the diſagreeable 
uſpebd vf nakedirocks ir fee lud ei from vie; and thoſp parts, which, 


aeſß und Rerilityy! are in ctheir natural Rate ovetſpread with, per- 
ena verdute. Many of the trees, which ſhaot the fibres of 
ten bot thrdughꝰtheſe almoſt imperceptible crevicts, ſeem to grow 
ob the vety rocks themſelves ) and futniſh a curious ſoene, eſ- 
peciallycto an Kuropenn eye: Inthe interior parts of the iſland the 
hilts}! and eden mbuntains; are covered to theit ne a d 
depth oF foil; and uf variaus ſorts ; afnong tłre une are, 
4a red clay,” on white mare: bot r 104 eb 
5 A Gittog en A grid; © Ong * : r 13 25 r N = 13 9188 
"or ar Wedel baohwn-dites; on male: PEI arty; "it Fe, 
= Als; A eee common mould; Und 
Flt Aenne! COMO en e PUITTETESS 72 (4 Py 
A. laoſe-conthacemis dul: NaN N r it 
* 0 K black mould, eaten utes % er 
Abet mould, on roc; % ee 
A fine ſand; 318 ein et bt: 2711. , 8 
tn And their varieties. 995 WW ASS iidrigr br 
The black mould is thought much the beſt for culture of any 
of the billy land, and produces the ſineſt canos- The mountain 
land in 


14 


zuck an une pläces it is of a confiderahlle depth. The ſoil of the 
vallties is bft various, as dit) is compounded:: partly from the 
wallüngi of ſurrounding eminonces, or of the ſediment depoſited 
by riters and flobds. The rivers; have, in many places, deſtroyed 
the! fertility of the land adjacent to; then; by ſuperinducing vaſt 
quamities of Xbbble and ſand ; but, in general, they have left a 
compount} of very: fine particles af clay, ſand, and; black mould, 
in many places to an amazing depth ;; and thus formed what is 
called : here mproperly the brick mould, by far the beſt, foil in 
Jamnica for cultivation, as it is always eaſily laboured ; ſo in- 
exhauſtible as to require ho manure; in very dry ſeaſons it retains 
mature ſuſſieient to preſerve the cane - root from periſhing ; and 
in vary wet it ſuffers the ſuperfluous. water to percolate, fo as: that 
Vor. I. 2 2 | the 


Whendeared and daid open; erhibit all [the appehrance of rugged- 


general; when firſt cleared of its wood, poſſeſſes more or 
leſs'a furface of black mould, for the moſt part mixed with ſhells; 
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35h _ 1 JA 411 Wan 
the roots are e ee of being drowned: |» Next to this. 13 
the ſhelly black would, which owes its fecundity in- no ſtnall de. 
res to the animal ſults aid dr intermingled with it. The tif 

clayey land, which abounds in ſome f the” Northſide pariſhes, | 
and is alſo fbund ia ſome- diſtricts of the Southern -lowlauds, has 
 many*diſadvantages?” the chief are, that it is laboured with infinite 
difficulty; requires continual/ſhowets; to keep the ſurface / ſoluble, 
| aud pervious'to the cane-plants ; ſtãs apt to retain pulldles of water 
about the ſtobls of the cangs ſo long, as frequently to deſtroꝶ them; 
in very dry ſeaſons the härdneſs of the ſur face compteſſes and 
choaks the ſtems; it is alſo of ſo chilly a nature, as to check their 
growth, or fill them with crude, pobf juices. Much ef this kind 
of land might poſfibly be improved by cotiſtait i mänuring with 
ſand, efpecially'the ſea:ſmhd, mixed with frägmdents of thells and 
weed: the toaſt furniſhes" this in "abundance 7" und i might be 
cheaply laid on places contiguous: 1 do not know if the experi- 
ment has ever been tried in Jamaica z: but ihimanylplrts% of Eng- 
lard, particularly the Weſtefg it is attended with wonderful ſuc- 
_ ceſs. Lime, aſhes, and hog's dung, are probably well. adapted 
manures, and within reach of the interior ſettlers}'twho cannot 
ſo eaſtly procure ſea: fund. The former has been found to anſiver 
well on the. if olayv in England; and may be procured in Jamaica 
in any quanttÞwith very little labour, and at a moderate expence. 
The noble wobds which detrorate moſt parts of the iĩſlaud are filled 
with” trees whoſe ul and tallneſs exceed any in England, many 
of them being from ane hundred to one hundred anduhirty feet in 
'height, and for à confiderable part of their height entirely diſen· 
— branches; which gives them 1a moſt ſtately and ma- 
jeſtic appearance. Cotton und cedar trebs have been ent here 
which —— ninety feet from the baſe to the lichbs ; and ſeveral 
mahegaffes, little infot ior : It is difficult to cbnjecture tha age of 
ſome of "theſe trees but it is probable they do ent atbain to their 
full growth and dimenfidns'Gin leſs than u century. The largeſt 1 
have ſeen ure found in the middle region of the iſland, Hat the 
ane diſtanee from the ſea· coaſt j tand, from their appattnt an- 
8 it is not probable that they have eyer been affeQed/by the 
n violent hurrieanes known eee ai ſtorms are cmaſt de- 
Is SY | © ſtructive 


BOOK H. ACHAR. IL. 355 
{rinQtive:orthe-coſt 55 and even hertz the thickneſs of the woods 
ia puntesion to tha trees: and ſaves them from being) t torn up by 
tha dot As the ſeiſtorms are always ꝑteceded by as ſeties of dry 


it id urpriaing thai there of the wind ſhould diſrobe the 
won f their foliage: this has been almoſt uniformly; the cou- 


make but little impreſſion . poi the naked boughs. In ſome parts 
near: the cvaHHL E haveuobſerved-detached-trees/ bent almoſt: to the 
earth au thett cutire hy blown: down which: have afterwards ſent 
up Ereſiviſhibts perpendicular to the old trunk, 
+ raſureeiomfromtheis::pyerthrow. There isa femarkable dif- 
ference between therwoods:of the North and South ſides. On tlie 


and the-Fareſts full of undermmood and ſmall withes, inſomuch that it 
is very difficult to penetrate them by any other paths than what are 


North ſide the trees are fund to increaſe in bulk and height; about 


they ſtand: wider aſunder, grow beautifully tall, ſtrait, large, and 
free from undermood : ſuithat it) would be very eaſy to ride among 
them on horſeback, if iti were not for the numerous withes or 


his fads .onnms eee e e ba ee bY 


to be know by ſtunted, crooked trees; as, on the, contrary, a deep, 
good mould is diſtinguiſhed: by their being of large diameter, ſtrait, 
aud tali. Greater heat on the South ſide is, doubtleſs, the cauſe of 
more luxuriant vegetation obſerved there; and this indeed is ſo ex- 
traordinary, that lands in paſture, as well as in culture, require an 
unremitted ttantion to free them from weeds and young trees, 
which would otherwiſe infallibly ſpring up, and multiply in all 
parts like the hydra's heads. A large cotton tree, having been 


was a long time in mouldering. The limbs had been all cut away; 
- * : 2 2 2 but 


weather during which the:lcaves are ſhriueled up and parched, 


{equepeR; hands whencthe deaves were ſwept; off, the gale could 


and thus enjoyed 
South, naudt neag - the ſea, the trees are ſhort, of | ſmall: diameter; 


formed by the wild cattle and hogs. In proceeding towards _— 
the ceritre of the ãſland, and on the North ſide hills and D 


vines, ſame af which are as large as a ſhip's cable, banging per- 
pendiculariy like bell- ropes, 'or-+ tranſverſely from tree to tree, 
which might 9 Wed not . auen e out of 


It is a general a hege ah rocky and aten Soil is nn 


felled on the Bouth ſide of the afland, and deft to fot on the ground, 


— — — 


— 
; — 


Ä TW I F———z—— D(—ñ 
— -_ A mmol 4 — * - = © * * wa = ® 
= _— = _ - - 


r . ˙ üm w ̃Ä ?i Nl ̃ ͤͤU , ‚⏑‚⏑‚ A ee no, , ar 


— - — - — — T2 % ĩ Lv = 


bot — ſmall echig, of two or three inches 


the trunk next the earth derayed inore and more, ſeemed to be re. 
f eruited with'a copidus ſupply of nutrimemt, and in three. years time 


On the North ſide, the coolneſs. of the atmoſphere! and frequent 


places; but, hen neglected for any eonſiderable titus, they become 
animals who feed oa the fruit, and diſperſe the feeds in their dung: 


This iftind <ontuitis about two hundred riert with theit branches 


up to his belly. In this _—_ ir theo) has d g- 


3 A M AI Gee 


* 


n, 
growing on the middle of the trank; this, as the under part of 


grew up into à ſine young tree, ſeveral feet in height; crifingolike 2 
ne the parent · duſt, it became at abſolute re · production. 


rains check the vegetation, like a froſt ; and, when combined with 
the Northeaſt witids, ate "ſometimes knoten to deſttoy the graſs, 
and even the ſugar · cane, though it is ond of the hardioſt platt in 
America. The parts on this ſide, wich have been well vlehred of 
wood,” and the ſtumps burnt to the rot, preſerve a fine ſou of na- 
tural graſs, wluch is jouger or ſhorter, according to the goodack or 
poverty of the ſuil· Timber: trees do not oſten te · genordte in. theſe 


over · run ' with) goava-bulhes, propagated by the birds dn other 


theſe,” howeyer; are much calicr eradicated? than the opopitax, ca- 
ſhaw, and logwood, which encbmber tlie Scutb gde f yet the ſu- 
perior yielding: of the South fide land makeb ſome iments for the 
inceflant dare and labour requiſite to mainthin lin proper order. 


and ſmalber ſtreums. During the rainy ſeaſons, traveling is ex- 
tremely dangerous t: every gulley is then ſwoln into a 'river'y and 
the water ruſhes/down ſo violently, as to Carry all before it: ſo that 
many perſons, who have ventured in a wheel-carriage upon per- 
ceivitig no riſe of water, and imagining no danger, have been fur- 
prized all at once, before. thay have got half-over, with a ſudden 
flood coming upon them, with fach impstuoſity, that they have 
been obliged to put on their horſes at full-gallop, and natrowly 
eſcaped drowning before they could reach the oppoſite bank. The 
rivers at theſe times are loaded with mud and ſand, Which add to 
their weight; and, the bottom being entirely conoealed from view, 
they are crofled'with great uncertainty; for, in the ſpace of 4 few 
hours, large holes are oſten worked in the uſual fordiug- place, or 
quick-fands formed, into which a horſe may plunge all on a ſudden 


derable 


derahlen\beights-3he rifle. has vere: little chance of ſafetn; a6, the 


depth se ane Jocrealings: and the. torrent impoſſible, t be 


ſtemmed; bus; Hoi cidt of baude Gov ect, Eni bn 
eee o most commonly; met wi gal broſſing the 
fene von and e bt where t 
9 freſhes 3/ hollow, being; Cc by the 
| cling of an eddyolimanm} is fled: with laoſe:. W 
pended, a6 it were in à tate of flvidity, and; prevented. by e 
ſtant agitgtign. of, xte rum uh ding and ſpttling Hp, 
by RR Reels . Woecs, balthough it way, 
bet 0 99 15 Never theleſs attended 
with very bappy affetts;1; Bs, Bot 30; mention the conveniency 
which the height of they fall; admits for the better taking up and 
ed . Pe yn” to mechanical uſes, the agitation they re- 


ing wa een 3» 10 effential to their being in a 
W el e of place, -xpxpoſe, than [to be Jes ex- 
baled by the ſolar ray 8c) they, conſequently; waſte) lels by the avapo- 
ration; whiah the heat of the atmoſphere.wopld other wife cauſe, and 
emit fewer ift, Which, if, 300,.capigus; Wang make a refidence 
in cheit neighbourkpad, conflartly dp ce besltb) ß 
We, mage shon About feventy. £apital;zivergitof which, ſeveral 
are navigable een to,.a-conderable diſtance from their 
months, en gapable, by, art aud labour, of being rendered 
lo, by, means of 9 | but..the-atamages.to; be gained by ſuch 
works would not. gompenſate for ſcs expence, in a country where 
the, plantations for the Gaple. commodity ore not in general remote 
from ſome ſhipping place and where cawtle are ;cafily bred;, os 
max he had cheap and in ſuffioient abundance to ſupport an inland 
Laie 9 a vr ung. $aung,fixteen puincipal, beſides thirty 

days, roadsjypr thipping-places, which ſhave good anchorage. The 

climate of the iſland is n many, if not in moſt, parts of it uudoubt- 

edly much altered from What it was at the-firſt Settlement by che 
Engliſh; That the ſeaſons are {6.15 
old indigo, ygts, moſt af which fre aid: have been; conſtructed 


by 1 Spaniards; and che ru of Eugli f ſbgareworks, akin . 
dun 
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Junction aprt: 


gem cocks. and,other, obſtacles is one great means f pre- 
+» Befides, the deleriry of their - 


„from the number ot 
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3 66h&WHhSAHL, herd it is: H/ AipüſnbIe te 
ewittvare thew'p D ie Ulearitg of the mbun- 
tainous tracts has much contributed to e rüne n- and ib is fea. 
tohable f to icegim d, that t üben dees proſent keatrhfalnes; 
intact ent eb luft es thus Küste. ran the Bike reafor it may here. 
aner Wappen that che ja lat fat ent WIRE Surly coaſt} which were 
the fis NN chatten Har; urb e deſteutelof regular ke wht 
therefor Vhobiterared) and dltrted, Will by the new growth of 
thick woods bechinÞ eſbuBits of ihiiiwholefomenchs,! Iwa country 
o rpc Son rg rofl 
6 alit s, ing pet td places; two 
mA ann fr DtRr o where tlie 'ferfa t and 
oe Antes MWiadraticiop Mom the ſcaccdaſt to- 
wards tlie #0htains; EveHNme produces's ſtrifible change toward; 
a ver temperatures Pand;! after arrivigg amböng- the mountains, 
chere is felder ahh "compli eee Henk In the 
moitith of: Auguſt, and in chef cvetiitig of © day cchat Wass vhought 
exceſſive ly ee e Towhinds/ 1 have fund's fire vtryl com- 
fortabile i PeQro's Cockpits;"H'9e Anne. On the Temimit' of Guy's 
Hill, Motte Diablo, Catpthter's Mountains,” and othefb, I never ex- 
perienced a tiosblblöimt heat Everp ät nodu nee ſin: 
The ſea-coaſt i Nee racked l is ĩrr auc is more 
or leſs hat accονAg bit lg more Tefs 6 dee perflation 
of the"{ei-breeze.” The greateſt degree Nad 0d 


tas futely; T'believe,” excedth ſeventycſive on Palirer 


moun- 


it's Tale; 
but the general ſtation of "the'thermomierer there is? u 


ſxty-nine or ſeventy.” The North-ſide of tlie ifland is in-general 
ooo pleaſant; aud very BeMthy;> except: on the flatf 10% parts 
bordering upon the cot, The Ciffertnce'df'"atitioſpticre dere from 
che South ſide is very evident from the leſs power of *the fun in for- 
warding mätürity, The eanes on the Sen fide ate Ape and fit 
to cht in the beginning bf January: des che Nd Gde Steps do 
not commence? till about the latter end of March, or! ſbmetimes 
later. The gfenter frequency" of rainy and efouditefs of the at- 
moſpliere, with other-corteſponding cauſes, obſtruct the ſolar in- 
fluence, retard end prbveiit the canes from coming 
N maturity. It is likewiſe to'be'conſidered, that, When the 

7 | ſun 
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ER movibg in the Sourxhern tröpie, tho mountains aſt Fl Shade 
over'a very large tract of this fide of the country, till he has attained 
to ſome height above the horizoul; and this is repeated before he, ſets : ; 
ſorhatthbe parts Have not near. fo mych.of. his gehlol warmth as 

theiFoppbſites in the Southern diſtricts „Soy the altitude, of. " he. los 
Mountains cauſes, every. morning docingqhe hotter months, a very 
reeable made to 40 arge, part of I. gudngs, ſirttching, Weſtward 
\theiv foot. At ſuth times of the yeas324ht fan's; dilk con- 
jun) unperceived: by the inhabitants; ba;thatpartfar-a.confiderable 
nme z the-view: of it being intereeptedsby. that immenſe wall of 
high land. is From this variety{-ob.glunate! it abſt appear, that beat 
and cold are here entirely Jonal and re latite dalle pending on tuation, 
whether low and level ground, or elevated and muntainous,; , on 
the} propinquity or diſtabes of bills, zopencato a; fre current of air, 
or barricadoed round; deep yales encircled by hülls, being liable to 
eollect the heat! as it were intb a focus, and in ſome degree ſereened 
from a ſteddy wind ; - ol iuhe | nature or the ſoil, whether clay, ſand, 
marſhy} chalk; or marle, :«dckyor. other miiures This ſhews 
the abſUrdity' of Tonitying/an idea df the climate of auy country in 
general, by @ deſcription! which-3s/only! applicable: to certain parts of 
it. "PThe-breadth/of: the iſland, and gteat elevation of the moun- 
tainous [ridges towards its centte, give it advantages that none of 
the ſtnaller iſles poſſeſs( The atmubſpliere, being much heated and 
rarified nearthe ſealtoalt duflug the day-tune,: is, according to the 
obvious laws of dae ckeln by ab denſer-air..bf the moun- 
tains,” which ruſhes in conſtant 'ſtrearns from fun-ſet till an hour or 
two after ſun . riſe; whence it happens, that every part of the coaſt 
is ventilsted by this land-Wind, as ät is called, flowing towards all 
ther pointsef the comp aud that, in the middle of the moun- 
tenbus region! there d often no ſenũtble motion af the air, though 
at the very ſame time freſh land- bre 0 proceeding from that 
quarter, is felt by e on t he Winde near the coaſt, 
and on both £the iladd. Kl als * | 
This wind is not only! . 8 . but baby far 
litary;'by preventing [the/ſtagration which muſt: otherwiſe happen 
over thei heated! parts, aſtev the'departyre and previous to the” return 
of f the e leabree zei and it is alſo. etromely Gbſkrvient to navigation, 


by 
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bp ebrepiatg Habe gd ved Bosc Fern herber mugditbe ind: 
from fiwſt of Heh thoy-oan@ tir z hüllt che d- breche iis blow. 
ing. It Leitiunen ein the.appuencl of the ſea-brecze;, whith;cas it 
gatlicrs/trength;2dvercomer- che lakcurteat : tfle antqr vag | 
che dying lay ehe ont, aiidtheifentible3mpulic of the; other, 
is commonych few: milyuges duration, 7 but the feachreeze: 19: felt 
tuch [406ndt2 ky The hightagls then beloch In fast, theldetural 
caſe, Winheaſta-biteze-ic, perhaps; -allo the nAturabeauls/bf the 
land; tlie air teme ales truggling) to maintain aw gquilihrium, 
When thheretere the ita - biete Safes, we finda land-bireoze necel- 
forily ie, ite ew, Aichi blows [gently or with Vinberite, ceordnig 
as the/ lows parts:of the ita adjacent tothe ſen are mort. or leſs 
heated: Gäptiy is everything) in all climates and chuntles, pegu- 
| lated'by' che Rared-laws'ofithat waerting and Stehtal Wildam which 
" We ilspropptiyicall'Narure-!-45 15.50; 7 259b. ; Digg [ Bbg 400 10 
| -Forithemaplt part (the:dea-breeze' Jets in upon the Eaſternmoſt 
point of che iſlatid, . lietwedn ſerenand gighto'clogk id Rhe gnocn: 
ig, teaching Kingſton aboud cagbt 7 but ebene ate fünay and free 
quent veriattous zu this reſpedt r far (1 hen theo North:tafters a0 
gaining Stound, 8! arrives: fomotimes/ah, howrcorltWe Pakets and 
the like near the approach of the rainy ſeaſons inp0Maycend QQober, 
at which times are frequent calms, and light. airs, occalioded by. the 
hitting of the wind z anch tlg heat 5s! thenzrabre feoffibly! felt and 
oppreflize, becauſe. thete is then a moiſtute Inô the pumolphere, that 


4 


| occaſions relaxat ion and AUngucr, not felt, atather) times. The 
general ſtate of heat ing the lowlands is very tolerable : enlivening, 
not ſmothering, the ſpirits, like ſame of the ſuffocating days in the 
Northern ſummers: Ia the month of Jagel tha! ſegebxeeze blows 
violently for | fore time night and day, with liatle or n- intermiſ- 
ion. The hotteſt hours of the day are from unh to; our o:clock 
in the''afteryoow3-but many £ircutnſtarices bappeactd alleviate it. 
The ſun not continuing. the longeſt days mere than thirteen hovrs 
above the horizon, and night following .a,.very:!ſhott, eræpuſculun, 
tte night is nearly equal to the day at ſuch ſeaſons, And, affords the 
earth a ſufficient reſpite for growing cool he forei tho. hext returning 
day. This length of the nights gives, during ithe [greater,part of 
the year, a certain elaſtibity; to the air, which enliveus and invigo 
16 | 3 | rates. 
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ook i en Ar. =” 
crates?" Abo tlie dawn of ta e dle this is 
the tine Tor Veaturable* Wel th ib general taken Hers ere 


ther lin wheel: -cltriages or dn Hotſe back; 25 the latter is preferred 
in the "mornin; for Which the ia fbant have” excellent | pacers; 


whoſ&ealy- analy well fared tö the Uimate." I fp. ak chien of 


the trol Intiftafits: Who ate Ittwited to this" holefomme recreation 
by eth Helge Kitt) of The" morſigs aid Spenings! They 
who rendÞ int the Goa, Cem guat TndifSrebr'to all Howes of 
the day; ant travel Sm place to place,” or ride about their plan- 
carions, "without 3 An 25 of Re" th the Hotter months, it 
18 Ufa to RAE eidudg 1 mis hentns about noon, 
wicht K very contra rekt to aft che Frier Within the 
fins 6f WF ald lat Vier thles, aftef a rant öf dle or two hours, 
they wee aten over the Wilts At reidePthe afternoons there 


extrernly * ſerene 115 faint, Wen an) Confiderible' thunder 


happens ih the mountains," (rs has ſucht effect on tlie atmo- 
CHLOE 8 degrees“ 0 lde the ſea⸗brecze: the Vapours then 
take {heir arſe abrofs the J Wlands towärds the "Yea Without in- 
eee Pe del Ih&wers, möre tre qbently bot, but 


an caſting. 4 ell Ger them. Ts althött SIGH tha pens 
aut the "moths" of MOM in 6s f, except when the 70 


st Bows: with 16 m 


thermometer ſeyeral degrees. Aster thinder mowers, whether in 
the mountains. or 'l, Wande, there“ is frequently obſerved a miſt 


ſpread' through the higher Tegidh, of ſcien denſity to hide the 
ſun's di; Which produces” the' "Mike cofiſequence le]. From the 


beginning af November tim March, tlie ca- breeze is very irregular, 


ſometimes caſing ing entirely for x fortnight. or three weeks, but is 
Northerly ot veering from N. E. to N. N. W. 


ſucceeded b 
always, coldeſt sie more they kecede towards the Weſt, Theſe 


winds generally | comme on With ſome fury, and often attenided with 


rain, eſpecially on tlie North ade; but, unleſs the rains are un- 


Ti Fl 


[+] I have Lara the Be rn ts hoppes diaieg « tral CUE of tho fro. 
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fRrefpth? 7 i Con ie che clouds and 
rain to e e but at ſuch times the freſhneſs 
of the wind makes a leket ths" lefs "neceflary'; the interpoſition 
of a Clotided® [tipeie beckons an almdſt immediate and very 
ſenſible; change i in the teinperatüre of the air, fo as even to fink the 
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commonly; heavy, and. wind violent, they rarely, paſs the, mountains, 
or, produce, any other: thay; tranſient | driz2ling ſhowets on the 
South fide.; The air at this ſeaſon / of the year, being thus tem. 
peted, is exceedingly agreeable; the elements ſeem huſhed into 
a ſtate of tranquillity; every day from its r the 
vemal ſeaſon of Eugland, only improved with a more, Folivening 
Woarmth ; perhaps, it is then more like the climate of Brafil, * ſaid 


to be the moſt delightful 1 in the world. Aged 2 on coming 
bither find:themſelves renewed as it were im youth ; their. exhauſted 


vellcls fill again; the wrinkles become leſs: ieee; _and the 
emaciated form. of, their, bodies: is changed to plumpneſs. if ld 
chink it far more adviſtable here to bold an annuity on - fixty than 
ſuteen. Old age contracts the fibres : this elimate relaxes; the 
foods peculiar to it nourih much, and ate of eaſy digeſtion ; and 
the weather not ſubject to ſudden and violent changes. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances prove: mare or leſs. favourable to perſons. adyanced 1 in 
ears, and may ſerve. to account ſor the „ they, un- 
dergo from decrepitudeito. vigour; ae well 8s for the lobgevity ob- 
ſervable here of thoſe who haye paſſed; about the age of fifty, and 
do not labour under any inveterate 'chronic- diſprder. © A. free and 
0 ADD ,and the Wien 0 1 Hoy uz tubes 


fore their: 15 never. ſhewed wy e of e 
ſprightlineſs. To this viracity we may attribute thoſe ſingular 
turns of mind and eccentric flights remarked of many Weſt-In- 
dians, which provoke the wonder or the mirth of ſedater perſons 
in Britain. The gay ſcenes of nature too, almoſt inceſſantly pre- 
ſented here to view, may probably conduce to a livelineſs of ima- 


gination and temper. The cane · pieces too, which ſpread through 
the vales, and climb the hills till they blend with the deep-green 
foreſts, enliven every where the view with tints unſpeakably beau- 
tiful,, When firſt, plauted, the face of the ground wears the ap- 
pearauce of the plougbed land in England; afterwards, as the 
young plants ſpring up, it aſſumes. a delicately light verdure; in 
TSS l * their 
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time of 
2 5 3 you S of. all n the büth ae like reapers, 
arm ed with bills. inſtead. of ſickles to cut the ripened ſtems; aud 
teams of. oxen. in the field, to bring the treaſure home; whilſt the 
labourers cheat their toil with rude ſongs, © or whiſtle in wild chorus 
their unpoliſhed melody. Before the diſcovery of America, the 
romantie genius of, a poet alone could expatiate on ſome Utopian 
land, Pelle with--peretipial) verdure and unfading ſpring. In 
Jamaica, we find the idea realized; although the face of. nature un- 
dergoes a very viſible alteration, here once a year, in the autumnal 
ſeaſon ie]; 3, at. which time the deciduous trees ſhed their foliage; 
ge of dreſs/is, ſo expeditiouſly performed, that, whilſt 
the ol guens are dropping off, the 1 new and more elegant attire 
i OOO d to view, the buds ſhoot out, the blofloms unfold, the 
W. tufgid, the ſeed- veſſels unlock their cells, and pour 
4 chi uſtible treafure. Every + month i in the year pre- 
Ks a freſh collation « of various eg and ſome renne are to be 
8 e of Pt 3 xs 4 ray 
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1 or TI 15 
IN Wet ieee Gidatel, near the ee N . little or 
no diverſty of ſeaſons ſimilar to what prevails in the higher lati- 
tudes. The ſummer, as they call it, is diſtin ſhed from the reſt 
of the year only. by. drier weather and greater heat; and the winter, 
nd violent. rains. On be from hence, either to- 
wards the North or South poles, there are obſerved to be gradual 
deviations from this ſtate of weather, until we arrive at thoſe lati- 
tudes where. tlie year is naturally divided ihto ſpring, ſummer, au- 
tumn, and winter. In Jamaica ſome flight rudiments may be per- 
ceived of this quadrature. In the beginning of January are gene- 
rally expected about five or ſix days of moderate ſhowery weather; 
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cauſe "theſe temp e babe fallen within that 74 9 Ti : 
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other of the Sands, or in the track of Home 
croſſing the Atlantic, 1 The laſt violent one Known in Je b via 


to deſerve the name. And. if we conh der, that, Fey 75 theſe one 


hundred, and ſeventeen years DNS in _why ch this illand h 15 5 


of theſe, ſtorms. T are on e Ne * 
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| 995 
two cart Jakes Fo attended F t 18 not be 
h 122 {71 5 la Ait! he . 
ſaid to have been often Vite 905 "the e Ca amitic Eel 


from their firſt ſettledent in 16 55 te to 15 9, Ape vo thit 
years, "never Were afflicted” Wah a 0 thele e 


had any veſſel been Toft or caſt-away W . "th e coaſt: 0 there 


8 47 [13 $4 204 , 
were three very furiou 8 hurricanes Fo At time at. k 1 9 


ward Caribbee-iſland on From O OKober t 5 0 Janyaryy the > North-ea 


wind chiefly prevalling, the weather, 57 ſerene and p 0 ab 1 
continues till April or ay On th North ide che wt land the 
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dimate andiſeaſons; ars bery different (lt being, dry weather in ge- 
neral on this fades! vrhen there is rain on the South, ſide; and bice 
verd. Although the rains in this diſtrict! do not fall ſo heavily,-and- 
in duchiztorrents, as or the-Sbath. fide; ut ir chas/a lajger ſupply of 
wetg bud diſtributed: iv imallet and more frequent/thokets during 
great part of thezyear! chanel ad (poken>of its grrater co. 
parativecqolneſs,;candicthe cha ard of yogetationn obierved 
here iche ſtrains he planters From begiüning their crop until 
the! South · ſide planters have: half fniſed their. a the other 
hand, ho wens andeeven/rormubeayy! rauwis:ofedn' fall om the moun- 
tals) ahilſt che h hams abe parthetff m Hhavel not a drop; the 
vapours are Han toward; the highlands, and there accumulated 
and confind hy abb pur of thera- breczb, ſettiug in pci the 
North and Somit h GH at one and the ſane time; 1every bay; inlet, 
and promontoxy, ſerve as ſo many in-draughts and eonductors. 

When this av ind is rong, it ſeffectually prevents tlie rain from ex- 
pandiug ver bes! country» adjacent: to the. coaſt;:. the: 
congeriebgf., cloud paſſds frum Eaſt to Weſt with their rain along 
the: high: tidges-the; whole: dength of the ian; and in the wet 


montlis·¶ have known them por away: their contents with ſuch. 
violente as ita inereaſe the water of a large tnountain river thirty 


perpend in lar cet evrentyvfour hours. Jn: the month of No- 
vemben, during which he Nanih bldwowith-ſome impetuoſity, the 
caſhou and idpeucb troes {bed theiroald; leaves, like our 
Engliſha tren in Ober Thel other trees, 5 be ranked 
amomngithe evertgreens, retain their foliage or, if any fall, the ſuc- 
ceſſomof nexy ones ig fh qy ole that (the, te ſhů leabes are only to be 
daneben e fainteppbpaler gie, Which, combined with the 
cepgritint-gf che. plder, ones. igt aHã almoſt, pleaſing: effect, more 
02 0 ifs a the am time, the, mee/ig;flifclofing ſome remains of 
fruit iſtillcundgeny ed. Was I, t6divide theſycar dyſtematically into 
parts for; the; South fide. of. this gland, I iauld dedieate the months: 
of Novembers. Degembers2Jaypary .. Feblyary, March, and April, 
_ tothe ſpring : to che umme r; JIſhguld ald May, June; July, and 
Auguſt; and aſſign to winter the months bf. Septembe and October. 
I could. find no room for autumn, ſinge Pamona: holds, during the 
whole gente tha cornucopia of various fruits, ſome ripened, wk 
| in. 
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tte Northern tropic 'and thus both together - may vyits-to generate 
a dry febrile heat, and noxious fermentations in the human body. 


e. + 1 J IND A o 
in pragreſban 407 mj, Omthe North ide my dis iſton bald 
quadrate mot withothe! Northern clanates;2for hete Emuſt admit: 
winter to exereiſ bis; reigtt frim October to March; in which pace, 
ivſtedd of froſt din u., the deni dat From? his ſtores toy this. re- 
gion, cold Noitheily winds clouded fies, and watery deluges.. 
The approach of tbe Notths / ia kiown/bn the South ide: by lebe 
collection of wärcem brooding on ne koennt nrx morning 
alid- evening Wheticthe wind blows: ſufficientiy ſtrong 0 detach 


them fram their ſeat, they ard then perct ived to hurry from the 
mountaius tothe'Southwards;-the: clouds» they fotm are ſmall, re- 


markably opaque for the moſtſ pat, and in ſcattered bödiesg whilſt 
others are tinged-with a faint red, or lively, whits.; In; February 
and March theſe: winds art ſumetimes f fevers and 
belly -ake. Foropeans ner arrived ard generally fond of theſe 

winds for their coolneſs; aud embrace them with. open arms and 
open hoſoms. But they frequently operate like the North Eaſters 


in England, thutting up the pores; and obſtruckirig perſpiration, 
that fountain of health in hot countries whilſt; the tum ſtill darts 


his «rays! with/increaſing activity and feryoury as he tehds towards! 


_ It-is/for this bad quality, that the natives:who have-never been ou. 
of the iſland ate hot vety fond of the North when violens;)and 
take necef{ary precautions to keep up a due perſpiration by wartner 
cloathing; and by not expoſing thetaſelves to them iu the evening. 
But any evil effects from theſe winds muſt be chiefly roſtricted to 
the South fide,” which receives them after paſſing acroſs" the country 
overa large extent of moumta ius and woods; from 'which>they, are 
thought to bring down a large portion of unwholeſome vapours. 
At the North fide, upon which they ſet immediately from the ſea, 
they feel more open, and of à healthy keenneſs, which becäſiens 
no inconveiiience to the inhabitants of that fide; but is rather held 


to be ſalubrious. They produce on the South ſide ſomewhat like 


the effects of an European winter, not only on the leaves of trees 
and plants before noticed, but on the earth; on animals, and other 


ſubjects. I have known the roads on the South ſide, though ex- 


tremely wet and muddy from a * ſeaſon of rain immediately 
| 174 7 N before, 
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before; grow: dey, and. firm on the ſurface: not many hours after the ! 

furt ee ee Norths, and very ſoon duſty. The like drying 5 

effect may be obſerved in regard to the unuſual ſbrinking of doors, 
Ne ri ciara pre; not 1 FORE ated * 
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be pi on 1 1 e boy nl A 14 7 poor — of 

r. blood, is 2 certajn.indicatian of obſtructed paces, and à high 
Se . ai return af the ſea· breeze, ot trade · wind. and 
warter weather, They exchange their heayy covering for one more 
fine and; fleck, aud with it get rid of the ſymptoms: before: men- 
tioned. The hair of ſheep, goats, cattle, and other animals, ex- 
poſed night and day to the air, I have likewiſe, obſerved to be longer 
and thicker-ſet, at this time. of the year than in, the hot months. 
All which: are eyident proofs. of. . a very great difference! in the ſtate 
of the, air between one part of the year and another. Reaſouing 
from.theſe cifefs, and.applying.our.conclufons to che human body, 
it ſeems /probable; that, during the hot months, the blood, is de- 
prived,. by a continual jreck. of perſpiration, of much of its ſerous, 
watery; parts, andi conſequentiy becomes thick, grumous, and viſeid; 
nor does; the plentiful dilation. at this ſeaſon, perhaps, ſupply the 
waſte; occaſioned by this inceflant elimination of the. thinner fluids 
by the pores and other outlets. In the conler months, the pores 
being cloſed by the Norths, the perſpiration i is. greatly. diminiſhed,, 
and the blood in à more diluted: ftate.. Now, as bleedipg drains 
away the ſerous part of the blood, it ae n to conclude, that 
the lancet may be uſed wirh good eff effet in fevers. occaſioned by the. 
Norths, but very cautiouſly handled durihg the hot months. Ex- 
perience juſtiſies this practice. The blood, in the hot ſeaſon of the 
year, ſhews a tendency, to putrefaction. The fevers then. prevailing 
are generally rendered mortal in this climate by copious veneſection. 
The moſt experienced aud moſt ſucceſsful phyficians in the country 
endeavour to cool, dilute, and, attenuate the blood, and then;admi- 
niſter; the bark: but Practitioner newly : arrived. from: tei, and 
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5 ny 1 wind, whether breeze or North, ſets in with a teddy 


"Al ils YEA att WAR ory e ter ic Mc BEE elite, 
2 ef hoe We lde With the- Taticet at Aar e f the 
yedx 105 4 5 7 criminal. 45 to murder the p patient. 
— nezvy "Hind, WHICH" Tir tlie Tealors'art tar) ock an in 
a October, ſeem to owe their origin entirely to the thifting 
e froth N Eito 8. or- If Fin the Forterwönth, and 
5 BING 3 N E ie ehe ladet *Dickig ans convention 
this fight Airs, Winch then gently agitate, are 
— — * by Which means the. vepoufs ee 
in e fig elle Res, 4d Secur dated roth all points, 
a dhe Force bf tie wictorioug carrent;” ales vided" frft, 
dente, aridinipels Brem "down! 1 1 8 KP irtegölarhy of 
the ſealbllis Br filure ofthein in May; 1 Apprehetid, is to BY bed 
c att unufdak Reblenelsandiſhort! oth Goof" Notte 
cular cats, às Well as to the boni, ahd p- —/ on of 
che eu- bicehb in thöle years; by Which nean cu vapoits!'are not 
ſuffetecd td Aeättiulates bur are contiftuaklyiürtten on, ore kong 


Wo ic preceding the Hhitty” ſeffoti; it aþprodel Raithotnccd 
by ſeveral PiogioNiits: *"Obriiarrons "of "ligheritti ire feed! thwards 
night in all patts. of the Hortzon, though bot a cloud then percrp. 
able: at bother times, thunder: clouds Are obſetved tö continue ho- 
vering near the fs, ot over the thountattisy: #1d'the ſeitſt il lations 
of 4 faiht lightning playithy'routd thei” Sdges sun, in a 
thouſand different tes and directions, dufint altnbſt the whole 
night. As che {eaforr driws neafer, 2 bisch ant of vapors is be- 
held, for ſeverat days, rifing'a' few degrees above che Scbthern ho- 
rizon. The ſea- breeze at this time is light and Auttring In a 
few days time the rin comes on, uſhered! in with ſttong 5 of 
wind, ante Allow tiiünser dt te ad Nothing Can be ore awful 
and majeſtic than the flow and ſolemn Ach anne 6f theſe gloomy 
vapours, Wich darken the air; and obſcure the ſun for Keen days. 
The thunder is ſoon! Glenced ; and then the raiti; after ſpending its 
fury 1 in cataraQs (for I cannot call chem ſhowers), drops ſoftly down 
in a kind of drizzle during the remainder of the ſeaſon; The rain 
goes off generally as it came on with ſbme thunder; after which, 


cur rent. 
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current. Tie in thus puriſied and reſtored to its elaſticity, is 
then inexprefhibly agreeable; the ſug reſumes his accuſtomediſplen- 

dor; and all nature ſeems enlivened. Lightning andkethunder, 
though frequent here, are not very- miſchie vous: m the 
beginning. of November to the middle of. April-there, md rarely 
any on gthe. South ſide; but, for two or three weeks pre- 
ceding the May rains, and accaſionally during the fi ſuc- 
ceeding | months; ; they happen often, particularly in the moun- 
tains. At Kingſton they ate uncommon; more frequent at Spaniſſi 
Town; and ſeldam violent in the lo lands In the dec ward part 
of the iſland-theꝝ are moſt frequent and moſt violent; for the whole 
maſs of vapours, Uriven- along the - range of mountains from Eaſt 
to Welt by the ſea · breene, is here collected into an heap ànd, if 
the clouds are obſtructed by the dying - away of the bretze' towards 
evening, and arcontrary-eurrent. ſpringing up from the. MWeſtward, 
which ofter happens, they are preeipitated here in copious ſhowers. 
I have-ofter-remarked that clouds, which, if not impeded in their 
progreſs, would probably Have paſſed ſilently away, have, on the 


repulſion of d 'cotitrary"ſtreat 1 fol ſome time, 
grown! deiifer, ard their broke with [Sc lofions' and heav y 


, ng) e e ume Fergie rigs 
att er the world, oF the'effetoproduced by lightning, bas juſtified 
rid*corroboraved4 the 'Rigetttous? Pr. Pronklin's theory and experi- 


- 


ments. It evsty year defiroys many trees in the woods, and par- 
ticulatiy the eo hn cabbagettrees, multitudes of which riſe from 
eighty to one hundred feet in height; and from their top ſprings 
upwards the ſpaths, or ſheath, tapering to a fine point, and adapted 
to atttucklon. Theſe" trees muy therefore be regarded as ſo many 
natural conductors of the elestrie Auid;/-and/ for this reaſon ought, 
not to be planted too contigubus to\buildings. / By a - meaſurement 
taken of the quantity of rain” which fell in the pariſ of Weſt⸗ 
moreland in 1767, che whole amounted to 63 inches and about 4 of 


_— * 7 „ N ” £4 0 , 1 mn 2 
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2117, 010 34h eee lh oolt belieg. Total Inches 03035 
The. ſmalleſt quantity therefore, fell in January, : February, 
March, and; Jung and the latgeſt, in April, May, Auguſt, and 
Septembeß, Ig ouſt, be..xenaarked, thay chis is, 40. He taken 2s, 4 

ſtandard- table of the gresteſt quantity of rain that fell in the. Hand, 

Weſtmoreland being CRT ong of the: wetteſt, pariſhes.,, I have 
vo table for the drier pariſhes, from whenge to forma medium; 

but 1 think the ertet cannot be.great, A we tale two thirds as 
a medium for the whale iſland. Mr. Muſchenbrock. found, by ex- 
periments. during ten yearss that the height; of rain. at Utrecht, in 
that.time was at g medium twenty-four inches. „The medium. of 
rain therefore in One year at Jamaica is. Three fourths-more, than the 
rain during the {ane ſpace at Utrecht. At Surinam, the greateſt 
quantity was obſegyed. toifall zn, April, May, June, aud July; at 


Bengal, from June te October; , at. Carthagena and Porto Bello, 
from April to the middle of December; during which there is at 


thoſe places a ſucceſſion of rain and tempeſts. The climate of Ja- 
maica ſeems, from theſe obſervations, to. differ materially with 
thoſe parts of the world. On the longeſt day the ſun riſes, about 
thirty minutes after five, and ſets about thirty minutes after ſix; 


en the fharteſt, it riſes about thirty minutes after ſix, and fets 
about 
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; sd eee een ene Be longeſt day is therefoto about 
tliirteen Hout the ſhorteſt about eleyen q the twilight may be 
eſtimated thus thirty: minutes after i ſun · ſet to the appearance of 
ſtars oſ then fit magnitude v an near as mueh from this point of 
time to tlie generil eunſtar f ſtara; vor the nights uſual obſcurity. 
Thesifirſt/tappeanitice ar dawn of che day is _an.arched belt, Which 
gradudliy;>wihdatis; and: tlie fnocning dre puſele is: about ouc hour 
and an half from the firſt glimmering to don · tiſe. i Fromithe firſt 
dai of che morting to abqut eigiit o clock, and from half an hour 
befofe ſun: ſetito che encbof eveiling-twilighty is the. moſt agrecable 
tim6iof Ergee for dhe tdw inhabitants this allow full five hours 
to exereiße abroad for Healti'or pleaſure, on the longeſt and hott 
days.“ Nhe moftmings are ſerene, cool, and very. pleafaets In the 
afterndons, the ſun ĩs nd Doe dipped, than a ſenſihle change in 
the ait to coolheſs is ĩmmediately felt: which is increaſed with the 
evening by the gentle fanning of the land-wind. This coolueſs, 
however,” is not ſo diſprportionate as to be unwholetorc.: The 
nights are ever clotdy;om the Southside, except during the rainy 
ſeaſons g and rarely on ithe Non: Wen the ſus is retired, the 
clouds fooh move away; und ſhortly diſappear; below the horizon, 
or 'waſte- inte the attöclphere. The beautiful azyre, canopy then 
opens to view, added: with firmumerable )twinkliog, otbs: tlie 
moonlight nigbts ate pitrticitarly fie, ! the clearneis 99 7 æther 
aſliſting her luſtre, and conſtituting her the parent igf At; ſecond 
day; which, though lefg daz zling tothe eye, is, from its apa 
coolneſs; aud placidity, more grateful to the mind, and ſoothing to 
the ſpitits, than the ſplendid irraqlations of the ſovereign luminary. 
In the moofi' s abſence; her füneridn ist hot ill: ſupplied by the 


britzhtnels of che milky wa (whietvip mis part of the world, is 
tranſcenderitly beautiful); and 


{that}, glorious. planet Venus, 
which appeats here like à little oon, and glitters with fo 
refulgent i beam, as to caſt a fade fiom trees,, buildings, aud 
other -objetts: 40 that the nights are vely ſeldom. io, optgure if 
to puzzle ee e 2 DI22 .do $2097; ib s ei ect izt 2101 
No object of cbatote; 1 think, can be more plegſigg- and and Peu, 
reſque, than the appeatance of; the heavens about ſunz iet, at the 
cloſe of almoſt every days when. tha majeſlig orb ſeems: perched 
bb 2 Or 
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Weder bs ric Nat a mou cliquitaference is di. 
Altec 5 the if -atvd Beres Getained in vid ev by the 
refruston of rays, it looks as if teſting me munen from its ca- 
rect; and d ſuſpence before its departura 2 on arſuldden-it vaniſhes, 
_ kbving'@ trail of ſplendor aloſt, hic ſtrenias theiclguds, accord. 
235 8 weir different pofitious auf dikanbeab with thmoſt lovely 
13 An tints that the happieſt funcyb can imagine. I have 
_ ſta — oecaſions, fot ſome capital patutef, with 
at hand, to copy: from ſo perfect and ele. 
a eee Seenes of this kind weve frequently enhibited 
Rete that they cee to attract iche admiration of dh inhabitants 
in ener for noveltzes are apt; 0 rilts:the eyclmuch more than 
te Holt desotiful ute tte, eonftentiy sen: Vet Mr hemgb Dau- 
Vins, well-known for his taſte and endowments, after having wi · 
fitdd the tmoſt celebrated eountriet of the Eaſt, uſed 10 declare, 
chat he thobght this“ Rand one Wyckbe:lovelicihyſpate He had ever 
beheld. Nor do 1 think him partial w c¹ MH cum in this teſti- 
Mony of approbativre; for the gentlenitw of this iftand are not ac. 
cuſed bf "entertaining! ſuch prejudices ; and other traveled con- 
r 
1 Ras Feen i Enſtble remark, chat che lter hüte ſuocbſHOn of the 
mori ads chehirg breeresf and the eabef Forte with which the 
alt is agreated the We Indies than in Kurope, ſeem tc be gra- 
ci6ns 'difpetifations'of the Nuler of the univerſe, ihdifpenſably ne- 
vella 0 for" nating v Rated ati frecqueht return Gf chat : cool 
temperature, Whoſe effecti are ſo ſalutary, chat the plague, the mot 
be dll wifttatte hs newer h¹as bebm knoten in thoſg climates. 
Ihe heat ff chis ifland- is ſd mitigated with almoſt unremitted 
Prediks fro fen or lauch, and interpoling clouds, 4s to be ſoldom 
| . che cheimometer ever riſs bote to chat 
Height ät any time f the year, that it is found: to do in countries 
much further removed towards the North. In the South fide low- 
lands it 18 Very rarely ſo. high as ninery degrees; buramoh the South 
fide mountains there is a difference of fix to eight degrees in general 
colic ; add on the higher mountains and: North ſide ſtill much 
mort: The air in all parts is tematkably* IO to 
dhe _—_ and ſo equal in its Oe” that 1 rarely knew it vary | 
74 | more 


Carolina, which lies near fourteen degrees further Northwards, a 
thermometer (of Fahrenheit 's ſcale) was oblerved to riſe every yeat 
in the hot months to ninety - ſiu and ſometimes to one red, 


though kept in the ſhade, whete the air had free acceſs;! What is 
more inſupportable, the nights are then very little cooler than the 


days; and there is oſten à difference of twenty degrees in the 
ſpace. n few hours. In the momh of July, 1752, the'ther- 
mometer was obſerved for ſeveral days ſucceſiively to reach ninery+ 


nine and dne bundred degrees at Chaties town, in that prince 11 

80 % Ne Vork, which Bes fil further North, the thermometer 
is ſecqwantiz at this time off the year highas pinety-fix-and evenione I —- 
hundred. At Burat, im the Eaſt Indies, latitude 21 30% N. it has 


been known for two days together within doors at one hundred and 
five, or nine degrees above human heat. At 
Northern extremity of Guiney, latitude between 16 and 17. N. 
the heat, by an obſorvation in December, 1763, was at; ninety- 
three; and at Sierra Leon (N. latitude 70, at ninety-eight. 
Comparett therefore with theſe: obſervations, the heat of the cli- 
mate in Jamaica, during the hotteſt month, and in hotteſt 
parts of it,” will appear more tblerable than many have" ſuppoſed. 
The length of the nights, which are generally mild and cool, 
furniſhes another resſou why: the heat is at no time ſo violent and 


little deſcent of the ſun beneath the horizon, about Midſummer, 


atmoſphere is rendered ſd —_— as to make the 
heat very d reſſing to the human body. $911 212; BY. 01. 
Nor is. the climate of Jamaica ſubject to thals fades tranſitions 
from i ſevere heat to extreme cold, as in | ſome; places; South Caro- 
Shy for example; which, it is reaſonable; to tlünk, cannot fail of 
PO effects . to health. Even in the Northern 


| | provinces 
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——— in tlie year; except at the approach = 
bf aeavy guſt of wind during the rainy feaſon, when it ſunk about 
two inches in the lowlands; The heat is certainly far more tole- 
ruble in the hotteſt months than in Northern climates. In /South« 


Senegal, the moſt 
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melting as in thole more Northern countries, where, from the 3s 


there is ſcarcely any night at all, and conſequentſy but little reſpite 
from the ſunꝰs action. Add to this the want of. refreſhing winds 
at that ſeaſon of the year: and Ering the dog-days; by which 
means, | 


* __. JM wb An moan 4 
Provines of Nurth- America; Mr. K alen remarks; that-it- is al moſt 
auounheard- of thing, that a perſotr born there ſhould live to be 
eighty or ninety years of age; and he attributes it to theſe abrupt 
and violent changes. But in Jamaica this is fut from being un- 
common. Sir. Hans Sloane ſay that, when he trat there in 1688, 
he knew Blacks of one hundred and twenty years old and that 
one hundred y cars πMas | very; common among ſuch ef them as were 
temperate livers . In a ſmall tract, ging at) atcount'os;/this' iſland 
in he year-1747, mention is made of aGitvek inhabitant; ho was 
hen one hundred and thirteen Fears ald, and had lived ih the 
iſland great part of that time. I can reine cubet three white inha- 
bitants, each of whom exceeded one hundred years! I know others, 
no living, beyond ninety ; and, about five years ago, 1 fonverſcd 
weith a Negroe man, ho remembered perfectly well the great 
atthquake at Port Royal in 5692 ; and; by his acount, he could 
not have been much under eighteen or twenty when thät event 
happened. Theſe. perſons were not; às in Northern countries, de- 
erepid, or bed-ridden ; but lively, and able to ſtir: about, their appe- 
tite good, and their faculties: moderately ſound. The more uſual 
periods of liſe hete ate from fiſty to ſeventy-five or ciglity. Good 
<onflitutions, with an caly Mind, and a teaſonable care of health, 
will hold out for a ſutpriſing term: hay, many who, after being 
Vvety dehzuched in thelt youth, havb grown prudent and abſte- 
mious as they advanced in age, Have retained their vigour and 
health to ſeventy and eighty. Thie general equality of che climate, 
and the purity of the air, together with the great preſſure of che at- 
moſphiere, which ſometimes raiſes the barometer to near thirty-two 
inches 3/ all concur, one would ſuppoſe, in 'adapting it tö health, 
cChearfulneſs, and longevity.” One reaſon; 1 am perſuaded; muſt be 
given as the primary cauſe why theſe/art not more frequently the 
lot of the white inhabitants. In regard to the Europeans, it is not 
ſo much to be attributed to the change from a cold to a hot climate, 
aus to their unthinkingly perſiſting in thoſe habits of life to which 
ey were long uſed in Europe, and chuſe not to leave off, although 
by no meahs proper in the Weſt-Indies. And, in reſpect to the 
natives their fond ambition of imitating the manners of theſe Eu- 
ropeuns in Cry point, indiſcrimin ately, betrays them anto __ 
£32415 ôW— 7 oh} ; 0 an 
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| cuſtoms. The European keeps late hours at night; 
lounges a-bed jg tlie morning; ; gormandizes at dinner and ſupper 


and 


FF 


on loads of fleth,. fi , and id fruits ; loves s poignant ſauces; dilutes 
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with ale, 20ers punch, claret, and madeira, FT ly APES: 


all together; 1 ntigues this mode of, living till, by con Wan 
manuring his AA h with. ſuch an heterogeneous Forap oft, 


has laid the foundation fo for a r a plentiful crop of ailments, | ; Nor 5 
this portrait ſerpes for all of of them: there are many who act on a 


e rational plan; though almoſt,all tranſgreſs in ſome poin 


ther. who have attained. to .the greateſt a age here were 
7s ey 200 8 ak in general, inured to moderate 
ls and avoid lers of exceſs in eating... Thus much may 
arts © ome tranſient, idea of the climate. T1 propoſe in, 
the a to enlarge on this ſubje e ; a8 I confider it particularly i in- 
| 5 "to, all thole . who have, ze unden ＋ nn in che 
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* ALTHOU GH, it is not an caly. eaten to rate the, * of 
white inhabitants! in this iſland wich exactneſ, for went of the ne- 
ceſſary lights 3 v4 heips which only a commander: 1 in. chief cau 
well obtain, and which none that F'know:of- have'giveu themſelves 
the: trouble to obtain; it may be at leaſt eutious to trace this ſub- 
jet from "the infancy of the ſettisments to the-preſent time, by- 
the aſſiſtance of ſoeni details as Thhkye been able to procure, con- 
necting heit the progreſſiye increaſe of ſettlements in the dif- 
ferent ports of the iſlande I begin with the ſtate of population 
during tlje government of Sir Thomas Modiford;—viz. from i664. 
to 1671, che iſland then com prehending only twelve pariſies. 

In 16 58 there were ben four thouſand five hundred whites and! 
one- Vapor four hundred: Negroes ; but little or no progreſs. was; 


made in tanting, or furnithing articles tor an exportation to the. 
mother cot, until about the year W en 
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It may be, obſerved on this table, that, of the white perſons 
ſettled and reſident upon the iſland, the men were more than one 
half of the whole number; and that, allowing at the rate of one 
child to each woman, there were two hundred and ninety women 
who had no child. This over proportion of men to women, I am 
apt to think, has all along ſubſiſted- in the, land; and, . 40 r 
with the ſeyeral cauſes which tend to encourage celibacy, may be 
A principal reaſon aſſigned why this colony has not increaſed much 
in its population by inter- marriages of 6 ts whites. 

25811 % 81 Hintn 919563 294th; II-. Whites. 1 
8 #9 mow [dg cox its 36 Ann 230,30 in * | Uh. 
In 37344! according to 2, * e of to bi : 

_ the Jos of trade, in which ſome think it 7644, biste 

probable they were miſin formed. ! 
1739. White ſervants, 3360; and, taking g dn 2 

theſe as one third of the whole, che num 100 99 239 

hen Pad n 2 7 - re 00 
1746. aut im, . al? Ginge 143 112428, 
178624 . = | 0 MISTER b 266082 
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| Se to the above rate of pres 1 the] 17949, 1 366g 4 

whole number of white inhabitants was 

It is to be wiſhed, that we could obtain A more ea 1 1 
formed upon a eneral cenſus of the people: eſpecially as nothing 
is more practicable to a man in the higheſt office : but, for want 
of ſuch à ſcheme, I have been obliged to try various modes of cal- 
culation, and could not find upon the reſult that they reached to 
eighteen thouſand, men, women, and children. Taking it then 
for granted that this is near the truth, we may proceed, to a goers 
eſtimate; viz, _ -, 

Given number of ſettled and refident BIG inhabitants, 
at medium, — — — — 
Tranſients, o 1 unſettled whites, — — — 
W * ſeamen N at an ayerage, bop, 


17000 


_ * £ * %, 7 
94 P 14 1 1 8 


; ' a 4, — £25 4 3 4 _ | 20500 : 
5 & \-: 101119 85d k i3 a s 3 . , . 
Vol. I. e 4086, Annuitants 


Jin 


3758 11 A N gal * q 
anchioq ono 4 to nc olds? id n Brought oe 0500 
| 2000 


Antuitants and proprietors non-refident 1 — — 

900 ID 2: 1 9445 10 Zur a1 13 Datz 32 Out Hiofnw 21 0 
nend yomn bas bo ibaud ow7 5158 91907 nruow Aον,jñ n gd 
Maroon Negr bes iu the Free towns; about 15 — — 500 


Fee Blacks „ e end- 14 234 ps 9 7 
"Millar ics bait” e LL 
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_ Peautting the 17 Mulattoe- ſervants, there remain 165214 black 
Fervants; which number conſiſts of able men, able women, in- 
valids, boys, and gi I "tis found that the inen bays; girls, 

and invalids, \about'two-thirds'of the eoimplement upon 

moſt eſtates; adopt fore-this for a general ground, the 
whole number of aple black men · ſerrants i is about 5 5οοõ In 

ordet therefore to ſoſm a probable conjecture of the internal ba. 

lance of power betw free aud unfree in this ifland; | we may 
ſüppoſe about 6fie Ralf of the reſſdent whites; including ſoldiers, 

| ſeamen, and tranſients,” to be able or fencible” meñ; and” one third 
of the Maroons, free Blacks. and Molattoes: theſe will amount to 
about twelve thouſand ;* which, ; Rn oppoſed to fifty-five thou- 
ſand, the fencible unfree Hacks, the Proportion wil turn out as 
near five of the latter to be f "the former. But the effentiat dif- 
Ference between a ſmall body bf inen; diſciplined and ärmed, and 
a much larger body kept in ſabj6&ion and unarmed, ſeems greatly 
to overpoiſe the natural ſuperiority of tlie latter, and throws the 
weight of power into the hands of "thoſe who are enabled to main- 
tain it by forte of arms; hilft, the others being habituated from 
infaney to an uniform fyſtem of ſervitude and allegiance; cuſtom 
renders it a ſecond, nature, and adds much to the ſechrity of the 
leſſer number which holds them in ſubordination. The progreſſive 
population having been examined by ſuch lights as I have been able 
to procure, I come next in order to 6285 the progreſs of ſettlements. 

On this head, as on the other, 1 muſt confefs myſelf not ſuffici- 
ently informed to give a ſatis factory detail; and I may lament, but 
in vain, that want of curioſity, both in our governors and aſſem- 
blies, which has left us deſtitute of materials whereby we might 
imnveſtigate 
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inveſtigate and purſue a ſuje&-1o very eſſential as this is; for, to 
judge truly of the preſent ſtate f Approvement-in any colony] we 
ought to know its condition ficcaively from—its earlieſt eſtablliſn- 
ment. Having no better cr#eris to offer, the reader muſt be ſatisfied 
with this apology, and frame the beſt idea he cam from what follows, / 


In 1670, the iſland contained ſtvegt \ ſogar enSliap which: Ps 


duced one thouſand three huthdr&d 


nckebiſey⸗ ee togſhetids, of. 
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Clarendon. —— |. $8501 bu eg M-: 
St. Thomas in, the Vale | bite bor als 
St. John. 7 15 W311 bumst 5 


Ann tages 
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St. Elizabeth, — 1a 
St. Janges, e 1 2: 16. — — 1 3 4 
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St. Mary, ——— a 
St. Anne, REIT + ev 07773 % 4 
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nties, containing nineteen 


o. the different Foun 


Pariet, in the Gree ieee Regs Leer e the 


Wr I r W <4 55 Sul 81 bh 

ob. CB Ant {ppt * "Home + »x> 1/0 
Hog. Fun- N*of Ce, TFoll-ter raiſed. . 
| | heads.) cee © Negroes, 7 cee Ce %% T e . 
Surty. 10 80 yy JON 43010. 00901; 395342 © 21465. 8009 0 
Middleſex, - 239 24050- 9666... 66746-- 59512 e188 101 
Cornwall, 266 29100. 1160, 6% 54s 575 6 
cr. N. 


| — 
Totals, — 641 68160 2700 266904, 1357; 3; ; 7: are 
It is evident, I think, that the iſland is rather getting 


| 14 
ward 


[0 


than declining in its moſt valuable ſettlements. Some have imagined, 


many. of the. farms Or; henpe z but 151 this 'has not been the caſe 
is manifeſt from the great, increase, in 6 Pune of 'Ne Negroes ; $3 
which would not have happendd, if Fr 2 s had done no mote 
than remove their Negroes from penns to form a It is 
more probable, that the augmentation of ſugar· eſtates has been the 
means of increaſing the number of penus, by enlarging. the de- 
mand for paſturage and ſtock. "The ihr of. 

has not increaſed in any fit ' degree. of; proportion. The legiſlature 
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of the iſland, ſenſible of this failure, endeavoured : to. ety it by 
_ two methods ; the_one was, by pa 0g what, is is called, The Defici- | 


ency-law ; the other, by ſeverat acts, giving encouragement to Eu- 


vopeans, and planters of the other illands to come and ſettle here. 
2 7 | - * 5 3 K The 


that the e hays: increaſed at the Nate of ſacrificing 


White ifh: abitants 
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The e required a certain number of hired or in- 
dented white ſervants to be kept, in proportion to a certain number 
of Negroes ; ; and moſt vſually, it it has been ae after the fol- 
lowing manner: ö | hath ger Io 
One to every thirty Haves. . | 
One to every hundred and. fifty bead of cattle” 5 Wo 2 1 
One to every tavern or retail ſhop, iv any: 1 
A tike proportion for every boat, wherty, and 'canoe; and. "thires- . 
fourths of the crews: on board of droguers or. coaſtiug-veſſels are 
directed to be white men: and, in failure of complying with this 
ordinance, certain penalties are impoſed on the delinquents, ac- 
cording to their reſpectiye claſs Which penalties are fluctuating, 
as this is an annual law ; fo that they are greater or leſs, according 
to the pleaſure of the aflerably for the time being. Thus, for ex- 
ample, the penalty on not 0 hg one ſuch white ſervant to every 
thirty, ſlaves has been, in one year, 1 31, for each deficiency ; ; in the 
next year, 6. J. 105. in the next, 267. and ſo on; which uncertainty 
has been one means of defeating the original ' deſign of the liw. 
By an act paſſed in 1703, the proportion of white ſervatits was rated y 
ſo largely, that the owner of three hundred Negroes was obliged to 
maintain fourteen, befides one to every, ixty head of cattle, &c. 
Accorditg to this proportion, if it now ſubfilted, we ſhould have 
upwards of ten thouſand,” to counter- balance the Negroes. When 
the deficiency-law was in force as an, act of policy and population, 
and not; as it is now, a mere annual * moneF-bill, every plantation 
was 'welt-ſtocked* with white ſervants, conſiſting chiefly, of arti- - 
ficers; ſo that, in the year 1720, no leſs than twenty were em- . 
ployed upon an eſtate, which now has only four ; and, as the pre- 
vailing faſhion ſeems at prefent, I'doubt there may be ſeveral bund 
in the iſland that d6 not maintain more thin two. The planters ” 
urge, that the contingencies of a ſuggr-work were, ſome years 
ago, much ſmaller than they now are; that the wages and main 
tainance of à white fervant were very intconſiderabfe; but that,” 
by taxes, duties, and other means, every contingent ſupply and 
neceſſary required for their eſtates, and imported from Britain, 
North-America, and Irelahd, have riſen to an amazing excefs ; 
that the price of Negroes has extravagantly got up; for that 
e twenty 


& . AMA at , g 


7. years ago, Negroe 4 5 have been bou ht. for 3 L. Who, 
would now ſell or 65 at led to Pal 


” which" is ee 10al to 148 "(ay cent 
ange; ; that the article e e be ab to 1 15 | 
French brandies, and Britiſh di Minne ſpirits fo largel Ly" conſt 
and being charged with very exorbitant duties, has now, b * 
a drug at the Britiſh market, and Frequently brings the planter in 
debt; laſtly, that the extenſive cultivation of the fv I-CARF, as 
well in the Britiſh as in Foreigp colovies, and \whict ls, ill. in- 
creaſingy, cannot, fail of making ſugar itſelf « every year leſs profitable | 
to the growers., To this remonſtrance it is replied, chat ſugar 
haz proportionably riſen in its price and profits the. ſame_ ſug gar, 
which in the year 1693 would have been ſold Gr fix ſhillings the 
hundred weight, would in 1768 have produced thirty at the Ja- b 
maica market. 80 the beſt cotton, Which then fold at 1 £2 
per pound, now ſells for one ſhilling and three-pence3 the like ad- 
vance will! appear to have grown upon moſt other articles, except_ 
rum, 12 as is. N ſolely. to favour the bome:diftillery. 
Sugar. 1 — therefore. as five to one of its former price, this is 
equal 25 hundred per cent advance, which exceeds the advanced 
price, of many contingencies z and even the advance on cotton is 
forty pen gent. But, admitting the juſtneſs of the plex in general, 
. what is there more obviouſly ſuggeſted on ſuch an occalion, - than 
the _necefiity. of Practifing a right meaſure of -copomy, in pro- 
portion as the i incomes of their plantations, by one means or other, 
may. happen to gro- lefs than they have been in times paſt; con- 
fidepings. at at the fame time, that, whatever diſadvantages they. may 
Hbour under from high duties, dearneſs of Negroes, and European 
or 2 American fopplies, are equally, if not more oppreſſive 
197 heir competitors. in the ſmaller, iſlands, who are in want of num- 
ber leis reſqurces which the more extenſive iſland. of Jamaiea fur- 


niſhes? W 


hen the deficiency law impoſes. only a penalty of 1 3h, 
or at moſt 26/. for every default of not keeping up the allotment 
of * White ſervants required, the major part of the planters judge it 

a great ſaving to pay the penalty, rather than diſburſe 40 l. or ol. | 
for the. wages aud maintainauce of every ſervant; and therefore 
ire: only an overſeer and diſtiller, and ſometimes only an overſeer, 
ban ue all che other departments on their eſtate with, Negroes. 
But, 


* ; 
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uy if they confulted their true inteteſt, they: would learn, that 
there is as little of genuine frugality as o diſeretion in this practice: 
and this they may one day fatally experionte, when the tegimients 
ſtationed here Mall happen to be wilhdrawu. The ſupport of theſe 
troops coſts them a very heavy apnuabfarn ; and they perſuade 
themſelves into opinion, that govefument will never leave them 
unprotecked by a leſs regular force than they have at preſent; but 
events may poſſibly oceur, to draw away this defence for other fo- 
reign. operations; as happened, duriag the laſt war, at the ſiege of 
the Havannah. Another ſueh draught of the troops on any future 
occaſion may encourage ſuch of their flaves as are diſcontented to 
2 revolt. Without enquiring into what would probably be the 
extent of ſuch an inſurrection, where it would end, or what force 
of militia might in ſuch an event be employed to reduce them; 
I can eafily foreſee, recollecting paſt occurrences of the like nature, 
that the uſual inconveniencies will follow, of martial law and em- 
dargoss, a ſtagnation given to the courſe of juſtice, induſtry, and 
ttade ; that the inhabitants will be harraſſed with military duties, 
the more grievous in proportion to the ſmall number of people on 
whom they fall; that the credit of the iſland will be impaired, 
and the people ſubjected to heavy taxes for ſome time after, to do- 
fray the expence attending this inteſtine war. The product of the 
deficiency-tax, as well as of two other annual funds, and not ſel- 
dom part of a fourth or extraordinary one, is applied to ſupport: the 
eſtabliſhment of regular troops, which, all toget 


her, do not amount 
to one thouſand men, ineluding officets. Upon theſe 1 
tions, therefore, we ſhould not applaud that cconomy, which, to 
fave. five ſhillings, ſpends fifteen or tweuty. However, ſince they 
muſt have troops, and: as one thouſand men are ſcarcely ſufficient 
to garriſon the ifland; we ſhould ſuppoſe the planters might well 
afford to keep one able white man for every fifty Negroes; which 
would add ſomewhat to their ſecurity, ſtand in place of more od 
ments, and be maintained with greater -eaſo, | 
If the tax for every default, inſtead of 131. was raiſed to 40/7. 
or 504. [s}, the planters, I believe, in general would find means to 
keep up their quota, as well as ſubfiſt them on better terms; for 


[4]-I am ioformed the penalty is 400. in the Windward iflande. 


in 
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W 
2 by ſome prudent aQs of the legiſlature, and a cal 


A 
advance; of money, they might ſo greatly multiply the number of 


ſmall inland ſettlements,. as to make proviſions cheap, wages rea- 
ſonable, and be never in want; of ſpaſoned men for theis-planta- 
tions. At. the ſame time, they ſhould not diſcourage the natives, 


as they long have done, and till do, by requiring Europeans, or 
imported ſervants, to ſave their deficieney, excluding thoſe born and 


bred up in the country, who are inuted to the climate. They 
might, by an act of aſſembly, encourage the biading out young 


Creole lads apprentices to the eſtates, where they would grow up 
an habits of induſtry, inſtead of turning hog-hunters and idle vaga- 


bonds, for. want of other employment. The planters have it eu- 
tirely in their power to reverſe theit preſent ſyſtem f frugality, 
and by a-prudent application of five ſhillings.gain twenty. Gentle- 
men of the largeſt property are the moſt violent opponents of the 
defciency-tax!z and, as) it is now levied,. they in fact pay more than 
a juſt ſhare ; which furniſhes us with a very ſubſtantial reaſon far 
their oppoſition. The owner of two hundred Negroes (for ex- 
ample) muſt provide fix. white ſervants, or pay for as many as are 
deſicient; whereas the proprietor of five times the number, or one 
.thouſand,. Who in juſt proportion ſhould keep only thirty white ſer- 
vants, is obliged to provide thirty - three, or pay the deficiency : 

and this happens from the rate, fixed by the act, of one to thirty, 
.inſtead of twenty, or other aliquot part of one hundred. The ab- 
ſentees living in Britain, whoſe incomes are abridged by the com- 
miſſion of 6“. per.cent. paid to their agents in Jamaica, for managing 
their affairs, are for ithis reaſon ſolicitous to compenſate for the laſs, 
by. reducing every.contingent charge on their plantations as low as 
poſſible; and maintain no more white ſervants than are abſolutely | 
indiſpenſable: theſe gentlemen, therefore, readily unite their in- 
fluence to keep the deficieticy-tax from being raiſed. But, methinks, 
on a candid conſideration of this ſubject, they might bring them- 
ſelves to be of opinion, that a ſome what ſmaller income, ariſing 
from a property well · guarded, would be, upon the whole, far pre- 
ferable to one oſtenſibly larger, but liable continually to a diminu- 


n tion by internal diſaſters and heavier taxes. The more ſecure their 


lad is rendered 1 in the iſland, the more will the value of that 
| Property 
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property increaſe; the credit of the iſland Wil, reſt oo A, firmer 
baſis g and che ſtronger will be the indugement for, adventurers. to 
ſettle there, as well as for moneyed men to en at iptereſt, 4 
waliae their capitals in purchaſe. If publie ee as W 
fortified. by a more extenſiue population af the inland. parts, ind 
forme ether polite rogolations,/tendivg 30 Meade it agyjolt ff: 


ſtate of ſecurity. there would.not be much greater gs AY m 
alacrity among the merchants and money-holders of Great-Britain, 
than at preſent appears ip making W 8 Fi Planters? 
The now-flouriſhing condition of the Woſt con le fat 110 
the iland had its origin in the credit 1 of the Briti 
merchants. - As many. of the greateſt e Big mercar oh 
gentlemen: derive their ſplendor. from this connect ich, the intere 
the attachment, and benefit, haye been e The like 
union, properly barmonized, may; ſtill be e 0 1 * 
good ſuccels..to both parties; it ſeems, | therefore, 100 -ymbent on 
the planters, to 9 ſolid credit. with the, merchants of 5 
mother: cuntry, and endeavour to render it Neisse e fps 5 
ments to their credit · law, and 110 E reed 

by tegulations in the provoſt marſhals office; by fair lf 100 15 
viſions; by maintaining igviolable honour and good. faith; 3" by 
irengthening the colony; and, latly, Bid conyivcing” the mer- 
chants, in conſequence of t this general reformation, that their 
money and; credit can be employed no Wen 9 0 i MORE 
Wu TIRE: n wein ae. cord 
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Ia che year 1720 . were computed, to 5 about f fixty thouſand 
whites in the iſland. Twenty , years afterwards | their number was 
ſuppoſed to be about the ſame; and that one fourth of the whole, 
or fifteen- thouſand, were fencible men. Theſe accounts were 
certainhy exaggerated beyond meaſure; yet, as. the deficiency-law 
was then very religiouſly complied with, as a law of population, 
and. conſidering the low wages of ſervants, and the facility of 
Vol. I. D d d procuring 


386 gc AP, All * 
procuring them at tit time, che planters rather exceeded than fell 
: thort of their cefpedtive allotments: | The deficiericy-law brought 
in notliing to the 
* Negroes in 1739, the Planters, beginning to think themſelves 
perfectly ſecure: from any further diſturbanees of the like nature, 
agg defirous, of being relieved! from the biirthet of ſupporting ſo 
nany” ſervants; diſcharg Sd numbers; aud this pructice growing 
160te ad more confirmed,” the policy of this law! fell gradually into 
E neglect, till at leugth the multitude of defaults every year made 
the cal iileies, all together, amount to ſo conſiderable a ſum; as to 
* eſtabliſh it into A regular ſupply or money- bill. From that period 
._ we may trace' 4 diminution of white inhabitants in this ifland; 
* which, although by no means ſo enotmous as-ſorfie- haye-imagined, 
_ has nevertheleſs been very confiderable. The planters at this mo- 
ment employ © between three and four thouſand white ſervants 
fewer than thi ey ought to employ; if the law was ſtrictly enforced 
ap! grecably to . ſpitit and e intention. There can be no 
Ae but the want of that'conftant number, moſt of whom after 
ſerv] 'rheir iucentutes would have entered upon ſmall ſettlements, 


| by 1 1 & atteaded with a diminution of inhabitants; and, with 
5, other” events have ünfortunately concurred. The number | 


*, Fr: fugar-p Meint and penns has; it 18 true, vety much in- 
creaſed; ; you as ſeveral of them, and particularly "the: more capital 
ones, have. gro own p 1 0 from fmall beginnings to their pre- 
ſent magnitude,” ad fwallowed up by degrees all the little ſettle- 
ments er ; which, from their cotitiguity, . and being ready 
cleared for canes or paſturage, the. lordly planter has found con. 


venient to be purchaſed, and added to his territory; it is evident, 


that this extruſion of poor ettlersfromtheir ſmall poſſeſſions of 


thirty to one hundred acres has operated like the demolition of many 
ſmall farms in Btitain, to build up one capital farm, and 55 


juſtly be confiered as another cauſe of f depopulating this iſland. - 
The The emigration of mahy owners of propetty, Who of late years 


have flocked to Britain and North-America, beyond the example 


of former times, and draiued thoſe incomes from the ifland which 
formerly uſed to be ſpent there in ſubſiſting various artificers, ſhop- 


Were and other inhabitafits, Torms the further cauſe of a very 
great 


treaſuty but, after the pacificätion with the wild 
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great diminution. , A planter's family, reſident * iſland, ne- 
ceſſarily gives maintenance to ſeveral white inhabitants on one ac- 
count or other. Formerly the cuſtom Was pith many to ſend. for 
private tutors, and female teachets, to inſtruct their children at their 
own houſes, inſtead of hazarding their lives i in voyaging to and. 
from Great · Britain. This produced likewiſe other good conſe - 
quences. It is certain, that Great -Britain gains much {More from 
the planter who lives in Jamaica, and diſperſes his income there, 


than ſhe can poſſibly gain if he ſpends it in Great · Britain. The 


reaſon is obvious 3. for, While it in Jamaica, it becomes, 
the inſtrument of retainipg;thoſe- ſettlers, who 1uereaſe in every, 
way the trade, navigation, and conſumption. of manufactures; 
"Ra they would, not have done, in any degree ſo largely, in the 
mother-ſtate. Thus 1000/7; ſpent. by a planter's: family in Jamaica, 
will produce in the end infinitely better effects, and greater advan- 
tage, ta the mother · ſtate, than twice that ſum expended by the 
ſame; family. in. I. ondon of Bath. The refidence- of the planter, 
necelfagily,occaligned,; a, hetter, attention ta; the management. of his 
cſtate,;, the, .cultivationrof,.,aore. land, the;increaſe of produce, and, 
greater ſegurity of property in general; the mode of education in- 
lured the attachment of the children to their native ſpot, and led 
them into an early knowledge of the planting buſineſs, and of the. 
means by which their eſtates, chen they ft, ould come to the en- 
joyment of them, might be preſerved and improved. Men of for- 
tune, While reſident on the iſland, are generklly, prompted to em- 
ploy more white ſervants; than they chuſe to afford when removed, 
to another country, where their, expenſive manner of living not un- 
frequently. obliges them to conduct their plantation- affairs on a too 
parſimonious ſcale. It is certain that, from ſome ox other of theſe 
preceding cauſes, or from all FAN the number of ſervants for 
plantations, only falls ſhort of the due allotment. between three or 
four thouſand. The legiſlature of the iſland, conceiving that a de- 
population ws chiefly to be, aſcribed to, the vaſt number of abſentees, 
not only by their withdrawing their, own perſons, but at the ſame 
time the fund of ſubſiſtence for many hundreds, if not thouſands, 
of other inhabitants; that their eſtates were kept ill- provided with 
white ſervants, and the management. reſigned to one man, who in 
.D dd 2 many 
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CCC de ou 
js mk en the fpot of nt ör eight different proprietors re. 
v8 ih "OF Biitath 7" thought to müke fm amends, by im- 
25 Fegeiek kat öpeth ant bſenteks, Arc pafſeg # defiicheyuan, 
Gesc IHE" trat Pörpole: but che Abfentees made u vehement op. 
e te it at the b of trade, Where this act tame to be con- 
fdered; Afid Ffuhded their defencè entirely upon the general in- 
Rod Efbe to the go ruor by the crown, direcring him not to 
Meht to un Act, taping a tat upon abfertees in Breater propor- 
tion than upon Teide Wit a ſufpellditig clauſe. Thie Jords 
oF trade therrföre, . We cucich, "Whither an 
 atditional kat updh abfefitees Was in Tſe HH ht meafure, or whe- 
| thi the fiiciedſe bf White irmabitants ought” not to be encouraged 
by every legal and juſtifiable method, adwifed his majeſty to diſt 
üirtn tlie act, Ace Ros tepugtiant to à royal inſtrucrton. The aſ- 
tibugtit ther lord fh ips Had ſtr this'eale Judged oy one fide 


of — 6: aeftion, ànd that they ought, in ſtriet impartiality, to have 
y in conſequence of which, 


evamined the mierits of it t 
they miphtOHhave Renthe matter itt à different light, and determined it 
not repugriant to the fpirit of che inſtruction ; becauſe, when fairly 
and catfdidly welghied, it Wocld have appeared very far from being 
am ünegüak tak, aud upon tile following priterples 
- Firſt, That, by the da And vonpacts of ſociety, every member 
of it is equally bound to contribute to its common ſafety, defence, 
and ſupport, Either! by perſonal ot pecuniaty erbiee t Wal no man 
ought" to claim a ſeparate exemption, or immunity, from eivil or 
military duties; that no man owes more than his proportionate 
quota of public ferwiee ; ari@ that ir is Hight bighty Juſt, chey, who do 


riot ſerve in perfon, Thould pay- their defendets. 
Secondly, That when ſevetat members of a fmall ſociety deſert 


it by temporary or continued abſence, the ſervice becomes diſpro- 
portioned and injurious to thoſe who are leſt behind, by the greater 
burthen of civił and military duties thereby thrown 7 them 
(which is the caſe in Jamaica); for a burthen, which to the whole 
body of the ſociety would be eafy and tolerable, moſt, if any con- 


ſiderable number * os ichen can excuſe or exempt them» 
ſielves 
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elves from taking a ſhare of it, become oppreſſive and. inſup- 
3 to the reſt. 

Thirdly, that it has of late years beep —— the cuſtom for 
Oe — eſtates in the iſland to emigrate, from thence to Eu- 
tope, that it is left almoſt deſtitute of proper perſons to ſupply the 

exigehce of the various duties, civil and military, which are 
merely honorary, and ought to be executed by men of liberal edu- 
cation, fortune, and experience: and it is greatly to be feared, that, 
if this practice of diſpeopling the ſettlements ſhould continue 
much longer, it may proceed ſo far at length, as to effect the total 
extirpation of the remaining white inhabitants, together with the 
loſs of the colony itſelf; a loſs, for which the vaſt ſums of money 
annually drained from thence by the abfentees, diſhpated for the 
moſt part in nene expences, will by no means compenſate to 
the mother country. 

Fourthly, That the zune diens and rebellion of ſlaves, which 
happened lately in the iſland, were poſſibly, among other cauſes, 
owing to the abſence of the proprietors, from thoſe eſtates where 
the flames of diſcontent broke out; and it is highly probable that, 
if the proprietors had been reſident here, theſe diſturbances, and 
the evils which enſued, might have been ſeaſonably checked and 
prevented by their influence and authority over their own ſlaves; 
and particularly by their attention to hear and redreſs all juſt and 
reaſonable complaints among them. Further, it is notorious, that 
many of theſe eſtates are left without a due ſuperintendeney, by 
the practice of employing one attorney to take the management 
of ſeveral different and diſtant properties; and that, in ſuch a mul- 
tiplicity of concerns, it is impoſſible that one petſon fo circum- 
ſtanced can be a proper and. competent repreſentative to ſupport 
the influence and power of fo many different owners; whence it 
muſt happen, that the Negroes belonging to ſuch eſtates are the 
more expoſed to hard uſage, and at liberty to form cabals, with 
leſs proſpect of a PO effectual redreſs, or leſs danger of de- 
teion.. | 

Fifthly, That, upon theſe amis occaſions, the abſentees 
have borne only a common ſhare in the general expence ; but all 


the other incidental charges, inconveniencies, and hardſhips, have 
entirely: 
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2 emption of ſo many members of the ſociety ; it is but reaſonable, 


that the abſentees ſhould make amends for their default of perſonal 


the reſidents, the tax is clearly unequal and unjuſt in reſpect to 


tax upon them, aud conſideted as a compenſation to the iſlaud for 


of Ireland was formerly endangered by the conflux of inhabitants 
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entirely fallen upon the fixed 2 who are the whole 
en of perſonal ſer vice. TLDS £20263 

_ Sixthly, That, as au unequal. duty, both in civil and} military 
capacities, is thrown- upon reſidents here, by the deſertion and ex- 


in order to bring the ſervices: of both to a more equal balance, 


ſervice, by a pecuniary aid; whence it follows, that an additional 
tax upon abſentees, productive of this equality, is in effect a fair 
and juſt tax; and that, if the abſentees are rated no higher than 


the reſidents. There ſeems to have been great propriety” in this 
mode of reaſoniung. The abſentees, on the other hand alledged, 
that the commiſſion of 6. per cent on their produce, annually re- 
tained by theit attornies or managers, ought to-: be deemed a heavy 


the loſs of the remaining part of their incomes ſpent in other ebun- 
tries. But, abſtracted from the nature of this commiſſion (which 
is nothing more than a ſalary paid to à man for tranſacting their 
mercantile and plantation affairs), it certainly cannot appear in the 
light of an aid to the iſſand, where it may be ſpent, or not, at the 
pleaſure of the perſon to whom ĩt is paid. The caſe would be voy: 
different, if 61. per cent on their produce was to be paid into the 
publick treaſury of the iſland, and there become a fund for re- 
lieving the common expence of defending it! When the ſafety 


to England, the parliament thought it equally politic and equitable' 
to lay ſome reſtraint upon emigration; and accordingly ' paſſed 

a law; which enacted, that all perſons; having any lands, tene- 
Pi offices, or other living, eccleſiaſtical or temporal, within 
that kingdom, ſhould reſide or dwell upon the ſame; aud that all 
ſuch as had any caſtles, or other forts, ſhould fortify and farniſh 
them with men able for defence, and thereupon alſo dwell; and 
that, if at any time they ſhould depart, then they ſhould appoint 
ſome able perſons to ſupply their room during abſence; otherwiſe, 
that the governor of Ireland” ſhould diſpoſe of one half of , 
living, to pay for ſuch defence {z]. 2 10 | 


L. 3 Richard II. See Coke's Inſtitutes, Tit. Ireland, Part III. and IV. A 
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1 do not know in what manner the Jamaica'abſentees might relith - [ 


the heavy penalty impoſed by this Iriſh lay: I have only cited it, 
to ſhew that, if a precedent was required, | the Jamaica legiſlature 


had this to urge in point, if they had even carried themſelves with . 
far more ſeverity than they did. | Ireland was then no more than a 

colony: but the handful of Engliſh ſettled in it were, perhaps, not 
ſo much out · numbered by the ſavage natives; as the whites in Ja- 


maca are by the Negroes: conſequently, there appears at leaſt 
equal reaſon for exerting eoercive meaſures to e en in a 
proper ſtate of internal defene. 


But ĩt ĩs to be feared, that the Jamaica legiBdtor will not GS. 
to this important point with ſufficient ſteddineſs and energy LJ. 


Other ſources of depopulation ſpring from anproſperous events or 
caſualties,” bad crops, bad management, heavy debts, or a compli- 
cation of all theſe evils. © It is certain, that as few men (at leaſt in 
this iſland) have embarked in the planting-buſineſs with capitals 
ſufficient and equal to the deſign; ſo the eſtates in general have 
been formed and brought to maturity by an advance of money, la- 
bourers, and utenſils, from the merchants, and by a credit of much 


greater latitude than is uſually given in England; for theſe under- 1 

takings come to perfection by flow and gradual progreſs. | 
A ſugar- eſtate, ſettled immediately from wood- land, can hardly 

de expected to arrive at any tolerable ſtate of perfection in leſs than 


bs] It * be confeſſed, that the law, W * a T* of 65 per cent, to attornies, 
guardians; and other managers, ſtands in need of ſome explanation and amendment, It has been 
uſual for them to cliarge this commiſſion upon the groſs product of the eſtates under their direc- 
tion, valued in general according to their own. fancy. The common way is, to value at the 
hipheſt rate at which any fimilar produce has been fold at Kingſton. It ſeems more equitable, 5 
that the commiſſions ought to be ſtruck on the nett proceeds, whether the goods are fold in Ja- 
maica or Great - Britain; and that whatever are otherwiſe diſpoſed of ſhould be fairly appraiſed 
by perſons - who, are- not. agents for any one, and conſequently not intereſted parties. In the 
ſmaller iſlands, the abſent planters do not pay this tax for the management of their properties; 
= eſtates Ping ſo contiguous, as to be very eaſily ſuperintended by the few gentlemen who re- 

It is lucky for them their affairs are thus circumſtanced ; for the addition of fix pounds | \ 
ſoon cent, made to the four and a half they already pay to government, would be an enormous 
drawback upon their annual profits. On the other hand, the unconnected and diſperſed ſituation 
of plantations in Jamaica, as it occaſions a great deal of fatigue and trouble to the ſuperintendant, 
ſo it renders a commiſſion, or recompence, unavoidable ; and furnifhes a juſt reaſon (among others). 
why this illand ought never to be ſubjected to the four and half fer cent. tax, as the, Windward 


lands are: there is, indeed, no ground to * that it ever will ber whilit the people of the iſland. 
tain the liberty of rejecting it. | 


8 
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for, the firſt years, the produce will do little mote than ſubſiſt the 
owner, his labourets, and ſtock, and pay the taxes and contingent 
charges of the year ; while the merchant's advancement for pur- 
chaſing labourers, ſtock, and utenſils, and erectiug works, muſt re- 
main a debt until the gradual inchaſe af produce may enable the 
planter to pay for theſe articles. Id nearly the condition of ſuch 
ali infant · ſettlement is an old plantation, Which, by ill luck, miſ- 
management, or want of timely ſupport, has been thrown, back, 
and reduced to a ruin. It is from theſe principles, grounded upon 
| experience, that the Jamaica las have in general been ſo favgurable 
to the planters. © The perſon of a frecholder, who has aſſets, can- 
not be arreſted for debt. When ſued, he tauſt be duly ſummoned, 
and have a copy of the declaration After a verdit. and judge- 
ment eſtabliſhing the debt againſt him, the writ of execution, re- 
turnable three months after; iſſues merely. as a writ of form; and 
no levy is made until the writ of venditioni iſſues, returnable in 
three months further time. This delay gives opportunity for the 
planter's crop to come round again, and afford him the means of 
making ſome payment; by which the finews of his eſtate may be 
> redeemed from a levy. And, to induce the merchants in Great- 
| K | Britain to lend their money, and alle a duration of credit, theſe 
laws grant them 57. per cent. on their Joan, and the like on their 
agency: but of late years this credit has much abated; the Britiſh 
| merchants found means of employing their money at home with 
| leſs trouble to themſelves, if not with equal advantage. This door 
1 | being ſhut againſt the new "beginners of ſettlements, they turned 
their application to the people in trade at Jamaica; who, being 
greatly narrowed in point of credit with their principals at home, 
have neither been able nor willing to let their money lye out for 
0 any length of time: ſome, indeed, underſtanding the arts of turn- 
and twiſting their demands in this iſland to the utmoſt profit, 
ſought to erect the fabric of large fortunes on the ruin of diſtreſſed 
. planters. That pernicious law, called the priority- act, greatly fa- 
cilitated their-defigns. This act lays a direct obligation on every 
money-lender to bring actions, and obtain Judgement, as ſoon as he 


poſſibly can; and, when thus obtained, it throws the debtor and 
his 
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bis property very much under the other's power. A more prepoſte- 
rous law. could not have been contrived than this, which forces 


creditors to perſecute their debtors, diſtreſs and rum them, without . 
giving an eaſy mode of poſſeſſing their debt, when recovered, and 
without properly diſcharging the debtor for ſo much as he has actually 
| paid by levy upon his effects. On the one band, is the ereditor preſſing 
upon his debtor with all the ſeverity, diſtreſs, ' and rigour, in his 
power to exerciſe; on the other, is the indignant debtor practiſing 
every wile, every art of corruption, and ſineſſe, to elude the attack; 

whilſt a third perſon, the marſhal, comes like a cuttle-fiſh, involving 
every thing in confuſion and obſcurity, and ſnatches the prey from 
both; nothing in ſhort is more clear than that the priority Law, if 
not purpoſely contrived for enriching that officer, has contributed more 
towards it, and to the detriment of the planting intereſt in this iſland, 

than any other inſtrument could poflibly; have effected · The ſyſtem 
of perpetual; warfare, ſtratagem, and artifice, introduced by this law, 
can never be ſuppoſed advantageous to the credit of any community; 
it deſtroys the mutual confidence which ought to connect the planter 
and nierchant. It impairs the merchant's fortune, interrupts his buſi- 
neſs, and conſumes his time, by drawing him away too frequently 
from his books and warehouſe, to conſult lawyers, and make ſearches 
in the marſhal's office. It wounds the planter effentially, firſt in his 
credit and character, by the arts of evaſion and litigation into which 
he is naturally. ſeduced; ſecondly, in his fortune, by the exceſlive 
charge of keeping a ſet of profligate wretches, the under officers, in 
conſtant fee, to avoid levies ; by the redoubled coſts and damages ac - 
cruing upon every freſh iſſue of the writs againſt him; by his inceſ- 
{ant ayocations from induſtry: to mean tricks and ſubterfuges, and by 
the interruption given to his labours, by ſeizure of his Negroes, cattle, 
or carriages of burthen; and I think it cannot be doubted, but that 
under ſuch accumulated diſtreſs, he muſt likewiſe ſuffer very ſeverely, 
in his peace of mind. This law encourages, and tend to multiply 
the hoſt of pettyfoggers, that generation of vermin, who are bred in 
knavery, and nouriſhed by corruption; who fatten on the diſtreſſes of 
mankind, and, like ſtalking horſes, delude the unwary into ſhipwreck,” 
that they may ſtrip and rifle them. The law for extending real 
eſtates having been determined 1 in the courts here to be ineffectual, 
Vor. I. | n 3 


But; this, poſition is extremely fallacious. It wodid probably not 
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the merchants. were neceſſatily driven to ſecure. a taking 
bonds for their demands, which, being once fixed upon judgement, are 
eſteemed rather more eligible than a, mortgage ſecurity, becauſe they 
execute, equally, well upon, the debtor's perſonal. eſtate, and are not 
clogged. With the real. Their Objects therefore: are-the; planter's 
ſlaves, cattle; implements, furniture, and. other goods; Which being 
once ſwrept away by theſe judgements, the land or real eſtate is of 
very little valae. But if the land and buildings were made equally 
| extendible with the perſonalty, the planter's fortune would teach much 
further in payment of all his juſt debts; and 1a many Inde thriving 
properties Hd not be ſuddenly; cruſhed and ruined, as we too often 
behold them. It is a prevailing notion (L confeſs among mercantile 
perſons only) that it matters not if the planter A. is ruined: by the 
creditor B. and diſpoſſeſſed of his Property 3 nor through how many 
hands,; not how rapidly the property is ſhifted, for that the great maſs 
of aggregate! wealth in the iſland temains unaffected by theſe changes. 


be ſo, if the xcal and perſonal eſtate both paſſed together from one 
hand to another; it might, in that caſe, not much ſignify, whether 
A. or B. was the owner; the only difference would confiſt in the 
greater or leſs ability of the one ot the other to manage, and improve; 
to renilex the annual product more or leſs valuable. The fact is, that 
the Negroes are unſettled, and together with the other perſonalty 
Gee, and ſcrambled for, by as many of the bond creditors! as can 
come in for a ſhare of the ſpoil ; ; whilſt the buildings and land are the 
left to return into the primitive, ſtate: of wilderneſs. In this interval 
land has ſometimes; been. conteſted-for,, by ſome of the remaining cre- 
ditors, who, having no inclination to turn planters, only ſought to dif- 
poſe of 1 it z. in which view they have rarely ſucceeded, until, by the 
luxuriant vegetation in this climate, it was overgrown with thickets, 
and ſaleable only at the low price of woodland, ſo low frequently, as 
not to, make a dividend of 2 5. 64. in the pound. Another bad 
effect, which. mult, be chiefly aſcribed to the miſchievous operation of 
this law, is the cuſtom which many deſperate debtors have fallen 
upon, of landing marſhal, as it is called. Aſter a ſeries of perſecution 
on the part of the - creditor, iniquity in the officer, ſubterfage and 
evaſion in the debtor, the latter is driven at length to his intrench- 


ments. 
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ments. He converts his houſe (literally ſpeakinp) into a caſtit, pre- 


pares to withſtand a regular ſiege, and forms a garriſon of armed 
ſlares. Many have held out in this manner till their plantation has 


been entirely ruined; for want of culture, and themſelves: reduced to 


a ſtarving condition. It ſhews a great. defect in the ſyſtem of execu - 
tire juſtice, that ſuch ſeverities ſhould be exerciſed as to drive men 
into a ſtate of lavage hoſtility ; or that the debtor ſhould be prompted 
by a diſhoneſt principle encouraged by the law, and the corruption of 
its miniſters, thus to fly to illegal and violent meaſures for protection, 
and reſiſt the civil powers with the moſt daring and criminal 
outrages, until his hands are imbrued in murder, and his ſlaves 
impelled into rebellion; yet this has oſten happened, and many have 
declared that they preferred death to à lingering impriſonment in 
gaol. Their Negroes have readily enliſted under their banners upon 
theſe occaſions, regarding the officer who comes to diſpoſſeſs and 
carry them to market, as their natural enemy, and adhering to their 
maſter's cauſe as their own, they have ſhewn a willingneſs to run every” 
riſque, rather than be dragged from their ſettlements. It ſeems, 1 


think, to betray a very culpable inattention of the planters to their 


character, and the proſperity of their families, that they ſhould cloſe 
| their eyes againſt this train of abuſes, and not ftrive to redeem the 
friendſhip and ſupport of honeſt wealthy merchants in Great Britain 
by the wiſdom and efficacy of new eredit laws. In all caſes (caters 
paribus) they ought, to, give a preference to the merchants of the 
mother country; they are the true fountain-head of credit, and with- 
out whoſe-affiftance, moſt of the merchants and petty ſtorekeepers at 
Jamaica would be in little better than a ſtate of beggary. The plant- 
ers. of Antigua retrieved their credit and fortunes by a ſpirited appli- 
cation to this object. They paſſed an act, allowing intereſt and all 
charges ariſing o on debts contracted with merchants in Great Britain, 
ſued and recovered in the Antigua court. This was in fact no other 
than obliging themſelves to re- pay the merchant his juſt debt to the 
uttermoſt farthing, upon the Royal Exchange in London. The mer- 
chant. being thus ſecured and indemniſied under the public faith of 
the ifland from every expence attending the proſecution and recovery 
of his demand, was encouraged by this means to advance his money 
freely upon ſuch ſecure grounds. In Jamaica, a debt which bas been 
Eee 2 _ contracted 


K . : — " — — I ; - ths me * — Nah _ a a 7 
a a a , * | * 1 
* 4 Pp 7 23 - [7 l 4 4 o 
33 0 . - + a 7 . : Ga \ 9 — — - - >. 0 9 7 9 
- - - iy N 4 - 4 8 
— + G Y % , * . . 
\ % = l , * . l g . a 1 9 j * 2 n . 
: e - | 4 12 : - _ * — <<< ©" - » : \ — 
4 i - b 4 l t 
. 4 | l . - 
« 4 * 1 , & * N . 7 „ 1 - 46S d oP tw = we ” ' 
* 2 1 *% *& ® „ ; —— + _ + } «4 4 -% ren neg” © ac: at R : _ | . "= 4 * . 
0 4 * 18 f a4 : w + Py * 5 | 0 * 
7 — 1 . l ä 0 - , „ iS} . 2 254 1 1 - 
5 ; : 
l * 4 * , \ " . " . 
A : &-4 * 4 , 
: » ' Y a 
* . . . 1 
4 * * . —=— - . % 4 
* 9 © 1 = 8 , * . , 
* - . * * X * 
* 1 
. - 
ol 


36 7 A M A 1 COM! 
_ contraſted- in rer Britain, and ĩs tranſmitted over to be ed and 
recovered; is, in many cafes, unjuſtly ſuthected to various expences, 
and ſuffeted to fall on the creditor to his great damage. He is al- 
lowed by one law of the ifland eee his de 
mand and; by another law he muſt pay 6. Pen cent ;NchmmhitBdn 

. to a perſon in the iſland for receiving and remitting it, beſides ſeveral 
| | charges out of purſe, and a total ceſſation of intereſt from the time the 
1 payment comes into the agent's hands, until it reaches his own, which 
1 18 cannot fall much ſhort of 11 per cent. further loſs. Theſe are de- 
3 falcations, from which (if I am rightly informed) the Antigua law has 
_ | exonerated the merchant, who is in all caſes enabled to recover _ 
al whole debt, and the lawful intereſt upon it, free of all expence; and 
| | probably with leſs ĩincon venience than if it had been àn Englilh debt, 
| rente moe, court ' within' the kingdom [a]. Could a meaſure of 
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Ws” | 5 bee be bs Mee is extremely juſt in © Ginereſþut, and win 
3 ws Mey fey Nee note gy oma terms och h and 
5 uity for the gocovery of monies lent upon mortgage or ſpecialty, | defengant es or 
ry Wc 1% any defente to the ſame, and the plaintiff objains judgement; the defendant hall N 
3 "tho vital thre ld of Nn (ghd! fees the plaintiff has been obliged” to pay” his eBiinſe] in the 
IF proſecution: to the traveling expences of witneſſes ſubpgena'd by the plaintiff to give evidence; 
and to all ſuch further OE AED Wn, he has in 

* | the cauſe; all which are to be taxed y the proper officer. * | = T9 - | 
, / Yo 5097 7 hve aid: 14 
| TT... of iheralt the dofendane. is not. Buble) Jn any of thebcofs and. 

, 4 | damages, except he ſhould make an oppoſition or defence to the plaintiff's action; by admitting 


| 
RICK judgement therefore by CNT he Open theſe, Which ſecm en only 3 25 a philly, _ 


wanton oppoſition. 1 ©  * 4 4 32 
Secondly, The law does not e comin finer to. the plaicff, af judgemen 
obtained. 
| By another clauſe in the fame act, Zo U where the money lent has lien Abe be pail in 
Great Britain, the defendant, upon judzement, ſhall be liable to pay all the ' coſts before men- 
tioned, as well as all fuch further coſts and charges, as well of Commiſion, as other charges, as the 
plaintiff, or his agent, &c. ſhall make appear by affidavit to the taxing officer of the court, that 
he has ſuſtained, or may ſuſtain, by N the —.— to Great Britain, and ſuch, coſts gs are 
to be taxed as colts of increaſe. fi 8 
Objection. Though, according to the confhroGion of. this clauſe; the plaintiff f is not entitled 
to the remedy, except wherethe contract expreſsly binds the payment- to be made in Great Britais ; 
which therefore happens only in the caſe of mortgages, or bonds, executed to a' Britiſh merchant 
under ſuch a limitation; and does not extend to a Balance of Account current, which more often 
| becomes the ſubject of a Britiſh merchant's ſuit. , It is clear therefore, that unleſs the contrat 
b between the parties, at the time when the loan of money is advanced, ſtipulates the payment to be 
3 | made in Great Britain, the plaintiff « does not Ha emailed to recover for the commiſſion or 
Te ee en — 
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| | Secondly, 
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this Abe moet with its tert in Jamaica, the Tike good effects would 
certainly happen ; ; the gentlemen of the iſland would acquire a de- 

gree of credit in the mother country, perhaps even ſuperior to the. * | 

ſmaller iſlands;" the planters would becbme connected with merchants | 

of integrity; and find a ſtesdy ſupport t in time of need, * and an hu- | 

mane indulgence in bad years; which advantages I need not ſay are 

not commonly met With in that colony, where public calamities are 

too eagerly catched at, and turned to felfifh and malevolent ends. It 

might alſo wonderfully aſſiſt the credit of this iſland, and ſecure many | 

erties from falling to decay if the plentations of men much em · * ©. +22 

barraſſed with debt (but having a capital i in real and perſonal anſwer-" 

ible” für what they owe) were committed to the management of | | 

* honeſt truſtees appoint Jointly by che parties intereſted, and under | 

ſanction of the court of chancery, aſter a fair account being taken | 

of all the debts, which account might be filed in the regiſter's office; | | 

a decent and ſuitable annual proviſion being reſerved and ſettled by | 

the e e fothſe cout, on a "Juſt" couſideration of circumſtances; 

and y Wa ef Alimony for the proprietor, the truſtees ſhoold apply 

the reſidue of che annual produce by an equitable dividend: under di- 

reftion of the court, towards ſatis faction of the r ive clatmants : 

the trulzses might be made [accountable for their receipts” and pay 

ments nee a yeur or oftener if requiſite, to the court, anch be entitled 

to W readable commiſſion for their agency; the debtor might be 

puniſhable,” if he ſhould diſturb or interrupt the management, though 

leſt at entire liberty to inform the court of miſtnanagement ; ck 

being made appear, the offenders ſhould” be liable to ptmiſhment by 

fine or otherwiſe, and the eſtate' bs committed-to new-truſtees..” The. "0 


it Ane ick en 2301 $44, 21025 DRIC 297 290139 14 10 211% 
Secondly, The, fame Aion He. here an in the eale Irene in egard 0 Geſration of 
Intreft from the time of obtaining judgement. f 

Ia order there fore this act perfect, che following a anetdments ſeem neceſſary. 

Firſt, That in all caſes, where the debt is proved, and judgement given, _ defendant. ought 
to pay „, e caſts. 

Secon Ys 03 intereſt ſhould continue from the time Judgement is given, ul the. debe! is. fi 
Thirdly; That in all * of debt, or . ha debt or loan has originated in Great 
Britain the defendant, upon Judgement, ſhould be liable to. pay, not only the, reaſonable coſts 
attending the ſuit, but the ſubſequent charges of commiſſion, and exchange, upon remitting the 
ſum recovered” to Great Britain: the very nature of the tranſaction implying ay Britiſh” mer- 
chant's right to receive back his money: on the ſume ſpot where he adranced ii. 

2070 creditors 
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 cxaditors cbeing-tlus, made cal bi, The Lagttions and equity nf ſuch 
proceeding, which. puts it. out of the debtur's power: 80 delay or im- 
pede the regular courſe, of payment, I have ne doubt but many play. 
tations might, be preſeryed, by this caſy and practicable method to lateſt 
palterity,,,,. The. wildom; and policy of any, legiſlature is teſtified, by 
the, rectitude ang, ofticacy of its proyifions.z, its dehility and inattention 
are clearly manifeſted by, the contrary; hut a,payriptis legiſlature will 
neglect no means offered, by whigh they may: encourage population, 
by ax ing mens private properties from being dilapidated, and eſtabliſh- 
ing public credit upon the molt reſpectable foundations. I have ſeen 
in the courſg of. a fe xcars noilek than four; ſugar aſtates in one of 
the beſt-ſettled pariſhes, all lying. within 7 -{maalk;difance from cach 
other, utterly. diſmantled; and fallen to zuin. through ſome; or other 
of the cauſes I hays; touched-ypon., One of tbem mains a xvilder- 
nels, becauſe, the Negroes and other perſonalty having been torn away 
by: a,malfitude ; of implagable ereditora, chenland could net be fold, 
there dd, clam gf legach upon fits. prior im date to the remaining 
debts. | Ide ſecond: after having been ſtripped' in like woes, of its 
e was ſald, and the cane pieces converted into paſturz land. 
The third and fourth were deprived like wiſo of their Negxoss, cattle, 
and implements of huſbandry, hy the rapatity A their ereditoxs 3 tho 
buildings were left., to rot at leiſure, and the land- ſonabsgame n- 
productive of any thing but weed and thickets. Examples: of a 
hanilar, nature. are te be found in almoſt every ether patiſtu of: the 
iland. Futile therefqre is, the, ſpceulative/opinion; of property ift. 
ing hands, and ſtill remaining intire F che contrary is 09; well proved 
facts inegpable of reſutationo I ſhall; not ſeruple. to auer, ghat the 
eizure of Negroes for bond debts is a meaſure that bas brought ruin 
upon a great many oneeHoeuriſhing plantations, and, that. it muſt, i in 
the nature of things, occaſion infinite miſchief. 8 22 eſtate has no 
greater number of labouring hands than are neceſfary to ſuſtain it, 
the loſs of twenty or thirty, nay even of five or ten able ſlaves, 
muſt neceffarily make the 1 remaining number inſufficient, and be at- 
tended with a fatal reduction in the produce and value of it; by this 
means the other creditors have the ſecurity for their demands very 
much impaired ; and the planter, in the loſs. of theſe ſlaves, loſes 
| eventually more than double their value, not merely as to what they 


might 
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nicht have earned. Hor lim, but the ſeverer burtlten thus entsiled on 
the remaining labourers, and the diminution which muſt follow their 
being over-Worked. Moreover, the. firſt attack: ſerves as a ſignal or 
watch - word forthe reſt of the creditors to fall on; who, fearing their 
ſeeurity may y leſs and leſs, the longer they keep aloof, ruſh in 
a body ti th planter, aſlatilt bim on all Aides, and every one gets a 
bite at Him, 'HIF be 15 'torh” in pieces, of (as the Lin cog faying has It) 
ittecoverably gone 10 He dig r. I do not Kio thing in the co- 
lony ſy tem of flavery ſo oppreſſive and: 1 inf to the Negroes, 
as this practice of levying Upon them), and ſell ing them at vendue. 
it is by far the higheſt degree of cruelty annexed to their condition ; 
k kannt be imägited, but that they have à powerful attachment to 
the ſpot Where they werk botn'; to the place which holds the re- 
mains of their deteaſel friends and Kindred ;' to the little grounds they 
hive cultivated, and the trees they have reared with their own hands; 
to tlie peaceful cottape of their own building, where they were wont 
to enjoy miny fittle omeſtic comfotts, and participate refreſhments 
With their friends and familles, after the tolls of the day. Now what 
fersret hardſhips can befal theſe poor creatures, than to be ſuddenly 


other, ſold iuto the power off new maſters, and carried into diftant 
parts of the country, to ſettle themſelves anew in a ſituation leſs 
apreeable;” ant? Teſs propitious to their health? Numbers doubtleſs 
have periſhed by theſe arbitrary removals; for Negroe, who has been 
uſed'to a dry warm air in one part of the 0 iſland; will ſoon grow 
fickly, when removed to the damp and chilly atmoſphere of another 
part: this evil, among others, will be prevented by the ſcheme I have 

propoſed for putting debtors eſtates in truſt ; and it ſeems therefore to 
have humahity as well as policy for; ts recommendation. I muſt not 
here omit taking ſome notice of 1 expedient eſpouſed, with great 
alacrity, by ſeveral planters for f. pplying themſelyes with thoſe 
recruits of labourers or ſlaves, which they were unable or unwilling 
to purchaſe! at the advanced price and ſhort credit at which they have 
been fold ſince the concluſion of the late war. As a leading motive 
to this advance in the price, We may confider the almbſt total ex- 
tinction of our trade with the Spaniards for an annual ſupply of Ne- 


progs; the. transfer of this branch to the French and other iſlands, 
2 and 


difpolefled of all theſe comforts and enjoyments, divided from each 
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andthe; ſmall; nucaber conſequently, brought,to Jemsics-, If thay 
were in the iſland only 651, ſugar eſtates, which. js ſuppoſed. abogt * 
the number in 1 768; , the. yearly, recruit neceſſary for them may be 
3 .computed. at an average of ſeyen to each, Which amounts ssd | 
and allowing one thicd as, many, or 1,8 19, fog te S lements, 
5 bag: wool 2 ber will, be 6076. We may therefore fi x ab ut bod 
he number required for importation, ; the, expence,toithe. purchaſer g 
0 TY at: the late price Will be abont 369,900)... The planters Who 
bad been lar, gely truſted during the war, and upon alovg termof credit, 1 
found the caſe {ſuddenly altered, after peace bad given a, check” to the 
carcer of our trade, The merchants called! in their money, feprer ! Ne. 
groes were imported, and theſe; were ſold at higher prices, and much, I» 
ſhorter credit; the planters, Rraining every nerve to pay off their Od 
debts, were unable to contract new ones; the monied men therefore I 
and others Who had gat good credit, firſt thought of making an ad- 
van tage by theſe neceſſities of t wo Fo They bought up the 
major part of the Negroes, and leaſe them' for a term of years, at the 4 
rate of from 87. to 12 J. per bead per annum conditioned that al 11 — a 3 
might happen, to die, or be deficient, during, the leaſe, ſhould be paid 3 
for according to their original value at the time of delivery. By th 
contract the renter was able to make a moſt exorbitant intereſt on hi I 
money, with great ſafety ; his Negroes were maintained; ſcaſoned, 3 and 1 
trained to labour, without any expence to him; if delivered up to him, 
he could leaſe or ſell them. at an advanced price; and if dead or ab? 
ſent, he received back the money they coſt him. A renter, for ex 
ample, gave for l 2 new Negroes (at about 534). 3 5. 4d. per. head I 
round) 650 L; the intereſt on this ſum, at the legal rate of 61. ter i 
cent. is only 39. But he leaſed them at 8]. per head, inſured, ; and 4 
gained a1 an annual return of g ,.; which is very near 15 /. per Fs ber I 
annum, It cannot be — the planter gained any thing by ſu" 
a bargain ; the utmoſt he could do was barely to ſave bimſelf ; and l 
even this could not be effected, without having them on a 939 years 4 
leaſe, during which the value of ſeaſoned Negroes fo much increaſed, 
that, after loſing one third of them, the ſurvivors were rated all to» i 
gether at a ſum equal to the prime coſt of the whole, Many are ſo 1 
Slind to their own intereſt, as ſtill to PEI, in theſe ruinous con- 1 
| _ trafts; 7 
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walks the nature of which will a appear ſtill e to an 
bine pk. founded on fact. 


A pelchaſec 20 Netrbes for 1,880 10 my NR Dis he 


erty; Þ 7 $ 


of the Kale ehe Weedbönt Roch as follows ; Ani t. „„ 
B. pald or Kent, A 168“ fer” annum, f in eben years, Eee 
Die dor phyRte "loathin}; taxes, maintenünet; Kr. at 20, 5 fe 

N „I „ e 05M tot dans ol” 883 
pits fr deſlivey on he re-vatuation bf 14 Negroes (the ee x 1 07 
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As theſe 3 did 2 very 5 * auking the two firſt 
/ years, of the leaſe, and the ſix who died of the yaws did 
none at all, the utmoſt he could rate to have gained by them 
„ Was, at an average, 15 1. per head per annum on the 14 
\ foryivors, which 1 in ſeven yeats Weng to — — N Ark 
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which! is more thau two thirds of the prime coſt of the whole twenty. 
Lam very much miſtaken, if moſt of the contracts of this ſort, upon 
being fairly enquired: into, would not be found equally, diſadvan- 
tageous to the planters ; and indeed the leaſt! reaſoning upon the ſub- 
| 'is ſufficient to prove it; they would be more ſenfible of it, if 
they were to borrow money at 1 5/. per cent. intereſt, for purchaſing 
Negroes; yet under ſuch leaſes they do what is equivalent, although 
in another mode. There is no method more effectual to annihilate 
this uſury, than by laying a duty equal to a prohibition on all Ne- 
groes imported for the ſpace of four or five years, except for re-ex+ 
portation. Such a law would be attended with the following good 
conſequ It would put an immediate ſtop to theſe extortions ; 
wp pron the planter to retrieve his 9 Fl by preventing him 
from running in debt, either by renting or purchaſing of Negroes ; 

it would render ſuch recruits leſs neceflary, by the redoubled care he 


would be obliged to take of his preſent Rock, in the preſervation of 
Vor. I. Fff  theie 
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thetr Hees, 4000 health; and laſtly, it would ait e of Ne 
groes in the iſland; a circumſtance greatly in favour of all thoſe who: 
might happen to have been unwarily drawn into leaſes of this kind; 
and a juſt retribution. and puniſhment on the uſurers, who; would by. 
this means be caught in their on trap. A North American pro- 
Vince, by this prohibition, alone for a few years, from. being deeply 
plunged. in debt, has become independent, rich, and flauriſhing- From 
the preceding combination of cauſes with effects it is eaſy to conceive; 

| how a colony, not well regulated by wiſe laws, may, Jo far from en- 
creaſing in real wealth of ere wh FUN Venus, A 
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to make ſettlements. of ſeyeral plantations that yield one and the 
<. ſame, commodity. For inhabitants thus diſperſed are neither ſo 
« uſeful to each other in time of peace, nor ſtrong enough to defend 
6. themſelves in time of war; ſo that their mother kingdom is uſu; 
<« ally at great charge for their defence; whereas, if they lye in a 
„ more compact and leſs extended territory, they could be more 
«. ready to give each other mutual help; and could not be expoſed, 
„ as they are, to every little ſtrength and itiſult of an nvader v. It 
is not by haying a multitude of ſugar iſlands that Great Britain will 
be either fully ſupplied with' the Weſt India produee, or derive ſuit- 
able advantages to her commerce and navigation. Every new ſettled 
iſland in America muſt labour under a variety of difficultics; and i is 
ſubject to numberleſs inconveniencies, to which thoſe that have been 
long ſettled, and are furniſhed with towns, magaxines of i proviſion, 
large ſtocks of cattle, rich plantations, and convenient ſhipping places, 
are not liable. In a ſociety already formed, and well cftabliſhed, are 
innumerable helps. and reſources,. which are wanting to new colonies. 
Of the eleven fugar iſſands, which Great Britain poſſeſſes, the ſingle 
Tone; of a N neatly as much be ca and TURE as all the. 
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other ten, beſides à variety of articles, which the others do not 


| produce z/ and 1 it is very capable of yielding as much more. If * 


maica can furniſh a ſufficiency of Weſt India produce for the con- 


ſumption and trade of the mother country, it would undoubtedly 


coſt ſar leſs to defend and ſupport it, than a number of {mall iſlands, 
detsched from each other, and ſcattered over the boſom of the ocean. 
The ſaving in ſhort would be ſo aſtoniſhingly great to the nation, 
that no other argument could be left to ſhew the propriety of re- 
taining them in our hands, except the probability of their being 
occupied and cultivated by other ſtates in Europe; which, for want 
of a territory in America, are now obliged to buy from us the articles 
they want of Weſt India growth. Vet, notwithſtanding all our 


endeavouts, it muſt be owned, that the French are ſuch formidable 


competitors, and our own colonies ſo ill regulated in many reſpects, | 
that we draw. very little, if any, emoluments at preſent from exporting 
any of thoſe. articles to foreigners. If Jamaica was once cultivated to 


the full, it is reaſonable to believe, that the ſcale would preponderate 


in our favour. We require ſuch a quantum of ſuperfluity over and 
above ſupplying our on conſumption, as may enable us to underſell 
at the foreign markets. It was this which put it in our power to 
cruſh the Portugueze ſugar trade, who once monopolized it; and by 
the very ſame means the French have ſince gained the advantage from 
us. The French have puſhed their intereſts in the Weſt Indies, not 
by fewer taxes, the lower price of Negroes, or the greater cheapneſs 


of proviſions, and implements of huſbandry ;-but by their ability to 


furniſh; double the number of European'hands, and by wiſer internal 

regulations. It is in our power to provide againſt this diſparity. In 
reſpect to population, we may always obtain ſupplies from the Pro- 
teſtant ſtates in Europe, when our own country is inſufficient; in 
regard to the other point, the ſyſtem; of colony government, and the 
imperfections in their ſeveral laws, are objects which never were, but 
which ought to be, ſtrictly canvaſſed, examined, and amended by the 
Britiſh Parliament: but as this is an event much more to be wiſhed 
than expected, I ſhall endeavour to point out other means, by which the 
people of Jamaica, if left to themſelves, as moſt probably will con- 
tinue to be the caſe, may gradually render it more populous and 
Fir 2 - thriving, 
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dours; nor of convetiiencies'for the ſhipping that reſort to it; there is 


not finer land in America than is to be found in thoſe interior parts of 
the Hand; which as yet are uncultvated; the climate there is ex- 


c ceomgly Realthful, if we may judge from the good appearance and 


| longevity of thoſe perforis, Whites or Negroes, who are ſeated neareſt 
to them; theit rains are certain, and they abound in moſt places with 


e water f belt with every advantage that nature eoufd welt beſtow 


wont fl has been oſten à matter of aftoniſhment, that it never 
occurred to the legiſlature of the Hand to form a central town, well. 
garriſdned, Which would not only ſerve for a ſecure retreat in times 
of danger, bitt become the ſeat of retirement to the richer" families 
during the Hot montlis; and where the health and long lives of the 
inhabitants might compenſate in fome degree for the mortal or debili- 
ating effects of thoſe putrid diſeaſes, which hold War empire near 
the "Exgoons, und unwholeſome' ſpots on che the ſea eoaſt; the p 
moſt adapted to comitierce are generally (in the Weſt Indies) the 
moſt unfuitable to health; in ſettling all theſe Hands, the conve- 
meney of ſhipping;/ and other neceſſities, obliged the coloniſts to begin 
at the outlines, and ſo gradually procetd towards the eenter; it had 
been better, in point of bench and population, Ff the firſt care had 
been to traverſe the'cotintry aero with two or three principal roads, 
and then to have gradually worked from the center to the extremi- 
ties fer Eurepenhd might be brought directty to the midland parts, 
and continue td enjoy uniciterrapted health ſo long as they remained 
tkere; the air and diſeaſes of the coaft are moſt to be dreaded by an 
European / conſtitution r theſe are opimons welf eftabMhed, by ob- 
ſerving, chat almoſt alt ſueh perſons who. labour under diſeaſes of the 
putrid claſs,” contractsd near the ebaſt, immediately recover on being 
carried into che mountains} and tfiat the ſettlers who Hve neareſt the 
central region of the Hind,” and their Negroes, ! are as healthy as a 
like number in any given part of Great Britain. The inhabitants are 
clofely attached to the intereſts of their mother country, nor coud 
they: ever fal a prey to foreign invaders, if the iſtand was mort ex- 
tenſtvely cultivated and pecpled. Their defence would then 'confift 


| —_— oo In%courage;: as iu the monnitkinons faftnefſes and impene- 
trable 
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ments which enabled a deſpicable handful of Negroes to withſtand 
every: aſſault, and weaty out their opponents in a war of near fiſty 
years ; and although reduced at length to terms, they were ſubdued 
not by force: of arms, but by treaty. The extenſion of ſettlements 
bere is a meaſure of that kind, which is not only expedient, but very 
practicahle: among the: obſtacles. which preſent themſelves againſt 
it, we may confider the monopoly of lands, and ill - regulated ſtate of 
the. quit-rent laws. Douglas, in his Hiſtory of New England, re- 
marks, that, by the charter of tha all vacant or unclaimed 
lands were to be veſted in the collective body of the people, or in- 
habitants,- and their repreſentatives in general court aſſembled, who, 
with conſent of governor and council, ſhould make grants of ſuch 
lands to a number of private perſons to be incorporated on certain 
n If, ſays he, in granting theſe lands, 

« they "had been ſubject to any eaſy quit- rent, theſe lands would 
have been ſettled compactly, and improved ſooner ; whereas at pre- 
« ſent ſome proprietors of large tracts do not ſettle or ſell, becauſe, 
being at no charge of quit - rent, and not in the valuation of rates or 
« taxes for the provincial- charge of government, they chooſe to 

let them lie unimproved many ycars for a market. This rea- 
foning is applicable to Jamaica; where, although there is a quit- rent 
impoſed by different laws, nevertheleſs, from the inſufficiency and little 
obſervance of them, they have! been à meer dead letter, and null in the 
execution. 1 ſpeak with reference te the lawes paſſed antecedent to the 
year 1768 ; for, in this year, a nety quit - reut act was paſſed by the 
_ affembly, which, if. it could have been rendered. permanent, afforded: 
hope of proving an adequate remedy. Undet the old laws, the re- 
ceiver general of the ifland,' if the quit tents were not regularly paid, 
had no other remedy but to ĩſſue writs of Dj ftringas againſt the lands 
of the defaulter for which the quit: rents were i in arrear; but, as it 
commonly happened, that the lands ſo in arrear were totally un- 
cleared, and unſettled, no levy. could be made except upon the trees 
and weeds. growing wild upon them; by the ſame laws all arrears of 
quit. rent were made to carry 1 27. per cent. intereſt, if not paid once 
in every three, ycars, and at the end of every three years that. intereſt. 
was made principal. But the parties ſeldom or never being called 


upon, 
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upon, and the laws never. being enforced with ſtrictneſs, 


through fear 
perhaps of diſobliging the principal gentlemen of the-ifland ;/ and in 
fact the arrears: being treated by all parties with that negligence which 
uſually attends crown debts, they were ſuſſered to group into 
enotmous furs, and then either compounded for, or regarded as ob- 
folete. ' The law paſſed in 1768 encouraged all owners to give in an 
inventory or liſt of their lands, upon bath, and contained penal clauſes 
for that purpoſe, and reduced the intereſt upon all arrears: to 61. per 
cent. provided the debtors gave bond for the payment in twelve months 
time. It enacted moreover, that in future the patented lands ſhould 
| be regularly given i in or accounted for once a year before the Juſtices 
and veſtry in every reſpective pariſn or precinct, and the quit-rents 
regularly collected by an eaſy mode, together with the other annual 
public taxes. This meaſure Was wanted, and it reflected great 
| honour upon the legiſſature thatpaſed che, dt g. becauſe. it bus gene- 
rally, and with good reaſon, been conjectured, that the members of 
che legiſlature, being men of large landed property in the iſland, and 
ſome of them unconſcionable monopoliſts, conſidered. the quit · rent 
as a ſpecies of land tax, and combined together to excuſe themſelves 
from paying it, ot to obſtruqt the making a public. diſcovery of the 
large uncultivated tracts in their poſſeſſion lying uſeleſs: to themſelves, 
and unbeneficial to the colony or the nation {4 }., The bringing all 
ſuch hoarded territories to light therefore, and obliging the owners, 
by a regular payment of quit · rent, to part with their ſuperfluities, or 
pay for what could make them no return, if they perſiſted to keep 
them in their own hands, bids fair to become a firſt ſtep towards a 
more effecual | improvement of the iſland ;. for which reaſons it is to 
be wiſhed that the act may be rendered perpetual. Not many years 
ago it was aſſerted, that in the {ingle pariſh of. St. James there e 
106,352 acres patented, the property of only about 132 perſons, of 
which 10 were only nominal proprietors, . poſſeſſing only from 35 
to 40 acres each at an average. This quantity is, I believe, rather more 


[8] dit n 4000 3k no leſs than 55,937 acres of kind were forkcited, by default 
of the proprietors, in not opening five acres per aun, as the law directs; and for aon-payment 
of quit rents; and about g, ooo acres were in that time patented, the greater after the 
year 1752. But ſo ill have the quit-rents been collected, that from 1756 to 1760 (four year) 
only-1,1924.-45. fd. came into the receiver general's office, e is certain that, 
if: dN collefted, Ui e aa | + | of . 
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dan che whole iſland of Barbadoes contains, in which are reckoned. 
not quite 100, 00 acres; yet this little iſland is ſaid to have main - 
tained, in the year 1676, ſeventy thouſand Whites, and eighty thou- 
fand Blacks, in all- 150,000 ſouls. Let this contraſt ſpeak. for. itſelf, 
and convince every thinking man, of how. little. value his acres are, if 
kept in a wilderneſs... It: muſt however be ſaid of this pariſh, that,. 
conſidering its preſent improved ſtate,,it, promiſes to eclipſe every other, 
in the iſland. The. land is; excellently well adapted to the cane, makes 
an immediate good return, though freſh. broke up, and. it is well re- 
freſhed with ſeaſonable rains. The. ſettlements bave end there. 
with prodigions rapidity within theſe few. years paſt, inſomuch that 
it yields at this time more hogſheads of ſugar than. any of the other 
pariſnes. It may /be Kill further improved, by encouraging and ſet - 
ting on foot ſmall ſettlements. in thoſe parts where land, by reaſon of. 
the diſtanoe from the ſea, is to be got. at a moderate rate. Theſe. 
interior ſettlers would open. the woods,. and, in proceſs of time, their 
ſmall poſſeſſions be conſolidated into larger eſtates; as theſe continued 
ta advance, the new... beginners. would retire ſtill further inland, to 
break up freſh grounds, and raiſe commodities, which, by the light- 
neſs" of bulk, and. value of quality, might compenſate for the length. 
of carriage. It is aſſerted, that. 25 acres of land, cultiyated in indigo, 
which requires 20 Negroe labourers, will produce above 800 /. ſter- 
ling per annum. To begin ſuch a ſettlement, a capital would be ne- 
ceſſary of about 1000/7. ſterling. Two perſons joining ſtock, might be. 
ahle to furniſh-this capital. without boxrrowing;;. and as the wages now 
given to overſcers are from 100/.:t0.300/. ſterling, per annum, the greater 
part of which they. may lay up, if they are good ceconomiſts, it is:- 
probable that, if land. was. to be got at an caſy rate, and ſuitable en- 
couragement given by the legiſlature, in remitting their taxes, for a. 
term of years ;. making ſubſtantial carriage roads to the ſhipping 
place; or other helps, as they might judge moſt proper, many ſuch” 
perſons would lay out their. acquiſitions in this way, to. the great 
benefit of the public. It has been computed, that one hundred acres 
of coffee, . which require not more than the ſame number of Negroes, 
would yield equal profit annually, Other articles might likewiſe be 
| Pointed out, but theſe will more properly appear in the ſubſequent 
part of this rk; and e. ſuch a variety of productions as might 
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be bett bukec bim er Nn Tales) there Ein be Hecke Gneuky u 
belleking uch us meh Pe dhe def adapted to the Melinationg ability, 
6f Gpacity; of my itidufrriots pfanter- The neighbouring colonies 
bee eee back würd it promoting a more extenſive 
t as che true ſotitte of weulth and fecurity- Nor has the 

- iti of Jamaica been entirely fupine it its enden vours to attain the 

nie good end! büt It bes been Unfertüttate iu tie chofee uf means, 
and, after laviſfing viſt fums on an ill. n, Which of courſe 
miſcarried, it frems to have given up as impractieable, what needed 
only a ſteaditeſs of purſuft Joined with n 
dit of it, to aner the purpoſes intendeeeesn. 
The aſſembly of Sour Carolina, about two years — an 
act for augmemtitig the bounty to be given'to poor Proteſtunt ſettlers, 
which it fred at the foe wing rates: to every perſon above the age 
af twelve years 4 L. Aerling';" between two” years and twelve, 2 .; 
and under tun yearsy 1. Fabded to wis ie dhe King's bounth of 100 
acres of land, where-ever deſtres to have it loented, provided 
it has not bert granted before, to the beafl of every family male, and 
female; ind fifty acres for every child, indented ſervant or ſlave, of 
which the family conſiſts. The proviſion therefore here made for 3 
a man, bis Wife, thter children; and ture Negroes (for example) is 
every way adequate to their” firſt eſtabliſhment. * Such a family ſets 
_ out with a Certain advance in money of about 154. ſterling per ann. 
and upwatds of 400 acres of land; this allowance of land is perhaps 
not too much it a North American province, where the foil is much 
inferior in fertility to that of the Weſt Indian iſlands; and the boun- 
ty granted for ſubſiſtence may poſſibly go further in purchaſing the 
necefſaries of life; but it will be underſtood er 
this act of the Carolina aſſembly as à model of what ought? to be 
practiſed in Jamaica, but only to ſhew with what ardour the other 
colonies, and this among the reſt, which is far better peopled than 
Jamaica, have purſued the Seer object of encreaſing their ſtock of 
inhabitants, and by means the beſt adapted to their reſpective circum- 
ſtances. The colony of Antigua for a long time lay under very 
great inconveniences from the unequal diſtribution of its lands; but 
the legiſlature of the iſland, having obſerved how much the keeping of 
uncultivated lands contributed to prevent induſtry and 9 
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of thei ſettlements, laid a tax of five billings per acre on all mantira- 
ble lands, that ſhould; not forthwith: be opened and cultivated. The 
eſſect anſwered their expectation fo well, that moſt of the richer lands in 
the iſland. were ſoon after in cotton or canes ; for erery perſon exerted 
his whole ſttength and induſtry upon this i and gave up 
ſuch lauds as he could bave no profpe&t of poſſeſſing free from the 
tan; theſe were diſtributed again among the new comers, 28 well as 
ſuch of the inhabitants Who had no poſſeſſions before. | 

Lhave been informed by a gentleman of Barbadoes, that the extraor- 
d populouſneſs of. that iſland ſome years ago was effected chiefly 
by granting out lots of ten acres each to poor ſettlers, and white ſer- 
vants, who had fulfilled the term of their indentures. Theſe perſons 
found ten acres ſufficient to provide them with the neceſſaries of life; 
many of them ſupported themſelves by the manufacture of cotton ham- 
mocks, of which ſome were conſumed in the iſtand, and the reſt. 
exported to the adjacent French and Engliſh colonies. Moſt of theſe 
lots were afterwards bought up by richer men, and turned into ſugar 
works; by wlüch means, ten lots, which had uſed to ſupport as many 
diſſerent families, became veſted in one man, and the late occupiers, 
with the purchaſe-meney in their hands, left the iſland to eſtabliſh 
themſelves in other places, where land was to be had in greater plenty 
and at a cheaper rate. This ſcheme therefore, though it ſerved very 
wall at firs the purpoſt of crowding; the iſland with inhabitants, yet 
was very ill accommodated to ſo ſmall a territory after it! was 
once ſufſicĩenti ſtocked: that they gained a ſuperfluity of people, 
is clear by their going into a cotton manufacture; and a manufacture 
of that ſpecies which was neither very profitable or neceſſary to 
themſelves; nor at all ſerviceable to the mother country: here then 
the combination. of ſeverab of theſe little parcels into one ſugar eſtate, 
was eſſentially advantageous to both; the inhabitants that were driven 
off: could well be ſpared, and they withdrew to the cultivation of 
new: ſpots in other iſlands, which wanted people, and where their la- 
bours produced a happier effect. It is difficult; as I'conceive, wholly 
to prevent, by any law, this kind of land monopoly, without admit- 
ting a mueh greater miſchief” 1 in the room of it. For if ſettlers have 
not ultimately a fee · ſimple right 1 in the lands affigned them, ſo as 
that they may, at a certain period, ſell or diſpoſe of them at plea- 
Vol. I. Gg | ſure; 
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ſure sor if they are too much cramped zin their views of extending 
their territory by purchaſing, around them, «none will be induced to 
ſettle. Thergreat object ſhould be, to compel the opening and plant- 
ing of a crtqin quantity yearly,) on pain of forſcinure. In Jamaica 
bad conſequences are likely to enfue from the apportioning of 
nall, lots, andi their eonſulidation - afterwards into ſugar works; be- 
gauſe the diſlodged ſettlers would not go off ( the iſland, but ſpread 
themſelves in @,country.. Where there is room enough; and employ 
their money in purchaſe ef a larger property in ſome other diſtrict 
gf it being ſenſible that they could not hope to acquire more land 
in quantity much; ſuperior ina quality, or at a cheuper rate, in any 
of the other Weſt India colonits. Of. theſe different ſchemes, that 
of the Antigua legiſlature ſeems moſt applicable to the preſent ſtate 

of Jamaica. An heavy tax laid upon all manurable land, not em- 
ployed in culture, muſt inevitably; occaſion the ſurrender of many 
thouſand aeres of land back to the cron, to be re · granted either to 
perſons invited yer to ſettle, or thoſe already! in the iſland unpoſ- 
ſeſſed of any land. Aſter the eduction of the Vid Negroes, the 
aſſembly cauſed large tracts, which had been patented! but never opened, 
to be reraſſumed and granted out to new ſettlers ; ſome of the pro- 
prietors received a compoſition for their property, and others nothing; 
büt it was. more eguitable that a few individuals ſhould; ſuffer. a: 1 
whichthey were very able to bear, thanthat the whole cemmunity ſhould 
be deprived of thoſe, advantages, which it was, zightly, foreſeen would 
accrue to them from the ſettlement of theſe lands. The: conſequence 
has juſtified, the meaſure; for there are now many; valaable ſugar 
eſtates, where, it 18 ;probable, there would have been nothing but a 
wilderneſs, ſuch as exiſted, before this wiſe and Iſpirited procbeding 
took effect. The complaint here is, not the want of good dand, but 
the not employing it to uſeful purpoſes: leaving it, therefore, to the 
aſſembly to re - claim theſe, unſettled tracts by the mode already prac- 
tiſed, or ſuch other as may appear moſt ſuitable to times and cir- 
cumſtances, I ſhall; proceed to offer ſome conſiderations on the means 
of peopling ſuch tratts, moſt likely to ſucceed; preſuming chat the 
plans, hitherto» deed to this object, have miſcarried mote: through 
defect in their regulation, than a want of money to ſupport them: 
for it muſt be allowed that the aſſembly ſhe wed no diſpoſition to ſpare 
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due induſtry and attention. It 


not to aſer ibe ſomething t. to > 2 Want, | 
muſt be ce yery extraprdinarys, 
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ere a better reaſon to be given, for their importation of 2 


1 © T% 5 2 


provenient made 1 in e wanufaGtory .of ſugar, by. ſubſtituting wind 
and water mills, in | the | place of cattle mills; the conſumption, of theſe 


animals "mult i in thoſe times have been exceedingly. great, what with 


whatever might be "the cauſe of this demand, that two. things only 
were Principall \ Wanting, | to enable the iſland, to, ſupply it witbout 
having 1 recourle to importation, from foreign parts. The firſt was, 
a ſufficient ſock of induftrious inhabitants to have been employed in 


breeding the number of theſe animals proportioned. to the annual 


the aſſembly, as well for encouraging ſuch breeding farms, as for 
making good roads i in every diſtrict, at the public charge, whereby 
the internal parts of the country muſt have been ſettled and improved 
with greater facility, and the waſte of cattle in great meaſure. pre- 
vented, If 10,000 /. per annum had been annually. voted for theſe 


gained that ſum, by rendering the importation from foreigners inex- 
pedient. This m may appear as convincingly to others as it does to 
me, from the following ſtate of theſe imports for 20 * 
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for their own, "conſumption ; Vet. 1 do. not know, whether we are 
When a handful of Spaniards. 


horſes; ; 30d" cattle; : ; particularly in times preceding that a ert | 


the ſeverity .of 93 5 labour, and badneſs of the roads. It is evident, 
confurnption ; 3 the ſecond, the patriotic. endeavours and ſubſidies of 


purpoſes, and honeſtly appropriated, the iſland would have annually 
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ee colt of hiſs to the end es the firſt ten 
years, about 10,000 J. per aunum, and during the laſt about 11, oo0 J. 
The increaſed nutnber of ſheep and hogs; during the laſt ten years, 
was probably owing to the war, and the large armament collected at 
Jamaica, which increaſed the confumption of thoſe animals ; but, the 
former ſerzes, being u time of peace; 10, 000 /. may be taken as the 
average loſs to the iſtand upon theſe imports; but, if the like imports 

were now to be made, the loſs would be anntally greater by at leaſt 

| L” on acobunt of their enhunced prices to the importer, parti- 
1 ealarly the article of mules. 1 <lenkicions made: km the yea 

175 it was fuppofed that the ' planters required a yearly recruit 
of 2500 mules, which, at 18 J ger head to the importer, "eaſt 48,6001 
But ſuppoſing only one thoufand die teen and the prime coſt 
nt an average 15 J. per bead, making in the whole 1 5, O00 J. here is 
furniſhed a proof, either of a want of inhabitants, bat, K pres of 
mduſtry, or a want'of due attention on the part of. the aflembly to 
the ſtate of the iſtand, in their not having promoted ſufficiently the 
breeding of mules; conſidering the ample room aud conveniency of 
paſturage for dis purpaſe. There were at that time 450 ſugar 
aſtates in the iſland; that number has increaſed to upwards of 650, 
and conſequently a ſtock of 3900 mules at leaſt is required, which 
coſt the planters, from the breeder or importer, at a medium of 28 /. 
per head, the ſum of 109,200 J. annually. I cannot take upon me 
to affirm what the preſent importation amounts to; but it is pro- 
bably not leſs than heretofore. If we compute about 200 farms 
where mules are now bred, and that they ſupply twelve each every 
year at an average, in all 2400, there remain 1 500 to be brought 
in by importation. Fhere is likewiſe a conſiderable importation of 
horned cattle from the Spaniſh coaſt, for the markets, as well as for 
| | labour and breeding: does it not then appear manifeſt that the iſland 
| 8 | produces as yet not ſufficient for its own conſumption ? and what 
reaſon 
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reaſotr can be iMighed for this, other than that there are not dn 


farts or penns in ſufficient number hitherto eſtabliſhed. 
perſons have been deterred froth engaging their time 1d 


capitals in this way; imagining, that 4 glut would be the conſequenck, 


and the price of eattle and mulles be lowered; becauſe the Spaniſh 
breed are imported, and fold at a cheaper rate than they can Re) 
and make 4 ſaitable profit. But this is not always the caſe; fot I 


have known by. experience, that the importers themſelves, and the 


capital dealers, who purchaſe whole cargoes from the importers to ſell 
out apain, demand and get the ſame price for them that is uſually 
glyen fot thoſe” bred in the ifland, votwit that one of the 
latter breed is worth ititraifically more; and will p6 through more 
real ſervies and labour, than two of the Spanifh. But the ſecret is, 
that moßt wen have 4 prejudice iti favour of foreign articles, deſpiſing 
meir own, though far ſuperior it value; and befides, the #land 
- breeders require immediate pay in caſh pon felivery of the beaſts 
they fell 5 whereas the others give credit for a twelvemonth or more 
to the bayers, their profits being fo enormous, as in ſome caſes to 
double the whole purehaſe - money of their cargo, and therefore they 
ean well afford to wait ſo long for payment, ſecuring intereſt at 6“. 


per cent. in the mean time for their money; and this is a temptation 


whieh rarely fails of ſucceeding with the majority of the planters, 
who have not the command of ready money for the market. But 
unleſs it can be clearly proved, that, under colour of this mule trade, 
any bullion or other commodities of value are brought into the iſland, 
it would be a ſalutary and very excellent proviſion of the aſſembly, if 
they were to lay a certain tax or duty, to be annually augmented, 
upon every beaſt ſo imported; and if, at the fame time, the ifland 
breeders would all aſſociate, and agree to give a credit of fix or nine 
months, ſo as to enable the poorer planter to defray the coſt of his 


more politic than the forty ſhillings per head on Negroes imported, which 
raiſes the price of them to every induſtrious ſettler, for it comes out 
of his pocket; and it muſt be acknowledged he is very ill able to bear 
it; neither is the advantage gained from it, as an article of revenue, 
equivalent to the injury ſuſtained; for the dearer the implements of 
labour are rendered to the planter, the leſs will be the inducement for 


5 men 


purchaſe out of his next or ſucceeding. crop. Such a tax ſeems far 
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_ crative branch; on the contrary, I know, upon the moſt authentic 
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wedkeand the public or current impoſt of the — 2 For: defi- 
ciency or poll the third. the parochial, all of which; together make 
in the, firſt ycar an addition, f 10, leſs chan a. 5 , per head, on the 
price of every Negros he purchaſes,, which. operates as a./yery; great 
diſcouragement. to. poor; f ; It does not appear to me, that the 
mule trade gan. be, proved to. introductive of any other more lu- 


information, that yaſt abundance of gur ſmall hammered fil ver, 
royals and piſtorins, has, been conſtantly., exported, together, with 
dollars, for purchaſing myles.ang cattle,;, ſometimes tum has been 
carried, out in harricoes, or ſmall caſls ; but this rum was ſold on the 
coalt to buy dollars, which were directly laid out in mules and cat- 
ile; in every reſpect it ſeems to be a trafſick extremely pernicious to 
the iſland, and it is from this conſideration probably chat it has been 
more connived at by the Spaniards than any other. Exeluſive of 
the more expenſive undertakings, there are many other means that 
offer to white families, poſſeſſed of very little, by which they may 
thrive, and become, if not opulent, at leaſt independent and happy. 
Theſe are, the cultivation of corn; and uther proviſions; the breed- 
ing of ſheep, goats, hogs, turkies, geeſe, and other poultry, rabbits, 
pigeons, &c. ; for moſt of which there is à conſtant demand; nor 
would the rich planters turn their attention to the providing of 
theſe minute articles and neceiſaries on their own eſtates, if they 
could be regularly ſupplied, and at a moderate rate, by others; for 
they could beſtow: their time, and the labour of their Negroes, to 
more important purpoſes. 4 doubt not but the ſingle manufacture of 
oil from the ricinus, or oil -nut (which plant may be cultivated, 
and the oil drawn, with very little trouble and expence) for the ſup- 
ply of the ſugar eſtates, would maintain a whole family through the 
year very comfortably with all the neceſſaries of life, and leave ſome 
ſaving beſides. For example, 1000 gallons of it ſold at 3 5. 14 4. 
fer gallon, which is near 6 d. per gallon leſs than the price of the 

2 imported 
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imported oil, would ptoduce 1561. 5. One acre of ground plante d 
with: theſe trees: would ſupply nuts for a much larger quantity; and 
one advantage belonging to them is, that they may be planted on the 
ſides of gullies, and other waſte ſpots, where neither canes nor provi- 
ſions are uſually cultivated, Suppoſing 40,000 gallons to be the 
yearly, conſumption of the iſland, here is at once a proviſion for 
forty, poor ſettlers; indeed it might only furniſh» one proportion of 
their, gains, becauſe it would occupy ſo little of their time, as to L 
them leiſure ſufficient for other articles of profit. wy 
» Theſe particulars I briefly touch upon, as hints, leading to a more 
extenſive enquiry after a multitude of uſeful productions, which might 
ſupport numbers of {mal} ſettlers, fixed on ready-elcared ſpots, pro- 
perly encouraged, and maintained at the public charge for a reaſon- 
able time, until they could ſubſiſt hy the fruits of their own induſtry. 
The art of making indigo has been in great meaſure loſt to the ifland- 
for ſeveral years. There were formerly upwards of ſeventy gentle- 
mens carriages kept in the little pariſh/ of Vere, the vaſt profits of 
their indigo - works enabled them to live in ſuch ſplendor; and that 
part of the country, for its number of houſes and inhabitants, om both 
ſides the Rio Minho, reſembled a populous town. But an injudicious 
duty, impoſed and too long continued by parliament, ruined and ex- 
tirpated the manufacture; and the deſolation of that fatal act is to be 
traced. at this very day in the ruins of once crowded houſes, and the 
few and ſcattered inhabitants now to be found there. When the 
parliament ſound their error, it was not too late to have revived the 
manufacture in this iſland : it was in truth nothing more than juſtice, 
that, after ruining ſo capital a brauch of produce, and ſo many in- 
duſtrious families, the miſtake ſhould have been repaired, with cir- 
cumſtances particularly favourable to that iſland, by granting a bounty 
for a certain term of years upon all indigo grown upon, and imported 
from, Jamaica. Inſtead of this, the parliament were hurried into a 
worſe error, hy encouraging the importation of this article from any 
place whatſoever: indiſcriminately, and in foreign bottoms,” as well as 
Britiſh, ., Thus, after they had aboliſhed the manufacture in Jamaica, 
they followed the blow, by inviting foreigners to go upon this arti- 
cle, and even relaxed the act of navigation in their favour; the con- 
ſequence of which was, that the French at Hiſpaniola immediately 
06 took 
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took it up, and have fince gong on with- it ſo extenſively 10 we- 
ceſsfully, as to prevent its being efſectually reſumed in Jamaica; nor 
his the premium ſome years ſince granted upon indigo of Britiſh 
growth hitherto availed to retrieve; it; yet it might not be impracti- 
cable to ſet it on foot to advantage once more in Jamaica. It has 
lately been introduced with very. great fuccels, and carried to great 
perſedlion, by two or three gentlemen in: the pariſh of St. Fhomas in 
the Faſt, and their indigo has been thought equal to the haſt French; 
what remains is, a ſtill higher encouragement from the parliament, 
ot at leaſt the legiſlature of Jamaica, by a premium on every 100 /6, 
weight, under proper reſtrictions, and proofs, in regard to its growth 
and manufacture within the iſland, to prevent any fraudulent mix- 
ture of: Hiſpaniola indigo, and alſo rating the premium, according to 
the market value of the dye, by the eſtimation of reſpectable judges 
an their oaths. L may repeat what I have before obſerved, that there 
can be no want ob good land for theſe experiments, ſo long as there 
remain ſuch large tracts in waſte. A re- aſſumption of lands for- 
feited, or ſurrendered on non payment of quit- rents, and a ſevere 
tax upon all unſettled lands, would ſoon inform the legiſlature, on the 
expediency. of a further population, while they pointed out the di- 
ſtrits moſt in need of it. The re- aſſumption at Bagnall's thickets in 
St. Mary's pariſh, once a harbour for Negros · ĩhie ves and murder- 
who were unable to ſettle them, occaſioned that diſtrict to become 
a well · ſettled and proſitable part of the iſland. Experience is a good 
projector, and has pointed out the utility of carrying the like vigo- 
rous meaſure into effect in other parts, without reſpect to per ſons. 
Tbe whole number of inhabitants actually living in the iſland at 
this time is probably not much leſs than 200,000, including all com- 
plexions. If then the remainder of the land that is proper for culti- 
vation Was equally well ſettled, it would add a ſtock of near thrice as 
many more of inhabitants, or 600, ooo; in all 800,000. But admitting 
only as many more, or in all 400,000, let us reflect a little on the 
amazing increaſe ſuch an addition muſt cauſe to the conſumption of 
Britiſh — and product; to the national revenues, naviga- 
tion, and trade; the multitude of perſons in the mother country 
"aa would get their bread and maintenance by this acceſſion. of in- 
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e labourers:— The clear profit drawn from this. iſland yearly 
by Great Britain is not eaſy to aſcertain; ſince, excluſive of the con- 
ſumption of its inhabitants, the ſupply of their particular demands, 
the African trade, education of youth; intereſt of money,; remittances 
to abſentees and all other emoluments gained upon the iſland itſelf 
in every way, chere is a large ſum which ariſes from its connection 
with the Britiſh "and foreign ſettlements in America; the clear gain, 
allowing the duties and cuſtoms om the iſland - produce to be paid by 
the European conſumer, and therefore not to be credited to the iſland, 
has by ſome bern eſtimated at abbut' 400,000 J. ſterling per annum; 
but it is certainly more: yet, taking it at this ſum, is it not a noble 
tribute to Great Britain for her cate and protection? and ought not 
every proper meaſure to be conſidered at home, as well as in. the iſland, 
for enereaſing its population and products? For ſince this is very fea- 
fible, hat advantages may not Great Britain hereafter draw from it, 
as it ĩs capable, with a moderate further improvement, and extenſion 
of ſettlements, to preſent her parent ſtate with much more than a 
clear million every yeuri befides finding employment for artificers and 
manufa@arers' of almoſt every denomination; and for numberleſs in- 
digent or idle ee otherwiſe prove a mne Wane 
um ect a9 Some FED ES YA 34... ne | 
8 1 habe astag the" praficaility of eſtabliſhing breeding throw 
of pentis in the ifland, ſufffeient to anſwer its conſumption, and fave 
by that means a large balarice yearly-carried-out,' to the prejudice of 
the colony ſtock, und in füvour of foreigners, 1 ſhall corroborate the 
argument by mentioning what has been done in that midland part of 
the iſlünd called Pedro's Cockpit, which lies between Clarendon and 
St. Ann's pariſnes. This diſtrict, not many years ago, was without 
a ſingle / ſetilement. The face of the country here is ſingular enough 
to deſerve a ſmall digreſſion. It is ſpread for an extent of many 
miles with an infinite number of little round hills, whoſe ſurface is co- 
vered with a looſe lime ſtone, or. honeycomb rock, cloathed with fine 
cedar,” and other trees of enormous bulk; the dales, or cockpits, as 
they are called, which meander between theſe hummocks, contain a 
very good ſoil, of great depth, which is ſo well appropriated to the 
culture of Guiney graſs ( Holcus major aſſurgens) that the plant forms 
here a perfect ſod, a circumſtance I have obſerved: in no other part 
Vol. I. „ of 
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of the W Bodo OR pe here, that the blade in ge- 
neral is from three-to four feet in length: and when in ſeed, the main 
ſtem or arrow ſhoots up to the heighth of ten ot twelve feet, ſo as to 
overtop a man on horſeback, by which means it is diffieult, at ſuch 
umes, to diſcover any cattle that are graaing on it, unleſs from ſome 
adjacent eminence. Among the natural graſs peculiar to this; ſoil, 
there is 4 great abundance of a ſpeuies of broom weed, of a bitteriſn 
aſtringent taſte; which ſerves as a very proper corrector of the Guiney 
graſs, and makes it more wholeſome and nouriſhing- This; kind of 
paſture is excellent; for ſheep; and they:grow-ſo fat upon it as almoſt 
to exceed:credibility.!) «Phe; cattle and mules bredrheve; are larger and 
finer than in moſt other parts of the iſland [a]. The graziers carry 
on a very profitable trade, by purchaſing lean, old, or worn out fieers, 
and other horned cattle, in the loulands, aſter the crop, and at a low 
price; and bringing them into theſe paſtures, where they ſoon recover 
their fleſh; and grow! ſat, diſpoſe of them aſter wirds, at an advance 
of from 8 A to 10%. per head profits to the in the towns, 
and contraſtors for the kingꝰs ſhips; Although it often rains, or ra- 
ther dtizzles here this part of · the country hae vpryn few ſprings of 
water; to remedy this, the inhabitants are fully {by means 
of eiſterns or ponds. But the cattle and ſheep are in no want of 

ponds, the dews: and rains affording ſueh moiſtute to the 
graſs, as to keep it at all times fuceulent 3 aud this perhaps may be 
one cauſe of their extraordinary fatneſs. The climate here is delight- 
fully pure and cool; the inhabitants in general enjoy good health ; 
the Negroes in particular, being more; conſtantly reſident; ard rarely 
afflicted with any ſickneſs. The butter made here is ſo extellent in 
flavour and / firmneſs,-that Ine yer met unh any in England ſuperior 
to it, and the cows: have their udders plentifully ſtocked 3. whereas, 
in the lowland paſtures, they _ yield more than @ quart. cach 
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day, and their milk is thin and-wateriſh. - An enterpriſing man, who 
was the firſt ſettler here, patented 300 acres of land, built a defen- 
fible houſe upon à riſing ground, and formed paſtures; bis ſucceſs 
attracted others, ſo that there are now thirty-four ſettlers there, who, 
at their own expence chiefly, have made a very good road, almoſt due 
North and South, for ſeveral miles, and, their buildings being diſperſed 
on each ſide of the road, it has the appearance of a long ſtraggling 
ſtreet. The profits of the induſtrious among them are, we might 
ſuppoſe, ſo conſiderable, as to engage many others to aſſociate with 
them: but the ſame misfortune, which has given a check to the ſpirit 
of ſettling in other parts, as ſoon as the lands grew to be valuable 
and much in requeſt, has produced the like ohſtruction here; I mean, 
the avidity of engroſſing lands into poſſeſſion of a few, to be hoarded 
up and fold at an high price. At the time when the firſt ſettlement 
was formed here; any . perſon might have got lands at no other ex- 
pence than paying the patent fees; but the price has ſince riſen con- 
ſiderahly, ſo that an induſtrious man, ho ; is 5 oſſeſſed of ſome. Ne- 
groes, and a ſuſſiciency to a a fetement, 1 deterred from- it, by 
the enlarged value he muſt pay for land, which might of itſelf ab- 
ſorb nearly his whole capital, and 75 him "without means of em- 
barking on any probable hope of ſucceſs. I have,before remarked, 
that it depends on the, legiſlature to ſuppreſs theſe monopolies, by 
obliging all landholders to pay their quit- rents punctually, and by 
laying ſome additional tax upon thoſe runs: of which a certain num- 
ber of aores in every hundred is not yearly, cleared. of their wood, 
JHenced;: and planted, ſo that the proptietors ſnquld be forced either to 
ſettle, or ſell at a conſcionable rate to others, who might be inclined 
to become iſettle:. A proprietor, of one of theſe farms aſſured me, 
that he cleared 2000. per annum. The charge and contingencies, a after 
a farm is once eſtabliſhed,;;are very trifling. Dos not this Example 
indicate very forcibly, what may be done in ſhe midland parts of thus 
illand, towards an extenſion of ſettlements ?. Suppoſing the, thirty- 
four families ſettled in Pedro's to earn only 500l. currency per an- 
num, at an average, one with another, which, I pelieye is a moderate 
computation, here is an annual gain of 17, ooo. all or moſt of Which 
is ſpent in the iſland, or in purchaſe of 5 and, if ſuch 


are their r profits, in what/may be called their infant. ate, 3 it is reaſon- 
Hhh 2 able 
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able to expect, they will every year become more conſiderable, in pro- 
portion to the inereaſe of improvements. What bas been done here, 


I would apprehend, might, upon experiment, be found cqually pratti- 
rable T1 other parts, In North America, their townſhips are gene- 


"4 


rally granted fix” miles ſquare; which ſpace contains about 23,000 
acret. "PHE are Givided Ito foxty<three lots, vin one lot to the mi- 
niſter or rector, as an inherdtanee ; one lot by way of glebe for ſupport 
of the rector; one for à ſchool ; the other ſixty to as many families 
who ſhall, within five years from the grant, erect a dwcHing-houſe, 
with ſeven acres cleared and' improved, fit for mowing or ploughing. 
They are alf6 requited to krect, in the ſame. ſpace of time, a houſe for 
public warthip p. to taintaitf an orthodox minifter;/and provide ſchool- 
maſters, under cettain penalties. In each towynſhip certain town offi- 
cers are coniitütec by ack of aſſembly, Who are annually elected at 
a town-meeting held in the month of March ; theſe are, a town clerk, 
ſeven ſelect men (a fort'of magiltrates' for keeping the peace and gene- 
ral ſuperintendance over the veriiment of the ton) A town. treaſurer, 
twelye overſcers of the : poor, | ſeven afſefirs for taxation, ten ſire wards, 
fix fence-viewers, ten viewers ( of boards: „hingles, &c. twelv#elerks of 
the market, tix Collect rs of takes, "twelve conſtables, and ſome few. 
other officers.” T1 mean, by this allufion to the North American uſage, 
only. to hint a a. mode of ſettlement, which might be adopted in Ja- 
maica, though © on 4 much fmaller ſcale,” would'propoſe the eftabliſh- 
ing three townlhips, one in each of the three counties. - Intthe county 
ok. Middleſex, from Pedros Oockpits for a number of miles weſtward, 
quite into "the heart” of St. Jatmies's pariſti, is fcareely h; ſettlement 
| 'E ighabitants | in this ſpace are upwards of twelve miles ſquare, or abaut 
46,0 600 ſquare feres lying wafte and uſeleſs. A townſhip-might, I 
think; be fixed fomewhere to the eaſtward of the barrack at the head 
"of Rio Bueno, br elſe near the road leading from Cave River barrack, in 
Clatendon; to Runaway Bay in St. Ann's; in either eaſe, the diſtance 
would not be from fome ſtiipping - place on the North fide. The 
Eaſtern er Sorry towynſlip might be ſituated ſomewhere near the head 
af Rio Grande, in Portland; the Weſtern or Cornwall townſhip, near 
the bead ef- Marthabrat River, - or in any other more convenient 
parts, Which might be afcertained by actual ſurveys, and fo diſpoſed 
as not to interfere with the territories Ta the Maroon Negroes. | For 
carrying 
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carrying this into execution, ſurveys. ſhould be made, for diſcovering 
the places moſt commodious for fuch -undertakings ; theſe ſhould be 
made, and the lots laid out, at the public expence; the lands, if al- 
ready patented, and unſettled, according to the exigency of their | 
patents, which require them to he opened and planted within a li- 
mited time, ſhould be declared forfeited, be reſumed by law, and 
veſted in the crown, to be re- granted to the new ſettlers. No indi- 
vidual perſon ſhould be allowed to take or poſſeſs a grant of more 
than one lot. The houſes ſhould be built after one certain model, to 
be approved of by the legiſlature, and at a certain expence. A plan- 
tain walk, and provifion- ground, of four acres, might be provided 
for each ſettler, and one. Negroe, with ſome other helps, and 20“. 
towards the firſt year's maintenance. Aſter the firſt year, the whole 
might be aſſigned to each ſettler reſpectively on a leaſe of ſeven years, 
conditioned, that on payment into the public treaſury, at the expi- 
ration of the leaſe, or within ſix months after, the firſt coſt of build- 
ing the houſe, and purchaſe of the Negroe, the ſame ſhould then be 
confirmed to the party and his heirs ſor ever, in fee ſimple but 
otherwiſe, the ſame to re · inveſt in the public, to be ſold to the beſt 
bidder, and the money applied to the public uſe. As a further en- 
couragement, all ſuch ſettlers might be exempted from all taxes and 
impoſts whatſoever for the firſt four or five years, and from all ſer- 
vices, except in the militia. A firm and convenient road ſhould likewiſe 
be made for them to the neareſt market town, or. ſhipping place, at 
the public expence. I have ſcen ſeveral plans for North American 
townſhips,” but they are much too extenſive to be received in Jamaica, 
The difference of ſoil, climate, and culture, of the products and na- 
ture of its ſociety, require a different frame of ſettlement, Phe ſu- 
perior' richneſs of ſail (for inſtance) in this iſland makes it unneceſſary 
to portion out ſo great a number of, acres to each family, which +4 
might never be able wholly to cultivate, and would therefore con- 
tinue to lie waſte and unprofitable. to the public, the very evil we 
lament; nor would the collection of theſe families all together into 
a town or village, in the center of a large tract of land, be ſuitable to 
this climate, its huſbandry and products; it being more proper that 
each habitation ſhould be fixed on its reſpective lot, though in ſuch 
manner as to preſerve an eaſy communication among all che ſettlers, 
ler far 
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for their möthal advantage. und the ren 1 ſhall; in 
bumble imſtstion ef ttſe Worth“ Afnertean plan, 0 far as it can be 
accommodated to the nature of oor cnmste and ifland, propoſe the 
following ſketch; the better to- illuſtrate what 1*have-before men- 
tioned, * I ſuppole, e one mile ſquare, which will 
contain 64⁰ acres: this allows. to. twenty-eight planters fannlies 20 
acres each, ahd to fixtcen't en, artificers; or fhop-keepers, five 
acres each: but in the fürVey due allowance inult be malle of a 
eertain quantity beſides, Wr we interſet g roads "which/ vols the 
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Clearing and planting 1 in dn 84 acres of woodland, x 
being thres acres, to each planter's lot, at 6 I. per aere, . go 
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Salary to a refident ſurgcounn, —— —, ¶ 100 

Ditto a ſuperintendant reſident, 1 — 100 
Expence of ſurveying, fixing lots, making cos, and car- 6 

a c goods, nay! be oftinared at about. ASI $1496. 


« 


Total, 000 
To above to e for. this Won WP 1 propoſe that the 
Aefßfeleney tax ſhould be appropriated as a: ſtanding fund, and be 
taiſed to 30 J. at leaſt for every defaulter; next. to this, the legiſ- 
lature might attend to the following ways and means. 
A duty of 40 b. per head upon all horned or live oattle (except 
Leiters under three years) ĩmported into the iſland. | | 
The like ſum on all. mules and horſes imported, from. any part of | 
the world; except Great Britain. 
A tax of 1.5.) per acre, on all. patented, and vockered.. or un- 
ſettled woodlands,” or ruimate. The whole expence of the three 
townſhips being 24, 000 J. thete dan be no doubt, I think, but theſe 
lands would be very ſufficient ;- they would bring in probably not 
leſs than 15, 00 0. per annum; and one advantage to be reaped. 
from the plan is, that, in proportion as they fell ſhort or diminiſhed: 
every year, ſo much would the ifland be advanced in population, 
and the mieans of ſupplying cattle and ſtock for its own conſump- 
non. The deſiciency tax could fall ſhort only by keeping - up: 
the fall [complement of white ſervants ; the cattle, and mule tax, 
by the increaſed Jamaica breed, and reduced importation; the land: 
tax, by the more extenſive opening and cultivation of thoſe lands 
which were the objects of it. The ſurplus of the fund ſhould reſt 
in the treaſury, either for contingent ſupplies and reliefs to theſe 
townſhips; improving their roads, bounties or premiums on their. 
raiſing certain commodities. beſt adapted to their ſituation, and the 
advantage of the iſland commerce; or for eſtabliſhing new townſhips. 
on the ſame plan; for they are ſo contrived, that, whenever any 
one of them is fully peopled, another ſquare may be added to it 
on any ide, and fo on, until. the whole diſtrict is well inhabited. 
It may :poffibly be objeRed, that new Negroes would not be ſo 
. to the ſettlers as ſeaſoned labourers. . To obviate this, I would. 
| propoſe, 
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propoſe, that, aſter obtaining a true liſt of every male Molatto fave 
in the iſland, a levy ſhould be made in each county, after the moſt 
_ equitable mode, of 28 for each reſpective townſhip, preferring thoſe 
who are from 14 years of age to 30. For theſe, the owners ſhould 
receive 101. per annum, rent for five years certain. At the expira- 
tion of ſtwe years ſervice in their townſhip, and on a certificate from 
the ſuperintendant of their faithful and good bebaviour, they ſhould 
be entitled to their freedom; be baptized, and have esch a lot, not 
exceeding five acres, of land affigned them in the. neighbourhood of 
the townſhip ; their value ſhould, be adjudged by a: jury of twelve 
men on their oaths in the preſence of a magiſtrate ;/ and, after de- 
ducting the 50 J. rent for five years, ſatisfaction ſhould be made out 
of the treaſury to their proper owners, for ſo a, as their value 
ſhould be found! to exceed that ſum. At the endlof the fourth year, 
the publick might purchaſe 28 new Negroes, and diſtribute them 
umong the” planter families, ſo that when the time of the; Mulattoes 
etnancipation arrived; theſe Negrues, having been 4 twelye month in 
the iſland; would be tolerably well ſeaſoned to the climate, and capable 
of doing ſervice to their employers. If the expence of purchaſing 
new Negroes ſhould be thought too great, this mode of ſupply ing 
Mulattoes might be continued, and a new levy made for every fixth year; 
by this means, we might gain by degrres a hardy race of theſe people, 
capable of bearing arms, inured to labour, and ſtimulated by /grati- 
tude to exert themſelves in defence of the country. In laying out 
the ſurveys of theſe townſhips, every convenience ought to be at- 
tended to, in reſpe& of water, or ſprings, goodneſs of ſoil, and 
healthineſs of ſituation; the latter requires, that the houſes ſhould 
be placed on ſufficiently-dry and elevated ſpots, far from ſwamps 
or moraſs, and where there is a free circulation of air. This we find 
was a principal conſideration with the cautious general of Cuba, when 
he gave inſtructions for the expedition concerted againſt Jamaica in 
the year 1657, directing the officer, who conducted it, “ to fix on 
40 ſome convenient place for head quarters, ſituated high, and adjoin- 
<« ing to ſome watering-place, for the enjoyment of freſh' air, and 
« preſervation of health; having been taught by experience, that 
all low, unyentilated ſituations in this patt of the world are moſt 


unwholeſome. The fireets ſhould be of good breath, and the houſes 
| | not 
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not crowded together. Towns (as they are generally conſtruded in 
the Weſt Indies) are not well adapted to health. The contiguity 
of buildings, tbe frowzy atmoſphere of muny inhabitants aſſembled 
withm a ſmall” compaſs,” the lownelſs' of their fituation, the eaſy com- 
munication of infectious diſtempers; and the lazy or debauched lives 
of the people, are great objeftions to them. In the "mountainous 

parts, chere can be little difficulty, in finding the beſt poſitions near 
: fois ſpring of water, or river head; the Pedroe ſettlers; who make 
uſe of rain water, which' is here collected in a ſtate of great purity, 
find it perfectly light and wholeſome: Ciſterns therefore may be 
made for this purpoſe, where no ſpring or river water may conve- 


90. 155.,p per ann. Jamaica currency. 
His children each, 64 10. 
To be paid to them regularly per week or month as may be thought 
beſt for thein; the ſuperintendant, giving ſufficient bond ſecurity for 
14 ah; Nen | 7 his 


To every man at the rate of 13 . * 
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his boneſt diſchatge of this truſt, might be properly veſted with is; un 
der the receiyer generals eontroul, aud tubjett- to the enqwiries of 
the aſſembly by regulating the allowance in this equitable manner, 
thoſe families ho are burthened with the greateſt number of child- 
ren, would be entitled to receive the largeſt proportion of ſuhſiſtence; 
and the amount upon an / average would probably not much exceed the 
calculation in the eſtimate. The advantage of ſettling theſe militar 
families is very apparent z they are ſenſoned to the climate, ee 
to che modes of living in it, and the men ready trained in arms for 
the defence ofthe country ; in theſe reſpeAs, they are much . 
ble to Europeans newly introduted frem alimates, and habits af living 
very different. The propriety, and indeed neceffity, of making theſe 
temporary proviſionʒ for poor families juſt ſettled is | equally obvious; 
it. was through want of ſuch ſupports at the firſt, putſer; tat. the many 
expenſive encouragements annually. granted for! feveral years, by the 
aſſembly, to invite ſetilers over, have been heretgfore ſo ineffectual. 
- Several poor adventurers came at different times from Europę, and a- 
mong the reſt, a colony of Palatines; theſe people had the charge of 
their paſſage defrayed, and were ſubſiſted until they arrived” on the 
lands aſſigned to them, which they found in wilderneſs, the trees for 
the moſt part of ſtupendous bulk, an not one acre - cleared. Deſti- 
tate of habitations, as well 28 of land * for culture, their time 
was neceſſarily firſt taken up with butld;ng houſes, and felling: trees; 
the labour and hardſhips, they had to ſtruggle with, were much too 
ſevere for perſons juſt come from Europe ; ;. moſt of them died, the reft 
diſperſed, and not one of theſe families (as T am told) ſucceeded.” - As 
an example what induſtry may. do here, when properly ſupported at 
the firſt ſettling, 1 ſhall relate the following fact. A man with his. 
family, conſiſting of a wife, ſome children, and a few Negroes (twelve 
I think, or fourteen) came from Barbadoes, and obtained ſotne wood- 
land in the eaſtern diviſion of the ifland, not many years ago. Upon 
this ſmall foundation, and by indefatigable labour and cconomy, he 
formed two exceedingly valuable ſugar plantations, one of which he be- 
ſtowed upon his ſon, and became able to give a very handſome provi- 
ſion to each of his other children: I believe he 1s ſtill living. and not 
only enjoys ee of an caſy fortune of his own acquiring, but 
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| Al debe wems refteQion; of baving raiſed his numerous fa- 
milly from a ſtate of mdigence* to affluent e It is to a 
French gentleman, who lately took refuge im the ame diftti& with his 
family and a fe Negrocs, that we are indebted for à revival of the 
indigo manufacture, which promiſes to become one day very flourith- 
ing, and beneficial to the iſland. Can it be too dear a purchaſe, to ob- 
tan induſtrious ſettlers, like theſe men, on the terms I have propoſed ? 
T perfaade myſelf to believe, the gentlemen. of the iſland would ac- 

| knowledge, in a few years, the money applied to this end, to have 
been well beſtowed. - "What advantages of internal ſtrength and ſolid 
ſecurity, what an enlargement to their exports, what aids in taxation, 
might they have poſſeſſed at this hour, if 100,0007, of the money an- 
nually laviſhed away upon 4 fill bnfibithed battery, ſtuck into a quag- 
mire; at the entrance of Kingſton harbour, had been judiciouſly ex- 
pended, i in forming a more neceſfary and durable bulwark, by the 1 in- 
troduRion. and ſupport of boneſt, induſtrious families, in thoſe path= 
leſs diſtricts of the iſland,” Which as yet have no other inhabitants ex- 
cept trees, runawa ſlaves, and wild hogs! There is not a man of ſenſe 
in che iſland who believes either that this battery; is capable of defend - 
ing the iſland from in vaſion, or of holding any conſiderable reſiſtance 
_ againſt a regular attack of ſhips; there is not one who is not con- 
vinced, that it 1s uſcleſs with reſpect to internal inſurrections; that it 
cannot repel the in vaſion of foreign enemies; that the chief dependance 
muſt roſt/ in fich an emergeney, on the ftrength of our own fleets; and 
confi equently' that this pile of Kone and mortar ſerves" no other pur- 
poſe, than as a ſinking fund, into which ſome thouſand pounds are 
every year thrown away, and that with a8 much regularity, and as 
latte reluctance; as if the very being and exiſtence of the ifland de- 
pended upon it. Every real and diſintereſted well-wiſher to this 
colony muſh anxiouſly. deſire to fee the time, when theaſſembly ſhall 
awake to à ſenſe of their true intereſt, "ard expend the public money 
upon 1 uch other ſchemes of defence, as promiſe to yield an adequate 
return, —— the increaſe; of people, of ſettlements, of products, and 
commerce; f wealth, and genuine ſecurity. "Of eleven acts paſſed by 
the legiſlature for the encouragement of Tuben one only ſeems to 
have been at all calculated to anſwer the purpoſe; this was the act 
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N* . paſſed in 1749, [oH It æmpowered commiſſioners to/appoint 

agents in Great Britain or elſewhere, and to contract with; white 
families to come over, and with maſters of ſhips for their paſſage; 
and to draw from the iſkind: treaſury a ſum not exceeding 6000 J. 
currency per annum for. this uſe, It enacted, that ſueh alte on their 
arxixal, ſhould be lodged and ſubfiſted until. they equld be provided 
with lands or employment... That owners of, lands, on | receiving 
ſuch-perſons, and conveying, in fee fimple, to the head of every. fa- 
mily, twenty acres. of good land, within, a mile, of, ſome inhabited ſet- 
tlement, with four acres of the twenty, planted with proviſſons, a 
ſufficient dwelling houſe. of 50 l. value, one good Negroe 0 35 1; 
value, and 20 J. in money; or any onen entering into bond. of 500 /, 
oy to Deas all Rt ing 8 the 158 and i in 
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That any. perſon n introdueing and. 11 A: family in / this manner, 
at bis own EXPENCe,. ſhould be entitled to 1454, and. 10/, ;fvirther for 


each perſan of ſuch family; and that ſuch family N ifave, Tiny 
for four years to the perſon ſo introducing itt. 


That the commiſſoners ſhould purchaſe lands, fobliſt, ad bete fami- 
lies upprovided for. That perſons importing themſelves ſhould be lodg- 
ed, ſubſiſted. and proyided for, in the like manner. That duch demie 
and perſons ſhould be exempted ſrom all taxes (except quit rents) ſor 
ſeven yeats, and from all public ſervice and duty (except in the militia) 
for the ſame term; but might not. alienate; their land. in that term. 


- [8] under the encouragements granted by the Wert vas paſſtd* in 1736, 1943; 140, and 
continued to 1752, in all. a ſpace, of about fixteen yeats, one hundred and eight families and 
fifteen artificers were introduced, at the expence of-1 7,897 4% 19, 4. This would have proved 
2 good bargain ſor the country, if che families ſo introduced could, have ſertled themſelves 
without the help of Negroe-labonters; but many of them failed ſor want of this help; and the 
| affairs of others became, ſo involyed, by purchaſing: of Negroes, that they were obliged fame time 
afterwards to apply to the aſſembly for FFlieh, which was readily granted. , Theſe acts therefore, 
although they operated effectually in bringing 0 over ſettlers to the colony, .were de fective in the 
main operation, the * * of 9 and eſtabkming them ene 1110 11 
wee brought. e e 903, 100/108 03 in 


N } except 
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except; by will. \Laſtly, chat a bounty extraordinary of 10h each, 

ſhould be given to every artificer that ſhould arrive, This act con- 
tinued in ſorce nine years, and was then repealed. If the commiſſioners, 
during this ſpace, drew out of the treaſury the full annual ſum al- 
lowed: by the act, it amounts in nine years to 54006 J. expended for 
this purpoſe; but IL never could learn, what number of ſettlers were 
thus procured, though I believe it to bave been confiderable ; for, 
after the entire accommodation with. the Mardon Negroes in 1740. 
ſettlements began; to be formed in thoſe parts of the country, where 
none choſe to venture before. It was. from this period; that, under 
the encouragement of different adds, but particularly the laſt men- 
tioned, the pariſhes. of St. Mary, St. George, St. James, Portland, 
the interior. parts of St. Thomas in the Eaſt, St. Anne, Clarendon, 
Hanover, Weltmorcland, and St. John, began to be cleared for plan- 
tations ; and, that a greater prog [might have been made, it is to 
be regretted, that the good e enacted by this law wen not 
continued for a longer „ 

The cauſe of its diſcontinuance was probably the hs ſtate 5 the 
illand treaſurx, about the year 1757; for it had been drained, not 
only by factions in the country, and. the immenſe charge of founding 
the battery at. Moſquito Point, but, as it was then a time of war, and 
invaſions were apprehended from the French, very large ſums were 
thought. neceſſary to be voted towards compleating that battery, and 
putting the fortifications in general into a proper ſtate of. defence; 
which, together with the expences of removing the courts and records 
to Kingſton, the diſſipation cauſed by frequent elections, and the con- 
tinuance of martial, law, (ever hurtful to the planting and trading 
intereſts), plunged the people and treaſuty ſo. deeply in debt, that the 
latter has ſcarcely yet recovered itſelf. The act I have recited, al- 
though, better framed; than the, preceding. ones, was nevertheleſs ex- 
geptionable in many particulars ; and I flatter. myſelf the plan I have 
recommended, with ſuch. other matters of attention which I, ſhall. 
hereafter,pr WON? appear calculated for bringing over or ſettling fa+ 
milies at much leſs charge. and far more adyantage to the iſland. The 
purchaſing} of lands is an expence Which conſumes too much of the 
money devoted to the purpoſe of ſettling, and might well be ſpared 
in. a country where are ſo many ed acres of. unemployed land, 
chat. 
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that may: be oome at en derber terms. The Jodgings of perſom 


439 WY J As 11 A 1 A 


newly arrived, in an-cxpentive. towen, to be idle, and contract lick. 


neſs, during ſix months previous to their being eſtabliſhed on ſome 


ſettlement, cannot fail to debilitate them, and thin their numbers. 


When a ſtranger obtains bis grant of land in North America, the 


very firſt buſineſs be takes in band is the planting his orchard and 


_ garden, end fowing: ſome corn. This is invariably done before he 


degias to build his habitation; bete this proviſion requires feveral 
months to bring it to maturity ; whilſt it is growing up, he builds 
his houſe at leiftire, and by the time it is fit to receive him, he has a 
good ftore of fobd read) for His fümily's- ſubſiſtence. In Jamiaica it 


zs doubtful Which of the two ſhould be the firſt work, both of them 


being ſo immediately neceflary. But here it ſhould perhaps be the 
wall to plant a ſpace of ground i in readineſs with a variety of what is 
called bread&md,” cocos, yams, Potatoes, &c. and corn great and 
ſmall; and to build weather-tight Youfes, that the new ſettlers, inſtead 
of being lodged in the towns, or ted by commiſſioners on falt beef 
and biſctit, might cater at! once into à wholeſome air, and enjoy 
plenty of *freſh meat and vegetables. "The additional expence' would 


be trifling, if to each family ſhould be given a few hogs, ſheep, or 


goats; and breeding poultry, to begin with. As the firft twelve- 
month is moſt likely to diſagree with new comers,” the laborious 


| work of building their own habitation in parts of the country where 


the timber is large and heavy, and the atmoſphere frequently drip- 
ping, "ought certainly to be taken off their hands; and the like in- 
qulgenee muſt be allowed in regard to the firſt elearing of the wood, 


if they are ſettled on woodland, that has never been diſturbed. 


In ſhort, in order to do well, they muſt be permitted, during the 
firſt year, to live as much at their eaſe as poffible; ; after were their 


induſtry will naturally be excited to open a little more woodland, 


and enter upon cultivation of ſome ſuitable products of the country. 
It will require this time, to enable them to underſtand their foil, to 
ſtudy the articles moſt fit for their huſbandry, and aeccommodate 
chemlebve to their new fituation' in every reſpect. 11 75 
Indulgence is certaiuly due to thoſe who paſs ſadenly from a cold 
into a warm climate, where they find the whole face of nature 
changed, and different from what they have been uſed to ſee ; found 


2 policy, 
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policy, as well as humanity, concur! in pointing out to us that we 
ought to lead our new gueſts, who are to be our brethren and aux- 
xiaries, ſtep by ſtep through fo great a tranſition. If it ſhould be 
thought adviſeable to bring over European families, the agent for 
the Hand, or. perſons employed by bim, wight ſeck for them either 
in Great Britain or Ireland, or even in other countries; which mode 
would ſave much trouble to the gentlemen of the iſland, becauſe the 
committee of correſpondence might with propriety take the charge of 
directing bim from time to time, purſuant to ſuch orders and limi- 
tations. as the aſſembly ſhould judge neceſſary; and this regulation 
would make the appointment of ſpecial, commiſſioners inexpedient. 
A ſuitable proportion of certain artificers ſhould be ſtationed among 
the familics ; becauſe, their ſettlement, being diſtant, from any large 
town, they may by this means be relieved from the charges, and loſs 
of time, incurred by traveling frequently for trifling neceſſaries. A 
ſurgeon ouglit alſo to be placed with them on a ſalary, to be paid 
by the public. In two or three years the expence might ceaſe, be- 
caule it is to be ſuppoſed, that by that time they. would be able. cither 
to do without one, or to maintain him. themſelves. A ſuperintendant 
would be neceflary to reſide among them, whoſe buſineſs it ſhould be 
to attend the aſſembly at every annual meeting, and report to them 
the Rate. and condition of why: families, and their - 3 he 


. 


the nblic expence: : this 3700 is the crophd-vigrk of all; for, un- 
leſs this be done, the forming a remote inland ſettlement could tend 
very little, if any thing, to the public advantage; for what could be 
hoped for from families, ſo cireumſtanced, that, ſo far from being 
able to convey their goods to market, they might be e of 
even conveying their own perſons, without imminent peril to life, 
or at leaſt extreme fatigue and difficulty? To expect that they nd 
ſelves ſhould open and form a road, would be unreaſonable and un- 
juſt ; it would be impoſing upon them the arduous taſk of 13 
the woods, and clearing eight ſquare acres for every mile's length; 
an operation ſo laborious and Glatory,. as to occupy their whole 
time, and leave them not a moment's reſpite for attending to their 
little plantations, and domeſtic improvements. The very making 
ſuch a road (an race a charge upon the public), would become 


a princ 12 
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C | principal means of enfuring ſucceſs to the ſettleme ut; for the p 
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ceive'their neceſſary ſupplies with ſecurity, cheapneſs, ald kliſpatch; 
and apply themſelves to cultivate even' the moſt bulk commodities 
with a cettain'proſpeA' of getting them early to the market ;in ſhort, 
one thicf impediriciit thit has Gbſtrüösted the fcttlemefts, e 4 
tempted, would be removed. The beads of fümilics, ſelekted for theſe 
ſettlements, ought not to be men of bad character, aud diffotutc lives, 
the offals of their cbuttry; but ſuch," whoſe poberty v5" "Heir: greateſt 
crime. To' theſe ſhould be delivered by the agent and bis rie 
a printed detail of the encouragements granted”: ſome of them, tranſ- 
lated into French, might likewiſe de diſperſed i in proper places, as an 
invitation to Protefiint families of that nation, / moſt of whom are good 
Economiſts, hardy, arid induſtrious. ee en . ft 
By forming one townſhip | in each year, the expence Wötld not be felt 
4 by the treaſury; and in time, the fund might admit of building a 
Chapel in each or the performance of 47 web ler vice. The artifi- 
cers moſt neceffary for each townſhip ate, A carpenter "and Joiner, 
a maſon and bricklayer, wheetwright, ſaw yer, blackſmith, ſaddler, 
taylor, and a ſhoe-maker or cobler; an extra bounty might be given 
to each of theſe on their arrival. Every ſuch ärtifcer and head 
of 2 family "ſhould be furniſhed out of the arſenal, and maga- 
Zines, with ſufficient arms and ammunition; on their feſt arrival at 
the iſland, they mould be committed to the care of the receiver general, 
or of bis proper deputies at the but-ports, to be forwarded by them, 
in floops, to the lariding-place moſt convenient, from whence they 
ſhould be conveyed with their goods'to their reſpective townſhip by 
eaſy journeys, and with all ſuitable accommodation, at the public 
charge. The ſuperintendant, upon this occaſion; might attend {= 
to the place deftmed for their future abode, © Care, no doubt, would 
be taken by the afſembly, that every thing, reſpecting the clearing of 
the ground, planting the firſt ftock of proviſionb, and building houſes, 
ſhould be fo ordered, and conformed to 2 advices received from their 
agent, as that the families, upon their arrival, might immediately be 
lettled; if military families could be obtained for this purpoſe, agree- 
ably to my firſt propoſition, theſe, by being on the ſpot, might be 
| n with leaſt charge and inconvenience ; but, if it is neceflary to 
have 


| leave, France, t. 
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have recourſe o Europe, I can deviſe no other means than I haye o 


linea 
* 


1 j 


tos, bringing oer, {ach perſons, only who ſeem qualified to 
xxturn for the expences beſtowed, Fg heir emigration "0 

pF nnd are not leſs to be admired. for t Judiciens precautions 
ue benden of. 10 golonies, chan for the 

Fn ry to have-theſe countries 725 leniſhed with people. For 


bis eng: then oblige every captain. of a,merchant ſhip, which departs 
nom France for thei, Well lv fertlemencs ko.carcy. a certain num- 


ber of, indented, ſervants... All xeſſels of Arch tons, of under, are to 
carry three; from ſixty to an an hundred tons, four; and from an hun- 
See ix ſuch eryants;,who. arc;direge to he al ſound, 
ſtrong bodies, between, the age; of eighteen and cor ty. Before they 
e ſervants ae examined by. the officers of the admi- 
ralty, to ſee whether they, are the. perſons, required. by law. An ex- 


amipation to the aun Fefpele is made by the commiſfary, on their 


landing, in America: „Where (if approved) they are to, erye three 
Vers. The planters are compelled by law to keep. a certain numher 
5 Srl Pn in, oe to 1 0 8 0 {pd 1915 3 


alda * this ls ou. government ; to that, if their ces. 
law indiſpenſably compelled them. to keep, a certain number of white 
ſervants, they have only two ready means of making. ſuch a proviſion, 
both of which are extremely improper; the qne is, by picking up any 


idlers, or vagabonds, they can meet with Rroggling, about the coun= 
try; the other, by obtaining ſervants. from the crimp's office in 


London, and other ſuch purveyors at the great ſeaport towns, from 
whence none ſcarcely ever iſſued, that were not contaminated with 
every vice, and diſeaſe; ;. bad as theſe, recruits are, they have coſt the 
planters vaſt ſums of money, pak for their paſſage; which is the rather 


to be regretted, as the greater part of ther deſerved, for their i iniquities, 


to have been tranſported at the expence of the Britiſh government. 
How different has the conduct of 125 two nations been in regard to 
peopling... their, Weſt. India poſſeſſions F rance, like a ſkilfal gar- 
dener, has been careful il in 4 choice of plants, and treated her colo- 
mes as A fayourite nurſery, n 18 none ſbould be fixed that werg 
Vox, J. K RE nat 
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che 
ee DEEDS 


treats her 


fruit ;\*Britain,/6n the contra 
. 4 a diſtant ſpot, upon which, ſhe jy: od con- 
vetiiently liſchatge all her nuifances, weeds, and filth; Naving it * 
kitely to chance, Whether any 'yaluable producion ſhall 
bp 8 5 Bi it i not to chance that France Js — the 
preſent improved Rate of her Weſt India ſettlements, in which th 
are ieknowledged far fuperior to thoſe belonging to Great Britain ; the 
is juſtly emitled to Plume herſelf upon it, as the reſult of her conſtant 
tion to promote their” fucceſs, by every way that prudetice could 
, or the power of the nation could contribute; ſpa 1 
ul expedients, ndr mone) 4 Rocking them-with geg a 
arid fober, thhabitatits; aud attending to their progre "a" Se 
with a watchful: e utiremitted di gente. 
Out ur coloniſts, bandonsd to their own guidance, d. ate be, 
fortned wonders : but they would have:done much greater things, 
c 5 / ſupport which his bech given to cheir rivals, It is a 
Grenmſtance, that We French excel ub in'two bf our oldeſt 
2 ſtaples, Tobi aol. indigo ; that their” Hands are beyond 
compatiſon better peopled. and peopted with à more ſuber and induſ- 
en, bet of men:; that they are detter fortified on their coaſts ; bet- | 
ter gatriſoned with troops ; and that the expence of this protection i 15 
paid by their government: Þ that; their taxes bing leſs than ours, 
according to ſone calculations, 50 or 60, 000 1.” ſterling per annum, 
they can better ae to penetrate into. the inmoſt recefles' of their 
iſlands with good roads, to conſtruct biidges, cut canals for watering 
their plantations, make rivers navigable, or carry on other public 
works of general utility. But, to deſiſt from the invidious taſk of 
depreciating our own ſettlements, though I mean nothing by the 
compariſon, but to enforce the reaſongbleneſs, and even neceſſity, of 
endeavouring to reſcue them from decline; 1 hall only. expreſs my 
ardent wifhes, that we may not too long diſdain to mix à little of 
the French policy in our ſyſtem of colony government. ' I have ven- 
tured my thoughts, and propoſed a variety 2 reſources, for accom- 
pliſhing a plan, wherein every ee holding a property in this 
iſland, is particularly intereſted, not to ſpeak gf the nation in general. 
Could it be well peopled, the good es would be marked and 
| enjoyed, 


- plantations 
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. by die tiſt uf lands, anch the fall of taxes j greater ſecurity, 
would) octafion. the one, and ſuch a reinforcement of contributors the 
other us it augmented in opulence and ſtrengtha it would become 
more und mot a primo object to Great Biſtain 3 its ſtaple commodi- 
ties might be improved and increaſed; new materials for export ob- 
tained; its commerce and importance advanced, until it ſhould. * 
in value all r n * See 
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1. they» probably obtained their plants from: the Brafils.; their 
plantations: ſerved only to furniſn them with ſagar for their own 
conſumption ; forrit does not appear that they exported any. The 
Nevis planters, who came hither, with General Brayne, entered more 
largely upon this artiele 3 and, after their example, Colonel Barring» 
ton and other officers of the army formed ſome few ſugar planta- 
tions; but ſo unſkilful wert they in the manufacture of it, that what | 
they made was of very bad quality; black, and of no grain; upon 
Sir Thomas Madiford's appointment to the government, in 1664, he 
inſtructed the inhabitants in the art of management, as then praQtiſed 
at Batbadoes 3 and from this period their produce grew into eſteem at 
the Britiſh marktt. The preſent ſlate of agrieulture in this iſland far 
tranſcends what ĩt vas fifty. years agb, but it ſtill labours under many 
imperfe&iors- | A- ſpirit! of enperiment has of late appeared, which, by 
quitting che old beaten track, promiſes to ſttike out continual im- 
provements; larger ſalaries being now given to the overſeers or ma- 
nagersi they are in general men of much better ability than formerly 
were employed. The inhabitants for a long time thought that Bar · 
badoes was the only nurſery for good planters, and managers were 
obtained from thence with great eagerneſs; but, on arriving in Ja- 
maica, theſe perfons found themſel ves gtestly at a loſs: this is to be 
aſcribed-torthe diverſity of foil and ſeaſons in Jamaica ; ſo that one 
Kkk 2 uniform 


" $6 un con xt 
uniform G lem of Planting ell not fait. every pero ot it. (rte Bur. 
| badians are excellent for dry, worn ; out dands, on the ſbuth- 
fide; Wbere che feaſong ure tolerably regular i but, to find in manager 
who enn uridertalee any boili in any pariſh; of the iſland we inuſt not 
ge dat of che ifm F Aucn note are 40 capable of it. a thaſe who 
| have been 4 long time wn hy having charge of 
a number of leſtites diRivncly fituated;chave-gained-that knowledge 
from habitual obſervation and experience, that is not to be acquired 

by any other means, as we yen of any treatiſes upon 


this ſubject, adapted to t R e K. 2767 a plan Was 
formed here, 2 eſtabſi ng a4 pareiorie 5 5 for improving the 
age wee cultiva. 


productions and merce of che 
| mags pony vic rmes #58. 5457 Nac i, tit eee fact yt; 
We have * 


good from Edele unte- ber fumtie purpalts in Eng 
land, Ireland, Scotland, and North —————— 
France, and ther fureigu ſtutes he ingenious treatiſe on agri- 
culture, (publiſhed! by Mr. Full atrock:out new lights, and ſſhewed 
| riety of © groundigg this ({oience upbn actual experiment. But 
the inſtitutiom of ſocieties threw open at once an eaſy channel of 
communication, to the gentleman and the farmer; by which the har- 
velt#/of knowledge they bad: ſcveralkyligleaned, might cde-collefied 
into one common Rock; and diſtributed to the public. Thel gene · 
rous principles, to which theſe ſocieties: oed tlieir birth, very ſoon 
excited the attention of men of erudition; and to them, tlie public 
becutne indebted for many diſſertations whichthave h ſincę appeared in 
int, by which means the art has been greatly extended, and brouglit 
to 4 degree of perfection in Englandf Which probably it never would 
babe attathed without ſuch aſſiſtance. Mir. Home's/uſefuldittle tract 
upon ſoils, fWunded chiefly upon chemical experiments, may ſerve 
to ſhew the neceſſity of reſcuing this art from the barbarous reveries 
of igtiorant' downs; and che ſhackles of antiqusted prejudices; it may 
allo prove how much this purſuit ſtands in need of the aid af natural 
Philoſophy, chemiſtry; and ſome other branches of polite ſcience, to 
bring it Kill nearer towards perfection. It is) true, ve are not to ex- 
pect that this little iſland will ever become: the ſeat of philoſopby ; 
nevertheleſs, I may fairly affirm, Wy are many gentlemen in it, 
CC F. 4A ſufficiently 


This was far from being a chimerieal project. 
effects a1 


BOOK 1. TCH ar. M5 - nn 


ſufficiently qualified for making ad vances 4 ſeiente of planting. 
The rapid progteſd which the French are making in the neighbouring 
illands ſhould ſtimulate us on to puſſi our enquiries and improvements 
ſo far us to win the race from them in the competition; that) by dint 
of ſuperior ſkillj we may be able to manufacture our produce, of at 
leaſt equal good quality, with leſs expence, and to dend it at greater 
proſit than they are able. This we chnnot hope to bring to paſs by 
greater natural fertility of ſoil. ſinoe in this particular they are ſaid 
to c ,- but, if we can find out the way to make better uſe of 
what we have than we ſeem to do at there is reaſon for hoping 
they may not long have cauſe to bonſt of their advantages over us. 
The "eſtabliſhment! of a ſociety upon this plan neceſſarily calls upon 
thoſe who are lovers of their country: (or, to ſay the truth, 
rather lovers of their own intereſt), to impart; with freedom ſuch 
remarks at they have already formed, z well as to apply their minds 
to freſh diſquiſitions: it is in the power of moſt men do contribute 
ſome what towards the common fund of uſeful knowledge; and it is 
certainly a duty which every man owes to the country in which he 
lives,” to put his hand to the plough for the general good, for no 
man lives for himſelf alone; nor ſhould any one ſuffer partial views,. 
vulgar prejudice, or the ridicule that may ſpring from weak minds, 
to divert him from that benevolent" attachment to the public welfare, 
even in the minuteſt applications, which characteriſes the true patriot, 
and friend to mankind. To perſevere in errors, beeauſe our forefathers: 
did ſo, is the ſure mark of a narrow ot indolent ſoul; not to endea- 
vour to correct them; is equally reprehenfible. The opening a libe- 
ral eommunĩcation of remarks and 2 and ſelecting ſuch as are 
diſtinguiſhed for their ſeeming rectitude, is a ſure method whereby: 
we may be freed from thoſe reſtraints which our anceſtors impoſed, and 
to Which we'may have yielded implieitly under the ſanction of cuſtom, 
and long uſage. From ſuch we might hope to be relieved by a ſociety 
duly encouraged and ſupported; — one of its principal objects being, 
35 T'conceive, to extract ſuch parts of the ſeveral tracts or communĩ- 
eations; tranſmitted to the ſociety from perſons living in different diſ- 
tris of the iſland, as might be thought worthy of publication, the. 
particulars might be digeſted under proper heads, ſo as to form by 
$a a complete ſyſtem or body of agriculture adapted to this cli-- 
4 mate 
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mute and inland n ol proving in the end of in- 
finite uſe to the inhabitunts, md of contributing greatly to the im- 
provement af the land already under cultivation, as well as excite 
the induſtrious to engage in nety ſettlements. By reforming erroneous 
notions, founded: ignorance, and trenfuring up that experimental 
_ knowledge; which would otherwiſe: hive been loſt to the communi- 
tyß the art of plauting would no longer remain à myſtery; but 
every land-holder in- the Hland would be more certdinly” informed 
of the true value of his poſſeiſids; and of the means by whith they 
__ mightbeſfillmorehighly improved. Such of the planters vyho are mar- 
. ried, and have children, have generally ſent their ſous' to be educa- 
ted in Great Hritalm ; theſe! ybuthe, at their return to the iſland, per- 
_ celying-thcayſtlves tarallyignorant in regard to tlie management of 
propertyc here and finding: nothiag to engage and fir their minds, 
are ſoon idiipoſtd to quit th country br rely holy on the {kill of 
theilt oveplerr, © whoſe! knowledge, 'tonfined and? narrow” as it may 
be, they: feem' to think far beyond what they themſelves could ever 
hope to artive ati without ſubmitting to the laborious: drudgery of 
acquiring it; by regular apprenticeſhip in the field Whereas if 
they could but be ſufficĩently informed by the experience and obſer- 
vation of others, compiled and publiſhed; their curioſtty would be 
. awakened ); intereſt and ambition would equally conſpire to lead them 
into further attempts towards improving their eſtates; and, as ſcarcely 
any ſtudy is more amuſing than that of agriculture, the ruggedneſs of 
which is conſtantly ſmoothed by the allurements of profit; what progreſs 
might H not expect towards a more perſect ſyſtem of huſbandry if they 
.whoſe minds have been enlightened by a liberal education ſhould em- 
Playaheir talents-in reducing theory to practice, and amafſing a ſtock 
off experimental knowledge, which is ſo deſireable in itſelf, and is 
ſorobviouſly conducive tor enrich its followers? I make no doubt, 
but that if all che ſkill in planting, which has been unprofitably diſ- 
perſed for ſo many years paſt in different hands throughout this 
iſland; had been regularly compiled, and digeſted, we ſhould-at this 
time have ſound the Solony in a far more flouriſhing way than it is. 
But, whatever knowledge of this ſort has been collected by different 
Perſons, either from obſet vation or experience, their own or other mens 
* or ill 'ſucceſs nn has died with the-proprietors 


and 


c 


BOOE H. CHAP. All. | 439 


them/fully-qualified co judge when they are acting rigbt, or When 


wrong, ſo they ſeem in general extremely embatraſſed at their firſt 


ſetting out ;/-copying merely from their neighbours, who may hap- 
pen to know little more of the huſineſ than themſelres; and obliged 
to follow the employment ſeveral years, heſure they can attain. a ſuf · 
ficient degree of general infurmation. A further diſad vantage they 
labour under is, by reaſon of the great variety of ſoils, and diver- 
ſity of climate, obſeryable in this iſland; which make one certain rule 
of management, that has been. ſucceſsful | in one part, utterly im- 
proper, and extremely detrimental in another ; add to this, that they 
ſeldom ſtay long in in one place, but ſhift hene and there to the cul- 
ture of different ſoils, and under very uncqual ſeaſons ; ſo that it 
requires many. years of practice, to give them opportunity of per- 
feQing- their Akill, and acquiring any thing like a thorough -paced 
knowledge of their -bufineſs. e that the eſtates in 
general have been ſo indiflerently- conducted; it the chief em - 
ployment f new overſeer, for two or three yourn 3 hit 
to endeavour at reforming the miſtakes of his predeceſſors, 
by introducing his own crude notions in their room; aſten without 
ability to - perform hat he has engaged, be is diſcarded or volun- 
tarily withdraws: himſelf to make way for another, and another 
ſtill, who ean do no more than ſubſtitute new and undigeſted plans, 
without underſtanding-what the iſſue will be, and without much ad- 
verting to the welfare of his employer; for whom it is happy, if, 
under ſo many repugnant meaſures, and conflifting miniſters, he does 
not find himſelf at length reduced to e- very. brink of ruin, by 
LSPESY' ignorance, or obſtinacy. 
If we take a view of many eſtates, ſome of which have long been 


ſettled, we ſhall in general diſcover \vaſt room for improvement; 


and at the ſame time find, that few . them have made mueh 
progreſs for twenty years paſt, except -in expenſive and magnificent 
works, which ſerve to exhibit the {kill of carpenters . and maſons, - 
whilſt the land appears to owe. ſo little to ſkilful culture, that ſeveral - 
acres are thrown up, for want of being properly manured. One mode 
of management is too indiſeriminately applied to every ſpecies of ſoil, 
and fifty acres are frequently overſpread with canes ill planted, or land 

unmanured, - 


and es he: overſcers are maſlly Europeans, :aod not very many of 


. | 1 A * wo una 

nmangred;- which do not produce! ſo much ſugar as might be gained 
from a third part of the ſame land, judiciouſly huſhanded. A free 
communication of what different men have obſerved and experienced, 
would therefore help greatly to bectify miſtaken opinions and prac- 
Ace, and to render both the overſters and their employers more in- 
telligent, and better qualified. to gextcute with propriety; and ſucceſs 
the Schemer they might undertakg., It is needleſs indeed. to inſiſt 
upoti the vatibul happy: conſequences likely to enſue from a ſociety 


but whether wen can expect to meet with this perſevering ſpirit in 
Jamaica) ĩs ſomew hat queſtionable; ſiner the firſt attempt of the kind 
here, which, for ſome little time, wag well ſupported, and ſounded cn 
exceeding good regulations, came to nothing. by the: emigration from 
the iſland of ſeveral gentlemen; who had prineipally concerned them- 
ſelves in ſetting it on foot; however, it wauld not de unwworthy the 
conſideration of the aſſeinbly, to form a committee purpoſely: fur agri- 
culture; and if it was made. a landing committee, like that of privi- 
leges and elections, of grie vances, and the like, the main intention 
might be preſer ved, and the enqeavouis of private men be animated by 
the/premiums, or other fib encouragements, which; the houſe might 


into the methods of planting the cane, as: in general practiſed in this 


illand; nor am I ſufficiently informed of the fate af agricolture in 


the French, and other iſlands, ſo as to point out in what. particulars 
the Jamaica planters differ eſſentially from them. In ſome of the 
ſmaller iſlands, where the eſtates are much circumſcribed, it is reaſon- 


able to think, that their land 1s yaſtly higher manured, and every part 


in more perfect cultivation, than in our iſland. A perſon; who has 
not ſo much land as be is able to cultivate, will neceflarily, to make 
the moſt. of it, exhibit a diſplay, of more induſtry, ceconomy, and 
neatneſs, than another, whoſe extenſive tract engages him in ſo wide a 
field of operation, that, whilft he is anxious to leave no part unoccu- 
pied, he has neither time nor labourers ſufficient.) to perfect any 
thing. This. is a capital error among almoſt all the overſeers in 
Jamaica. They conſider the number of acres they can, annually over- 
ſpread with plants, as the ſureſt teſt of their ability, without reflecting, 


e FIRE Pains, beltowed on half the quantity, would 2 


inftituted-foritheſe-purpoſts, and perſevering, ſtedfaſtly in their plan; 


judge proper to offer. It is foreign to my deſigu, to enter minutely 
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an equal crop... Others wear * their land by inceſſant cultivation, 
and a neglect of recruiting-it with ſeaſonable ſupplies of mould. or 
other dreſſing; and, after. throwing i it up, paſs on to ane piece, 
| 7 $ Shine to be worked to the bone in the lame manner; and 
| ew. o Pact. underſtand the method of preparing ſuitable com- 
rolls for their land 77 The oldeſt eſtates | in general are the beſt 
conducted; for the flerility of the ſoil compels, their manager to ap- 
ply, his Ae chiefly, to the remedying this defect, by regular ma- 
nuring s. for this purpoſe, the cattle and mules are conſtantly brought 
into a penn, or incloſure, at night, where, their dung is preſerved; 
and this, together with what can be collested from the hogſtye, ſheep- 
and ſtable, and nd the. wood-aſhes drawn out of the boiling and 
fl white urnich the molt conſiderable ſhare of his annual ſupply. 
The, eſtat tes which have wind or water-mills, dra a further reſource, 
in this, relpedt, by feeding their cattle, during the crop, out upon the 
— 1 Which are in moſt need of recruit; they are conveniently ſhifted | 
from. one ſpot to another, by the help of moveable penns; and this 
appears to be one of the beſt expedients in uſe; large quantities of good 
mould are thrown from time to time into the penn; Which, being oF: 
down by. the cattle, and. mixed with traſh and litter, abſorbs; their 
uri and preſerves the tiger vegetative particles from evaporation. | 
In many places on the North fide the foil is ſo rich, the rains ſo co- 
piqus and t, as to require rather to be impoveriſhed, than 
dunged ; and I am perſuaded, that theſe lands would: yield more ſu- 
gar, and better in quality, if they could be dreſſed with ſea ſand #4]: 
the ſyrup here is ſo viſcid, that it often will not, boil into ſugar; but 
theſe eſtates, produce an ny quantity of rum. The South 


Le Seide Jamaits Planes exptols grear aftoniſhmeht, when they hear of land in the Windward 
Illands turning out at an average three hogſheads per acre, een in ſome of thoſe which have been 
longeſt ſeuled, and moſt worked; not; conſidering, that this fertility is owing cbiefly to conſtant 
bigh manurin Is St, Kitt's, for example, where no rattoons are productive, the crop is every 
year made hot plants; and I have been aſſured by a gentleman of that iſland, that they lay from 
60 to 0 or 80 lb. of dung in every hole; their land W receives 5 more manure = — | 
Fear, than in Jamaica is commonly given in three. . | 

[6] What 18 meant here 1 1$ the ſhelly ſand, of which there is At hae ae: 
the coaſt —The farmers in the Weſt of England throw a ſimilar kind of ſand upon their graunds 
at a conſiderable diltince from the ſea. It is brought thither on horſes, for want of convenient 


wheel roads. Each horſe carries about a buſhel and halt, or about 12 gallons ; and from two to 
three hundreds of ſuch loads are laid on per acre, according to the ſhortueſs or diſtance of carriage. 
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Larger" Guntity dee aud ws encral 1 — re marked, that the 
eftates which affe the Icaft'propoi 
fineſt quality and yen nm « 
their age — 


— ſtand N Niece annual ering This is ade 
by ſome rather à favourable circumſtaunce; but the foil in which they 
grow. d extremely ſtiff and difficult to turn up; and in fact it ſtands 
in need of frequent Ee. 0 break che cobeſion, and render it 
| lighters unn zitk do eit ot; ft 

On the South ſide he cates toaſter the firſt cutting. 8 600 tlere- 
fore they are obliged to plant anew every year: Some perſons divide 
their eane land into two parts, one of which they plant e and 
ſo eut none other but plants for their erop; but unleſs very la rge 
quantities of manure are beſtowed at the ſame time, this method is 
thought to exhauſt the land to fuſt j the more univetſak practice, f 15 to. 
divide the land inte thirds, and ſometimes fourths. Of theſe, one part 
is in plants, one ii firſt rattoons, one in ſecond rattoons, and fome- 
times a:fourthUiviſlon'iss fallow, and the yielding is im general, of 
plants from 1 2 hd to 2 and 2 f per äcte. Some Particular ſpots. 
produee 3 und even 43” but I do not remember any beyond this. Tet 
ratf6ons/r tot? hhd, ſecond. ditto 4, to 1 hä. be practice of fal- 
lowing the "cans! land, or laying it into temporary paſture, ſeldomm 
turns to any account in this climate; for it ſoon becomes ſo foul with 
weeds and graſs, as greatly to encreaſe the labour of hoeing it after- 
wards: but this land might receive great benefit, if, after being laid in- 
une it was to be well turned up thrice at leaſt” in 1 the ber! to 


is 30, to 100: on many of the North ſide . hy count upon 
59, and 60 to every 100, and, ſometimes exceed this proportion. It 


e could. be diſcovered, either * a chemical preparation, or 
| we Battal otherwiſe, : 


24 


ondary ohh. wi. & 


ernte, of making the cane Tyrup quickly granulate, and of dſen- 
gagitig the: falt of the ſugar <dily from the ſyrup ot melaſſes, it 
would be a moſt valuable acquiſition to the een of this iſland, 
and in particular of the North ſide; the means in commob uſe, art 
lime and lime · water; but theſe do not ſucceed when the canes are ex- 
tremely rank and ſucculent: it is tõ be wiſhed that ſome able chemiſt 
may upply bis thoughts to diſcover a cheap ingredient, or lxivium, 
which, by ſepatating chat principle, whether it be oil, acid, or ſome- 
thing elſe that by its overcharge keeps the ſytup in a fluid ſtate, ſhould 
enable the ſalts to cryſtallize. The ſtalk of the arum or dumb. cane, 
ſliced and thrown into the boiling liquor, has ſometimes been uſed for 
his purpoſe ; but not with any good effect, that I could obſerve: ex- 
periments might be Viel with Vela, trum pet-trec-aſhes, or ne: 
vegetable alkalies. | 
In the management of a ae ſtats; a wn attention to a fo 
| zeneral rules, may be productive of the greateſt ſueceſs. 

rſt, Thie preparation” of the ground. Hoe- ploughing it Ales 0 or 
fous times, croſſing orichanging' the direflion of the furrows at every 
ſucceſſive ploughing, whereby the ſurface might. be well' turned 'up 
and levigated, would be almoſt equal to manuting; and when the 
land is prepared in this Dany; in (uy ſmaller wert of manure is 
required to keep it in heart. 

- 24; This ſhould invariably W on fellows; it prevents the 
ſurface from cohering too firmly, deſtroys weeds, renders the ſoil. 
light, and better adagect to receive the toots of the cane, whoſe fibres 
are ſmall and delicate, and require à liberty of extending themſel ves 
on all ſides with eaſe, to imbibe due nouriſhment; and it enriches tho 
earth by the common advantages of dews, rain, and air. 

za, The choice of manures. The richeſt this iſland affords is "a 
ſhell-taarle but this is ſcarce, and ſeldom met with, except in the 
mountains, or near the ſea-coaſt. This, when it can be procured, is 
an admirable manure for all ſtiff and clayey ſoils. Pit, or very fine 
river, ſand, firſt well mixed up with rotten dung, hog, or poultry 
dung, is an excellent manure for cold clays; but where a plentiful. 
drefling is required for them, the ſhelly ſea-fand, of the fineſt grain, is 
preferable, and ſhould be laid on at whe rate of 8 or 10 ton to the acre, 
and then well intermixed with the ſoil by hoe- ploughing. Clay (up- 

e on 
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ic fame principles 1) Ark wegen Or ſandy, barren, ſoils; | 
| lune! 1s. alſo, recommended f for, the ſame ſoils. Dung has little 
Os 00. effect. upon. gn Jenn Tots.” The good effects of dung are 
aſcribed: 1 its fermentative power, by Which! it expands, liſts up, di- 
vides, ae the carth, and at the fume time communicates «de. 
grer of warmth to it; for this reaſon, it ſhould ſeem, that the proper 
time for laying dung upon land, is, before, it, has loſt.its ſermentatire 
poppen this power may be deſtroyed. by exficcationz and this is a'caſe 
which frequently. happens 3 in this. country, where the dung is ſpread 
chin, and too long expoſed to the ſun's beat, Horle dung ie beck a. 
da N to cold lands, and cattle. dung to hot. The mud of ponds, 
thoſe eſpecially which receiye -the dunder and fœculencies diſcharged 
from a flill-houſe, are rich manpres. A Variety of theſe, ming led to- 
gether, would make a compoſt proper for the lands in general; but 
their vittue would be very greatly encreaſed by mixing layers of good 
mould alternately with them; and when cattle are penned out in the 
feld, à quantity of mould ſhould. Always be laid among the litter. If 
the land intended te be planted, is twice hoe-ploughed, the manure 
ſhould be brought upoꝝ it in ſmall heaps juſt before the firſt plough- 
ing, and-ploughed ins as ſoon as ſpread, that the ſoil may be:impreg- 
_ nated with the whole of its virtue, and the produce will then be aſ- 
toniſhing. The brick and black moulds require no manure. 
Ath, The cutting of proper furrows of drains, for carrying away "oh 
perfluons water, which, if retained upon the land, might greatly preju- 
dice young plants. In making them, care muſt be taken to form ſuch 
traverſes, as that they may not ſerve to conduct away too much of the 
ſoil together with the water: to prevent this, they ſhould be very lit · 
tle. inclined Fom a, level, ſo that Mera, a 10 no main in be 
. L . 
5th, The chatte of cuttings for AWE, which ſhould he {9M 
8 —— from perfectly ſound, ſuceulent, and healthy canes. It de- 
ſeryes experiment whether foaking the junks or cuttings: 48 hours in 
a. liquor collected from the runnings, or bottom of dung-heaps, with 
as lime diſſolved in it, might not improve cheir vegetation, and 
auſwer in ſome meaſure the purpoſe of manuring the land. 
th, The canes ſhould be planted not leſs than 6, nor more in ge- 
neral than 8 inches, below the n; as the fine rmould, i in which their 


fibres 
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{bres/are'to-ſhoot; lies ar che ſurface ; ſotne reſpect however muſt be 
had to the quality of the land, and part of the country. In wet; ſtiff 
ſoils they ſhould be planted very ſhallow; in pgorer ſoils, and places 

ſobjedt to dry weather, © they ought never to be laid at lefs depth than 
have laſt mentioned; and in fuch fituations the banks on hoed land 

cannot be taken down too ſoon; for if the ſcaſon ſhould prove unu- ; 
ſually dry and ſcorching, run DU be found ee " uh F 
young plants. INS ito £* 6 SSP; Seon ad! 2 7 
7th, The rows touts beat doch a diſtance from one hos; as to 

allow the air a fret paſſage: between them. and admit of hoeing around 

the roots, and occaſionally moulding them up; about two feet is 
ee TIN and ſometimes more, where the grund 
is mot ii eee 191292, eee bas aro ee 00. ee 


.8thy Stripping e their dead leaves, or traſh, is uſefül in 
wet ſituations, or where: _ ſtand oo ick; but OG in we and 
dry expoſures. Wo 7235 io) nen 


. bn i mamdCinre, Kel, W 
cumſtance too much geglected in Jamaca. This extends to the -* 
cane liquor, which ſhould be brought into the coppers as free from 


dirt and traſii as poflible; to the ſyrup, which ſhould be ſkimmed © 


and paſſed through coarſe woollen- trainers till freed entirely from 1 
little particles of dirt; to the boilers, which e o 102 85 con- | 


dan} welded; a be en Ke ry. f 
10th;/iAs to the artiele of rum. The firſt great rails F Abit 1 . 
have juſt OR, ing) net Fance in regard to, the * 
un b no mit flv- 1-4 4 
r This 4 is, an attention to Kkebp the kalen in a due te 
of ſermentation ; and this might be effected to a degree of great accu- 
racy, by regulating che warmth l the houſe, . a thermometer | 
placed 17 r Ee ng. en Ni 

12th, The laſt thing requires is, . proper regulation of the flre un⸗ 
der the ftills, and a watchful eye to the runnings, that none may be 
drawn but what are perfectly clear, limpid, and unclouded with 
that empyreumatie oil, which imparts a moſt diſagrecable flavour to 
the ſpirit, and which is generally brought over, by keepi rg. 1 up too 
fierce a fire, and draining too low.” Theſe may ſervè as general 


* only of what ſeem principally to claim the he 13 . 
towards 
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 roguanis.porſoflingithe-nennlaftyroof:theſt two-chpitah tommoditice: 
nat but herę 15 , vaſt yaplety; Ster particulars which: deſerve his 
_ care, but they! eee [compaſs of my work, in 
which mean gt. ta intraduce ſo voluminous a bufineſs as the ſyſ- 
tem off planting: and manufafturing the cane z my principal view 
being merelg ton oſſre ſack hints, ad may tend to put my brethren 
om effet of: unprouement. With this view, I cannot comelude 
the ſubje& without pointing out a few other experiments torards 
a moxe perfect bus 
rl The, natural: fituation of: nills and dechvities. if erin ene 
them incapable of produęingi atiy thing. ſubjctar the carthi upon them 


toſbę ſwept away in wet ſeaſons, anti in dry onns expates) them too 


much to the heat and drought. To prevent theſe inconveniencies, 
the Qhineſe endravout to reduct tlirir Hills into plains, or at leaſt to 


make them ſimilar. to zplainssi byctertaces, whuſe heigbt and breadth 
are adapted to the 8 Theſe, terraces they employ for ſeveral 


forts af plants: and; fo each itbey:; give ſuch a ſituation as belt cor- 
reſponds. with its nature., Thoſe Wbich! kan bear the grenteſt dry- 
neſs are diſpoſed at the geh 2 he more cteniet oral at che: bottom. 


When the rain has, ſoftened; the {oil in the upper ſterraces the water 
is conveyed, hy canals into the lower ones; which -therefore, beſides 


the rain which falls, upon / them receive likewiſe the ſuperſſuous 
water of the upper ones. The tertaces, Which are ſometimes four 
or five feet above one angther, acquire ſuch hard ſolid banks, by rain 
and ſunſhine, that; they would ſtand for many years. However, 
they plant them with ſeveral trees, whoſe roots, twiſting together, 
keep up the borders, and the trees themſelves ſhelter the plants from 
wind and ſunſhine, and ſerye, ag a decoration. The declivity of ſome 
of. tbeſe mountains amounts to forty degrees; but they are divided 
into ſeveral of theſe terraces, on which are planted Spaniſſi pota- 
toes, yams, cotton, ſugar canes, and many other plants, according to 
the time of the year and quality of the ſoil. When it rains, the rain 
water is preſerved, and conveyed from one ſtory to another: if it 
rains too much, a ditch is opened, through which the water may run 


away freely. When the ſoil of the terraces is dug up with 4 little 


Plqugh or ſpade, and ſmoothed with a little rake, they at the ſame 


time Put 1 much dung as the *. require; yet in this caſe they 
5 ae 


wa TY K 


De 
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are very ſparing. i 
ciſterns ſunk in and the ſeeds are tienes with this 
filthy water. | Sometimes, when they. plant or ſow, they lay a hand- 
full of wood aſhes, or other vegetable, on each grain; becauſe, in their 
opinion, the dung which lies between | the plants does no good. The 
beds" that ate made on the terraces ſcarce lie ſtill one month; but, 
won after the ripening of one plant, are Prepared to produce an- 
other 3 and are annually employed three tunes. 
They fow the cotton ſeeds in April, a foot aſunder; in Auguſt the 
pods open and ſhew the cotton, they are then broken off, the ſeed 


feparated from the cotton, and preſerved for-the next year-: The 
cotton crop being over, they plant 


cotton with lentils, beans, 2nd calavances : 
they never ſow a fingle ſeed, that has not for a day or two been 
faked in the water of a dunghill, or in lime water, They plant t their 


| yams in ſwampy, wet places, which are vaſit for other uſe ; 
longer the roots remain in the ground, M, larger they grow ; theſe- 


are "generally taken up in Nov as They. cut the roots "of the 
fugar cane to pieces, W of which bas a ſhoot or two,; and plant 
them more than half 4 boot deep in the ground, leaving two feet 
ſpace between , every't two monks 75 eſe ar Planted. indifferent! y.on the 
his gheſt or Toweſt terraces, fo th they. o chere them te flourith there 
ey well! in ſhade « or 12 wet or. dry, hear, or cold. They 
cut them as ſoon as they begio dd grow hella, being 105 gpinion 
that, when left to ſtand longer, they become mouldy at the root. 


11: 


There, are many of the hilly parts in Jamaica, where, the Chineſe 
method of forming, terraces-might, ; think, be introduged. with, con- 
ſiderable b it cannot be denitd, that the manner in which 
theſe dec Vities are no r cultivated, occaſions a. great. waſte, of their beſt 
mould, Which i is s waſhed kt rains, before, the. canes are FOR 
ſufficiently to 15 er 10 Protect | their ſarface ; beſides, the: canes; baye 
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frequently fo , that they: arg very apt to be :lodge 220 
months. 2 wt, 1 e eut, and: ſuch; flopes: are not gal ul 
uh ſed, to retain any manure. laid upon;them,. but.are-ſoom warn, bar 
nd ſterile; the Chineſe. method therefore, by reducing:the; cala 
188 of them to a level, brings them to be as fertile and commodi- 
OUS: 


2447 
generally ſoaked in water, in round 


potatoe ſlips in the ſame beds, 
about à foot and a half afunder. Sometimes they ſupply the place of | 


but in all theſe operations, 
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| otherwiſe, fot e labour "Mich is _uſyal ly, performed by 


Negroes, S0 poſing, for example, "that a plough could do he fame 
F 0 of "A 7 eg ue rs: Kanda ed Nee: of | 
do in the tanie th e bee l the'f Jet eft.r caſor 115 for intro- 
ducihg 1 its uſe, u * 

5 ployment of N hos that work ; bet ſe. ne " other, work on a 
plats þ 4 ſo ſevere aud {6 . > them as 855 of [log 
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tly bez ond it. Bit, as the plough has been tried in Jamaica, 
id found to anſwer; there is nh octaſitin to niake uſe of {peculativ 
arguments for Ned sm it, ſince” more {ſervice n ma be done by 


"OF hols femarks,* which 'were the reſu "of its = 
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The, who. would rather . to bole tlicir land for planting, will 
d their advantage f in firſt turning it up With "the plough;' as 1 
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egroes. will then be able to nich thc 4 work in half the time. FR 
1 is caſe, the land need not be cut e deep as when, it is intetided' to 
klant in the furrow; in either caſe, one que Or two, plouy nh at moſt 
will, be. 7 unleſs the land is extremely foul." the plant 
is. made i in the furrow. W 1 So ugh, B, I think boy demonftra- 
eee rned up ind planted in this way i 

baked mi in tho ſeal oj the, e 

7955 an N Top 1. for a: as the young boys and 
25 or What af commo gr -gang, „may, with the 
hteſt! instruction, cut a lay 20 ll greg 27g and d. with a 

— diſpatch, a very few. of the abler Negroes will ſerve to, cut and 
[90 y. them 3 op oY: . temainder of the, able field 
might therefo UM yas bout other neceflary Work, of 

whicl there is pong fo gent on 75 9 lantation. Some may 

| object, that t the plough vill dot "leave. a due 0 detween he canes; 
but this is A miſtaken | opinion; for 4 4 ſingle line, of plants. in every 
furrow will not ſhoot up too chick; the ground will be all over 
ſmooth and even, and the wind have a free courſe from whatever 
quarter it may blow;  befides that, the many trenches will contribute 
to, an open, ventilation; whereas, in the 1 1 75 method of planting 
with the boe, and leaving 100 hi gh. banks, the canes, ſpecialty when 
young, are deprived of a very F refreſhment.” In hot dry wea- 
ther they are ſcorched and blighted, by the refleAion- of. the ſun- 
bearns, which is very great from the high mounds on each fide of 
them ; and iu time of heavy rains, they att buried in a kind of wet 
ditch, which cannot full of retarding their: vegetätion, by chilling the 
ol, ot root. With the] plough'rig ütly and os that diſagreeable 
oh of ppi) l El is in a great meafüre prevented; for Na 
2 che 
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| tho ſeaſbn/ prove wet, tbo canes -are_Lafe, from being chilled by. water ; 
ant} if dry, their ſtoolt, having been well covered in, are at a ſufficient 
depth beneath the ſurſace 70 retain their moiſture for a long time. 
Ia pioughed ground, it was ohſerved that the plants came up much 
ſtronger than in the hoed land t this may be accgunted for, not 

only by the more effeftual Iooſening ; and ſhaking off the ſoil, but 
the giving u free vent to all noxious water; for although canes, as 
well as other vegetables cannot be nouriſhed, without water, yet 
too much of it, and eſpecially When it lodges in puddles about their 
roots, is greatly prejudicial, and every year deſtroys, a Seat many 
- acres of canes in Jamaica. Bg O19 eg 146 


Wa un qu 


It is not eaſy to calculate the vrorłk oſ a plough in Jamaica, on account 
of che great variety of ſoil; but, ſuppoſing the land moderate, or at a me- 
dium between the very ſliff and bery lig, a plough will work, at an 
average of fix hours a day, at the depth of 6 inches, 24 acres per 46 
- whichvin-fix-weeks amounts. to 144 acreq;iþele, if the land is not very 
bad, will turn out, ata very moderate reckgning, 2 ae acres, in 
all 299 hbds-; and ſuppoſing the rattoong of the preceding year, 
on an equal quantity of laud, to give, gt 3ibhd.\per; acre,, 1 144 bbds. 
the whole crop will be 3 32 - hbds 3-it is pretty evident, then, that 
a very ſhrort time will be ſufficient to put in plants for 100 hhds. ; 

and, from lat has been mentioned: it is, morally certain, that the 
5 Ploug in one weeks at ſix hours in the day, is capable of perform 
ing what wolild require the labour of fix, hundred Negroes, em- 
ployed during the fame ſpace; eight hours in the day. This machine 

therefore nüt only ſaves tlie labour of a! great many Negroes, but 
enables tlie planter to cultivate more ground every Year, by many 
| = than he could otherwiſe, compaſs ; ; and the canes, ſo plant- 
ed, yield! mote ſugar,” and of ſuperior quality. Stronger inducements, 
1 think, there canmot be, for them to break through the force of pre- 
judlee and cuſtom, and bring this method of oulture into uſe, 

wherever their land is not ſo ſteep as to render it impracticable; ; and, 
where the plough cannot be uſed, I would earnefily recommend the 
_ Chineſe practice of forming” tertaces,” in which, I am" welt perſuaded, 

they would find their account. The planter, 15.7 FI Apofed to try 
the experiment, ſhould ſend to Great Britain for a middle-aged 
huſbandman, and a boy to follow the plough, and give directions to 
M m m 2 have 
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Kere; if We reflect, 
Wbich is Swing teb their being Holed very deep and the ground about 
them kept afterwards con ſtantly clcan! Under this mode r of culture, 
chere ne very bine erops of graßß, without the! n manure beſtowed 


„ te nagkbourhbod / f Spaniln Town there is a vaſt quantity of 
"thi Kind f l) and much of it yet unappropriated to any cultiva- 


ob Woke Ln, {IT ir af theadadd,'1 fin informed, have lately made wiſe of the plough 
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Hed ts be deen bf oxen dhe Mlegroes, 
nd E6ubl, W6ifd Very apply chemſel bes to learn the att of 
5 nt ad Feng 6, upon being informed of its principal uſe, 
the faving them k great deal of hard labour, and by:icontinucd 
DIS) they ungut becothe thorbughty expert in the management of 
vu _ The wet Er he: plough;"in"tclpe8titt cane dand in. general, 
1 sft Wet Eeneed of by but chere is Jikewile, very 
« HP bre en may be applied with great advantage 
upon "out paſtute Freunde, partichlarby the ſuw hunahs. Tbeſe, bay- 
ug bekn mn uch ĩmpbvVeriſhed by antiont cultivation, require breaking 
up afreſn. It is worth the trial, to plough- une of tig land, 
nd rend it Well Ger Wirth anhOuked lime, uchich / may be left to 
Elb ker 'Previally 3" this dre ag night be laid on; a little before; the 
Krting/in of the y or October volgen The gelt thing tor be attend- 
_ $i.) VINE wk the plough wpowifackTands;/is; the depth of good, ſoil 
hee, pm oy Ou ry will direct the manneriof furrowing, whether 
Hö: Muck of the ſabanm ab land has only ia few inches 
Wha 80 50 5090 „hin GEARING fr Ang Mahd), or wnürſ gits this 
Mid bt cut on any, or otherwiſd a much wor; ſoil may 
w ;ntroduck@ "pon the fur les, than what is turned+ins/» But the 
of Bin} large tracts of this land is aRvong clay, Which will 
. heren derer ore it is well turned up, and trenched. We may 
Fo nech that che plovp ht tatiniot' fail of being highly ſerviceable 
well the Guiney graſs flouriſhes / im ſuch ſoils, 
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«ibn, Great Plenty of ecellent manure might be had, by removing 
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the » — the Weſt entrance of chat town; but 
I have not heard that the neighbouring graſters, or penn kcepers, ap- 
ply it to their lands; or if they do, it is in a way unlikely to pro- 
duce any benefit; it ought not to be ſtrewed here, and left on the 
ſurface; as in England; the ſun ſpeedily exhales its beſt qualities, and 
leaves only a dry calx, of no vegetative virtue, behind; it ought to be 
no ſboner laid over the ſurface, than ploughed in, and buried; by 
which! method it would gradually blend with the natural foil; and 
give ĩt a certain durable improvements \ The richneſs of {ome of the 
ſavannali lands, | which have been many years ineloſed, in the neigh- 
bourbood of Spaniſh. Town, and «ns diſtinguiſhed by the name 
- of the lands, is really -aftonifhitig. '' Their natural graſs, un- 
der moderate ſeaſons of rain, -1s'conſtantly luxuriant, with the aid of 
manute. Thoſe-which are alternately in . and meadow yield 
a large quantity of excellent hay, commonly about 'two tons per 
acre; and, as there are two crops in the year, the annual ptoduce is 
four tons. I doubt not but they might be rendered ſtill more prolific. 
under regular dreffing 3 care however is taken cither to hand- weed or 
hoe them cleun; which is a confiderable advantage. Since the ſevere | | 
drought in 19769 add 1770, many perſons, who had (ſuffered heavy | 
loſſes in the lowlands, for want of fodder to keep [their ſtock: alive, 
make annual hay. ricks with the Guiney graſs; and it is found, that 
by ſprinkling ſalt, or ſalt· water, on the: firata/iof this bay, ann | 
rick, is ig making, it bocomes an exceeding hearty food. | 
The mountain running graſs, or ſour graſs, which i is very common 
in the midland mountains, and the lowlands, is rejected by all forts 
of cattle, while green; but when it is cut, dried; and cured after 
the manner before · mentioned, it makes a good hay, and agrees per- 
fectly well with labouring cattle; I have even obſerved them to 
be fond of the common ſavannah, or wire graſs, when thoroughly 
dried in the ſun. The tops and blades of the maize and Guiney corn, f 
which ate very nutritive, may likewiſe be preſerved a long time in | 
ſtacks or ricks for uſe. Tho ſettlers therefore in theſe parts muſt be 
wanting in, induſtry,” if, among ſuch a choice of graſſes, and other 
vegetable food, they do not every yeur provide ricks ſuffieient to keep 
their eatt le from ſtarving in the event of extreme dry weather.” A 
W e ſo long continued, as-to :deprive them * of every ſpe-- 


cies. 
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„ . that 
they are too negligent of theſe precautions : Which, bo 


tute no mean branch of . of huſbandry; and when a fe- 

nes. of dry Weather happens, they vainly condemn; themſelves for 
32 been improvident. But even in the moſt plentiful years their 
labour would certainly not be thrown, away; for there is no doubt 


but their working, or road cattie, if kept during ihe crop upon this 


:bay4ior. dry, fodder, or atleaſt a-mixture of it. would go through 
their toils in much better condition and, ſtrength to the end, than 
with a, green crude gliment, which, by cauſing. a ſevere flux. very 


oſten weakens. and diſables them, before the crop is half ſiniſhed. The 
fine lands hordering on the Bridge River are all well fituated for canes, 


as advantage might be taken from this ſtream to water them in the 
dryeſt weather ; and here the plough might be uſed with the greateſt 
facility, the ground being almoſt level : the circumſtance of their pro- 


pinquity to a. harbour is an additional reaſon. for throwing them into 
culture, which would.doubtle( turn ta beiter account than paſturage. 


The ſuperiority of the French in the extenſion of their ſettlements, 


is reported to have ariſen from the greater fertility, of their land, par: 


{ticularly at Hiſpaniola, where, the rivers taking their ſource far inland, 
auf); paſſing through. very fair plains, the French have, been able to 
water their cane pieces in the dryeſt ſeaſons: and thus had, as it were, 
the command of ſeaſons in their own: hands. There are many tracts 
of what is called ſavannah land in Jamaica, which require only moil- 
ture to make them become equal in produce to the moſt fertile lands 
in any part of the Weſt Indies; ſuch are the famous indigo lands in 
Vexe and Withy wood, which even now, with very uncertain rains, 


are ſo productive, and yield ſugar of fo excellent a quality, that the 


Planters there are very well ſatisfied with their profits, if they loſe one 


Crop in three, years. A number of theſe proprietors. joining in the 


expence, might derive ſome aſſiſtance from the Rio Minho ; but they 
are intimidated by the ſinking of this river very far up in its courſe. 
It is nevertheleſs a matter worth their examination, whether the con- 
ArySing a ſolid dam of hard timber or maſonry, or both, to the depth 
fifteen. or twenty feet, to ſtretch acroſs the courſe where the breadth 
5s not too great, might not intercept the ſubterrancous ſtream which 
no percolates away, and form a head of water, from * . 
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| 90 channels might be drawn off, to be diftributed among the dif- 
ordering lower down upon its banks. The experi- 
nan ei ird be tried, by digging in the bed till the water appeared, 
which would be a direction for the depth to which the dam ſhould be 
carried. One ſucceſsful attempt of this nature would have more 
force. of perſuaſion to recommend it, than all the arguments a writer 
can make uſe of; operations of this fort appear unfortunately en· 
veloped with horrid difficulties to all thoſe (and they are the greater - 
part of mankind) who chuſe to take nature as they find her, and are 
ſo accuſtomed to follow a beaten, track, that, they tremble to leaye N 
ſor almoſt any confideration ; the riſque ſeems great, the advantage 
uncertain; it requires perhaps a mind particularly. framed, to weigh 
impartially the whole buſineſs of any projected i improvement, and pe- 
netrate at once into the practicability of efſecting it; to compare the 
expence of accompliſning it, with the benefit it is deſigned to procure; | 
and laſtly, hen rſol ved, to-perſevere with unabated ſteadineſs. Such 
minds ſet out with a diſpoſition to conquer difficulties, not to create 
them; ate prepared to encounter any that may happen to ſtart up. 
aud ure therefore generally ſucceſsful. Experiments in agriculture. are 
to be made with leſs hazard, as the planter may ſet apart a ſmall piece 5 
of land for the purpoſe of trying them, whether as to the manuring 
of the foil, the method; of planting by the plough, or the ſuperior ad- 
vantage; of «loſe or wider rows; by ſuch trials he might practically be 5 
able to decide in favour: of or ang. any projets improvement, t. | 
without fuſtaining any material loſs. | f 
The value of cane land, in 1 is extremely unequal; I hover” ; 
known, the price a from 2 4 2. 100% i acrez and it is 


ton; the neceffities of the buyer, 55 5 the interefied + views of . 
ſeller, / In general, no difference js made i in the price of cane land on 


the ſame eſtate ; ; although, the ſeveral parts of it being diſtinctly ex- 


amined, ſome pieces muſt. undoubtedly, appear far more 3 . 
and valuable, lan others, they are generally conſidered in the hump, + 
and rated equally: nor is any conſideration had to the neighbour-- . 
hood of the ſea + coaft, or or remoteneſs from it; for the greater cer- - 
tainty of regular ſeaſons in the inland parts, is ſuppoſed to com- 


n ſor the ſuperior advantages of ſituation 1e by a mari- 
18 101 time 
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maimtaln 1 Un the other hand; Holt the utfccttarity of” "rams; they la- 
bour under niany dFevities; vo poſitive dependanee can be had on 
their crops ; "their Negroes and ſtock are frequthitly pinched? with a 
ſarcity; of provifiods,” which 8 ür lf feed y the expenſive 
cuſtom of feeling the forrder Witt rice; the foil of ſuch eſtates 
5 in the vey near” "neighbourti66d of the ſea, imptegnated with 
Marine falt, und fo largely, kfiatz although it does mot affect the com- 
| plexion of 55 ſug; gary) it vecaſſons its Walling in moiſt weather, and 
icularly 7 5 think, upon the whole, that the inland ſitu- 
Ations are 15 18 ble from 5 greater ſecurity againſt tem- 
el G ; their more frequent ſtio wers? preater/ übtindance 
| " pattire;/ and proviſions; the” RabAity of Their oil; and 
. Fry "convenience: for water works; and in regard td the quality 
of their fügarb: the gratis fat tronger, and the complexioh of . 
made Ang Na; "equi? to the beſt produced in ae 
the ian One iriafilre alone, well-attended'to,"Would'turn: "of ſcale 
beyond ant coc perilo in their Sr; men wwe“ impre dement of 
mel toads; by which nſeans; che carriage f their foods Thou 
meet with as little, delay and iel ene 3 pofſidle; Rewer" cattle 
be 7p $4 ite; of courle 1 paſturage rieceffary, and more cane land be 
taken Bis , and theit annual contingencles greatly Jeffened; bit this 1 1 
| Labs ſhall | ſpeak of more far 40 hettafter: There is 6 certain ge· 
neral tale for efti x valiie ' of thi eftats; but) tat the reader 


who 1 is unde quainted [with the 7 of the” Wet India p pro pertis, 
may be able to "for m ſome idea” about it, T mall give ring Abet 
che one for a a. dae on yielding one ada! hoplheads of fug ar, the 
other kor Gags yieldin 2 three hundred; and at the” fame time IM will 
be able to 8 nd the reafon of What bE may. frequently! have 
- heard, * Yo ve ry at ExPEnce « of forming ont of theſe hates,” The 
| plaineſt int 18d, and* perha ps the moſt Batisfactep h, may be, to trace the 
Expencts froth the rule on of the Titi; covered With wood; and 

bought 
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bought duc dlearatice,:rinicorder) to be formed into a cuger work; 
and ul fubals, that the ſettior isther uhuſes to: hire laborers, for: 
cutring/ down. erw, and clearing this hand, than to / employ: his. 
own Negeoes ci. I, yarn en Imi! my mt big! wn 1 — r 
1:213,,6 e ale it 5 on; wot, Is <> midi ! Agence. 
Prime colt of 390 acres. of woodland. ab pl ler eres, — Ny 41.499 
Falligg;andigleoring 30% Pers, at e , ens 
Cͤͥͤ incanes, at's 7: —— 165. 
Planting itte m plantain, yvalk pad. ground phos at. 51. 125 


„ 23169 c oft a8 138 . 9E Mie 5 
bh © 2195 


Th Ub e have grads ly/ra alt 0 9b Kölner bete 
bave Pat g temporary works, 1 1 t ly for e or. four years,, 
making at at. Hel PS, but rum all, therefore purſue my eſti- 
t rate the! whole! expence the gk may | be fup- 


mate on lis plan, anc 


poſed. to r ee at the end; of t the firſt year. 


/ ttt Ti +43 


A tempyrary ul ple, hoiling houſe, and fl houſe, C. 600 
Twelve: mules, at 501 * each V3 Ane IF; 1 263 TN. , — "360, 
Twelve Reers, at 14 : * Al- TR" 110 A * TENT. LAY 5h 168, 
Thirty Negroes, at 59 L. round, old and Young, ... TY bnd 2 150 
Sundey plantation inffruments, as hoes, bills, kes, & 50 
A wann houſe, common frame, and thatched, vs y 75 50 


N 95 2 j 241 


b . V * ie 


— 


2283 9 


11190 „ 9 
0 6 de a 9 land at. pike W | 12. 

e wal? K Oln Sf 2 and, 250 441 before 1 pee | 2414 2 8 4195. 
7 bo; Total, L 4923 


an "it Itlwe Ws 2 1711. 2019 C mY M1 2180 
ach zickig og 54 5 Ai * 975 it 

In this znd other alia e NEW is ths to ohr, that 

Jamaica currency is wieant; unle where theconttiry is exprefled, = 

The, capital. may then b ate at Fool. and if the ſettler is in- 


duſtrious and ſucceſsful, tl brofluce in n rum alone will yield him, 
by the calculation I can make, 6 /, per cent. intereſt, and 100 . 


laving annually, for his cloathing and neceſſaries. If he has begun 
entirely on his-own ſtock, the intereſt will enable him to make every 
year an addition to his Negroes ; five at leaſt for the firſt three years, 
and eight the ſucceeding four; yet, even with this addition, he muſt 
make either very flow-advances, or obtain further aids. upon credit. 
In order therefore to make it an eſtate of 109 hhds, furniſhed with 
"Vale 1. Nun good 


__-<--_ •ͤT ̃ a „ ² ner 


* 


FO. | JUATMHED It Ceo 
good works of mafoury;rand other cotvenient.offices,;: Þ ſhall ſuppoſe 
that for Negroes, nules}!:.cattley clearing land, nd. Haid Compleat 
and durable works, hc.contratts g dcht bf 5000 /. he muſt then live with 
ſtrict ceconomy, and in ſix years time he may diſcharge: the whole 
principal and intereſt, 1 ſhall now _ conſider the eſtate as a clear 
pre g cu © arti Tee hhds:"'56 punch; and pro- 
s i Yaliation, Me: an e mode 


5 
eee e 5 i ch "to 
105 Fong c raningy 5 rindin 


boiling * ing. few | wear W te enen 
2 ok. and. other 4 2 s incident to I 5 135 ve of 
taxes, repairs, lolles and ies),.. IS 553 n Log 2 25 


gere; and 
that of the rattoon c nes, or canes of the ſecond,” "third, © or more cut- 
, "wot more "ih 1 folifth" it il Sefage; pete" ot Wirth fide 
| Mites chtefly, forthe rattoon canes of cue North fide Aft in fbme 
pariſhes, ac in St. Mary's and on nhew- ſettled Plantations, dual to 
the plants; and due refpet ffibüld chereföre be had ch thoſe vari- 
tions: from which it is apparent, that evety valuation, taken in this 
inland, ought to be local; and not grounded on any general rule or 
rate, fince a difference of many hundred, perhaps thouſand, pounds 
may _bappen, from the quality of ſoil, and other rticulars, obſery- 
able in eſtates differently circumftanced; a due owance 1s there- 
fore to be granted on the following eſtimates, which are” far 
from being defigned to ſuit every different property in this iſland ; ; 
but I ſhall Ny explain myſelf by. 255 K 25 values, Which is 
framed as near the dee horn om abl bie to make. 1 15 8 0 


Cane land, en paribus,” per acts, pr. eee 
Yields," one Ye: __— mocher, wy * T hos 21 
Ditto, — 2 3. o 5 i vi 
Ditto, 2 qi n ts bis. 50 eldittbs . . — 600. 
Dis; 2544 ei fen, ibn far ed wings; ee 10. gel 
Ditto, — 2 — ; GL Is 41 "IE? 16 ditto, Oi Aol. 
tuo, a Ar- 1: ditto. 12 — 
B, e e ee eee 1227 , Fo 
Ditto, — — | 0 2. ditto, nnn 
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It is . n rule. desen melt de land in caves, if they are 
in tolerable oder, t 4: er acre to 30 ,. round, which is certainly 
erroneous” e 2 general ſcheme; of appraiſerment), and may 
often delude the planters to on a wrong eſtimate of. the intrinſic 
worth of. their pg ;, and, after. mpg hug upon._ themſclves, to 
* inipoſe upon a purchaſer. 'The juſt meaſure of calculation is cer- 
tanz to find the clear value which comes to the planter, after de- 
du&ing ing all eee of planting, manufacturing, and ſale, till when 
he ould not n in to count his gains; and even afte: r this, if he 
keeps a fair account with himſelf, e muſt make a fill f er dedue- 
tion for taxes, impoſts, and c encies of all ſorts eſe, it 11 
e e e UY ak ip fl zation, but not 1 eh a degr . 
8 rn r end, Ab 
M not, however, err much to his own 
1 if, in hs preſent fituation of things, he ſhould allow 
no more than aboat' 11 J. per hhd, ànd 61. per puneheon, for 5 
clear, and · actuat gain; in pocket. The. above reſiections being pre- 
miſed, I ſhall proceed to the cimate an eſtate of 180 hhds 
CTY! | 408 
Acres. ADN | ” 


$3-of gramn: plats, — at 40 l. 1320 
66 i ſt and 2d rattoons, at 101. 660. . 
33 young plants, „ W204 9d. 
25 in plantain walk, opt — at 15 375 
25 in Negroe proviſion grounds, 8 dt 104," 250 
30 in paſture, | a 300 
88 in woodland, intervals, Selle, roads &c. at 3/. 264 
aps mg | nn IP 


— 


MP T AST ATA 2 
100 Negroes, — at Fol. round, 5000 


30 mules, "It \  B.q00. goo 
EM ſteers, LEN at 140. 420 
1 eattle-milll complet, goo 
Ree £ -boiling-houſe of brick or ſtone, 4 Cars, | ry 
© x euring-houſe, with ciſtern and ranges compleat, 600 
3 diſtilling ditto. ih er Wh &c. ditto, o 
Delling and hot-houſes, ene and N 11% EET, 
buildings and offices, | 800 
Nan 2 Plantation 


— 


_ 1 1 6 4 &. 4908 
* Pings tee geen e, ; 
pot, Wins)" Wagen, ct Ulnins; date 
N. rut breakers; ele Kier "Lathes! 
ſttrainers; hoes; 1 2155 lg 5 


Sheep, Ho xs, Mall Ader Kalterer bee, 


1 88 1148 5 + 2m! Cot If IHzd51gg 4 . 5870 
0 12% nec 50 03 Ae ale Qule's 6815 * 0 RES 


nacher it ln ne Ane ttt Iniinelg to 2538 J 


ei 1518 0349 ws re i MIL * wee at 8 
29905 "anal produce. of Tr 9 N. . 0909 rate in 78 
| TNANRET Nags 2101 Ih; 10 A” 5. DAP «oc, PTS) © 1 
3 | eres of plays, 1140 2 5 RE 2 „ Tunch. 
4 | | eee rattpons, 100 FT 725 * Fu n HIP 

tro ad of unt 5 esd 1305 A” MT; we 13. or DIR 16 1 erna. 

RUM 0b ag Ae e —— | 
gd * A 11 IQ; 1642300 
-..Saloog. a. r | 


(#Þ {2 G5 52 JON its 1 I lid! 


5 0 11 
* | 
2 24 o N 
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| 
A . F* \ 
— | 312 SR. # +4 72 


þ 


0 


— 
2 1400. = 140 % %ũͤ ũ 1. 
| \ | | RT: SIP YT PRE PER 7 5 
100 et bs 4:6 fr 80 
160. ictalq annoy £5 
| „ * * 8 
140 J. Alte niginalg ui r? 
* — * : 
holz nolliþforq 2019972 ni Fg 
100 l. | . 
200. eg ut ! 
Mer b boaboow ni d 
81 2 — —ñÿj—ñ— T —— y 4667. — < 
: Three mules, at 30 J. 1 2 PTR 
Two ſteers, at 121. 1141 * A A 


OOO „bor 07 10 


20H GC : 
5 
{ o0 «OC IR 580 l. 291 £3191 os 


* 
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10 125K. or 
Perhaps 600 1. may not be thought too much! and if we 0 ſuch an geſtate requires four 
new Negroes per annum, theſe at 601. each = 240 h, will mak mh fed e This 
may ſerve as a general averagey//taking: all the eſtates 5% is/fome require more recruits 
than others, and ſome want, nope at all. a pI ig dint ways opt, ct bye 


intended to be, nor probably'can he puſhed on by 
recruits, except any unuſually malignant difteniper tho I o in ew + F108 rage the 


allowance of four now-Vlegrode 1d tuck peppery; 012 ati died omg mes great, 
q ee eee 6 oneth [ire 


| | b 1 1 it ff 55 This 
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This in fans proved by taking the common eſtimate of 15 l. per 

bhd. and 10 / per punch. gad . hhds!!:\100 at 25 l. _— 
mg n . punch. 50 ut 10 J. 7 


Mann iin * * * 1787 grand s a6 i | RUGS, 771 iN; = 


Pedued the ande contin geneies, thppofetf abou asg 10 l. 580 


ttt mg. GH: og Aan , 


oe: wel os gr 142 

which cnuſes no more than, Ao oak.” Fc VL 20 L 1 
implies the contingent charges per bundred weight to be about 55. 4d. 
and on rum about 926. per gallon... -Suypoſing therefore a perſon to 
y for this eſtate 14.000 J. be e buys it exactly 75 10 years Purchaſe ; 

2 the clear. income. of A 1 is N Mr Per. oe, " annum 
for his money; a circumſtance whi ſhews, that if f the ie lement of 
theſe eſtates is attended with a very heavy es the Profits : arifing 
from them, when they are ſucceſsfully conducted, are large enough 
to make an adequate return; at the 
of a planter to bear up under a great debt for a conſiderable time; 
ſince, even paying 6 J. per cent. per annum on the whole capital, he has 
{till a reſerve of 4 1. per cent. for his own uſe, and caſual expenditures. 
I ſhalknow.carry on my calculations on a larger ſcale,” and to a more 
valuable property, in order to ſhew that the rules I have taken for 
my direktion will be found to anſwer for the greater as well as the- 
ſmaller eſtates. I ſhall apply, tem to one er EAN 1 and: L 

F310 JO 60101 


— 176201. 
2 cattl: 


lame. time, it proves the ability 


150 puncheons. 5 \ ; NY OTE | 
Ace _ BEES amade e 
190! grown plants, at 40% FI 4000 J. 
200 rattoons, 1044 e. 
100 young plants, 30 l. inning iy goon , i 
60 plantain walks, 157: -o1q4 & 4:11 eo. 
80 Negroe grounds, 100]. 8000 ⁵ 
60 paſture, 10. 550%. 0 Fick! 
50 Guiney graſs, 122 600 J. 
250 w oe Rs FRO ol.” 
Bd codiand, | . 42 Sn % 10, Ly 2 755 12650“. 
Maneater len tie moi 
£3 0% at I. 11 1 "15,6007. © 
z3ol. „ 
141. | 1120/.. 


. — 


462 | N An MAI | 
* 2 catile mills 9 dt ann wet TTY Ei iti 
---3:boiling houſe of brick cs hne, [Pe GIS ber bl 
Coy: pers, bommpleat, "1, Owe EET? \ 5007. © 
— 4 large fits, and 9 +. 
Gd ottach tanks, and ciſterns, ,compleat, 17863 1500 1 4! 50 
th erg houſe, go by 32, with platforms, me- 80 x4 0 
2: + Lafles, «ciſtern, and ranges, complcat, e, . 
* "Ru or de good ditts, Irlling-bvaſe, over- | 8 day's. 
55 's hoiiſe, and Proper offices, a chrn-houſe, 0 15 43 
A 150 Verden, "mule. "arid horſe . "Lfth', Od mire |; Do DIith 


2 10 ” * 502 
2. Tf \catÞ enters ' Thops,” b ul 115 . 1 10 0 
ſheep-bovel, job: 7 98 ai bar 

: 2; Nel 
an = 


74. 


th. 


7 ee 1 Dag ©: . 11 87 
implements rl 


100 acres of plants, at 40 J. 
200 ditto rattoona, at 10 /. 
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. a ET x. 4 a - - » 
© n * p or # Z7 &% a . # * #< 
"I . - N . 
' u n n L : rg! * „ jqYY 8 * 
CO ti ent ” 0 1 ie * a 
4 | 308 : 


cham which for ſuch a pro- 121 len al ids od 
pert y will not de found to fall | A01 etDU1079 IOCTIIV1 C 8 
ſhort of | 2000 J. tau 20 
12 — . = 
| . 2 | . 40001. hig YH) o 
The market des at 15 U. fer bhd. hd. and 107. per punch. 18 80851 
From which deduct the annual contingencies, 20000. 


The nett yielding of the ſame, computed at 114. per bd. and 
61. Non. — bas. de 5 705 1400. 


40 . | — 


* 5 f — 
Which 


caule uy: deviation from he method preſcribed,» © + bo 


ſudden riſe of thoſe naceſſary articles which he is obliged to buy every 


the fortune he has raiſed under ſuch a crowd of diſadyantages, he 
ſhould be eſteemed as one well entitled aur without aha the. 
ban ee eee 1,44 

The computation of the value of » Webs 104 eſtats, by the number - 
of hhds. it annually produces, 1 is unqueſtionably Vague, and even ab- 


* 
"I 


which on a hundred hhds, at their uſual weight, is equal to 750/.; a 


in rating the value of. the land; yet, if the bad complexion and qua- 
lity of the ſugar is occaſioned only by. the extreme rankneſs of the 
ſoil, there is a certainty that it is of good ſtaple ; that the quality . 
will mend, the longer and oftener the foil is worked; that it will re- 
quire no rich manure; that its fertility will be permanent; and that 
the proportion of rum to ſugar will be greater than common: ſuch 
a property is, in fact, more intrinfically valuable, than what is vul- 

garly called reudyl money land; which gives a preſent return in good 
ſugar almoſt ds ſbon as it is opened, but will ſoon fall off, without - 
very exact huſbandry, and copious manuring: if a man therefore 

buys for poſterity, the former kind ſeems the more eligible of the 
two. The planters i in general prefer the ready- money land, as they 

care not to Kr doi into Kotuirys ; beſides 1 the freight, 


— 
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; Wick ifreno, ike the. forwpr example,;is-900 incanbderable to 


Such an eſtate would probably ſell ſor, and (as ſomie e 
under rated) appears to» be worth, 40,000/7.3 for which the purchaſer | 
gun un antereſt, of exaſtly 104; per rent. per annum, as in ihe former 
caſe; Phis, although A large intereſt; yet will not be thought too 
exur᷑litant by thaſe we candidly conſider, that the proprietor is ſub- 
jo& to a variety of grent riſques, and accidental loſſes, by dry years, 
hurricanes, inundations, fire, mortality of Negroes and cattle; the 


year, ot the ſudden falt at market in the price of ſugars and rum; 
for all theſe caſualties and viciſſitudes, he ſtands his own infurer, un- 
dergoes infinite fatigues of body and mind, and when, after ſur- 
mounting ail difficulties, be fits down to the peaceable enjoyment of 


ſurd; more eſpecially in regard to Jamaica properties; among which 
are to be found all the degrees between extremely fine, and very bad 
muſcovado, ſo as to occaſion a difference of 10s. per hundred weight, 


circumſtance which, one would judge, ought to make ſome difference 


#64. {M7 A= A l AE O08. 
—— ane charges, PORTIA 
valorem, but being equally us much on bud ſugars as on the very 
| bald, ey ink (an not unwiſely) that chis Rind of ſoil : ĩs more pro- 
ftltable to them, or, in other words, à ſhilling” in poſſeſſibn is worth 
twenty in expectancy. I may be thought, perhaps, to have treated 
this ſubje& rather ſuperficially ; a full diſeuſiom of everything re- 
lating to theſs ſtaple commodities pat the ſame time thut it would have 
been intereſting only to a fe, would have led me to à work too vo- 
Juminows; befides that, in planting; as in many othier things, there is 
a kind of faſhion; which one while predominates; and afterwards gives 
the way to ſome new ſyſtem 3 even ſo far as I have preſumed to ad- 
vance-opmions, I may probably diſugree with many others, ho pre- 
tend a more thorough - paced k nowiedge of the ſubgect: unable to reſt 
myſelf any hefe, but on my o/ ſingle experience or remarks, 1 
confeſs myſelf” willing to retract any miſtake which maychave pro- 
ceeded from a faulty obſervation,” at the ſame time inſiſting that it is 
neither my deſire nor deſigu to miſlead any one, nor miſrepreſent an 
thing. — of the roads; as it has a — 
with the preceding ſubject inen, ſo I can ſind no places more proper 
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7 oo e eee to any on and 8 5 „ What- 
Jever cheapens and quickens the tranſportation of, goods, and 
makes their migration more eaſy from place to place, muſt of courſe 
render a country more opulent. By good roads, diſpatch, which, is 
the ſoul of buſineſs, becomes more attainable; merchandizes and ma- 
nuſactures find a ready conveyance to market, and the natural bleſ- 
firigs of 4 country are ſhared by the inhabitants with a more equal 
hand. The demand for the produce of land encreaſes, the lands them- 
ſelves advance proportionably i in their annual value, and in the num- 
ben of years purchaſe for which they are ſold, according to ſuch value. 
9 8 | | For 
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For cheſe reaſons, the ꝓreſervation and improvement of them have al- 
ways been the objects oflinternal police in every civilized Kate; and 
it has been well pbſerved, that ſchemes of this kind have been more 
or leſs attended to, in proportion to the degree of public ſpirit, which 
has prevailed in every age and country; for, in regard to the com- 
moncherd of mankind, they have not the leaſt idea of the art of mend- 
ing roads: theſe men, equally incorrigihle, obſtinate, and ,jgnorant, 
ſeem to know nothing of the benefits reſulting from air and ſun- 
ſhine ; and as to the compoſition. of a road with firm materials, raiſing 
and rounding it, and carrying off ſuperfluous water by proper drains ; 
they are either blind to the expediency of theſe improvements, or 
alleft-to hold them in contempt, that they may not ſeem to be wiſer 
than: their forefathers. It was in a great meaſure owing to this un- 
-bappy Prejudic, that the trade of England laboured for a long time 
under the grievance. of extremely bad __ few perſons cared to en- 
counter the. difficulties. that attended the conveyance of goods from the 
places where they were manufactured to the markets where they were 
to be diſpoſed of; the ſame cauſe, ſo injurious to trade, laid waſte 2 
conſiderable part of the lands. 

But by the vaſt improvements of the roads within theſe few years, 
particularly i in the mode of conſtructing them, the carriage of goods 
and merchandize in general! is managed with half the number of horſes 
formerly required; journies are performed with more than double ex- 
pedition; improvements in agriculture have kept pace with thoſe of 
trade, and every article of produce has grown more valuable. Know- 
ledge and arts have made their way thraugh theſe channels to the 
remoteſt and moſt uncivilized parts of the kingdom; we are aſtoniſh- 
ed to perceive the refinements which now adorn the corners of it, where, 
not many years ago, the moſt ſhocking barbariſm prevailed ; we ad- 
mire the eaſe and diſpatch with which a correſpondence 1s carried on 
through every part, and the facility which attends the conſtant inter- 
change and circulation of all its various products, manufactures, and 
merchandize ; it ſeems as if the whole iſland had been ſuddenly ani- 
mated, while the flux and reflux is carried on without impediment by 
innumerable currents from the heart to the extremities, and from theſe 
again to the center of motion. The many excellent roads, already 
formed, are the vital principle which has infuſed all theſe ſymptoms of 

Vol. I. O0 0 vigour, 


A 212 4 1 £7 
vigour, Alte, 1 bez, into the whole maſs, Fummug 
— The ſame d . andithe'ſame creative eff, apply 
. very other inhabited and civIlzed country. It has bet 
DRY . Want of good roads that the Planting inteteſt in Ja- 
SS, mie Fendt advanced more rapidly. The ſettiers in this ifland 
wee aas been fred to cbntend“ agent this! ardent Pbftacle. 
8 eh Ale at firlt *6'thead in che old Spiinilhi wicks, whicti4Ws mere 
| dla carried v b thick woods; and over the 
higheſt, rudeſt ſummits H the mountains iti a direct line It: was of 
late only that ſutvexots gers en [dyed will ünſtruments to aſſiff in 
*Tayitig out töade as nestIy on 4fvel hs the level ansqwazttes of the 

eotintry ver which they were to paſs ebuld admit? muchi of the fineſt 
ind" in "this 2 ohen "waſte; for wärt of god comihimications leading 
through it; theſe receſſes; if Meg. were even inhabited would remain 
unprofitable, until the difficulties and delays attending the carriage of - 
produce t to market could de embed - One great obſcet therefore ofa 
Patriotic leg le egillature Will be t to conquer theſfe Obſtacles, and improve the 
roads for carriage as much as poffible bringing; as it were; tie interior 
parts many. miles nearer to the ſea ooaſt r Alf which may be effected by 
a judicious aud well- regulated expenditure of an unn grant, ſetonded | 
with new highway laws 3 and this Obfect ſteadily purfued, until che 
whole face of the iſland ſhall. be interſected with firm and eafy rbads; 
all encouragement poſſible ſhould be given to tlie opening of toads in 
' the midland and femote diftrids ; there is Perhaps no part of them 
which might not. be made productive. Thé fine ritnbets of the deep 
and untrodden receſſes of. the mountains, when: brought to market, 
would yield a certain profit: there isa great variety of woods equally 
uſcful and beautiful. Every new, road: communication brings the 
tract, through Which it paſſes, Jo much nearer to the batquadier, 
raiſes the value of the ſoil, and is of advantage to the Whole region 
confining on it; by the. ſettlements it introduces, and the new ſupply 
it gives of. thoſe materials and merchandizes, which before were dear 
or unattainable. Beſides, free openings of this ſort are like the ſtreets 
of a great city, which not: only render it more healthy, but, by having 
thele paſſages kept open from one end to the other, order and good 
police are better maintained; . {editions are ſoon. quelled, by the Aipach 


which can be uſed. in encounteriug them 3 -and inſurrections are 2 
vente 


vented by the ſadlty that; appears. of Full ba to ſuppreſs, PO. 
well as by the ĩimpoſſibility that attends the malecontents of forming! ns . 
trenchments. or barticadoes, without diſcovery and interruption; .. The 
old laws of this iflang; ordered the Limonlions a, weed. | 
ingitothe following manner; 4 50 
Far 92 as in ſtanding . — 6 1. 
ef Ditto, wood on one fide only, 40 ditto. . 
— | py Ditto, open ground. — 24 ditto. 
The ancient roads in England, without attention to any thing except 
the ſecurity of paſſengers from thieves: and murderers lying in wait, 
were directed by ſtatute to be cleared of wood and buſhes 200 feet 
on each fide; ſo great a width muſt have admitted the ſunſhine and . 
air very freely, and therefore tended to preſervę theſe ways in a more 
paſſable condition than even the legiſlatuge, of that time perhaps had 
in contemplation : the like motive, one would think, muſt fo naturally 
occur to road- makers in a very woody country, infeſted with banditti, | 
that it 18 ſurpriſing the earlier ſettlers in Jamaica did not conſider the 
utility of cutting wider avenues, in regard to the greater ſafety of : 
travelling through the worſt-peopled parts of the illand. But, however 
neceſſary a great width may be where the, country, is overſpread with 
foreſt, it is. very improper to retain it in an open or well. ſettled coun- 
try; 3 3 for example, the width to be ſixty feet at an average, 
an immenſe tract of land may thereby be laid waſte ; for here are no 
leſs than eight acres of ground facrificed to the highway i in the ſpace 
of one mile; the loſs therefore muſt be very great, if ſuch a road 
ſhould be continued in this manner for an extent of ſeveral miles. 
In unſettled countries, this waſte is juſtly diſregarded, becauſe the 
road occupies no land that is wanted for any other purpoſe; but in places 
where a road is no ſooner formed than the contiguous lands are 
greedily ſought after, and thrown into cultivation, it muſt be pro- 
ductive of a great loſs to the publick; here, therefore, a 15 of 
very moderate breadth, if it is firmly and well conſtructed, will ſave 
a vaſt tract of uſeful land for agriculture. | The uſual way of making 
roads in Jamaica, till very lately, was by cutting down the wood 
as cloſe as poſſible to. the ſurface, and afterwards burning the ſtumps; 
more often, the ſtumps were left to be bruiſed, and flattened by 
the wheels of loaded carriages ; in which conflict, wheels without. 
OOO 2 | number 
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as by regulating the Negroe allotments in ſome pariſhes on à much 
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aſter wards repaired, by throwing: looſe mould into the hollows and 
ruts; which practice being repeated once a year, they were rendered 
almoſt impaffable in Wet weather. It is curious to obſerve the quick 
tranſition. of ſome improvements from the mother country, to the 
diſtant parts of her empire; the example of the mother country 
excited for ſome time a ſpirit of road: mabing in Jamaica; which, 


| though not univerally diffufed, has produced very capital alterations 


for the better. Furnpikes could not be inttoduced here to anſwer 
the fame intentions as in Great Britain, becauſe of. the ſmall number 


of perſons. WhO would pay the toll, and che facility of cluding it -by. 


' travelers on horſeback; who would probably ſtrike into bye paths to- 


avoid paying it; ſo that the weight of the charge would fall princi- 
pally on carts, waggons, and mules uſed for carriage of produce to 
e ar might prove à diſcouragement to the ſertlers ; but ſe- 


veral very good roads have been made here, as well by ſubſeription, 


better plan than the law has provided. Phe road lately finiſhed, 
which croſſes over Guy's Hill; is inferior to none in Great Britain, 
if we confider the difficulty of the aſcent which-was to be gained, a 
great part being cut through a perpendicular rock the judgment with 
which it is traverſed; and the ſafety and caſe with: which ſo high a 
mountain is rendered paſſable. to wheel carriages. The road leading 
from Savannah la Mar to Montego Bay, another which leads from 
St. Ann's to St. James pariſh, the May Day Hill, and the road now 
carrying on over Monte Diablo, have all of them great merit. But 
theſe ſubſcription roads, for want of a fund to ſupport them con - 
ſtantly, as well as of ſufficient ſkill and affidumy (or rather perhaps 
unanimity,) in thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to keep them in repair, are 
liable to fall into decay, and to become almoſt as bad as the reft.. 
Such is the road from Kingſton to Bath, which is far from being ſo 


well ſupported as it deſerves. In general the planters are extremely 


reprehenſible on this account, more eſpecially as very excellent ma- 
terials are almoſt every where to to be found, vety near to the worſt 
roads. They have erred in two principal points, the one, in the ap- 
plication of the labour allotted by law); the other, in a wrong method 


of n their roads; I-mean icy bene which lead from their 
plantations 


LN | 
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plantations to market. The law requires the veſtries in each pariſh. 
and precinct, annually to chooſe four ſurveyors for the highways, 
who are entruſted with the power of iſſuing warrants, to warn la- 
bourers, or to levy money for repairing them: the ordinary mode is, 
to draw from every eſtate a certain proportion of Negroes, one in 
five, or fewer, who are to repair the road for a certain limited ex - 
tent; w that the different gangs employed take in the whole road. 
They generally work under the inſpe&ion of their different overſeers, 
who, being in haſte to get to the end of the ſpace reſpectively aſſigned 
chem, diſpatch it with ſo little care, and in ſo flovenly a manner, as for 
the moſt part to leave the way rather worſe if poſſible than they 
ſound it. The ſeaſon choſen for this purpoſe is uſually the begin- 
ning of December (om the South Side), as leaſt interfering with the 
plantation work; ſo that in all the ſucceeding twelve months; while 
the road is moſt uſed by the planters carriages, no folid repair is given 
to it, or at leaſt very ſeldom, however neceflary it may be, eſpecially 
after the May rains. Nothing is more aſtoniſhing than that, after ſo 
long an experience of the abſurdity of this cuſtom, and of the utility 
of a different method followed in one or two of the pariſhes, the old 
uſage ſhould ſtill be any where retained.. Surely, a good road for 
facttitating the carriage of produce and neoeſſaries to and from his eſ- 
tate, is as material and intereſting to the planter, as the manufacturing 
of his produce; too many of them appear as if they were ſatisfied to 
make great quantity of ſugar and rum, without any concern how to 
convey it to the market; inattentive to this principle, and moſt im 
portant object, they jog on in the uſual way, and having been ac- 
ouſtomed all their life to bad roads, and a difficult carriage, think but 
little how to make them leſs inconvenient, nor conſider the vaſt ſav- 
ing to their fortune in the articles of wheels, mules, and ſteers, which 
a good road would certainly give them. Moreover, in reſpect to the 
great loſs of time, they do not perceive that the ſame cattle, which 
could even awd with caſe with a carriage, on a hard, firm road, will 
with much difficulty drag it a foot-pace through ſand, deep mud, or 
clayz nor that the ſtrength required to move a loaded carriage deperids 


much more upon the nature. of the road, than. the weight of the 
GarFlage.. 


L know- 
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know, ſeveral planters in Jamaica who oblige themlelves to the 
. .expence:of keeping à great. number of mules for carrying heir pro- 
unc on a rad, which, with ꝓroper management, and no additional 
charge of labour, might ſoon e adapted to wheel. Carriages, h/ Which 
a prodigious ſaving . would be made to. their incomes; for mules are 
the. moſt unprofitable ſtock che planter can have;. whereas three oxen 
are often bought for the price. of one-mule, and, when. grown ſuper- 
annusted, are not unfręquently ſold to the grazier for half their prime 
coſt. On à good road, ęight ſteers will draw as much ſugar and rum 
a8 would. regture ſeventeen or gighteen mules to carry on their backs. 
But ſuppoſing. they draw, as roads in general may be thougbt to ad- 
mit, no more · than, would require: fixteen: e let us conſider the 
difference of charge to uhe-planter: 
; Coft of 8 ſteers at 12), .—, 967, coſt of i6.mules 3 at 51 00 
Theſe ſteers, when ſuperann 
: ated, will probably. be fold for . 
at leaſt 54 or bead —— 4⁰¹. 
, Py on Fe — 6. loſs on mules 480 / 
The difference here i is very glaring with reſpet to the planter's for- 
tune; and in regard to the public good of the iſland, it is certainly 
pteferable to encourage the uſe and breed of an animal, which is fo 
ſerviceable for food, and other purpoles even after its death, than of 
- ayother which ceaſes to be of any uſe the moment it ceaſes to live. I 
haye known other planters, who employ 12 or 14 ſteers to draw, 
through a horrid ſwamp at the peril of their lives, what would re- 
- quire only 4, if the road was rendered firm. In general they buy 
every year almoſt double the number of cattle, that would be neceſ- 
ſary for a well-made road; and not a few expend in this manner at 
leaſt 500/. every year in recruiting their loſſes of ſtock, who refuſe to 
contribute 100/, towards putting their road into a durable condition 
of repair; and in truth, ſome are ſo deteſtably ſelfiſh and perverſe, 
that under all poſſible conviction of the heavy loſſes they ſuffer every 
year on the roads, they dare not incur a liberality, from which they 
imagine the future generation may gather more advantage than them- 
ſelves. For the ſake of thoſe who are actuated by a more generous 
policy, and are willing to be inſtructed in what may tend to their 
Preſent 


preſent as well as Wen aer I FLAY A © 06 detail 'of- what bas 
chiefly been recommended in the forming and repairing of roads, with 
a reference to the cireumſtances of Jamaica; ſo that they who are hi- 
therto uninformed, may .colle& what is requiſite to be done from the 
_ reſult of thoſe experiments that have been moſt ſuexeſsfully practiſed 
in England; whoſe roads are allowed by foreigners inferior to none in 
the world. The more a road reſembles water as to the facility of 
tranſportation, the nearer is its approach towards perſection. This re- 
ſemblance conſiſts in ſmoothneſs, ſpaciouſneſs, and the advantage of 
celerity in the paſſage over it. But natrom ways, rocky, and ſteep 
roads, n ſand, and bog, are the furtheſt poſſible from fuch * 
.@ Fhe planning or laying out a road is, no doubt, a work 
which required ſome judgement;: eſpecially if it leads through ſwamps 
and low: grounds, where ſtone is ſcarce ; er over mountains, where 
rocks are to be 'difplaced;- aeclivities leveled, and the rain water ſe- 
curely drawn off. The terror of theſe undertakings, and the plea- 
{ure- experienced. from the practicability of effecting them, are equally 
great; yet the former too often prevails, when, by the want of Expe= 
rience, or of ſound: judgement, every circumſtance is thrown into the 
moſt diſcouraging point of view.--- So- little adapted to theſe works is 
either the genius or inclination-of the common people in general, that 
we may remark the fineſt and beſt conſtrued roads have been laid 
out by military engineers; this ſhews, that ſomewhat of ſcience muſt 
be · called in to aſſiſt in undertakings of this kind, where unuſnal ob- 
ſtacles preſent themſelves; but when: the rules, by which: they have 
proceeded, come to be generally well underſtood, the moſt unlettered 
directors may go on with a confidence of ſuceeſs.— The chief points 
neceſſary to be known, are, 

1ſt, The right laying out of a road, and 1 in a form or figure woll a 
ſuftable- to its preſervation.- 

2d, The materials moſt proper to colupaſe and repair it, and the 
order in which the feveral layers ſhould be ranged, for ati the - 
whole work moſt ſolid and compact. 

When circumſtances admit, it is always defireable to bring roads 
into ſtraight lines, or as nearly ſo as poſſible; becauſe in this form they 
wear better, ſhorten the diſtance, and are more pleaſant as well as 
commodious; and whenever bends are neceſſary, they are more eaſily 
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ſupported in right-lined obtuſe angles than in durves. For the Tame 


riſings and bollows ſhould be iredueed into level, or rather, if it can 
be ſo conttived, into (inclined planes. Steep aſeents are always. (if 
Poſſibie) to be conquered; becauſe the locking of wheels in the de- 

ſcent, and difficulty of dtaught in the aſcent, render the ſupport of 
ſuch toads very expenſive; and the uſe of them very inconvenient, 
Attempts. of this kind are generally arduous, yet they may be accom- 
Pliſned in almoſt any inſtance, by ſinking the road at the ſummit of a 
hill, and ailing it at the baſe. In the ſhaping a road, care ſhould be 
taken to make it che ſegment of a circle, railing it from 1 foot to 2 in 
che centre, and gradually paring round, and ſloping it-towards either 
ice, in order to give the rain water a free diſcharge from it. In ge- 
meral, where the country over which a road is carried, approaches 
-vieareſt'to'u true level, the greateſt ' convexity, and the deepeſt ſide 
-trenches are required. The reaſons which make this diſpoſition in the 
form of roads neceſſary, are founded: chiefly on the effects of water 
upon them. This element, under proper direction, is an excellent 
means of preſervation to them, as it may be made to carry off the 
lighter particles of earth and maid, and will leave the ſand and gravel, 
which are ſpecifically heavier, in the wearing tracks, where they ſerve 
s a guard to the /ichfratum of materials; but a ſtagnation of it is al- 

moſt always prejudicial, and particularly ſo in loamy or clay ſoils. 
The ſlant, or progreſſive inclination of a road, where that inclination 
is gentle, is particularly adapted to procure the advantages, and guard 
againſt the inconveniences of water; but where this cannot be obtain- 
ed, the deſcent down the ſloping ſides muſt ſerve for its diſcharge; in 
all inſtances, the convexity of roads enereaſing their ſurfaces in pro- 


portion to their baſes, muſt give a larger ſcope for the operation both 


of the ſun and wind, and cauſe a quicker drain of the water that falls 


upon them: this convex form of roads is, therefore, upon the juſteſt 
principles, and certain experience, found to be the beſt. Where the 
natural texture of a road requires no amendment, the materials may 
be laid upon the ſurface of the ground, and the earth drawn upwards 
towards their center from each fide; this will bring them of courſe to 
A regular arch or convexity, by which their center will be elevated in 


| ene to the greater or leſs quantity of materials uſed in the re- | 


pair 


_ reaſons, regular forms ate preferable to une ven ſurfaces ; and therefore 
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elt lf them; or i ſuch roads where the center wants but mite ral- 


ſing; the ſame Thing is effected by digging a bed for; the niaterials, 
and difpolmg of the ſoil, ſo as to make the flope yegular on cach fade. 
At the firſt revivaliof the care of roads! in England, it uppeared a 

cuimetteal undettaking to the ſen veyors, to attempt .executing' any 
plan for reducing pigs to a regular deſcent, where it was to be ef- 
fected by rating vallies, and finking hills; but cuſtoin/fatnitiarized 
them to 2 cen both of the practicability and utility of ſuch 
ſchemts. The breadth of the roads In England is Weer. 
beydud 14 feet, and of many only to 12, where there is not fuch fre- 
quem becafion for cartiages to turn out, us te render 2 greater 

brealltly vereffüry. In order to make them firm” and Taſting, there 
are two methods, which have been practiſed; the one, by regular con- 
ſtructione, as pavements and cauſeways; the other, by A more promiſ- 
cuous "affortmenit of rock-ſtones, pebbles; gravel, and the like; the 
former of "theſe ſcems at preſent to be ſeldom uſed, except | where 
ſomewhat of a regular mutiment is required againft the breach of the 
fea, the current of land floods, and the Hike: It may bold for # gene- 
ral rule, that the finer the materials are which are uſed for the com- 
poſition of roads, according to the ſecond method mentioned (which 
is no the moft approved), the more convenietit they are for paſſage, 
if no other objełtions attend them; but as it does not always happen 
that the ſurveyors, of highways have à choice of materials, arid as a 
long carriage of them might be an inſupportable burthen, the beſt 
ſhould'be taken that the neighbourhood affords. Whatever the ma- 
_ terials are, the ground ſhould be well formed under, and about them, 
to prevent their giving way on the ſides, or beneath the wheel tracks, 
where the greateſt preſſure always lies. Durablenefs and convenience 
are beſt conſulted by making the foundation of large ſtones, and the 
ſuperſtructure of gravel. In clays, or ſoils which retain moiſture, it 
has a very goad effect, to lay a courſe of fand or gravel before the 
Aratum of ſtones is placed; which prevents them from working down- 
wards, fo fall as they are otherwiſe apt to do, and yet enables them 
for a while to ſupport the preffure of very heavy weights. Rock- 
ſtones, from their angular form, and rough ſurface, or from their 
flatneſs and large ſurface, being leſs liable to deſcend, are preferable to 
{ſmooth pebbles; the latter are beſt applied in a fratum upon the ſoun- 
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materials are made uſe of for the: Pepin of: rathy hs ; from de- 
cay it generally turns out an irretrieveable erxor! to be too {pi 
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ing in 
the breadth of the mentled path, and very bad o õj,,hmy not to allow 
à ſufficient thickneſs of materials in the firſt conſtruqtion of it; the 


former ſhould never be leſs than 12 feet; and as to the latter, it muſt 


be regulated by the nature of the ſoil. In Jamaica there is ſcarcely 
any place wiprovided-with materials, yet none of them equal to the 
Engliſh pit -gravelz they are, however, mapy of them excellent i in 
their kind, and very capable of anſwering the end propoſed: thus, in 


the pariſſi of Sixteen - mile-Walk (or St. Thomas in the Vale), the 


planters covered, their principal road with a coarſe white marle, found 
there in great plenty, which hardens in the air, and acquires a very 
compact and well connected ſurface; the great fault in this. road 
Grhich is nevertheleſs, one of the beſt in the iſland) is, that they did 


not firſt lay a very. ſubſtantial foundation. of large ſlones. in the moſt 


mir y and clayey parts; and that they, neglected to giye it a convex in- 


ſtead of à flat form; ſo that it is continually ſubſiding 1 in various 

places, and does not ſufficiently diſcharge the rain water that falls 
upon it. This defe& may in ſome degree be rectiſied in dme, by a 

continued accumulation of. freſh materials, laid thickeſt on the, center; 


where this marle cannot be had, there are in genetal a coarſe ,reddiſh. 


grit, Ah Ya; rock, pebbles. coarſe 10 or ſand from the river- 
courſes, and. gullies, eaſy to be procured. In making roads to tra- 
verſe the ſalinas, or level grounds adjacent to the ſea, and in {ſwampy 
places, a Hratum ſhould. firſt be laid in dry weather of ebony bruſh 


and boughs, logwood,. or any other (except, the opopinar) that can 


conveniently be had; thoſe will remain found A very long time under 


the earth, if covere to a ſuffjeient thickneſs, | Upon this Hratum of 


boughs, ſtakes, or faſcines, may be thrown. ſtones, coarſe ſea gravel, 
rubbiſh, or any other hard materials, and theſe overſpread chinly with 


the ſoil: taken out of the trenches. or drains cut. on each ſide; the whole 
being, properly raiſed in the center, and rounded. off to the ſides: a fi- 


milar means may be purſued i in forming roads.over the ſavannah lands, 
ſome of which are exccedingly deep and heavy | in wet weather; it is 
to be obſerved, that the ground work, or firſt layer of boughs or 


ſtakes, mult be piled to the 9 thickneſs, in the moſt fwampy 
ſoils. 
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ſoils. In the mountains, the difficulties/are * much enereaſed by 
 their-ſteepneſs in ſome, parts, and the obſtruction of hard rocks, which 
frequently + will yield to nothing but gunpowder; wherever therefore 
theſe ſteep aſcents can be avoided; it will always: be Pr cferable. to con- 
duct the road on a leyel, even if the length of carriage ſhould be aug- 
mented by taking a circuit for the leyel ground chiefly winding near 
ſome river courle,.; a ſufficiency of gravel, or other hard materials, may 
be always at band, to be laid, on with diſpatch, and little expence; and, 
when laid on, will be ſecurely retained: beſides, if the upper Aratum 
or covering is tolerably 1 the friction will be ſo ſmall, the 
draught ſo eaſy, that three ler of ſuch A road will not be nearly ſo 
fatiguing te to cattle, as a ſo hundred feet of aſcent. up the fide of a ſteep 
mountain. 0 But when neceſſity obliges t to climb,,. and. that it can no. 
way be ſhunned, the draught may be relieved, either by digging down 
the ſummit to a conſiderable depth, or, where that is impracticable, 
rendering | the aſcent as gradual as poſſible from the lower grounds, 
and car rying traverſes along the flope of the mountain or hill until the 
pitch 1 is gained. When a road is conducted in this manner by tra- 
verſes, or, as it is commonly called, 218 zag, a large ſweep. of 30 to 
40 feet ſhould be given at every angle, or turning, that the whole 
team may have more room to exert their united ſtrength; a ſufficient 
wall ſhould be conſtrufted againſt every precipice, and a trench of at 
leaſt 8 inches depth, and 15 inches width, dug on the fide next the 
hill; this drain at every 20 feet, or more or lels, according to the ob- 
faulty of the flant, ſhould croſs the road over a payed gutter of 3 or 4. 
feet breadth, to diſcharge the water ; by which means, the heavieſt 
falls of rain upon it, being thus divided into many ſmall channels, 
may paſs away without cauſing any damage. 

The uſe of broad wheels has been for ſome years received in many 
parts of this iſland, on a ſuppoſition, that the roads were chiefly da- 
maged by narrow wheels; but it is evident, that the deſtruction of 
roads happens from the greatneſs of the preſſure or weight upon them. 
Narrow wheels ſink, no doubt, in proportion to the weight laid on 
their axles; but the friction of broad wheels is greater, in as much as 
their ſolid contents are much greater; and the ſtructure both of roads 
and carriages is ſuch, that broad wheels ſeldom or never preſs equally: 
beſides, theſe wheels are very ſubject to be clogged with dirt in ſuch a 

Ppp 2 __ © degree, 
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adapted to carry only 'two hogſheads, or three puncheons, at 'y yay 
and have*made the Flies bf a mean breadth of 4 or 5 inches, A pro- 
_ per'cohſifuRtioh of the carriages is certainly the moſt eaſy; and of all 
otHert, "pethiips, the-moft"elfeQual means of ſecurity to the roads; bur 
then it mould not be ſuich a confiruRtion as Thould enable them to 
carty Heavy; but fach an one as may obige them to carry light loads; 
a middling bitadth of felly, neither fo wal as to cut deep, nor yet 
ſo great as to prevent a little gradual impreſſion, which ſerves as a 
guide to keep carriages in regular tracks, is the true method 6f con- 
fining the wearing to a narrow compaſs, which with judicious ma- 
nagement will certainly leſſen it; and the more eafily the draught is 
performed, the leſs effect Will be produced both from the preſſure of 
carriages, and the treadings of cattle. The coſt of laying on mate- 
rials in forming an Engliſh turnpike, at the rate of three tons for every 
yard forward, and for placing g and banking up , up, has been eftimated at 
about $5 oJ. Kerl. "Fer mile; and the annual re airs 1034. fer mile; 
1 th 5 cies dear, bur it 1 is not the fate of every county; for i in 
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e bl. and 1 price of Iban in Jamaica, When a a 

2 0 has been undertaken by the Job, I have known upwards, of 5000. 
erl. ber mile paid for Wl very indiffetently. executed; 17 1 ann 
they 1 may be opened, ang made tolerably 90d, exc afive of 
materials, for 2200. fer. mile. The, means hitherto, practiſed e. 
pairing the roads once in the year by by allotments of labourers | from 
each eftate, ſomewhat after the manner of the ſtatute work f m Eng- 
land, has never yet been found to anſwer i in any of the pariſhes; the 
whole has. been a fort of annual feſtival or 1 for the 
Negroes, as welle as their ſuperintendants. whilſt nothing like labour 
was beſtowed upon the parts moſt in want of Ne As this 
cuſtom, is, attended with none, or at moſt With a very ſmall benefit to 
the public roads, ſo it is productive of inconvenience to the planters; ; 
for their Negroes.are drawn to a diſtance of ſeveral miles from home, 
and. lie out at night, by which their health often ſuffers; befides, 
what little repair 1s, n is performed ſo haſtily, negligently, and 
i, as to be of no more ſervice 1 in two or three months time, 
| : 
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than if it had never been done. The planters of St. Thomas in 
the Vale ſtruck out a much better mode, when they procured an 
act to be paſſed, obliging each proprietor to furniſh a number of 
able hands, in proportion to their eſtate, ho wete to be continually 
employed upon their road, under the direction of à ſurveyor, to 
whom they paid a competent ſalary. Their road, in conſequence 
of this meaſute, has been daily improving; for as ſoon as any part 
of ĩt becomes defective, by means of ſudden heavy rains, or other 
caſualties, it is reſtored without loſs of time. The gentlemen in 
this part of the country could with more caſe conform to an en 
ment of this nature, becauſe the different ttacks leading from their 
all center at laſt in one principal road, to which they 
are reſtricted by the ſteep hills on each ſide the Rio Cobre. In 
other parts of the country, inſtead of attending to one principal 
and central road, they form a multitude of branches, and contrive 
ſo many to keep in repair, that ſome muſt; neceſſarily be neglected. 
The abovementioned plan of repair would doubtleſs be found to 
anſwer in every other diſtrict of the iſland; but in a more eminent 
degree, whenever it is practicable, to keep up one or two grand 
cartiage roads. for a whole pariſh, and diminiſh the ramifications 
leading into an from the ſeveral ſettlements, to a moderate 
number. 7 n f 

The nad i in 7 1 might be oped arranged poke three 
heads or claſſes, . The firſt, are thoſe of public communication; or, 
the grand paſſes, which traverſe the ing from Eaſt to Weſt, or 
croſs ĩt from North to South, and are more eſpecially needful to 
thoſe who are obliged to travel to and from the different towns ; 
the members of aſſembly, and council; jurymen, witneſſes, judges 
of the circuit courts, the troops of the iſland, &c. Thele great 
roads of communication, which are chiefly ſubſervient to the public 
affairs and buſineſs, ought to be ſuſtained at the public charge. In 
the ſecond claſs, which likewiſe falls under the public or general 
care, are thoſe. roads 'which are opened in newly ſettled parts of the 
country, for the benefit and encouragement of the ſettlers, who 
are unable to make them in a proper manner at their own charge; 
and as the whole community is intereſted in their welfare, and 


fucceſs, the burthen ſhould in good policy become a public The 
2 


7 | Kifure'for executing 
be alſiduous in it. If, for example, it bas been the cuſtom in any 


| Sund by each: planter” uſing them ref 


478 Fr A M A I ©! A0 


The third claſs Souprchehde ak thoſe toads, which: more eli 


roquire the cate of the planters, for their own uſe; the conveyance 
of their produce to marcet, by the moſt direct track; theſe ought 


to be formed and upheld by private individuals, or thoſe. Who 
*chieflp uſe and wear them; the legiſlature here ſhould no further 
interpoſe than to take care that the burthen is equally laid ; the 
| Toad, properly laid out, and regularly kept up; and that no one man 
ſhopld have in his power, to withhold his juſt ſhare of contribution 
: towards itz or baſely toavail himſelf of other men's generous induſtry, 


to gratify” his own: obſtinate ori: ſelfiſh purpoſes. Inſtead of oa 
allotment in the uſual abſurd way; the meaſure might be generally 
Put in practiee, Wich has been ſo :ſucteſsful in St. Thomas in the 
Vale. Every füch ' planter'z road, aid the ſeveral great branches 
falling iuto it, ſhould be fepalred, by a certain number of labourers 
ively, to be conſtantly 
employed under direction of ſutveyors, havipg capacity as well as 
their truſt, and enoouraged by good ſalaries to 


pariſh to allot one Negro in every four; to work twelve days in the 
year (which is the uſual time) inſtead of this, an aſſigument might 


be made of two Negroes in every hundred, to be kept on the road 
the whole year round; a fit ſpot might be provided” in the moſt 


convenient or central part of it for their habitations, and a certain 


weekly allowance, either in victuals or money, given by their own- 


ers for their ſupport, or, in default of their providing it, aſſeſſed by 
the juſtices. One Negroe in four, is equal to twenty-five in the 


Hundred. If then the labour of one Negroe is rated at 15. 10 1 4. 


per diem, the labour of twenty-five,” for twelve days, is worth 
28]. 25. 6d,, which is exactly equal to the labour of one Negroe 


employed the year through, deducting Sundays and holidays. But 


as the time ſpent in traveling to and from the road to be mended, 
together with the odd days, employed at other times of the Jear, 
for making repairs after ſudden floods and other accidents, which 
rarely fail to happen, bring the whole time ſpent in this work to 
twenty-four days in the year, or thereabouts; we may therefore 
allow the whole labour now employed to be equal to'that of two 


Negroes employed the year through, which, according to the before- 


| mentioned 
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end rate, is found equal to 561. 55. And hence this, which 
is the rule in St. Thomas in the as appears to be the fitteſt 
meaſure of allotment; if a regulation could take place generally, 
10 fix the allotments agreeably to this proportion, it promiſes to 
anſwer every good purpoſe that can be expected from a road tax, 
except that, inſtead of allotting the labourers to work a certain 
number of days, it would be better to require two in the hundred, 
to continue upon the road all the ycar round, or elſe to pay a 
compoſition in yr OY to the nen calculation; 
for. 3 I VR uct? o_ A 
WY 


* 
E 
* 


J. d. 


The propito of yoo lens r0towork & the year,or pays 281 5 0 
WH? 64 450 — 9 — gs 6 
40 — 8 „ as 0 o 

Ot 350 — ũͤũ — 196 17 6 
5 300 — 66 — 168 15 0 
250 — 5 — 140 12. 6 

11 ˙— — 4 — 112 10 © 

150 — 3 — 284.12 55726 

100 — — — 3866 8 to 

— 50 — I 28 2 6 

The leſs opulent planters, who poſſeſs a number above five, and 


under fifty, might pay a compoſition at the rate of 1 /. for every 
fourth Negroe they poſſeſs, which is nearly equal to the value of 
one Negroe's work for twelve days: an indulgence is due to the 
pooreſt ſettlers; all therefore who poſſeſs a number not exceeding. 
five,.might be wholly exempt from the tax. The appointment of 
a ſurveyor for each road, or for certain limits, ought to be made by 
election of the majority of the planters,” to whoſe ſhare the repairs 
of the road, or thoſe limits, ſhould fall. Theſe planters ſhould 
have all the powers uſually granted to; commiſſioners of turnpikes, 
in regard to cutting. down overhanging trees, removing nuiſances 
and - obſtructions, making drains, and taking up materials in the 
adjacent grounds. | 

A cart, wain, or waggon and 0 8 with: a wainman 
employed twelve days in the year, might be rated equal to 


one Negroe employed the whole year; but in order to have a 
conſtant 


to the road, it might be more adviſeable, that the gentlemen. 
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couſtant ready ſupply of all neceflary insterihle, to be laid on where- 
ever, and Whenever, the ſurveyor ſnould judge moſt advantageous 


Con- 
cerned ſhould furniſh an annual proviſion of all the proper imple- 
ments required, and at firſt ſetting out provide two three-wheel 


carts (like thoſe uſed on the turupikes in Eugland) and twelve ſteers 


for each toad, or: limit, at their joint expence; the whole to be 
under the direction of che commiſſioners,” to whom the ſurveyors 
ſhould be duly accountable, It is abvious, that a fund is 
for theſe expences; but after the firſt year's proviſion, they would 


be very ſmall. The faireſt mode of rating, in order to raiſe a con- 


tribution, perhaps wautd be; by payrnent of a certain ſum for every 


hogtheads and puncheon- made upon each eſtate. Suppoſing, for 


example, eight eſtates aſſociated for any one road; that they poſſeſs 

1500 Negroes, and produce 1400 hogſheads of ſugar, and 600 

9 rum per an. Their quota of Negroes is, — 
The expences nen wp ie ee. ve © tn 49015 


n 8 1; 1 2 - ** 4 n L. tn 
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Ot of twelve * 1 SG . 
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ad u ee, . yu bee bung pad per 
hogſhead, and 25: 6 d. per 


9 —— amounts to 4251. 
In the ſecond year, the two firſt articles, inaking aro-. would not 
occur, and the expences wauld then Rand at 2 12 / The rate, ther 


to be formed, will be of 2's, 6d; per hogſhead;' and 15. 34 per-pen- 


=> which will produce 2121. 10s., and is ſo trifling | a fam, 


when divided among the proprietors, à8 not to be felt. E cannot 


deviſe a rate more equitable than this, purſuant to which, the moſt 
opulent proprietor, and he who. moft wears the road Will Centribute 


L moſt, 
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moſt, and all the ;otbers jonly+in, proportion; to what they make. 
kobe uſe, they haue of the ad. [According to this ſchemg, the 
Whale expabce paid: by the proprietor of 100 Negroes, including 
the value of labour of his two Negroes conſtantly employed and 
tba other charges expreſſed for ſteers; &o. would the fitſt year come 
toda J., and in the ſubſequent pear 20170471 which latter does very 
littlesexcecd: what the planters ate put to at ipreſent, d pon a fair 
valuation of the time: the ir Negros ate in the cpurſe of the year, 
draun from their eſtates,” to attend the twads the coſt, wear and 
tear of tools, Sc, and from which they derive no adequate benefit. 
But they would be aſtoniſhed ito? ſee the alterations produced by 
thirty able-labaurers emplayed all the t yer om their road, under a2 
ſilfubdire@or; they old enjoy: the comfort of finding it kept in 
goodorrpair it all feafons q they would travel with eaſe, ſafety, and 
diſpatch; — — the market, by getting their 
produce, by ſome weeks, earlier on ſhipboard 5 and they would per- 


ccivea very ſpeedy reduction in their uſual heavy ex pence of buying 
and maintaining a ſtock of mules, and draught cattle; the value of 
their lands would riſe in proportion, and the diſtance of 
eeaſe to be any objection to à purchaſer; as it wodld be tetdered 
ſo cheap and ſpeedy Ancther conſideration is, that in a few years; 
or as ſoon as the Whole extent of road could be well formed, and 
perfected, the denpence artandiag it would Infallibly deereaſe, 
and half the number of Negtoes would, probably; be ſufficient to 
perforincall.the tepait it might then be 9 More, need 
not be ſaid, t deſctibe the importam advantages which a planter 
muſt derives from a good carriage road; more particularly in Jamaiea; 
where a diſtant carriage, through roads difficult to paſe, is a ſtanding 
objection to ſugar plantations remote ſrom the ſea; for what avails 
it, to male goods of the beſt quality, and in large quantity, if the 
expence of ſtock and g carriages to ctranſport it to the {ea fide, 
together with the loſſes, datmages, and delays; attending the con- 
veyance of it, abſorb one third, and more often one half, the value 
of thoſe goods ? The proprietor, in ſuch caſe, has only the repu- 
tation of poſſeſſing, a fine eſtate, but ſo locked up, that, like the 
miſer's hoard, he can only feaſt his eyes with it, and is really poorer 
at er n end, than another proprietor of an eſtate two thirds 
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ſmalter, but more eommodiouſly g̃tulted in teſpec of carriage. 1 
heve known a plantet loſe a mule, whieh coſt him 40/1., in 2 
toad, in carrying 4 puncheon of rum to the market, which yielded 
bim no more than 13 4 This then was making rum at 17 U loſs ber 
a eon. Nothing in ſhort is more clear; than the advantage of a 
— che diſadvantage of a bad one, to the planter... And 
nothing, I am petſuaded, will conduce ſo much to the thorough 
ſettlement and population of Jamaica, che improvement of the fine 
eſtates already formed in the hrart of the country, and the forming 
of new ones, as a ſteady, vigorous, and perſevering attention, to have 
good carriage roads in every diſtrict of it;i the firſt happy conſequence 
of which muſt be a reduction of fupernumerary ſtock, whereby many 
large tracts of good land rat praſent neceſſarily kept in paſture; will 
de thrown into ĩmmediate cultivation, :and make a: vaſt addition to 
the annual product. In roſpect to the public highꝛvays, the aſſemblies 
have, at various times, been liberal. In the year 1768, they voted 
2040 /., to be expended n ſeven different roads. This diſpofition to 
improve the highways; is: greatly to che honour of that body ; but it 
would certainly tend more effe dually to the public benefit, if a proper 

inquiry vas to he made, every abuual ſeſſion, into the faithful appli- 
cation of the ſums ſo granted, and into the progreſſive Rate: of the 
toads; which ſhould be duly reported to the houſe, to the end that 
ſuch benefactions might not: be miſaꝑplied, and: that further helps 
might be added on thoſe particular roads, ſo mueh in want! of repair, 
as to be but little improved hy the firſt donation- The aſſembly will 
never find theſe ſums ill. beſtowed. yhichy when granted without any 
view. to ſiniſter purpoſes, are honeſtly and diſcreetly laid out, in ren- 
dering thoſe communications paſſable with fafety, and diſpatch: but 

it deſerves. their particular cate, to enforee any meaſure, which may 
bring the roads uſed fox carriage of produce to market, into as perfect 
a condition as poſſible 3 for theſe. ate the main ſprings, which: give 
motion, and nee, do r ober baden their commercial 
machine. 2005 ict hair „Hiitf; ne 1: 
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treatiſe on wh wheel | Carriages latel ee e a, proper ſup ple- 
ment.to the foregoing We 
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A principal object of conſideration is, to place the animal drawing, 
in ſueh an advantageous ſituation, as to exert his greateſt 3 
force. 2412 4 (194 51; tn 71136621 20h qc tr one ett 131. Dag 

Orxen ate univerſally uſed in Jamaica for-demight, : anditheſe/a * 
mals then ſeem to enert their ſtrength to the g reateſt advantage, when 
they can iſt as well as draw ;: the: thick neck and broad ſhoulders of 
the ox ſhewy how fit he is to draw and bear the yoke; accordingly 
this is the manner in which he draws to the greateſt advantage; for 
this rraſon it ſeems ſtrange that ſome people (the Portugueſe for ex- 
ample) oblige their oxen to draw by the borns, faſtening the yoke 
upon their points, or elſe ſo as to bear between their baſes; by which 
method, it is alledged, they are more eaſily guided; the ſtrength of 
his head indeed enables him to ſupport: his labour tolerably well in 
this manner, but to far leſs advantage than when he draws by his 
ſhoulders. His ſhort legs, heavy body, firm hoof, and divided toes, 
which expand in preſſing don, but cloſe again in coming up, all 
concur in adapting him to ſurmount the conſtant reſiſtance of the 
earth, and particularly in drawing carriages through heavy, or along 
rugged roads, far beyond. the ability-of a horſe; and he is therefore 
deſervedly preferred ĩn Jamaica, not only on theſe accounts, but be- 
cauſe horſes are dearer in the purchaſe, more chargeable in their 
maintenance, leſs equal to ſevere conſtant labour, and when they die, 
their wortli dies with them. The manner in which the ox applies 
his ſtrength being confidered;” it ſeems; that by giving the line of his 
traction an abliguity, he may be kept in the ſituation of lifting as well 
as drawing; beſides, the oblique line has confiderable advantages in 
the paſſage over rough, uneven ſurfaces, eſpecially if the wheels be 
ſmall. As therefore the horſe applies his powers with moſt energy 


who he en ore a horizontal line, or at tee with oy mall an ob- 
IR 1 1741 1% 114397 «41167 [4] Jacob's. 11 ae 
2 2 liquity, 
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liquity, 2s to decline but little bajo hes horizontal; ſo the ox, TY 
exerts his force fram the: ſhoulder neck, will be found to ver- 
come his labour with moſt. 2 when ebe Ine in which he draws 

a load, is almoſt as oblique 36 if che upper point of that Ine was in 
contact with the curve of _ ſhoulder, aid the-lower' point bearing 
on the ſurface of the ęart Wow may ſerve to i te the proper 
ſtructure of the carrilgeb B cenhſtoyrtltb draw; whoſe fore 
wheels ought-to be made WA — ——————— 
of the road over which they are to be-drawns that is to Hay; the fir- 
mer and leſs miry the road is, the ſmaller ſhould be the diameter of 
the fore wheels; und when, by reaſpn fuer boggy or miry parts, 
there appears à neceſſity for enlarging the wheels diameter, in order to 
prevent the curriage from ſticking, the draught of the team will be 
greatly relieved; by-contriving to fix the tongue of the waggon or 
wain as low as cotiveniently»may/be: beneath the fore axle 
In theſe caſes, or in-yugged highways, the udbantage of an oblique 
traction will be viſible in the eaſe with vhicbꝰ the cattle: wilb move a 
loaded carriage over or through, ſach Obſtacles- An proportioning 
the number of cattle to any given dranght, it is always to be ccinſider- 
ed, that the muſcular force” of the mimal duawing is divided be- 
tween it, and the carriage to be draun. Suppoſing, therefore; a team 
able to go forward. at any certain rute without a unttiage, let then a 
carriage of equal weight be faſtened! ta tim aitththey would»be-able 
to move witli the carriage but ↄone half as ſaſt ad they could before 
without it, or, perhaps rather leſs thaw hhlf, if the carriage has any 
conſiderable friction to overcome. If then, the Weight of an ox in 
Jamaica ſhould, for example: be called 400 lb and that a planter has 
a wain whoſe weight when empty is rooolb and that à load being 
put nta it uf tw hogIHheads of ſugar, equal to gocolb. weight, in 
all '40004b. weight, it is required ta e drawn oνν,j.ua rdad of mode - 
rate goodies; ſuch a carriage muſt ha vg at leaſt ten oxen to draw 
with half tha expedition, with wbich they could have; x 
W __ ede Sy ion ht een or load. A 


"\PLAGING Ge LOAD. 1, 
The dekitadeſihe load Keen en of very great moment inaf- 
ag ſteep hills; particularly, 1 8 — between the hind and 
> v Q | . fore 


* 
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fore wheels be ſhort, and che greater part of the load be laid on the 
hinder part of the waggon. This method G loading is nevertheleſs 
adviſed, betanſe, the hinder heels being made higheſt, the load s * 
this means drawn. along eaſieſt on plain grumm d. 
| N takes place in aſcending bills which are the 
walk arduous, and in Jamaica the more frequent kind of draught, it 
would perhaps be better (unleſs on very flat roads) to do what is 
done by the common waggoners, who beſt know when their carriage 
goes moſt eaſy, and put the greater ſhare of the weight forward. 
Therefore, iſ a waggon in Jamaica is to receive two heavy caſks, and 
one light eaſi the light caſł ſhould be ſtowed the hindmoſt. But 
on flat ground, it is paſt a doubt, that the load is eafieſt dran when 
the greater part of it is laid to bear upon the higheſt wheels, whether 
thoſe wheels are placed before or behind. Im waggons, as well as 
two-wheel carriages, the load ſhould be ever placed as low as poſſible 
conſiſtently with its ſafety, the nature of the roads, and the convenience 
of the team and driver. For the ſame ;reaſon, all four-whecled car- 


riages have an advantage in their length, eſpecially if Re are of any 
n height. 3 a I 


W EIGHT or CARRIAG ES. 


- The weight of every carilage ſhould be As letle as poſſible, fo that 
it 1s conſiſtent with a requilly 0 b. 19 4 


STRUCTURE or” CARRIAGES. 


There i is nothing more abſurd than the common practice of uſing 
the ſame kind of carriages for very different purpoſes; to each of 
which, ſeverally, the ſtructure of the cartiage ſhould: be properly 
adapted. It ſhould be adapted to the nature of their uſual loading, 
that ĩt may be put in or taken out, without difficulty or danger. 

| Carriages therefore, employed chiefly for conveying hogſheads of 
N and puncheons of rum, ought 120 to be too es from the 
ground at their tail. \ 


STRUCTURE or WHEELS. 


In the uſual method of conſtructing wheels, their peripheries are 
compoſed of a number of pieces, or Lilies joined together; which 
renders 
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| tenders-them-ekterimely werk, and ſubject to many e 
In'thie:firſt:placey the joints being the wenakeſt parts of the wheel, they 
are moſt liable. lo yieſd in wwardꝭ for wich reaſon, the wheel wright: 
leave them higher than the other parts of the rim; in conſequence of 
Which; the wheel is not at firſt” exaRty round, nor its motion of 
courſe; uniſorm. Another very material-objeQion - to this method of 
conſtructing wheels is, that tie fellies being of a circle, 
ſawed or Hewn out of ſtraight wood, they are thence rendered ſo 
brittle, from the croſs dirofiow'of the grain neat᷑ the joints, that oy 
are 5 difficulty kept together, even though near twice the « 

ty of timber be employed, that would other wriſe be neceſſary | 
An the: improved mode of bonſtrubion, the caſe is different. By 
bending the timber perfectly cirpular (whieh may be done by fire, or 
hy boiling for ſome time in Water after; the manner practiſed in the 
dock- yards), and uſing; only a ſingle periphery, or at moſt two fel- 
Bes only, the gram of the wood is preſerved in every part 3 no, 

in e 6 I 
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In chis mode of nest the bariphery: of the wheel is Netty 
equally ſtrong throughout ; and, though not near ſo much as the uſual 
quantity of timber is made uſe of, is of itſelf almoſt ſtrong enough to 
{uftain'the common burthen lsid en ſuch wheels, ' without the affiſt- 
ance of iron tiers; which are only: applied to them as a ſaſeguard, to 
preſerve the wood from the. r to which: it would otherwiſe be 
neceſſarily expoſed from the roads; hence a leſs quantity of iron is 
ſufficient, and even that will be fairly worn out before it becomes 
uſeleſs. The durability of wheels of this conſtruction is, no doubt, 
an object in point of cxconomy 3 but their | lightneſs, i in compariſon of 
others, will appear << an N 8 od at xphor in * 25 and 
bs 1 88 of drau gt. e 
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Wheels facilitate the motion of 's carriage, and he drawn along 
roads covered with looſe Tones, and indented with. cavities, they are 
further uſeful in ſerying to depreſs ör ralſe the 9 over the © one, 
and in extricating it out of the other... Si para; eee, er 

It is in this reſpect, as well as in overcoming friction, that high 
ab have REN over low ones, though. not , in chat de- 
gree for which ſome perſons have contended. _. . | 

If it requires a certain power to. draw a carriage of a certain weight 
over a given obſtacle, with wheels of any determinate) diameter, it 
will require Wheels of ſour times the diameter, to draw the ſame car- 
riage over the. ſame obſtacle with half that power. But notwith-- 
ſtanding this poſition, which tends only to prove that fewer, cattle 

are required to draw a high- wheel than a Io w- wheel carriage, it 18 
clear, that, by increaſing, the diameter of \ wheels, their ſtrength i Is die 
miniſhed; ot, | they, may be made ſo large, and conſequently. io. 
heavy, chat the carriage will be, leſs eaſily and ſpeedily drawn, than if 
the wheels were ſmaller. High. wheels are particularly diſadvantage- 
aus in drawing up, hill, this difficulty, is aggravated in two-wheel 
carriages, in which the center of . gravity of the load is placed conſi-, 
derably above the center of the wheels. „Fo or when ſuch a carriage 
aſcends up hill, this center is thrown back, and adds to the relative 
gravity of the cafringey mh more vo: it would hav a * che 
load lay below che axle. et 3 neu: 

Increaſing the weight of 0 3 A their keigbt, 5 Is 4 
diſadvantage, as already hinted; for, though ſomewhat be gained 3 in 
point of friction, and in overcoming obſtacles, this advantage is not 
compenſated by what is laſt with the weight, or vin Fnertiey of the: 
wheels; ſo that an empty carriage of this ſtructure is drawn with 
much greater difficulty than an empty one on wheels differently 
conſtructed. But, to remedy their inconvenience in ſome reſpects, 
and make ab more aſſiſtant to the cattle, I would recommend. the 
following form of an axle- tree, by which the load will have its cen- 
tre of gravity below the centre of the wheels, and therefore will en- 
able them to move up hill with infinitely more diſpatch, and leſs fa». 
tigue, The axle-trees now uſed in Jamaica being in general of iron, 
5 9 there | 
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there will be no difficulty i in having them made in England agreeuby 


; 5 A. * 1. 
L SS 
to this form. eu MuAh aa 2 N LEES: IF; 1 Li 3 Q 
1 * +» . 1 75 2 . 2 » 2 * wr 24 Ch - | J : "TI'S * 
* 9 „ e | py Þ 24 41, 4 5 ae . - - * 4 WIL * 7 P : FT 
«83 * 4 . 8 > i & . #4 735 - * , z WY 
by 4% 4.8. 3% 2300 * 27 a * "*} 
2 Fern 2155 een 
*. . ry # 3 , MA: ESE * 0 * 3 | 4 
' aud 170 = . 1 * 4 LEI 3.5 : 
e ore 175 5 
5 t "Wm #&.4 111 7 | 


7 \ ihe bottom of gy bra a upon 45 . that the 


carriage will be drawn with a facility in proportion 'as the centre of 


the wheel C is above the centre of the gravity of the load at B * 
that ſpace wilt be the inereaſed diameter of the wheel, ©0290. 
Aud ſuppoſing the ſpace from'B to C to be one foot, 0 . 
from B to the ground to be one foot and à half, the wheel Will de of five 
et diameter. Buch a ſtruQure would be extremely commodions in load- 
ing: [and unloading ;; for, che bing wheels ſhould be made even of fix 
teet diameter, the di ſtance from the tail of the waggon to the ground 
would. be only two feet, A further commendation of forming the 
axle tree ſome what in this manner is, that; the centre of gfavi -of the 
load being thus funk fo near to the earth, the Uxen Will Yraw'in that 
obligue'line; in which I ape before chdezvoured” to prove: en 
apply tbeit full e is fatigue to themſelves than in Wy 
other way. 1 21 801. 16 0 1920122 2 5115 douly? we 12 0 
IBBITIED. B clout ny O W. 'W H E. E LS 52013. 970d8. Nast 


„iiglen ads o ebbg üg heed dine eic ud qu eb 
. Th bigher the axis is -removed from the- plans; the farther is we 
centre of gravity removed out of the perpendicular line of ſupport; 
ſo that che lower the wheel, the leſs-is-the relative pravity;of the car- 
the friction of two carriages of equal weight, but of 
differently-ſized wheels, to be equal, the Jow - toneel · nt wauld be 


drawn up hill, on ſmooth ground, much more eaſily than the high- 


wheel one; notwithſtanding it is certain, that on ſmooth le vel ground 
the latter would be drawn more caſilx than the former. In going 
down hill indeed; a high- wheel carriage will be urged forward, by its 
relative gravity, more than a low- wheel one; but this will hardly be 
thought any advantage, if we pay. dus attention to the inconveni - 
ence and ok f Lenke en N. ng. 6 nes, 
n 4 jr C408 Fill "Rt 
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Broad wheels, whole ot? 1s flat, bear very unequally on the ground; 
aud from this c cauſe. pinch the boxes violently at top and bottom, by 
the une quel elne of their load, and their own irreg gular bearing 
upon an any ſurface which is not exactly flat, and ſo W 0 to be in 22 
taß at once with every point of the ſoal, as it rolls over the road. 
Aud although a broad wheel bears on more points than a x 
one, i that the weight or preffure is proportionably leſs, yet the 
quantity of the whole friction is the ſume to both. In paffing along 
roads abounding with looſe rough ſtones, and other obſtacles, a broad 
wheel carriage will undoubtedly be dravn with leſs eaſe and diſpatch 
than a n wheel one; | becauſe the narrow wheel may avoid or 
turn afide what the broad one müſt futmbunt*br depreſs. But the 
prevention of .rats is the circumſtance on which the utility of broad 
wheels is chiefly founded, and! in this reſpect they are certainty a 
able to the intention. e ee 
Broad wheel carria ges, however, are not only ſubject to more TOP? 
and tear, than the 1 00 * wheel, on account of their greater fric- 
tion; deen drawn more ſlowly, and with more difficulty, on ac- 
count of the more numerous obſtacles they are obliged to encounter 
with, from their greater breadth of — 
But as the el "of the roads from r uts ſeems t ourge the 
necefl ty of having, the wheels of heavy carriag es as broad as can poſ- 
ſibly be 'raade convenient, and the breadth Gaticaly affigned them | 
appears to be too great; it were better, perhaps, to diminiſh the — 
breadth of them in waggons to fix inches, and by making the fore and 
hind axles of different lengths, to chuſe both wheels together to roll 
the ſurface of nine inches. which they might well do, without ad- 
mitting of any ridge or vacuity between them. At the ſame time, 
the - fore axle being proportionably longer than the hind one, no 
ridge can be thrown up between the · tracks of the wheels; which, be- 
ing only ſix inches broad, will, by leaving a little room in the box, 
ſtand nearly flat in all fituation e from the tg or con- 
cavity of the roads. F 
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-Friftion. being "proportional to the d wel ight or prefſu p Fs; in- 
epmbent- body, it will remain exadtly the ſame in all = ſo. that 


as: to the friction of a loaded carriage, IN wall e 10 772 12 
Rob 6 


weight of, the carriage; and all the uſe ls, in ee we 
dad is to transfer. the rubbing from under the ſurface of the c 

and the. plane ſupporting it; or rather to divide it between the 
of the axle and nave; th the, .nkye rolling; under the arle, oe at in 

the, ſame manner as the w ee over The oppor, p 55 vt (4 
nine . EN As the hee os 
Ve. 
| — The fricion of . 1s, pet; er br 0 Pa. over- 1 


e of the wheels i ei 2d: W074 
heels 18 either ratt the axis.or th 


The rubb ing 0 4 5 — 98 & + 
The more friction there is upon the one, the ibs there. ry be at 
the, ther; the rubbing at the - e 8 e f dip 
it 4 ue metal? V. 
2 d the rubbing ö * N 99 COT? A 5 1 ,as the dl 1 
ameter o Al „ 


d, 8 it 0 ſ} 4% 
F ee — e Fs a ys calculated 555 . indet 5 
y occaſioned y a 0 0 over. an 85 5 lar re 
furface, not by any be ech 2 85 rage along : the” pow 
to fat [cs „% rather to The 


that does this ws Proporuone © 
105 load F 3 in £4 omg ef of which, t rubbing be enn 


. is a, very incon! N ab ob bject 
imiluition of this friction, beyonc e 
ares, would be of litle or n ' conſequence in ther dra pght. 2 


riages, | this. end is to be tained, n ne ot 'by diminution 7 ET 1 A 
the diminution of weight, But friction cannot be diſpe penſed with i in 
earxiages of b burth en; which, for that reaſon, art Bader 2 a mechanical 
necolfity of being drawn 2 proportionably "Red and heavy teams, 
and ol moving proportionably flow; as friction therefore feti follows the 
ratio of the weight, net of the bees, it is not to be dinkinithed by 
| wheels of any es high, or broad; but is father inéredſed by 
broad. b r high * in proportion as tley weigh heavier than others. 
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15 HAT. ye. may take SEL view oh the trade of . 
eye -Mand, it. is aper to, begin With the Negroe trade, which | is 
Je ground-work, of ali. The Negros ſlayes are achte in EN 
by, the.Britifh, Pena. With a great. variety of woollen goods; 3 
cheap, fort; of fixe 45 om B PRI Sheffield, and other N : 
powder, bullets, 1 iron bars, is ars, braſs Pans, malt ſpi irits, tal- 


. ., tobacco-piges, ; Mangheſter goods, glaſs. beads ; b 5 particular 
ind of linens, ironmongery = cutlery | ware; Certain toys, ſome 


Eaſt India goods 3 but, in the main, with very little that is hot of 
Britiſh growth, or manufacture. Beſides theſe ſlaves (which make 
up the greateſt part of their cargo), our African traders alſo purchaſe 
gold duſt, elephants teeth, and dying woods, with ſome valuable 
drugs; and in the Weſt Indies alſo, when they have any ſurplus of 
ſlaves, they diſpoſe of them at a good price to foreign nations. All 
the incidental "profing excluſive of what is produced by the ſale of 
ſlaves, whether obtained by the, purchaſe of other articles upon the 
African coaſts, or from the ſale of their commodities to foreigners in 
the Weſt Indies, find their way into Great Britain; on the winding- 
up of the account therefore, as the {ale of the Negroes centers in the 
Welt Indies, ſo tbe profit ions upon them, and every other accefſion 
of gain, from whatever article of our African commerce it is produced, 
centers ultimately with, and becomes the property of, the inhabitants of 
Britain. When theſe Negroes are ſold to the Britiſh planters, they 
cannot be employed i in, or furniſhed with, inftruments proper for their 
daily labour, but with freſh advantage to the Britiſh nation. For, in 
his field work, the planter muſt ſupply his Negroes with bills, hoes, and 
axes; his Ne egroe tradeſmen require inſtruments and tools of various 
ſorts, which, in conſequence of their being uſed continually, makes 
it neceſſary to have yearly ſupplies, for the making good wear and tear, 


which, in ſo 15 and warm a climate, muſt riſe to a very conſiderable 
Rrr 2 amount, 


x 4 N ＋ fa 7 1 $ 
amount. 'To this We that theſe WF: th ſelling no ſmall part 


of the provifions they raiſe, by out the 
theif private induſtry, chiefly for Birmingham, Sheffield, and Man- 


to no deſpicable ſum, is likewiſe returned to Great Britain {4]. - But 
the field expences are trifling, in. . compariſon” of the utenſils neceflary - 
in ſugar. works ; ſuch as coppers, ſtills, mill-caſes, and other mill- work 
of iron; ladles, ſkimmers, lamps, and almoſt innumerable other articles; 
ta which may be added nails, locks, ſtaples, hinges, bolts, bars; and lead, 
employed by the planter in bis other buildings, and the numberlefs 
| Kinds of iron-work that are uſed in "waggons, | carts, and other things, . 
not only exceedingly expenfive at the firſt ſetting out, but which, 
from their being in conſtant uſe, require frequent fupplies. All theſe. 


product which thus ariſes from 


cheſter wares; ſo that all x $95 which, their numbers conſidered, amounts 


* price) muſt be i 5 2 Even the W of... 
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Befides thee hips; there go „rere dee North 
and they are yearly increafing ; therefore the whole number of ſhips and veſſels employed i in this 


Americs and the Web RE len 66 f or 20. 
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trade are about 260; and the number of Negroes they /carry; about $7,0004 The gold imported = 


from the Gold Coat has been in ſome years 150,000 04. And from Senegambia generally-about 


400 n of gum, By 2 calculation of the trade, it appears, that at leaſt one million and a half of 


7 


money is annually remitted to Great Britain for Negroes and that the value of other articles 
imported, beſides what are before · mentioned, vin. wax, · ivory, malaguetta, pepper, rice, ebony, 
redwood, and other dying wands, amounts at leaſt v0 half 2 million more 3. ſo that two millions of 


money are brought home by this trade in i its Preſent ſtate; and. it is ſuppoſed, that i it might be 


Increaſed much more, by proper regulations. It now employs above 50, 00 tons of ſhippitig, - 
and is carried on chiefly by our d manufactures, and furniſhes the colonies with 40,000 la- 


bourers yearly... The advantage to the revenue is equal to that of the merchants ; and whatſoever 
3s the annual valve of the labour of our plantation Negroes, ſo in proportion is. che bentfit - 


—_—_ Wo > duties levied on · the commodities produced by the labour 


Treatiſe upon the [Trade from Great Britain to Africa, 1772. 
the 
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lumber, proviſions, commodities, which are umparted | 
S the Northern ©: | phe for by the 144 Wes goes 
in diſcharge of the balances reſpectively due flom thoſe n the 
mother country, 3 of at leaſt, a very great part df cher are this aß 
diſeharged:¶ To this catalogue we muſt add many of the materials | 
neceflary for building their houſes; by far the greateft part of their 
furniture: and it is not only; by their induſtry, and the ſucceſs a — 
tending it, chat Great Britain is enriched, but alſo: by their luxuries, 
whenever they are in a condition to have: more than the convenien- 
cies of life, ſuch as chaiſes, coaches, chariots, | and the. like, together 
with all ſorts of wearing apparel, but chiefly of the fineſt and coſt- 
lieſt ſabriels ; uo ſmall part likewiſe of their proviſions, ſuelr as 
cheeſe, hams, bacon, tongues, i{almon; onions, refined ſugars, con- 
fectionary, and grosery ares, ſpices, piekles, beer, porter, ale, and - 
cyder, in- vaſt quantities; and flour, and biſeuit, hen they are cheap. „ 
Their Negroes alſo are in this · te ſpect vety beneficial; ſor they annually - 
conſume a large abundance of cheque: linens, ſtripad hollands, fuſtian, 
blanketting, long ells, and baize, Kendal: cottons, Oznabrugs, can- 
vas, coarſe hats, woollen caps, cotton and filk handkerchiefas, knives, | 
ſciſſars, razors, buckles, bhpttons, tobaceo · pipes, fiſhing, tackle, ſmall + 
| glaſſes, ribbons, beadsʒ thread, needles, pins, and various other articles, 

all or moſt. of them of ritiſh growth or manufacture. Further, as 

ſugar, rum, and nielaſſes; ſo likewiſe cotton, indigo, pimento, maho- 
5 gany, fuſtio; and; in a word /e very thing that comes from theſe plan - 

rations are bulky commodities; they require and employ an immenſe 
quantity of ſhipping, the freights of which, out ward and home ward, 
inſutance, cominifſions, and petit charges are all paid by the inhabi- 
tanits of theſe 2 iſlands, and are all received by Briũiſh merchants and 
factors. We muſt alſo take dato thig accnunt che very large revenue 
which annually ariſes from this: cotumerpe id the crown. If, upon 
the whole, we reyolve in our minds, a0 an amazing variety of 
trades receive their daily ſupport, as many of them did originally 
their being, from the calls gf the-Afrigan.and Weſt India markets; if 
we reflect on the numerous families of thoſe mechanics. and artiſans ; 
which are thus maintained, and contemplate that eaſe and plenty, 
which is the conſtatit as well as juſt reward of their inceſſant labours; 
if we combine with theſe the ſeveral tribes of active and buſy people, 
Who 
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ages 8 ndvige ing, and the Ptecigens- EG WU who Tikewile! obtain 
= Pp by 950 Ubbo, and bther neccffüry attendantes upon 
be e feel abe the übt ere of all thel@ HHS Hind te 
4 Goo mien, thut tue fed?" Sbuftitutes a tw fünd of ſup. 
e boy landed and aue rtkrefs" ef this: ett; that their 
conftiniptions Cate ta geil the clue of laß, tor euſe x 
regler and *bnſttnt 'dematid for ininitnſe güsntities of Hur tative 
Commodities, ag well as to pröcute a went for our numberleſi mann 
antes: aud that An che i eur teguter, Ferthatlent. and dertein: 
we way From thence Rriti's eothpetent des of che predigious wie 
5 ſügar colofties, mda pe deeper of their immeũſc import 
Anee to che granideur. and i proſperity 6f their mother colntey; to whom, 
from the Virbumſtate of this relation, they pay without repining ſuch 
Vat atid niet ffarleus tributes®, A pplicable as theſe remarks are to 
the ſugar-iſlands in general, they lea us: neceſſarily ta contemplate the 
laige e all theſe ad vantages derived: tu Great Britain from 
her pafleſffon bf Jamaica; ſbrus that. updn a fair calculation, Beatly 
ole half of the w holt taſk be aſcribed to this iſland. But, as this will 
better be underlieod by defcentiing intn particulars, I ſhall. now pro- 
. oced to as accurate ari in veſtigatitin as the natute of xhe ſubject, and 
the difficulty · of obtaining preciſe inforitations, will admit. To begin 
cherefore with the two principal ſtaples, ſugar and rum. I ſtated the 
number of ſugar works in this iſtand at 65, in the year 1568, but 
they have ſince increaſed thirty or forty ; ſo that the preſent number 
may be preſumed at leaſt 680. The produce of theſe eſtates is ſome- 
hat near 80,000 hogſheads of 1 5 cui. per annum; but, as this may be 
ſuppoſed fluctuating, I ſhall rate it, in order to have à determinate 
ground for'caloulation;1iat- 75-000-hogſheads of ſugar, and 30,000 
puncheons of rum. I ſuppoſe theſe require between 60 and 70,000 
- acres of land, actually in canes, conſiſting of plants and rattoons; to 
which adding what is requiſite for the paſturage, proviſion, intervals, 
and fire-wood, we may eſtimate the whole land occupied in gr plan- 
tie at yes zoo, o modes excluſive 0 own: er land- | 
I * Campbell's Confiderntions 0 on 0e Suga * 


Is 
- - 


For 
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For the cultivation of this land, manufacture and eurriage er | 
produce, we may eſtimate 5 5,000 Negroes, 42 
40, oo Road and mill — * 5 
25, ooo Mules and horſes. 00 
The other articles, which urn the export trade of this iſland, 
are coffee, cotton, pimento, gingefg ihdigd, maliogany,! brafiletto, fuſ- 
tick; Ig wood, 1 oh and ſome other curious woods; as the 
manchineel; ebony, gen wood, bread-nut,. &c. chiefly for 
cabinet and' turn ie caſfia, tamarinds, aloes, hides, tor- 
wileſhell, all of which m3y*v&talled its home produce; and. in ad- 
dition to theſe, are the varibub-artitles brought in by/its commerce 
with wie neighbouring coloni&, and :dependancies, many whereof 
are ſynonymous with the productions above mentioned, and the reſt 
exotic: of; che latter claſs are to be reckoned, cacao, Peruvian ane 


We 


ſome balſams, and bullion. 


In 17 the following vomputation wras made of the bad — NE 
ed or occupicd in the inferior ſtaples, and in breeding | e 


farms, viz. 1 e 
OO Acres = b $11.93 02521911: 
Cotton works, — 15 %”67˖öũ my oli) ul 
Pimento walks, — 60 
inger plantations, ng ne INTE 4400 Ore 
Breeding penns, — 108, 00 
Foly Inks 10 our e 2 , Acres 
511 'S - 205,900 


S;oes thet peed ve may venture 6 believe, thas they 1 have. Tor 

_ been increaſed. ane third. more, to the preſent year 1773», 86,666 

To:which we, max add for coffee! walks, not inchaded in the 
Sreceding. iber vbich erg is no Sete e 


denſigely, — . ——— ae — 5 60 N —. 257600 
2 pn 102 IE Ol giv? my 1 nie port ETD 

k + y ; -Y ' E o 
Net! 5 95 e | rect 3565 o 


The 9 number of theſe ſetcements a, 23 nearly, - 
s L. can make e eee eee 

Ostebm Worb, 8 1701 nor 1 

min . 1 LOT 
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875 5 — 139 rs do non. ln als 10 1 
Breeding pens, HOT) 020.5 0899 - 22armiits erm: ow ub. on 

: Polinks/and proviſion; places, .... 500 | 1 910 y 

e ee e 1 

: Indigo Work, 999 24 7 Its line alto 411 

« On:theſe plantations. ur,maax wckon, ig ig on le 5: 
ofs T6 4 2b; 007 2191149 11250 I Negroes, mM . boo 990 
70 XH. ig 1 Ann- bad Cattle, and muſes, , 40 
-703 , 22bid-oles news? & Litto on the breeding farms „ 
»bg oil or, ; 229 019% f ,] bai le PHAIRDS lle 672999, 
29T9ETEENY -Celletive. view af {the Whale, contaigsing, n 
Bottie mens n bnActes bn: Negroes dert 
3to1. od: bas hanoinnds :0ds waoithubong ad. and horſes. 
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Jugar 68. Sb 20 * — To 45 6g 40100 
- ſuppoſed abou tiolyd BIG ear thi - 5; 
iQ BE Kren 195 eee decent, o 11 
; 55 Wy ng” 4 ai das cesar bee v. 11 3 * 
fiſhermen, &c. in do- | | Fey 25,000 . ö ry * 1 
meſtic employments, 2 MY AAk how nc; 
Totals, 2178 600,000, 170,900... | 13 6,000 We 
An eſtimate of one — ' produce, van g 2 
088.85 1 Prime Colt 
91 R * S8. 8 Wo. 210105 lg Toi e eres. 


[F] doo hibds. of ſug ar at 201. per hundred average, 1, 500, ooo 
30, ooo punch. of 7 3,000,000 gall. at 24. G average, 37 5. ooo 
300500 gallons of melaſſes at 14. 8 — 15, 
800 cafks of coffee; 300 lbe height each; i 30 ur ewt. 1, O00 
1000 bags of cotton,” 't 8olk: weight, OM Hons 9000 


3558, O00 lb. pimento at 6 4 . e eee | 719 61,462 
— $00 bags of ginger, Foo lb. weight, at 50s. — 1250 
51 0,000 feet maho gany at 50 5. fer | hund. — 12,750 


230 tons fuſtick at 5. —— 20.1 to ain: 11750 


[D/ Some are of opinion that the produce is now now increaſed o Walle 6c ble: I have 
fixed 7 5,000 as the meſne quantity, from 1768 td 1771 ; that it has deen ery enden 
ſince, is well known ; fee eee it will rather 


Te nene 100,009. pi dit 


'B 00 K 1. 0 7 A p. v | 
ditto lignum vite, 12 n 
e\ e 8 8 ditto ebony, = 30. Free * L. 975 


A hd — 


Inch digo[g], canella, aloes, braſiletto, nicaragua, G tor 288 
tolſe-ſhell, and other articles, averaged a at about 2 OY 15,000 
To. which add 7 of its foreign trade in America, which 


apfually been rated from 60 to 70,000 I, which I put at ' $2,500 
on account of 1 its diminution ſince laſt war. 
ING: + —— 1 | 1 2,06 3,287 


bx 


The * rea ſart "being; . Jiguidated; to a determinate 
m, I. ſhall next endeavour to diſplay the branches 128 traffick which 


e their Ipring from thence; ce; perhap s, the order "wil be ſuficdently 
hes if 1 bo to ſhew 1 in what vhat mahner the above-c numerated 


120 ditto 5 logwood, at 61 Fr oy ; tn 7 200 


Nr ie ed of, viz by exportation, and 5 — pe. 0 
dba dad. 1 HT e982 33 Wy 7 | 
(N Ex o RT 8 10 G REAT-BRIT AIN. 
Sn 9 — Nag enk Jamaick exrreacy. 
bobo nba vf 8 as above. F. 1532000 
| — — 250,000 

— — A — | 9,000 

I, 8 . . = 6 —. _ 6,000 

3,048,090 1b. pichebto, 11 ti 1 10 r Yor i 61,087 

ag geo bags of ginger. , boon bee e 0 


12088) ode Fett of mahogany [5], | yo — 125 2500 


tc Nao 4 — 1 61 — 

' 7 4 at 3 
* 1912 eee os „ie 1 f i 0 i Tx" 1,19 
ot 1 =}, vo, eng 21 it £12 943) 4 framtio2o coded; +7 75 lignum 


bel The quantity! ol. French bag uten into Jamaica! for fix years ud ge 


640,900 lb. weight, In this general eſtimate, =p ind exactneſs i is not to be expected, in the ſeve - 
ve 


ral articles . It may be ſufficient to have it not very Wide öf the truth. The ſubſequent 
calculations 2 are 12 to depend upon it; and ĩt is probable there may be ſome'few-errors, which 
of courls 1 muſt affect the ſtate of the ſeveral balances; but, T apprehend, not to any very material 


amount n the whole of "the trade; che ſeveral, prices ſtated, are to be underſtood in the ſame 


view, rath: as theoretical, or, for exgmple-fake, to to uſt better the other ſubject-marters. 


(5] Thi article is now become far leſs beneficial to the j0land than formerly it was. Moſt of 


the trees that grew near the coaſt having been cut down, the cutters are now obliged to ſeek them 
ſeveral miles within the country; and they are chiefly found in the deep receſſes of St. Anne, Cla- 


cafians an expence, at an average, of not leſs than 67. ſterling a ton; ſo that the nett produce of 
the beſt quality brought to Great Britain, after payment of all the contingent charges, does rarely 
exceed ten ſhillings per ton, The greater part of what is ſhipped from this iſland has been im- 

Vor. IJ. | SIC | ported 


rendon, St. James, St. Elizabeth, and Weſtmoreland. The length and difficulty of carriage oc- 
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e 17,506 
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32780 e e ** 
ms” | 
300,000: gallons mel 
200-calks of coffee, 

15, 000 Ih. pi ment ?:!“ — Pc 

10,900 feet mahogany, - mm. | 

C er — dene . * 
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d fans e ei whom it grows in great= rhe coat. ant is cut and 


earried at a very trifling expence, ſo that they can afford to fell is extremely chenp; but it is fappy, - 
and very inferior to the Jamaica wood. Fhe-rrth Geo. L ch. 7+ itmpaſee's doe vf f CL. a ton 
on, mabogaay of foreign growth imparted into Britaih : this duty is entirely evaded; fur it is 
brought free into Jamaica, and goes from thence to Britain as Jamaica woods where, if it is fold 
even at the loweſt price, it clears. to the ſhipper neatly the ſame as rhe Jartutica cunters clear for 
theiry of the beſt quality: tho loſſes this oceaſioned to ſeveral cutters obliged them · to deſiſt; ſo that 
ſep, at prelent art: concerned. and they are perſons who have: large capitals, and 'make-a ſaving” 
gain, by the greatneſs of their exports. The legiſlature of theilland palled an act, about the year 
1 to put a ſtop to the importation of Spaniſh mabogany,.unleſs clogged with the duty, which, 
if demanded, and paid to the cuſtom · houſe at , would ſoon give a check to it: but I have 
heard, this act was not approved at home, Ix is canainly but juſt, tat the-mahogany of Jamaica . 
growth ſhould. have all the benefit intended. for it by the actu of parliament which permit its im- 
portation inte Britain duty free; but of this it is deprived, fo long as the Spaniſh mahogany comes 
to market on the ſame terms, in actual breach of the ftatutewhich tends to prohibit foreign woods; 
befides, the inferiority of this wood by. this indirect practice brings- a diſcredit. upon the Jamaica 
growth. Phere is a till ftronger reaſon why it ought to be ſuppreſſed: the mahogany cutters of 
Jamaica, in the carrying. on their buſineſs, are obliged to cut roads through the · interior tracts of 
country, which before were inacceſfible; by which means, ſettlements are promated in thoſe parts, - 
where otherwiſe there might have been none; the public ſecurity and advantage are therefore ſo- 
greatly augmented, by the neceſſary eſſects of their employment, that it is highly pains to leave 


them under fuch a diſcouragem ut. 
EXPORTS: 


: Book It CHAP. v. 459 


-+EXPORTS ro SOUTH AMERICA, ax orA RR Pants. 
1200 puncheons of rum, in payment for mules and hornd 
—— ee e L. 15,009 


coNSUNHRD IN JAMAICA. 
By ende ad pilkerage, valued at 5 Nor. cent. 3759 hhds. 


ſugar, — 1. 15,000 
ditto, 1500 punch. rum 18,750 

— oo hogſheads, 30,909 

[Of RAG, TU £ nn eien | ya oy— 


—_ RR 1 


* think that this account will not, upon the whole, be found ex- 
_ eggerated; ſince, if ſome articles may be thought to exceed, there are 

others which will appear to fall ſhort, communibus anne. In regard 
to the principal articles, ſugar and rum, we know that the port of 
London alone takes one year with another about 44,000 pd. and 
9000 to 19,000 puncheons, the remainder, therefore, will not appear 
too large an allowance for the other ports of England, of Scotland, 
and of Ireland[z]; nor will the exports, upon 9g whole, ſeem over- 
ſtrained, when it-is conſidered that at a medium of four years, from 
1729 to 1733, they were rated to England C. . 4 
alone, in, ſterling money, t 539,499 18 32 
In 1751 they were rated at — — 692, 104 13 6 
And from 1764 to 1765 ot — — 1,076,155 19 
The exports then, as I have ſtated them, appear thus 4 
To Great Britain, Z. oo, ö (reduced to ſterling)is 1214,758 11 6 


To North America, 119,625 dito, 85,446 8 7 

To South America, 15,000 ditto, 10,714 58 
— — 

C. 1,835,287 | 4 31ů 919 89 


El os ae the bt nds; and here, as in the former | 
calculations, I ſhall endeavour to approach as near to the probable 
truth as I am able; though it cannot be expected that, on a ſub- 
jekt ſo complicated i in its nature, and indeed fo abſtruſe, by reaſon of the 

12 K by many at nearly about two thirds of the whole. 
4 + 5 is many 


that tic oy Tr iſe 1 


| — confiderably; for a a oreat many new fugar pl 
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many intricate channels by wbicht trade is conducted, and the Wer 


impoſſibility there is f obtaining clear information on ſeveral points; 
Lay, it cannot be expected, thatany ms obe d. than 


a notional eſtimate. 


The imports into this ifland from Bight have been 0 re- 


preſented; but, upon good * * ene the different 


periods following, VIZ. Pe As | TE 2 

YEAST? nnn ib 99 4 
1791, 458, aſt 89 reduced e 261 925 5 0 
175% 488,208 68 — NT 4 9 


1764, 636,739 6 A — — 466528 4 
According to the beſt enquiries I have been able to make, the im- 
ports are now increaſed to between 7 and 800,000/. or near as much 
as the whole import of 17 57 into all the Weſt-India iſlands. If they 
pe augmented the laſt ſeyen Tr in propörtion to the former fe ven, 
hey would be found about 7 F596 But, to ab od exaggeration, F 
hall ſuppoſe them much below 'this fumg 
ine 


unuſual. quantity e in 5 r Ke iand ip 80 not K bit 


that the gonſumption bas mereaſed within theſe" 12 or 14 years paſt, 
ahtations have been 


formed v within the time ; büt the confumption by foreign trade has 
excee eedingly diminiſhed, ever ſince the foreigners, 1 alude to, "re 


— . .. ä 5 1 
—— 2 in,, l 12 


driven from” our —_— | 
— 1 M f 0 R T: F 
| It et 28 2119411 27 Queency. 
From: Great Binies l wares, merchndics an and mann - . 
factures, and various commodities,” . / pat 288 £ 
From ditto, by way of Africa;'6000 ase 60 6ol. [1], JJ 360, oo 
From ditto, and by way of Barbary and Leghorn, mules, 
© and horſes, -*© - * — — — 1, 400 


[4] Targue from the dearer rate of exery purchaſed article of conſumption in the mother coun- 
try; many new taxes, and augmentation of old ones; riſe of workmen's wages; increaſed rent of 
lands; all which, together have been med at thirty fer cents within, theſe laſt twenty years: which is 


| about,equal te to ten per cent. ad vance in ſeven years; but there 1 is good, reaſon to believe che proc 


£ - 


tion of the laſt /oven has greatly exceeded that of the preceding years. 


0 The price at Jamaica is now (177 3) got up to 700. = to 50. dente per head, | 
3 From 
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From Ireland, vis. H Je fund . noili 2029 do 20 Currency. 
19,921 barrels of beef, 50 . 49.742 10 ſterling · 3 
4308 ditto 12 5 Auges OH AQUI | 6 1 
15,876 firkins butter, 395. ' 23,814.09 .\ 33 4 79 
21, 300 herrings, 25 agen * god * H307 991 J] 
Mill-greaſe, wines, potatoes, —— 2 115 
2 and all other ſmall e 
add, © 


—ͤ—ñ—P '. —1——— er ae 


voc. ITT 7; le T 2. 113,951 10 l (in RESTO) 159,532 2 


From Britain, by way of Madeira, 1000 Pipes of wine, | 
vatzob [mp 7.1 e 00 b e 4 423900; *: 
v 71 Oeser > — Wie a 8117 Neid 
I aTnounT oj booze 2h Total, . P 1,292,932 2 
From different ports of North America. en 
28700 barrel; af flour, , 58g eee, 7 
ooo, dig beef ang, Pork, „ 0 %,, 1 % ꝛè m 


' 45000 hhds. ſalt - fiſn, - 1005. Sto 55 20% 813 7 by 
| 6,000 barrels of fiſh,” U AN 125 10% e I = 
| 25,000 buſhels of corn,. I 2211301 65 2251 4.375, A x . 
2,000 caſks of rice,  Bo.s. 1; 3, oo | 


1, 00 dende ef foaprnnd candle ge 1 U bY e 
. 6. ®. g 
0959! de barrels of. lamp oil, oo b * \ gal} og eme 
2,000 0 ditto of pitch, tar, Wit We, 5 10 ee, FIRED 
| IN) N 


turpentine, ' ; 1 7 17 23 ex: 40 
150 horſes, 15 Il. 2,250 1 
+4 ad . . 
4,000,000 feet of boards, plank, K Vc r | 
— — Joiſt, &. Ne 
een 959 hophead and pancinen ſtages, 31, 200 
N 12 er mM. W 3 
3006 00 EA eading, © at 16 © 4d [0 ee. 
" Ditto ſmall caſk s, ð 200 
Hoops, — — 28500 
ii gov f ſhingles, at 375. !: 4.500 wk 
Oi eis Jann. =; obo tf —-= N 
LI, 22 . atof 2 N T ae wing meaſure, . Quan. 
CFC 
_ "Quarter rake + 05 . gt 5 wh RD Ie, © 2M 8 


. ve © 


(ance penalty of iorfcirure.): | . . 


302 IA MIA 1 oO gs 
e ton el proviſion, ws has, fl. & 2 


„ en, bacon, cheeſes biſruitz ; ĩðͤ Hors 
| apples, onions, hog's:lard{n}; 1%, Mb : „ 
of LES + = ew. &c. mt . G. i e ue 550 2 Kb: . 
| Live Rock, a hog, ſep geeſe, 2 niTtyd "gp | 
| 2 3 | . &c. —ů— . 425 9h . 3K 2 8 1 
| | 85 ©2040! © 
. 183175 
SEES! (nene ) ai C1 et A Total, 55 1,476,007 
M10. gig cob tb y a. r 


Exports, C 1,835,287, reduced to feeling, 1,310,919 5 9 

e by"; amen — 1,054,290 15 8 

XPORTS N ImrorTs, by 

L. 359,2280 currency, "=", Rerling,” C. £56,628 10 1 

It would appear thetefore, at kei view, that Jamaica gained a clear 

38 of 359.280. currency Boe; but aßzinft this fur, 8 
5 place the following, ſet- Oi. N 

By money ſpent In Great Brita nſe Wen ono 

Ireland, by "abſentees, annuitants, W 11746 ce 

and for education of youth, and b | 

ents, all which cannot be Wh Gen 244 derling, 

computed at lefs than C 280,000 comers, tering dare 

By annual payment or gain 

of intereſt, at 51. per cent. | MSIE 

on money lent, the princi- ein 

pal a Lan, AE 49,000 916 35,000 


£4 329, oo we eps, . a3 5.000 


rn 


Allowing this detail to be tolerably jak," 26 15 venture to tine 
it is, the balance account will ſtand thus: 
To clear balance gained by . 

trade with Great Britain f . curr. th d 

and Ireland,. _ 39,280 N = ſſterling, 26% 10 1 


[#] e A. LEE ANG A What an u 
able example of ſupineneſs and lazaneſs amo inhabitants who might ſupply themſelves with 
any quantity of it, aud of a far better quality, as the Sygniards of this ifland formerly uſed, who 
exported every year a great abundance of it, over and above their own conſwnption, 
which was not ſmall, as they had no other ſuccedaneum for butter. r T7 

1 0 


9 
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7 dite gained by ſoreiga . 2113 Jug]: 1 0 . 4 
trade, chnefly wird Sou 07. 0 Ent 
America, curreneg, 359909 — e 2550 0 22 
Ou d win A Soc Ot £32 65,280 c L 4 v . WAS) 467628 10 1 
nt 1 | 1 
pe S & $2 — — 
By anne! re eee 
North America, paid in money, 4 J N 7 ne 


or bills of exchange on Great 

Britain, but chiefly the former, nr, s 
2450 is: 4 , 3c 

Nett balance gained by Aa A s 7 X 


on. the Whole, — | - + f Ge iy 1 1 6 
55 5 65.28 J. 46,628 10 1 


 * 
* = * 2. * 
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It muff not be rde chat this yearly 15 dt to the Neben 
oolonies, i is wholly loſt to Great Btitain; for, on the other hand, the 


inhabit; nts: of chele colonics drawing Large and conftant” ſupplies of 
commodities and manufaftures: from Britain, which bring a large 
balance againſt them,. the balance paid by. Jamaica is thought to 
oonſlitute a art of the annual remittance they make to Britain in 
payment of: their own debt; and if: this be the caſe, it is evident, the 
profit, on theſe tranſaQi, ultimately centers with 
the 3 inhabi rants. of: the mother” country. . ſubje ect of $7 is fo dif- 


eaſy talk. to ſtate its various avenues to gain. What ariſes from the 
employment of: ſhips and ſeamen, is not the leaſt conſiderable. An 
enumeration of what are probably A824 in the commerce of Ja- 
—_— mult ſuffice to convey; ſome idea of the value of this branch. 
A very intelligent officer of the cuſtoms there, upon the experience. 
of twenty yaars,. found the number of veſſels, great and ſmall, which 
entered. and cleared at the port of Kingſton y early, to be, at an average, 
four hundred. Fhis port has ſomewhat declined, ſince the opening 
of Montego Bay as a free ports. but. what. the one has loft, the other 
[el N. B. In 1752 Britain was computed to gain 762,008, 1, 1, ſterling by her exports to Jamaica ; | 
and Jamaica was, ſuppoſed. ta gain clear 40,009 “.; bu; 4. -ajnſt this ſum. the balance. with North 


America was not ſet, though ĩt was at chat time but lanai, "ru compariſon with what i it is at preſent... 
has 


1. 1 1 1 0 116444 0 


h Es the preſent | ſtate of ſhipping⸗ taking in dhe out- por 
with Kingſton, is, according to the ng allowance, :to,be 
thus ecomed at a yearly average: 2 L288 TIUD - ern 
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Rs bs! bet! W iron, linens, oſnabrigs, checks, 
arnſt zntypaileb bdonnets, tobacco-pipes herrings, ſtock- 
ings, ſhoes, boots, &c. 
Ireland, | * Linens, cottons, beef, herrings, butter, mill- 
| Tied - greaſe, wines, potatoes, &c. . 
ee 1 ſuccades, onions. 
Teneriffe, Wines. 
Cape de Verd, ſometimes Mules, aſſes, Spaniſh, wines. 
Mogadore, Mules. 
Leghorn and Gibraltor, Ditto. 5 
New Vork, PP lour, beef, pol hin: alt fiſh, gammons, 
_— OR - pickled oyſters, onions, apples, corn, peaſe, 
Sat, 1 ice, ſoap, cheeſe, butter, lard, oil, pitch, tar, 
0 turpentine, horſes, ſheep, hogs, poultry, 
: plank, boards, ſtaves, joiſt, houſe· frames, 
boops, heading, ſhingles, horſes, and various 
17 Ne articles. 
Philadelphis, | qo 
Boſton, © Gagit. £ * 7 
Rhode Iſland, 1 
New London, | 
Piſcataque, 1 
Salem, tt! 19-4 | 
8 52A The like articles as from New Vork. 
Maryland; 7 | 
South Carolina, Sa + 44+ 
North Carolina, ! 
Georgia, nne 2715 
Cape Fear, » * 
New Haven, ! | 
1 als d, Brafiletto, turtle, falt, poultry, building-ſtones, 
Providence, MaDogany 


Mules, horſes, horned cattle, cacao, nicaragua, 
mahogany, lignum vitæ, ſarſaparilla, hides, 
tortoiſeſhell, and ſome few other articles. 

Ttt Hiſpaniola, 
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Indigo, wines, and ſundry ſmuggled FROM 
"NW chiefly in return for delinquent ſlaves 

tranſported. | . 
1 and ſome other woods. 


806 
Hiſpaniolay. 
Curacoa, 


Moſquito Shore, a and ſundy articles ſimilar to n! me. 
ported en Main. | 
Caymanas, Turtle. 


In reſpe& to her foreign commerce with See lente and Gant 
in the neighbourhood, . it is certain, this iſland is merely a middle 
agent, or factor, for Great Britain 3. for ſhe exports to them. none of- 
the produce abſolutely her: owns except a. ſmall proportion of. rum; 
to bring in any of the exportable articles with. which thoſe. places 
furniſh: her. Theſe articles are purchaſed, either with Britiſh wares 
and manufactures, or North Americam proviſions, but chiefly with: 
the former; and hence is obvious the vaſt advantage to the nation of 
having an iſland! ſo ſituate and circumſtanced; as to be able to extend 
the conſumption of its manufactures, by a variety of: ſeeret and diffi-- 
cult channels, into thoſe remote parts, to which no means might 
otherwiſe probably have been. found of ſo. conveniently: e 
them. 

Negroes formed a very capital part of the-exports to theſe places 0 
many years. In ſome they amounted to near ſix thouſand ; but, one 
year with another, to about two thouſand: five hundred; and it was 
thought, that, over and above the profits of their ſale, near as much 
more was gained. by the other merchandizes which this traffick ad- 
miniſtered the opportunity of vending. But theſe contracts have ceaſed; 
for ſome time, which juſtly has been thought a-great injary to the 
iſland ;. if it were only for this reaſon, that the very formation of ſuch 
an export brought a conſtant ſupply of Negroes to the Jamaica mar · 
ket, ſufficient to anſwer as well the planter's: demand, as the mer- 
chant's export; and ſince this trade has been diſcontinued, the market 
has every year grown worſe ſupplied; ſo that, at preſent, the planters 
are unable to procure, at any terms, the number they. require; beſides, 
advantage being taken of the few that are brought in, theſe. are ſold 
in courſe at moſt extravagant prices. The whole number imported from 
1702 to the peace of Aix la Chapelle in 17 5, a ſpace of 48 years, 
was 408, 101; of which only 108,79 5 were exported ;. and the reſt, 


190,511, 
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190,511, remained in the iſland; which circumſtance proves, that the 
planters were the firſt ſerved. Theſe Negroes employed twenty-five 
fail of ſhips, communibus annis ; and, conſidering the various emolu- 
ments to which the trade hang a certain inlet, there is no doubt 
but the iſland as well as Great Britain (but particularly the former) 
has been much hurt by the loſs of it. It was computed, that the na- 
tion gained, in ſome years, no leſs than 300,000 /. ſterling by it. A 
third part of this ſum, at leaſt, may be reckoned for the average profit 
per annum, which paſſed by the way of Jamaica. We may infer 
then from hence, the vaſt benefit this iſland acquired, by having the 
management of ſo great a part of the trade; by the reſidence of fo 
many: opulent merchants occupied in carrying it on; the fitting out 
ſome veſſals, and the victualing and repairing of others employed in 
it ; the conſtant uſe of a great part of this money in circulation; and 
the application of the refer part of it in forming new ſugar eſtates. I 
ſhall conclude this Section with a ſketch of the annual profits which 
the nation may be ſuppoſed to gain by her commerce with this iſland. 


2 . 4. | 4. d. 
Half freight outwards, at 6/. per ton, — ſterling, 124,800 


Freight of ſugar homewards, — 184,800 
Ditto of rum, — — — — $0,000 
Ditto of other articles, — — — + 2 5,000 


By inſurance (probably much under-rated), — 20, ooo 
By commiſſion, brokerage, and other charges, — 260, ooo 
By profit on 6000 Negroes, deducting prime coſt, — 125,142 


By freight of ditto, at 5 J. per head, — 32,000 
By abſentees, annuitants, &c. _ — 200,000 
By intereſt money, —: — — 35, ooo 


By tranſport of merchants, planters, and ſervants, to 
and from the. iſland, computed at 300 per annum, 
at 151 per head average, — — 4, 500 
By one * of 521, 428 J. tot. amount of merchandize | 
and manufactures furniſhed from Great Britain, al- 
lowed as clear gain, — — 130, 357 2 6 
Add the annual balance, ſu ane to be add to North 
America, and remitted in courſe of trade to Britain, 45,321 8 7 


+ This, it is imagined, is greatly under-rated, the Pimento alone being about 20,000 /. 
T tt a | And 
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Far. Set een will 8 occur to every chinking per- 
ſons! who turns bis view to the ſeveral” beneficial objects which this 
rand e dr over and above what I have noticed; the vaſt ad- 
vantages, for inſtance, of baving ſuch a nurſery for ſeamen, and ſup- 
port of the trades concerned in ſnip - building; of employing ſo many 
ſhips continually, beſides thoſe detached. for the Guiney trade, the pro- | 
fits on which, and of their cargoes exported for purchafing the regular 
ſupply of Negroes, I have not admitted into the preceding calculation ; 
nor have I included the many tranſient traders and other perſons, who, 
having no landed property there, but having reaped by merchandize, 
or other profeſſion, competent fortunes, return full laden to their na- 
tive hive. What a field is here opened to diſplay the comforts and 
bleſſings of life, which this commerce diſtributes monk, ſo many 
thouſands of induſtrious ſubjects in the mother country! what multi- 
tudes participate the ſuſtenance and conveniences derived from it, who, 
without it, would either ceaſe from exiſtence," or not exiſt to any uſe- 
ful purpoſe! If we ſhould carry our ideas ſtill further, and imagine 
double the number of actes to be occupied in the iſland, and equally 
cultivated, it would then yield a profit of full two millions and a half 
yearly to our mother country; a grand proſpect this of future ma- 
turity, which offers a large ſphere for the exerciſe of 'patriotiſm ! 
To eſtabliſh wholeſome laws; to help and promote induſtry, com- 
merce, and trade; to adminiſter impartial juſtice; to reclaim uncul- 
tivated lands, and make them profitable ; is to ſtrengthen. a tate, 
more than can be by conqueſts ; ; it is, in ſhort, to acquire new coun- 
tries, and a new community of uſeful ſubje&s, without making any 
one perfon . miſerable, or ſhedding one drop of human bloed. The 
preſent ſituation and circumſtances of Jamaica afford opportunities of 
ſtrengthening and improving it, by various means (ſome whereof I 
have preſumed to ſuggeſt) and that, not — without making any one 

| miſerable, 
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ments of a mild and free government; by relieving from indigence and 
oppreſſion, and inviting ſtrangers to a comfortable means of ſubſiſt- 
ence for themſelves and their poſterity ; there is no doubt, but if this 
iſland was well inhabited, and its lands ſufficiently cultivated; it 
could not fail to reward the moſt liberal attention beſtowed upon i 


by becoming pane Mx more val die to Great ee chan A is at 


preſent. | 8 
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D DAVE NA NT, who proves clearly the encreaſed auh 110 
ſtrength of Great Britain ever fince ſhe entered into the ſpirit of co- 
lonization, obſerves, that the rental of the kingdom was, in the year 
1600, at ſix millions; and he ſuppoſes it to have advanced, at the 
time of the Revolution, fourteen millions; making i in alt twenty mil- 
lions. At the time of the Revolution the price of land had rifen from 
ten to eighteen years purchace. It is generally allowed, that the 
rental has doubled fince that period. Setting it therefore now at forty 
millions, and the average price of land at thirty years purchace, the 
landed property of the kingdom is now to be eſtimated at twelve hun- 
dred millions; that is to ſay, twenty times the value it bore at the 
beginning of the laft century; and the general ſtock of the kingdom, 
in money, ſhipping, plate, jewels, horſes, furniture, and all 'other rate- 


able things, has encreaſed from ſeventeen to perhaps eighty-five mil 


lions. It ſeems indeed allowed on all hands, that, fince our planta- 
tions firſt became thriving and profitable, the national opulence has 
every way augmented. In the number of its inhabitants it was com- 
puted to have gained about nine hundred thouſand, from the year 
1660 to 1688, notwithſtanding tbe drain which had been recently 
made by all the colonies, moſt of them then in their infant ſtate, as 
well as by bloody wars, and devaſtation of the plague. At the Revo. 
lution the imports from the plantations were ftated at abour - 750,000. 
the exports at 3 50,000/. ; and the difference, of 600,000 /., was thought 
to be the national gain. If the flouriſhing condition of the mother 
country is therefore to be traced by the effects which her plantation 
trade has produced, we may claim no ſmall ſhare of the merit for the 
land of F the exports to, and imports from which, are now 


more 
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more than equal to what the whole value of the nenden tape wa 
at the time of the Revolution; and which, at that time, was ſuppoſed 
by che ableſt judges, to have principally aygmented the wealth of the 
kingdom, kept the balance of trade with foreign ſtates on its ſide, and 
enabled ĩt to, ſuſtain one of the longeſt and moſt- expenſive wars in 
Which. it had ever been engaged. The merchants, at that period, re- 
;prefented, that, upon a juſt medium, the labour of one hundred Ne- 
groes in our American (or rather Weſt-Indian) dominions drew 1600/. 
per annum profit to the nation; from which argument, if we ſhould 
apply ãt to the preſent labouring Negroes in Jamaica, the annual pro- 
fit would riſe to a larger ſum than I dare mention; for, at the moſt 
moderate average, the gain upon that iſland, within the courſe of the 
preſent century, would be found to exceed one hundred and fifty 
millions. But if we reſtrict the computation merely to thoſe Negroes 
who are employed on the ſugar eſtates, the amount is 1, 680, ooo /. 
ber annum, which is not ſo wide of the probable truth. The remarks 
of the ſame period, reſpecting the Engliſh ſubjects reſident in the colo- 
nies, are however leſs exceptionable, Whatever their number may be, 
it was juſtly ſaid, that the nation need not complain of wanting them, 
becauſe the ſuperlucration of the ſame number, over and above furniſh- 
ing them with neceſſaries of life, food, and rayment, could not in any 
other way be ſo beneficial ; ſince, if every one of theſe, ſituated as 
they are, in a fertile ſoil, productive of various commodities, finds em- 
ployment for fix other perſons; then it follows, that one ſuch man 
there is as profitable as ſeven would be in England. It has been ſup- 
poſed a reaſonable profit for the ſubjects of a trading nation to bring 
in to the public (one with another) ſeven ſhillings gain per head, over 
.and above their ſubſiſtance; but I think it demonſtrable, that the in- 
habitants of Jamaica, taken collectively (Whites and Negroes) gain an 
annual elear ſum to this kingdom of ſix pounds per head; ſo that one 
ſubject in this colony gains to the nation as much as ſeventeen ſub- 
Jeb refident in the mother country, one with another, have been 
ſuppoſed to acquire for it. 
Formerly it was computed that about 1800 perſons annually went to 

the Weſt Indies from this kingdom; that about 500 foreigners annually 
came to ſettle in England; and that the Weſt Indies ſent back annu- 


ally about 300 perſons of their offspring; with this difference, 1 
the 
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the parents went out poor, the children came home rich; this made a 

balance of one thouſand yearly againſt England; but, however the 

caſe might be formerly, I am apt to believe; that few more go out 

annually, than come home at this time. The white inhabitants 
at Jamaica are, probably, rather on the decreaſe, from various cauſes ;. 

yet the increaſe by marriages there bears equal proportion: to the claſs 
of middling families in England; and if marriages were in proportion 
as frequent there as at home, their ſtock of native inhabitants might 
advance without foreign ſupplies; provided they. were not in ſuch. 
affluent: circumſtances as to prefer a reſidence in Britain to their: 
native ſpot. But of the children born.there, and who ſurvive the dan- 
gerous ſtate of infancy, three in four are ſent to Britain for educa- 
tion, and probably not two of the three, at an average, return to a: 
permanent refidence in Jamaica. One chief reaſon to be aſſigned for 
this is, that few. planters chuſe to parcel out their plantation among 
their children, as is done in the Northern colonies, becauſe theſe pro- 
perties are not eaſily ſeverable; and therefore are tranſmitted whole 
and undivided to one child, to preſerve them in the family; but they. 
are burthened with annuities, or fortunes, payable to the other chil- 
dren, generally ſufficient to maintain them in England: the latter 
therefore, taking no ſhare in the management of the patrimony, have 
the leſs inducement to a colony reſidence. Since the Northern pro- 
vinces became populous, many perſons quit them, with a view to mend 
their affairs in. the Weſt India iſlands ; and this tends to leſſen the 
drain from Europe. The foreign colonies around ſupply ſome; the 
demand for indented Britiſh ſervants is now almoſt diſcontinued; ſo 
that, all: theſe circumſtances conſidered, I may venture to think, that 
the export of people from the kingdom is at preſent nearly balanced by 
the import. It has been a queſtion. in political ſpeculation, whether 
Great Britain can afford to maintain more than a certain number of 
inhabitants; and whether ſhe does not at. preſent. exceed that certain 
number? In proof of the affirmative opinion is alledged the great mul- 
titude of{upernumeraries, who are ſubſiſted by alms and the poor's rate, 
or that emigrate into foreign ſervice; ſoldiers, ſeamen, ſhipwrights, ar- 
tiſts, pedlars, &c.; not to ſpeak of many hundreds, whoſe neceſſities 

drive them to commit ſame. violence, for which they are either put. 
to. death, or baniſhed out of the realm. The opinion. is plauſible; . 


2. there 
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chere is even much reaſon to ſuppoſe it founded on truth; an that 


very happy cffeds might reſult, could; the honeſter part of theſe ſu- 
pernumeraries be ſent into colony employment. One cauſe why 
numbers do not take refuge there, who may be well inclined, is the 
expence-of the paſſage. How many would gladly traverſe the Atlan- 
tic for bread, if they might do ſo at no greater expence than the fare 
from Dover to France or Holland! This bar to the emigration of ſu- 
perfluous people towards the Weſt India iſlands, the government of 
France has ſet aſide, by the regulation already noticed in the courſe of 
this work; and it well deſerves the attention of our Britiſh legiſlature, 
whether a ſimilar regulation be not admiſſible among us, confiſtently 
with the freedom of our conſtitution; nothing can be more recon- 
cileable to ſound policy, than that whoever leaves the kingdom to fix 
himſelf in ſome other country, ſhould be engaged to ſettle where he 
may continue to benefit it. The migrations, to our Northern colonies 
inereaſe the numbers of a people who. are rivaling Britain; whereas, 
every man who ſettles in our Weſt India iſlands adds, while he 
lives, much/more to the wealth and advantage of the mother country, 
than he might have done if he had remained in it. People, who are 
indigent here, will go in queſt of ſubſiſtence elſewhere; and we muſt 
be ſenſible, that by providing proper colonies for theſe people to reſort 
to / and facilitating the means of their conveyance into them, their in- 
duſtry (though not their perſons) is ſtill preſerved to Britain. By the 
increaſe of trade, which their labours abtoad produce at home, the 
number of our neceſſitous people here is greatly leſſened; larger quan- 
tities of our manufactures and commodities are wanted, than are requi- 
ſite for thoſe plantations: to ſupply theſe, numbers muſt be ſet to 
work, who before were either idle, ſubſiſted on the poorẽ's rate, or that 
took methods of ſubſiſting injurious to the public and to themſel ves: 
inſtead of looking upon ſuch people as loſt, we ought to conſider them 
as preſerved to this Kingdom; which, but for our colonies, they 
would not have been. Further, this mode of viſiting our diſtant 
territories is ſo far from thinning the mother country of inhabitants, 
that it is a principal means of making it. populous, by generating ſuch 
a variety of methods for the commodious ſubſiſtence by labour and 
induſtry, as (before we had theſe plantations) were utterly unknown 


to ue but which are continually multiplying, in proportion as our 
commerce 
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| Eitilibedbs With theſe" colotics prdwe mote important. The ſupport 
given by the commerce of theſe colonies more people in, and 
attracts more people to Britain, than' otherwiſe we ſhould: have, or in- 
deed without theſe helps Cola be able to maintain. It is obvious, 
that if Britzin' ſhould, by etnigrations, or other cauſes, come to fall 
ſhort'ok its dur complement of working hands, ſuch a deficiency muſt 
immediately raiſe the ptite of work and wages 
and this would; by natural conſequence; draw. a quick ſupply of fo- 
reign recruits tro the neighbouring continent, who would: continue 
their influx until the full complement was reſtored, ' Jamaica is in 
want of people; the kingdom would be confiderably benefited by en- 
couriging” the population of it; arid) therefore ought to promote it by 
every favourable and prudent meaſure. If poor and induſtrious per- 
ſons were ſufficiently encouraged” to ſettle in the interior. parts of ĩt, 
neceffity would oblige them to go upon the cultivation of cacao, gin- 
ger, sloes, colfee, pirnento, and other articles, which require no great 
labour, are not burthenſome in the carriage, and which have all a 
ſufficient: demand at home, to recompenſe thoſe who do not look for 
vaſt and ſudden fortunes. By degrees, and with good management, 
tbey would f | 
we are at preſent rather defeCtive; the careful would grow tolerably 
rich, and confiderable works of many valuable commodities, as cacao, 
cochineal, and indigo, might be attemipted with fmall- capitals. So 
that, whilſt the great ſtocks, and the lands moſt convenient to navi- 
gation,” are employed in ſugars,” the ſmall capitals, and more inland 
parts, might be dedicated to the humbler, thank not leſs uſeful, com- 
modities. There is little doubt, but the cochineal might be ſucceſs- 
por. managed in this iſland, where it is already in the greateſt abund- 
Fbe articles of cotton, coffee, and cacao, require a more vigo- 
ade and, to extend them, nothing 1 is wanted but proper en- 
couragements from: legiſlature, and an increaſe of inhabitants. Sugar 


Britain, ſufficient in quantity to-anſwer her own conſumption; of the 
other articles; ſhe is obliged to purchaſe largely from foreigners. The 
article of - cochineal has been eſtimated at 100,000/. yearly. As for 
cotton, ſhe depends chiefly upon the Levant trade. The importation 
of coffee from the Levant and Eaft Indies muſt be very conſiderable, 
Vol. I. Uuun | ſince 


all over the kingdom; 


in the culture of many of thoſe artieles, in which 


and rum are the only commodities of our iſlands that come into Great 
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ſinos one of che a ſhips only bas been knn tg hring home 
e What binders us from being as, induſtrious as 
the French, whoſg iſlands 9. 45d to produce above ten million pounds 
weight of coffee annually? .yo. ſmall part whereof they export to the 
Levant, from Whence. it is not improbable, but we. import much of it 
under the ;title, of Turi chte: which, being far fetched, is forithat 
reaſon: eſigemod much. above. ity, real merit; fax it is well known, that 
out Jamaiga;Qoffee, when well cured, and af dus age; is equally good 
as any that is brought fron; the French! iſlands. Nothing, in ſhort, 
tends more th bring any eommodity of his Rind to as great, perfection 
a6 it is bapahle bf, d this: making it an eſtabliſned article in regular 
demand uf trade Fh importation: of ſoreign coffee and cotton has 
been a very great diſcauragtment to our own iſlands, by making the 
demand ſo irregular aid uncertain, as to caſt a damp on the ſettlers 
adventuring upon them. Coffee was never eultiyated to ſuch height 
2 it it atiprefent/in' ;Jamdicas; this/is bwingto/the remiſſion of one 
ſhilling» pe pound imland duty, arid to the war ſubſiſting between the 
TurkscaridriRuffinhs, which! for a long time gave arterruption/ to the 
Levant4rade: oj dear, chat if trat Britain was: wholly ſupplied 
from her on iſlands with theſe articles, ſach an excluſion of foreign 
266ds_ivould coHũuoe very highly to her advantage; and to their im- 
provements ſor ini this event, ſhe would pay for them entirtly with 
het ma uſactures io: that, inſtead of coffeg and. cotton, her Eaſt India 
aud Levant trade colild be obligeũ tb take other commoditics, leſs de- 
trimental ini their conſequence” and probably: the balance of the Ee- 
vant tiade would be greatly enhanced in our favour, aud paid in 
money; and'if it be true, that Martinico coffee is brought in upon us 
by way of the Levant, this prohibitiom muſt prove à check to the 
Fteneh growth, and a proportional nouriſhment of our own. ! Choco- 
late is like wiſe another very great article of Britiſh - conſumption, 
which Jamaica might be brought to yield in ſufficient quantity; for 
while the Spaniards were in poſſeſſion of that iſland, it contained their 
fineſt and principal cacao walks. It is ſuppoſed, that Britain purchaſes 
in theſe articles of foreigners to the amount at leaſt of 2 50, oo0 l. an- 
nually, which, added to the article of cochineal, eue wee. Ls and 
pays moſt part of this ſum, if not the whole, in ſpecie, for thoſe very 
ee which her'own Weſt India territory” might _ be 
6 ; made 
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made. to yield, ber, 0 e lor her, manufaRures; that is tg oy. 
for the labour of n preſent unęmplqu ed page . n 
being e el} known in Kir eg a, 11 proyifions only, are 
190 A 1 5 culture, - The. firſt leading 1 0 iy e increaſe of 
Peter 1 8 a Ta cours ent of theſe articles in the 
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tion and, maritirtie power. hat a wide. difference then is there be- 
teen e to our orthern col onies, which produce nothi ing 

but ciyalsy 900 ip our Southern, ones, which either yield, or are ca- 
pable of yielding, the ſame, commodities which we. at 1555 purchaſe 

V 
ſavedi to th emen by gur entering 0h largely into cultivation of the 
ſugar cane! Before our Weſt India iflands were kttled,. we paid to 
the: Portuguele | from 41. to 30. per. hundred weigbt for muſcovado 


trades f lee but. 1 Wire Hang to. foreign navi 


ſugars, x no, better in quality than what, are now 1060 or 305. to 35 f. 


2 15 if we but conlider. the difference j1 in the value 100 money. now, an 


and 
A in i return. Our r e NI the demand Ai ſpi pices, 
which are only. to be Rad of the Dutch at their own rates. Ging er is 
chiefly exported, though a Confiderable quantity is conſumed at how: 
Logwaod, fuſtic, and indigo, &c. are abſolutely ; neceſſary in 
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80 'thit, by having theſe plantations, we not Run IO hs Wis 
formerly paid for theſe eoutinoaliits to foreignets; but we are fiow ſo 
copiouſly ſupplied with ſome of them, as to be able to diſpoſe df our 
overplus to other nations; and our manuſactureri, by proctring them 
fo müch cheaper than formerly, are ehabled to vetid "labrics 
cheaper, which cahnot fail of aiding; the ſale” of them at diſtant i 
kets, at Which there is" any competition, between us and other nn 
faRturing fates. The reaſons then Which firſt prompted us to go 
largely upon ſugat, and which have been ſo evidently juſtified by the 
' happieſt fruits in our trade and commerce, the ſame reaſons ſhould im- 
pel 45 to ENS. as extenſively as pbffible with the culture of all the 
othet Weſt India commodities, and refuſe no encouragement or provi- 
ſion, whatever conducive to this great end; by which the nation can- 
not fail, in the nature of things, to ſave very large annual ſums, now 
Plaid to foreigners ; and gain a:thouſand other concomitant advantages. 
The ſubſequent part of this work will open a wide ſcope of miterials, 
wherevri to 9 the induſtry of ſettlers, if the effective population 
of the internal diſtricts of Jamaica ſhould ever come to be conſidered 
With that ſeriouſneſs, and promoted with that ſpirit, which it well 
deſerves. That t'vug ht to be attended to, as a matter of utmoſt im- 
wtance, Will, 1 wiv appear from what has already been offeted, as 
ell as by A coitipatarive examination of the rapid advances beyond 
us, ith the French Weſt India fittlements are making. By a cal- 
culation taken in the year 1749, the exported produce of Hiſpaniola 
alone was 1, 200, 000 l.; but there is good reaſon to believe, that it 
was much under - rated. Hiſpaniola i is ſaid to produce more than all 
the Britiſh iflands; if ſo, the amount is to be reckoned above 2,000,000}. 
Guadaloupe, we know, was, in à year ſubject to the loſſes of war, and 
excluſive of its exports to North America, worth to Britain 600,000/. 
We cannot eſtimate the whole produce therefore of that colony at leſs 
than 700,000 J. If we ſuppoſe Martinico equal, and the ſmaller iſlands 
and ſettlements altogether at half the fu, then, eee of 


their produce will be found, ITS. | . 
- Hiſpaniola, about — es IRS 2,250,000 


h and the other iſlands and ſettlements, | 5 1,050,000 


L. 4,000,000 
Some 
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Some writers haye eſtimated the whole of their ſugar annually pro- 
duced, at 180, 0 hhds. But in 1742 it was proved, that they pro- 
dured 122, f of 121b; weight each; and at that period exceeded the 
Britiſh by 45;5 58 hbds. Now as our iſlands have more than doubled 
their produpe fince that time, we cannot ſuppoſe that the French ſet· 
tlements; which are ſo much better peopled; have done leis; and there- 
ſote their annual produce of ſugar may no be about 208, ooo bhds, 

of 15 lb. weight per hundred, which probably exceeds the Britiſh ſet- 
tlements about 60,000 hhde. To this. we muſt add the amount of 
their other: products, not as yet. largely cultivated. in the [Britiſh 


ilands, fach: as cacao, e . Wy Of theſes: | HR Ten this 
following. eſtimate: . MIO £7 {4559 Ri id * N. fo 1; «| . 
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Coſſee, 9,4, lb. Mt. at the bee wee price, 1 8 T 

fort ffs 4 Eee W eee, tes 
Cacao, 176,000 lb. T4; ditto, ., 1 4:40 & ' 2.414721 34442 . 25 O00, 
age, 549 8, Halb. dito, 5% 2, 3 $84,990 
Anotto, 200,000\lb;. :: Bann hay dito, n 139. 4d. 33,000 


Sugar, 208, 000 bhds. at 14.1, 5 5. ſterl. per hhd. Ir] bes 
To be, we muſt add, their melaſſes, cotton, woods, dyes, 
various drugs obtained from their ſettlement at Gare 

r on the. c beſides bullion and coin Ac» 
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-* whom the ey gt a very large trade, particularly at 
_.  Hiſpaniola; for all which, it cannot et gt 1 
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About de yidiy 5 1720, 50 cod weh Wader, "ie Fresch deen ds 
make ſome figure at foreign markets with the produce of Hiſoaniola: g 
this was ſixty-five years after Jamaica came into our poſſeflion. If 
we mark the progreſs they have fince made; and draw a fair compari- 
ſon, it will appear, that, although we had the ſtart of them for ſo long 
a ſpace, yet they have gone far beyond us in the cultivation of their 


bi The Frags duds paid heir loies by the newral ders i 1763 were a ho. ; 
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lands, and the quantity hf ſugurcthey export. In proof / of this, about 
the year 1407 they had not more than one huhdred fail of merchant- 
ſhips employed in the hole trade to their oolomies 1 but in the year 
Agathe humber ws inctenſed ta Go, This ig. not Wing to 
gteater {kill in planting, or more induſtry z but to the bapphmeafures 
of their governimmtb ll pour families ãn want of land, are not only 
: provide@with=ity but likewiſe with mattrials>for- clearing ard aulti- 
vating it : and even with inoneys if they tand in need of it z and their 
taxes ure remitted. At the ſame time} thelgevermmeht hab a proper 
pledge in its hands for the fuss. induſtryꝶi who i made debtor to 
the crown for thb value of all «the ibceffaty ſupplies, andi mòney, he 
receives at his firſt outſet. After a certain con venientu time, he ac- 
counts with che intendant of the bolony,/ and pays every gearefrom' that 
time a certain reaſonable proparticn of his produce, until the whole 
debt is diſcharged: ſo that che Hattillies, thus raſſed from poverty to 
opulente, cannot fail of Poſſeſſiug the ſame gratitude and attachment 
for the govern du, that any individual muſt fel bop bis .beſt®bene- 
factor: what an bxcellent means is this lof ſecuring their loyalty, by 
founding it on Me princl dples sf love und gratitude! Their gövernment 
is a merciful editor wat will neter diftreſr ke, which would be 
repugnant to the end propoſed” they are_thertfbte” nit Harraſſed and 
ruined, as nan 6f our Ferrlets' babe been, by the {evelity of actions 


for debt. Itf drt, the prbdigioils intfeale of. ele War Tadia traffic, 
within, a few” year, rds Bet inconxeſtable proof, th en- 


well contrived to render them popalons and: 3 . 4 

Ihe whole produce of the Britiſh iſlands has been rated, as I have 
already obſerved, by ſome, authors, at. a, Bias but it i probably 
unden the truth. „According to them,;the.whol e: quantity of ſugars 
wadle in dhe fr: iſlands of Jamaica, Barbadoes, - Antigua, St, Chriſto- 
| pher's, Nevis, and Montſerrat, is 496, 781,bbds.; whereas the medium 
import from them into Great Britain is 120, hhds.. without taking 
into account hat they conſume. within themſelves, and ſhip to North 
America. The addition of the new ceded: iſlands makes, the the wholc 
importation, commiunibus « amis little ſhort of of 1 e hhds. 
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The home conſumption [5] was eſtimated, in 1742 at no more than 

365 714 bogſheads. It has therefore increaſed ſince that period (if the 
preceding calculation, be right) about ſeventy; thouſand bogſheads. . 
This is a prodigious augmentation; and is, pretty July: Lien: a 
huted tothe low prices of teas for ſome ears paſt. 
In 1 zo che gonſumpꝑtion of tea was only 80d, ooo lb. end how it is : 
4, 40o, ocolb. or perbaps 5.000, ooo lb. per emen, as it is notorious 
that very large quantities are every year ſmuggled into the Kingdom: 
now this. at 45. fer Ib. medium, amounts to 1, oo, ooo. which may 
be. ſuppoſed to oonſume near ninety thouſand hogſheads of muſcoyado. 
The proportion Has been calculated at abont 305. tea to 205, Lugar. 
But 88 it is impofüible to.diftinguiſh the exaR proportion, of refined, to 
muſcovado conſumed in this way, and as the prices of tea are ſo va- 


done h can only treat this aße matter of wocheftun. We know 
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Taking che 2 k "Y the exports 3 in theſe » years, they amount to abbut one-ſeventh'of the i imports, - 
whereas the exports of 1764 amount to one-fifth, which ſhews that the exports were then increaſed, 
though not-in proportion to what a ſpeculative writer might expect; but the reaſon is obvious: the 
home conſumption was amazingly increaſed, and therefore left the leſs for export; and the home 
conſumption acquired this iricreaſe, either by the ability of the French to ſupply foreign markets at 
lower prices, and in general with ſugars of 4 ſuperiorquality or, by the increaſed wealth and Civie - 
lization of the pepple of al-ranks at home. 
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Pilkrence, „ 8 in favour of France 
but both are probably end. 
The comparative advantages, b che French planters enjoy, 
conſiſt in general in the freſhnels, and greater natural fertility of their 
| Lads 3" che greater cheapne of their'eldathing;” and ſome \ Area 
eſlaries; the lower wages,” and therefore euper maintenance, of 
white ſervants ; the free certain vent of their! melaſſes to the North 
Ameritaub; and che lowneſs of their taxes To balance theſe, the 
Britiſh planters aro thouglit ſuperior to chem in the conſtant ſupply, 
and 10er price, af Negroes; and a lower freight; bat 1 much 
queſtion, if we ean juſkly claim the advantage over: theti in either. 
It is pretty certtin, that they are able to purchaſe flaves upon the 
Coaſt at as reaſonable a price as we can; and probably for leſs'; as their 
brandies and trinkets coſt them much lels than the ſpirits and wares 
we export for the like purpoſe; it is Alſo certain, that, by great miſ- 
management among our Africa thier] the price of is now, 
raiſed upon our planters to double what it 'was about fifteen years 
ago. They are now ſold at the moſt enormous rates; and the price 
of freight, as well as every ſort of plantation ſupplies, have conſider- 
ably, riſen fince' the Lite war. On the other hand, it is [ot advantage 
to us to diſtil our melaſles ;. this, it is true, is hut à ſmall one; yet, as 
far as I can judge, it ſeems almoſt the only one we have, and that in 
th 1 £7 the French are ſufferers, by not being allowed to manu- 
ature their melaſſes into ſpirit : in regard to the national bencfits 
gained by this trade, they ſeem at the firſt view to be on the fide of 
France; for, if there be any truth in the max m, that whatever a na- 
tion exports to foreigners, of her eolony products, over and above ſa- 
tisfy ing her own conſumption, is elear gain to that nation) France, 
Wee f : upon 
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ne this principle, would appear to profit infinitely more in propor- 
tion than we do, But, Doctor Campbell, has urged many ſenſible | 
reaſons to prove che contrary. Wi'i formerly, ſays he, (that is, in the 

reign; of Charles the Second) conſumed about a thouſand hogſheads of 
ſugar a year, and epotted above twice that quantity. At the cloſe 
of che laſt "century vue con ſumed, about twenty thouſand hogſheads, 
and exported. a about as much. We now þJ\conſume about fourſcore 
thouſand hogſhtads, and, except in time of war, export but very lit - 
tle. On the other hand, the French make a great deal of ſugar, their 
conſumption is imall, and, of courſe, they export a great deal in time 
of peace. But does it fallow, becauſe .w6,, conſume eighty thouſand 
bogſheads, of ſugar, and conſequently; import ſomembat more, we gain 
ſo much leſs hy it now chan when we imported but half the quantity ? 
No certainly ; we pay for the ſugar now as we did then, that is, we 
pay ſox it in our commodities, manufactures, &c. therefore it is twice 
as beneficial to us now as; it was then; and if we conſume it, this is 
owing to the increaſe of out induſtry, that is, of our affluence. If 
the wealth of France wWas as great, or as generally diffuſed, that is, if 


the mals of their people Went thoroughly employed, and thereby AS 


9 they n then of e er much more, and export 1 
Upon theſe grounds he endeavours to prove, that the inhabi- 
— Great Britain, by their conſumption of eighty thouſand hog- 
ſheads of ſugar, inficad of one thouſand; appear to have grown richer, 


and conſequently, our commerce much enlarged; and, conſidering 
bow, very great a ſhare. of this augmented wealth hath ariſen from 


our Weſt Indian territories, we haye here a convincing and concluſive 
demonſfration of the benefits we bave derived from them, as alſo the 
cleareſt evidence that can be defired of our bolding in them the moſt 
ſolid reſources for the maintenance and extenſion of our trade, and, of 
courſe, the preſery ation and increment of all thoſe. benefits that appa- 
rently attend. i it. 75 likewiſe ſhews, that, notwithſtanding France, in 
time of peace, exports ſuch great quantities of ſugar, yet as this vi- 
ſibly ariſes f from the ſmallneſs of her home conſumption, it muſt be 
deemed as an inconteſtable evidence, that ſhe has not, as a nation, 
drawn the ſame e from her commerce as we ba ve; but! is 
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now iti that very Hits don once were, when, though webrought ſmal- 
ler quantities of ſugar from bur colonies that we now do, we never- 
theleſs exported to foreign ebuntries much greater quantities of that 
commodity than at preſent, Hence an argument is drawn, to enforce 
the propriety « of employing more ſugar lands, in order way ſuch an 

| ccelfkun Great 'Britalu' my; in proceſs of time, import ſo great a 
quantity of ſugar as to ſaturate” ber on bay gy and earry on 
Hkewiſe an extenſive export to foreign counties. This probably can- 
not happen, until the Kees u lugt by the vaſt quantity poured in 
upon our market, becomes fomewhat c than at preſent. What 
feems to confirm the reaſdning, in reſpect to the French exports, is, 
that, as far as I can learn, there is not any thatttial difference between 
the price of this atticle in France and in Great Britain [y]; which 
ſhews, that (cceeteris puribur ) we might even now meet them at fo- 
reign markets on nearly equal terms, But if we had ſuch an over- 
ſtock as that we could afford to underſell them; there is no queſtion 
but we might ſoon find means of beating them from the markets, to 
which they have ſo long reſorted, and cauſe a very ſignal deelenfion 
of their trade. It is this reduction of price which many planters 
dread ; but in truth It is a chimetical fear, fo long as ve can command 
an export, and thus force the regular and mceffant confumption-of all 
that is brought home, ſo that none may lie upon hand for this, in 
ſome meafure, will make amends for a reduced price; becauſe ſugar, 
from the quickneſs and certainty of its vent, will then have the ad- 
vantages incident to ready money; and indeed it ought never to lin- 
Ber, as it is of ſo periſhable à nature, and as the'platiter's exigencies 
require a prompt payment, without which his bufineſs mult ſoon fall 
iato a languiſhing ſtate. The e edichcy 'of cultivatirig more fugar 
land, as it was bee che beſt reaſon for ſetrling the n newly 11 
iſlands, ſo it is equal] ſtrong 1 in favour of opening, and bringing ins 
culture, the hitherto | ormant receffes' of Jamaica. In the — 
of this extenſive plan, the only thing to be Juſtly apprehended i is the 
impoſition of new duties upon this commodity. The .confumption mult 
become leſs in Great Britain, and other parts of Europe, pe, in Propor- 
tion as the duties are accumulated” upon it; "kherefare every bew t fax 
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muſt prove a diſcouragement to the planters z for as. the conſumption 
of ſugar in Great Britain and Ireland has always been greater or leſs, 
according as it was fold cheap or dear, it follows, that, admitting the 
popular opinion, the conſumer pays the duty, to be true, the 
| heavier the duties are, the higher muſt be the price, and conſequently 
the comſumption be diminiſhed, by its being reſtricted to a ſmaller 
number of perſons ; this argument then, chich many politicians have 
ever in their mouths, to juſtify new taxations upon ſugar, and to 
prove them inofſenſive to the planter, by their falling wholly upon 
the conſumers, proves the very reverſe of what they contend for, 
and remarkably ſo in this inſtance; becauſe it is well known, that 
the very pooreſt | ſubjeRs in this kingdom are conſumers of it, as 
well as. the richeſt which they could not be, or at leaſt of not one 
half the uſual quantity, if, by the accumulation of new duties, it 
ſhould be rendered too dear for them. Beſides, the higher the duties 
and other charges levied on it in Great. Britain are, the leſs able is 
the Britiſh; merchant to export 4 redundancy, (becauſe the F rench 
and other foreigners will afford to ſell it at a cheaper rate; and 
if, ta help it out of the kingdom, a drawback be granted on the ex- 
portation, then, as the quantity to be diſpoſed of this way will pro- 
bably be large, what is gathered in the new duty, may be all ex- 
bauſted: again by the drawback ; ſo that government would become 
no gainet by the meaſure, and many of the poorer families in the 
two kingdoms be nevertheleſs diſtreſſed unneceſſarily for want of ſo 
comfortable an article; without which even the fruits of this country 
become unpalatable to the meaneſt perſons; for it has been remarked, 
that a plentiful crop of apples greatly increaſes the conſumption of 
ſugar y]; and this fruit, particularly in the Weſtern counties, fur- 
niſhes no inconſiderable art wy of. the aliment and drink of the 
common people. a It 

It may be ſuppoſed poſſible, that the quantity, at 1 period here- 
after, imported, may be ſo enormous; as that it can neither be ſpent 
at home, nor gain a vent by exportation abroad; and that a glut 
muſt in that event inevitably enſue, which would cauſe this com- 
maodity to ſubſide to a very low price. Any very ſignal reduction 


9 dolls by ſome at eight thouſand hogſheads, 4 
8 + + + wth * OR 


_ planter would gain barely « 61. per cent. on his eapital, which 


' nual/ gainers. Something 
their maintenance, to repair 


*. IA Heiden! 

66] Hou loch arauſs,/ might be attended with roinous effects | to 
the . I, for example, it ſhonld/ fall to 21 6. per our. the 
Wh 


to what he pays in Jamaica for intereſt of money borrow 


could not, therefore, in ſuch a ſituation, [afford to borrowiat all, becauſe 


he would hazard mach, to gain nothing; and be would be unable to 
pay off any of the Priveipel <f his debt, fuppoſing it to be large, or 
to lay out any thing in improvements. At 28 „ he would gain only 


8 /. pet cent. which may be reckoned a ſaving profit ; but ſhould: it 
ever fall, and continue for ſome time, much below this rate, the 


Planters will do well ts turn their hands to ſome” other oochpation. 


For, if we conſider how large their capitals neceſſarily are q how very 
expenſive and precarious their buſineſs ; and their nett income, on an 


average of years, how 'propottionably ſmall ;.it would ſeem-that they 


ought even now to practiſe ſtrift''axconomy, in order to be clear an- 
ought furely to be allowed, over and above 
r''thofe joſſes which ſo frequently occur, 
and to proſecute improvements 3 a ſpirit fog wbich is politically and 
eſſentially requiſite to be eneouraged, and ſupported in all pur ſugar 
colonies. Few would ineline to perſiſt in a trade which conſtantly 


_ them in debt. I have known ſome kurse planters'in this 


welt with malt e are Wade fo 3 as wa che Ne- 
ference in general 'confumption, their rum muſt be ſold at any rate, 


to reimburſe the charges; after paying of which, there have been 


ſeveral inſtances, where the proceeds of the ſale did not entirely ac- 
quit the charges; and conſequently the ſhippers would have ſaved 
ſome expence, and a great deal of labour, if they had given their 
melaſſes and cane liquor to their hogs, inſtead of diſtilting them. A 
glut of ſugars at the Britiſh market, is certainly poſſible at leaſt; 

for ſince France has ſo vaſtly improved her colonies, there has been 
more ſugar made in ſome favourable years, than all Europe conld 
conſume ; which was particularly the reaſon of the low price of 
ſugars, between the years 1728 and 1735. It is true, that the price 
has been on the advance ſince that period, and this has been owing 


to 
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to nothing dle than the prodigious improvements made of late years 

in the general commeree of Europe, particularly inland navigation, 

not to ſpeak of the great ſtrides made during this ſpace in North 
America; ſo that, the inhabitants every where becoming richer, and 

more communicative with one another, the conſumption of ſugar 

has been extended among many thouſands, perhaps millions, who 
before were equally unable either to procure, or to pay for it; and 
it is well known that, fince the late war, the conſumption of it in 
North America has been double what it uſed to be: we may re- 
mark the like of Great Britain, where it is ſo generally in uſe, and 
chiefly by the affiſtance of 55 that even the poor wretches living 
in alms-houſes will not be without it. I do not take upon me to 

defend this claſs of people from the charge, which ſome writers have 
brought, againſt their paſſion for ſipping tea; which is repreſented 

as à moſt enervating liquor; but J incline to believe, that the abuſe - 
of it only is noxious; and that the fort of tea in which the com- 
mon people indulge, is the leaſt unwholeſome of any; and further, that 
of the two, this liquor is, beyond oompariſion, much more innocent 
to their healths than gin, and the other. fiery. ſpirits retailed to the 
vulgar; it is leſs | injurious for them. to. drink. tea than drams, which 
is, in effect, no more than ſaying, that an aqueous. beverage is whole- 
ſomer than a liquid, fire 3 and that ſugar is a moſt ſalutary ingredient, : 
we can entertain no doubt, after the ſtamp, of approbation which it 
has received. from. Doctor M. Bride, and other learned men of the 
faculty, and | in particular the former, who proves its virtue in cor- 

recting the ill effeets ae a liberal uſe of animal food is apt to 
produce. 
But to return: ſo long « as the trade of - this kingdom continues to 
flouriſh, we need not fear that the. conſumption will be leſſened; yet 
there may be a point imagined, beyond which it may not be able to 
advance. If, for example, by the vigorous, induſtry of the ſettlers in 
the newly ceded iſlands, together with the unrelaxed endeavours of 
thoſe in our older colonies, the whole importation in the courſe f 
ſome few years ſhould be raiſed to 200,000 bhds. an event that will 
probably happen- before the expiration | of the next ten years, this will - 
cauſe a glut at the Britiſh market, and reduce the price one fourth, - 


or to about 26s, 3d. per -cwi. At this price, there is- reaſon to 
think 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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think that a great part of it would, before the next annual importa- 


tion came round, find conſumers at home, agrecably to the rule be- 
fore · mentioned, via. That by lowering the price of a thing univer- 


. ally coveted, there muſt be a great numbet of new purchaſers, and 
_ ithe old ones will conſume a much larger quantity of it. But how- 


ever increaſed: the conſumption. might be by this means, the planters 
would. not clear 14 J. per cem. on their capitals, over and above pay- 
ment of intereſt: this might prove a diſcouragement, more eſpecially 
to the ceded iſflands, which are ſettling upon borrowed money; and 
in ſuch an event, no ſmall quantity might remain a long time in ware- 
| houſes, - as the demand or ſale through the year would be gradual 
only; but if, on the other hand, we ſuppoſe that, by the natural cur- 
rent of commerce, the price would no ſooner fall by the large quanti- 
ty introduced into this kingdom, than the fluices' of exportation to 
foreign countries would be opened, we can ſet no other limits to the 
free vent of this article,” and the ſueceſsful progreſs of our ſugar 


Allands, than what will be connected with the ſtate of the foreign de- 


mand, and the inability bf the French and our other rivals in this 
branch to ſupply it fully, or upon equally cheap terms. The reſult 


| therefore maſt be left to time; to the proſperous or unproſperous fu- 


ture condition of this kingdom, as well as of France, and the other 
Rates of Europe; but even admitting the worſt to happen, and that, 
for want of an exportation, ſugars ſhould become a drug at the Britiſh 
market, and as unſaleable for a continuance as rum bath ſometimes 
been, Jamaica will not ſuffer ſo immediately. or ſeverely, as either the 
new iflands, or the other old ones; becauſe it is better eftabliſhed, and 


in proportion more diſencumbered. It has fewer inconveniencies, 


wants, and diſaſters, to ſtruggle with, than colonies juſt hatched; 

whoſe labourers are chiefly native Africans, unſeaſoned to the climate, 
and leſs able than the Creoles, to bear the toil of cutting down thick 
woods, and clearing freſh lands; or than the other old ones, whoſe 


-worn-out lands cannot bear a reduction of price, nor be ſupported un- 
der the conſtant heavy charges to which they are neceffarily liable. 


There is in Jamaica variety of other commodities befides ſugar, adapted 
to commerce; and there is room for many more, which, if cultivated, 
promiſe to reward thoſe who may make the experiment. If ever there- 
fore it could happen, that Great Britain ſhould become the ſole con- 

| ſumer 
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ſumer of ſugars imported from bur Iſlands, by her inability to find a 
vent for the fuperfluity at foreign markets, this event cannot happen 
without the deſolation of ſome 'of our: illands; and it is evident, thoſe 
will ſuffer moſt immediately, whoſe only dependance for ſupport is 
reſted on this ſtaple. Jamajcs will ſuffer laſt of all; for the reaſons 
already aſſigned, and becauſe it is not obliged to rely wholly on fo- 
reign ſupplies, having within itſelf a very large ſtock of materials, 
which if driven by neceflity to make proper uſe of, it would have no 
occaſion to buy. many articles it now imports, and more eſpecially ſe- 
veral of North American production. This ceconomy, Joined to a few. 
ſumptuary regulations in regard to certain other imports of luxuries, 
would effectually preſerve-it from ſinking with the reſt. An evil 
therefore of this ſpecies muſt, in reſpect td Jamaica, work its own re- 
medy ; for as it would, in the nature of things, outlive the ſmaller. 
ſettlements, ſo it might in the end be able to double its- products, by. 
attracting the decayed: planters from them. Since Barbadoes became 
leſs fertile, and conſequently: leſs gainful than formerly, many of the 
inhabitants reſorted to Jamaiea. The like occurrence would happen, 
ſhould the other iſles be deferted, . either by the wearing out of their 
lands, or the reduced quantity of their ſtaple, both which cauſes ope- 
rate to one and the fame eflect; and the quantity muſt there fink to 
nothing, whenever the price ſhall by any means fall ſo low, for ſome 
years ſueceſfively, as to make it unproſitable to the planter. This 
efſect invariably muſt happen in the Weſt Indies, if what has happen- 
ed there in time paſt, is a juſt: rule for directing our judgment upon 
future occurrences. This fate befel indigo, ginger, and coffee ſucceſ- 
fively in Jamaica; neither of which have yet. revived there to their 
former importance, notwithſtanding ſome favourable circumſtances. 
The planters in this iſland, when driven out of one commodity, whe- 

ther by. heavy taxes, or low prices, have always ſtruck. into ſome - 
other, Which they "imagined! might anſwer better. But the ruin of 
ſugar works is not ſo ſoon repaired, as, that of the ſmaller: articles. 


might be. The former require a large and coſtly apparatus, and great 


capitals; the latter articles are ſet on foot with infinitely Jeſs expence. 
To render ſugar an article of little profit to the ſmaller iſlands, is in 
effect to depopulate them; for they could advert: to no other commo- 
theres of value enough to make their abode in them preſerable to 
4 | their 
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their removh into a larger field. In fine, I may eomſort the people 
of Jamaica with this aſſurance, that if they are not criminally wanting 
to themſelves, they may always be able to gain by virtue, prudence, 
. and right economy; an 8 whatever their iſland tan pro- 
bably loſe,” under a diſcouraged branch of their trade; and that they 
have every reaſon to hope that any ſuch: A b would be to 
dear hg e 1 WE i 88 
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of: PID and FRY from nice 00 the port of London, Nba the 
year 1756 to 1772 inclafive, compared with the whole export from 
Jamaica for's an 1 amber ot {dag e ele to he * 


accounts;”: 27 „ i Hr irt 
Lear. ug. n Vea. | e 
1756 219 104,667 5 1730 20,625 „442 
1757 24,494 ear E tier 118,072 1,118 
1758 33,39 6,9 1738 23,% 8 1 
41,33 e «AT " 1799 19,2365 1,431 
0 44,588 5.910 » 1740»). 23990 14391. 
br 36,133 7,421 1741 25,718" 1,942 
2 34,126 5.9500 17 19,299 1,881 
43,659 5,166 17% 32,383 2,37 
41,813 * 1744 (235543 | 2,864 
36,51 8 9,35 1½% 255705 3˙ g 
39.49 8,913 1746 33,341 3. 
41,62 3,3660 1747 37,076 | 5,061 
4, 393 3,989 ae 38,92 5,04 
1769 43,91 9,762 1749 27,668 3.982 
177 39,0 8,43 1750 29,384 4.861 
1771 39,136 10,37 1751 27,8677 4,6% 
1772 * 45,889 232,483 1752 23,229 3994 


Nothing can better ſhew the improved Rate of this iſland than the 


above comparative table; by which it appears, that the general im- 
port from it into the port of London alone exceeds the whole of the 
general export in former years. The year 1744 was marked with a 
very ſevere hurricane; yet we find in the four ſucceeding years the 


produce was conſiderably increaſed, From 1769 to 1772 the ifland 
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was afflicted with a terrible and long: continued drought, which ac- 
counts for the diminution 3 in 1770 and 1771. | This obſervation ſeems 
to prove the common opinion, that moderate hurricanes are uſually 
followed. with, great crops; but droughts are the bane | of Weſt- India 
eſtates. The augmentation of produce appears to have taken a ſtart 
ſoon after the commencement of the laſt war; the ſucceſs his Majeſty's 
arms were bleſt with, introduced very confiderable ſums into the iſland, 
and enriched the merchants; who, by, this. means, became enabled to 
advance largely to the planters, and to afford long credit; whilſt the 
diſcouragements and difficulties, under wbich the French planters lay, 
* an e ou. to Spe. ingulcy of, the prone Panters 


ing compari: 10 | 
kel price magen price, * Loved price Loweſt price 


R 1 in 172 in 1761. in 1772. 
en 1200 % nr ee . „ 4. 
Maſcorado dagen, 2 8 ei 54 ? 3 9181 ider | 
Rum, — 5 3 een n zb n: „ 2 10, 
Coſſee, — 410 t 1 4 4 b 5 
Ginger (white), 2 0 488 282 a 2 210 
Cotton. eee eee 94 
Ginger (black), raiſed by being leſs cultivated, | wy 
Mahogany, . ww) 3: biitoc! c4; ns 4 8 3 
Fuſtick/,— 9 5 8 5 1 4 1 | 
Brazileto. n 613 8 6 
Logwood ee An * 7 3 15 


This naturally leads us to the remark, that in proportion as the arti- 
cles of our Weſt · India produce become more plentiful in Great Bri- 
tain, their prices muſt fall. The only thing to be feared is, their fall- 
ing too low; concerning which, I have fte expreſſed my ap- 
prehenſions. 1 1 . 
| "I" Wot PT, II. 
INLAND COMMERCE. 

What I have to ſay upon this head, will be compriſed in a very 
ſmall compaſs, on account of the connexion it has with money; which 
ſubje& I propoſe to treat at large, in the next ſection. As the planters 
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are the firſt cauſe of commerce in the iſland, fo money is the mediate 
agent for carrying it on. Some hive ſuppoſed 600,0007. currency to 
be the ſum required for enabling the planters to buy their annual 
iffand fupplies, aud farnifh the general circulation from them to the 
merchants and other confumers, and from theſe in revolution back 
again to the planters. But as credit has been found neecflary to, and 
is become a part of cotmmerce,. and as it may be allowed in general 
_ that nine months credit is given in this iſland, therefore one-fourth of 
the above ſam, or 150, 000 0. is u e a dus eireulation 
of money in the bufineſs of p The recruit of mules and 
ices worbt'tiacthy ed mire tha this ſum, but that the ne- 
goctating of paper from hand to hand, anſwers much the ſame pur- 
pofe as money, for moſt part ob the planter's tranſuctions; and as all, 
or moſt part of the money. in the iſland comes ultimately into the 
hands of ts and ſhopkeepers, and by them is lent out again, or 
paid for taxes, or purchaſe of neceflaries from the planters, that ſum 


might probably be ſufficient to pay the planter's inland contracts, and 


enable the merchant to make returns ſor his dealing with the planter. 
It is true, the ſtaple article ſugar does not paſs in payment, as. ſo much 
ready caſh; and the reaſon why it does not, bas by ſome been attri- 
buted to Its being kept up at too high prices, ſo as that it will not an- 
fwer the merchant's p as well as caſh. But as the merchants 
themſelves are the uu it is not to be fuppoſed that they 
always appreciate this article at a loſing rate. The eaſe, I believe, is, 
that our trade having greatly fallen off with the Spaniards, the mer- 
- chants do not import ſuch large quantities of goods as formerly from 
- Britain, and the influx of money into the iſland has almoſt Ropped. 
The average of Negroes they exported to the Spaniards, till within 
theſe few years, was about 2,500, which, at 450 round, /. 
produce!lt! ä⸗ãp — — 112, 500 
And as much more, at leaſt, might be allowed for money in- 

troduced by other merchandizes fold with them, 112, 500 


. 22 5,000 


Great part of this money was expended i in the purchaſe of produce, 
to load back the Guiney ſhips, and make returns to Great Britain, It 
is natural to o ſuppoſe, that after | fficient caſh was brought in by this 

6 means, 
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means, to/anfwer the ſum tequired for. vincalition; the remainder, or 
ſuperfluous money only, was exported from the inland ; fince the de- 
eline therefore of this trade, money may have grown ſcarce from theſe 
very obvious cauſes, er- PH ende ve to be in fuch 
nennen * . 

For, it, Not half the l eie now called for, 
he ons freight for the homeward+ bound Guiney ſhips. _ 
2d, A proportionable abatement' has happened in the demand of 
ſugurs, to make return for Britiſn merchandize imported, as little, if 
any, is now ordered for the expreſs deſign of vending t among thoſe 
Sr, with whom we formerly had Negroe contracts. 

3d, The efflux cauſed by thoſe North American traders, who bing 
their commodities hither, _ carry away money in return. 

Ath, Some loſſes probably ſuſtained on ſugars purchaſed here at too 
high a price, at the time when the Britiſh market was ſuddenly ſtocked 
by the acceffion of the ceded iſfands, hone what had been Mey 
experienced. 

Theſe loſing 2 at that particular criſis, rendered many cau- 
tious afterwards, and inclined them to ſhip money rather than produce. 

Add to theſe, the calamity of dry weather, which the iſland la- 
boured under ſucceſlively for three Years, viz." from 1769 to 1772, 
which not only diminiſhed the quantity, but depreciated the quality 
of the produce in general, deſtroyed many cattle and mules, and, 
whilſt it reduced the planter' s fortune and profits in every way, made 
the annual contingencies much heavier than uſually they had been, by 
the neceſſity there was of importing large cargoes of proviſion from 
the Northern colonies, to prevent a famine. The calamity not only 
increaſed the imports from that quarter, but with them increaſed the 
drain of ſpecie from the iſland: ſo that, by theſe means combined, the 
quantum of money in preſent circulation is thought to be far diſpro- 
portioned to the internal commerce the iſland. It is evident, that 
if by ſuoceſſive bad crops, the ifland happens to fall ſhort (ſay) 1000 
bbds. and 4000 puncheons, equal in value to 250,000/7., the deficiency 
will not be made up by an increaſed price, becauſe the other iflands, it 
is probable, will, by having good crops, keep the price from riſing, at 
leaſt any thing conſiderable. | No ſaving can be made in the mean 
time on the head of imports ; for, on the contrary, they are ſure to 

Yyy2 augment 
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Ja” augment both in quantity and charge. The balance therefore com- 
ig annually againſt the/iſtand} it has no other means leſt of paying it, 
= 1 than by exporting part of its circulating caſh; and this chiefly to 
North America, from whence it receives the additional imports of 
proviſion; a ſcarcity of money muſt then ine vitahly follow, and can- 
not, in ordinary courſe; be remedied; until, by à ſucceſſion of better 
harveſts; the annual halances in favour of tlie Wand, and great abund- 
ance of its native ſtock of proviſions; leſſen the demand for foreign 
tupplics, and repleniſn the fund of eireulation to its former ſtandard. 
1 ſhall conclude this head, with an eſtimate of tho profits; ſup- 
poſed to be gained by the planters, or landed intereſt, over the mer- 
cantile ar moneyed intereſt in this iſland. ID wot bf 
Firſt, in rents, thus computed - bens vat Sit cho 
: 18 Ro at r AAA N 2a * ROE 105 9979 3 e . 
e ae lake eos #1 


50 22,500 
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450 Spaniſh Town, 


400 * Dea ee 
400 Montego Bay, 6.000 re 
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Aid Ster ener 0! peri 2d0. 20%; h my fel 1c 
- and other hamlets, f 1450 
12 „ : 


2 ' \þ 1 bl * * 1 * 3 * 14 ; kd. Cr . 7 48411 2 p & 'S 
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„Ji Beeves riſes Kingitony geh dee kü. i 
at 14 /, per head, is per ann. ns a 10,920 4 * 1 WY I, | 

40 Sheep, at 20 J. per fcore, in e | 5 ng 54) 
4 Veals, at ; o pw + pip bue man 19790; 1 88 Dorfen A 1 
Allow two thirds for Alf other whs, ron | 32 5 \ ht. rte by 

Garden ſtuff, plantains, and grund brovt1-” G * P1207 VIII 5 
: ſions for 400 familles, at four perforis to. N 0. A as ; 93 9757 N 
each family, tranſſent petfons included, at ea n 911 be o 
71 d. per Gen, S297 FO erf or DEB VOP NOT ret to nig. 


Towards maintenance of 23000 Negroes. Rang” foe Yao to: witty, 

employed as domeſtics, tradeſinen, War 
fingers, porters, wcherrymen, ſhipwriphts; T gor brd 9 l en 
© &c: in plantains, and other plantation * þ Dog 51, 


# 
x a bu 


produce, not including fugar and rum, nne 
at 15. 101 d. per week ec, Gass 


(/] Fo avoid all appearance of exaggetatibn, the eſtimate is put here exceeding low; From 
the beſt accounts I have been able to obtain, the number of beeves conſuined daily in Kingſton 
and its environs is 44, which makes the weekly amount about 3 r, or more than double of what 
is here ſtated, e bf N 
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Graſs-for 3000 horſes, at 260. pen hend per ann. 78, ooo 1 ö 
r eee 
in all the the towns, at 12 J. 104. þ rden 1 
700 hhds, of ſugar, at 20 I. T1900 JEST 6. 8 


2 3 * * © : * * . « 1 * 
* * 0 | * « '$ * 1 1 | vw 3 * EY OY q y : | #. * ! 05 yo 0 ® 4 v4 4 4% Ts 
| | U - - 


* vw 8 
— h * 91 7 ou A 
: 
4 bo 1 * - "Y , 0 
* 4 x 1 F * " - * — 
q " T 5 / : "% I 9 1 Af th ' La, A 4 a * . » 4 » * j—”— , 0 75 
* » » 


WE. IX... F<, 


value . the materials, time, and ene bea in earning it, ray 
remaining third may be ſtated as clear gain to the landholders, which 
is. 1 5 5,896/. 2.5. 249. and helps to pay their annual balance to 
the merchants, artificers, and ſhop-keepers : ſomething more might 
have beg added, for the articles of poultry, fiſh, hogs, pigs, and 
other "tings of the like kind, the Lofts on which accrue prin- 
cipally to the Negroe {layes, and enable them to purchaſe ſome addi- 
tional loathing, and other conveniences. The conſiderable value ii in 
ſugar, rum, and other country products conſumed, and the great ſum 
of money paid for rents, prove the advantage of trade to this iſland, 
and how d ſerving 1 it is of the encouragement and guardianſhip of the 
legillature. It is evident, that the honeſt part of the merchants re- 
ſident here contribute largely to the ſettlement and improvement of 
the iſfand, and give a very comfortable ſupport to a very great num- 
ber of ſettlers, and'to the more induftrious part of the Negroes; ſo 
true it i is, that trade brings riches to a country, in a thouſand dif- 
ferent Ways: : this obſervation. naturally leads me to the ſubject of 
money; 9 . which, TO it Fomes into the b merely ont the inter- 
cribed (hi fortunate eh ics, that the planters have never yet 
been driven into the fatal, and moſt ruinous, expedient of a paper cur- 
rency 3 which, by the want of ſufficient filver coin, has been the 
ſource of ſo much diſtreſs, confulion, and loſs, to many of the 


North American provinces. | 
3 A jagen | is + f 


| MONEY. 
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ON EV is particularly neceſſary in this ifland, to purchaſe: - 
labourers. In moſt. other countries the labourer is hired. But 
athough hire is-paid him, yet this paſſes only from one hand to ano- 
cher, 


1 x xs e 
ther, 1 the money ſtill remsins in the cbuntry. Bot here the la- 
Jourer muſt be purchaſed, and the purehace- money goes off the coun- 
itry 3. the only ſatisfaQtion i is, that it paſſes to, and enriches, our mother 
county fa In this ſenſe money is ts be underfiged only as the 
 Hmbol of a thing, or meaſure of external commerce; for, in regard to 
- this ſpecies of commerce, in fact, gold of filver coin has very little ſhare ; 
bu in lace of it | is credit; Which ſo long as the planters of this iſland 
can easily procure, and ſteadily maintain in Great Britain, ſo long will 
gold and filver be unneceſſary to them in their commercial tranſactions 
with the mother country. The planter, for example, who buys Ne- 
groe labourers, either ſells produce in Jamaica te pay for them, or 
draxs. bills of exchange on ſome merchant in Great Britain for the 
like. purpoſe; and, in either caſe, the purchace is made without the 
uſe of gold or filver. In treating therefore on the ſubject, I ſhall pur- 
ſue this diſtinction of external and internal commerce, the latter chiefly 
requiring the medium inſtrument coin, and the former but little of it, 
except in dealings with the North Americans. At the firſt ſettlement 
af the Windward Iflands, and for ſome time after, all payments, even 
the governor's and clergymen's falaries, the public and parochial 
taxes, were paid in pounds weight of ſugar, for they had no coin. 
But in- Jamaica the ſettlements were ſcarcely formed, before the pri- 
vateers ſupplied. the iſland with vaſt quantities of Spaniſh gold and 
filver coin; and, after the American war ceaſed, the 1 importation was 
fill kept up by means of private trade, which continued till very 
Jately. Notwithſtanding this bs plentiful reſource, the produce of the 
1fland was made, by an act of the Aſſembly, a legal tender for pay- 
ment of the planter's contracts within the land, and fo continued till 
17515 when, by the influence of the merchants, who. pretended many 
inconveniencies from this practice, the law was repealed, and it was 
enacted, that no other pay ment ſhould for the future be allowed and 
deemed a good payment in the law, except in current coin of gold 
and filver ; “ unleſs in ſuch caſes where both parties might agree for 
% payment in ſugars, or other produce of the ifland.” U ndoubtedly 
the framers of this laſt-mentioned act imagined the conſtant influx of 
coin in the courſe of trade to be ſo. ſecurely and permanently eſtabliſhed, 
28 that nothing could poſſibly happen to put an end to it; wit 


[a] Taquiry concerving the Trade, &, of Jamaica, a pamphlet. 
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it muſt appear the moſt abſurd in its tenor, and pernicious. in its ten- 
dency, that the folly or iniquity of man could have contrived; for, | 


as. there is no ſtandard coin, nor coinage in the iſland, the inhabitants 
muſt depend wholly upon their caſual importations- by a trade, which 
has proved to be ſurrounded with extreme hazard, difficulty, and un- 
certainty : and the money, hen brought into this iſland under fo 
many diſcouraging circumſtances, cannot be made to ſtay in it, but 
paſſes away to other countries in common with other commodities : 
And it is plain, that if the iſland ſhould export this commodity (which: 
is not produced 1 in it) faſter than the emiffion can be recruited by freſh 
importations, the inhabitants muſt in a ſhort time be leſt without any 
of it, either to uſe or to export. The manifeſt conſequence therefore 
of continuing to export money from the iſland as à commodity, whilſt 
the channel that ought'to repleniſh. the drain is either obſtructed, or 
wholly ſtopped, mult inevitably. be, that all internal commerce muſt. 
be at a ſtand: taxes may be impoſed, but cannot be paid; and the 
foundations of government muſt give way to confuſion, if, at the ſame 
tune, an act, obliging all payments to be made in a commodity no longer: 
to be found in the iſland, ſhould be ſuffered to remain unrepealed. 
However beneficial the proviſion of this act might have appeared on 
the firſt impreſſion, or might in fact have been at the time when it 
paſſed; yet the circumſtances of the iſland have undergone ſo great a 
change by the decay, not to ſay loſs, of its foreign trade ſince that pe- 
riod, that, inſtead of becoming a remedy for; thoſe evils which were 
apprehended, it ſeems tending to produce very ſignal miſchiefs to the 
planting and commercial intereſts; I mean, with exception to the mer- - 
chants refident in Great Britain. The firſt complaint of a ſcarcity, as 

1 well remember, was about the year 1760, when the iſland was 
drained extremely low by the ſudden current its ſilver took to Hiſ- 
paniola, on opening their ports there, and the harbour of Monte Chriſti, 
to our illicit traders, chiefly North American veſſels, moſt of which 
went in ballaſt under Jamaica clearances; and carried off ſuch great 
ſums in gold and ſil ver, to buy up French produce, that our iſlanldd 
was extremely diſtreſſed; the trade of it languiſhed, and the Aſſembly 
eauſed about 100, ooo dollars to be ſtamped, and iſſued at two pence 
each advance on their former rate, in order to keep a fund for the internal 
circulation. Nat long after this, the veſſels which uſed to bring us 
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money for Britiſ manuſactutes, were ſome of them ſeized Rents 
ports, through the avarice of tapacious officers, and others driven 
away, by the impolitic meaſure of placing ſoldiers on board, and treat- 
ing them as ſo many ſmugglers and aliens ; to crown all, free ports 
were opened, and meant perhaps as a ture to draw theſe frightened trad- 
ers back to us again. But, as this Rep-alarmed-a foreign vgovern- 
ment, and redoubled its diligenoe to preclude us from the advantages 
we expected; To, the riſque and difficulty being eyery way multiplied, 
it is almoſt an impoſſibility now to acquire ſueh an e as 
to keep up the meaſure required for ordinary circulation: 
The ifland produce becoming now of leſs value than formerly, 
and likely to diminiſh till more, by the increaſe of -Beitiſh territory 
in the Weſt Indies, and the more extenſive! cultivation of ſugar, 
whilſt the European commodities, and neceflary ſupplies imported, 
are daily growing dexrer;z I cannot but conſider” the ifland to be 
by theſe means drought back to much the ſame ſtate, as to circulat- 
ing coin, as it was many years ago when it was found expedient, 
from ſimilar cauſes, to encourage loans to the planter by granting an 
intereſt to the lender, much above the intereſt allowed in Great Bri - 
tain. It is clearly for the advantage of the planter to pay What he 
owes, in the produce of his lands; and money eeaſes to be a natural 
medium of commerce with him, when his produce comes to be 
refuſed in payment of his debts, and cannot purchaſe money. This 
is the caſe, whenever it ceaſes to anſwer as an article of export, and 
cannot be convertible in payment to the Jamaica merchant, except 
by beating down the price, or, in other words, till the merchant can 
get it on his own: terms. As it is therefore this merchant's intereſt to 
buy as cheap as he can; and whilſt he can avail himſelf of the law be- 
fore- mentioned ſo far as to reject produce, when tendered in payment, 
unleſs he can get it upon his own terms, it cannot be for the planter's 
intereſt to deal at all with him; fince he has no alternative, but ei- 
ther to ſurrender his produce for leſs than its value, or ſuffer all the 
conſequential diſtreſs which his diſappointed and irritated creditor can 
inflict. On the other hand, the contracts being made here, not for 
ſo much ſugar and rum, but for ſo much filver or gold, if a mer- 
chant cannot receive the produce at ſuch a rate as to be equal to that 


filver or gold, he will take only money in payment ; where men tranſ- 
2 acting 
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Uſa with each other meat faitly; there c exiIt no difficulty ;'brit'as 
on either fide; as the world — this parties like two fencers upon 
"the watch, to guard their on — — cheir antago- 
füt, it Woti“ e Gül, if chis law was repealed,” to contrive fo 
"Equitable" a ſtandard, as that the planter tight not tha too much in 
the value of his produce, nor the mefchant depreciate it cos lo; 
büt no diffculty 6f this fort Oecurs int coninietce” with" the therchan 
in Britain; in FE hands, Cigar is tin deetted a yool pledge of ' pay - 
ment, and every uality” . it finds vent, eicher tation to 
foreigners, | or 55 8 E grocer, "ſus ar baker, Ur diſti N In the pre- 


ſent dilemma therefore, under 0 ich the ifland labòurs, it is the plan- 
ter, s true object, to connect more firmly than ever with the merchants | 


In Britain, whoſe attachment will be ſtrehgthened 1 in proportion as 
their loans to the iſland are increaſtd,” and rooted in the planter's 
land; from this cauſe they Will grow more vigilant and alert for 
kbeir e own lakes, inn Pech At all times "a ſufficient protection from 
government, to guard the iſland agaluft any hoſtile attempts. In or- 
der t6Thew the ütilkty of this connexion in a ſtronger light, and to 
point but the propriety of the means to be recommended, 1 ſhall 
beg leave to eiae ſome of the im conſequehtes nn Ry 
of coin as prodticed*in the Hna, 7 20 hot 7 not Do 

It is not caſy to find, to any degree of rafts; we y of 
Ein in preſent circulation in Jamaica. The quantity abſolutely ne- 
ceffary; J have ſuppoſed en I ene I. hag as, to the beſt cont- 


| putation T can'make, | 1.2 4 

The Negroe ſlaves poſſeſs, chiefly 3 in mall ſilver, about 10,437 10 © 

The reſt of the 833 about | | 39, 562 10 © 
188115 oat nun: au htro ti 97 

FREY AT: 50,000 o © 


And there * * inert or uncirculatingy in the chancery | 
cheſt, . and private hoards, about n 
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65,000 © O 


This then is 8 5,000 . ſhort of the ſum required to be in the iſland, 


— 


to anſwer the calls of its internal commerce; and this deficiency, * 


apprehend, would be much more ſeverely felt than it is, were it not 
for the annual orders iſſued by the council, amounting to near 10, ooo 
and the cuſtom of paſſing bonds and notes, but chiefly the former, 
Vor. J. Z 2 2 5 Theſe 
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common neceſfaries of life. The moſt exorbitant Premiums. have 
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uſed. at, firſt in lien f yery 

conſiderable ſums. 8 from 1009 to 0. O 2 it might be 
vitficuls.for jndividaals; 10 Procure „ ave, age their 
and; to loans 
go lied hoy: Ares l gold 
and. flyer, and allowed; the latter a freer ſcope to paſs 


illue Ki f. Current will be, 
8 ines hep Dahle 2 8 ts b 7 


64 fer cent. are act now: pe able, — a N ſon 1257 
berg indeed, by exchanging th n ends, with: 
+ diſcount allowed; on.;the latter; hae fund, nenne to recover full 


 payment,. and gained, confiderably: by the-bargain ; hut, when, I fay. 
they are not negatiable- withgue, a, diſceunt, L mean they cannot be 
negotiated as a caſh. payment upon any other terms. It is hardly in- 
deed a queſtion, whether there is at this time ſufficient money for 
ordinary circulation, it being the gg complaint. gf the 3nhabi- 
tante, thet they are, aot able to proc uts caſn ſor pay iu their andual 
taxes; and others cannot frrape together ſufficient for purchaſing the 


deen given on the loan of ſmall ſams for a ſhort ſpace of daun and. 


_ beſt bonds rejected, without a heavy diſepunt. 
From all which it is evident, either that the, lending of. money. 
is become more hazardous than formerly it was; or that there 


is leſs of it in the iſland: the firſt cannot be the caſe, becauſe the 


plantations are increaſed, and the landed intereſt improved, far be- 


yond what it ever was; and therefore there is undobtedly a want 
of ſpecie in the iſland; the principal cauſe of which, among thoſe 
that I have enumerated, is an ill- managed. trade with the North 
Americans. It is in vain to think of keeping the circulating caſh 
in any country, whoſe balance of trade is, againſt it, If the general 


balance is in it's favour, a large part of that caſh will temain in it; 


dat as many branches of it's trade as RAVE: a balance agaiuſt that 
- of | | | PE country, 


> L” 
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country; ſo many channels are there, by which the money ſteals | 
y. Phe ralbn ds apparent, From” the very” nature of” trade, | 1 
which is nothing more that uti exchange df ebmimodities. | 

Jamaicz takes lumberf fleur, and certain other 3 Rom 
North America; and 16 4 certüin annual value; North America 
takes melaſſes, ſugar, und rum, from Jamaiea, but in an inferior 
value- If each cbunttry took an equal value in products, for their 
mutual bonſumption, Jamaica would export no caſh to North Ame- 
rica; but Jamaica takes three to one more in value; ſhe therefore 
pays one third in her products, and» two thirds in cath and bills of 
exchange, I have ſuppoſed; the annual balance with North America 
to be about 63. oo If only a third of this is paid in money, and 

the. reſt in bills, it is enough to ſtrip the iſland of all it's circulating 
caſh in about three years, unleſs a ſupply can be brought in to 
replace the, drain, by out trade with the South American colonies. 
The misfortune has been, that the improved ſtate of the iſland, in 
ather reſpects by [enlarging the demand for North American ſup- 
plies, has yearly ingreaſed the balance againſt it, while the other 
trade, which mould haye replaced this/draught, has been gradually 
declining, and leſs productive... If the iſlanders could furniſh them- 
ſelves from Great-Britain, even if the articles came ſomewhat en- 
hanced in price, it would be more for their advantage, becauſe 
Britain takes their produce in payment, whereas the North Ame- 
rican ſupercargoes. muſt be wheedled to conſent to receive produce 
for their commodities; and even then, will take only ſuch ſugars as 
they are ſuffered to pick and cull out for their ſuperior grain and 
complection; the reſt they leave on the planter” s hands, to be ſent 
to the Britiſh market; a circumſtance that in time may hurt the 
credit of Jamaica ſugars at home. Nor is the inconvenience and 
diſtreſs they bring on the ifland, by this mode of exacting their 
balance, leſs pernicious to it's welfare, than the uſes to which they 
afterwards apply this money; for it is well known that very little 
of it is carried to circulate among the Northern colonies, or re- 
mitted to the mother country. but is dropped by the way amongſt 
the French and Dutch, to purchaſe of them the very ſame com- 
modities which Jamaica produces. It is notorious, that many of 
theſe traders employ their time, whilſt they lie at Jamaica, in fitting 
"4 } Þ = up 
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miele chan the whole number of th 


fo beneficiał has this illieit traffic 


Wo 114 6.14 non 
vp enſks z and, gs chen, are provided with, 


.o khey take 


falſe eleatances, out. f the cnſtam · hauſe there, fers large quantities 


of Jamaica pfoduce lugar, melaſſes, rum, goffee, indigo, Foy with- 


out having in fact, a; grain on boards and repair to Cape Nicola 


Mole at Hiſpaniola, vhich is now become theit capital rendez vous; 
here they buy of the French the very articles they refuſed at 
Jamaicay; and, are afterwards ſo pfotecteꝗ by thai cleatances, either 
from capture by theokings 3 ſea, or ſeiaure byothe and 
officers at their return to North America;! that they find it a very 
gaioful trade; for by this means they ſean import the French pro- 


doce without paying alien duties, and depreetatb ak the Bei Weſt 


India goods of the Eke Toit, brought tothe Time. market. 
This teade is low Let! 4 fach a alArrHn Ae une 
North America veſſels ste Cen, il ithe eburſe VF" the year, at the 
Ipping char reſorts to Kingſton 
harbour amounts to. I bave heard 6f ho leſs than 450 Tail within 
dhe year Which either leader el i apo fpeciilation IA And 


proved to the Fteuch, that the 
Mole, which is ſur rounded by a . cl qeſtitute of 
every natural advantage, is no- become a populous and - thriving 
place of trade ; contains 400 wellebuflt houſes; and the Harbour, 
which is extremely capacious and ſecure, is ſtrengthening by ſack: 
fortifications} carried on at the ᷑xpence of the French government, 
as threaten to 5 ms it iy rn ghar Wea the Jamaica fleets 
in time of war. | A AUT. 44 01389 DAI. 291 [1454 MIMTIOR 4d k 
Some of the North eee ne are allowed to be 


neceſſary to the iſland, atid not to be had elſewhere; all due care 


ſhould, therefore, be taken to have ſuch ſupplies continued; but 
when the main ſrope of theit trade tends to impoveriſh Jamaica, 
and to enrich our moſt” formidable rivals, by furniſhing them with 
money for commodities of the fame kind as that ifland produces, 
which weakens our colony, and ſtrengthens theirs, ſo as to make 
them more powerful when at war with us; ſurely this ſhould 
rouſe the attention of Fegiflature,” to pbevents! by every theahs, the 
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16 Two bundred N North n * at ea * loaded here per annum; and moſt 


- every, veſſel from that continent, | N to Jamaica, touches at the Mole, in order to try the 


an there for their return · cargo. 
tuinous 


ti eſſeclts, which fuck. a; dra myſt h lead to, if 0 


long permitted. | 
- Arguing in the charafter of a Pente let me Git that i in FEE 
1 2 it is in our power to leſſen oun dependence on the North 
223 namely; by importing from Great - Britain and Ireland, 

3 the commodities with which the North Americans ſupply 
us; and, by good management, providing many others of them with- 
in our own iſland. Might we not, fot example, be ſupplied. from. 
Britain with ſoap, candles, hams, fiſh, bacon,. cheeſe, and a long et 
caelera, as cheap in general, ag from them t as alſo with beef, pork, 
and butter, entirely from Ireland? Corn, in abundance, We may 
haye, of our on growth, and lamp ail, of our own manufacture, 
both far cheaper than we can buy of them. How ane and. 


their horſes, when thoſe of our own brand. axe Fr incomparably more. 
beautiful: and ſeryiccable,!,, Great quantities of hoops, heading, and. 
ſhingles, might be provided in the iſland, were proper methods 
taken to encourage our own ſettlers ; and indeed the uſe of ſo dan 
gerous, and periſhable a covering, as the Northward ſhingles, ought. 
to be wholly prohibited, in prudence and wife; economy, ;. and 
either the ſhingles of Jamaica wood ſubſtituted; in their ſtead, as 
being five. times more durable and ſecure; or manufactories of tiles 
ſet. on foot in the iſland, which abounds, with excellent, clays,-adapted. 
to this work! But if we muſt have ſhingle coverings, thoſe of our 
own woods are certainly to be preferred for their cheapneſs, as they 
ate ſo much more laſting than deal or pitch pine. The Indian 
corn might likewiſe be ſpared, except in times of unuſual drought, 
if. due encouragement, by bounty or premium, was given, to excite. 
the poor ſettlers to cultivate it largely; and the roads and coaſting 
navigation improved and regulated, by ſuitable meaſures, to facili- 
tate the carriage of it from places in the iſland where it is abun- 
dant, to thoſe. where it might be ſcarce. Such prudent endeavours- 
would ſave many thouſand pounds a year to the iſland of the money 
expended in purchaſing theſe Northward commodities.” But it has 
not yet been properly attended to: how ſmall a tract of land em- 
ployed evety year in the culture of corn, is ſufficient to ſtock the 
whole. iſland ! A horſe here, for example, conſumes about twenty 

it buſhels 


542 ph 35 A N 10 1H Ha 
buſhels per annum: ſuppofiiig the number of theſe Aae Ned Gi 
corn, to be about 20,000, they require 400,000 buſhels per annum. 
We may allow about 2 5% ooo given to mules in crop time, und hops, 
and neat as much cone by the Negroes and white inhabitants 
in different pteparations, or uſed in Fettening theep, and” 2. 
ſo that, all together, the expenditute of it may be comp at about 
45, oo buſhele por um of which, if North" America furniſnes 
2500, the produce of the ifland will appear about 42 5,009 buſhels, 
More ot leſs, according as the ſeaſons are favourable,” or otherwiſe; 
which (allowing only twenty buſhels' to om acro for the double 'erop) 
require no more than 21,2 50 actes. Admitring this computation 
any thing near the truth, we are to infer from it, that the em- 
ploying of only 2000 acres tnore, per annum, in the culture, might 
render an impottation unneceſſaty ; this however is but an incon- 
fiderable artiele in out dealings with the North Americans; and 
ſome perhaps may think it will be ſufffeient, if ſuch a quantity be 
ahnually cultivated, as to ſupply the con ption, ſo far only as 
may ſerve to keep down the prioe of hat is ĩmported, and prevent 
any unuſual exaction, ſuch as is apt to be raiſed when a ſcarcity 
happens; however J muſt ſay, that, trifling as this article of impoſt 
may appear, it is by an accumulation of ſuch trifles, that the iſland 
may be brought in debt; reſembling the ſituation of many indivi- 
duals, whe, in order to gratify unneceſſary or artificial wants, expend 
ſo much of thetr EAT as ts be ge pay 8 their 
A ſekreity: of money in 1 ue and, Ang ala. evils; is Ade 
with: one which affects the planter much more than the reſt of” 
the public, and that is, the creating, and multiplying of law-fuits; 
for, as it has been befote obſerved, the planter is a firſt ſource of 
it's commerce, and money is neceſſary to carry on that commerce, 
and ſupport credit; but if the quantum of money is not propor- 
tionate to the commerce, then credit muſt fail. A want of punc- 
tuality in payment diſappoints the merchant who is his creditor ; 
that merchant. is obliged to diſappoint another; that other a third; 
and ſo on in continuance, till it affects every individual concerned 
in the trade of the country, Hence every creditor, in ſtriving to 
| obtain relief, is plunged into law-ſuits. The planter, under this 
| | Wo difficulty, 


BOOK n. -CHAP. VI. 1543 


Kiffieulty, thinks he bas a right to defend himſelf from the i impa- 
tience and importunity of his creditor, and therefore leads him 
through the mages and intricacies of law, in hopes to gain time, 
and put off the evil day. The conſequence is, that, inſtead of pay- 
ing his juſt debt, he pays, in the end, almoſt double what would 
at ficſt have been ſufficient to have diſcharged. it; and the creditor 
undergoes no little charge, and uneaſineſs, in purſuing his remedy _ 
through ſo many obſtacles and ſo much delay. Diſhoneſt men, 
under pretence that the ſcarcity; affects their circumſtances, when 
perhaps it does not, take the opportunity of delaying and evading 
their payments; and a diſcovery of ſuch deceitful behaviour is apt 
to incenſe creditors-againſt thoſe who: really ſtand in need of their 
indulgence, but are unhappily deprived of it by the ſuſpicions 
which the conduct of others has occaſigned.. This alſo may be a 
principal cauſe of bribery and partiality among the officers em- 
ployed in executing judicial writs. For the diſtreſſed planter, who 
would fatisfy his creditor if in his power, but cannot, by reaſon. of 
the ſcarcity of money, rather than be deprived of his liberty, and 
linger in a gaol, is drove to uſe every means of avoiding ſo great a 
miſery. It is well known, that the favours of ſuch officers, ' eſpe- 
cially of underlings, are ſeldom obtained upon eaſy terms; the 
greater the diſtreſs, the larger i is the exaction; and the more cun- 
ning is uſed, to clude the penalties, which the law inflifts upon ſuch 
mal- practices; befides, the great waſte and haveck-it caules to 
mens properties, who labour under fuch diſtreſs, .is only con- 
ceivable by theſe who ſuffer, and by thoſe who make them. 
The following true caſe will ſerve to ſhew the bat barous tyranny 
which is exerciſed, by theſe inferior officers, over the perſons and 
fortunes of poor debtors. It appears from the aflembly minutes, 
1766, that one Moſes Buzaglo was indebted to Rachacl Azavedo, 
upon judgement, in the ſum of 504 J. 65. 21 d.; that a writ of 
venditioni had been iflued againſt him for this debt, returnable of 
Auguſt Court 1765; and that, being unable to pay the money, he 
obtained, ſrom the lenity of the plaintiff, a further time for pay- 
ment, and likewiſe a written order to the officer to make no levy, 
but to return, a nulla bons upon the writ.. This order the officer 
complied with, as is uſual, but demanded 15 J. 1 54. being the 


whole fees which would have been due to him, if the plaintiff had 
inſiſted 
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inſiſted upon e of te wiit; and the debtof actoridin; 
paid him that ſum, through! fear perhaps of the conſequence, if 
had refuſed. Another writ was iſſued upon this demand, the fol- 
lowing year, and apparently for form ſake only, as the debtur ob- 
tained a like ordet from his merciful creditor to the deputy marſhal. 
This was a new deputy (for they are frequently changed), and he 
inſiſted in his turn upon payment of 16. for hit fees 5' and al- 
though the former deputy's receipt was produced to him, he threat- 
ned te carry Buzaglo to gaol, unleſs he was likewiſe gtatſfied; 
and the body of the debtot would have been actually impriſoned! for 
this iniquitous demand, if he had not redeemed himſelf by deliver- 
ing a Negroe to the deputy, to be lodged in) gaol in his ſteud, and 
ſold for payment of theſe” pretended fees. The hardſhip of this 
example will a 1 in a ſtronger light, if it is conſidered, that the 
Priority law of the iſland makes it neceſſary for a judge ment cre- 
ditor to ſue out his writ onde a year at leaſt, though without inten- 
tion to diſtreſs his debtor, but only to keep up his right ol priority. 
Thus the forbearing diſpoſition of: a creditor is rendered unbene- 
ficial to his debtor, ſince every time the awrit is ſued out merely for 
form's ſake; and without ĩimpoſing any actual duty upon the marſhal, 
r man is arbitrarily forced to pay him a ſum of money equal 
(as in this caſe) to zbree per cent. upon the whole, debt; or in the 
event of inability, or refuſal, is thrown into priſon, contraty to the 
ereditor's deſite; or compelled to ſurrender a conſiderable part of 
his little property, to the abſolute diſpoſal of an unfeeling officer. 
A poor honeſt debtor therefore, who is juſtly an object of his credi- 
tor's compaſſion, and obtains his indulgence for five or fix years, 
may thus be forced to pay for it near half the amount of the debt; 
and to one who is no way entitled to demand or receive a ſingle 
ſhilling ; nay, the very property, which the creditor, through 
motives of humanity or friendſhip, forbears to ſeize, is unjuſtly 
attached and diſſipated by one, who is ao creditor, nor has any foun- 
dation for his claim, except that of fraud, rapine, and the inſolence 
of office. Is ſuch a wretch leſs deſerving of capital puniſhment 
than a common houſe-breaker ? He is a robber of the vileſt (| pecies, 
who degrades humanity, and diſhonours the dignity and equity of 


executive Juſtice i in a free government, by a conduct fo lawleſs and 
barbarous ; 


4 pos 


* : _ 5 " * * : Y a a P | | 
i £ 1 I, F - \ : l 4 * 3 * 4 
- \ p Pl 9 { g | \ 
$13 + ** 4 i 8-73 | LES * , 
: - 3 7 z ; V « 
- © & * b 
- \ | * 
0 # 
v 0 4 2 4 


00 GH AD; wh. 895 „ | 
batbaroiey Who thus ſhins up the ivenues of-lenity, and ſteals from 1 
dhe poor Ritler id the edlony the haddfearated fruits f induſtry rx. 
* has been com puted by forhe, that the money expended in the 
tecovery of debts, and other litigated matters in the courts of this 
iſland,” amounts to 80,00 J. currency per mim; and that the 
proceſs at Jaw is-yearly cartied to the utmoſt; for ſo large a ſum as 
165,000 15 book, nate, and bond debts. + Heneez! the truſt com 
mitted to a provoſt/ marſhal and his deputies, appears to be very 
great, in having d confiderable's thare'of. public property at their 
diſpoſal, in this. orie; branch of his office; and what ruin muſt fall 
upon theicourtry, when thut large ſhare of property is torn from 
the moſt induſtrious of its people, and diſpoſed of at the diſcretibn 
of under officers!” It is painful but to think oh the tiſeries 
incident; to ſuch a ſitugtion j hom much! mote ſo to behold daily 
inſtances; and ſtill more intolerably miſvrable: to experience them 
Debtors and creditors. may be fuined, with their families; the firſt, 
by their effects being ſold; for a trifle, and the! latter by loſing the 
greater part, if not all their debt;: as the ambunt of that auriking 
_ Blermay be ſwallowed up in fecb und extortionc With af 
and W capable of evading, the penalties of the law, and à hardi- 
neſs to attempt and perpetrate every villainy that ſuch diſtreſſes give 
opportunity to act, What vaſt tiches may not an under officer 
amdſe to himſelf, and in how ſhurt n time! May not Negroes, 
and. other: effects, be. ſcized and ſet. up to dale, in ſuch a manner as 
to:conform to the letter, though not the intentions, of the Jaw, and 
ſald: for one half, nay a quarter, of their reil value j and be put- 
chaſed-at that rate by the officer or his accomplices, in the morn- 
ig, and diſpoſed of again before night, with a gain of four times 
the ſum he paid for them; and the money for which theſe effects 
| were firſt ſoldd, not paid to the proper ureditor, but to that creditor | 
who gave the largeſt: bribe, perhaps one half, to get the other half? 
In this 5 it is not difficult to accohnt how an under officer may 
adquirt a large fortune dd a few (years, who on his entrance in 
office was worth leſs than nothing. If a provoſt marſhal: ſhould 
| join with, anddꝭ abet his deputies in ſuch ſcenes of malpractice, and 
if hel has command of money, he may in one your oF e, 
: Wel. V. 13 1197 ein £3% 4 Al 16136 3; H 5 421 poſſeſs 
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podſels hichſelf of a oo i: nꝗ during the tern af / renting his 
offibey; which! is uſhallyoftom there to hve years, he may amaſs 
from 5 to 9g or even 90, Where there is a poſſibility 
of ſuch abuſes happening; it requires great pretaution, and very ſtrict 
and wiſe Hus to prevent them. I it be replied; that nothing of 
mis rſort has oſten happened hitherto f 1 anſwer, we muſt attribute 
iccto th integrity uf the officers; wha: have been employed, that 
they have cuntmued uncortupt amid ſo many temptat ions; and 
fuck integrity; whenever we meet with it, deſerves our praiſe and 
reſpect, 1 But as thert is no'cextainty of always having ſuch honeſt 
afficers, it wilt be prudent tua endeavour; by effectual laws, to dit. 
courage fuck oxorbitancies, rather than rely on the caſual ſound- 
nel "of; any'-officer's heart, ſuhject as. they are to human frailty, 
4:befet with;the allurements of profit, opulence, aud impunity. 
hat the laws hitherto- attempted: to be paſſed, for this good end, 
bave falled, is to be wWholly imputed ta the prevailing influence of 
the patentees and theih ftiends, ant to ſome unfortunate! miſappre- 
henfions-ati the board of trade, where perhaps it: was never ſeriouſiy 
andi ſufficiently enough conſidered, how: much the, proſperity of 
this eblony, and the Advantage to be derived from it to the mother 
country, are dependimg on à proper regulation of this. Gngle office; 
vor ho little the narrow intereſted views! of one or two indivi- 
duals doght to weigh in competition with the welfare of a whole 
community. The inhabitants, diſheartened by the repeatedly ſue- 
ceſsful oppoſition made againſt them, have almoſt given up the 
ſtruggle : and patiently have {cen abuſes; ravaging every part of the 
iſland, without any hope of ſpeedy redreſa, except by the miracu- 
lous inter poſition of divine Providence. Were eſtates to be fold 
here as they are in Great- Britain, and the lands made extendible 
for pay ment of debts, the fortune of a debtor would reach much 
| further in ſatis faction of his creditors. It is true, a law was paſſed 
5. ; here, in 17 52, for this purpoſe; and an a&of parliament (5 Geo. II.) 
11 likewiſe tends to make lands in the colonies equally liable with 
perſobal aſſets; but neither of theſe laws have carried any effective 
operation, for want of a proper form of an extent writ. And if 
(for example) a debtor has, in the. courſe of his life, ſpent all his 


parſonal eltate, and that after his death his heir at law ſhould enter 
* £ | upon, 
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feli his lands, the.creditors,upon.j — A 
* en Temedy.s then . extent upon the 14 
under; pew gungder, 3nd; mult dale their debt; at, Leal it 
been ſe, determined inthe. courts. gt. \ pkg duch extents — — 
been tried here | ulually milcarried Yee through. their 
imperfeQions, Which ane. thould, ;ſuppole.. might very cafily be 
cured in e a8 of aflembly. 2. 1, 1142 ab .64d. P2nilda 78 
.' To anbyer the abjections urged againſt. FN ands cxtendible 
| for bond and ſimple contract debts, 2s; ee the hand 
of oppreſſou, by irweſting the 1 with tog e Power, to 
the injury ;of the debtor; to prevent ſuch an ll conſe quence, 755 
fix 8 juſt. balance of relief between debtor and creditor, it may be 
- propoſed, that. che creditor ſhall nat. be at liberty to extend the 
eſtate of a planter debtor, where the real. value. thereof appears to a- 
mount to one half more than the amount. of his debta; e ue to 
be enquired of by a jury, pod taken upon hs in calc of doch dehtor's 
being ſued, and, of a lle hene being returiied upon the writ 12 vendi- 
geen, And. where the debt amounts to more than one half the value 
of the land, that 1 his eſtate ſhall he commuted. in truſt, after the 
manner ;propaſed_ i in the former part of this work, and ſybjeR, If 
5 2dyiſcable, to the further limitation, that if the. traſt eftate 
ſhppld got clear off che debts within à cextain, number pf Trp (ac- 
corfing 10 circumſtances), it * then be fold for payment of them, 
and. the;overplus. be paid to the proprietor. Some law to this effect 
would, preſerve many planters ang their families 724 ruin; it ould 
make them more cautious of contracting ehre, and more thoug ful 
about diſcharging them; ; their fortunes would go much, further den at 
preſent towards paying their debts, becauſe they would not be ex- 
| hauſted in fees, bribes, law- charges, and fraudulent ſales; and the fair 
creditors would be univerſally benefited; by having a better and more 
certain 5 for their demands, a8 anied with far leſs delay, 
and with none of that fatigue, anxi 1 n expence, w hich : are become 
fo beav YA grievance to. them under t eſpreſent mode 455 recov ry. , 45 
It] 2 believe, too true, chat, numerous a as the diftre es are which at- 
tend the want of n money, and particularly ; in the pre manner in 
2 10 0. of a a Freon, of 1 It, the _ merchants of. the illand. may 
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driven to dſecute he recovery of, 12 d ands, the heayieſt 


8. tricate their affairs out of the Dads e J 
poorer. 'plaiters almoſt generally erally,” for, war oO 0 
odge do went Wii an dl ae ee e in Gro /Biitain, 
obliged to deal entirely with - merchikats jrefiding! in Jamaica; 
e as they ate impoſcd upon with ligher prices for every article 
of ſupply they hart octatfion, for, ſo they often are liable to make a 
choice of men; And what by the Enaviſh |extortions "of their 
creditors,” and the rapacity ok the officers ei mpleyrd to ſeize their ef. 
feQs for debt; it ſeems lab 3 wonder, Wi any of them ſhould eſ- 
cape from; ruin; mote! eſp pecially, when the Greumftances of the'coun- | 
try are ſuch, as that che ne ſeverities in cxucting payment claim 
ſome colour of ee from the 'neceflity of. te creditor, "whoſe 
charity moft commonly: begins at Hope. Ibis wers, the 
expediency of refottminy Ae Le, and cohtrbuling'the means of 
recovering debté in 01 00 Colony, ſo that" e poorer kettler k may derive 
ö that hee from their, ſalttary pro 1 5, which he is dle to 
obtain. by ha 1 5 recburfe, as the rieb loner! may, 60 the Britiſm mer- 
as 
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chant; ns would omit nothing in my power conducive to 5 
growth and prolpetity of this colony, I. in tlie fequel; to 
2 0 * 55 Bo ches Fendi. 5 uſeful body of men, ff 


which 1 may hope they will draw advantage in in their füture lay: 
ut vt I ſhall. firſt lay ſomething on the means of remedying leery 
o* money in this jſtand, Which! is an” evil that extends its miſchief to al 


Tanks, the 1 as well as the Poor, "the merchatit, the planter, and the 
Nee | | 9001 ge Fü neo] 45% - 
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A reftraint laid upon che im wi pocralion of funde, We e Bel 
cattle (except 55 Would! be one mentis of keeping level” thou- 
{and pounds of the money, which, for want of fach a check, is now 
carried, out of the illand for f purchaſing theſe articles. "Inftead' of in- 
porting, the Penn-keepers and lettlers ſhould be encoutag xd by every 
proper method t to breed them. The merchants here do e ſer vice 


to. the country, fi long as ; they export the manufaftbtes'an of ng 
5 


labour * 
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k, to in Boſe” Wings, in return, which are neceſary to it, and 
could nor au otherwiſe be obtained; but they eangot be too Rridlly 
Witbbeld from nag away its coin, to bring in thoſe very imple- 
ments of agriculture, which the ifland itſelf is 12 of furniſhing. 
The miſchief indeed les chiefly with the men of landed property; for 
the merchants {oem rather their mediate a gents employed to procure 
thoſe th in os from abroad, Which, if the planters, were wile, they might. 
have et as Cheap, * and much better, at home. Mules coſt at the 
Spanith. Main from 15 / to 120. per bead. If the Dutch zt Curacba 
7 and | ſhip them to Jamaica, they ſeldom will take any thing 
except calh. 1 in payment, and fell them at 18. or 200. 1717 head; ſo 
that they” gain nearly cent. Per cent. on the conſumers. f they were 
all j imported in Britiſh bottoms, the evil, upon the whole, would be 
mender lefſened; yet, alter , the er to be reaped from this 
trade,; in point of ſhip>ing, are AA diminutive to merit much attention: 
for the burthen of the. veſſels, employed i in it, would be ſo {mall, as to 
add but 11 little I og the. Britiſh tonnage, and they are for the moſt - 
part manned. with Ne groes and Mulattoes. This trade drains away 
much of the M, hater ſilvery and the milled ryals; and indeed 
renders, them ſo carct, that it. is to be feared, the want of them muſt 
ſome time or other prove very diſtreſsful to the Negroes, who would 
fall into 4 miſerable Ntate, il If « ever the iſland f ſhould be deprived. of ſmall : 
ſilver. In reſpect to the traffick carried on with the N orthern colo- 
nies, A. prudent and vi vigorous exertion of induſtry, to ſupply within the 
illand many of the enumerated articles that are now imported from 
them, muſt, naturally, tend to keep that money in the iſland Which is 
now ſuffered to go out of it in payment of a balance to thoſe colonies. - 
This being the capital miſchief, no means ſhould be neglected to. coun- 
tersct it, whether by lefſening, the impertation of ſome, articles by our 
native products, or importing others from Great Britain and Ireland. 
But here it is neceſſary to ſay, that theſe kingdoms. ſhould co- operate 
ſo far as not to burthen the articles, which the planters want, with 
duties, ſo as to make them come at an exorbitant price to the planters, 
and force them to deal with the North Americans in preference. This 
was the caſe in regard to Iriſh beef and herrings, which in 1765 were 
raiſed conſiderably, occaſioned by a duty laid by the -Irifh parliament 
upon their exportation. The duty on herrings was 76. per barrel, 
which 
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16. 64. per ak 2 HY 170 price would ee 
fall to 534. and, With the additional charges of ſhipping and height. 


would cyen then came 10 the planters at aloe 6: a 4 1 currency, 
which is the price of freſh beef in the ue, of, Jamaica. But, 


wich the duty and charges, 1 them 9% Per Found! which i 
doubtleſs no encouragement to the planter to buy Iriſh beef, when he 
can get the beſt North American, or even freſh Jama ica beef, ſo much 
ones Le]. Other countries, in order to extend and eftahliſh' their 
ſtaple manufzctures, uſually grant bounties upon their exportation, 
and only laps duties upon what they 1 import from other ſtates, and that 
are not neceflary to carry on thoſe manufactures; but Ireland runs 

counter to this well-known. principle bf commerce, and in this inſtance 
has done the very reverſe, by taxing , her :exported ſtaple; which is 
much the ſame, as if the Britiſh parliament, ſhould impoſe duties upon 
Britiſh fabrics of wool, leather, and iron, exported from Britain. In- 
deed I mult fay, that the late.impofitions upon glaſs ware, paints, and 
Paper, on exportation to our colonies,. comes very home to the exam- 
ple. But if their revenue gained ſome temporary benefit from this 
incomprehenſible ſtroke of policy, I am perſuaded they will be no 
great gainers by it in the end; ſince it was this meaſure firſt put the 
North Americans upon entering largely into the exportation of ſalted 
beef, Vaſt tracts of their tobacco land have been converted into paſ- 
tures; and although they have not yet attained to equal perfection with 
the Triſh in the art of curing it, there is no. doubt but they will daily 
improve. The demand for it in our own, as well as the French Weſt- 
India iſlands, is already very conſiderable, and may probably increaſe 
every year, till this article of their export becomes of ſo marketable a 
quality, and ſo well eſtabliſhed, that no Iriſh beef may be ſent for. 
I have ſeen ſome North American meſs beef of ſo fine a a and 
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fo well prepared, as to. ſhew, that the art of managing it is very well 
in ſome. parts of that continent. What however comes 
from them, in general, to the Weſt-India market, is coarſe, black, and 
much inferior to the Iriſh ; but as they afford to export it at 187 to 
265. ſterling a barrel prime coſt, which is by 305. cheaper than the 
Iriſh; this cheapneſs is thought to nike ſome amends for the infe- 
riority” of quality, fince five barrels of it may be had for the price of 
two. faith. + Practice, and an increafing\demand, may in time bring 
this manufacture to maturity among them, and then the Iriſh will find 
their error; for it is not difficult to ſuppoſe; that the North Ameri- 
cans (ſo conveniently fituated as they are for ſupplying the Weſt⸗ 
India iflands; aud devoting their thoughts to make this one of their 
principal ſtaples) may come to exclude the Iriſh wholly from theſe . 
markets. The ſavings, which 1 ar it FR 0 1 0 of the 5 
North American imports, are; 
_ rit,. By import from Britain and Leland; ty 
> ago one half, or — 

AN * N i. e 7 mma. + 
— Gear Raves 4 heading, ———— 
Hoops, 1 — | ann ad 
Articles of age and We — 
910 | 
20, By cone; the Giddenmats r 
und other internal regulations, to ſave, in the 
articles of beef and pork, by freſh beef and . 
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2 fleſh, One half, OT — — | 1 5,000 | 
Sts . * 4,375 
5 „ — — 1, 500 
| 1 —— — 2,250 
Hogſhead Raves and heading, — 10,000 
Hoops, — — — 1,000 
38,875 


Live ſtock, — — 
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ui e from this ſcheme, that we ſhould pay for all neceſ- 

ſary North American commodities with produce; of the iſland; and, 
inſtead of becoming indebted to them a balance to be paid in ſil ver, 
there would be a balance coming to us of 31,685. But, without 
F carrying our ideas ſo far, ſuppoſe we. ſhould. trade with them only 
upon even terms, or nearly ſo; this is all we can deſire, and it is all 


that is wanted to ſtop the emigratiot of out ſilver. The additional 
imports from Britain and Ireland, being paid for. in produce, would 


take no money from us. By a ſteady perſeverance in the plan of re- 


jecting (as far as we are able) thoſe articles which the Northward 
traders bring us, and which the iſland itſelf is ſo capable of Furniſhing 
in large quantities, we ſhould keep near. 40,000/..a.year in it, hich 
otherwiſe would be ſent. out of it; and this ſum, inſtead of going to 
enrich and ſtrengthen the French colonies, would remain to circulate 
in Jamaica, to the vaſt improvement of its ſettlements, and the un- 
ſpeakable advantage both of its external and internal commerce. 
Upon the whole, therefore, we might reaſpnably expect to keep up a 
Aufficient ſtock of circulating coin, unleſs; by any ſudden diſaſter, the 
North American imports ſhould at any time happen to advance be- 
yond their natural limits, ſo as to bring a balanee once more againſt 


us; but as far as human wiſdom, the protection of Britain, and our 


own unabated attention to our true intereſt, could preveim or retard 
it, we might hope to throw ſuch an event at too great a diſtance to 
excite apprehenſions. Nor ought the North Americans to condemn 
the people of Jamaica, if they ſhould - ſteadily purſue ſuch meaſures and 
regulations in their commerce, which appcar eſſential to their own ſe- 
curity and well- being; for I am certain, that no North American 


| merhant, if he is a good ſubject, will take * him to juſtify the 


— 
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ſnuggling traffic, | which his hrethren carry n with b ee lo 
much to the detriment of the Britiſh iſlands ; or blame the people of 
Jamaica, for adopting ſuch maxims of ee dee themſelves from 
diſtreſs, which the conſtant example of other trad ing « communities dic- 
tates; and which the N orth Americans themlcl yes would be very wil- 
ling to pradtiſe,, (if they could) in their . with Great Britain. 
All WE governments, ; which, baye la laid reftritions r upon. the export of 
money, have done. ſo, that the fubjed, A, When he goes to ſoreign mar- 
kets for articles o of 1 importation, might not run to the coin, inſtead of 
| gerry ing thither the; product and. manufaQtures « of the country. _ 
Sigce the export of Hin and bullion, for purchaſing foreign. c commo- 
dities, ifs a great and wanifelt hurt, jp the domeſtic induſtry of any 
PG uch, governments therefore prob! hibit le importation of foreign 
manufactures, and import no thing but what 3 1A ſolutely neceſſary, for 
ſubliltence,. and carrying..on. the home manufacture. Thus, Henry 
the Mal of. Englanc 4 very ſevere, laws againſt the CXPOr= 
tation, of | bul lion : ed. the merchants who imported forcign 
commodities into h 5: ys al inveſt their returns in the natural 
produce I which conſiſted, /principally, « of. wool and corn: 
1 155 e king taken theſe meaſures, the whole money of the 1 nation 
would haye been exported, and the ſuperfluous natural produce of 
e would have lain, upon hand. It would not operate to the 
me end, if we ſhould abſolutely prohibit the exportation of coin in 
exchange. for Noxrth, American productions. Such à prohibition, I 
think, could neyer be be effectual, fo long as the balance of that trade is 
againſt us; for this muſt be paid in coin, ullion, or bills, of exchange, 
at the option of the North American creditors, who have many other 
markets to reſort t to for ſugar an rum; conſequently, are not obliged 
to come to. Jamaica for theſe articles, or elſe go without them; and 
who would certaiply take leſs” of them, after ſuch a prohibition: the 
truth 4 15, they can do without 1 us, Whereas we cannot wholly do with- 
out them. So, if we were to tax their commodities upon importa- 
tion, they would not. be hurt by it: the planters of Jamaica would 
pay the tax; but the North Americans perhaps, i in return, might lay 
excluſive taxes upon Jamaica produce, imported into their country ; 
which. wonld render our condition ſo much worle, as it muſt neceſſa- 
* N the ſtaples « of the iſland at their market, and occaſion 
0. I, 4B more 
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= ore moni 6nd is betete be eported from Jamaica, to pay for 
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great object, therefore, is to get the balance on the right ſide: 
Wes ge then All that we import, and our coin will 
ſtay. in the Aa. 2 Now, although we are very able to ſupply fin- 
les, hoops,  hoglhead ftayes, and Redding from bur own woods}; but 
e b SL to the Nöte Ameyitins al the emoluments . ma- 
rs, together with frei ght, Gr.; yet, perhaps our ſettlers 
in pug would 550 Nas, 17 enter into this kind of manufacture, 
without raifing the price 10 Sh at firſt, as eatly to diſcourage the 
Flee from dealing with them; at the kale time, therefore; that every 


* . 


* 4 * 
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Kenccuragetent 1s given to JHdoce their going largely upon the ma- 
aCture, the prices opght't to be fixed and limited by law, upon an equi- | 
table ate, according to the different ſpecies of wood; and all other 
858 per reg rulations ſhould”! be enaQed. in regard to dimentions” and 
Fg Until 6 defireable an event can he brought about, the 
planters may remedy the evil in ſome degree for the preſent, by unit 
together, and importing atinually thoſe needful articles of fupply, 
wk are peither to obtalged Within he iſland, nor in tbemotber 
country, in Tome of the ſhips * 5 come every year to load. In 
conſequente o of the decay of our foreign trade, many of theſe ſhips 
arrive e in ballaſt, and others. ith very little freight; a certain number 
of them might be engaged to. touch at North Helles, to take in the 
15 5 principally Wanted; and the'planters, by thus procuring theſe 
commodities at. the firſt hand, would be ſtocked at à cheaper rate, 
better in quality, a and in a regular eſtabliſhed mode; the goods would 
be paid for by bills on Great Britain, who would become a confider-- 
able gainer in the article of freight, and Jamaica would of courſe ex · 
port far leſs o its coin. The balance of the North" American trade 
being in favour of Britain, bills of exchaige upon the Britiſh merchants 
would be the ſame at New York, Boſton, Philade! phia, and other of 
their trading towns, as fo much caſh ; b&avuſe. ach bills will buy 
equal value of their current money, and ſometimes are above par : 
but the North American ſupercargoes, who bring goods to the Ja- 
maica market, do not want bills of exchange; coin and bullion an- 
ſwer much better in gaining advantageous bargains at Hiſpayiola, 


where ready money will always tempt the French planteps to fell 
= "Rr 
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their produce at a very ehtap rate. Beſides, is bullion is in geheral 
dearer in Great Britain than in France, it muſt forma valuable arti- 
cle of export froti Hiſpaniola to France who is evidently able to 
make prodigious advantage of it in her geheral trade with Britain. It 
is nc wonder) thefeforey thet the'Frentlwnierchams) in cheir colony, 
ſhoulFeolleR as much as they poſſibly: can for exportation to Europe; 
nor that they ſhould draw'it in ſuch large ſums from the North Ame- 
ricans; fince the articles of Hiſpaniola produce are at all times to be 
obtained much cheaper in that iſland than ſimilar produce can be got 
in Jamaica. In the former land they have more middling and petty 
ſettlers, who never export) and, being leſs loaded with taxes, and 
high prices of their European neceſſuries, than our planters, can afford 
of eburſe to ſell their ſugars and melaſſes at a cheaper rate. I am well 
convinced, and- I think; the gentlemen of the iſland will, upon reflex- 
jon, be equally fo, that no means they can uſe will keep their money 
within the ifland; ſo long as the balance of their commerce with North 
America is on the wrong ſide. While the affientves with the Spaniards 
ſabfiſted; money and buliion poured in upon the iſland in ſuch plenty, 
chat the balance was eafily* paid; without" any perceptible diminution 
of the current coin; and therefote no enquiry: was ever made into the 
Rate of the trade carried on with the North Americans; unfortunately, 
as 1 have before remarked, the balance has ſince been increaſing in 
roportion as the ability to find money for it has decreaſed. Does not 
prudence therefore require, that che Affembly ſhould now examine 
into the circumſtances of this trade, with the utmoſt accuracy, every 
year, by ordering an exact acc6unt of exports and imports to be regu- 
larly laid before Meal and eſtimating the value of boch, according to 
the beſt informations in their power t obtain? If then they ſhould 
perceive the balance to be, as is ſuppoſtd, very largely againſt the 
iſland, they will have diſcovered one genuine ſource of the evil; and 
the next ep muſt be to leſſen, if they ren wholly remove, it. 
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IN 1681 „ an act of this iland fixel the intereſt a? money here at 
100. ber cent, In 1739, it was reduced to 8 “.; and, in 1752, to 60. 
on Jamaica loans ; and' by the ſame authority raiſed to 51. per cent. 
on Britiſh loans, The Sludätzon of this latter, which is called tlie 


4B 2 Credit 


- 
— 
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Credit Af, was upon chis principle, viz, „ That 5, per cent. on Britiſh 
loans is the natural intereſt of money; becauſe, it was fqund, at 


that time, . that the planters eould freely borro money of the Britiſh 


«« merchants at thᷣar rate. But the late war, the loans to government, 
the great annual ſumss / paid to foreigners ſor their ſharg of the national 

debt, ther vaſt ſtrides · diſſipation/ and expenſive; living bave made in 
ihe mother country, the great advanced value of lands, and, in ſhort, of 
the vvhole ſtock of conventional property in the nation, together with 
the enereaſed demand for ſilver in the Eaſt India commerce, and to pay 
balances againſt the nation in ber dealings with foreign countries, have 
generated ſuch an extenſidel employment for the mercantile boards, as 
to deſtroy the buſis of that pribciple : in ſhort, it: no longer exalts ; 
and this has lately been made more publickly apparent, by the argu- 
ments brought in ſupport of u bill, for enabling the Weſt, India 
proprietors! to borrow” money of the Dutch at 57. per cent. Which 
ſhews, that there is not n fufficierit temptation to induce the Britiſh 
merchants to furniſh. theſe colonits wich the loans. they require, at the 
accuſtomed rate of intereſt 3 for other wiſe it would he needleſs to have 
tain find 4 thouſand ways of gaining 5 l. per cent. within the kingdom. 
Even the commiſſioners of many turnpikes have given this, to procure 


money; and ſeldom any can pa borrowed here from a merchant, even 


upon mortgages on good landed ſecurity, for lets. Whilſt money 
could freely be come at, on payment of 40. per cent. it anſwered a 
merehant's purpoſe extremely well to borrow, ig order to ſupply, his 
Weſt India correſpondent, by which he ſecured the benefit of a con- 
ſigument, and clenred 1 J. per cent. on the article of intereſt; 3. for be 
borrowed at 41. and received payment from his correſpondent: at 54 


But it is plain, this ſpeculative trading on borrowed money; has been 


overdone ; and the recent examples of bankruptcy, among ſome | Weſt 
India merchants, muſt neceſſarily render the monied men extremely 
cautious how they truſt their principal on ſuch inſecure bottoms. In 
reſpe& to the opulent and well-eſtabliſhed merchants, it is evident, 


that, whilſt opportunities offer of gaining as much by putting, out 


. 
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their money at home, as they could gain by ſending it abroad, 
they will rather ehuſe to employ it at home. It may deſerve atten- 
tion therefore, whether raiſing the intereſt upon Britiſh loans to 5. per 
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at; may not operate to draw the knot tighter with the Britiſh mer- 
chauts, Ae the planters from a tribe of villainous men in Jamaica, 
aud put the iſland Into à more flouriſhing condition? and whether 
this augmentation may not acquire them à preference in loans beyond 
the other illands? 1 yen any diſpaſſionate planter, who has diſ- 
chatged debts on bond and Judgement to creditors in the iſland, how 
much per cent: he has paid over and above the legal intereſt of his debt, 
taking in all fees, bribes, ebarges, und ex pences? or what premiums 
he has paid upon loans, or money, or even paper, upon preſſing oc- 

S when, the tnerchant in Britain having declined advancing for 
bim, he has been driven to eſtabliſh his confignments to a factor in 
Kingſton; or to take up loans in the iſland of ſome rich Jew? I am 
very ſure, if he anſwers fairly and candidly, he will appear to have 
paid 167. or 200. per cent. indesd of 61. Does not this grievance, 
of which ſo many ſeem to be perfectly ſenſible; call upon them to ſave 
themſelves by ſo eaſy a remedy? The found of paying 6 /. per cent. 
intereſt to the Britiſh merchant terrifies thoſe very men who are actu- 


ty though perhaps unconſciouſly; through an inattention to their 
affairs, paying twice-'or thrice that ſum to creditors and uſurers in 


Jamaica. Too many planters there are who keep no account of their 
diſburſements; and others think no longer of a debt than while they 
are harraſſed with proſeciitions for the- recovery of it; with many of 
theſe a debt ſettled, as they term it (i. E by giving a bond) is the ſame 
a paid becauſe they ate relieved from the preſent urgent anxiety 
which it occafioned; and leave it to future time and occurrences to 
help them out at the next ſhiſt. But ſuppoſing, on the other hand, 
an! Meret intereſt ſecured by law'; this may probably induce the 
| Britifh merchant to grant a reaſonable forbearance, where it can be 
ſerviceable to his correſpondent: Another advantage, and that no 
ſmall one; would certainly happen; many of the planters, ever ſince 
the Britiſn merchants declined advancing, have applied themſelves to 
get largely into debt with money- lenders in Jamaica. Upon raiſing 
the intereſt to be paid on Britifh loans, much clamour would un- 
doubtedly follow, and every endeavour be uſed by the Jamaica credits. 
ors, to raiſe the intereſt on all contracts within the iſtand to 1 /. per 
cent. more; they would chiefly attempt this by calling in their money, 
and diſtreſſing the planter, in hopes of forcing him to comply with their 
meaſure. 


858 1 io AM A1 0 A. 
meaſure. In this event, as the planter, by borrowing money in Great 
Britains would, be,cnabled, to take up theſe debts, {6 be would pre- 
ſently ſceure bimſelf againſt all thoſe miſchievous litigations winch he 
| | ect from. his Jamaica creditors. | \ The 


this. Aflend. will, be;,always, an, ample ſecurity 

for ten times the money it can ever baye occaſion to borrow, ſo long 
as it is. duly — dy the power on which. it depends; and it is 
| evident, that the more money the merchants of Great Britain inveſt 
in the iſland, the better aſſured it will. be of that protection; as they 
will become ſo, much the more deeply intereſted in the {ame common 
bottom. The plan propoſed would, put an end to thoſe deſtruct cdive 
bargains now. ſo frequently, made in Jamaica ; where, while money is 
not to be procured in Britain. at the preſent rate af intereſt. and the 

currency is grown ſo care, many diſtreſſed perſons, are driven to 
negotiate loans, on paying a premium of 10 / and in ſome caſes of 
15 J. and 20 J. per cent. beſides the legal intereſt. Purſuant to a con- 
tract of this ſorts, a planter, borrows. 4000/., of a. Jew; for five yeats, 
but receives don no more than 9000. t| he, premium. being, 0 4. per 
cent. or 100 /. upon the whole; and at the end of the term, be pays 
the Jew the full, ſum of 1000 J. and has paid him 6 J. per cent. inte- 
reſt during the time of forbearance, in all 1400 l.; o, chat the Jew 
gains upwards, of 1 1. per cent. on bis bargain. Now, I will fup- 
poſe that, by raiſing. the intereſt upon Britiſh loans, this planter, having 
a reſponſible eſtate, ſhould want 1000 f from a Britiſh, merchant; is 

there a doubt, but he would be ſupplied upon very different terms? 
But further, if at the expiration of the ſive years, this planter hap- 
E to be unable to pay the Jew principal, or intereſt, What is the 
canſequence.? His bond on judgement is rigorouſly, ſued, the expences 
E. proſecution make an addition of at leaſt, 5 J. per cent. to the debt, 
inereaſing in proportion to the planter s difficulties in making pay- 
ment, and the neceſſity be is under of bribing the officer, every three 
months, to prevent his Negroes from being ſeized, and ſold for half 
their value; the remedy for him is pointed out by the Jew, who, 
from pretended motives of lenity, or friendſhip, conſents to make up 
the matter, on his entering into a freſh bond; conſolidating all the in- 
tereſt, and law - coſts, into principal; and allowing another exorbitant 
| premium. 


Thus, 
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Thus, ſtep by Reps have ſeveral been led on to the ruin of their 
families. Examples of this nature, if they do not prove the preſent 
rate of intereſt allowed on Britiſſi loans to be below the natural value 


of money, conſidered as relative to the-planter's wonte, will prove 


- 


at leaſt, that the Jaw ought te enable him to deal with bone/t men, 
who might readily accommodate him, if the intereſt was ſo regulated, 
as to incline the Britiſh money -holdet rather to lend it in Jamaica, 
and ſpendthriſts in all countries where money is to be found, who are 
prompt enough to take up ſums upon uſurious contracts ; and that 
the example I have ſtated tends to demonſttate no more, than that 
ſach "bargains may often be made in Jamaica, as well as in other 
countries; but, that this is no indication of a poſitive neceſſity ex · 
iſting for raiſing the intereſt higher; a meaſure by which the more 
prudent and thrifty may be very much affefted. I can only ſay in 
reply, that I have known of fuch engagements entered into by men 
of very reſpectable character and property here, merely to enable 
themſelves to comply with payments, which could not be deferred, 
nor be otherwiſe | paid ; and that, without ſome douceurs of this kind 
given by the borrower, it is ſearcely practicable, in the preſent ſitua- 
difficulty proceeds either from a ſcarcity of coin in this iſland, which 
raiſes the value of it in the hands of monied men, or from the Britiſh 
merchant's ability to make more of his money, in any other way 
than by lending it out at 5 J. per cent. intereſt to the Jamaica planters, 
it amounts to the ſame eſſect; and there is no mode of coming at it, 
except by making money more plentiſul, or by raiſing the intereſt. 
But if there is, in fact, a ſcarcity of coin in the iſland, and that there 
is, every one ſeems agreed; then, 'raifing the intereſt with reſpect to 
contracts within the iſland, can anſwer no purpoſe as a remedy, but 
will only ſerve to multiply the planter's diſtreſſes; but, raiſing the 
intereſt on Britiſh loans cannot fail of operating to his relief; ſince it is 
acknowledged, that money was never more abundant in Britain, than 
it is at preſent; and of this there needs no other proof than the high 
price of proviſion, and almoſt all the neceſſaries of life; a circumſtance 
which is juſtly regarded as an almoſt infallible criterion to judge of the 
proportion of money in any commercial country; and this 2 

n | | further 
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further confirmation from che ſite of things amacia, W 6 
_ viſions and neceffaries of the nM day _ 
cheaper, without any increaſe of population ; a ſure index that money 
* daily growing ſcarcer there. ail dn hit: een 
The only" difference to the planters will be, that they Will oe ſo 
much the more to merchants in Britain, which they now, oe to 
traders and money- jobbers in Jamaica; and that they will pay their 
Joans in produce, which might not be accepted upon equally good 
terms by Jamaica! creditors. This mode promiſes, 3 % be 
far more boneficial, of the two, to the planter; who, believe, are 
almoſt to a man convinced, that moe ĩs not eaſily to. be, eme at 
In Britain at 'FY. cent. Had it been eaſily attainable, there would 
Have been no for recurring to the Dutch mon yrholderz s but, 
| cottfidering the vaſt ſums now lying out in Great, Britain at 51. 
per cent. it ſvems reaſonable to oonelude, thaz the additional profit of 
1. per cent. may be à temptation to des, there to call in 
their loans, and accommodate the planters with . all they have. "real 
pecafion for; and tas obvious, that if a Britiſh, anerchant is bimſclf 
unpofſefled of a fund, it may anſwer to his advantage extremely well 
to borrow at 5 J. per dent. (che higheſt rate in Britain) or eyen from 
foreigners, to lend the planter by! which, tranſaQion, he may be A 
clear gainer of 1 U. per cent. over and above the .cmoluments accruing 
to him from factorage of the produce annually conſigned, in return 
J for his advance. 4 One of the greateſt difficulties reſulting to ry plan- 
ter from a fcareity of coimin"this/Jflapd\ is, that, although be ma 
Polleſs an eſtate worth fifty chouſand 3 he may not be able 
to preure money enough to pay a ſudden demand do a Jamaica Cre- 
ditor of five” hundred pounds; and that, for want of this ſum, an 
ill natured creditor there, has in his it power to diſtreſs, and damage 
bis eſtate, to five times the value of the debt, by leyying on his 
Negroes. The produce of the land is, in other countries, a legal 
tender, or elſe fo ſpeedily convertible, as, to become equivalent; 
but here, neither ſugar nor rum will be accepted as money, unleſs 
the creditor pleaſes to take them; and he may inſiſt on payment in 
coin, although there is no mint in the iſland, no coin, peculiar to it, 


the channel by which it uſed to be ſupplied ſtopped up, a perpetu 
e by an T trade with Norih America, 
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* remainiog g for circulation, that the inhabitants can with difficulty pro- 
vide enough to pay their taxes, or purchaſe their daily ſubſiſtence. 
"Theſe unhappy circumſtances will juſtify che planters in ceaſing to 
contract debts in Jamaica, and in remitting their produce t to the Bri- 
tiſh merchants, in whoſe hands it will have all the value of money; 
and with whom they have it in their power to eſtabliſh their credit 
upon ſuch a certain foundation, as may relieve them from i many of the 
preſent embarraſſments to which they are ſubjected by a ſcarcity of 
money, and by the advantages which this ſcarcity affords malicious, 
crafty, and knaviſh men an, OY: of re to the very great 
e of the planting intereſt. 


2997 4 011 5211. 8 E T. Tv 
N | Cc 0 


A da of the currency would probably be another means, 
if not of introducing more money, at leaſt of keeping more in the 
iſland. A regulation of this ſort would. prevent thoſe ſecret robberies 
committed on the public, by clipping villains. It was proved by ex- 
periment, | that by theſe execrable practices, 49 J. 15 f. of current filver 
was abridged 100. 13s. 4d. of its real value, and found to weigh no 
more than 390. 15. 8 d. which was a debaſement of above 21 J. per 
cent. The allowing ſuch baſe: coin to paſs current by its denomina- 
tion, is not only an injury to many of the holders of it, who take it 
in payment, not knowing it to be counterfeit, but in effect is an en- 
couragement to theſe clippers to become coiners; and as clipping 1 is a 
gainful and ſecret method of robbery, penalties cannot reſtrain it. The 
only ſure way of putting a ſtop to it, is to make it unprofitable; 
which can no otherwiſe be done, than by making all light money paſs 
only by its weight. This method of weighing money may occaſion 
ſome trouble at firſt, but a little time would remedy it; for the ham- 
mered money only may be required to paſs by weight; the milled 
coin, unleſs carrying ſome ſuſpicion on the face of it, or wanting a 
certain and conſiderable part of its full weight, might be allowed ſtill 
to paſs by tale; and if all the milled money was permitted to paſs for 
a certain ſmall proportion more than its weight, equal to the work- 
manſhip, . it might encourage the introduction of milled money into 
the iſland, preſerve i it from being melted down, and hinder much of 
it from paſſing off as bullion. A ſuitable reformation being effected 
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min the. currency, MY 18 reaſon 0 believe, chat the reverſe of \ whit is 
now: done, would be practiſed; the light money would be kept up for 
exportation, becauſe of the trouble of paſſing it by weight; and heavy 
milled money would circulate, with this advantage, that 5 larger We 
would come in place of a lefs. Various have been the plans for teme- 
dying a ſcareity bol money bere. Among others, 1 it Ke propoled, N 
to obtain a fmall ſilver milled coin Pa Britain, appropri priated to the 
circulation within the iſland; that is to ſay, fuch 4 quantity of it as 
might enable the houſekeepers and Negroes to on their maxket- 
ing for butchers meat, poultry, hogs, fiſh, corn, eggs, plantains, and 
FP, like. In the French iſlands, their inland commerce was, for a 
long time, ſupported by a ſmall filver, coin remitted from France; and 
they now retain the woſt part of it, having been under no neceflity of 
{ending it back'in courſe of trade; ſo *. they have bade d ex- 
perienced very great convenienee from it. A coin of this kind might 
be ſo alloyed, as to make the nominal but a ſmall propottion above 
the intrinſic value. We may ſuppoſe, for example, à milled filver- 
coin ſtruck at the mint in Great. Britain, of the intrinſic value of five- 
pence ſterling, which ſhould paſs current in Jamaica at ſeven - penoe 
halfpenny, exch. 14004. ber cent, equal to about 54 4. fbur-tenths 
ſterling. This coin would be. remitted from Brita at about «1 14 in 
the tg profit upon Jamaica, or 40. 1 t 5. 8. per cent. which the 
mother country might be allowed to. gain, for the Expence 'of 9 
and remittance to the iſland, And ſuppoling, e-. thouſand- pounds 


Such 2 coin W be: rinſed in his Mh 's -ſkips 1 — 4 is: 
ſtation, be lodged in the receiver- general's s office, and iffued thenee to : 
the troops for "heir additional pay's who, in the ſpace of one or two 
years, would bring the whole of that ſum into circulation. A ſud- 
den ſcareity of money in Jamaica put the legiſlature, a few years ago, 
upon an expedient of keeping as much from export as was thought 
adequate to the demands of circulation; they cauſed the foreign gold 


and ſilver coin, to a certain amount, to be impreſſed with a G. R.; and 
"raiſed 
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raiſed the nuwerary value of the dollars from 6s. 6d. to 65. 89.; and 
of che milled doubloons from 41. 15. to 561. Here was an adyance 
of about 3 B/, her cent. on the filver, and of 4 2 L on the gold coin. 
A great temptation therefore offered to the debaſers of coin; this was 
naturally to be expected, and accordingly happened. Mints were ſet 
at work, not only 1 in the Northern, but! in the Dutch, and other colo- 
nies, to ſay nothing of the induſtrious coiners in, Jamaica, who, to gain 
theſe per cents, and as much more as they could, poured in ſo great an 
abundance, of baſe doubloons, as to interrupt the commerce of the 
iſland. Theſe coiners were not conſcientious enough to make their 
doubloons of more than 3/. value each, ſo that they drove on a trade 
very beneficial to themſelves, and ruinous to the iſland ; for all that 
the people gained by the event was, that their heavy money was 
bought up with this bale coin, and exported ; and thus, with all the 
of more money in circulation, they in fa& were reduced to 
leſs chan they had before the act paſſed Vet the counterfeit doub- 
loons were caGly to be detected, and no great number of them would 
probably have crept into circulation, if what generally happens in a 
dearth, whether of money or other neceſſaries, had not occurred at 
that time, viz. the inhabitants were glad to take for their preſſing oc> 
caſions almoſt any traſh, that wore the leaſt ſemblance or colour of 
money, rather than be wholly deſtitute, In regard to the hammered 
money, the making it paſs by weight muſt, as I have before remark- 
ed, have effectually put a ſtop to a counterfeit coinage of it, and 
thrown it at once out of circulation. We may, from this and other 
examples, conclude, that augmenting the current valuation of money 
can anſwer no purpoſe as a reſtraint upon exportation, but will gene- 
rally operate, more or leſs, to the impediment of trade. Thus it was 
obſerved, that the advance of one-fourth upon the real value of the fil- 
ver coined in France, purpoſely far the e of Canada, did not 
keep the money from going out of that colony. Experience proved, 
that money could not have a regular, circulation, nor-make any ftay 
there, but by paying in commodities for whatever was imported from 
France. In this caſe, the colony would have retained her money at 
home; but having not merchaudizes of ſufficient value and quantity 
to export, for all "he received, ſhe; was obliged to pay the balance in 
filrer, and thus all her money was drained back to France, by the ne- 
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ceſſary efſect of their mutual commerce? to this it is esd that 
their trade was never eſtabliſhed for either party, but 
continued declining until the Engliſh acquired the whole. Canada 
bad always drawn more from France than ſhe had been able to pay; 
doing juſt as a private perſon wou, WhO with un income of 3000 /, 
ſhould ſpend at the rate of 4000. Now, although Jamaica has more 
in value of native commodities to export, "than the amount of all ber 
imports, yet, in reſpe& of her North American commerce, ſhe is much 
in the ſame predicament as the Canadiatis were; for, if the North 

Americans will not take value fot value in commodities of the colony, 
it is the ſame in effect, as if no ſuch commodities exiſted; aud the be. 

lance is paid in the one caſe, 25 it'mult ever be in the other, with lber: 
which remark furniſhes the ſtrongeſt argument poſſible, to ſhew! the 
diſparity between her commerce with the mother country, and what 
the carries on with the North Americans. The latter ate to her asifo 
fond y foreigners, who, as it were, probibit her commodities in return 
what they: ſuppl y her with, and drain her of her ſpecie; hut the 
mother country encourages the growth" of the one, and leaves her in 
quiet pofleſſion of the other, or at leaſt the greater part of R, by tak- 
ing ſufficient of her commodities to anſwer the value of her Britifh and 
Iriſh ſupplies. It has been thought, however, that the Canadians drew 
no ſmall advantage by the money which annually came from France, 
to ſupport their eſtabliſhments. This was computed at 120,00 
crowns a year, wlüch furnifhed their circulation at leaſt fo well, 5 ü 

preſerve them from the dangerous expedient of a paper c currency; and, 
as the ſupply came regulatly, it 45 not fail of giving them a fenfible 
relief, even though the money returned home almoſt as ſoon as it could 
poſſibly be tranſported back again.” Further, all augmentations of the 
numerary value of the cutrent coin, muſt inevitably injure ereditors 
under permanent contracts, ſuch as bonds and' 1 and there- 
fore muſt prove extremely detrimental to many in 1 where ſo 
vaſt an amount of debts is continually refolved into ſecurities of this 
nature. A planter, for inſtance, when dollars are current at 6s. 6d. 
borrows 26001. upon bond or mortgage; the numerary value i̊ af- 
ter wards raiſed by an act of the legiſlature to 7 5.; and the planter tax- 
ing advantage of this law, repays the loan with this advanced denomi- 
nation. Ty this caſe, he has borrowed 000 dollars, which he repays 
8 with 
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with no more than 7428 4, and conſequently profits what the creditor | | 

is forced unjuſtly to loſe upon the contract, no leſs than 185 l. 147. 9. 1 | 
which comes to upwards of a year's intereſt upon his loan. If an aug- | 
mentation of this kind could be confined ſolely to what paſſes in the 
internal commerce from hand to hand, by way of barter, it would 
produce no ill eſſect whatever; but it is impoſſible, in a trading colony, 
to hindet it from intermixing with contracts, or accumulating in the 
merchant's Hands; and in regard to the merchant, whenever the in- 
trinſie value of the eurrent coin is not in exact proportion to the deno- 
mination, he will find the way of ſtriking the mee proportional; 
that is to fa, if the juſt value of a dollar be 6. 6d. and no more, he 
will not give more goods for a thouſand of them, current at the in- 
creaſed denomination of '75., than he would” have given for the ſame 
number at the juſt rate of 6 f. 6 d. There is no doubt, but that ad- 
vantages in trade have been taken of che planters under this cireum- 
ſtarice ; for, however they may vary the denominations of their cur- 
rent ſilver, no alteration is produced by it, for the better, upon tbe 
market value of their produce; ſince, the exehange between the iſland: 
and Great Britain continuing the fame, and the value of their produce 
being meaſured by the riſe and fall at the Some marker, and not by the 
fluctuations of their currency, che traders in Jamaica will ſell their 
goods, and buy the planter's produce, according to the mtrinſic' value, 
and not according to the current denomination of the coin; or rather, 
I ſhould fay, they will more generally take advantage of che denomi- 
nation when it is increaſed, and (ell their goods agreeably to it, though 
they will not receive produce in payment at the ſame rate. Thus, 
ſuppoling the dollar raiſed to 7 6. they will ſell only a nominal 2600 J. 
worth of their goods, the real worth of which is no more than 
24 14 J. 58. 3 d.; and receive payment in produce, eftimated, according 
to the former price of the dollar, at the intrinfic value 2600. An: 
augmentation of the numerary value ofs the currency is therefore the 
ſame in effect as raiſing the price of the traderès goods ſo much per 
cent. above their accuſtomed market rate. The trader will make a 
further profit, by importing dollars from foreigners at par, and ſending; 
them into circulation: at their, augmented. rate. Firſt, he will gain by. 
exchanging them at their advanced value for the planter's produce; 
next, he will gain, when theſe dollars return to him again, in exchange 
for: 


may either ſend them bacl again into circulation, or export 
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bn ood 8 cha. a poing eie ec, he 
at 
the ſame price at which he imported: them. It is poſſihle, that. the 


Coin, thus xaiſed in temumegarymaluev may kireulate for a vero 
time: chat is, it will oontinue toeguiculate ſo long as the traders. find 
it more convenient to their intereſt, to draw advantage from the plan- 

ters bx ſufſering it to remain, than to ſhip, ĩt away ip gemittancs:. but 

whenever ſugarst er bills cannot be had at: ſuch, a price, or egurſe of 
draught, as to. ſorm a good remittance; or, that there is an exiraordi- 


noety demand for ſilver at the Britiſh market; or that, by failure of 


crops, on other cauſetz, the balance of trade lies againf the iſland: the 


traders will collect the ſilvet money, not too much impaired in weight, 
and remit it to their corrtſpondents. As, by a debaſement or ad- 
vance of the coin, the merꝭ hants profit by never loſing fight: of the 
nominal price, compared with the intrinſic, and raiſing their goods 
, proportionably in rate: ſo, if the coin ſhould. be made current at a 


price: below its-intrinfic value: ĩt cannot! poſſibly remain in, circulation; 
but all: that eſcapes the melting: pot, or clipper, will be ſent away as 


merehandize. It is of importance therefore, to fix its. gurrent value 
by a true: and in variable ſtandard, or at leaſt, as near to it as poſſible. 
Ibe act of 6th Geo. III. requires the fil ver received for dyties in Ame- 
;ricasto.be of g 6. 64. the ounce iceling:. this then, muſt be regarded as 
the ſtandard: by which the current value mould be aſcertained, eſpeci- 
ally as ĩt ĩs the meine price now generally given for ſilver at the Lon- 
don market. The dollar, at 55,6 4. the ounce, is worth 4. 9.46 
Nerliog, which is equal to 6 4. 8d. eight: tenths Jamaica currency. If 
we were, therefore, to conſider the ſilver coin here merely relative to 
the circulation, or internal commerce of the iſland, and not as an arti- 
cle of merchandize, the dollar ought to paſs here at 65, 8 d., inſtead 
of 6.5. 6 d. its preſent rate. But the operations of trade will not admit 
of this diſtinction; and the misfortune is, that if the legiſlature ſhould 
make them current at 64. 8 d., the merchants would immediately, by 
a proportionable rife in the rate of their goods, find means to collect 
them as uſual, and remit them as merchandize. The merchant at 
preſent buys them in Jamaica dt 4 d, and ſells them in London 
at 4c. 91 d., or about 2. 45. 8 Hl. per cent. profit; but as we are to 


. oppoſe to this the charges of remittance, 10 the preſent rate of 65, 6 d. 


I will 
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Vr not be unh tc vary tntich om the true per of exthinge be- 
tween" the. two cottntries.” The advantages of fuch a dee bave 
been ſuppoſed confiderable, becauſe it 8 obletved' chat the Jews; who 
ech mans thelr returns from the Relg ring continent in ſpecie, 
will never pay any money that "comes to 3 their” bands, and is bf due 
weight, but either remit it upon their Gf aWitnts, Ur Ape of It to 
the merchants and factors for light money ; /oh WARN rehab ftieh they 
receĩve a premium of 4, 5. or even, 67. Fer cent. for the exdhinge $ - 
which premium the merchants could not afford to pay Y, if they were 
not reciprocal gainers in the event. But, I think, it Is not fafe to aſ- 
ſert, that a remitter of dollars, purchaſed Ws 167 5, 64. the preſent 
current value, may be always a gainer; for as the charges attendant 
upon the remittance are large, and the price of filver may fluctuate at 
the London market, ſo it ſhould rather be deemed an adventure in. 
trade, which may, or may not, turn to account; though in general, 
perhaps, the certainty of ſuch à mode of payment, which is not ſub- 
ject to all the caſualties and waſte of ſugars or rum, nor, like bills of 
exchange, to delay and proteſt, may compenſate for che charge of. re- 
mittance, in paying a balance of account between merchant and mer- 
chant During the laſt war, the price of filver was extremely varia 
ble in London; in the year 1761 it Was 5 85 4. per ounce, of 2 d. 
better per ounce than at preſent; t was therefore, at that time, a very 
eligible remittance, It will be owned, that the value of dollars (en- 
ſitle red às a commodity in trade) js one thing, and their value in circu- 
lation another. They" are certainly diſtin, if the circulation in any 
country can be diſengaged whol] from the purſuits of external com- 
merce ; but {616 long as they connect together, or act and re- act upon 
one another, it ſecms difficult, if not impracticable, to regulate the 
value by any other way, than a deterininate ſtandard, Which may ac- 
commodate to each object; the preſent rate therefore of 65. 64, though 
in fact too lo for the circulation (imply conſidered), Is juſtly ſup- 
poſed to come neareſt the par of exchange between this and Britain, 
or gol; fer cent.; 3 for, ſuppoſing the average value of the dollar to be 
45 94. ſtetling in London, then, 65. 69. being at: 40 l. per cent. ex 
change equal to 45. 7 4. ſterling, the difference is only one penny 5 
halfpenny, or a little more than 2 per cent., which was the price of 
freight in Tat War. In judging therefore. on the advantage or diſad- 
| vantage 
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dered ; as, the price of freight, the rate of inſurance, the price of ſilver 


in London, and the quality of the dollars to be remitted, i. e. whether 


| light or heavy; but, ſuppoſing the dollars of good weight, the price of 
Ar London 52. dee freight and other char ges 47. 

per cent.; we may enen compa 58 of ſuch a moi: in 

the following, many,” Wia 85 A 

A Jew is to remit A 04 2: 3 1 to FE Landes, corre- 

3; he ſends one. third by bills of dans, drawh payable at 

8 ght; one tbird at 60 days; and the Nn thirdin dol- 


5 purchaſed in Jamaica, at 6.5. 64. each. 


T6; bills of erchan at SY 1 1 he, 

t value; 81555 A 1 978 8 0 (currency. 
By loſs of five months intereſt, computing the] 7 A5 
voyage home, and time the We e 4 7 * 91 
y dommiffien to themerchant 3 R a it. 
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-'To 3000 Jollars, purchaſed at 6.5. 64. wars 975 r 

wt. 2600 oz, prime colt, is 
. Totheir produce in London, at gs. 6d. Per oz. 1001 0 0 
< u e es N intereſt 
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and commiſfion, computed, in n 

time of peace, at 4 /. per cent. % 2, 48 197 _ 

. - vis. freight and infurance on CLE | 7. — —— 

9751. and commiſſion 4 on| Nett Nr areead 952 2 E 
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The remittance in dollars then, under theſe circumſtances, appears 

much more eligible than good bills at ninety days, and ſomewhat ſu- 


per lor 
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perzon toþdodlbilly'ar\fixry duys fi td fender bills pre ougl 
to bs — rm Gays Which ate 3 at 


Feng M. cher iIondon} thought Hot qu toit at gs 8, or 
tlie riet to bort ing ſottie part of tlid taſks wn The lufance of 
plautets bilis tas! generally been at ſiutyidays: to this inconvenience 
off long unde they re ſiibjected by tian uture of their remittance, 
which cd not be donverted into moueyi in leſt time than td months 
from its artival in port; and as the market Hias grown more plentifully 
fncked with frigars of Lite Fitars,” by, the increaſe-and improvement of 
our Weib Indis Setthetneiits/ifo/it/vonſequently: happened, thiat the ſu- 
gars lan longer an the nicrehant's hands befdre they could be brought to 
an chan tsge cis ſale; ad langer credit is given to the ſugat· bakers, R 
and nber mle alen, tü indutr them broommg'buyers;; by which means 
the vſance is no protracted to macty days, or about three months 
(reckoning the days of grace), and may: frobably be ſpun out ſtill 
longer, ik the markct-at home, by an inereaſing annual importation, 
ſkpuld eff ſhgars/to: become a drugſin the merchabt's hands. As 
A continued! ſcarcity | of ſugar therefore at- the home market would 

ive what came to it a quick ſale, proportioned: to the exigency of 

demand, and enable the planters to drawy their bills at a ſhort 

fight; ſo a; tardy ſale i and flow demand, muſt neceſſarily protract 
the uſange of their bills : and hence, conſidering the preſent ſtate of 
the Tugar trade, and the rapid improvements likely to be made in 
our. Weſt India ſettlements, upon the aſſiſtance of foreign loans, it is 
reaſonable to coneludg, that ſugar, from the quantity to be imported, 
will every year grow leſs and leſs entitled to a prompt ſale, and 
the planters bills in proportion be drawn at a longer uſance, and there- 
fore more and more deprgeiated as remittance, in compariſon with 
ſilver money; ſo that every thing indeed ſeems conſpiring to promote 
the drain of foreign coin from theſe colonies, until no more remains, 
adapted for remittance; in the courſe: of their trade with Britain and 
America; for I think it vety ĩmprobable, that the planters in general 
ſhould ever arrive at that degree of independence and high:credity as 
to be intirely el. ear of debt, and able to draw bills on their merchants 
payable at ſo tort alight as to on ud a ger 60 a eee in 
ſpecĩie. 5445 yl 1 41 1 br | N 902 "WE 010 3 
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| ion, in will certainly/be: prudent for them: 
W eee. relief; leſt they ſhould, in a 
few years more, com ſuddenly torexpetianice*niore diſtreſs, froni the 
total laſa of all their heavy ſilyer, than: they hatt bitherto/lamented,: 
under only a partial depri vation uf it : the firſt and moſt obvious re- 
medy will be, the retrieving their credit by ſome: effective laws; the 
next, by taking all proper: meaſures to get cut cob debt, and learting 
to think a moderate; but diſendumbertil, fortune much eafier attain- 
able better preſt red und more comſprtable in the enjoyment, 
than a vaſt i ſpeculatiue one / under the con ſtant: oppreſſion of heavy 
intereſt, lavv- ſuits, a ſetvile dependence, "andiranocating ankiety of 
mind. Palliati des here will only procure at beſt a; temporaryirelief; 
they muſti lay the axe to the very rhõ,. of the evil}; and, in addition 
to hat V have already preſumecb tu ſuggeſt, ſome enquiry ſhould be 
made into the real tireumſtances of their trade with North America: 
asl as ſome care be Hd of their money Wanted for common cĩrau- 
lation; or ſome mæeans tried" far ſupplyin To: wag” "before ie is) 
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THE RRE are: induſtrious Jews in this iſland, who! 4 on a 
profitable buſineſz by purchaſing» dellurs nb Tall uf Mie eld plate, 
which-are of bad quality. According ito the preſent dend mihatibns of 
the currency, à fingle dollar of 6. 64 paſſes in enehange for ten- ry. 
als; which, at 524. ech, amount to nο⁰ 1e aH 6 5. 5d. r 3% per 
dollar toſs to the perſon who changes for theſe ryals: The pürchaſer 
thereſure of one thouſand dollars; for Wich ten thoufuind Fyals are 
paid, at the ufuał rate of vento a dollar, gains iüffanefy 427, Tr. by 
chis deſeſt in the eſtabliſhment of the iſtand curreney ; and 22. more 
by the difference in che value per ounee. This feſs Bs chiefly fallen 
upon the ſoldiers and indented tradeſmen, io cha ve received their pay 
and: wages in dollars, and were obliged to lay tem out immediately 
in the purchace of ſmall neceſſaries, chiefly among the Jewiſh ſhop- 
keepers, MWh have made very wr re ren} by” the exchange. 
This: remark; and others which I have oecafionally* touched upon, 
may ſerve to ſhew the expediency of a minor coin in the iſland, pro- 
n to the greater, _ the 1 elaſs of inhabitants rhay not. 

| JA ſuffer 
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| Laſſer ſuch defalentions from. the | Iittle-itheyorecdive for their ſubſiſt- 
netz for this is un ppb HHN upon them; and oughtz0 if pollible, 10 
beiremoved ; but which muſt nn continue while the ſtandard 
value f every dollar is thr ve the ſtandarqtꝭ value af the 
miner coin, or ryals; and hile there is no other coin introduced ad- 
equate to the fraftion of three : pence. This leads me to obſer ve, that, 
perhaps, a ſmall copper coin, might be found extremely convtment 
Mete, as enabling the lower tlaſa uf inhabitants not only to c. 
change: tha. fibver vithout a drawback, but like wiſe to keep down 
the pν,eef the ſmall neceſſaries of life 3 which is a matter that has 
been thought of great importance to every trading community: 

anch is eſpecially of moment to this iſland, here the: Negroes, hb 
Fupply the markets with ſmall ſtock, and other neceffaries, as well us 
the white families ſupplied from thoſe markets;| muſt be very much 
Aiſtreſlod, if they ſhould ever be wholly deprived of a minor currenoy 
acoomodated to their dealings with each other. For theſe reaſons it 
has been-always:found adyiſenble to preſerve farthings and · halfpence of 
topper in the Britiſh eireulation, fo the fake of the poorer inhabitants. 


The intriaſicvalus ef an halfpenny curreney being equal to one farthing 
_Gub:tetiths gterling/ a: on might he ftrecle in Great Britain of this pro- 
portion, which would ſuit in change fer che ſilver money now cur- 
rent. Two hundred thouſand of them, which probably might be 
fathelent,” would cot only 2, 345 l 155. 4d; ſterling. They might 
be impreſſed with the arms of the Hand on theit reverſe, and be ſent 
over in any of his majeſty's. ſhips! ordered tb the Ration; by which 
4heir! freight! would be ſaved. Theſe, "together with the ryals öf 
old plate, would probably continue always. in circulation; and ſupply, 
to a great extent, the neceſſities of tlie internal commerce; whilft, at 
the' fame time, they world eſtabliſhi# meaſure Tot the loweſt kinds of 
barter, or traffic, that can be carried on by the Neproes,- and poorer 
| houſckeepers,” who are put to great difficulty and loſs, by having no 
other than a ſilver eurreney, of tob High value for their ordinary 
occaſions, The inhabitants would grow more thrifty than at prefent 
they are; for they being accuſtomed to handle none other but a filver 
coin the loweſt denomination wherevf* is equal to five-pence ſterling, 
learn to ſet no higher value upon five-pehce; than an Engliſh beggar 
does on a furthing: laſtly, dy having a competent ſtock of ſmall 


4D 2 money 


a JAR 2A 0 {ot 
Boney foritheufual-necefſirics.ofilif; the-inhabitantsviould;bectnic 
leſs enſihle of any inconvenience: by tlic loſa of their heavy filver, 
which might then paſs away from; the iſland. in courſe of trade, with- 


out producing any material eſſect upon the circulation: I may here 
remark, what bas ae e eee eee ee ear 


a ee een en by or upon a bh e fours and nature of that 
trade but, hen it is ſpoken of : merely.as:relative/ta internal com- 
meree, or meaſure of value among the inhabitants for their marketing, 
and other triſſinq dralings: with each then, Are mot toy affix the 
lame ideas toi its operation. Tie inhabitants, in this calc, have only 
10 l agree amocig themſelves häte the. mraſüre of value ſhall be, 
and one ſubſtance will: ſerxen the purpoſe altoſt as well as another; 
ſo, among a people thus circumſtanced, a money of bra(s; irbn, lead, 
or even leather, might ſupport a due cculation, equal to their ordi- 
wary; Wantz. To, make this ideg more plain, we we may aſſimilate this 
| propleicke.a parcel of Lehel - boys lining dogether in a Kind: diſſinct 
community, who, call. leaden, dumpryrto. frhich they give A certain de- 
terminate value, and whichi:paſy current among them ſtom hand to 
hand, in exchange for marbles, preg og and. the other commodi- 
dies of ſimilar nature, which they uus, poſſe gt, they; ſtep! he- 
youd, theirjpwnlittlejcirele, and extend their dealings with the. paſtry- 
coglk, or che pup re laden curtepeꝝ here! firſt; altess)its effect; 
and, if it; be;adpnitted. ah; all. 38 c meaſure in.this Horenſie commerce. 
K, will, be received. y the gaftzyqook or, top-man.oaly, for its-iptrinfic 
worth: „ leathern money, was formerly, introduced in, France, in be 
eitel eir King John, who was taken, priſoner by the Boglith, i. 
Among many of the African ſtates they hays, at this day, no other 
currency, than, opties, cr ſhells, ©, Formerly,.the, great trading towns 
in, England, had thai, reſpeRive;.coingges, and even che tradeſmen. of 
different claſſes were Privileged to coin their piivate copper farthings, 
or tokens, for che conveniency.of paying their workmen: 
+ All ;light.and, bad, money; bas, the fame, operation; the merchants 
refuſe to meddle 7 be Noe is thrown hack. to circulate! chiefly/in 
the. retail brapch. of interna nee in which its palſage from one 
e eee 5 9 5 by hat its ipperfeRtions Nan notice. We 


may 


* CEA 


TO k 


_ Book u cer, VI. —— 


but 


te tate their 2518 N with 1 pole Ae gat are 
A fort of middle-men, between them and the merchant i importers ; j theſe 
ſhopkeepers, who, for the major part , are Jews, look with great cir- 
8 the coin they receiv Tae knowing, "that af i it is too 

wing: on the e ö whenever there- 


g as . beavy money can. be pie 

up; ood had 15 2 il ſhopkeepers begin to cry down 155 
light and coutiterfejt coins; ; the Negroes are unab ble to carry, on their 
trafic; and a Gen confuſion. enfiies, * This has very lately been 
the caſe, and proved the ſource of much hardſhip to them. When 
mier Was abundant it in the ifland, they found ſome remedy . for the 
want of a minor coin, by making an imaginary diviſion of, the ryal 
in their dealings with the retail ſhops : they were able, for inſtance, to 

ly cheinſelves with ſmall quantities of four or five different com- 

ities 'for one ryal; but, as ſoon as the light and bad money was 
cried dowh, their” di Mtrſles/ muſt have 4d very lamentable ; for a 
Negroe, 
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„Whatever endeavours, 34 pſed, or 1 wi be Ae to 
Fetain A ant quantity. coin, 335 Fonxenience of 
the inhabitants ; $5 WE. may. be; A lured, t In the Lap 50 of "41 
external. trade, it impof 
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the Balance with r 4705 th Cn. rapartion a3 produce 
at. Jar iaica is und ervalued the. traders, . Op Ws ene ae 

eneral « di We Or tro at too. long fight, { 9 wall th Je demand 

Ea b 501 the mercantil e : people f for BY, ang 17 5 to 
up F 00 j in proportion #5 this. 5 nd ingreaſes, gold 
| oy Alber fo AR 2, "muſt become Farcgr in the the 1 e 40 
What h 5 l n the ; Northey he £9lames, where, the inhabitants 
ot 3 5 A Wa in "value of exports, to e the whole 
de mand, in return for their Britiſh, 1 imports ; the price of Fer 
them roſe in Proportion to the balance of debt again} them; 
"rate of their, currency was advanced by law, year; after car, 1 
a 115 Were oblig ed to ſubſtitute | paper bills, in a, place of metals; and 
2 raiſed the ies with Great Britain, till 7 ſhillings. ſlerling be- 
came equal, 5 ome of the provincęs to 1h, nominal currency, or 
one Pond ſterling £qu to ten currency; F which is an evil, that 1 
5 the legiſlature. of Jamal 17 mi ard againſt by every pru- 
oo meaſure ; and bap ppy 5 that 1 fk hint I baye: preſumed. to 
fer may Greet them | to at MAual remedy ;. 15 e 1] have 
entüre (oO "handle i 18 intricate in its nature; Jet, it We may be al- 
lowed'to 0 judge of it by analogical reaſoning, it ſeems, I think, pro- 
bable, that as the individuals, who are thrifty and diſencumbered.. of 
debt, have generally a cbmmand of money, ſo the fame rule of con- 
duct, when tee to by a whole community, may lead them into 
poſſeffion of the ſame advantage; in this view, the ſyſtem of ma- 
nagement purſued 4 one wiſe man, is but an epitome of what, the 
muſckude ſhould follow; ; and nations may ſeem to acquire their cre- 
dit, opulence, and independency, in the ſame track of ceconomy, by 
which * fortunes are gradually improyed, and brought to ma- 
turity. 
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tutity. It may be a proper fupplement to theſe rematles, if Loud 
now cloſe this ſection with ſome cautions to the planter, in forming 
his mercantile intereourſe. Whilſt I beſtow all due encomium upon 
the heal merehants of this iſland, who are men of worth, and adtu- 
ated by the moſt generous principles, I cannot withhold my ſtrictures 
from theſe low 'retailers; and huckſters here, who arrogantly ſtyle 
themſelves merchants,” although they ate the mere ſeum and offal of 
trade, reſembling thoſe ſcrophulous exerefeencies of the law, called 


pettifoggers, Who likewiſe take the liberty of entitling themſelves 
lawyers, although utterly unworthy ef being clafſed among that ho- 
nourable [otiety. Theſe pedlar- merchants are the very bane of Ja- 
malen and againſt them I muſt adviſe all the inexperienced planters 
to ſtand perpetually on their guard. No raes of mankind are more 
proſligate, more griping and extortionate; more replete with quirks, 
quibbles, lies, arts, and decent. of every kind, than this ſpecies of ver- 
min. No perſons ean be more liberal in offers of eredit, or inveigle, 
nay even Fg their goods upon the unwary platites; with more 
ſpecious/lures of flattering and friendly language; but none are more 
inexorable and inhuman in exacting payment, even to the ruin of the 
unfortunate man who confides i in them. Add to this, that they are 
continually in litigation, which as it brings them acquainted with all 
the ſophiſtry andiniquity of law-juggle, ſo they are tlie better enabled, 
in colluſion with the deputy marſhals; to ravage a debtor's: proper- 
ty, and perſecute him: to the utmoſt with the more unfeelii rigour 
and cruelty. The beſt.apology! to bet made for them is that they 
chiefly ſell on commiſſion, and therefore may ſeem to bo under a 
neceffity either of gathering- in their debts, and remitting within a 
certain time, or hazarding the future favour of their conſtituents at 
home. Having no capitals of their own; nor any extenſive corre- 
ſpondence, theit dealings are proportionally limited; it is out of tbeir 
power to advance for the planter the means of improving his eſtate, but 
they are armed with the! means of deſtroying it. An eager chirſt for 
gain, and anxiety to make quick ales of the — entruſted to them, 
induce them to ſell without much diſcrimination or enquiry: who- 
ever chuſes, may run in their debt; but thoſe planters are more particu- 
n Lad or nil of the ri art ready to con- 
A track 
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"np an one dhe will rot, abem.;5419,byy.gogds "OY 
cut enquizing the; Price, ,and\ſertle, a,lowgi accounts, Feng 
heir ee upon any; other part, off! it) thaw the am total. Aua ein 
They think it ampoſſible, that, a. man, who prof le lojmuch fi 4 
chip and eſteem i ſon them s bo intereſts, himielf fo af, intheir 
afſleirs 3 treats them / with ſuch . profuſion of, ;Sivility ang; defe- = 
rence ; and flatterʒ their pride ſo agreeably, in the moſt ſerxile and 
 fawning terms, can wil to ſerve himſelf. at ie expenet of their cre- 
dulity. A falſe pride, and affectation of conſequence, make me 
planters put che beſt fuce on tbeir affpirs, and lead tbemo go inconſi- 
dertely into hemes for aggtandising their) foutunes ; in to great 
hurry do be rich, they are always poor; not ſatisbed to gro opulent 
by and gominue independent as they proedegs,1th chey too 1 — 0 
| plunge themſelueh deeper than is confiltent [with theleLafetyic: Theſe 
| happyianemſes. themſelves cheated, Jand;canpot belp eee 9 
art no langer. maſterz oa. their, time, or the produce of | their Jabours; 
cheir eſſetis aue Md ſted, out of their hands, and the pe ve juſt what 
te pedlar cehuſes ti allow. hey muſt take their common ſupplics 
at the moſti unconſcionable price, and date: not complain, nor con- 
trovert any article : they} buy. the vileſt goods. at the dear eſt rate of 
the market, and are forerd: to ſell Their owↄ7 produce at the cheapeſt. 
The account wells every year, Ing tedufiion is mad, diktreſſee lin- 
etreaſe; and, nt length, when they are broken;down wän Etigut and 
chagrin, cheit eſtateis brougbt to a ſale, and w in ſcarcely pay their debts; 
the pedlar then fteps n, and makes it ſeem an obligation \conterred; 
if he condeſcends ta take poſſeſſion of i It, 19; full of all demands, * No 
fortune can wichſtand the wiles and ſtratagems incident to theſe 
knaviſh connexions ;; yet, the circumiſtances I have! deſcribed have 
fallen to the lot of numberleſs planters, who truſted too implieitly the 
of their pretended mercantile friends, and ſuffered them 


fai 
ſelves: toibe conducted Rep by ſtep into bankruptcy; and the grave. 
Lwould ſeriouſly /adviſe the honeſt planters. not to ſhift his buſineſs 


from one correſpondent to another, merely that by Jo doing be may 
be enabled to multiply his credit for a time ; ben this practiot comes 
to be detected, as it may eaſily be, he muſt expet᷑t no quarters from 
any of them; for no perſon in trade will repoſe) any confidence in a 


man who varies his dealings fo artfully, aud contrives to run in debt 
| with 


— 
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attained, he need not fear to have all che ſcope of credit allowed once 
that any reaſonaple man can expect; nor need he fear to obtain ex- 
traordinaty aſſiſtance, if any unforeſcen calamity ſhould, befall his af- 
fairs. * for theſe: — nr -who have — in- 


Well as unjuſt debts,” if they n and een a * allow 
ce of time, which their inſatiable and perſecuting factor refuſes to 
grant; let me recommend to all who are in this predicament, to mort- 
ge their eſtate, without delay, to a merchant of known integrity: 
it is better even to truſt a man of reputed integrity, than a hotorious 
pick- pocket: : it is better to bear the burthen and heat of the day 
bor the genflemun, than the villa. To conelude, let them ſhudder 
at the thought of giving up their labour and inherſtance to fugitive 
tranſitory ſtrangers, whoſe regard for them, or the land in which they 
live, extends no further than the proſpe& of exacting a ſpeedy and com- 
petent fortune out of both; on which they have in view, to maintain 
themſelves comfortably in ſome other part of the world. In the 
iſland, the merchant of fixed reſidence, large capital, and liberal ſen- 
timents, ſhould be ſought after, in preference to theſe birds of paſſage : 
in forming a connexion with a merchant in Britain, the choice may 
be regulated by the advice of ſome opulent and experienced planter ; 
and although mock-merchants are to be found even here, yet, for the 

rality, the Weſt India merchants in- Britain are men tenacious of 
their character, and abhorrent of mean practices; theſe are the men, 
who; ſatisfied with holding a reſponſible ſecurity in the property and 
toils” of the planter, will patiently contribute their ſupport till his 
mine is dug, 474 the ore brought to that degree of perfection in the 


furnace, as to o enrich «nd res g both parties [4 1. 7 
22176 ri 8E 0 T. 
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100% Since eb was ind. the aff (1 3th Geo. LI. cap. 14.) paſſed, « for encouraging 
« the ſubjects of foreign ſtates to lend money upon the ſecurity of freehold and leaſchold eſtates in 
* any of his Majeſty's colonies in the Ig, Indies, Sc.“ 
Vo. I. 4E Whüilſt 
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of partament hile i its becauſe, ſeveral evil co 
RR a ey "TIN Ik of ptoperty in dur 
mem ta Ware in the profits of conſigu ment; and ſume other objeQions were alſo taken upon other 


* + - 


pony, which, ſeemed to have been grounded oe Ge act, aa it. was 
eſe,oby were over-ruled, and the act, after ſev 1 alterations, 5 
its pteſen orm. v, Rick it Neſs exceptidnable. W BR 3 0 horde 


1 took its rife from the diſtreſſect condition fl any ; principat landholders and. ſettlers na te 


cd .iflands, who had purchaſed lands at a very exorbitant price, and borrowed ly to ſet- 
tle them: the returas Peigg berhg no eee to the ſangulne expectations they . they 
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Wands. at a vaſt price; that, the late bankru | 
eerie) aal al nn. in which it 6 8 18 the-eolonies were 


To f. and valuable, cha 
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advances. 
W. e a.tenth par of the land- in Mole lands was yet brought under cultivation; and 


of that tenth, rover belingettto eee Danses. 
unleſs aſſiſted h . 

That = being 2 the haſt pra of Kitling them by wha SF aa lunch of ches within the 
Britiſh dominions,. the greateſt part of them muſt revert eee re 
remain uncultivated and uſeleſs,. unleſs loans were procured: - Tr nmotrentte 8 „5 þ 

Tat the increaſed quantity of money by means of forejgn loans, would produce. the happieſt 
effects upon. the Britiſh ſhipping,. commerce, and manufadtures,. by finding more employment for 
the firſt, tore marerials for the ſecond, and more extenſive conſumption for the... 

That foreigh loans would; not tend to raiſe the price of Negroes or utenſils; / for that the plant- 
ers, with money in their hands, would, he enabled to make more pundval and rogular payments, 
be ſu lad Lan, and at a cheaper rate than they were at that time. 

* Thar fuch loans would not lower the price of ſugar. For, R 
may be greatly increaſed by them; yet, the ixcreaſe will be gradual and, eu befides, the oonſump- 
tion, of ſugar is thought to be every = increaſing in Europe and America, and will continue to do 
ſo. That the principal part of the increaſed. quantity of fugar has come from Jamaica and Gra- 
nada; both of which are now in their prime ; and that i bigh time theirs younger lers ſhould be 
uſhered into. the world, and accompliſhed as children of the ſame parent. That ſome of the old 
iſlands are daily falling off, and Dominica is more adapted to the. culture of coffee and cacao, than 
ſugar. That the additional quantity, therefore, to be expected from St. Vincent and Tobago, cannot 
be Ga capable of influencing the market, when we. conſider at RAY population in 
our 
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numerous and valuable e predqnctions, and the money imported. From 
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our eee and ſince this articlo is deemed by the very loweſt claſs of the people, in 
the remote parts of Great Britain and Ireland, as g real neceflary of life, That it i kkeniſe male 
ing its way intothe extenſive empire of Ruſia, which (it is Capoſeaſe way, ina bew years, take off 
from us an inmenſe quantity of that produce} ſo that the proprietom of eſtates in the old iſcandi 
need not fear any diminution of price from any ĩncreaſe of quantity in the n jflands; which, 
there is the greateff reaſon to believe, will not keep pace. with the increaſe of conſumption.” 

Theſe are the moſt material illuſtrations I have ſeen upon the ſubject; from whence it is very 
that the new j//ands were meant to be ſerved at the expence of the old; and, notwithſtand- 
ing the itiferegces are plauſible; yet there ĩa much remaigs to be proved, that is taken for granted, 
and muſt be left to the teſt of time and experience. Ik My 9.097 fs very large 
debt, contrafted by the new ceded i/lands; and money ſtood e olland for that purpoſe: 
bus ks nor Go cerminy thee the Dunch mill edronce args Often e other iſlands that may 
be defirqus of borrowing; or, that fuch will redound, in the end greatly to the advantage 
of the kingdom, as has been ſpeciouſly The beſt; to be hoped from the ſcheme is, 
that if there is really that want of money in the kingdom, the Weſt India merchants or middle-men 
may borrow from foreigners, to lend out in the colonies; and if they can take up their loans at 
344 or L an., chere will be a ſaving to dhe nation annually of 1.54 or 1/. per cent. on the 
ſeore of im f. But taking the matter the other way, it 1s, acknowledged, that not the produce 
from our Weſt India iſlande is ſpent or conſumed in Great Britain and Ireland if foreigners there 
fore advance upon the credit of this, act to our planters, without the i intervention of a A 
it is clear, they will gain or draw from this kingdom annually g. er cent, on the ſums ſo advanced; 
whichbwill be Ih a praportionably large amount to the principal lent. 

I we mt this principal at ci millions ferling, I belieye it will be thought n not. too wick for 
what de ee at an average in. all our 3, for we may be aſſured, that the call there'for 
loans will-increnſe in proportion to the facility of meeting with. money-lenders; but Gans Fo the 
whole at two millions, the annual ſum then drawn out. of the. kingdom, by foreigners will 

200,0004.; and as it is certain this loſs muſt fall upon the national ſtock, ſo this act operates 
really 3 in the ſame manner, as if the nation (not her / India ſettlers) had borrowed, the money; 
it makes no difference in the balance of political arithmetic; - and” then the matter comes to this 
queſtian,, Whether the, nation might not. have. borrowed ſo. much money u pon a lower intereſt,” 1. 4. 
upon more advantageous, conditions? and what will be her genuine profit per aunum (deducting 
10a, oool.) upon, the. increaſed quantity of produce to be made in conſequence of this loan, ſup- 
poling ſhe ſhould conſume all that increaſed quantity herſelf, and re- export none to Ruſfia? I ſhould 
de glad to ſee theſe queſtions ſatisfactorily anſwered; Moreover, I much doubt the truth of che 
grounds upon which ſome other, of the poſitions are. built, I doubt if there is really that want of 
money in the kingdom; or whether, if the colonies had offered 61, per cent., which is 11 per tent, 
better than che money-lenders in Great Britain can make by lending at home, they might not have 
been ſupplied with , all that was abſolute ly neceſſary for them, without any loſs to the nation. The 
contrary) I know, 1s ſtated in the preamble « of the act, ih order to juſtify the meaſure; but, although 
the — — may be ſaid, on this accoubt, to have recognized the fact, yet, I believe, there are 

who ſeriouſly regard it in this light, Upon the very principles of the arguments 
n and more gradyal | the increaſe of produce advances, the longer will the loan con- 
npaid, and the more money win. go out of the kingdom for intereſt, If it be ſaid, that che 
jen willy his rem, and recover his principal by bringing the mortgaged premiſes to a fale; 


this is not likely to happen , ſo long as h he can receive punQual Fee of 50. per cent, intereſt; 
4 E 2 but 
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| eee it airings 4c omni cel u phloem bom panda K 
| the act gives an effectual mode of proceedibg gain the 'borrower;! ſo the lattet will thinkthimſelf 
under a. ſtronger obligation to pay his intereſt punctually, that he may claim the longer time for 
ayment of the p principal; Which de will be in bo Hurry es diſcharge, op Jong es any- part of his ; 
remains 3 42 arne G10 7 Mat tia wry 1d men Hare nnd 24 
"That bis dr may be of forces Sean drew {ele wh tive good Lewin Ts dasses 
but, ing general nations! view, I clin only regard it an opportunity yiven-to foreigners, of lend- 
A g b. e Kev of the e ſth, tn ot» tu baron hey bore Aon ter th 
are able to gain by purchaſing intq the public funds of this; dr-any-otherfiate-in Europe. 

It may be acceptable, aſter what has been faid, to'give the” heads of dle act: - Wed bs ion 
. 2. ſtates the difficulty of procuring Joans from the ſubjefts of this kingdom, and enacts that 
aliens may lend. money, on L of ies Is Mets Wer di See, n need 

exceeding. 5 l. per cent. per a . WO Wa LURE cm #> 
<a That, in caſe-of non-payment, ſuits nay be brought und proſecuted by fuck aliens; or their | 
attarnies, at common: law, or in che court of chancery in the reſpeAtive colony, praying a decree - 
for-ſale; and the plaimiff or complainant. be;entitled to the ſame remedy for debt and coſts due, as - 
any Britiſh. ee Ta Hane inlet the aftual r 
premiſes. * Ves 4; * 

* —— $: tk dec he le of funk margogel priſe, where de mann 
has conſented. to a ſale... ny 
. Service af urin ar proceſy of the tourt on the known attroty or agent of flick alten refiditg 
within the juriſdiction, to be deemed good ſervice; and, in cafe the defendaus ſhall not appear a . . 
TTT A7—J—1—ö ̃ vwu 1 
e r % e 7 

5. The. aliea. mongages; refuſing: zo receive payment.of the ſum when lawfully (endeted, tHe 
morigager. is, in that eaſe, to pay, the fame-iuto the bank of England, with the privity'of the 
accountant-general of the high court of chancery of England, purſuant to the method direfted by 

at 12 Ged. I. and according to the general rules of court, and of act bets" for I 
of the mortgagee, his executors, &c.. and to be veſted in govertiment ſecurity, © 


6. 4 —— 


BO R hm I. 581. 
| Add all their fradtionsg or minor aliqugt,picoes, were proportionably | 
rated. The act of Parliamemt paſſed 6 Queen Anne (15%) ch. 30, 
aw order. to, remedy the inconveniences that attended the different 
rates, at which the ſame. ſpecies of foreign / filver coin were current 
itt the American cdlonies; | endeavoured to reduce them all to the 
following ſtandafd rate, according . ar en e they 'Thould - 


paſs for the future, we, | oY wo 
N 0 is A gs Di %, Ster. val.” « . 


Seville 10 of eight, old plate, of 17 12 46. 6d. 66, 31d. 
, ‚ ff p „3 7b 5 OF!- 
| W e r — 17 12 4 6,5623 
x ar Res L I 1% I 1 415 6.24. 
Peru piece of eight, —— 17 12 4 6 6 134 
-Phedhalfs, quarters, and other parts, ig: proportion to their de- 
ation, and light pieces according to their weight. It likewiſe 
ordaihed, that Seville, Pillar or Mexico pieces of eight, of full weight, 
ſhall paſs for 65. n piece in current money and that Peru pieces of 
eight, and dottars; ſhall be regulated according to this ſtandard table. 
Thistact was not attended with the ſucceſs expected from it, for trade 
will break through every reſtraint of this nature the different circum- 
ſtancgs of theſe cojonies, in reſpe& to their balance of trade, and the 
means or oppottuifity of ſupplying themſelvts with filver coin; their 
having none other but foreign coin for their circulation and exports and 
of courſe the. flu&nating value of the ounce of ſilver among them, have 
eauſed them · to. deviate very,confiderably. from this ſtandard. If we 


fuppoſe;-for-example,* the to be the rates of exchange now 
in uſe with the ſeyeral colonies mentioned, and! take the ſtatute rate 


of: 5.5. 64. flerling, 36 the ſtandard. value of the ounce of filver ; a 
x judgement will be formed how greatly the colonies have been 
obliged, by the neceffities of their trade and ſituation, to vary fromi it. 


28 centficate ihe countant-geticha, bnder his hand, for the int to be good and f 


— harge to che mortgager- rt ett. 115 10 
until the or his ropreſentative, ſhall petztion the high count of chancery ran 
4 wy receive the ſum fo paid. into the bank, the accountant · general is to place the ſanie in go-- 
vernment. ſecurity, and from time to time n —_—_— Lanka, to the 
parſon entitled to the ſuns ſo paid in. 
8. The ſaid court of chancery, upp in a fummary iy om the monary or repre f 


Jougutiyes to order payment of ſuch fum. 3 
x 19 Phis to bo deemed and. adjudged a public act. * 
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b i; The Spanith, milled dollars are ally. of ful weight... The 
Spaniards. are ſo exatt in Guſting * money. to 17,dwts. 8 gra that 
a. very, great quantity of them, upon examination, hag, been found to 

fall, very little. different from this ſtandard, at an average... I have 
mot. noticed the, weights of. the hammered gold or Hlyer, pieces, their 
ifferent from, the other marketable milled pieces, and ſo 
chpped, filed, of 1 0 as to be greatly below the 
value at which they are ſu uffered re 4 Fg milled double 
doubloons, baving been raiſed * an act of allembly ſome years ago 55. 
each above the hammered;: baye continued ever fines. at this advanced 
rate, by general conſent. of the inhabitants, although that act. was diſ- 
19 by his Majeſty. They were led into, and ty remain, in, this 
grror from a vain notion, f that t advancing. the price is the means of 
keeping them, in the iſland: 1 have already endeavoured to ſhew the 
fallacy of ſuch meaſures z. in conſequence. of which, the ifland in fa& is 
impoveriſbed 6 pen cent. for every one hundred pounds worth of this 
coin hat 1 is brought into circulation, The piſtorins and half piſtorins, 
if of fall weigbt, are not fit for à remittance to Europe, as they are 
coarſe ſilver, at leaſt 64. ber ounce Feeling under ftandard ſilver; their 
baſeneſs 18 ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed by their black complexion. For 
this reaſon, they have eſcaped. the fate of the better coins, and are per- 


LI. From Coba, Spaniſh cant word for a-ryal. 
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Atte illaßds Where, tä th the old hummered 

Tak e 0e eig 1 10 e A diminiſhed, | 
wear, clipping, and ſweatisg, i not to be expptta 7 Uh form 


2 part of A * ee * yo ſprpriln 11555 


9 p, With the 22 TIE an 
exportation z Pe pt 1 * ſhould Kh i 


2 as ſingle oa: «of full weight, Tex) in: the iſland; for 
624 of theſe, ryals,” intim not-worth ny wo 37 4. 145. 44. 
Will buy ſixty dollars intrinſically. v vorth- Rert 391 10. currency. 
There is no 1 perhaps, whera the coi in circulation are more 
need of a ſtrict examen and 5 than in in this iſland. ., When 
2 paniards were in poſſeſſion of it it. is ſupp ed theixici | 
was 1 wholly carried on with copper money. Large quantities 
ol it, ſtamped ſome what like the piſtorinis, have been dug up.in-Spaniſh 
Town, the hills ; adjacent. to it, and. other. parts ; but no gold nor ſilver 
ebm was ever found, that E hits beurd 1 bor does it appear, bt the 
Engliſh forces; who WGiiqueres the ind. ired: an booty of this 
ſort; it is probable therxfbne, wt either the) aniards poſſeſſed none, 
or that what they bad was Carried away. wth them when they fetired 


to Cuba. It is certain, that when they firft wi withdrew, they were in 
expectation of being reinſtated zgain, which perhaps induced them to 
bury their coppet money; and this dvr winnie by the re- 
port of ſome Spaniards, who have fince declared, that a lift of theſe 
interments, with the marks by which they might be diſcovered, 4s ſtill 
Preſerved in a regiſter at Cuba, by way of alcertaining and perpetua 
. ting + the claim of the deſcendants under the 9 proprietors. 


Theſe copper pieces are extremely Mii and equal! weight to about 
one farthing each flerling; — of them are divided or cut fo as to 
bo current at J, J, and I of the whole; and ih genetal, they are ſo 
much worn, fo effaccd with age and cfrbflion, Gt the characters and 
letters upen them are Almo t ubdilinguiſhiable. I have ſubjoined a 
delineation of one of the more perſect, and the reverſes of =; others. 

The inſcription appears to'be,”&xrdLVS ET jOANNA; HISPANIARVMM 
REX ET REGINA ; Charles and Joha inna, King and Queen of the two Spains 

(the Old andthe New); for Mexico, or NovaHſiſpania/Was, lon before the 

era of this coin, annexed to the Spaniſh dominion.” Some of the pieces 
deem inſcribed with . wry others with Ferdinand and Joanna, 
| and 
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and one of them I have ſeen haying three crowns 3 ſide by ſide on 
a Parallel line, but the latter was ſo imperfect, that the inſcription could 
not be traced: "the cauſes of, this variety I mall endeavour to explain. 
The coins, of which. I have gi given a a repreſentation, wete probably truck ' 
ſoon after the year 1 517; for it was in that year the emperor Charles 
Vth paſſed into Spain, an beld the government jointly with his tnother 
Joanna, who was the daugh hter of Ferdinand and Iabella, and relict of 
Philip, "with wh 10m, Al Boda nand, ſhe  Feigned 1 in common until their 
reſp de deaths 71; alte er ae the probably neld the ſcepter in ber 
own Fs Ede” during t minority of her ſon Charles. n 

"The Spa njards 8 colonited in Jamaica about the year f. 09 the 
eftiigrants 4 re laid tol ave been for the moſt part vagabonds, or wretches 
baniſhed for their « crimes, 'who probably \ were unpotteſfed of filver coin; 
what little c they afterwards carried on with the ſhi ing that 8 
ſually touched here, or with the neighbouritig coloriies, ” E6uld not be 
- more than, ſufficient” to " fioek themſelves With chathing,” and” à few 
other "neceffaries ;\ the y had neit ther fleet nor troops, nor other expen- 
five eſtabñithment; 200 conſequiently no remittances in coin from Eu | 
rope to pay any ſuch contingencies; theſe remarks may ſeem to ch 
firm the preceding ſuppoſition, that the Spaniards of this iſland were 
not at any time very opulent. It e however be forgot, that 
colonel Jackſon is ſaid to have attacked it about the year 1638, plun- 
dered the town, and divided the ſpoil with his ſoldiers ; and that he 
likewiſe levied a conſiderable ſum upon [the inhabitants, to ſave their 
houſes from being burnt; If this account” is true, he was certainly 
more fortunate than: genera Venables in- 165 5.5 But to return, ſeve- 
ral of theſe copper pieces are, ſtamped with different marks, as an an- 
chor, a key, a croſslet, &c. which perhaps were intended, at different 
times, to vary their current value according to the ſcarcity or plenty of 
money in the iſland; but whatever might have been their intention, it 
will at leaſt be ſome gratification to the curious, to be acquainted with 
theſe minutiæi; and Kader pleaſe i in reflection to think, that ſome of 
theſe pieces were the firſt coin ever known in Jamaica. Their anti- 


quity, 1 bope, will pleat my excuſe for dwelling ſo long w them [g]. 


77 Philip died in 1806. I in: 1518. P # - . 1 
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tn Fogiand, d. ; e carat i called che 24th part 2 05 4 2 
coin, of, plate z, becauſe, 23 carats of fine 2218.5 and 2 525 2 
or flyer, melted together, form the andate of . old 
rity of Which is fixed at 24 carats, including 1 05 ne 
uſually denominated gold of 22 ca. q 

"The Randard of- -erling filver confiſts. of I 155. 2d 2 rh fine — 
and 18, dts. of copper. The laws, of Jamaica 3 DRL” to, this 
ſtandard, and enacted, that no, eldtich, &c. ſhall wake, fell, or ag 
change, any gold or Ayer plate of leſs fibenels,” "The, goverhog.is 
| powered, to appoint an a maſter, who. IS. a. Hamp.: all the iſland. 

made wares of theſe metals, With the + ini letters of his na me, and an, 
alligator's. head; and he. is entitled, b — CL to d en; 147 . 
for a gold, and 24, Cd. for a filyer ; upp Rays 
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IHE ſeveral papers following having come too late into my 
bt bands, to be inſerted in their proper places, T ſhall make no 
5 y for ſubjoining them here” not only as they ſerve to correct 

ot corroborate facts elated, but alſo to throw a ght on the affairs of 
 this'ifland, in the earlier ſtate of ifs. government ; ; and, in order to 
render them more conducive to theſe purpoſes, Thaye introduced them 
by way of annotations, with proper reference to bee page; or paſſage 
with which they are more particularly connected. bee 


"* Antecedent 60 the Revolution, Go 5 1 73] The Duke of Albemarle, 
at his firſt arrival, 1 in 1687, called. an afſembly, which was duly elected; 


one of the members of aſſembly with ſaying, . *. /alus populi ſuprema 
lex,” in the courſe of a debate in that houſe, and the aſſembly juſtify - 
ing and protecting their member, they were diflolyed ;. the wr Was 
taken into cuſtody by order of governor and council, by the ſame 
order compelled to enter into a recognizance in 40000. and afterwards 
indjted and fined. 6007. for this pretended offence. . / - 


Aſter the diſſolution of the afſembly, the judges and aſt of the 


aſſigned ; and particularly the provoſt marſhal, whoſe office at that 
time it was, as it ſtill is, to make all returns of the, members choſen 
to ſerve in aſſembly ;- and one Waite, an indigent perſon, put in his 
room. One Father Thomas Churchill, a Romiſh prieſt, who called 


chief hand in effecting theſe regulations. Colonel Hender Moleſ- 
worth, the preceding goyernor, was forced to enter into ſecurity. in 
190,000, to appear and render himſelf in England; ſeven of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants offered. voluntarily to be bound in that ſam for him, 
and by this means they became obnoxious to the duke, and his ad- 
viſers; however, the bond was taken. A new aſſembly was then 

VoL, 1, 4 G called ; 
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but one of his privy counſellors (a Roman catholic) having charged 


principal officers in the iſland were diſplaced, without any cauſe _- 


himſelf per of his majefty's carhalic ſusjects in this iſland, had the 


1 MRO AvpPE} hat To Vor. I. 


called ; and, upon this occaſion, 95 freedom of election was ſeandalouſſy 
violated, by making - troopers, indented ſervants, ſailors, and other 
_ perſons, unpoſſeſſed of any property, 1 ft freeholders ; carxy ing 
them from. paxiſiy to pariſh togots; paſting fititious names to the liſts 
of voters; and impriſoning many confiderable gentlemen, under pre- 
tence of a riot ; who afterwards had fines. impoſed on them, to the 


amount of ,2,2407. l alle! s ey 1 
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Ir has been aid by Tome wilters, ker hit duke Gust tothe 
government of e baniſhment," "+ Arnie wh 
 Haperys but, from the; ſoregoing dete ofthe prodecdinge, the contrary 
is evident ; and conſiderin the known principles and bigatry « of his 
mulfer meg Wi it is more credible, That he was Tit; 1 other 
views,” to ivotr the Roman costes, ah cute the oteftant ſyb- 
Jes here; for this defis — cartied 5 70 him a  gracious'defiration 
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Addreſs of the Grand Jury of Jamaica to his Majeſty, King 
William III, 1199. 
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E che fiſt grand Jury (at St; Jago de Ia Vega, this laft Tueſday, 
in November, 369, for the body of this your majeſty's iſtand of Ja- 
maiez). fince your; majcity's, happy acceſſion to the throne, cannot for- 
bear, rendering, aur humble, thanks to Almighty God, for his ineſtima - 
ble, goognels, and mercy, , in, that, when, according: to the weaknels, of 
our human underſtanding, all hopes, of enjoying any longer our reli: 
gion, laws, and libertics,, were taken fram us, he was. pleaſed, in our 
8 ſhew. his mizaculous, power, in raiſing your majeſty 
be the gloxious inſtrument. of ogg deliverance from that Philifine 
Fs 0 that had extended itſelf i 9 4 theſe. the remoteſt of your ma- 
Ady s daminious; ſo, that ſbe, I of your andjelty's- kingdom: of 
3 9nd this. iſle, ven keep river ah 
for the defence of. our nat ral rights and privileges, : were not 
tg be found among us i but our ers, With an abſalute, arbitrary, 
poweg : attended with. a.tyranpical, oppreſſion, of ,allithat,durft ad ven- 
turg to be honeſt, in order to compleat gur ruin, would: nat allow! vs 
aux freedom af electing our repreſentatives. to make lays, but Were re- 
folved themkelye to be ſmiths to forge them. GT? COS TAY 
r be 48 2 Under 


is Aeg een een 


Under thefoicingwnfiances. we might ſtill have lain, had not your 
majeſty, in your great wiſdom, ſent his excellency, the earl of Inchi- 
-quin, for our govetnor; who bath already, by his great experience, 
made ſo large u progreſs in ſettling our Affghz, that we doubt not but 
be wil, in e ſbort time, vpe rev, is ſo happily begun, Sc Se. 
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Proceedings during. tbe erer, of. the earl Carlill 5 
The following 1s an extract ee to of N ©, 33 | 
as eee 0 hs 1677 Mr. Nevil, who ob to. have 

an intelligent though prejudiced. againſt gentlemen , 

ihne. Whom, he ſpeaks of with the utmoſt malevolence ; at une 
time ſtudious of i W himlclf, his, adyice,. and d bis. Th | 

incl got Je 5 1 hel h ages... 
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oo Sith, Ae | 
Fs in thoſe an lit which only. 15 155 a repetitions = 
every man's relation! that has been there, fürtllep thin What is neceſ- 
fary to explain my thoughts of the improvement und ddvititage, p nb- 
tic or - private, that has or may be made of it, "with the cbtruAict of 
and dangers, whether cafual' or natural, which ſeem to threaten'it. 
The largeneſs of the and, the many and good 'Harboutrs; "with the 
_ abundarite of "wood therein,” are taking praiſes with thoſe who” only 
think of it in wich \comitries, thut are deſecttor 
in the like; but 1 am ver very fure they will Won fall finder your Jofd- 
ſhip's confideration, as ſome, if not the greateſt, inconveniencies that - 
belong to it; An iſland, of about 300 miles compaſs, as this is, with 
not above 10000 inhabitants, befides llaves, in r. ag wens have 
earn at diſtance in the neighbourh669} i, 48 48 here, 
ſea-coaft only; this makes it difficult, bot 5 * 
22 onr ho rrme | 
common againſt any invader; Wh the 
harbours, at the ſame time, bee a fo euch or be Kean 
leave ſneh anale. =O ROTO * dut, to 0 n e 
| | 2 
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pe woods: allo, in the, abſeneg of. the- maſters, become anyiting .. 
pops de the Haves, who; will never. be {or to W alan 
PE 1 ae 


3 bring 2 
wont 250 Dan in people, andi tr 
n upon the reputation 125 ifland. has at Moine, that, deflvayed, 
the place is conſequentially, ſo ; ;and:;this;.I, remember, upon Hur diſ- 
courle. of it, Sir Henry, Morgan did Aways ay 90 colonel. Byadloſs,. 
and the men with us; that if he were now 2 privatcer for the Spaniards, . 
as be chad. been/againſt. them, he would, not doubt chin the whole 
cotihtry; by ez deftroying [the «ſea 1e coaſt, plantations; and 
though: that cannot be the Spaniards intereſt 5 theſe, parts. (if e let 
 theny be quiet), ' to fiir a peſt} of hornets,. and foree them into ad 
 teexing apain.z et the, French, haying lttle to loſe, and many 
raſcals to employ in Tortuga, do not want knowledge. of our iſland, 
nor will. engugb, in caſe of. Wart to Put in execytion; Knce it is cer- | 
E. Planting port ohce diſcouraged, the privateering trade muſt 
liſt, by devouring the Spaniards, 2s formerly,; + Which produces an- 
ther benefit to the R renche | by:difturbing their hereditary. enemy; fo 
_ that, fo far I conceive with b Lyach, m faying, that plant- 
ing, and not privatecring, is the true intereſt of England in this iſ:nd; 
yet, I cannot but think the greateſt, miſtake that could have happened 
in doing it was, the forcing the planters, for want of.conyeniences, to 
run te, che North fide of the. lod [= Mbene ground, coft. at lcaſt 
34,80, De if air wg PRs though, allow. the, ground 78 
de 38 good for canes. when, with great charge. and. labour, cleared; 
yet the vaſt expence for want o f fayannahs, 0 in in fencing, e- 
rent quantity. of paſture. for ener a burthen, ſcarce ſupportable.; be. 
_ tides the open condition the they arc we. 926 invaſions, and revolts ,of . 
the Negroes... My lord, I have e gry an 2 particular, - 
| becauſe; it has been &. by the former governors | 
their, proceedings, in ſetting 8 and other. lands. onthe. 
South fide ; which, had pony: been but granted in moderate and im- 
 proveable portions, would haye proved a greater Hyuantity, than the i in. $ 
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Vhind ion op op tp 

ſhip ing (fs Sead Indies, ough formerly ſo careful to exclude all "foreigners from thence. 
brought: ami the: Spaniſh Weſt bidies : was not ſuſficĩtmt to 'veructs! for them; b. tliat the- 
Puch ggicd home the balance in money. | 8 PTot , 


Negroes | 
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Negros eln aud this. I am conſident would be eaſily effected, if your 
| lacdſbip would ; induce;; bis ayyalbighnes [4], and the African- 

nx, do t 30 e:: once tried the; matter, and found 
by. jees1from:Spains cthavithey: were dn trat wich; us, and 
to hrgale with Ahe, Hollagders, Who ſupplied them fremCuracgalc/Fhe 
Erben thought profes Worn Jor:the Werke if your Lordſhip 
pleaſts,i mall be preſentecd to yours nApattertigraat and effectual Rep 
tpwards trading Win them, would be. far us heartily: to: endeavour 
to make this navigation in cheſt parte ſafen for fince we have leſt diſ- 
turbing the Spaniards ourſelves, and getting the profit that; ocdurred 


therrby'o it ſhonld dee gurrintereſt methinks net to ſuffertanyn tber 
tondoſſt. asd ileiſtb of all the French whe! ſiace Sir Henry Morgan 
dhowed choc hei way to H Panama card:thei only prople ifh the 
world. thoſę parte wet ſhouldofeap, 48 they muſt live? by. rapine, 
anch gather ftrengthelnvhiIN our privatears: vat Hor abe drown 


off 19.ghapting- ol mult. rcqnfels, I thipk.tbere; is no Alfſerene at. 


our hing at was bers with Spain and ſuffeting others effectwatly 
to bs {a4 for, ſhould ,Banams: ahi ipterthe (French. nds, ten- 
nnfactures of Francs ſupply. the, South Stawoandicall [the 
World wopld, hertheirs4,non; could, all; the ſtrength of Europe evt 
rover: that, When once. fprtäßgd bB. fem. f L fear, .d — 
vor. lordſhig:tog much with, paligicsg.bnt.yet. I cannet, 
that a. trade with, the. Spaniards yyqul ber og al tbe.oſt.3 

9 rench t,nothing; an ipaniola, aud the; Tortuga: vac breach 


n eee on ants 
che. Governor of Jamaica for the time being, would 


Fr ;Pgrts,open to all the ſhips commithonatcd to that end. 
tar, pros 5 Wore more than recompenſe the charges gf the - 


War, and open the way to A Pute, one, under ſome NB of? 


al guardin theſe ſeas ag ainſt rivateers,. who, ſo 1 a8 
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could be plabed in ſtation eie ed Watt dhe! Alluge through; 
but ſotne do pretend}! chat che taking of: the Havatinah is - practi. 
Fable which TWilFhor deny; But that it 15 heceflary, 1 cün never 
8 % ͥ̃ «² ! 
eee e party Hin ei Bent 8e. and Win an end te improve 
ment begun und defigned/at'Jamaics.! Te TitheFrench Fools | 
Aer And Re of Uhithr" fatiqne, what would 
LD be the conſequence bf Tuch'd' bridle in our | jaws; acid! the reins in 
177 che French bands f:: wars e ene inte C905 ien 
_ + | Anidinowj/thy'lord, . (iſt ipeeſuitis bomb dbl off to 3 rour 0rd. 
b ip opinion on the foregoing: particulars; and it lis Wits this. 
r ͤ parts/1d'to'be” Paten 
- to war. © Scud in arder for us 10 Habe ſhch peace; it ie necellary 
to ptevent che tench from: making war upon them here ; for ather- 
wile; whillt we grow Hesl key grow Nrong; *o Süt Hatatd and 
Ju, as much (52 Huly"confidered"in'" every view) as to that of "the 
Spuntirde! Thy, that an ab Slate quitting bf theſe" ks is not 
| only very meceffacy but very fealible aaa ea Far, that the 
Wren ftp doing of it would produce private trade, 'abd' perkape, in che end, 
| | | "ptoduce public, ' F;/2by; that before this" tan hv done, r n abs. 
YG ur cceſſury 40 end the rug aint cutting" Ege as 
by, Vc either by Taying phathly it 18 age or by 6 5 
| WT pai of "thi cutters.” Waiving? much Hort that miphe'fe 
ſaid concerving this colony; as" it Rands Ii oppoſition, or cohjunaton 
40, foreigh trade and intereſt, T wall preſume to exlatge oi 
further, and peak of it, us 1 e ee 66 le" g 


itte. N e ee o 55 , N 
205 8 Dy F291 50} Be 5 Hour Tab Vt: r 0 bat 1 07 r 


| 22 . egy ee e eg 50 
As 372 thriving and. laſting commodities, we cap Pp from 
the; growth of it, | they are only ſugars, ginger, cotton, indigo, 


E J. for as to that plealant ſpice called pimento, in d.cacao, the 
a 7 cee 7 ;_ trees from 
hs & ne [Aways 
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cut "down f or it a ROPE, 
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1 b du the viſible ag ese ede fenders a bes 
ien, by gathering the berries, without felling them. | 1 
no — 


 conlidecing' the Spaniſh policy in conſecrating, their way of making 
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notwithſtanding the dailychopes and attempts about it; and it will 
not be impertinent for me to offer the reaſons I have for my opinion 
in this; particulars if it were only to prevent your Lordſhip from 
waſting: money and time about it, ſhould you be ever perſuaded, 
like others, to make the trial. The Spaniſh: Negroes, who came in 
after our conqueſt of the iſland, and of whom ſome yet remain free, 
did always farebode, that no cacao which the Engliſh. planted 
would thrive; which hitherto. has proved a true prophecy; though 
their reaſons for it be only ſuperſtitious; for, upon examination, 
they impute the good ſueceſt the Spaniards had in that plant, to 
the religious ceremonies uſed at the firſt putting it into the ground; 

which was always done with great proceſſions of friats, and other 
religious orders, who conſecrated the walk to that purpoſe; but, 


cochineal, vanillas, and managing their other profitable productions 
in the Indies, not hitherto, with all the induſtry of their neighbour, 
diſcovered; together with the ill ſucceſs the Engliſh have at this 
time in their cacao walks; as the Negroes foretold, L am of opinion, 
that, under the ceremonies of religion. the Spaniards hid from their 
laves ſome! neceſſary ſecret in its planting; and I am the more 
confirmed in it, {becauſe it is not a native plant of this iſland, but 
firſt brought hither: from the Caraccas; a remote province at the 
bottom of the Gulph of Honduras, from . whence perhaps they 
from time to time received their plants, with their private way of 
ſotting and cultivating, them Le] Beſides the aforeſaid commodi- 
ties, enen as laſting as their uſefulneſs, there may alſo 


„LA The of the Engliſh, id keeping their walks conſtantly. clear of graſs and weeds, 
and cutting d wn all trees in the nelghbourhood, which were neceſſary to give ſhelter, entirely 
contrary to the cuſtom of the Spaniards, has been afligned as the chief cauſe of their failing, even 
after they began to bear. 1 find the. folloving remarkable entry, iy" * n kept by Sir 
William Beeſton. 

FU 17664, Dec. 4 4. * About this day appeared "firſt the comet, which was the forerutiner of the 
20 ah of the;cacao dees; and . they n failed in Jamaica, Cuba, 


4 an 


ace ſays, the North Ge is 1 Proper for this tree, "the rains falling ing there moſt oppor: 
tunely for it; but that the rains on the South ſide being deficient about the period of its bearing, 
e eee Many or moſt of the -Spaniſh walks were on the South ſide; 
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tas eee proßt by thenbiday "tribe 1 
did to the Spaniards, and 1 have khewn Sir Themas Lynch 


reckon his favannah lands in this coustty (ef which he poſſeſſes | 


a great quantity) à ſurer intoreſt than his plantations, 'thoughicon- = 


ſiderable by feuſun — ty number of! beaſts that might be 
upom them fi). v4 Dito a to fag pays % 


bred 
The next thing?\tny 1618; L. hall take deties of, 1%%ũ/%//00ꝗ ũ 


Won. {226634 2513s: E. vo 4 got stecke Ai * * inch { eats, 


ned ncgs oo Tr GOVERNMENT 2d 37 wits 20610973; "oh 
Which his majeſty Has [beers pleaſed to manage hitherto byta 


governor, poſſeſſed, as to the executive part, of all power, ecolt- 


ſtaſtical, civil, and military, aſſiſted by counſellots appointed hete 
for his advice, but in ſome races) reſtrained ; theſe, in time of the 
petiy parlament: (called aſfemblies), fupply the place of; a Bi 
Lordi: as to the legiſlative parti but are maicourt of judicatute, noruf 


appeal either then, or at any ocker time; and although their pre r 
be nor gf 'muchs uſe, yet by the little they hold their places by (which 

is an immediate nomination from his majeſtyeithet in the govet : 
nor's patents, or by privy ſcal) 2bey+4ave a; confiderable influence over 
the peopli, and can almoſt with impunity, if not well pleaſed, vex 
and diſturb the governor in moſt things he attempts, ot does: ſo 


that: before ohr lordſhip takes out bur warrant; fbr your patent, 


nothing · is more neceſſary to be conſidered, than the men appointed 
for-your'council ; for being n aca ow choice, nor ſuch as can 
piece in one intereſt for the king's. a¹,ꝛ dar lord 0 ſervice,” you - 
will find "yourſelf always made uneaſy by them; bat," being ſuob as 
_— for principles confide in - your will find ever y- thing beſides, 
facile, L pray pardon, me, my, lord, if I. preſume to 89. further, 
and ſay that it's abſolutely neceſſary, they ſhould, as it, is practi- 
cable, be all pf one intereſt ;, ſo it is truly fo, that they be not of 
ſome mens inteteſt, that have · governed bere already... Narr j 
2 ſhall, muy mention next of the lower bote, or houſe f 
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enten 2 hn {Gp thifty=H menbers, eleched by the fre- 
halders of the ſeveral towns and, precinds, and two for Le? aud 
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theſe, 
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tee ut me as tbey can, ſtrive” to "imitate= our Bug liſb houſe of 
"commons ; and when they are not in good humou; ban be" as trou- 
dans, e058 19 216101 521199p211102 eopiozatoq to 26 n aK 
For, the revenues of the'iſflahd/being to be raiſed by their act, they 
are ſo jeulolio, that; they will day ne. lasen, bit from two year? tre 

peu eaſe af Hr urin hath been hitherto given to the overs 
wers; (and inde bc is müde kind ef futids mental policy Here); 10 ben 
. ͤ Teuw', of what whtuFe Niever; Joall 
fi no" ln 225 Pan iber tine, cep. Var ed Whider bis majeſfty' great 
; babe.” This point is. worth 'your Jordihi 's, ſerious 

_ EbHſidera 1. 2 and t may admit of alteration ; for, inſtead of keepin 
the'pe 52855 in due's bedience, it is the main PE. to, ate ſome 
by Raten eipg e y necefiary - in All communities, 
to 19 fund amental „ang ne Ok a Nee to 17 diffolution or 
chat 5 3; 48 to. Inſtance only, 1 0 2, few gls rſt of uch. ; require obe- 
1 to theo Toyercign authority ; next, thoſe that re (pet fleflion, 
ccefion or r inheritance ; 5; "and 1a „ ſuch. as. haye 5 to the 
on; upport of, the government, and the defence of the whole. 
againſt fo foreign or domeſtic. 1 But in All theſe, is Ja- 
maica . who! oll 7 defectiye, aud canſequently. yery. ſupjeck to trouble 
nd mutation... This might cafily be remedied, if ſome laws were 
e eonfdered of here, that might provide for all thoſe ſeveral heads, 
and be afterwards, remitted, .| back from England under the great 
esl, to be the foundation of their government, and, guides to their 
proceedings in their aſſemblies: without ſuch way, this place may 
ſoon have the like convulſions as Virginia .hath lately had; for let 
us conſider the time that Sir Thomas Modiford governed here 
(being about five years); during three of thoſe,” this place bad no laws 
at all, he having held but one aſſembly, and that at his firſt 
coming; whoſe laws for two years he ſuſpended, pretending to 
have tranſimitted them for ratiſication; but ſo contrived, that my 
lord Clarendon, their chancellor, ſhould | be the. perſon ſhould take 
care of doing it; which, being neglected, as it was not unlikely it 
would be, amongſt his, greater concerns, Sir Thomas made by that 
mens, bis will his lau, AEDT by that in his own breaſt; __ 
„ Un v0 Von ey 4 ait 100463. cal; yt 
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a law,” bei at: firſt introduced, aud hath ever fince: continued. (by 
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0 ds Geh, bey you had no proceedings of dae Ade benen 
either ratiſied here, ot there. 
Another thing of pernicious conſequence 8 place, has been 


thoſe that got by it) from two. ears o two yearsg which is, that 
all the daws in force in England, are ſo here.) A thing tidi - 
culous in- itſelf, and extremely troubleſome in its: conſequence; for 
Why ſhould a migbty volume of ſtatutes, one half of which are 
either uſeleſs or yexatious to ourſelves. e be at ah pope 
introdu amaica, where a bu yeare, the N 
A os erable enough. in ee 8 750 occaſion for th 
hundredth, part of them?; hoe e cw, 
Bat this, Sit Thomas ische that ke might encourage a Pute | 
of pettyfoggers to ſet the people together by the cars, in che endleſ 
labyrinth” of lau; and encourage 'vexatious and troubleſome | pro- 
ceedings:* ſo that the 'whole wealth of the iſland came into the 
| hands 'of attornles and ſolicitors; and the gricvance became. = 


"—_ -.—< 


nee 2s voltimitious- as befote;” the EN knave carried” 
ar before him ; and indeed none Vie" ſuch as intended to cogen 
boch dart, or did,” become adininifirators to tlie dead, or 
guardians to their children; ſo that that, perceiving the wolves rell. 
they were forced t let go thoſe" Tabs devburers Ws Magere, Who, 
like dogs much increaſed os e Teodor 115 Nt £329 CI 
My lord; this 4s your wratep v, confitlerhtion, that 
ſtatutes adapted to he "Gheorghe be called out at home, and 


ratied among the- fundamental inſtructions, as to - what” are ne- 


oeſſary to be ſent,” under the great ſeal, fot che perpetual governing 
of this country by which means, matters will not be fo. intricate 
as they now are, nor the colony diſeouraged by the litigiouſneſs of 
knaves j beſides, my lord, if ſome lavus of the ſeveral kinds afore- 
ſaid were perpetuated, then might a governor act for the ſervice of 
his majeſty, and the good of the colony, without fear; which he 
dan never do till ſome revenue for the ſupport of himſelf be made 
e for, to be at the niercy of the rabble every two years, 

3: for 
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for What ſhall defray his expences, is a; trouble not to be ſupported 3 
and which forces the governor upon bittle g a tricks, to wy 
Himſelf, and gibe content here. ee 

My lord: I cannot chuſe but think; that alta to bs 
ſaid of this matter, though I confeſs what is here diſcourſed of by 
me may ſeem impertinent;;/ ſinee it is likely your lordſhip has had 
better information. concerning things, from other hands, than I am, 
able to give; but nevertheleſs,” EY 1 habe gone | ſo 2808 1 will pro- 
* ta. take further notice af 6 8 | 
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Which, <coontivg to inſtructions from the king, hathi a giviti if 


not too much, deen ROLES 8 "practice.or the. cp hore * 
ann 5 


1 1 
- 111 


Sh 


98 o Chancany s en ns 


Which 15 held: ba the keepet of the great ſeal of the iſland, who 
is at preſent the governor, and ſuppoſe: will ſtill be ſo. The pro- 
ceedings · here in equity, are much in the nature of thoſe in England; 

but, beſides that the governor is-keeper of the ſeal and chancellor, 
he hath thereby the granting of all lands, with a fee belonging to 
itz as. alſo the naturalizing all ſtrangers, as well Jews as others; 
having for every Few upon his- naturalization, as I remember, 1 20/. ;. 
he likewiſe thereby grants cure of ſouls, adminiſtrations, guardian- 
ſhips of children, probate of wills, marriage licences, and other 
matters eccleſiaſtical. So much, avg lord, in. ae * the. ſeal. 
Tile" next caurt is what. ney; call | E een t . 


Tar. Giles Dain 3; 


Which hath a chief juſtice, aſſiſted with three or Sus more üer 
judges, ar the pleaſure of the governor 5 out of this court iſſue all 
original writs, and proceſs, directed to the provoſt marſhal general, 
or his deputics, who ſupply the place of ſheriffs, all over the iſland. . 
The grand court bath all the juriſdiction incident to the king's bench, 
common pleas, and exchequer courts of England, and is held by way 
of. grand ſeſſions or terms, at the town: of St. Jago de la Vega. 
The next court conſiderable, is that of common pleas, held at the 
town called the Point, 1 now Port Royal } by Judges certain, who can 


hold. 
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x | bold:the.plea only under five, pounds, by writs, Ace hed 
from-the chief juſtice of the iſfand. T here are dhres her gcurtg of 
the like nature with this. Beſides theſe, «Mi are quarter 1efligns 
held in eyery precinct, of the ſame power with thoſe in England, 
having cuſtos rotulorum, clerk of the peace, Cc. There are, alſo, 
e e e law eburts, 2 6 torhapgeat Hi ανν 42 
£98.54 ans nad torn each. ; 220i tan ον⁰An tar 12311557 


010 Bon tc A, COURT OF! ADMIRALT I loi inc efds 
held by one or more judges, wherein my lord Vaughan placed Sir 
Henry Morgan, col. Byndleſs, Cc. which court exerciſes all er 
that the admitalty-can db i in England,” 45) voi). ant... tt? 
+ Theſe are /allithe;cordinaryreourts Here, of the TRE bus upon 
oecaſions eriminal, obuits of oyer and terminer are hy the governors, 
erected; where they have been e ſome of them, upon extrdor+ 
dinary deſign to hang. a"man, de fit as: judges themſelves. As for the 
military power; it has uſually been in the /hands,vfi:the governors. 
aſſiſted by a lieutenant general (at preſent. Sir Henry Morgan, who 
is ſuch by patent), and a major general (at preſent Vacant by the death 
of major general Banniſter)... The latter, beſides the command that 
the-title implies, has been in ſome; fort. commiſſary general.of the 
muſters; which is a place abſolutely neceflary,,and of great ule fo. 
the ſtrict obſerving that the proportions of Whites be kept up, ac: 
cording to the law, anni conſiſts a great r of the ſecurity of 
our lives. 1 rallivy io; cen, elite dt ain! 
I ür wt: 220115 til Militia. a Aon 059333; 21318 £06. - 
Te number of men in arms (all Whites above ſixteen years of age 
that have been one month reſident here being enrolled) amounts to 
about 5000, under colonels, Sc. They muſter in the nature of a 
militia ; but upon occaſion, a little more ſubject to martial laws. 
Beſides, thoſe at the Point do, in their turns, keep guard at the fort 
there, and alſo ſerye inſtead of conſtables, and watches, to keep the 
ſtreets quiet at night. The. officers in, pay are only the governor 
of the fort, and one or two more. Exerciſe is all the duty of the 
ſoldiers; except that a ſquadron of the Governor's own troops. ; >= a 
manded at preſent by capt. Hender Moleſworth, one of the council) 
mounts every Sunday, to wait on the Governor s coach to church, if 


at St. Jago. The ee are decem of "the « council, but all 


at 
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eee, poſit of dne goverhor; as indeed all other places are, both 
militaty and cio N, except the two general officors before mentioned, 
the twelve counſellors, and the Patent offices. The next * T ſhall 
N 0 to your lordſhip 1 hal 4 


TRAM HA, 70: en en 
Tut RRVE NORA Wi Geben e ivr wor 
The forte? of whietvariſes'principally*by the evſtoms, or impoſition 
upon wines, brandy, Beef, ale, aud all other imported commodities, 
impoſed by ack of aſſemnbly from to years to two years ;i for longer 
hey will nut Trat re governor to omif of neceſſity the calling tbem; 
ot "fuch IWF" as are ſent home rat. fication,” which are for their in- 
und ſafety,” ſhould berome void; for abit of fuck meetings ;' and ſo 


— plauſire ame ap point tbem. 0.035% 
| This revenue is not: much, but it is gelen at preſent, t to 555 the 


governor 200 J. bel umu; a lieutenant governo 600 J per annum 
oft of it; with ſome ſalaries to thie commander and other officers 
of the fort; cuſtoms, Sc. beſides" a little ſurptuſage for fortifications,, 
and other tincitients:; deo that indeed it is, or ought to be by the 
eſtablihment, at leaſt 3500 J. per annum. There are alſo his ma- 
jelty's quit rents fot lands granted, which if all were paid that are 
due, would amount to near 2000“. per annum. But becauſe great 


quantities are "ſet our, but rot improved; 1 believe it ſcarcely yields. 


1600 l per annum. This mi ght how ey r be remediẽd by a neceflary 
law, äud eſcheat! This ga rent h ab been hitherto a perquiſite of 
the govertiors, by reaſoh that his 1 75 by his original charter of 
ſettlement of the iſland, Wab pleaſed. 1 to free it from atiſwering ; any 
profits to the crowu for a certain number of* years, ſeven or eight 
whereof are unexpired.” No account ĩs demanded by the crown, and 
the governors have been wife enough not to let the country call 
hem to account for the rents of tlie ands, Which they as Rewards to 
bis majeſty have right to receive . 8 Something further is worth. 
your ußgezins upon this ſubject; of Which [ ſhall, * your lad. 


Amsatth s choit z bezodig 1199 oi n ih | 
wa The plan ny undoubtedly thought 1 it better not to, call. chem to- e ar * ſo . 
entrap themſelves, y bringing on an enquiry after their lands, for which no quit rents had been 
paid; the ad connived at their ſhort Payment, and default of ſetthng arrears, rather 
thap loſe their on perquiſite, by diſclofing the myſteries of their ſtewardſhip to the crown. 


ſhip's. 


— Future] they. might - -be- JOE: to tive _ ſuch as the” ; king”. $ 


hs A 4 
ſhipꝰs pleaſure communicate my thoughts, This is a 
that 3 revenue, 3 e e We ee m 
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„ my lord, 
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as by the ſeal of admiralty;" forfeitures, fines; Ge. But, not to 


make my account longer than the matter requites, I (hall briefly 
declare that Which, I believe, the government is uprigbiiy at preſent 
at worth; not, mentioning. the bye, caſual emoluments, ſuch a place 


may bring in between 5. and- 6000 U per annum from England; 
20004. from the country .cftabliſhment; the quit rents 1000 J.; 
and, the profit accruing. from..the. ſeal for naturalization about 1200 /, 


of 13000. 3, this is, truly, near the matter, though ſome will under- 
| value it, and reckon it much leſs ; others again are as extravagant 


in their computations; calling it 10 or 12,000 4, per annum.” 1 


| 7 confeſs, 1 believe, 4 governor of your Jordſhip's qualifications and 
 gualities, would ſoon find it encreaſed by the country's. kindneſs; nor 
_ -zoould any. man, I humbly conceive; in the nation, 


And it fo eaſy as'your 
. whoſe name, by honeſt Sir Henry Morgan's 


Tordfhi ip. u 403 


means, is as generally mentioned with honour and good wiſhes by 


the people, in their healths, as if they had found the good effects 
of your lordſhip's government already; and next to his mejeſty's 


8. 1 bis royal highneſs, no healths are ſo. often drank, eſpecially 


at his and at his brother-in-law, col. Byndleſs's tables; and theſe 
are the” two men. indeed, who. have the true and moſt prevalent 
intereſt in the country; Sir Henty, from his eminent and famed 
exploits in theſe parts, together with his generous. and undefigning 
way of converſation ; col. Byndleſs, by the ſame generoſity and 
frankneſs of conyerſation, mixed with one of the moſt able under- 
ſtandings I ever ſaw or met with; and were my judgement con- 
ſiderable to. your Lordſhip, I ſhould not ſtick to own, fo clearer 
thinkers are to be found. in the world, Gr. Ge. 1 

Reflecting how tedious I have been, I am aſhamed : yet 1 hoe 


1 your Lordſhip will excuſe it, fince it proceeds from a diſintereſted 


zeal to your ſervice; though I'muſt confeſs, there is no man in the 
Wag, CAE the king 8 commands and buſineſs, ſhall The © embraced 


by 


1 Abu IM Gl l. 6 
baden for, Aike every body elke, that has had the 'honour” We" your 
lordſhip's acquaintance Fam one of ybur trutadmiters, and ſhalt, upon 
Sees endeayour.to expreſs my ſelf, my lord. 

wie oy iin t bat : Your lordſhip's moſt humble, Vc; Ge. 
ert E. tabinitnteb 1 Auntitideln earl lon att Sb enn: 
K of Le CARIES SygrOH, at ah, Mecting of his bird 
wd Xa i 0) W 2 Ja \b-9 Aſlembly. Mo *4 3% * "Ks 4 I L ASK 
That he would 80 the body of the n which he Bild how 
bwughtz wort altogether the ſame that were ſent home laſt. The 
_ cooncib of plantations having had but one day of meeting after they 
- came neither could be anſwer for the exactly tranſcribing of them, 
becauſe the great ſeal was affixed" to them two days before he came 
away; and ſo had no time to compare them [g]. Thoſe, be fatd, that 


alteration in the model of the laws, the ſtyle and title being changed | 


to the king and the-afſembly” (inſtead of governor, council, and aſ- 


ſembly); which the aſſembly had no reaſon to be diſpleaſed at, it being 

a greater honour than any plantation ever yüt hae. 

That the laws, for the future, were to 17 made be as _y are 
ads i Ben! Hb . 77 no 

That the ans were mide geen + Mileakions to bly xy, bor 

is particular care, and [þ] extraordinary charges, in maintaining this 

d and therefore he boped, it would oblige, them to ſuch ſuitable 

8 00 as his Majeſty might be pleaſed with. That the king looked 

upon t this iſland as bis darling plantation, and bad taken more pains to 

make this place happy, than any other of his colonies. That, among 

other acts he ſhould ſend them on the morrow, the firſt would be, the 

a. of the revenue; and that there was a neceſſity of making ſome di 

pateh of it, becauſe of arrears due to the forts, and officers, &c., for 


bel This was artfully inſinusted: for they hdd been altered very materially in fend clauſes ; 


but he choſe, to plead ignorance, eee be called en e reaſons of 
ſuch ons. L 


(3) Theſe 8 charges are explained, i in | the ſreceh? of Sir Thomas Lynch, to mean 4 
frigate, which his majeſty ſent out for protecting the trade of the iſland from piratical captures ; 
this would be thought ſtrange doctrine now-a-days, and a very whimfical argument for inducing 
- people to lubepit themſelves, in return for ſuck a mark of favour, to an arbitrary form of 


1 "= 14 2: 
of 


Vor. I. ee 41 | which 


were pteſent when bis commiſſion was publiſhed,” might obſerve ſome 


1 
” — — q —z . _ 
= _— — — — a — 
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Wet n 
Obliged to Sir Henry Morgen, for his care and pain. 


That his majeſty was diſpleaſed with them, for paſſing ſome acts in 
former aſſemblies, without uſing his name; and that never yet any 
ſuch thing was done in any of his plantations, or dominions. That, 
in the act uf militin, laſt made, there' was à clauſe left out, faving the 
governor's power ; but be hoped. none would be willing to derogate from 
che power bis majeſty gove bis governors in bis commiſſions.” And that, 
if /eruples did ariſe; amongſt them, he hoped they would repair to him 
before they paſſod any act, that be might ſatisfy them. That he much 
coveted things might be ſo managed, as that the king might be fully 
ſatisfied with them; that the reſtraint, which both he and they lay 
under in the new laws he hroutht ovet, could not be altered; for 
that he had xo. power: to do it, but ſhould be glad if he had. bst he | 
always had been accounted a man of property, and was in nothing 
more affected than to do good to this place; and came with an intent 
fo te de: n not, Nene e lead _ erg | 
conyeniencies, or their palterity. 401 

180 6 are Þ- ay; * 1 
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At the Court at Whitehall, the 23d Feb. 1682, by the \Kn,/s Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, aud the/Lords of his Majeſty's' Privy Council." 


| Whereas, by the powers given unto Churler tar! of Carlifte 4 
yernor in chief of the ans of Janne; and, In bis abſence, "to 
e bommander in chief for the time then being, dated the 30 day of _ 
November, in the 32d year of his majeſty” s reigh, his mijeſty hath 
been graciouſly pleaſed to authorize and impower the governor and 
council, and aſſembly of the faid Wand, to conſtitute and ordain laws, 
which are to be in force until his majeſty's pleaſure be ſignified to the 
contrary ; and foraſmuch as, in purſuance of the faid powers, an act has 
been paſſed, at an aſſembly held in the faid iſland, on the a8th of 
October, 1681, intituled, An act declaring the laws of England in 
& force,” his majeſty is pleaſed to ſignify his diſſatisfaction with, and 
difallowance of, the ſame; and, according to his majeſty s pleaſure there- 
* expreſe * the ſaid law is hereby Revs — and of none hes. | 


Joun Nicagi.as.. 
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APPENDIX 70 ver 1. bis 


Extratts from the Speech of Goyernor Sir Thomas Lynch, to the 
Aſſembly, on the gth of September, 16555 _ gnitying to 
Tarn them the above Diſallowance, e Tm 


From your laſt ſeffion, gentlemen, we may 


digi to date the 1 1 


1 onies of duty you were eapable of, by entirely ſubmitting all your 
concerns to his ſacred” will; and by your ready and chearful taking 


every offenſive clauſe out of the act of his revenue. It was then you 


framed your moſt ſeaſonable petition and diſcreet addreſß, wherein you 
acknowledged that duty, and profeſſed that gratitude, which is due to 
% great a benefattor,” jo excellent a prince, as our king. It was then 
likewiſe you. 154 ſich prudent and humble application to our lords 
at honie, that 1 may, witbout hyperbole, if I might without preſump- 
tion, my, it has rendered them ſo favourable, that they ſeem con- 
cerned for us as bired advotates, as guardian angelt: the happy con- 
ſequences thereof are fo obvious, I need ſay nothing ; for who does 
not know how gracious the ting is? how obliging the lords have 
been? how great our credit abroad, how perfect our union here? a/l 
mankind agrees in it. And ſee, heaven ſeems pleaſed, as well as the 
Ang; for, if the laſt year it appeared braſs, this it ſeems to melt in 

filver ſhowers, to rain bleflings on us; 12 who has ever ſcen Port- 
Royal ſo full of ſhips, or known the planters to have ſold their goods 


fo dear? If we have met with ſome loſſes at ſea, have we not borne 


them with that equanimity and. filence that become merchants and 
reaſonable men? Our trade 1 is nevertheleſs increaſed, ſo that we have 
more ſeamen and veſſels than any of the king's colonies in theſe Indies. 
And are not you all my witneſſes, that, within fifteen months paſt, 


value from 50 to 200 per cent. [i]? So that we have actually experi- 
rimented what is commonly ſaid, ( concordid res par væ, &c. Peace 
and agreement make little and young colonies thrive; whereas diſcord 


Hl is happy change of affairs in the iſland, was intirely owing to the king's. revocation 
of his 
to withdraw from thence, into ſome other country; but their conſtitution being reſtored, and, 
in ſuch a manner as gave it ſtability, this not only occaſioned: many to return, who'had already 
left it, but attracted many others to come and ſettle in it; particularly merchants, who before, 
had thought themſelves inſecure, for want of certain permanent laws to protect them, and ſeuled 
modes of 9 


. and 


F of the iſland; for it was, then you gave his majeſty all the teſti- 


every man's frechold throughout this great iſland is almoſt riſen in 


model; for had he not retracted from that point, moſt of the planters were preparing 
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"andere oin thoſe, that, are great and proſperous. I muſt therefore 
again ſay, and waive my part in it, your conduct has done this ; 

what is more valuable, it has procured us a moſſ particular mark of 
the king's grace and fayour; this, gentlemen, appears; beſt in his ma- 
5 jelty* own letter: 1 dare not preſume to tally it with: any comment, 
_ for it is all the hing's; every ſyllable is gend; every Period infinitely 
* Br actions... ; The gentlemen of the council have entered it in their book. 
Here it is for you to record, not only in yrur journal, but in your 
memories, ſo that you may diſcourſe it to your PAY they to your 


poſterity, ſo chat generations to come may kno . N. Bleſs God for. it, 
and recur to it as another kind of magna charts! And you have, gen- 


tlemen, that clauſe in the charter of the governor, that continues aflem- 
blies, and declares their Jaws mel depend on the king's . pleaſure, Von 
"mult needs have heard thoſe of Virginia, Barbadoes, and others, do 
To to this day ; ; yet they are ancient colonies, have coſt the King nething ; ; 
but have and do render conſiderable benefit both to him, 1 and the. na- 
don. Notwithſtanding this, and that wiſe and Juſt princes. manage 
their prerogative 3 yet our prince has been fo ſingularly gracious to 
relax bis, paſs your laws; and here they are in your own. words; by 
"which act and grace his majeſty is pleaſed, for ſeven years, to forecloſe 


himſelf the uſe of then e which all divine and nee we 
ith with. | 14 fl 


This, gentle, is a conſideration 5 txtraordinary, a R oblig- 

ing, that you can better comprehend, than I expreſs it. Certain it is, 
another kind of prince, in ſuch a kind of juncture, when his lawful 
authority was libeled, would have made no ſuch conceſſions, when 
preſſed for money; and on report only of our lofles by pirates, been at 
tbe charge to ſend us another Frigate. Theſe things are extraordinary, 
ſo is all the Ang has done for us; and by it, you ſee, that princes are 
the perfect repreſentatives God bas on earth ; you can no ſooner th ew 


your ſubmiſſion and dependence, but zu. ſhall receive good, and have 
| ion. 


Vour [4] « Declarative Law,” gentlemen, is ſappiretied, as you 
may fee by the orders, that ſpeak the thing, but not the reaſon, of it; 
for, my part, I cannot comprehend why ſome have ſo violently af- 
feQted 1 it, ſince we are all Engliſh, and nobody has denied us any na- 

1 The law before-mentioned, 3 laws of England to be in force in Jamaica. 
tive 


pyk ann v8 8 l 613 
e e 74 e ne ds ae. 
Beal fe we may; f ui, nun zin ig y, claim ſuitable Iaw#and 
| proteions, which; all the world'muft confels; we nowhave. Pray 
if yon were t take all the laws of Englatid tog A ende hol 
mies che Raman pile de pre and Aide ens filly mortal that via 
_ then What i, in mſbrderfy met, ret u Weak miniſtry, hy 
thing bas Seen trete Hum th king, that Aüppedes the exerciſe f H 
- authority? you are 100 Prüdent, to duriful; to'expett he hould'tranſ 
fer the mar in of it to another world; and conſider,” does not reaſon 
dell us now; What Aol Tong Sls 616 ebe Wörle g and att 
Wag born a Greek,” and bred a philoſopher; thät is e Wis 4 wiſe 
man, in a country of liberty, yet aid, „ Bohne Le Nad AMP er 
% Proferable "to 1htbet" law?" there 'Veing 
much more in 'the'exteution, that in theiprecepr. The Roman hiſtory 
ſeems to confirm this; for we read in it, that'the world was caly 
Bader Auguftus, Tad Tvajan; ühd thek tber tt ind wall prindes; 
Ver their h bn, iber edipts,' and theft cd, were Worber vaſt 
empire. I do not ſay this to recommend wat is array büt by way 
of. rl Wo bleſs God for god ptitices, who, likewiſe and tender 
parents (as in this matter), only deny us hat would hurt us. In 
Henry VIIth's time, Empſon and Dudley, with ather rapacions offi- 
eers, by putting ſupernumerary penab lavvs in excqmdtion, ſo vexed the 
people, that, lord Bacon ſays, they turned laws and juſtice into/worm- 
wood and rapine; For this -xealon; a diſereet Frenchman ſaid: of his 
ſovereign, that France was obliged: to the king more for contracting 
their laws, than enlarging his dominions ;” which makes me fancy, - 
laws to young coldnies are like. phyfic-tgithe, body; wherein, not only | 
the quantity, but the nature andi due preparation of the medicine, is 
conſidered; for that only which makes it fit, makes it operate well = 
But becauſe the beft of kings mul A, and good laws do remain; and 
that ſuch, if they are not ſtrong harxiers to bad governors, yet they are 
certain rules to good ones; you: have therefore great reaſon to deſire 
. them, and 1 do comply with you in it: my ſenſe, as well as'inteteſt, 
being bound up with yours in this, and every thing that wy be for: 
your ſervice, and the common good. Mat 47 
- I muſt not end, gentlemen, before. I tell. you, n geren 
ances to-our friends! in England; who have ingeniouſly acted their 
parts, 
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paths and. partieulachy,.Sie eie lage, and Colonel: ebe By 
their letters; and accountsy which I here put into your bands, you' will 
| ſee. how kind, and ſolicitous they have, been, I muſt-thereſore-. oy, 
if you, are; defiraus/20//gxprcls, your; gratitude or his; majefy's grace, 
and his quinfers. favour, to he, ph Muff de It aGivally,..-1,thall leave 
he method; and coofideratian thereof wholly,to you;; for] would not, 
my advice.on direttions, .lefſen, your, FRET anticipate.any. pt | 
of yout dusy z but would; haye all, ariſe; ffpm your own fenſt, that 
your hongur may. deu the greater, and my ſatisfction will not berlefs; 
| = L ha aye. no ambition, nor the, leaſt. vanity; God has been pleaſed 
to put me under ſuch fatal ;circumMtances;;; pains and diſeaſes have 
taken. AWAY. my health and ling, Q His Nr inc. and the unhappy | 
voyage of my. ſons, and wer mother l.-What 3 is there then under 
heaven that I have to.delirg;; but to ſee you; happy, be laws ſettled, | 
and the iſland proſperous, 4obirb God Almighty. grant Amen !“ 
This high-flown, ſpeech, which ſhoms.the policical creed; of theſe 
times, was worthy. of a Door. Maswaring but it Pen nos | 
the, reputation of being a very loyal ſubject. eic NA zen ob 1 . | 
Sante the late" urmy "with: Be by gift," pi 116. 1 4 22. 1 
This was in liew of their pay; and being put into the bands of proper 
perſons in England, they laid it out im an uſſortment of various, goods, 
ſo managing, that by the time the' proteeds eame to be divided _ 
the ſoldiers, the value was conſiderable. gebannt aac Alt 46 3 
The diſtribution was made in the'followinyg winner, in October 1662 : ; 
To the enen eee e N - 
"col; Samuel Barr/r/˖ . 1? 214 rar 5 7 
bene Pine Roy, Viorant, and Yallahs/" late l 
'oyley's, now colonel Thomas Lynch,. 2365 * x 
Wn,” at Guanaboa and PrecigQ;" late Barrington's, B 500 
no colonel Cornelius Burroughs, 284 12 6 
To ditto at Spaniſh Town, 1 d e er t et e 
Harbour, and parts adjacent, late colonel Philip | 5 
. how 7 colon? Thomas Ballard ee W 0 O 1 30 


| EAR HEY 13,740. 5 2 

To the bey of horks commanded ny capt. woke” n 
Nelſon., 4 — 1,527 15 © 
110d e eee e O80 g it Fu — — 
| 2/00 12,274 O 2 
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Thave mertiöned in the nobel thar this ſeems not to Tk with —. * | 
 -aceonnts,”” Venables" (in | ace off the {gran he wrote, by 
way" of apology for his © vet, Witch had been blamed) ſays, that 
the whole num f follicts,) embargied in En gland, was only 250 
if e hdd to theſe the marines, br Keie of kamen der Good(on, 
df 4258; che de 17,5 20, "Which is not much hor of 
the abdy©account'; but of the To Daniel afſerts, there 1 were not 
my more than. a thouſand | veterati Toldiets. ' odd 
Not? Cn). Page 223, relative ut the RO f this e e el, Be] it 
General Vihables pives ts this natra tive . ſubj r The Iriſh: 
War being ended, the lord 5 and thyſelf. were at 2 general | 
council of the officers. voted to attend his highnels,. with ſome ad- 
« dreſs from the army, in, order to the ſettling and planting Ireland; 
% which buſineſs being almoſt perfected; it 875 his highneſs's pleaſure. 
4 to acquaint” me, that he intended ſome other employment for me; I 
4 deftred to know it P: after! fond timb, the defign was imparted to 
me, and the juſtice of it, which I deſired to be cleared to me before 
« 1 agcepted. of it; in which ular being atisfied, by the follow-- 
ec. Ing . dilemma A MZ. - That 8 de 125 peace with {oy 9 
«in the Welt Mee N 5 violated 1 it. \To. {cek- 


1001 G A 


« repatation, wes 158 on gur 8 8 £ b had vj peace, then Was there 


& riothing ated ag articl ES. 45 D +04 0 ü fl 
1 In hot her f yg fa YS, F aniwer, _ 1 1 chr phe wha 4 
24 


afferted, "ar the e ſecreſy 2 the de 22 2 Can onejt men. t0 He en 
it. Tig 7 _ 10 true; for Tome, not ou, of... conſcience, but or other 
* en eren and employment, or the diſſuafion of friends, or diſ 
gut againſt his big ghnels, . id. decline the voyage. 3 but. t. not in refer. 

rende o any. 225 of” the quarrel that I know of, who ha ye Fs: 

cc reaſon to know it than this man. By tl ſuppoſe he would have all 

„ Proteſtant defigns made f pübliek; ; that's each. private wan that — 
in the ſervice might have his confcience informed, or: the publick: , | 
« popiſh enemy acquainted, . to 1 for reſiſtanct. As for the 
« officers, ſo many as ſerupled were ſatisfied in the Juſtice of the quar- 

« 'reF; and indeed this anonymous writer gives enough to anſwer hims- 
elf; fs; the Spaniards wrongs to gur; plantations, and that no articles . 
«of Lan extended to the South of the Tropic. But becauſe he Was 
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luce that, all als thi me, 
Were (iy, no eg br and 1 their faith upon other wen's 
ee ; but e e e e ee eee ee 
oth overt TY, 5 N Avg nga Mims was: acquaimed. ſo. far with 
** 4 11 75 „Eno er, bY e 2 * it; and as; ta the xeſt, 
"wh V Nabel 40 K my What fame. was the fares part, ot mine, 
: "they being, accounta ble for it, "not. J VIPs tbe ofecers bal Taped 
. A.» - thing, - had their e exed... 904 235 s GI N10 ver 
5 thouſana 1000 | were. 144 4X 20. Wo . 244) General Vehables 
111 9 185 moſt Of e n Gebclon they, were. a 2 aſt 
ng 


the marine fe we vide Gopdlon ;, according dc this. ac- 
count, | i they food | 1 5 
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ere 


Pk „it; and be was ſo Pier 
wich me, told me that 1 Ar the deſign, and raiſed an 
n he had for twelve y ears ſeen tranſactions of 
affairs, and had an end.—I replied, the end] he aimed at I knew not, 
but was certain his languag e would, produce 1 no good to the defign, 
p A but hurt ards enquired: of a 1 the reaſon aug fe paſſion; 
«Yd Was told, no information againſt th th e victualers 'of the navy 
7 De be heard, with any other acceptance; 5 and that. although. ge- 
<neral Deſb6row himſelf was no 'vidtualer r, yet it Was believed upon 
proc 1 preſumptions, be bad a ſhare m the profits of the. place, 
« and tl erefore would receive no complaints againſt the victualers of 

A the naby, but with En e and. pafßions againſt the informer; 
«his 9 5 intereſt, "the Private, and, not the general, cauſe, en- 


„. gagit bim on their behalf, it is conce much as 
oY Ben "Penables Narrative. bring, Hh 99; SER 
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| _ 3 hein Sorlorny & · Br aa: l. ! 7 
* Jackſon was, changed, and, the charge, roned an oath, that, fir, 
*< contrary, to-grders,; and My daily praftice, he marched without any 
de ſearch ahe woods.;ty. prevent ambuſhes. . Secondly, he took. no 
(wks, or ery fr amd lane ther in te Fear as though he fre 
i K + Thirdly, be put other officers 1 in the van, and 
«himſelf. brought up the, rear t near. enguph. 2 claim; honour, if it 
* were gotten}, and in 4 ſafe place to run if there were geraſion. 
=p ourthly, he was the\ firſt man that was ſeen to run, of the whole 
Pprty, and would nat! be, topped. i ea, for cagernels to be gone, 
-*+ at the gp y regiment gave him, Which cauſed a croud, he took 
5 hold of them that were before, and thxuſt them aſſde, that he might 
C make way for himſelf to he foremoſt in the retreat. —My ſelf com- 
ing up. fav him upon a pillow, . with a woman by him weeping, 
as if for him. I, ſuppoſing him wounded, aſked him, bow he did; 
++, he replied; Sore bruiſed. -l aſted the woman. what ber concern was 
N05 for him z {he ſaid, that her huſband, was ſlain, and; that her name 
% wN Jaatſin.—I told her ſhe 1 . after e. 
bnd, than ſtranger,” Ven. Marr. 
Me general jmputed'this unbappy defeat, e. p. Fe 1 ey Our 
” planters we found moſt: fearful, being only bold to do miſchief, 
not to be commanded as ſoldiers, nor to be kept in any civil order; 
being the moſt prophane, debauched perſons, that we ever ſaw; 
e ſcotners. of religion, and indeed ſo looſe as not to be kept under diſ- 
*« eipline; and ſo cowardly as not to be made to fight ; ſo that, had 
%% e known what they. would have proved, we ſhould rather bave 
, choſen to have gone ourſelves, as we came from England, than to 
have ſuch for our aſſiſtants, who, we fear, with ſome others put upon 
et usein England, have drawn heavy afflictions upon us, diſhanour 
ti upon our nation, and religion. Hen. Narr. 5 
So khe commiſſioners, in their letter to the governor of Barbadoes; 
To ſay the truth, your men, and the men of St. Chriſtopher's; led 
60 all the diſorders, and confuſion : and having conferred with the 
C officers :this day, they all agree, that theſe people will never be 
Ot 40 march toithe ae again.” Ven. Nn. Y 


48. + „„ 


"618. APPENDIX I Ve. 
n farbe 1 Nn vn beard: the boſpitcl ip, Pe 38, 11 4.) 
ug, for the benefit of the ſick and wounded, who owed their 
a ſufferings to his \miſbelizviour. A ſentence too gentle for ſo noto- | 
'« rjious an offender.” againſt whom ſome of the colonels made com- 
„ plaint, for whoritg and qrunkenneſs At Barbadoes'; but, not being | 
| 8 able to prove the fact, he eſcaped: though, cling kis former 
«courſe &] life, the 9 were ſtrong, he and a woman lodg- 
«ng in one chamber together, and not any 2 perſon with 10 
«6 Which war though o induce à belief of his offence, he having two. 
t di ves in England. and ſtanding guilty of forgery; all which 1 de · 
fired major general Worley in joining with me to acquaint his 
* highneſs with, that he might be taken off, and not ſuffered to go 
with me, leſt he ſhould bring a eurſe upon us, as T feared. But 
* his highneſs would not hear us After this, both perjury and for- 
4 gery were proved againſt him, in che cafe of a Colonel, or general, 
at Barbados, ruined by him by that means. Upon the complaint, 
, and with the advice of the 810 general, I rebuked him privately ; 
* which" he took ſo diſtaſtefully, that, as it afterwards appeared, lie 
« ſtudied and endeavoured nothing but moilay: and found fit matter 
* to work upon, as with an army that has neither pay not pillage, 
t arms nor ammunition, nor victuals, is not difficult; but this I came 
4 to underſtand aſterwards. We alſo proceeded againſt a ſerjeant, 
ho in the laſt ſlirmiſh threw down his arms, crying, Gentlemen, 
«ſhift for yourſelves, we are all loſt; and ſo ran away. He calm 
« hatged, with bis fault written upon his breaſt,” Fen; Narr. 
: Convinced of the general's cowardice, p. 233, I. 1.] There was not the 
0 keaſt foundation for fuch a charge. The general had given repeated 
and moſt unqueſtionable proofs: of his perſonal bravery, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland, as well as in the campaign at St. Domingo. In 
England he was engaged in action, in Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, York- 
ſhire, Salop, ſiege of Nantwich, fight at Lea - bridge, Chriſtleton, and 
Montgomery, and in North Wales; at ;the 7 of. Pon and 1 in 
Ulſter. 
But he turned 4 deaf ear to this fafonable 3 P- 2 34; 16. 
Venables ſays, there was nothing to be got, for there was not almoſt 
| any thing when Jackſon took the iſland formerly ; and as to their 
* | A money 
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| money and moyeables, if they had any, he ſuppoſes, they were. car- | 
ried” away, upon che N notice yy the e of the TO | 
bote Pom Nur. : 


W4 ben the feet arrived at Barbadoes, &c. 102 2 35» 1. 31 4 % The 
« firſt bulineſs we fell upon at Barbadoes, was the ſeizing of all | 
« Dutch veflcls, according to bis bighneſs inſtructions. General Penn 
« put his own nephew, one MF. Poole, to take the invoices, and bills 
of lading. Mr. Winſlow and myſelf urged; that he ſhould not act 
„but by commiſſion. from us, and that we would put a cheque upon 
% bim; he told us, he bad power of himſelf to uf 262" and re- 
« faſed ours, and would not admit of à cheque, nor ſuffer us to ſee 
s original invoices; only one I ſaw, which was conveyed away im- 
40 mediately; and the number of elephants teeth in it, which I remem- 
6 bered exactly, were 1917, was in the copy of it; but only 150 were 
to be found. I urged; the/falſhood of the copy, and deſired to ſee 
« the original; at laſt they brought in 181, and faid the other ten 
« wete my miſtake; but. I had taken the number into my memorial, 
and could not miſtake it. However, by this one account, I had 
4 reaſon to believe, the reſt, of the invoices were curtailed accordingly. 
Mr. Winſlow and myſelf conſidered how to remedy this, but find- 
*« ing the ſeamen our enemies, and at laſt to ſcorn us, and adhere to 
« their general, we were conſtrained to be patient by force, and com- 
« mit the thing to private remembrance, till time ſhould ſerve.” Penn 
« afterwards paſſed all theſe accounts himſelf, and gave a fiichargs fo for 
« them to his nephew.“ Fen: Nar. 


Two thouſand privates were l, p. 241. I. 6. ] Abeordidls ens: 
bles, the loſs at St. Domingo amounted to about 700; and their num- 
ber, at their firſt muſter, after their deſcent at Jamaica, was no more 
than 5851, including the fea” 9 but excluſive of wives and | 
children. Ven. Near. Pie | | 7-27 10 


Kaare! this opportunity of returning home, p. 241. I. 13.] He loft 
XY ſenſes in a diſorder he calls the calenture ; and in this condition was 
put on board ſhip by the advice of his phyſician, and conſent of the 
officers, who ſent by him a memorial to the protector, which, among 


other . contained the following —July 1 8th, 16 0 5. „That 
4K 2 nen 
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4 17 the beter Setting and regülzting the bömtmon wealth; and 
Wu eneburdg ement ö Tick as deffre to Ave dader u civit ſettled 
« government, his highneſs will be pleaſed to fend” fach conftitu+ 
44 tions and laws, as his highneſs ſhall. think fit, for the govern- 
% ment of this place; or impowet ſuch in the dee as his high- 
„ eſs ſhall)approve of, to make and conſtitute from time to time 
„ ſubh wholeſome and neceſſary laws, as Thall be moſt fit for the 
«5. ordering and government of things here; and to erect a court or 
ee courts of. juſtice, and equity, for deciding of controverſies between 
party and partys and power granted, to allow ſuch officer and 
*' officers as ſhall be employed, ſuch falary. as ſhall be thought 


« Pye” ts * J 71 Us 2 fn. 5 1 77 4 I. 410 44 11 
N See by the field officers, on behalf e of themſelves 
W We 71 / and. the reſt of. the army, 27 * . 40 | | 4} ; 


= rpadkve, Richard Haldipps” Privcis. ee 
Samiſel Batry, © Edivird.D'oyley; | Jahn Red, 
Philip Wits, Henty Bartlett, Michael Rand, 
be Henry Aveda, Wine Smith, William Jordin. 

Andre Carter, 4 Vin. Coden. 951.9 AO Smith, 


4 


: 
1 47 4 
— * I's ©) — 111 it 15 va 11. 


A HAH declaration was late by them 0 Eels the 
ſame year. * M74. 11005 N 
1 Forafttuch as v6 4 — 55 jon : ey * Wiel 
« was the thing principally aimed ar and intended in this expedi- 
« tion, it is humbly deſired that his highnefs will pleaſe to take 
«. order, that ſome godly, ſober, and learned miniſter, may be ſent 
«unto us, which may be inſtrumental in planting and propagating 
4 of the goſpel, and able to confute and ſtop the mouth of every 

«.caviling adverſary and gainſayer; and the rather, for that two 
« of the miniſters of the army are already dead, and a third lieth 
« at the point of death.” Thur/. vol. iii. p. 661 and 681. 


Which on the part of Ve enables are ſaid to have bem very humiliating, 
p- 241. I. 32.] They were probably not leſs ſo on the part of 
Penn. The reaſon expreſſed in the warrant for the commitment 
of, Venables, was in theſe words: * Whereas general Richard 


« Venables, being general of the Englim forces ſent into America, 
| | « hath 


AR EN DI N Ad Mor, . 


* conttary tu his truſts theſe are ſhertfore, &, He ſays, that 
- whilſt he lay in the Tower, though he was much importuned, by 
many of his friends, to owa himſelf in faul, and throw himſelf 


pon the protedtor's. olemency, Jo, he fill, refuſed; that, among. 


thers, genera Penn, defired Him * not to yi acknowledge 
Ke ſubmit ; and promiſed 1 0 wo uld; that He Fe 


(Venables), though he bad” no. 162 to tru Penn word, told him 
| De would not; 10 for that he knew 0 


; therefore y wou copfeſs none, Dor would 40 much. pre judice his wn 
45 5 unjuſtly. to Thags himſelf, bs et“ (ad ds he). $f enn 

d, and 7 Col his liberty a week "before me. Af. length, he op 
1 following Petition to the protector, hi 1, he ſays, Was, *xig 
from him, by the importunity of his friends, and, eſpecially 555 


905 ane could bot induce him. 

Wan 9 Te bie Hig backs: the a ge „Ee , x "or 

ls 1 , The: won beton af Richard dee, on eme 
Shewech, if 7 OF. 11103 Dll — „ 1104 lin | 


+! That your, petitioner; being made fandible of: his higbaeſs' . 


pleaſpre, conceived - againſt, him, for his return home without. his 


Highneſs ligence (his diſtempet depriving bim of ability ſo ma- 
wrely to conüider the thing; ax. iche weight of the Fgzter did te- 


quire); he cannot in his conſcience but endeayour to remove. the 
gteat : prejudice your highneſs hath, contracted agaiuſt him, for that 
inconſiderate act; but moſt hombly.jmplones, that your highneſs, 
in chemency, would be pleaſed to commiſetate his ſad, Weak, con- 


le and ſufferings; 19nd: to mioye your: higbne(s' indignation o 


ſioned (by that indiſortet act) againſt him, and grant him enlarge- 


e his ſad confinement ; 54 as in duty bound, he ſhall e | 


only en but m een . i 
8 N 170 is Cov 9032 407 rRiekend Venables 


by; V4 318 TT rom t 


In _— of his os!” 157 was s releaſed, on the zoth 
of QBaber 2655. ater being impriſoned rom the 29th, of g- 


tembe 


631 
4 bath without licengs deſerte the am il committed 10 his chacge, 


no 1 lt he had been guilty e on | 


(Eaton, by whom be had ver honoured, 28 his chiefeſt friend, . 
1 who oyer-intreated him to do, what, 0 other en Pa . 


— — — 
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mber preceding; andi upon delivering up to the ict his 
American commiſſion, and his commiſſions of ;cdlonel of a regi- 
(ment of footy of -commander in chief of eee dl 
18 184 town: and caſtle of | Carrickfergus in Ireland. YG 


The Wallner began by breaking open and f hundering Wt bah, 
. 1. 1 5 611 The (Hu ba which, Sir William Beeſton has given, 
"differs particula rs from this, 'but not materially, He ſays, 
that 198 rump ene about this time being up again in England, 
0 tecruits came for the army, and they had no pay, which made 

e deem themſelyes negleded; and there Was a general 


"expeRation" that alt would, be called off, and the iſland deſerted. 
"This gave Secafion, to tliè regitnent ſeated: at Guanaboa (formerl 
Duchangel e bat now by ligbrenadt colonel 
Dh Who was ſet on by 8 diſcontented reformed officer called 
neutehant colonel Raywbnd, Who lived. near him) ts wutiny, and 
*Jet up for themfelves; faying, they would'live no more as an arm 
and on the 2d of Auguſt 1606, they detlated, they would have 1 
iſland parceled to c lonies, and make conſtables and civil officers. 
General D' oyle 50 0 eing : able. 'to appeaſe Fa by 15 ae drew 
ſome forces to the towh';- but being ündertain whether theſe might 
not fail him, if they would come to the puſh againſt their com- 
"rades, he provided'a veſſer to ye off the Harbour in teadineſs for his 
einbarkntion, in caſe! matters ſhould! grow defperate; and in the 
mean time em pleyed major! Hope, and other officers, to expoſtulate 
with the men, and convince them of heir danger, if they ſhould 
-obſtinitely perſiſt; on the other Hand, Prana them pardon, if 
they would deliver up their leaders, the two officers above mentioned. 
«With much diffcolty they were at length per ſuaded; and the next 
morning conducted down the two delinquents; who were inſtantly 
brought to their trial, oonVted, and ſhot ; but the mutineers would 
not return to their quarters, without firſt plundering ſeveral houſes 
in the town. Raymund i is ſaid to have been a man of extraordinary 
abilities; and it is added, that his want of other employment (hav- 
ing a capacity equal to the greateſt) made him thus overbuſy, and 
too active in moulding the unfortunate Tyſon to his purpoſe, whoſe 
heart was much better than his head; and who did not perceive the 
danger he was! incurring, before he had involved himſelf too far. 


Hickeringill 
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* „Hicke ingik has given us an epitaph wrote for him, the beſt part 
of which 1 ſhall inſert, proned of a little of it's fuſtian, juſt to ſatisfy 
| FOR curious reader, and not for any merit in the . Fs | 


At thy nativity)" the heavens have worn 
_ © Such vifage, as When Gatiline was born. 

His vaſter foul Rome's walls could not e 00 
Thine ſcorn'd an equal &en' in Catilin. 
His ſtyle, mellifſuous Twlfys did ſurpaſs; 797 N 
Aud thine too charming and Perſuaſive Was, . 
His ſoul engroſſed monopoly of art; Weit das 7 iff 25a 
And thy Orphran {kilt could raviſh hearts. 
His tow'ring genius could not bend — 7 
And thine, was fitter for a throne than thee.. 
Fhe king of terrors could not him afftight; YEE 
And thou; didſt ſeem to court eternal Pe” ba, b 
Not unbewail'd was his cataſtrophe; en ang ied! 
And ev'n thine enemies lamented Wee lt rd enacts 
Tho' tombleſs he; yet blazon'd are his adde; Hes gd 
Ty grave, ſcarce known; but; well enough thine: 1081 * 


ce may infer from this parallef, that his temper was bold, lis 
air enterprizing and. intrepid; that his genius was extenſive and 
poliſhed; that he poſſeſſed the inſinuating talent of elocutlon in a 
very eminent degree, and was accompliſhed in muſic ; but with all 
7 theſe, endowments, haughty, ambitious, and defective in his reli- 
gious and moral character: in regard indeed to his eloquence, con- 
ſidering the weak heads be had t to work upon, wie ſhould, I believe, 
rather tetract a few grains of our panegyric, and aſcribe" formewhat 
to an artful and plauſible manner of dreſſing out his plot; ſuch per- 
Bap ps as Anthony uſed, in, his harangue to the Roman mob; which 
Fall very ſhort of Ciceronian oratory, . though very fajrabte: to fog 
Bis erst with ſach an audience. 


Continued in the ſervice. till bfier the R rats, p. 28; 45 1. 2 3 | 
He received his majeſty's commiſſion on the 29th of May 1661, 
appointing him governor. Sir W. Beeſton accuſes him of being 
tos partial to the ſoldiers, of diſcouraging the planters, and bending. 


his thoughts too much to carry on the privateering ; | but there ſeems 
no. 


at that time, when it way politicallyaneceſtary,,}thax maſt of his 


* | 

10 eee e en re Fran Abtes une 
in a flbufiffling ſtave PROT plenty, theipeopleindulifious; and 
ſhips began to frecsent ir; and that be had no TounerereRed counts 

of judicature, purſuant nis iuftructians, ap at the Guſt ſeſſion, 
one of the ſoldiers was dried for ſobhe bngsthätys, apd Manged; to 
et them ſee ; lays: be): that the lam oould do 4s much as g gurt - 
% martial.“ This is no-ptoof of; ſuch a partiality, hut the ctrary; 
however, if he had ſhewn any inſtance of the kind, it was natural 
tl · at he ſhould more ineline do ſavour his fellow · ſharers in adverſity, 
hardſhip, and glory, than che nr tace of e who, flagked:þither 
only to ſhare in the fruits af their labous andividariess and in zegard 
to privateering, he {eras much: more (excuſable far-cogouraging it 


ſucceſſors in the adminiſtration, who did the lJamevcry often, when 
it was not ſo; and when their motive ond onꝶ be, che enriching 
their own purſes. ' 342 3dqo111£189-2h0 mw. blicwsdas 104 ; 

He charges him likewiſe with, intercuptiog the indaſtty of the 
ſettlers, by telling than, they would all be, called off; ꝓut as he 
5 RT ny 8 was 


unt 1 15 15 bee return. 177 bad fie e Of to 155 gut 
for Ey gland in 4 very few days; J. and although, be ; petitioned, for.a 
competent time to ſettle . affaits, and Prepare, "for the voyage; 
even this fo reaſonable a defire was refuſed bim: his lordſhip ſeemed 
unwilling to eater upon any act of government till after His de- 
Partüre; and the brave old governor, erceiving his anxiety; uſed 'fo 
much diſpatch, that on the 1 of 85 tember he ſalled away in the 
We Mae man of War, V him i in_peaceable We of an 


"office, 


ON * 
4 


- 
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office; Which, but for Doyleys perſevering courage and good con- 


duct, his lordſhip could never have obtained.” What . of this 


gentleman afterwards, I have not been able to learn, nor whether 
he leſt any deſcendants ; but I he did, they may poſſibly have 
many curious aneodotes, relative to the ſtate of affairs in this iſland, 
during the ſeven years of his reſidence in it. His coat armorial was, 
two bends dextet azure, ona ſhield ee which ame ce 
ſerve to ſhew, his deſcent. and family. — 
Tbe evacuation' was accordingly een p. 5 4 The 
Iſt of September, 1765, forty families came in one ſhip, and on the 
Zth the American and Hercules arrived with about eleven hundred 
perſons, under the care of Mt. Cranfield. | 


. Another body of uſe Fful planters Was as in 1699, p. 296. 1. 13 ]. 
Fifteen years antecedent to this, viz. in 1684, ſeveral perſons were 
tranſported hither, who had been convicted of participating in the 

preſbyterian plot, as it was called, or rye-bouſe plot; theſe men were 
| reprieved from hanging, on condition that they ſhould. ſerve ten 
years in the Weſt-Indies ; which ſentence was executed with a 
ſeverity, which argued a very vindictive ſpirit, in the then govern- 
ment; as appears from the following paſſage in governor ale 
worth's ſpeech to the aſſembly at that time. 

And now gentlemen, being met together, I have one thing 
&_ more to recommend to you by efpecial directions from þ;s na- 
«. jeftly's. command, which ſtill is for our advantage. That you will 
6 ad an act for aſcertaining the ſervitude of the rebels lately 
4 ſent from England, for ten gears, according to the conſidetation 

0 74 their pardons; and rale care to prevent all clandeſtine releaſe- - 
« ments, or buying out of their time; to the end, that their puniſh- * 
« ments, after ſo great a  miligetion, . May yet in fame. meaſure be 
« anſwerable to their crime. 

Such mercy was cruelty, and the mitigation worſe than the worſt 
- puniſhment which the laws of England would have inflicted on 

them; ſince, to ſlavery, was ſuperadded * by the poſitive 
injunctions of the crow n. | 


Began to emigrate under Sir 7 * Modi ford government, 
p-. 298. I. 12.] Upon his appointment to this government, there 
VoL. * 4 L came, 
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came, ** of June, 1664, in the Blaſtag, four bundleb ſettlers 
from aten. ou che 46h W ane. Wm 
hundred more. | 
- ed icing dbetr gritty, 8299. 1 34. ] 00 "OR de: 1680, 
cighteen years after. the Spaniards had 7 ratified the American treaty 
of peace, and notwithſtanding their continual. complaints to our 
court of | pretended injuries done to them by the Engliſh, we find 
them exercifing the moſt unwarratitable cruelty upon every Britiſh 
ſuhject they were able to lay hold of. In the firſt mentioned year 
the following inſtruction was given by king William to nen 
of Jamaica, lord Inghiquip. - $i 
„ Whereas it has been repreſented to us, that erreralief ori 
6c ene been kept im. ſavery, and barbaroufly uſed. at Mexico, 
era Cruz, and other parts of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, you 
* are upon your arrival at Jamaica, to ſend. to the governors of 
« thoſe places, and to demand of them, ſuch our ſubjects, as are 
40 detained there, and to uſe Maut l ee, that RY be- 
«ſet. at liberty.” 
, the epndition of granting them, commiſſons, h. 354. l 35, 1 S 
ham Beeſton mentions, that in 1668, during Sir Thomas Nada 
ford's government, who by, his qwa; ſales; authority had: twice 
2 85 War againſt the Spanjards, the king (Charles ILE) ſent out 
Oxforg, frigates; Which arrived. in October and brought inſtruc- 
af from, his: majeſty to countenance the wat; and: empowering 
him g e Whatever perions he thought gaod ro. be pParrners” 
with is majeſty in the plund » ©* they fending victualn wean and h 
Sothat_bis.majcſy entered. very. ſeriguſly, into the n t wa 
e this reputable; paxtaerſhip for ſome 2 


„ aouid non polis pectore cogis, TRY 
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382 The Aſſembly have lately (in 177 3) paſſed & bill for making the gold coins, in circula- 
___»-- Hon here, go by weight ĩnſtead of ua, according to the following ſtandard ; which 
values the grain of gold at a f. 49.4 lle, Jamaica currency ; or ſomewhat higher. 
Err ne ere | 


ens GOLD. ; 2 f 


Current Rate Jaw in Jakes ex- 
in Jamaica. .ceeds that, allowed 
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The reſt in proportion. -K 


This meaſure will certainly throw-the baſe and light gold out of. ciroulation wih alto be che 


of the al coin; the profits upon the im- 
near ef Fand a half per cent. againſt the Iſland, 
"ef fe 25 3 a conſiderable effect on its com- 


means of introducing a large quantity in parti 
portation of it, being (according to my calculati 
and about 37, per cent. on the Saniſb; — this can 
merce, after the circulation | is 7 ſupplied. 
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io rireduced to ruin. 0 

29 r. 96 l. 3 | 
135 r. Mal. 
4 1 Settlers whe,” | | | 
T3 m. without the gde. 
25 r. to this principal. Nan 
31 r. 1,0% f. 
19 . a great number. 
17 r. State that it was in. 5 
5 er ene 
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